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NOpOE. 

With the Bhuhm% Pana^ nearly one half of the entire Mahabhdrata 
in completed. The progress achieved is not inconsiderable, remembering; 
the encyclopcedic proportions of the epic. The credit of the per- 
formance, however, in no way pertains to me. It is His only who, ^ 
in His own inscrutable way, naa been pleased to compass His end 
through an insignficant instrument, so that His glor^ may stand con- 
fessed before the sons of men ! May He, therefore, be praised, and 
glorified with hymns from one end of the world to the other ! I am 
now in mid-ocean, and it will take some time htfc re I ^succeed in 
crossing the other half, and enjoy the satisfaction of having taken an 
active part in translating the far-famed work of Vyftsa from a dead into a 
living language. The beauty and elegance of the original, it is true, do 
not admit ci: translation, for the curse of Babel fell with greater severity 
o\i po >ts than on any other class of men. For all that, to the apprecia- 
tive reader even a prose version, such as mine, cannot altogether fail to 
give glimpses of the peculiar characteristics of the original. 

It has taken me over five years to go through the first half ; to 
complete the other half, would, perhaps, take more time having regard 
to the difficulties of the Cdnti Parva^ w5ich is one of the longest of the 
eighteen books of the Milhdhharata, Who knows, again, what, revolu- 
tions these five years may bring forth ? The humble individual who on 
a tiny raft has rashly ventured to cross the shoreless nocean, may him- 
self be gathered to his fathers, and his place may know him no more. 
Many of the recipients of the translation may depart this life. These 
considerations, weighing with me, have made me dl^termine upon ex- 
pediting the work as much as I possibly can ; and if, for that object, I 
have to pledge my last utensil, let the public rest assured, I shall by 
no means shrink from doing so. For the object mentioned above, I 
intend, if means permit me, to douSfle the establishment, both literary 
and mechanical, connected with the English translation, so that, hjuman- 
ly speaking, I may be able to bring the undertaking to completioifas 
soon as possible. * » 

Although without resources of my owji, I am not altogether hope- 
less that I shall .succeed in completing my salf-imposed The 

undertaking is fortunate in one respect, viz.^ in being under the foster- 
ing care of many persons and personages' of noti&7 individuals, whose 
espousal of any cause will ensure success. They are, indeed, towers of 
strength to the Datavya Bharata Kdryalaya. Firsf^and foremost among 
them, let me name him, the illustrious statesman and nobleman, wli^), 
uniting high intelligence with sterling worth of character, is surpassed 
by few, if any, of his great predecessors in the high office he fills under 
the Crown, His Excellency, the Earl of Bufferin, has been graci u#ly 
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pleased to take a warm and abiding interest in my humble labors. Thenj 
again, this institution counts the present noble ruler of Bengal amongst 
its active patrons and supporters. The uniform kindness which Sir 
Steuart Bayley has shown to the Kkryalaya has enabled it to tide over 
extreme straits and stresses. Filled^ with many excellent graces, Sir 
Auckland Colpn also has ever been ready to listen to the appeals I have 
made to His Honor in the interests of the institution. Great and signal 
also has been the support lent by Sir Charles Aitchiaon, whose resigna- 
tion of his seat in the Viceregal Council the Kftryalaya feels as a 
calamity no'fc only tc India but to itself. This institution has also been 
uniformly favored with the support of other high officials such as General 
Cheaney, the Hon’ble Mr. Scoble, and many others. In Europe also, 
the English translation of the Makdhhdrata has been able to enlist the 
sympathies of many noblemen and eminent personages. Of the former, 
I may be permitted to singlj out his Grace the Duke of Manchester, and 
the Bight Hon’ble the Marquis of Bipon, that best friend of India. Of 
eminent persons, I may name Dr. Beinhold Bost, the learned Librarian 
of the India Office, Monf. A. Barth of Paris, Mens. St. Hilaire, editor 
of the JouTtiol des Savants^ Dr. E. Windisch of Leipzic, Professor 
Herman Jacobi of Westphalia,"sand many other savants of note. The 
American people also have uniformly encouraged me with their sym- 
pathy in my arduous undertaking. I may here specially mention the 
names of Mr. W* E. Coleman of San Francisco, Mr. H. B, Witton of 
Canada, Professor Lanman, Professor Maurice Bloomfield, and many 
other well-known scholars. The press of India, Europe, and America, 
has also lent its p(^erful aid on behalf of the English Makuhhdrata» 
In India, that veteran and able journalist and true friend of the Indian 
people, Mr. Bobert Knight, editor of the Statesman^ has given me the 
greatest support. Nor have the edy;ors of the Pioneer and the Civil 
and Military Gazette been less eager to help me materially. From all 
this, I,|think, it will be evident, that there is small chance of the under- 
taking languishing for want of encouragement and pecuniary support. 

I humbly pray to Hari, the Supreme Lord of All, to smile benignly 
upon Hi^ humble servant in the future, as He has done in the past, so 
that, cisfigng all difficulties, and setting all impediments at naught, I 
may with the help of a favorable breeze cross the rest of the wide ocean, 
and at last anchor safely in the harbour which is still beyond my ken, 
thereby realising the dream of my life, m., the completion of the 
Makdhhdrata of Kri&iiiDa-Dwaipayana Vaysa into English ! 


PROTAP CHANDRA ROY. 
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TH E MAHABHAHATA 


" tf - — 

ittiONA f»AteVA. 


Section I. 

(ih'oH^bhishiiJece Parvd.) 

Having bsived ehion to Nstrdtytma^ arid Harm the fcH-e- 
most of mcde hemgs, oa edio id the gwidese SttraswaHt ntnit 
the word Jayat he viMered. ' ^ 

Janiaiittejayi ssid,— -‘'H-earing that hut mtd DeVdVractiflf of 
linrivalled vij^or and stnrdineas t;nd might and energy and 
prowess had been slain by Oihhandin the ppiice of the,P&a~ 
chAlais,* what,- indeed, O regenei'ate Miahi, £d the powerful 
king Dhritarashtra with eyes bathed in tealrs do ?* O iltustrioUa 
one, Wb SOU (Duryodhana) wished for sovereipity after vampdeh- 
Ing those mighty boWmen, viz.t the sons of Pandu, tfarougii 
Bhishma and Drona and other great car^wabricnrs.* Tell me, O 
thou that hast wballdi of asceticism, all that he of Kuilu’s racd 
did aft^ that chM of all bowmen bad been ahdn !”* 

Tai^ampftyana said,<^“Heaiing that hit sire had been i^dn. 
king DMtairSshtrei of Ktdu’s race, filled with anxiety and gjlHnQ^ 
obtained no‘ peace of ntind.* And while he of Ktara’s rice wait 
thus eontinually btoo<fing over that sorrow, Qaraljpnn's fion 4rif 
puie soul once mofe came to. him.* Theh, O mataddb/ Dhri* 
tarashtra the son of Amvika, addressed Sanjaya, who had that 
hight dome bhck ftOnr the cafmp to the city dalled after the ele- 
l^hant.* I^ith el ^eaft rendered eibcbedin^ eheert^ in e^nsii-' 
queiiira bi £ia Having heard of Shishma’s sladgnter^ ^d dd^diti^* 
of the victory of his sons, he indulged in these lafiientaBohsIDbt ' 

"Dfaritarfislitra said, After having w^t fiw the bigh-souled 
Bhishma of terrible prowess, what. O' sw, did Kadrawas, 



# sIahabbaiuta, 

'tiilM 'by next do ?' Indeed, irhen that high-souled and 
iiiain<nl^|b«l^ was slain, what did the Kauraras do, sui^ ^ 
l^jr were ha Ain no^n of grief , Indeed, that swelling and 
, bil^y efficient host of the high-souled Fandavas, would, O 
^lyaya, excite the keenest fears of even the three worlds !“ 
'Shll me, themore, O Sanjaya, what the (assembled) kings did 
etfler DeTavrata, that bull of Sum’s race, had fallen !’** 

"Sanjaya said,— .‘Listen, O king, with undivided attention, 
‘to me as I recite what thy sons did after Devavrata had been 
'riaughtered in battW* When Bhishma, O monarch, of prow- 
<«n incapable of being baffled, was slain, thy warriors as also 
tfaoF&ndavas both reflected by themselves (on the situation).'* 
Bafleeting on the duties of the Kshatriya order, they were 
Iffied with wonder and joy ; but acting according to those duties 
of their own order, they all bowed to that high-souled war- 
>ld«r.*'*> Then th(»e tigers among men contrived for Bh i shm a of 
immeasruable prowess a bed with a pillow made of striught 
shafts.^' And haying made- arrangements for Bhishma’s protec- 
tion, they addressed one another (in pleasant converse). Then 
bidding Ganga’a son their farewell and walking round him,'* 
and loddng at one another with eyes red in anger, those Ksha- 
ftriyaa, urged by fate, once more went out against one another 
to battle;'* Then, by the blare of trumpets and the beat of 
Aruitts, the divisions of thy army, as also those of the foe, 
jaaarched out." After the fall of Qanga’s son, O king, and when 
khe-best part of the day had passed away, yeilding to the in- 
'dusBOe of wrath, with hearts afflicted by fote,** and disregarding 
tim words, worthy of acceptance, of the high-souled Bhishma, 
kboBa toemost ones of Bh^ta’s race went out with great speed, 
§n&ed with weapoixs.*' In consequence of thy folly and thy 

. . Bengal text, is certainly 

4 feilew the Bombay reading, instead of AprakrMt&te^ Hio 
JBcnahiy .ti# 'eade PrahritktHi^ and for Vifampate it reads nifcmpa, u. 
The iin*! •• read in dia'Bengal tot, eeeme to me to be oonreOt, 

Btoba|'liading beto ebjeotionable. t Nltakaatha ex{daina, that they 
woiuid^ betouw to elaaghter even! a revennd eoferior was not 
dhtol; and toy beeanse tot stoghter in batde opened to the 

totiaa the way to heaven.— T. 



WHV, tod of the Bltoghter of Clht*nu’s son, th4 
'lii^th nil* the kings seemed to be summoned by Des^ 

The Kurus, deprived of Devatvati, ifrMfe filled •with great : ■» 
xiety, and resembleRl a herd of goats and shei^^ without ♦ 
herdsman, in h forest abounding with beasts ofi prey.** Indeed^ 
after the fall of that f6remx)st one of Bharata’s race, the Ktnm 
host looked like the firmament divested of stara, or, like tiw 
sky without the atmosphere ;** or like the Earth witii blasted 
crops, or like an oration disfigured by bad '-grammar,*'! o»: liliB 
the Asura host of old after Vali had been smitten down or 
fike a beautiful damsel dejwived of husband, •f’ -or like a 
whose waters have dried up, or like a roe deprived of her mat* 
and encompassed in the woods by wolves ;**’ or like a -speeiouir 
m>ountain-oave vnth its lion killed by a parabha4 Indeed, 0 
chief of the Bfaaraias, the Bharata host, on the fall of €lang&’s 
son,*^ became like a frail boat on the* bos<nn - of the ooeaiir, 
tossed by a tempest blowing from every mde. Exceedingly 
afflicted by the mighty and heroic .PSndavas of sure aiifi,** ths 
Kaurava host, with its steeds, car-warriom, and elephtoiir, 
much troubled, became exceedingly distressed, helpless, and 
panic-struck.** And the frightened kings and- the commott 
soldiers, no longer relying upon one another, of that army, 
.deprived of Devavrata, seemed to sink into the nethennost 
region of the world.*® Then the Kauravas remembered Kama, 
who, indeed, is e(]ual to Dovavrata himself. All hearts turned 
to that foremost of all wielders of arms, that one resembling 
a guest resplendent (with learning and ascetic austeritimi).** 
And all hearts turned to him, as the heart ofa man in di&tieili' 
.tumeth to a friend capable of relieving that diskless. And, O 
.Bharata, the kings then cried out, saying , Keuma fl* 
The son of Radha, our friend, that son of a Sintd, that otiie wlio 
is ever prepared , to lay down his 100 iii batide 1 . Endued:^ with 
great fame, Karna> with his followers and friehdi,.;‘’jffld "iiot fi^t 

..■ M l. . M - . 

* Litecally; like an <»«tion teeming wi^ ]ii.nefiii«^ li:|i]>irmioii|^T« • 

+ I. deprived (%obes and ornamenW.beoauM.ol wi^whp 

} A CornMa ia a fabulpoa. animal of eight tegs euppoee^ ' to bal, 
atronger the than lion.— T. ' * ' ' 
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1 mmmm>im f><s^n i 1%# 

apw<i liwo, llw ptesenee of iS ^9 ISiMnanP. ^ 

tale of tvd^ABt wd mglbty MffnVioTio^^ m» by SijMiaipta 
ctauad as w^ JadlM-mthvk^ Aitboagb M mp»g ^ » 
.jBq»>^ io tao MahSraUmJ**^ Bveo j^us irae be olaased 
oi Meiihafi 9a^ 4^^ belbal is tba lota- 
taost;(o{:all JStribcwAQd Aiiml^h be tbta u Mspactad by 
talberoea, be tbta wodd vetaure ta aTeo unta ¥vm, 

Kavwa, VtaunSk »nd Indra i*^ flvougb «u%er cavised by 
<0 ktag> be had said unta Qanga’s son these a^ords : — Aa long as 
ihoo :liTO3t, O thw of Kura’a 4fafie, I will neyejr fight I" If 
dbow, however, auoeeadeafc in elayiijg the sons of Pfindw in great 
Intale, 1 alukll, 0 Katuavya, with Duryodhana’s ptaimssiotn, re- 
tare who the woods !** If, on ibe other hand, .tixon, O Bhishma, 
alsdnby the i%nda?as, attcdnest to beaven, I shall then, on a 
oar, sUy all of ,tbem, whom thou regardest as great car- 
warhiors l*?s-Biaving said tins, the niighty-armed Kwna of great 
iaaie, wijdr#ty son’s e^iwovtd, did wb fi^t for the first ten 
Bhiehmiic of great prowess in battle and of immeasur- 
able might, slow, 0 Bb^ta, a very Im;^ number of warriors 
bi^Lop^g to YudhishthiHii’s army 1** When, however, taat hero 
of aijue aim and great energy was slain, thy sons thought of 
B^aa, tihe p»rsoo84eini»us of <amsmng a river thinking of a 
b.o9t>^ Thy wsrriors and thy sons, together wita ^ the kings, 
:«taedeu!t, eayitg,— / And they all sud/-rEven this is 
|h# tpaefpr the .display of his prowess I**— *Our hearts then 
tatafid 4o jbat IS^ama who derived his knowlec^ of weapons 
' them. sdataadagni^wsDa, and whose prowess is uteapidde of being 
jejtatad -l^ iie. indeed, 0king, isoompetmrtto mve us firom 
gjceta dtagort^ like i^vioda always eanring Ibe celestiaU firmn 


Ya»^lSiyana aonttaae4'~'’^ato Sanjaya who was Ibus 
lil^^tatedly apftaachng £ama, Bluritariebtca, sighing like a 
enatko, said thecie words.** 

^ '*|)hritai|Bhtra said,-— '[I understand] that the hearts of 
you tmmad towards Yikartana’s son Kama, and that ail of 
you* that, son of Badba| that b#o pf 

afer jurii^ed to lay down his life m battlt.^? 1 befO th«d hei», 



4i| 'fofts^y' ^e #t- 

fis»i«liQittii!(j^^^^^^ Mi4^ »ii la ^me imB 

S^j ai^ ilMifpiiB af l^g leiia^ 
from tlteir danger.^ Wban IBlHslasaa) lh(^ i^go of tl}« Ka# 
jwaa slain, could j^araa, foceinoct of bo^en, succeed 

ia ^Uiwg up tike gapoauaed P* Pilling up tbaji gap, §ould E«mia 
jguip^e j^he foe fsiur ? Could he tdso crown, with fir|iit4fIiiB 
iK^a, CK^eistiaiBed by my »otw, of victory ?' ■“* 


Section II, 

‘^Saujayu 0 aid,-r‘Then Adbirathn^ son of thf iStUa easier 
hu<Kv4ng that Shiahma had been skdn, became desirous of rps- 
C\U(^, lihe a brother, thy son’s army .from the dishwes inlo 
which it had fallen, fmd which then ireseimhled a boat smoh in 
the ^hemless ooean.^ [Indeed]. Q king, haring hoard that 
the^.ml^ty cim'wa»ior and fbremoi^ of mon. that hero of un- 
ladfng glory, mz.j Gantanuh son, ^ been theowia^ewn* (|ro« 
h|s car), that grinder of foes, that foremost «f all wiehiers of 
bows, pi((.j K^an «Qpa came <to the field of batMe).* Whan 
thet beat of car-warriors, viz., Bhishma. was ahdnhy the foe, 
Elarnaapaedily came there, desirous of rescuing the E imu host, 
which resembled a boat suidE in the ocean, Uhe a shre deeiroiis 
ooscuing his children.* 

“ ‘4nd Euna iGaddressii^ the soldier^ said,T-3hat BhishnM 
in whom were hrmneai. intoHigm^ce, prowess, vigor, truth. 
aelf-Ecstrcdut, ahd a)l the vwtues of a hwoi so also pelestiai 
weapons, and humility, and modesty, agreeable speech, 

&:om maUee,^ when that ever-gnateful Bhishma^ that 
slaymrcl the foes of BrShmanas, in whmn were these attributes 
as permanently as Lahshmi in the Moon, alas, when that Bhiab- 
ma» that alayer of ho^ile heroes, hath jreoelved his. quietus, I 
regard all other heroes as already slain I* In consequence of 
the eternal connection (of all things) with woih, nothing ez- 
sists in this world that is imperishable. When \Bhishma 
high vows, hath heen. slain, who is there, :that would upon* 

bbnseif to sqy with w!#ude .tj^ lompffow’a aun wiH irinef* 
When he that wjis mwluad with fwowess equal iK> Ibai qf ihe 
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Vtttm, Ii» thadrfts bom of the e/aetfff <ii ;^hob bd, 

ibaA mW (^?tbo «arU), hath once QMwe been ut^tod ' ^ Ibe 
grieve ye, therefore, for your poBsessione bnd ciuldreR, 
foe this Ebtrth and the Euros, and this host !**<— 

“Sinjaya continood, — ^"Upon the fall of that booh>iiTnij§ 
hero of giipat might, that lord of the world, C4ntl«iu^ 
tibn of gfoat eneacgy, sndupon the (consequent) de^t oil the. 
^hSratas, Kama, with a cheerless hewt and eyes filled wish 
tears, began to console (the Dh&rtarashtras).* Hearing these 
Tvords of BSdha’s son, thy sons, 0 monarch, and thy troops, 
began to writ aloud and shed copious tears of grief Cortes' 
'^nding with the loudness of those wails,* When, howevrir, 
the dreadful battle once more took place and the Eaurava 
divirions, urged on by the kings, once more set up loud 
ishouts, that bull among mighty car-warriors, viz., Eama, then 
addressed the great /ear-warriors (of the Eaurava army) and 
-said words which caused them great delight.** — In this tranrient 
'world* everything is continually running (towards the jav^ 
of Death). Thinking of this, I regard everything as ephd- 
meral. When, however, all of you were here, how could Bhish- 
ma, that bull among the Eurus, immovable as a hill, be thrown 
down from his car ?“ When that mighty car-warrior, viz., tlfo 
-son of Cantemu, hath been overthrown, who even now lieth on 
the ground like the Sun himself dropped (from Ihe firmament, 
the Euru kings are scarcely competent to bear Dhananjaya, like 
teees incapable of bearing the mountain-wind,** I shall, how- 
«VOT, now protect, as that high-souled one did, this helpless 
'Euru host of cheerless mien, whose foremost warriors have 
already been slain by the foe 1** Let this burden now devolvfs 
on me. Isee that this universe is transient, since that ford- 
most of hbroes hath been slain in battle. Why shall I, the#, 
cherish any fear of Iwttfe ?t** Careering, therefore, on the field, 

V Mems to be, that when each a one hath been elain, whm 

i^ ther^ ai|^rUi that is not anbiect to destruction Ye, should, there- 
fore^ for your wealth, children, &.c., as things already gone.— Y. 

t is a slight diiSrerence resting in this as it occurs in 
the Bmnhey text 4%s Mnss ssems tolbe, that since everything is dee- 
, |itae#fo>^thj I fear fo dd my duty 


I infaatl despatch those halls Earu’s race, the 
vSis), to YaioaV ahode by raeami of ray straii^fat i^Aiafts. Begud-. 
ug ^me as the highest object in the world, I shall slay them Ih 
battle, or, slain by the foe, shall sleep on ^e field!*' Yudhi' 
ishthira is possessed of firmness, intelligence, virtae, and 
might. Yrikodara is equal to an hundred ele|hants jn prowess., 
Jejuna is young and is the son of the chief of the. celestials. The 
Fandava host, therefore, is not capable of being easily defeated 
by the very wlestials.** That force in whidi are the twins, 
each resembling Yama himself, that force in which are Satyaki. 
and the son of Oevaki, that force is like the jaws of Death. 
No coward, approaching it, can corae back with life.*' The 
wise oppose swelling ascetic power with ascetic austerities. So 
should force be opposed by force. Verily, my mind is firmly 
fixed upon opposing the foe and protecting my own party .*• 

0 charioteer, I- shall today certainly re^st the might the 
enemy, and Vanquish him by repairing only to the field of 
tmttle. I will not tolerate this intestine feud." When the troops 
are broken, he that cometh (for aiding in the andeavour to ndly) 
is a Mend. I shall either achieve this righteous feat worthy 
of an honest man, or casting off my life shall follow Bhishma 1 

1 shall either slay all my foes banded together, or slain by them, 
proceed to the regions reserved for heroes*® O charioteer,. I 
know that even this is what I should do when women and 
children cry for help or when Duryodhana’s prowess sustains a 
check. Therefore, I shall today conquer the foe.** Reckless of 
my very life in this terrible battle, I shall protect the Kurus 
and slay the sons of Fandu ! Slaying in battle all my* .fosS” 
banded together, I shall bestow (undisputed) sovereignty on 
Dhritar&shtra’s son!" Let ray armour, beautiful, made of 
Ifold, bright, and radiant with jewels and gems, be donned ; and, 
ray head-gear, of effulgence equal to that of the Sun ; and , my 
bows and arrows that resemble fire, poison, or snakes." Let also 
sixteen quivers be tied (to my car) at the propw places, and let a 
number of excellent bows be procured. Let also shafts, anddartS^ 
and heavy maces, andmyoonch, variegated with gold, be got' 

ready." Tfring also my variegated, beautiful, an4 
standard, made of gold^ possessed of the effulgence iff, tha J^us^ 









and bearing the device ef the dlei^hlinVa girth, dei^ifi^ it n^ir 
a deUcaie cldtir, and decking it intli eneetteut g^etada aad i net- 
#nrk of d chinoteer’s rioh, biing me a^ad^ #ftM i^aeidi 

some flee^ tteeds Of the fide Of tanriiy ttoude, net lean, and 
im^ked in irater sanctified- 'witR dnd lOfniiiRed trith 

tna^ings of bright gold.*^ Biiiig me ailao, WitK sfeod, aO e±~ 
ctllent car' decked ^th garlands of gold, adofoed ivitR gems, 
hrigfat ai the Sun Or the Moon, firiiished with every noOeasary, 
at also with weapons, and unto Which are yoked mEoelleht dni^ 
maW* Bring me also a number of excellent boWO of gTeat 
toughness, and a number of excellent boWsMngs caj^hle Of 
imitihg (the foe), and some quivers, large and full of 
dttd some coats of mail for my body.** Bring mO alSO, With 
speed, O hero, ev»y (au'spicious) article needed for occasions Of 
setting out (for battle), such as Vessels of brass and gOld MI 
of cords. Let garlandc of flowers be brought, and let them be 
put on riie (proper) limbs of my body. Let drums alim be beat 
for victory !** Go, 0 charioteer, quickly to the spot where thO 
diadem-decked (fihjuiia), and Yrikodara, and DhaTma's son 
(Yudhishthira), and the twins, are ! Encountering them in batfle, 
either I shall slay them, (W, slain by them, my fo€s, shall 
foHoW Bbishma !** 'Yhat force hi Which are king Yndhurbthira 
in truth, and Bhima, and Arjuna, and Vfisudeva, and 
^tyitki, and the Srinjayas, that force, I think, is incapalblo of 
being conquered by the togs I*^' If all-destroying Death himself. 
With unremitting vigilance^ were to protect K^tin, trill -Would 
I slay him, encountering him in battle. Of repair myself to 
’IfWa’s abode by Bhishma’s track !** Yerily, t say, that I Will 
r^Hur into the midst of thote heroes ! - These (togS) that arc 
my alUCs are not provokers of intestine feuds. Or of weak 
attachment to me; or of nnrighteouh souls.— •* 

"lilaajaya conriiraed,-^%ding oh an excellent and dodtiy ct^ 
i>f gre^ stre^lgrii, with ad ex^llOnt pole, dedkedf W^h gold, 
a;^pridns, fariririied with a Standdri^ add dnto Whhih Wore' yoked 
ekmirieidt Steeds that were fleet as HHe widd, Earda' ]|nr6dsedad 
’(tpbatae>fm victory.** Worshipped by the Memoet of Kord 
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Oisuvwarrk^s like tselestials, that high-soufed aiid 

fierce bc^rman, endued with iiAmea^urable energy like the 
Sun himeelf, upon his car decked with gold and jewels and 
gems, furnished with an excellent standard, unto which were 
ynked excellent steeds, and whose rattle resembled the roll of 
the clouds, proceeded, accompanied by a large fcftrce, to that 
field of battle where that bull of Bharata*s race t^Bhishma) had 
paid his debt to iiature.”“®^ Of beautiful person and endued 
with the splendour of fire, that great bowman and mighty car*^ 
warrior, the son of Adhiratha, then mounted on his own 
beautiful car possessed of the effulgence of fire, and shone like the 
lord of the celestials himself riding on his celestial car.' 


Section III. 

‘^Sanjaya said,-*-'Boholding the grandsire, the venerable 
Bhishma, that destroyer of all the Kshatriyas> that hero of 
righteous soul and immeasurable energy, that great bowman 
thrown down (from his car) by Savyasachin with his celestial 
weapons, lying on a bed of arrows, and looking like the vast 
ocean dried up by the mighty winds/"^ the hope thy sons had 
for victory disappeared along with their coats of mail and 
peace of mind* Beholding him who was always an island 
unto persons sinking in the fathomless ocean in their endea- 
5Cours to cross it, beholding that hero coveted with arrows that 
had coursed in a stream as continuous as that of Yamuna, ^that 
hero who looked like Maind/ca of unbearable energy throwrT 
down on the earth by the great Indra, that warrior lying prm^ 
trate on the earth like the Sun himself dropped down from the 
firmament, that one who looked like the inconceivable Indrii 
himself after his defeat of old by Vritra, that deprivef of all: 
warriors of their senses, that foremost of all combatants, that 
signal of all bowmen,-— beholding that hero and bull among- men^ 
thy sire Bhishma of high vows, that grandsire cf the 
Bharatsi,*— ^thrown doWfi in battle and lying, covered with * 
Arjuna's shafts, on a hero's bed, Adhirath^s son ( K|rna^) 
alighted from his car, in great affliction, filled with grie?, and 
almost senseless.®*® ^Afflicted (with sorrow), and with eyea. 

2 
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doubled with teare, he proceeded on foot. Saluting hini with 
joined palms, and addressing him reverentially, he said,*— I am 
Kama ! Blessed be thou 1 Speait to mo, O Bh&rata, in sacred 
and auspicious words, and look at me, opening thy eyes !’* No 
man certainly enjoyeth in this world the fruits of his pious deeds, 
since thou, reverend in years and devoted to virtue, liest on the 
ground, slain (l)y the foe) !” O thou that art the foremost one 
among the Kurus, I do not see that there is any one else among 
them, who is competent (like thee) in filling the treasury, 
in counsels, in the matter of disposing the troops in battle 
array, and in the use of weapons !'* Alas, he that was endued 
with a righteous understanding, he that always protected the 
Kurus from every danger, alas, he, having slain numberless 
■warriors, proceedeth to the region of the Pitris /** From this 
day, O chief of the Bl^jvratas, the Fandavas, excited with wrath, 
will slaughter the Kurus like tigers slaying deer !** Today the 
Kauravas, acquainted with the force of Gandiva’s twang, will 
regard Savyasacliia, like the Aeuraa regarding the wieWer of 
the thunder-bolt, with terror !'* Today the noise, resembling 
that of heaven’s thunder, of the arrows shot from GSndiva, will 
inspire the Kurus and other kings with great terror P' Today, 
O hero, like a raging conflagration of fierce flames consuming a 
forest, the shafts of Kiritin will consume the Dhartarashtras!*'' 
In those parts of the forest through which fire and wind march 
together, they burn all plants and creepers and trees.** With- 
eu* ^oubt, Partha is even like a swelling fire, and, without 
^oubt, O tiger among men, Krishna is like the wind.*’ Heai^ 
ing the blare of Pdnehajanya and the twang of Gdndiva, all 
the Kaurava troops, 0 Eharata, will be inspired with fear t*® O 
hero, without thee, the kings will never be able to bear the 
rattle of the ape-bannered car belonging to that grinder of foes 
when he will advance (upon them) 1** Who amongst the kings, 
,jaye thyself, is coti^tent to battle with that Arjuna whose 
feats,* as dei^bed by the wise, are >11 superhuman?** Super- 
‘ human was the battle that he folight with the high-souled 
(^ahSdeva) of Ifiiree eyes ! Fromi him he obtained a boon 
that is unattainal^ by persons oil umanctified souls.** De- 
lighting in battle,f^ati son of P&ndU is ifrqtected by Madhaya. 
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Whip is th^re tliafe is competent *o vanquish him who could noi? 
be vanquished, by thee before,?^ although thou, endued with 
great energy, hadst vanquished Bama himself in battle, that 
fierce destroyer of the Kshatriya race, worshipped, besides, by 
the gods and the Danavas Incapable of putting up with 
that son of Pandu, that foremost of heroes in battle, even I, 
with thy permission, am competent to slay, with the force of 
my weapons, that brave and fierce warrior who resembleth a 
snake of virulent poison and who slayeth’ his foes with hia 
glances alone ! — * 


Section IV. 

^'Saujaya said, — *Unto him who was talking thus, the aged 
Kuru grandsire, with a cheerful heart, said these words adapt- 
ed to both time and place — Like the bcean unto rivers, like 
the Sun unto all luminous bodies, like the righteous unto 
Truth, like a fertile soil unto seeds, like the clouds unto all * 
creatures, be thou the refuge of thy relatives and friends t 
Like the celestials upon him of a thousand eyes, let thy kins- 
men depend upon thee Be thou the humiliater of thy foes, 
and the enhancer of the joys of thy friends ! Be thou unto 
the Kauravas as Vishnu unto the dwellers of heaven De- 
sirous of doing what was agreeable to Dhritar ashtrays son, 
thou didst, with the might and prowess of thy own arms, O 
Kama, vanquished the Kamvojas, having proceeded to Raja- 
pura !• Many kings amongst whom Nagnajit was the fonemo gfr 
while staying in Girivraja, as also the Amvashthas, the Videhas, 
and the Gandharvas, were all vanquished by thee The Kira- 
tas, fierce in battle, dwelling in the fastnesses of HimaVat, 
were formerly, O Kama, made by thee to own Duryodhana's 
sway.^ And so also, the Utpalas, the Mekalas, the Paundras, , 
the Kalingas, the Andhras, the Nishadas,^ :|he Trigartes, and 
the Valhikas, were all vanquished by thee, 0 il&ma, in battleJS 
In many other countries, O Kama, impelled by :|he desii i^ 
of doing good to Duryodhan^, thou didst, O heir^! vanquish 
many races and kings of ^great energy ? Like Durypdiiap%, ... 
ehild, with his kinsmen, and relatives, and friends, 
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also the refuge of all the Kauravas Xu auspicious words I 
command thee, go, and fight mUi the enemy 1 liOad the 
Kurus in Wttle, and give victory unto Duryodhana !** Thou 
art to US dur grandson even as Duryodhana is. AceonSng to 
the ordinance, all of us also are as much thine as Duryo- 
Ghana’s !*** ^ The wise, O foremost of men, say that tbo com- 
panionship of the righteous with the righteous is a superim* 
relationship than that through the womb.**^ Without falsifying, 
therefore, thy relationship with the Kurus, protect thou the 
Kaurava host like Duryodhana, regarding it as thy own !**— 

“ ‘Hearing these words of his, Vikartana’s son Kmrna, re- 
verentially saluting Bhishma’s feet, (bade him farewell and) 
came to that spot where all the Kaurava bowmen were.*® View- 
ing that wide and unpardelled encampment of the vast host, 
he began to cherish (by words of encouragement) those well- 
armed and broad-chestod warriors.** And all the Kauravas 
headed by Duryodhana were filled with joy. And beholding 
the mighty-armed and high-soulod Karna come to tho field and 
station himself at‘ the head of the whole anny, for battle, the 
Kauravas worshipped him with loud shouts and slapping of 
arm-pits and leonine roars and twang of bows and diverse 
other kinds of noise.*’”**'*® 


Section V. 

“Sunjaya said, — ^*Beholding that tiger among men, mz^ 
mounted on his car, Duryodhana, O king, filled with 
joy, said these words :* — ^Thia host, protected by thee, hj^h now, 
I think, got a proper leader !' Let that, however, be settled 
now which is proper and within our power !* — 

" ‘Kswna amd, — Tell us thyself, O tiger among men, for thou 
c art the lyisest of kings 1 Another can never see so well what 


should be done as be seeth it whose concern it is !* Ihese kings 
«;e all desirous of listening to what thou mayst have to say f 
, 1 am sure l^at so 4mproper words will be uttered by thee 



,, ■ ■■ U 

' The elisond line of 12 is read inoorr|ct)y in tlie Bengal teats. Ins. 
fetid oi tathSipi the true i;e«diug (as in the Bombay edition) is tavapt.-rX 
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• " 'Unryodham said, — BhishiaK was o«r commsuider, pcti^Sd« 
ed (as ho was) ol years, prowess, and learning, and sni^ported 
fey all o«r wiariors !* That high-souled one, O Kama, aphi^v^ 
ing great glory and slaying large numbers of my enemies, pro- 
teoted us by fair fight for ten days !* Ho achieved the most diffi- 
cult of feats. But now that he is about to ascend •to heaven, 
whom, O Kama, dost thou think fit to be owr coinmander 
after him P Without a leader, an army cannot stay in feattiO 
for even a short while, O thou that art foremost in battle, like 
a boat without a helmsman in the waters.* Indeed, as a boat 
without a helmsman, or a car without a driver, would go any 
where, so would the plight be of a host that is without a leader.* 
Like a merchant who falleth into every kind of distress when ho 
is unacquainted with the ways of the* country he visits, an 
army that is without a leader is exposed to every kind of dis- 
tress.'® Look thou, therefore, among all *the high-souled war- 
riors of our army, and find 'out a proper leader who may 
succeed the son of Cantanu !" Him whom thou wouldst regard 
as a fit loader in battle, him, all of us, without doubt, will to* 
gether make our leader !** — 

“ ‘Kama said, — AH these foremost of men arc high-souled 
persons ! Every one of them deserveth to be our leader. There 
is no need of any minute examination.'* All of them arc con- 
versant with noble genealogies and with the art of smiting ; all 
of them are endued with prowess and intelligence. All of them 
are attentive and acquainted with the scriptures, possessed of 
wisdom, and unretreating from battle.*'* AH, however, csnnol^ 
be leaders at the same time. Only one should be selected as 
leader, in whom are especial merits.** All of these regard onp 
another as equals. If one amongst them, th^fore, be honored, 
the others will he dissatisfied, and, it is evident, will no longer 
fight for thee from desire of benefiting thee !** This one, how!- 
ever, is the preceptor (in arms) of all these warriors ; is vener- 

* Kvla-mmkananorjn&nu^ i. e,^ knowledge of SulOf as also of mm- 
hanana^ which latter, as Nilakantha explains, means 4lie body. A 
knowledge of the body, of vital and other limbs, "was possessed by ' 

every accomplished wariior who wanted to smite effectually.. — T. * ' 
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able in and worthy of JfWpeci; TherefoM^ Bsf^Wa, tb«^ 

foremost of all wielders of weapons, should be made the leader.^* 
Who is there worthy of becoming a leader, when the invincible 
Drona, that foremost of persons conversant with Bi'cthvfM, is 
here, that one, vis., who is equal to Cukra or Vrihaspati hint* 
self ?“ Amongst all the kings in thy army, O Bharata, there 
is not a single warrior who will not follow Drona when the 
latter goeth to battle.*’* This Drona is the foremost of all 
leaders of forces, the foremost of all wielders of weapons, and- 
the foremost of all intelligent persons. He is, besides, 0 king, 
thy preceptor (in arms)!** Therefore, O Duryodhana, make 
this one the loader of thy forces without delay, as the celestials 
made K^rtikeya their leader in battle for vanquishing tba 
AmrcLs.—’ 


Section VI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ^‘Hearing these words of Karna, king Duryo- 
dhana then said this unto Drona who was staying in the midst 
of the troops.* 

“‘Duryodhana said, — For the superiority of the order of 
thy birth, for the nobility of thy parentage, for thy learning, 
years, and intelligence, for also thy prowess, skill, invincibility, 
knowledge of worldly matters, policy, and self-conquest, by 
reason also of thy ascetic austerities and thy gratitude, superior 
as thou art as regards every virtue, among these kings there is , 
-none- who can make so good a leader as thou !*"* Protect thou, 
therefore, ourselves, like V&sava protecting the celestials 1 Hav- 
ing thee for our leader, we desire, O best of Brahmanas, to 
vanquish our foes.* As Eapali amongst the Rvdrm, Pavaka 
among the Fastte, Kuvera among the Yotkahaa, Vasava among 
the Mamta,* ya 9 ishtha among Brahmanas, the Sun amcmgat 
luminous bodies, Yama among Pitria, Varuna among acquatie 
■^'iraeatwes,* as;^e Moon among stars, and U 9 anas among 
the sons pf ,.llti, so art thou the foremost of all leaders 
of f<»cea»^ therefore, our leader!* 0 sinless one, let 


• I. e., who will feel it humiliating for him to Walk behind Drona,— T. 
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these tau Bnd one of troops be obedideht to thy 

word of command ! Disposing these troops in battle array, 
slay thou our foes like Indra slaying the Ddnavaa /• Proceed 
thou at the head of us all like Pdvaka*$ sou (K^tikeya) at the 
head of the celestial forces. We will follow thee to battle like 
bulls following a bovine loader.* A fierce and great howman ad 
thou art, beholding thee stretching the bow at our* head, Arjuna 
will not strike.^® Without doubt, O tiger among men, if thou 
becomest our leader, I will vanquish Yudhishthira with all his 
followers and relatives in battle 

‘‘Sanjaya continued, — ‘After Duryodhana had uttered these 
words, the kings (in the Kaurava army) all cried victory to 
Drona. And they all delighted thy son by uttering a loud 
leonine shout/* And the troops, filled with joy, and with 
Duryodhana at their head, desirous of winning great renown, 
began to glorify that best of Brahmanas, * Then, O king, Drona 
addressed Duryodhana in those words.* **** 


Section VIL 

“ ‘Drona said, — I know the Vetlccs with^ their six branches, 
I know also the science of human affairs. I am acquainted also 
with the paiva weapon, and diverse other species of weapons/ 
Endeavouring to actually display all those virtues which ye, 
desirous of victory, have attributed to me, I will fight with the 
Pandavas I* I will not, however, O king, be able to slay the son 
of Prishata, O bull among men, he hath been created £oj^ 
slaughter 1* I will fight with the Pandavas, and slay the 
Somakas. As regards the Pandavas, they will not fight with 
me with cheerful hearts / — * 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus permitted by Drona, thy son, 
O king, then made him the commander of his forces according 
to the rites proscribed in the ordinance/ And the kings (in the 
Kaurava army) headed by Duryodhana performed the investi- 
ture of Drona in the command of the forces like the celestials^ 
headed by Indra in days of yore performing the investiture of 
^kanda.* After Drona’s installation in the command, 
of the fk^my expressed itself by the, jirums and the 
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loud blare of o^nobs.’ Then with crlee suoh as gruei Uliei eairs. 
on a fealuve day, with auajiicious invocations BrahnaSman 
gfatified witkfiFesents, with the hymns and songs of bards «id 
panegyrist^,* with cries of Jaya uttered by . foremost BrSr 
bmanas, and with the dance of mimes, Drona was duly honcHred 
And the Katirava warriors regarded the Fandavas as already 
van^uiahed.’* ‘• 

“Sanjaya continued, — ’‘Then that mighty car-warrior, 
Bharadwaja’s.son, having obtained the command cf the array, 
arrayed the troops in order of battle, and went out with tl y . 
sons from dosiro of fighting the foe.*® And the ruler of the 
Sindhus, and the chief of the Kalingas, and thy son Vikama, 
clad in mail, took up their posit^pn on the right wing (of 
Drona).*‘ And Cakuiii', accompanied by many foremost of 
horsemen battling with bright lances and belonging to the 
Gbndharva tribe, proceeded, acting as their support.** And 
l^ipa, and Kritavarman, and Chitrasena, and Viving^ati, head?, 
ed by Dus^asana, strove vigorously for protecting the loft 
wing.** And the Kamvojas headed by Sudakshina, and the 
Cakas, and the Yavanas, with steeds of great fleetness, proceed- 
ed, as the latter’s support.'* And the Madras, the Trigartas, 
the Amvashthas, the Westerners, the N ortherners, the Malavas, 
the Givis, the Curasenas, the Ciidras, the Maladas,** the Sau- 
viras, the Kitavas, the Easterners, and the Southerners, plac- 
ing thy son (Dnryodhana) and the Suta’s son (Kama) at their 
head, forming the rear-guard, “ gladdened the warriors of their 
^wn -army and added to the strength of the (advancing) force. 
Yikartana’s son Kama proceeded at the head of all the bow- 
men.**' And his blazing and large and tall standard bearing the 
device of the elephant’s rope, shone with an effulgence like that 
of the Sun, gladdening his own divisions.** Beholding Kama, 
uono regarded the calamity caused by Bhishma’s death. And 


^ * 4- diffareiwje of readin^f ^cars fiera between the Beng^al 

Bombay lexts. Both have defects of their own* It seems to 
'lue that DfoM As leader, proceeded in the van. Kama, when described 
fs proc^ediii^^lEhd head of all bowmen,^ must be tahen as marching at 

in tliat ciafe, his ' positiba would be 

ii^e^edii^elj 
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th« kings, along with the Kurus, all became freed from j^ief.** 
And large numbers of warriors, banded together, said nnto 
one another, — Beholding Karna on the field, the P&ndavas wiH 
never be able to stay in battle !** Indeed, Karna is quite com- 
patent to vanquish in battle the very gods with V&savn ai 
their head ! What need be said, therefore, of the sons of 
Pandu who are destitute of energy and prowess The mighty- 
armed Bhishma spared the Parthas in battle^ Karna, however, 
will slay them in the fight with his keen shafts !•* — Speaking unto 
one another thus, and filled with joy, they proceeded, applaud- 
ing and worshipping the son of Badha.** As regards our army, 
it was arrayed by Drona in the form of a ^akata (vehicle) ; 
while the array of our illustrious foes, O king, was in the form 
of a Krauncha (crane)** as disposect O Bharata, by king 
Tudhishthira the just in great cheerfulness. At the head of 
their array were those two foremost of persons,** viz., Vishnu 
and l>hananjaya, with their banner set up, bearing the device of 
the ape. The hump of the whole army and jthe refuge of all 
bowmen,** that banner of Fartha endued with immeasurable 
energy, as it floated in the welkin, seemed to illumine the 
entire host of the high-souled Yudhishthiyra.** That banner 
of Partha possessed of great intelligence seemed to resemble the 
blazing Sun that riseth at the end of the Yttga for consuming 
the world.** Amongst bowmen, Arjuna is the foremost ; amongst 
bows, Oandiva is the foremost ; amongst creatures, Vasudeva 
is the first ; and amongst all kinds of discs Sttdar^aTui is the 
first.*’ Bearing these four embodiments of energy, that car uUto'‘ 
which Were yoked white steeds, took up its position in the front 
of the (hostile) army, like the fierce discus of Death ujuraised 
(for striking).'® Thus did those two foremost of men stand 
the very bead of their respective forces, viz., Karna at the head 
of thy army, and Dhananjaya at the head of the hostile one.** 
Both excited with wrath, and each desirous of slaying the 
other, Kwna and Arjuna looked at each other in that battle.^* 
“‘Then when that mighty car-warrior, viz., Bharadwija's 
eon, proceeded to battle with great speed, the Iglarth seemed to 
tremble with loud sounds of wailing.** Then a think duit; 
nised by the wind and reiMsnl^iDg a cwiopy of lawny ei2k/e» 

a 
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v«)]opdd[irhefiky And the Sun.** And though the finoMnent 
.Dras cloudless, yet a shower fell of pieces of flesh, bones, and 
^blood. And vultures and hawks and cranes mA KmikoLS, and 
lurows, in thosusands,** began continually to fall upon the (Ean- 
.Tava) troops. And jackalls yelled aloud ; and many fierce and 
Iterrible biids*’ repeatedly wheeled to the left of thy army, 
-firOm desire of eating flesh and drinking blood.*'* And many 
blazing, meteors, jilluminating (the sky), and covering large 
•areas with their tails, fell on the field with loud sound and 
■feembling motion." And the wide disc of the Sun, O monarch, 
.seemed to emit flashes of lightning with thundering noise, when 
the commander of the (Kaurava) army set out." These and 
many other portents, fierce and indicating a destruction of 
iioroes, were seen during the battle.*® Then commenced the 
encounter between the troops of the Kurus and the Fandavas 
desiroJs of slaying each other. And so loud was the din thrt it 
seemed to fill the whole earth.** And the Fandavas and the 
Kauravas, enraged with each other, and skilled in smiting, 
began to strike each other with sharp weapons, from de^e of 
victory.** Then that great bowman of blazing effulgence rushed 
towards the troops of the Fandavas with great impetuosity, 
scattering hundreds of sharp arrows.** Then the Fandavas and 
the Srinjayas, beholding Drona rush towards them, received 
tim, 0 king, with showers upon showers (in distinct sets) of 
arrows.** Agitated and broken by Drona, the large host of the 
PSndavas and the Fanchalas broke like a row of cranes by force 
. of^he wind.** Invoking into existence many celestial weapons 
in that battle, Drona, within a very short time, afflicted the 
Fandavas and the Srinjayas.*' Slaughtered by Drona like the 
DSnavets by Vasava, the Fanchalas headed by Dhrishtadyumna 
trembled in that battle.** Then that mighty car- warrior, viz,, 
Yajnasenft’s son (Dhrishtadyumna), that hero acquainted with 
celestial weapons, broke, with his arrowy showers, the division 
of Drona in n^any places.** And the mighty son of Frishata 
baffling with hia own arrowy showers the showers of arrows 


- * Lit-i “placed thy army. to their fight,” t. e., these birds wheeled to 
^ leU of host, which is aBefU^ Otteih'-'X. . 
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shot byDronS, dflaecl ft great slaughter araong the Kurm** 
The mighty-armed Drona then, rallying his men in battle and 
gathering ^em together, rushed towards the son of Prishata.f«" 
He then sped at Frishata’s son a thick shower of arrows like 
Haghavat excited with rage showering his arrows with great, 
force upon the DSnavaa.*'^ Then the Pandavas and the Siin-f 
jayaa, shaken by Drona with his shafts, repeatedly broke lika 
a herd of inferior animals attacked by a lion.®* And the mighty 
Drona careered through the Pandava force like a circle of fire* 
All this, 0 king, seemed highly wonderful.'® Mounted on hia 
awn excellent car which (then) resembled a city coursing 
trough the skies, which was furnished with every necessary 
according to (military) science, whose banner floated on the 
air, whose rattle resounded through the •field, whose steeds were 
(well) urged, and the staff of whoso standard was bright as 
crystal, Drona struck fear into the heafts of the enemy and 
caused a great slaughter among them,®*'*® 


Section Vin. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding Drona thus slaying steeds and 
drivers and car- warriors and elephants, the Pandavas, witlt* 
out being troubled, encompassed him on all sides.® Then king 
Yudhishthira, addressing Dhrishtadyumna and Dhananjaya, said 
unto them, — Let the Pot-born (Drona) be checked, oUr men 
surrounding him on all sides with care !* — Thus addressed, those 
mighty car-warriors, viz., Arjuna and Prishata’s son, along with 
their followers, all received Drona as the latter came.® And 
the Kekaya princes, and Bhimasena, and Subhadra’s son, and 
Ghatotkacha, and Yudhishthira, and the twins (Nakula and 
Sahadeva), and the ruler of the Matsyas, and the son of Dru* 
pada,® and the (five) sons of Dn-upadi all filled with joy, and 
Dhrishtaketu, and Satyaki, and the wrathful Chitrasena, apd the 
mighty car-warrior Yuyutsu,® and many other kings, O monmrch, 
who followed the son of Pandu, all achieved diverse feats id 
keeping with their lineage and prowess.® Beholding then that 
host protected in that battle by those Pandava* warriors, Bhai^., 
dwaja’s son, turning his eyes in wrath, cast his looks upon itjf 
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IniaBied witil «Bg«, that warrior, inrmcible m battle, eonnuaed^ 
aa he stoi^ upon hiB car, the Bandava host like tibe toaqiee^ dee?* 
ttoyit^ vast maaseB ol douds.* Bushing on all sides at ear* 
wuriots and steeds and foot-soldiers and elephants, Drona fori* 
o^y (Kureered over the fidd like a }roang man though bearing 
the weight of years.* His red steeds, fleet as the wind, and of 
cseellent breed, cov^ed with blood, O king, assumed a beautifbl 
appearance.'* Beholding that hero of regulated vows felling 
Ifte Yama himself inflamed with wrath, the soldiers 
of Yudhishthira fled away on all sides." And as some fled 
away and others rallied, as some looked at him and others stayed 
on the field, the noise they made was fierce and terrible.'* And 
that tioise causing delight to heroes and enhancing the fears 
of the timid, filled the tvhole welkin and the earth.'* And once 
inore Drona, uttering bis own name in battle, made himself 
exceedingly fi«oe, scattering hundreds of arrows among the 
foe.'* Indeed, the mighty Drcuia, though old, yet acting like 
a young man, careered like Death himself, O sire, amid the 
divirioiM of Paniu’s son.** That fierce warrior, cutting off 
as well as arms decked with ornaments, made the terraces 
of many cars empty, and uttered leonine roars.'* And in conse* 
quence of those joyous riiouts of his, as riso of the force of his 
idiafts, tiae warriors, O lord, (of the hostile wnny) trembled like 
a herd of kine afflicted by cold." And in consequence of the 
ta^e cf his cur and tbe sbredaing of his bowskring and the 
twang (f bis bow, the whole welkin resounded with a loud noise.'* 
Aiod- ^ [fliafte of that hero, coursing in thousands from his 
bow, and enveloping all the points of the compass, fell upon the 
elephants and steeds and cars and foot-soldiers (of the enemy).'* 
OHien the P&nchalas and the Pandavas boldly approached Drona, 
who, anaed with bis bow of great force, resembled a fire having 
weapons for its flames.** Then with their elephants and foot* 
eoldiers and steeds he began to despatch tiiem unto the abode of 
-Yama. And soon Drona made tiie earth miry with blood.** 
Soatiering his mighty weapons and shooting his shafts thidc on 
evory ride, Drona soon so covered all the points of the compass 
'^at Aothing eouTd be seen except his showears of arrows.** And 
among fooVsoldiem and cars and aiteeds and ele|dtants notMng 
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odoM be seen save Orona’s arrows. The standard of his ear 
was all that could be seen, moving like flaehea of Ug^ning-. 
amid the ears.*** Of soul incapable of being d^tressed, Drona 
then, armed with bow and arrows, {dieted the five prinoee 
of Kekaya mid the ruler of the PSnehalas, and then rushed 
against the division of Yudhishthira.** Then Bhhnasena and 
Dhananjaya and the grandson of Cini, and the sons of Drupada^ 
and the ruler of Ka<;i, viz., the son of Caivya, and Civi him- 
self, cheerfully and with loud roars covert him with their 
arrows.** Shafts in thousands, decked with wings of gold, shot 
from Drona’s bow, piercing through the bodies of the elephants 
and the young steeds of those warriors, entered the earth, thehr 
feathers dyed with blood.** The field of battle, strewn with car* 
and the prostrate forms of large bands ^3f warriors and of ele- 
phant and steeds mangled with shafts, looked like the welkin 
covered with masses of black clouds.*^' Then Drona, desirous 
of the prosperity of thy sons, having thus crushed the divisions 
of Satyaki, and Bhima, and Dhananjaya, and Subhadra’s son, 
and Drupada, and the ruler of the Ka^is, and having grinded 
many other heroes in battle,** indeed, that high-souled warrior, 
having achieved these and many other feats, and having, O chief 
the Kurus, scorched the world like the* Sun himself as he 
rises at the end of the Yuga, proceeded hence, O monaveb, 
to heaven !*’ That hero possessed of a golden car, that grin 
der of hostile hosts, having achieved mighty feats and slaia 
in thousands** the warrienra of the Pandava host in battle, 
hath at last been himself slain by Dhrishtadyumna ! Hailing, 
in fact, slain more than two Akahauhinis of brave and nn- 
returning warriors, that hero endued with intelligence at last 
attained to the highest state ! Indeed, O king, having achieved 
tiie most difficult feats, he hath at last been slmn by the Panda- 
vas and the Panchalas of cruel deeds. When the preceptor was 
slain in battle, there arose in the welkin, O monarch, a loud 
uproar of all creatures, as also of all the troopa Besounffing 


* The first line of 23 is read with a slight variation in the BmgU 

lexis. The words **nothing could be seen sate Drona’s arrows** 

ed here to nake the sense clear.— T. 
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ttirough Ibeaven m<i earth and the intermediate space and tUrongb 
the cax^ttal and the subsidiary Sections, the loud cry-^0 
fl6,—ot creatures was heard. And the gods, the PUHa, and 
they that were his friends, all** beheld that mighty caa^wanrioriJ 
ui*., the son of Bharadwaja, thus slain. The Pandavas, having 
wen the victory, uttered leonine shouts. And the Earth trenar 
bled with those loud shouts of theirs.’ ”** 


SECtion IX. 

“DhritarSshtra said, — ‘How did the Pandavas and the Srin- 
Jayas slay Drona in battle, — ^Drona who was so accomplished in 
Weapons amongst all wielders of arms?* Did his car break (in 
ceUrse of the fight) ? Did his bow break while he was striking 
(the foe)? Or, was Drona careless at the time that he met with his 
death blow ?* How, indeed, O child, could Prishata's son, (viz,, 
Dhrishtadyumna) the prince of Fancbala, slay that hero incapabln 
of being humiliated by enemies, who scattered thick showers of 
shafts furnished with wings of gold, and who was endued with 
great lightness of hand, — that foremost of Brahmanas who was 
accomplished in everything, acquainted with all modes of war- 
fare, capable of shooting his shafts to a great distance, and self- 
restrained, who was possessed of great skill in the use of weapons 
and armed with celestial weapons, — ^that mighty warrior, of 
Unfiwling glory, who was always careful, and who achieved the 
iSiercest feats in battle ?*** It is plain, it seems to me, that destiny 
is Sftperior to exertion, since even the brave Drona hath been 
slain by the high-souled son of Prishata !* That hero in whom 
Were the four kinds of weapons, alas, thou sayest that that 
Drona, that preceptor in bowmatfiship, is slunT Hearing of 
the slaughter of that hero who used to ride his bright car covered 
vnth tiger-skins and adorned with pure gold, I cannot drive 
hway my grief I* Without doubt, O Saniaya, no one dies of 
.grief caused by another’s calamity, since, wretch that I am, I 
am yet alivemthough I have heard of Drona’s death !* Destiny 
I rcgard»^ be all-powerful, exertion is fruitless ! Surely, my 
.heart,.^h^fas it is, is made of adamant,*^ since it breaketh nok 
into a htlil^ed pieces, although I have heard of Drona’s death! 
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He who was waitod upon by Brahmanas and princes desirous ;cf 
instruction in the Fedos and divination and bowmanship, tdas, 
how could he be taken away by Death ! I cannot brook the over- 
throw of Drona which is even like the drying up of the ocean, or 
the removal of Meru from its site, or the fall of the Sun frcun 
the drmament 1 He was a restrainer of the wicked, ., and a pro- 
tector of the righteous.”'^* That scorcher of foes wsho hath given 
up his life for the wretched Duryodhana, upon whose prowess 
rested that hope of victory which my wicked sons entertained,** 
who was equal to Vrihaspati or U9ana3 himself in intelligence, 
alas, how was he slain ? His large steeds of red hue, covered 
with net of gold,** fleet as the wind and incapable of being struck 
with any weapon in battle, endued with great strength, neighing 
cheerfully, well-trained and of the Sindhu breed, yoked unto 
his car and dragging the vehicle excellently,*’ always perse- 
vering in the midst of battle, — did tl,tey become weak and 
fkint ? Coolly bearing in battle elephants while those huge crea- 
tures roared at the blare of concha and the beat of drums, 
unmoved by twang of bows and showers of 'arrows and other 
weapons, foreboding the defeat of foes by their very appearance, 
never drawing long breaths (in consequence of toil), above all 
fatigue and pain,*’"** were those fleet steeds liihat drew the car of 
Bharadwaja’s son soon overpowered ? Even such were the steeds 
yoked unto his golden car ! Even such were the steeds yoked 
thweto by that foremost of human heroes !*’ Mounted on his own 
excellent car decked with pure gold, why, O son, could he not 
cross the sea of the Pandava army What feats were aebisyed 
in battle by Bharadwaja’s son, that warrior who always drew 
tears from other heroes, and upon whose knowledge (of weapons) 
all the bowmen of the world rely ?’* Firmly adhering to truth, 
and endued with groat might, what, indeed, did Drona achieve 
ih battle ? Who were those car- warriors that advanced in 
battle against that achiever of fierce deeds, that foremost of all 
Wielders of the bow, that first of heroes, who resembled OakrS 
himaelf in heaven ? Did the Pandavas fly away, beholding him 
of the golden car,*®"** him, viz., ot mighty strength who invoked 
^n^o existence celestial weapons ? Or, did king Yudhishthiya 
the just, with, his younger brothers, and having the prince of 
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Fanchita (Bhrishtadyamna) tea hia biuding €h<a'd,^ attadb 
Drona, atirrounding him with his troops on all sides ? Yorilyt 
F&rtha most hare, with his stndght shafts, checked all the other 
oar-warriors,**^* and then Prishata’s son of sinful deeds must 
hare surrounded Drona. I do not sea any other warrior, save 
■the fierce <I)hrishtadyumna protected by Arjuna, who coidd 
have compassed the death of that mighty hero ! It seems that 
when those heroes, viz., the Kekayas, the Chedis, the Karu-' 
shas, the Matsyas, and the other kings, surrounding the pre- 
ceptor, pressed him exceedingly like ants pressing upon a snake, 
while he was engaged in some difficult feat, the wretched 
Dhrishtadyumna must have slmn him then ! This is what 
I think ! He who, having studied the four Vedas with their 
branches and the histt>ries forming* tho fifth (Veda),**^* 
became the refuge of the Brahmanas as the ocean is of rivers, 
that scorcher of foes who lived both as a Brahmana and 
a Kshatriya,** alas, how could that Brahmana, reverend in 
years, meet with his end at the edge of a weapon ? Of a proud 
spirit, he was yet often humiliated and had to suffer pain on my 
account However undeserving of it, he yet attained at the 
hands of Kunti’s son, the fruit of his own conduct.*f He upon 
whose feats depend all wielders of bows in the world,** alas, how 
could that hero, firmly adhering to truth and possessed of great 
skill, be slain by persons desirous of affluence ? Fc««most in 
the world like Cakra himself in heaven, of great might and 
great energy,** alas, how could he be slain by the Farthas like 
thenonaller fish slaying the whale ? He firom whose presence 
no warrior desirous of victory could ever escape with Ifite, he 
whom, while alive, these two sounds never left,***** viz., the 
sound of the Vedae by those desirous of Vedic lore, and the 
twang of bows caused by those desirous of skill in bowman- 
ship, he who was never cheerless, alas, that tiger among men, 
that hero endued with prosperity and never vanquished in 
' - ■ - - ' 

{ * Probably, a ready indfumeDt—T, 

t The eense MeuvUl be that ha viay careluliy trained Aijuna in arnis, 
the care and labour in the farm of defeat aai 

« itoitb atj^ bs^idsi^eii at teait, tbr^b, hii vwo pupO,— T, 
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liiitlle,** ttot warriw of prowess equal to that of the lion or ihiHj 
d^hant; hath been slim ! Verily, I cannot Iwook the id^.of hii: 
deatii I How could Prishata’a son, in &e very ^ht of furemoeh: 
of men, slay in battle that invincible warrior whose might was 
never humiliated and whose fame was never ttwnlshed 7 Who 
Were they tiiat fought in Drona’a van, protecting him, standing; 
by his side Who prwjeeded in his rear and obtained that 

end whi(^ ia so difficult attainment ? Who were those h%b- 
sottled warriors that protected the right and the left wheels of 
Drona 7'* Who were in the van of that hero while he struggled 
in battle 7 Who were they that, reckless of their lives on that 
occasion, met with Death which stood face to face with them 7** 
Who were those heroes that went the last journey in Drona'a 
battle 7 Did any of those Kshatriyas tliat were assigned foe 
Drona’s protection, proving false, abandon that hero in Imttle 2. 
Was he slain by the foe after such abandonment and while alone 2 
Drona would never, from fear, show his back in battle, however 
great the danger ! How then was he slain by ,the foe 7 Even 
in ffeeat distress, O Smijaya, an illustrious person should do this« 
vis., put forth bis prowess acoording to the measure of his 
might i All this was in Drona I O child,, I am losing my 
senses! Let this discourse be suspended foor a while! After 
regaining my senses I will once more ask thee, 0 Sanjayal”’***^, 


Section X. 

Vai^ampayana said,— “Having addressed the Sttto’e son ^n 
this way, Dhritarashtrstt afflicted with excessive grief of hetwt 
and hopeless of his son’s victory, fell down on the ground.* 
Beholding him deprived of his senses and fallen down, his 
attendants siwinkled him with perfumed and cold water, fitn- 
ning him tiie while.* Seeing him fallen, the Bharaia ladies, 
O king, surrounded him on all sides and gently rubbed' him 
with their han^.* >And slowly raising the king from the*' 
ground, those royal ladies, their voices choked in tearsi seated 
him en'his seat.* Seated, the king continued to be under' the 
influence of that swoon. And he remained perfet^l'y metioiw^ 
less, while they fanned him standing around.' Anda tremour 
4 
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iheii passed orin' lhaf nionaarch’s body aiid he slowly r^aiaed iM. 
iffenBos. ' Arid Once more he began to interrogate Gavu^atu^a 
i»bn W the iSuta caste about the incidents, as they occui^, 
of the lattle.* 

' “Dhritai^shtra said,^ — ‘[That Aj&tafatru] who, like the rhieit' 
Stih, dis^lieth darkness by his own light ; who (riisheth against 
f foe) as a swift and angry elephant with rent temple, incapable 
of being vanquished by hostile leaders of herds, rushel^ against 
ii rival proceeding with cheerful face towards a female of the 
i^eies in rut, 0, what warrior (<rf my army) resisted that AjSta- 
i^tru as he came, for keeping him away from Drona ?* That 
tero, that foremost of persons, Who hath slain many brave 
warriors (of my armyj in battle,’*’ that mighty-armed and 
intelligent and courageous prince of unbafBed prowess, who, un- 
Msisted by any one, cp consume the entire host of Duryodhana 
by means of his terrible glances alone,*® that slayer by his eyes, 
that one bent on winning victory, that bowman, that hero of 
linfeding glory, that self-restrained monarch who is revered 
by the whole world, 0, who were those heroes (of my army) 
that surrounded that warrior ?t** That invincible prince, that 
Bowman of un&ding glory, that tiger among men, that son of 
Kunti, who advancing with great celerity came upon Drona, 
that mighty warrior who always achieves grand feats upon the 
foe, that hero of gigantic frame and great courage who in 
strength is equal to ten thousand elephants, 0, what brave 
combatants of my army surrounded that Bhimasena as he 
ruSed upon my hbst ?“*** When that emr-wtmior of exceeding 
energy, vis., -Vibhatsu, looking like a mass of clouds, came, 
clba%ig thunder-bolts like the clouds themselves,” shooting 
showers of arrows like Indra pouring rain, and making all the 
points of the comp^ resound with the slap of his palms and 

• This Mntence comprises 7, 8, and the first line of 9. I have follow- 
ed the.exMt order of the original, the peculiarity of the 
tSmstraetioa » tl^|^noinmative Proaoun is made to stand in appo^- 
fl»M wid» objective caee. i The whole of this Sectioa m* 
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when ^t;hero whose W'w wastl%^^ 
;tiwtt%ktnin]^8 flash and whose car resembled a cloud hai^pig 
twr ite roars the rattle of its wheels, (when t hat hero came) the 
whiseof whose arrows made him exceedingly fierce',” whosa 
wrath resembles an awful cloud, and who is fleet as the mind 
4er>:di& tompest, who always pierces the foe deep Into his very 
>witals, who, armed with shafts, is terrible to look at, who like 
Death himself bathes all the points of the tjoinpass with human 
blood in profusion, and who, with fi erce uproar and awful visagie, 
wielding the bow (Mndiva, incessantly pours on my warriors 
headed by Duryodhana shafts whetted on stone and furnished 
with vulturine feathers, alas, when that hwo of great intelli- 
gence came upon you, wh at became the state of your minds 
When that warrior having the huge ape on his banner came, 
obstructing the welkin with dense showers of arrows, what be- 
came the state of your minds at sight o? that Fartha?*^ Did 
Arjuna advance upon you, slaying your troops with the twang of 
Qandioa and achieving fierce feats on the waj ?** Did Dhanaa- 
jaya take, with his shafts, your lives, like the tempest destroy.- 
ii^ gathering masses of clouds or felling forests of reeds, blow- 
•ing through them ?*• What man is there that is capable of bear- 
ing in battle the wielder of Oandiva i Hearing only that he is 
stationed at the head of the (hostile) force, the heart of every 
foe seems to rend in twain In that battle in which the 
troops trembled and even heroes were struck with fear, who were 
they that did not abandon- Drona, and who were those cow- 
ards that abandoned him from fear ?** Who were they 
reckless of their lives, met Death himself standing face to late 
with them in the shape of Dhananjaya who hath vanquished 
even superhuman combatants in battle ?®‘ My troops are 
incapable of bearing the impetus of that warrior having wlute 
steeds yoked unto his car and the twang oi Gindim 
resembles the roll of the very clouds That car which has 
-Vishnu himself for its driver and Dhananjaya fbr ibs warrior, 
thit car I regard to be incapable of being vanquished by: Mm * 
wsry gods and the Asu-rew united together 1” * Delicdte, 
and brave, and of a very handsome countenance, that- 
flindxi who is gifted with intelligence and skill imd wisdbm^afld 
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tiHioae proKreaa la uieapable al bntig iNtfiM m 

NtdtaUi iritti )o«td noiaa md aifticiii^ all haatila meaaat, 
fttahadat 10fMev%t ivhat heroea (<^ my anay) sairousdnl Idm }*f 
Wban Sabadeva who reaembles an angry snaho of viralaaft 
pi^aoit* when that hero owning white steeds mad inaincSMa in 
hattk, obserrant o£ laudable tows, incapable of bttng baffled m 
Ida pnrpoae^' gifted with modesty, and never vanquiah^hi 
came upon ,us, what heroes (<^ our army) siirrouB^d 
ddm f**'** That warrior who, having crashed the mighty host 
. af the Sauvira idng, took for his wife the beautifol Bho^ 
.asaiden of symmetrical limbs,** that bull among men, via., Yw- 
yudhana, in whom are always truth and firmness and brav a cy 
'And ' Brahrmaekarifa,*^ that warrior gifted with great nnght^ 
Ahraya practudng truth, never cheerless, never vanquished, 
who in battle is equal to Vasudeva and is regarded as his 
second self,** who, through Dhananjsya’s instructions, Imdi 
become foremost in the use of arrows, and who is equal to 
T&rtha himself jjx weapons, O, what warrior (of my anny) 
reristed tlmt Satyaki, for keeping him away firem Ihrona ?** 
The foremost hero among the Yrishnis, exceedingly brave 
Among all bowmen, equal to Bama himself in (knowledge and 
use of) weapons and in prowess and fame,** (know, O Saiyaya, 
^t) tenth and firmness, and intelligence, and heroism, and 
knowledge of BraJmd, and high weapons, are all in lum 
<(S&tyaki ) of the Satwata race as the three worlds are in 
Kecava l** What heroes (cd ray army), iq>|Mroaching tha^ mighty 
bd<|man, vkf., Satycd^i, possessed of all these accomplishments 
and incapable of being resisted by the very gods, surrounded 
Irite?** The foremost amoi^ the Fanchalas, possessed of 
heroism, Idgb-bom and the fhvorite of all high-bora heroes, 
ever achieving good deeds in battK vin^ Uttamaujes,*^ tibat 
qnrnceever engaged in the welfflre dt Arjuna, bom for en^ my 
.eml, eqptal unto Yama, or Yai^ravana, or Aditya, or Malien#a, 
or Ywrana,*' tibit. prince regarded ns a mighty csr-wammr and 
fte^lteedto lay his We in the thick of hatllei Oj vdmt 

IiSm (of ray snrroonded him ?** Who (amongst my 
''wsrrwta).QppoBed smgle warrior amosfSt 

who, desesring them, hath embracod the side eH the 
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lPtoid«v»8,<-Hirlujb he mhed tipon IhieBa?*^ Who ire«at(^ Ihe 
iMvdte SeiBnMt for keeping him away from Dr(Ha% the hraff 
who Blew prince Durjaya while the latter had taken 
lAiltear in GHvriya?^ What heroes <of my army) snnKMii^M 
li9iihinwiiB>-4hat tiger among men, who knows the merits and 
demerits (in hw own person) of manhood and fmmniidty, Gwl 
BMi ol Yajnasena, who is always cheerful in battle, thathme 
adia beeame the cause of the high-souled ^hishma’s deaUi in 
bat^,— 'When he rushed towards Drona ?**"** That fcwemost 
here of the Vrishni race, — that chief of all bowmen, that tnava, 
tnurrior in whcmi all accomplishments exi,t in a greatmr degree 
^n in Dhanat^ya himself*^ in whom are ever weapons and 
trudi and Brahmackarya, who is equal to Yaeudeva in energy 
and Dhanan^a in strength,** who ih splendour is equal to 
24itya and in intelligence to Vrihaspati, — viz.^ the high- 
aottkd Abhimanyu resembling Death himself with wide-open 
month ** Q, what heroes (of my army) surrounded him when 
he rushed towards Drona? That youth of vigorous under- 
standing, that slayer of hostile heroes, viz., Subbadra’s son.** 
O, when he rushed towards Drona, what became the state of 
your minds ? What heroes surrounded those tigers among 
men, viz., the sons of Draupadi, when they rushed in battle 
agunst Drona like rivers rushing towards the sea ? Those 
children who, giving up all (childish) sports for twelve years,**'^ 
and observing excellent vows, waited upon Bhishma for 
the sake of wei^ons, those children, viz., Elshatranjaya and 
Ksbafaradeva and Kshatravarman and Manada,** those heroic 
sons of Dhrishtadyumna, O, who resisted them, seeking to 
keep them away from Drona ! He whom the Vrishius regard^ 
as snperieir in battle to a hundred car-warriors,** O, wlip 
resisted that great bowman, viz., Cbekitana, for kMping hip 
away from Drona ? Those five Kekaya brothers, virtnops. aiul 
possessed of prowess incapable of being baffled,** resemffli^ 
(in hue) the insects called Indragopakas, with red coats ef > 
mail, red weapons and red banners, those herbes that are tike ^ 
maternid couams of the P&ndavas and thtPi always wish 
tmto the latter,** 0, what heroes (of my turmy) «urrfrKmied> 
-tho|e raliant pnaoes whep they rushed towards Jkam fqr " 
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him That lor3 battles, that foremost t>f 
that here of anhaffled aim and great strength, that tig# ai(ttfift|g 
ittstij' Yttj^utsa, whom many wrathful kin^ battlhi^*t^ 
gether’fal aix months at Yaranavata from desire' of 
him Oould not vanquish, and who in battle at VSranasi ■ eMsit*^ 
^d<ew with‘a broad-headed arrow that mighty car^warrio*, 
thoiwince of Ka^i, desirous of seizing (at a self-choice) 4 maiden 
for wife, O, what hero (of my army) resisted him ? That 
mighty bowman, viz., Dhrishtadyumna, who is the chief coun* 
•aellor of the Panda vas,’’"** who is engaged in doing evil td 
©luryodhana, who was created for Drona’s destruction. O', 
what heroes (of my army) surrounded him when he came to- 
wards Drona, breaking through all my ranks and consuming 
all my warriors in baWe ? That foremost of all persons con- 
versant with weapons, who has been reared almost on Dru- 
pada’s lap,**"** O, what warriors (of my army) surrounded that 
Cikhandin protected by (Arjuna’s) weapons, for keeping him 
away from Drong ? He who encompassed this emrth by thd 
loud rattle of his car as by a leathern belt, that mighty car- 
warrior and foremost of all slayers of foes, who, as (a substitute 
for) all sacrifices, performed, without hindrance, ten horse- 
sacrifices with excellent food and drink and gifts in predhsion, 
who ruled his subjects as if they were his children, tha% 
Uqinara’s son who in sacrifices gave away kine countless ad 
the sand-grains in Ganga’s stream, whose feat none amongst 
men have been or will ever be able to imitate, **■•* after the 
priBbrmance of whose difficult feat the very gods had cried 
out, saying, — We do not see that in the three worlds with theit 
mobile and immobile creatures a second person other than 
U^nam’s son was, has ever been, <x will ever be, bom,**''^*— 
who hath attained to regions (in after life) which are unatttah- 
a%le by human beings, O, who (amongst my army) reristed 
that Caivya, that grandson of that U 9 inara’s son, while he 
came upon (Droim) ?** What heroes (of my army) surround- 
ed ^he car-divMj^ 9 ^f that slayer of does, viz., Virata the Icing 
of ,^e J^t^|iii' jivhiie it reached Prona in battle ?” Who 
dwpt away Drona the gigantib Ghatotkacha, tbat^ rimm 
(in the ride)^my sorts, that wwrrict Who always Wtebes victor^ 
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that heroic EsJa^m possessed ef 
stat v powws of ^illusion, endued with ^%at sire^gUi wtd greait 
piOwaffi» had born of Bhima in course of a single day, and 
w^dUdE ehtortedn very great fews ?♦»»“’'» What, O Sanjaya, cai» 
ihhiaiamnvanqnished by them for whose sake these and many 
others are prepared to lay down their lives in battle ?^* How 
oan the sons of Fritha meet with defeat, they, ifix, that have 
that tiger among all beings, the wielder of the bow called 
ffdrngd, for their refuge and benefactor V* Vasudeva is, indeed, 
the great Master of all the worlds, the Lord of All, and Eternal ! 
Of celestial soul and infinite power, Narayana is the refuge of 
men in battle !'* The wise recite his celestial feats. I also wilt 
recite them with devotion, for recovering my firmness !’ ”** 

Section XI. • 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Hear, O Sanjaya, the celestial feats 
df Yfisudeva, feats that Govinda achieve!^ and the like of 
which no other person hath ever been able to achieve P Whilst 
being brought up, O Sanjaya, in the family of the cowherd 
(Nanda), that high-souled one, while yet a boy, made the might 
of his arms known to the throe worlds.* Even he then slew 
Hayar&ja, living in the woods (on the shores) of Yamuna, who 
was equal to (tho celestial steed) Uchchai9ravas in r strength and 
the wind itself in speed-i** In childhood he also slew, with his 
two hare arms, tho Danava, in the form of a bull, of terrible 
deeds, and risen like Death himself unto all the kine.* Of ^^es 
l^e lotus petals, he also slew the mighty Aaurua named Fca- 
ttunva, and Naraka. and Jambha, and Pitha, as also Mura that 
terror of the eelestials.' And so also Kansa of mighty energy, 
who was, besides, protected by Jarasandha, was, with all his 
lollowers, slain in battle by Krishna aided by his prowess alQne.t* . 

* Qbatotkaeba was the son of Hidimva by Bbimaseva. Bokthati 
women bring forth the very day they conceive, and their offspring 
attain to yoath the very day they are born.— T. 

t Ha^arAja, lit., the prince of steeds. He was an Asura^ otherwise 
called Kefin, in the form of a steed. — T. 
t I. e., without weapons of any kind.— T. 
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With Vaifkteva as his se(»m4 that slajrer of fom, srls^ 
consuiasd in battle, with all his troops, the kii^ of the Qaca*. 
senas, «i%, iSanaauui, of gnat activity and prowess ia haittli^ 
tiie lord of a hill AM>aukmi, and thp valiuit second brethar 
(tf TSmatk the king of the Bhojas.’'^ The h%hly wti^faM. 
leipnerate ^Mi$hi Dnrvasas was adored by hun alcmg wttii 
bis wife, and 'the Riahi (gratified with the adiaatiin)) giva. 
him boons.*’ Of eyes like lotus petals, and endued with.great 
bravery, Krishna, vanquishing all the kings at a 8elf-<hoioe^ 
bore away the daughter of the king of the G&ndh&ras.*’ Those 
angry kings, as if they were horses by bittb, wnre yoked onto 
his nuptial car and lacerated with the whip.” The mighty* 
armed Janarddana also caused Jarasandha, the lord of a foil 
Akahavihini of troops, to be slain through the instrumentality 
of another.f ** The mighty Krishna also slew the valiant king 
of the Chedis, that ledder of kings, as if he were some animal, 
pn the occasion of the latter’s disputing about the Argha.t^* 
Putting forth his prowess, Madhava hurled into the sea tho 
Daitya city called Saubha, (moving) in the skies, protected by 
CSalwa, and regarded as impregnable.f ** The Angas, the Vangas, 
the Kalingas, the Magadhas, the Ka^is, the Ko9ala3, the VaV 
syas, the Gargyas, the Karushas, and the Faundras,— these all 
he vanquished in battle.” The Avantis, the Southemears, the 
ICountaineers, the Da^erakas, the Ka^mirakas, the Auratikasi 
the Pipachas, the Samudgalas,” the Kamvojas, the Y&tadh&nas, 
the Cholas, the Pandyas, O Sanjaya, the Trigartas, the Mala> 
vaSt the Daradas, difficult of being vanquished,” the Khasaa 
arrived from diverse realms, as also the Cidms, and the 
Tavanas with their followers, were all vuiquished by him of 
eyes like lotus petals.” In days of old, penetiating into tb« 


* Kaliprasanna Singha, in kia Bengali translation, makes a msss ol 
tbii . 

f Jarasandha, the poweiiul king of (he Magadhas, and the awom 
foe ot Krishna, was stain by Bhima through Krishna’a instigation.— T. 

} Vide Std^ha p. p. 61-73. — T. 

H Vide Vana Parva, p. p. 64-67. — T, 
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vtpy aeffli) be vanquished in battle Varuna himself in those watery 
depths, surrounded by all kinds of acquatic animals.” Slaying 
in battle (the D3nava named) Panchajana living in the depths 
PdMla, Hrishikesha obtained the celestial conch called Pan- 
aiajdnya.^^ The mighty Ke?ava, accompanied by PSrtha, 
having gratified Agni at Khandava, obtained his invincible 
weapon of fire, viz., his discus (called Sudargana).**^ Biding 
on Vinata’s son and afrighting (the denizens, of ) AmarSvati, 
the heroic Krishna brought from Mahendra himself (the celes- 
tial flower called) Parijata.** Knowing Krishna’s prowess, 
Cakra quietly bore that act.* We have never heard that there 
is any one among the kings who has not been vanquished 
by Krishna.** That exceedingly wonderful feat also, O San- 
jaya, which the lotus-eyed one performed in my court, whe 
else is capable of performing it ?** An^ since, humbled by 
devotion, I was suffered to behold Krishna as the Supreme Lor<f, 
everything (about that feat) is well-known to me, myself hav- 
ing witnessed it with my own eyes.** 0 Sanjaya, the end can 
never be seen of the (infinite) achievements of Hrishikega of 
great energy and great intelligence.*' -Gada, and Camva, and 
Pradyumna, and Viduratlia, and Charudeshna, and Sarana,** 
and Ulmukha, and Ni^atha, and the valiant Jhillivabhru, and 
Prithu, and Viprithu. and Camika, and Arimejaya,®* — thesa 
and other mighty V rishni heroes, accomplished in smiting, will, 
standing on the field of battle, take up their position in the 
Paridava host,*' when summoned by that Vrishni hero, 
the Mgh-souled Kegava ’ Everything (on my side) will then 
be in great danger 1 Even this is what I think P” And there 
where JanSrddana is, there will be the heroic Kama, equal in 
strength to ten thousand elephants, resembling the Kailasa 
peak, decked with garlands of wild flowers, and armed with 
the plough." That Vasudeva, 0 Sanjaya, whom all the re- 
generate ones describe as the Father of all, will that Vasudeva 
fight for the sake of the Pandavas ?** O son, O Sanjaya, if he 
puts on his armour for the sake of the Pandavas, there is non*,^ 

' 

* Vit., the transplantation of the Parijata from AmarSrati to th* 

Earth.— T. 
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amongst us who can be hia antagonist." If the Ksarsetaa 
happen to tfanquisb the Pandavas, he of the Vrishni race will 
then, for the sake of the latter, take up his mighty weapon." 
And that tiger among men, that mighty-armed one, slaying 
then all the kings in battle as also all the Kauravas, will 
away the whole Earth to Kunti." What car will advance in 
battle against that car which has Hrishike(7a for its driver 
and Dhananjaya fer its warrior ?" The Kurus cannot, by any 
means, gain the victory. Tell me, then, everything about how 
^0 battle took place." Aijuna is Ke^ava’s soul, and Krishna 
also is the soul of the diadem-decked (Kiritin). In Arjuna 
is always victory, in Krishna is aljvays fame." In all the 
worlds, Vibhatsu is invincible. In Ke<;ava are infinite merits 
in excess.** The foolish Duryodhana,* who doth net know 
Krishna or Ke5ava, ^scems, through Destiny, to have Death’s 
noose before him.*® Alas, Duryodhana -knows net Krishna of 
Da^arha’s race and Arjuna the son of Fandu ! These high- 
souled ones are ancient gods. They are even Nara and Nara- 
yana.*‘ On Earth they are seen by men as two separate forms 
though in reality they ar-e both possessed but by one soul 
With the mind alone, that invincible pair, of world-wide fame, 
can, if only they wish it, destroy this host 1 Only, in conse- 
quence of their humanity they do not wish it.* lake a 
change of the Yuga, the death of Bhishma, O child, and the 
slaughter of the high-souled Drona, overturn the senses! 
Indeed, neither by Brahmacharya, nor by study of -the 
f^edaa,**^ nor by (religious) rites, nor by weapons, can any 
one prevent death. Hearing of the slaughter of Bhishma and 
Drona, those heroes accomplished in weapons, respected by all 
the worlds, and invincible ia battle, why O Sanjaya, do I yet 
>Uve ? In consequence of the death of Bhishma and Drona, O 
Sanjaya, we will henceforth have to live as dependants on that 
prosperity beholding which- in Yudhishtbira we had before been 
sp jealous'! Indeed, this .destruction of the Kurus hath come in 


; have taken their births as men ; and, as men, 
they n^t achieve t&eir objects by humw means. It is for this that they 
do not, by a fiat only e£ their will, destkoy this host.— T. 
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coos^enoe oG^y my acts/*^^ 0 Sv>ta, in killing those thaS 
jure ripe for desfaruction, the very straw becomes the thunder^ 
bolt. That prosperity is without end in this world which- 
Yudhishthira is about to obtain, Yudhishthira, viz., through 
whose wrath both Bhishma and Drona have fallen ^ ! In 
consequence of his very disposition bath Righteousness gone 
over to the side of Yudhishthira while it is hostiI»to my sons.^ 
Alas, time, so cruel, that hath now come for the destruction of 
all, cannot be overcomet Things calculated in one way, O 
soi^, by even men of intelligence,*® become otherwise through 
Destiny. This is what I think ! Therefore, tell me everything 
that has taken place during the progress of this unavoidable 
and dreadful calamity productive of the most sorrowful reflect- 
tions and incapable of being crossed over (by us) ! — ’ 

Section XII. 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘Yes, as I saw everything with my own 
eyes, I will describe to thee how Drona fell down, slain by the ' 
Pandavas and the Srinjayas,* Having obtained the command of 
the troops, that mighty car- warrior, viz., Bharadwajas son, said 
these words unto thy son in the midst of all the troops — ^Inas- 
much as, O king, thou hast honored me with the command of 
the troops immediately after that bull among the Kauravas, viz, 
the son of the Ocean-going (Ganga),* take thou, O Bharata, 
the adequate fruit of that act of thine ! What business of thine 
shall I now achieve ? Ask thou the boon that thou desirest 1*2- 
Then king Duryodhana, having consulted with Karna and Dusqa- 
sana and others, said unto the preceptor, that invincible warrior 
and foremost of all victors, these words :* — ^If thou wquldst give 
me a boon, then, seizing that foremost of car-warriors, viz., Yud- 
hishthira, alive, bring him unto me here !* — ^Then that preceptor 
of the Kurus, hearing these words of thy son, returned him the 
follomng answer, gladdening all the troops therewith,' — Praised 
be Kunti’s son (Yudhishthira) whose seizure only thou desir^ 
est ' 0 thou that art difficult of being vanquished, thou askest 
not any other boon, (one for example), for his slaughter!* * For"® 
what reason. 0 ticer among men, dost thou not desire hia dentk * 
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Thoia aril, without doubt, 0 Duryodhana, not ignorant of policy 1 
Why, therefore, dost thou not allude to Yudhishthira's death ?• 
It is a matter of great wonder that king Yudhishthira the just 
hath no enemy desirous of his death ! Inasmuch as thou wish* 
est hitn to be alive, thou (either) seekest to preserve thy race 
from extinction, or, 0 chief of the Bharatas, thou, having 
vanquished the Paudavas in battle, art desirous of establishing 
brotherly relations (with them) by giving them their kingdom !^* 
Auspicious was the birth of that intelligent prince ! Truly 
is he called Ajdtagatru (the foeless one) for even thou bearest 
affection for him — Thus addressed by Drona, O Bharata, the 
feeling that is ever present in thy son's breast suddenly made 
itself known,^* Not even persons like Vrihaspati can conceal the 
expressions of their coVintenance. For this, thy son, O king> 
filled with joy, said these words — By the slaughter of Kunti's 
son in battle, O preceptor, victory cannot be mine ! If Yudhish- 
thira were slain, Partha then, without doubt, would slay all of 
ns All of them, again, cannot be slain by the very gods. He 
amongst them that will, in that case, survive, will exterminate 
Yudhishthira, however, is truthful in his promises. If 
brought hither (alive), vanquished once more at dice, the Pan* 
davas will once more go to the woods for they are all obedient to 
Yudhishthira!^^ It is evident that such a victory will bean 
enduring one. It is for this that I do not, by any means, desire 
the slaughter of king Yudhisthira the just.*® — Ascertaining this 
crooked purpose of Duryodhana, Drona who was conversant 
wUh the truths of the science of Profit and gifted with great 
intelligence,' reflected a little and gave him the boon, circum- 
scribing it in the following way.** 

“ 'Drona said, — If the heroic Arjuna do not protect Yudhish- 
thira in battle, thou mayst think the eldest Pandava as already 
brought under thy control.** As regards Partha, the very gods 
and the Asuras together, headed by Indra, cannot advance 
against hitnj in battle. It is for this that I dare not do what thou 
askeSt me S^do 1** Without doubt, Arjuna is my disciple and I 
■^as his first preceptor in arms. He 'is, however, young, endued 
^ith^great good Ifortune, and excessively intent (on the achieve- 
mmti bis purposes),** He hath obtained; again, many weap^ 
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b»s &6m ln(ka and Eudra. He hath, besddes, been provoked by 
thee. I dare not, therefore, do what thou askest me I** Let 
Arjuna be removed, by what means soever that can be done, 
&oxn the battle. Upon Partha being withdrawn, thou mayst 
regard king Yudhishthira as already vanquished.** Upon his 
seizure is victory and not upon his slaughter, O bull among 
men! Even by this stratagem, can his seizure be accom- 
plished !*• Seizing that king devoted to truth and righteous- 
ness, I will, without doubt, 0 monarch, bring him to thy con- 
trol this very day,** if he stays before me in battle even for a 
moment, of course, if Dhananjaya the son of Kunti, that tiger 
among men, be withdrawn from the field.** In Fhalgunas’ pre-i 
Bence, however, 0 king, Yudhishthira is incapable of being 
taken in battle by even the gods aild the A suras headed 
by Indra ! — ’** 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘ After Drona hdd promised the king’s 
seizure even under these limitations, thy foolish sons regarded 
Yudhishthira as already taken.** Thy son (Duryodhana) knew 
Drona’s partiality for the Pandavas. In order to make Drona 
stick to his promise, therefore, he divulged those counsels.** 
Then, 0 chastiser of foes, the fact of Drona’s having promised 
to seize the (eldest) Pandava was proclaimed by Duryodhana 
unto all his troops,’ ”** 


Section XIII. 

‘■Sanjaya said, — ‘After Drona had promised the king’s seiz'srs 
under those limitations, thy troops, hearing of (that promise 
about) Yudhishthira’s capture,* uttered many leonine shouts, 
mingling them with the whizz of their arrows and the blare of 
their conchs. King Yudhishthira the just, however, 0 Bh&- 
rata, soon learnt in detail, through his spies, everything about 
the purpose upon which Bharadwaja’s son was intent. Then 
bringing together all his brothers and all the other kings of 
his army,*^ king Yudhishthira the just addressed Dhananjaya, 
saying,— Thou hast heard, 0 tiger among men, about the in- 
tention of Drona !* Let such measures, therefore, be adopted as 
may prevent the accomplishment of that purpose. It is tru«, 



MAHAWmiau 


Drona, thatgnnder of foes, hath vowed his pledge, subject to 
limitatioiiSi* Those limitations, however, O great bowxoaur 
rest on thee ! Fight thou, therefore, today, O thou of mighty 
arms, in my vicinity, so that Duryodhana may not obtain £roii 
Drona the fruition of his desire !— • 

“ ‘Arjuna said, — As the slaughter of my preceptor can 
never be accomplished by me, so, O king, I can never con>- 
sent to give thee up 0 son of Pandu, I would rather yield 
up my life in battle than light against my preceptor 1* This 
son of Dhritarashtra dcsireth sovereignty, having seized the^ 
aO a captive in battle ! In this world he will never obtain 
the fruition of that desire of his !* The firmament itself with 
its stars may fall down. The Earth herself may split into 
fragments. Yet Dronan will, surely, never succeed in seizing 
l^ee as long as I am alive If the wielder of the thunder- 
|)olt himself, or Vishnu at the head of the gods, assist him 
in battle, still shall he not succeed in seizing thee on tha 
field As long as I am alive, O great king, it behoveth 
thee not to entertain any fear of Drona although he is the 
foremost of all wielders of weapons !** I further say unto thee, 
O monarch, that my promise never remains unfulfilled. I do not 
recollect having ever spoken any untruth. I do not recollect 
having ever been vanquished ! I do not recollect having ever, 
after making a vow, left the least part of it unfulfilled 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Then, 0 king, conchs and drums and 
cymbals and smaller drums were sounded and beat in the 
Pindava camp.** And the Mgh^souled Pandavas uttered many 
leonine shouts. These and the awful twang of their bowstrings 
and the slaps of their palms touched the very heaven.*' Hearing 
that loud blare of conchs that arose from the camp of the 
mighty son of Pandu, diverse instruments were sounded 
amongst thy divisions also.** Then thy divisions as also those 
of theirs were arrayed in order of battle. And slowly they 
ladvanoed againat each other from desire of battle.*' Then com> 
menoed a ba|tla|;that was fierce and that made the hair to stand 
on end, betw^h the PAudavas and the Kurus, and Drona and 
the Pin<^5lai^Wf* The Srinjayas, though struggling vigorously, 
Kr«re unable w brat in battle the host of Drona, protected as 
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it was by Droiia himself^'* And so also tbe mighty cuswaniora 
of thy ton, sMlled in smiting, could not beat the Pandava host, 
I>rotected as it was by the diadem-deoked (Arjuna).** Protected 
by Drona and Arjuna, both hosts seemed to stand inactive like 
two blossoming forests in the silence of the night.*‘ Then 
he of the golden car, (viz., Drona) like the Sun •himself of 
great splendor, crushing the ranks of the Pandavas, careered 
through them at will.** And the Pandavas, and the Srinjayas, 
through fear, regarded that single warrior oT great activity 
upon his 'quickly-moving car as if multiplied into many.** 
Shot by him, terrible shafts coursed in all directions, frighten- 
ing, O king, the army of Pandu's son.** Indeed, Drona then 
seemed as the Sun himself at midday covered by a hundred 
rays of light.” And as the DUnavaa w6re unable to look at 
Indra, so there was not one among the Pandavas, ^who, O 
monarch, was able to look at the angr^ son of Bharadwaja 
in that battle.** The valiant son of Bharadwaja then, having 
confounded the (hostile) troops, speedily began to consume the 
division of Dhrishtadyumna by means of sharp shafts.*^ And 
covering and obstructing all the points of the compstss by 
means of his straight shafts, he began to crush the Pandava 
force even there where Prishata’s son was.’ ”*• 

Section XIV. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘Then Drona, causing a great confusion in 
the Pandava host, careered through it like a conflagration con- 
suming (a forest of ) trees !* Beholding that angry warrior own-? 
ing a golden car consume their divisions like a raging conflagKb 
tion, the Srinjayas trembled (in fear).* The twang, in 
battle, of the constantly stretched bow of that warrior of great 
activity was heard to resembe the roar of the thunder,** Fierce 
shafts shot by Drona endued with great lightness of hands, began 
to crush car-warriors and horsemen and elephant-wsoriors 


* The Bengal texts read this verse incorrectly. For prataptAm tiit 
correct reading is tafaiam ; and for amhArinat the correct word if 
df«4ari»a«.— T, 
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foot-soldiers along' with elephants and steeds.* Showering hi< 
arrows as the roaring clouds at the elose of summer, assisted by 
the wind, pour hail-stones, ho inspired fear in the hearts of the 
foe.* Careering (through the hostile ranks), 0 king, and agita- 
ting the troops, the mighty Drona enhanced the unnatural fear 
entertained, by the enemy.* The gold-decked bow, on his quick- 
ly-moving carj was repeatedly seen to resemble the lightning’s 
flash amid a mass of dark clouds.* That hero, firm in truth, 
endued with wfedom, and always devoted, besides, to righte- 
ousness, caused an awful river of angry current, such as may 
be seen at the end of the Tuga, to flow there.* And that river 
had its source in the impetuosity of Drona’s wrath, and it was 
haunted by crowds of carnivorous creatures. And the combat- 
ants constituted the waves that filled its entire surface. And 
heroic warriors constituted the trees on its banks whose roots 
were constantly eaten "hway by its current.* And its waters 
were constituted by the blood that was shed in that battle, and 
cars constituted its eddies, and elephants and steeds formed its 
banks. And coats of mail constituted its lilies, and the flesh of 
creatures the mire on its bed.*® And the fat, marrow, and 
bones (of fallen animals and men) formed the sands on its beach, 
and (fallen) head-gears its froth. And the battle itself that was 
fought there constituted the cloudy canopy above its surface. 
And lances constituted the fish with which it abounded.'* And 
it was inaccessible in consequence of the large numbers of 
(slain) men, elephants, and steeds^ (that fell in it). And the 
impetus of the shafts shot constituted its current. And the 
slain bodies themselves constituted the timber floating on it. 
And. cars constituted its tortoises.'* And heads constitoted the 
stones scattered on its banks and bed, and scimitars its fish in 
profusion. And cars and elephants formed its lakes. And it 
Was decked with many adornments.** And mighty car-warriors 
constituted its hundreds of little whirlpools. And the dust of 
' l^e earth cons^uted its wavelets. And capable of being easily 
crossed by tk^odie possessed of exceeding energy, it was incapable 
^ of being cros^ by the timid.'* And heaps of dead bodies oonsti- 
' tuted the Si^-bai^S obstructing its navigation. And it was 
the haunt KomMa and vulturta and other bkds of prey. 
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away thousan of t^^fity cn^WMiitai to 
a%o4o 'M' Yama.’* And long spoars constituted the snak^ 
infested it in profOeion. And the living combatants constituted 
the fowl spoiling on its waters,* Torn umbrellas constituted its 
large swans. Diadems formed the (smaller) birds that adorned 
ii'* Wheels constituted its turtles, and maces ita* alligators, 
and arrows its smaller fish. And it was the resort of firightfui 
swarms of orows and vultures and jachalls.*' And that river, O 
best of kings, bore away in hundreds, to the regions of the 
Pitria, the creatures that were slain by Drona in battle.** 
Obstructed by hundreds of bodies (floating on it), the hair (of 
slain warriors and animals) constituted its moss and weeds. 
Even such was the river, enhancing the fears of the timid, that 
X)rona caused to flow there.-f** * 

" ‘And when Drona was thus grinding the hostile arm^ 
hither and thither, the Pandava warriors lieaded by Yudhish- 
thira rushed at that mighty car- warrior from all sides.** Them 
thus rushing (towards Drona), brave combatants of thy army, 
possessed of unyielding prowess, received from every side. ’ 
And the battle that thereupon ensued made the hair to stand 
on end.** Cakuni, full of a hundred kinds of deceipt, rushed 
towards Sahadeva, and pierced the latter’s charioteer, and 
standard, and car, with many keen-pointed shafts.** Sahadeva, 
however, without being much excited, cutting off Sauvala'a 
standard and bow and car-driver and car, with sharp arrows, 
pierced Sauvala himself with sixty shafts.** Thereupon Su- 
vala’s son, taking up a mace, jumped down from his excellent 
c$a ; and with that mace, O king, he felled Sahadeva’s driver 
from the latter’s car.** Then those two heroic and mighty 
warriors, O monarch, both deprived of car, and both armed 
with mace, sported in battle like two crests of Mils.** Drofla, 

« The Bengal reading is Cwa-vgdXa, The Bombay teat rtedi Cidit- 
vgSda. 1 adopt the latter. Vsjmtu^ in Prini-vSJuHuAaviiam, is explain* 
ed by Nilakantha to mean fow} or birds. — ^T. 

t It is evident that the very minutenew with which the compar^ 
is sought to be sustained destroys the eflfeot Itegarding the rnymtiti^ ; 
they ato just such as one may expect to find io verses oompossd 
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jatfcdd the rulor of the Pimlfcalas with tell ''W 0 , 

in return, pieipced by the latter -with many ahalta. And thn 
latter' traa a^in pierced by Droiia with a larger number of 
Ihafta** Bhimasena pierced ■Vmng5ati with twenty rfiwrp 
IfciTom The latter, however, thus pierced, trembled not, which 
iieemed to be highly wonderful.*' Viving<jati then, O monarchy 
suddenly deflrived Bhimasena of his steeds and standard and 
hbw. And thereupon all the troops worshipped him fw that 
ifeat.** The heroic Bhimasena, however, brooked not that exhi- 
bition of prowess by his enemy in battle. With his mace, there- 
fore, he slew the well-trained steeds of Viving9ati.*’ Then the 
mighty Viving^ati, taking up a shield (and sword), jumped 
down from that car whose steeds had been slain, and rushed 
against Bhimasena like' an infuriate elephant rushing against aa 
Mifuriate compeer.*® The heroic Calya, laughing the while, pierc- 
ed, as if in dalliance, his own dear nephew Nakula with many 
drafts for angering him.®* The valiant Nakula, however, cut- 
ting off his uncle’s steeds and umbrella and standard and chariot- 
eer and bow in that battle, blew his conch.**. Dhrishtedcetn, 
engaged with Kripa, cut off diverse kinds of wrows shot at him 
by the latter, and then pierced Kripa with seventy aWrowa And 
then he cut off the dovieeof Kripa’s standard with three arrows.** 
Kripa, howeVer, began to oppose him with a thick shower of 
arrows. And resisting him in this way, the Brahmana fought 
on with Dhrishtaketu,** Satyaki, laughing the while, pierced 
Kritavarman in the centre of the chest with a long arrow, And 
farcing him then with seventy arrows, he once more pierced 
hi m witk many others.®* The Bhoja warrior, however, in return, 
|Harced Satyaki with seven and seventy arrows of keen pcants. 
Kike the swiftly-coursing winds failing to move a mountain, 
Kritavarman was unable to move Satyaki or make him, 
tremble.®* Senapati deeply struck Su§arman in his vitals. 
;^U9arip;au also struck his antagonist with a lance on the should- 
Virata, aided by his |ilatsya warriors of |^eat energy, 
son in that l|attle. And that feat (of the 
Ms ife a king) seemed highly wonderful.*® Even this was re-^ 
gipm an.' act pf great valor cbthe part of the Suia‘e son 
iangtf that » whole force hy means of h» 
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sl^glfi JiAiaibs.” King Drupada ^ai engaged witb S 
da(ta» And. the battle between those two wanicars heean# 
JwauMfol to behold.** That bull among men, viz., Bhagad^ta. 
I^reed king Djrupada and his driver and standard and ear with 
mnpy straight shafts.*^ Then Drupada, excited with wrath, 
jyoiekly ;^erced that mighty car-warrior in the ehest with a 
atcaight shaft^f Those two foremost of warriors <m earth, viZi, 
Somadatta’s son and Cikhandin, both .conversant with every 
weapon, encountered each other in fierce battle that made aU 
erei^ares tremble with fear.** The valiant Bhuri<;ravas, O 
king, covered that naighty car-warrior, viz.) YajnasenaJs son 
Cikhandin, with a thick shower of arrows.** Cikhandin then, 
O naonarch, excited with wrath, pierced Somadatta’s son with 
ninety shafts, and caused him, O Bharafa, to tremble.** Those 
BSkshasas of fierce deeds, viz,, Hidimba’s son and Alamvusha, 
each desirous of vanquishing the other, t>attled most wonder- 
fully.** Both capable of creating a hundred illusions, both 
swelling with pride, battled with, each other most wonderfully, 
relyiug on their powers of illiision, and each desirous of van- 
quishing the other.*^ The fierce Chekitana battled with Anu- 
vinda. They coursed on the field, disappearing at times, and 
causing great wonder.** Lakshmana fought fiercely with Kshit- 
trade va, even as Vishnu, O monarch, in days of old, with the 
( Aaura) Hiranyaksha.** With his fleet steeds and upon his 
car duly oquipt, Paurava, O king, roared at Abhimanyu.** 
Endued with great might, Paurava then roshed at Abhimanyu, 
desirous of battle. Then that chastiser of foes, viz., AbHi- 
manyu, fought fierce!|r with that foe.** Paurava covered Su- 
bhadra’s son with a thick shower of arrows. Thereupon Arjuna's 
son felled his antagonist’s standard and umbrella and bow on 
earth.*^** Then piercing Paurava with seven other axtows, 
Subhadra’s son pierced the latter’s driver and steeds with ■ fiin 
a:-roW8.‘* Gladdening his troops thus^ he then repeatedly 
roared like a lion. Then Arjuna’s son quickly fixed an arrow 
Oh his bowstring that was certain to take away Paurava’s 1^;** 

* Tilts verse is read incorreetly in the Bengal texts. For haym read 





m 

9ebol4it^, that imir of 

AJt^biioanpilaWwstoing, Hzi<£ki^ son, intb tfw« 
tbt^boir iaMlaxTow.** Tben tltart slayer of hostile h«cbe% viti, 
BOB. tawing aside that broken bow, took op t 
fcet^ sword and a shield.*^ Whirling with great activity 
^Mlat shield decked with many stars, and whirling that sword 
also, he eooised on the exhibiting his inrowess,*^ Whn^ 
ling them before him, and whurling them on high, now draking 
them and now jumping up himself, firom the manner of his 
handling those weapons, it seemed that (with him) there was no 
(Ufference betweeh that offensive and that defensive weapon.** 
Jumping suddenly then upon the diafts of Faurava’s car, he 
roared aloud. Mounting next upon his car, he seized Faurava 
by the hair,** and slaying, meanwhile, with a kick, the latter’s 
•driver, he felled his standard with a stroke of his sword. And 
as regards Faurava himself, Abhimanyu raised him up like 
Garuda raising a snake from the bottom the sea, j^tating the 
waters.*® Thereupon all the kings beheld Faurava (standing 
helpless) with dishevelled hair, and looking like an ox deprived 
of its senses white on the point of being slain by a lion," Be- 
holding Faurava thus jwostrated, placed under the control of 
Arjuna's son, and dragged helplessly, Jayadratha was unable 
to brook it** Taking up a sword as also a shwld that brae the 
device of a peacock and was decked with a hundred bells 
Of fflnall size suspended in rows, Jaystdratha jumped down 
from his car with a loud roar.** Then Krishna’s son (Abhi" 
manyu),. beholding the ruler of the Sindhus, let Faurava alone, 
and leaping up like a hawk from the latter’s car^ quickly alight- 
ed’ on the earth.** The lances and axes and scimitars hurled 
by his foes, Krishna’s son cut off by means of his sword or 
warded off by his shield.'* Thus, showing unto, all the warriora 
the strength (ff bis own ajnos, ^e mighty [and heroic] Abhi- 
bianyu,. once more, uprai^'ng his lajge -and heavy sw<wd as 
tdso'his shiiri<i*' ' proceeded towaids Vriddhakshatra’s son who 
was aWofh of his (AbM^ father, like a tiger pro- 

oeid^g aiaiast an elephant." Approaching, they cheeifolly 

• ^Sifewoni “Iwoio” occurs iu ibekexti Terse,---'T. 



^3amik-Tjae!9M 


U 


eaeli othar their sviorda fikea tiget a»l« tMi 
tri^1d)a£e«^wa ttndi^^t^^ And oons could notice bi^ dia^ 
tinctiein hotiir^Q those two Ilona among mai as r^ards thi 
ndtirl, strdtes, and descent of their swords and shields.*'* And 
as regards the descent and the whizz of their swords, and thi 
i warding off of each other’s blows, it seemed there, wasaio distinct 
tion between the two.'® Coursing beautifully ni *otttwmrd and 
; inward tracks, those two illustrious warriors then seemed to be 
I Kke two winged mountains." Then Jayadratha struck on the 
i shield of the renowned Abhimanyu when the latter stretched 
[ hie sword for making a pass at him.'* Then, O Bh&ratai 
Jayadratha’s large sword sticking into Abhimanyu’a shield 
covered with golden plate, broke as the ruler of the Simlhus 
attempted to draw it off fMrcibly.'* Sdising his sword break, 
Jayadratha hastily retreated six steps and was seen within a 
twinkle of the eye to be mounted on liis own car.'* Then 
Krishna’s son also, that combat with the sword being over, 
ascended his own excellent car. Many kings then, of the Kiiru 
army, uniting together, surrounded him on all sides." The 
mighty son of Arjuna, however, eyeing Jayadratha, whirls his 
sword and shield, and uttered a loud shout." Having van^ 
quished the rul^ of the Sindhus, Subhadra’s son, that slayw 
of hostile heroes, then began to scorch that division of the 
Kaurava army like the Sun scorching the world." Then in 
that battle Calya hurled at him a fierce dart made wholly of 
iron, decked with gold, and resembling a blazing flame of fire.'* 
Thereupon Krishna’s son, jumping upj caught hold of t.hUt 
dswt like Oaruda catching a mighty snake fisilling from abovei 
And having seized it thus, Abhimanyu unshefalhed his sword.'.* 
Witnessing the great activity and might of that wartimf 
immeasurable energy, all the kinp together uttered a leonine 
tirottt.** Then that slayer of hostile heroes, vis., the son of 
Subhmfra, hurled with, the might of Ms arms at- Calyo hia^* 
self that very dart of great effulgence decked ttith stones of 
Resembling a snake that has recently cast tM 
its slough, that dwrt, reaching Galya’s car;.tiew the lol fter’e 

* The words in the origtiud ue SampdH^ Mk^hSita, idid 
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4nveC!iain4 feiIed hhn from hi» uicbe ia the Tefaide.**. : 
Vir&ta aod Dimpada, and Dhrishlaketu and Yudfaiiditfaira, tmd 
l^t3r{Jd^ ,iMid Kekaya, and Bhima, and Dhriebtadynmna, ati^ 
C^liandini^* and the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva), and the 
&ve sens of Dranpadi, all exclaimed, — ExodUnt, Excelieni i 
Ajtid diverse kinds of sounds due to the shooting of turrowSi and 
iaany leonine^ shouts,** arose there, gladdening the unretreating 
Son of Arjuna. Thy sons, however, could not brook those 
indications of the victory of their foe.** Then all of then* 
suddenly surrounded Subhadra’s son and covered him, O king, 
with showers of arrows like the clouds pouring rain on the 
mountain-breast.** Then that slayer of foes, via., &tayani 
(Calya), wishing the good of thy sons and rememb^ing the 
overthrow of his own driver, rushed in rage against Subha? 
dra’s son.”’** 


SEcrnoN XV. 

*‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Thou hast, O Sanjaya, described to 
me many excellent single combats. Hearing about 'them, I 
envy those that have eyes.* This battle between the Kurus and 
the FEndavas, resembling that (of old) .between the gods and 
the Amras, will be spoken of as exceedingly wonderful by all 
men.* 1 am scarcely gratified with listening to thy narrations of 
this excellent battle. Tell me, therefore, about this combat 
between Irtayani (Calya) and Subhadra’s son !’* 

'“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding his driver slain, Calya, upraising 
a mace made whoUy of iron, jumped down in rage from his 
tixwllent car.* Bhima then, taking up his own huge mace, 
qtiiekly rushed towards Calya who then resembled the blazing 
Tm^a fire or the Destroyer himself amed with his bludgeon.* 
SohhadrS.'s son also, taking up a prodigious mace resanbling 
the bcdt of heaven, addressed Calya, saying,— C’omc, Come !— 
Bhim^kqwever, with much ado^' persuaded hun to stand aside.* 
ThOj^Plht Bhimasena then, faaA^ng persuaded SubhadrS’a son 
to jUldS^ide, Sipproached Calyalin battle and stood immovable 
aa tf ^PIL t The ‘^m^hty ruler if the Madras also, behokhng 
Bhimai, jprooecded towards hm flike a tiger towards an de^ 
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T^U' was beard there the bud blare of tr«ff){>d^ 
Aonohsibf theusaut^ and leonine shotits, and the bud nbiaQ ; 
dnmut.* And loud cries d—Exodlent, Egecettent, — arose funoug 
huiidreds of PSndava and Kaurava waniora rushing toward 
each other.** None else among all the kings, O Bharata, saya 
the ruler of the Madras can venture to bear the mightkof Bhuua>- 
sena in battle.** Similarly, who else, save Vrikodara, in the 
world, can venture to bear the impetus of the illustrious Galya’s 
maee in battle ?** Bound in hempen strings mixed with wires 
of gold, the prodigious mace, capable of gladdening all spectatcf^ 
©f Bhima, being grasped by him, shone brilliantly.** And 
similarly the mace of Galya also, who coursed in beautihd 
circles, looked like^ blazing flash of lightning.** Both of 
them roared like bulls, and both coursed* in circlea And both 
Galya and Vrikodara, standing as they did, with their maces 
slightly bent, looked like a couple of horned bulls.** Whether 
as regards coursing in circles or in whirling and striking with 
their maces, the combat that took place between those Wo 
lions among men was every way equal.** Struck by Bhimasena 
with his mace, the prodigious mace of Galya, emitting fierce 
sparks of fire, speedily broke unto fragments.** And similarly 
Bhimasena’s mace, struck by the foe, looked beautiful like a 
tree covered with fire-flies during the season of rains at even^ 
tide.** And the mace that the ruler of the Madras hurled in 
that battle, irradiating the welkin, O Bharata, frequently 
caused sparks of fire (to fly around).** Similarly the mace 
hurled by Bhimasena at the foe scorched his antagonist’s forces 
like a fierce meteor falling down (from the firmament).*® And 
both those best of maces, striking against eachlother, resembled 
sighing she-Snakes and caused flashes of fire.** lake two l^g© 
t^ers attacking each other with their claws, or like two mighty 
elephants with their tusks, those two mighty warriois cpmesed 
in circles, encountering each other with those two foremost of 
maces with .which they were armed.** Struck then with thoa© 
foremost of maces and soon covered with blood, those tw© 
illusfcious warriors seemed to resemble a cou|de nf flow ering 
iSTinfUiA^.** And the blows, loud as Indra’s* thunda^^ 

^ees |rlelded by those two lions among men ^ 
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Stouck by the ruler of the M«dra!i with his juace on 
both the left and the right side, Bhima moved not in the least, 
like a hill riven by the thunder.** Similarly the mighty 
ruler vif the Madras, struck by Bhima with his mace, patiently 
stood still like a hill struck with the thunder.** •Both of them, 
wilh upraised maces, endued as they were with great impetus, 
‘ fell upon each other, coursing in shorter circles.** Quickly 
, neaiing each other then by eight steps and falling upon each 
other like two elephants, they suddenly struck each other urith 
those maces of theirs made entirely of iron.** And each of 
those heroes, in consequence of the other’s impetuosity and 
violently struck with the other’s mace, fell down at the same 
instant of time with the other, like a coup* of Indra's poles.** 
Then the mighty car- warrior Kritavarman quickly approached 
Calya, who, deprived of his senses, was breathing hard as ho 
lay on the field.** And beholding him, O king, struck violently 
with the mace, and writhing like a snake, and deprived of 
his senses in a swoon,** the mighty car -warrior Kritavarman, 
taking him upon his car, quickly bore the ruler of the Madras 
away from the field.** Reeling like a drunken man, the heroic 
Bhima of mighty arms, rising up within the twinkling of an 
eye, stood mace in hand.** Thy sons then, beholding the ruler 
of the Madras turn away from the fight, began, O sire, to trem- 
ble, along with their elephants, and foot-soldiers, and cavalry, 
and cars.** Grinded then by the Pandavas desirous of victory, 
those warriors of thy army, struck with fear, fled away in all 
directions, like masses of clouds driven away by the wind.** 
And those mighty car-warriors, viz., the Pandavas, having van- 
quhfijed the Dl%rtarashtras, looked resplendent in that battle, 
O king, like blazing fires.** And they uttered loud leonine roars, 
and blew their conchs, filled with joy. And they beat their 
drums, large and small, and cymbals and other instruments.”’** 


SbotioiI XVI. 

■ ■ V ■ ■ ; 

8aid,-^'Bs1idlding tljat army of thine OKceedingly 
brok^id^ single-handed, began to protect 

i^ Opng, di^lftying the illus|ozi of his weapons,' by 
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VrM^waa in that battle, thousands of arroira coursed itt idl ' 
directions, piwiBing through men and steeds and cars and eliH 
phants.* ICghty arrows, of blazing effulgence, shot by hufi,' 
coursed in thousands, like the rays, O monarch, of the Siin iix 
the summer season.' Afflicted and crushed therewith, 0 king, 
car- warriors and horse-men suddenly fell down on the Sarth like' 
trees broken by the wind.* The mighty car-warriorVrishasena. 
O king, felled large bodies of steeds, of cars, and of elephants, 
in that battle, in thousands.* Beholding that single warrior 
coursing fearlessly on the field, all the kings (of the Pandava 
army), uniting together, surrounded him on all sides.* Nakula's 
son Catanika rushed at Yrishasena and pierced him with ten 
arrows capable of penetrating into the very vitals.' The son of 
Karna, however, cutting off his bow, felled then his standard. 
Thereupon the other sons of Draupadi, ^desiroas of rescuing 
that brother of theirs, rushed at him.' And soon they made 
Kama’s son invisible by means of their arrowy showers. Against 
them thus smiting (the son of Karna), many car-warriors headed 
by Dfona’s son (A 9 watthaman) rushed." And these, O monarch, 
quickly covered those mighty car- warriors, vis., the sont of Drau- 
padi, with diverse kinds of arrows like clouds pouring rain ou 
mountain breasts.*® Thereupon the Pandavas, from affection for 
their sons, quickly encountered those assailants.** The battle 
then that took place between thy troops and those of the Pan- 
davas, was exceedingly fierce and made the hair to stand on end, 
resembling as it did that between the gods and the Dcinavas}* 
Even thus did the heroic Kauravas and the P^davas, excited 
with rage, fight, eyeing one another (fhrioualy) and having 
inc^^ed one another’s animosity for past ifiiffences.*' The 
bodiei>%f those heroes of immeasurable energy then seemed, 
in consequence of (the) wrath (that inspired them), to resemble 
those of Garuda and (mighty) NUgas battling in the skyj** 
A.id with Bhima and Karna and Kripa and Drona and Drona'a 
son and Prishata’s son and Satyaki, the field of battle looked 
resplendent like the all-destructive Sun that rises at the end 
of the Tw^a,** The battle that took place ^between thoie 
mighty men engaged with mighty antagonists, and all 
one ahether, was fierce in the ektreme, resembling thSt (of 
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yore) between the D5«avo8 and the gods.** Then Yudhish- 
thira’s host, uttering a noise loud as that of the surging 
sea, began to slaughter thy troops, the great car-warriors of 
thy army having fled away.** Beholding the (Kaurava) host 
teoken and excessively mangled by the foe, Drona said,— 
Ye heroes, ye need not fly away !*• — Then he (viz., Drona) 
owning red* steeds, excited with wrath and resembling a 
(fierce) elephant » with four tusks, penetrated into the Pandava 
host and rushed against Yudhishthira.** Then Yudhishthira 
pierced the preceptor with many whetted arrows equipt with 
Ka/nka feathers. Drona, however, cutting off Yudhishthira’s 
bow, rushed impetuously at him.*® Then the protector of 
Yudhishthira’s car-wheels, viz., Kumara, the renowned prince 
of the Panchalas, received the advancing Drona like the con- 
tinent receiving the surging sea.** Beholding Drona, that 
bull among Brahmanas held in check by Kumara, loud leonine 
shouts were heard there with cries of Excellent, Excellent /** — 
Kumara then, in that great battle, excited with rage, pierced 
Drona with an arrow in the chest and uttered many leonine 
shouts.** Having checked Drona in battle, the mighty Ku- 
,Hiara, endued with great lightness of hand and above all 
fatigue, pierced him with many thousands of arrows.** Then 
that bull among men (viz., Drona) slew that protector of 
Yudhishthira’s car-wheels, viz., Kumara, that hero observant 
of virtuous vows and accomplished in both mantras and wea- 
pons.** And then penetrating into the midst of the (Pandava) 
*^host and careering in all directions, that bull among men, viz., 
Bharadwaja’s son, became the protector of thy troops.** And 
piercing Cikhandin with twelve arrows, and Uttamaujas with 
twenty, and Nakula with five, and Sahadeva with seven,** and 
Yudhishthira with twelve, and each of the (five) sons of Drau- 
padi with three, and Satyaki with five, and the ruler of the 
Matsyas with ten arrows,** and agitating the entire host in that 
battle, he rushed against the foremost warriors (of the Pandavas) 
one albfir an^er. And then be advanced against Kunti’s son 
Yudhisbth^ %om deshre of smzing him.** Then Yugandhara, 
O'kii^i ciWked Bharadwajs^s son, that mighty car-w^rio? 
filled with rage and resembling the very ocean lashed into fury 



SHiKA PaITA.] DBONA PARYA. SI 

by the tenapeat.** Bharadwaja’s son, however, having pierced 
Yudhishthira with many straight arrows, felled Yugandhara 
with a broad-headed shaft from his niche in the car.*' Then 
Virata, and Drupada, and the Kaikeya princes, and Satyaki, 
and Civi, and Vyaghradatta the prince of the Fanchalas, and 
the valiant Singhasena,** these, and many others, (^esirous of 
rescuing Yudhishthira, surrounded Drona on all sjdes, and im- 
peded his way, scattering countless arrows.** Vyaghradatta, 
the prince of the Panchalas, pierced Drona * with fifty keen- 
pointed arrows, at which, O king, the troops uttered loud 
shouts.** Then Singhasena also, quickly piercing that mighty 
car-warrior, viz., Drona, roared aloud in joy, striking terror 
into the hearts of mighty car- warriors.** Drona then, expand- 
ing his eyes and rubbing his bowstring and producing loud 
slaps of his palms, rushed against the latter.®* Then the mighty 
son of Bharadwaja, putting forth his prawess, cut off with a 
couple of broad-headed arrows the heads decked with ear- 
rings from the trunks of both Singhasena and Vyaghradatta.** 
And afflicting also, with his arrowy showers, the other mighty 
car-warriors of the Pandavas, he stood in the front of Yudhish- 
thira’s car like all-destroying Death himself.** Then, O king, 
loud cries were heard among the warriors of Yudhishthira’s army 
to the effect, — The king is slain, — when Bharadwaja’s son of 
regulated vows thus stood in his vicinage.** And the warriors 
there all exclaimed, beholding Drona’s prowess, — Toddy the 
royal son of Dhritarashtra will be crowned with success /*“ 
This very moment, Drona, having seized Yudhishthira, wil^ 
filled with joy, assuredly come to us and Duryodhana's pre- 
sence,*'' — -While thy soldiers were indulging in such talk, Kunti’s 
son (Arjuna) quickly came there, filling (the welkin) with the 
rattle of his car,** and creating, as he came, owing to the 
carnage he caused, a river whose waters were blood, and whose 
eddies were cars, and which abounded with the bones and 
bodies of brave warriors, and which bore creatures away to 
where the spirits of the departed dwell.** And the son of 
Fandu came there, routing the Kurus, and quickly erasing 
that river whose froth was constituted by showers of tGSrUws 
and which abounded with fish in the form of lances i«id other 
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weapons.** And the diadem-decked (Arjnna) suddenly eame 
upon Drona’s division, covering it with a thick network of 
arrows and confounding the very senses (of those that followed 
Drona).** Incessantly placing his asetovrs on the bowstring 
and quickly shooting them, none could notice any lapse of 
time betw^een these two acts of the renowned son of KuntL** 
Heither the (four cardinal) directions, nor the welkin, nor the 
firmament above, nor the earth, O king, could any longer be 
distinguished, for everything then became one continuous mass 
of arrows.*’ Indeed, O king, when the wielder of GSndiva 
caused that thick darkness by means of his arrows, nothing 
could be seen in that battle.** Just then the Sun also set, 
enveloped with a dusty cloud. Niether friend nor foe could any 
longer be distinguished.*’ Then Drona and Duryodhana and 
others caused the withdrawal of their troops. And ascer- 
taining the foe to be inspired with fear and unwilling to 
continue the fight,” Vibhatsu also slowly caused his troops 
to be withdrawn. Then the Pandavas and the Srinjayas and 
the Panchalas, filled with joy, praised Fartha with delightful 
speeches like the Rishia praising the Sun. Having vanquished 
his foes thus, Dhananjaya then, filled with joy, retired to hia 
tent, proceeding in the rear of the whole army, with Ke^va 
as his companion.**"*® And stationed on his beautiful car 
decked with the costliest specimens of sapphires and rubies and 
gold and silver and diamonds and corals and crystals, the son 
of Pandu looked resplendent like the moon in the firmament 
bespangled with stars.’ ”** 


Section XVII. 

( Sammpixitkarbcidita Parva. ) 

‘Sanjaya said, — ^‘The troops of both armies, having pro- 
ceeded to their tents, duly took up their quarters, O king, 
^oemrd|ng to the^4ivisions and the sub-divisions to which they 
b* $^ving withdrawn thq troops, Drona, in great cheer- 
of beholding Duryodhana, said these words in 
.tbld^ t^^ before tha^ when Dhananjaya is by, 
]!^^ishthb;ili is incapable of bsibg seized in battle by the 
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very gods.* Although all of you fell upon him in battloi yet 
Partha frustrated all your attempts. Do not doubt what I 
say ; Krishna, and Pandu’s son (Arjuna) mre invincible !'* If, 
however, Arjuna of white steeds can, by any means, be with- 
drawn (from Yudhishthira’s side), then Yudhishthira, O king, 
shall soon come under thy control !* Let some one, challeng- 
ing him (Arjuna) in battle draw him away to some other part 
of the field. The son of Kunti will not return without van- 
quishing him.‘ Meanwhile, when Aijuna will not be by, I, 
O monarch, will seize king Yudhishthira the just, penetrating 
through the Pandava host in the very sight of Dhrishtar 
dyumna !’ Thus, O monarch, I will, without doubt, bring 
Yudhishthira the son of Dharraa, along with his followers, 
under control !* If that son of Pandu stays even for a moment 
before me in battle, I will bring him a captive from the field. 
Tha^^ feat will be more advantageous than victory (over the 
Pandava army) !® — ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Hearing those words of Drona, the 
ruler of the Trigartas, O monarch, with his brothers, said 
these words — We, O king, are always humiliated by the 
wielder of GSndiva ! O bull of Bharata’s race, although we 
have done him no injury, yet he hath always injured us !** 
Kemembering all those diverse instances of humiliation, wo 
burn in wrath and are never able to sleep at night !“ By 
good luck, that Arjuna, armed with weapons, will stand be- 
fore us. That, therefore, which is in our heart and which we 
strive to accomplish, we are resolved to achieve now,^* thaA 
viz,, which will be agreeable to thee, and which will bring us 
renown ! Taking him out of the field we will slay him.** Let 
the earth today be without Arjuna or let it be without the 
Trigartas ! We truly swear this before thee ! .This our vow 
will never be false !**— And Satyaratha and Satyavarman, O 
Bharata, and Satyavrata and Satyeshu, and Saty^arman also, 
having spoken similarly,** — those five brothers together,— with 
ten thousand cars, came, O king, (before Duryodhana), having 
taken that oath on the field of battle.*’' And the Malavas, 
and the Tundikeras with thirty thousand carsr and tha>t Aiger 
among men, viz., Su 9 arman, the ruler of Prasthaia,** ^th 5ie 
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Marelakas, the Lilithyas, and the Madrakas, aocompanifid by 
ten thousand cars and his brothers/* and with another ten 
thousand cars from diverse realms came forward for taking 
the oath.** Then bringing fire, and each making preparations 
for igniting one for himself, they took up ropes of Ku^a 
grass and beautiful coats of mail.** And equipt in mail, 
bathed in elarifled butter, clad in robes of Kuga grass, and 
with their bowstrings serving as girdles, those heroes, who 
had given away thousands and hundreds as ( sacrificial ) 
presents to Brahmanas,** who had performed many sacrifices, 
had been blessed with children, and were deserving of blessed 
regions hereafter, who had nothing more to do in this world, 
who were prepared to lay down their lives in battle, and who 
devoted their souls to the attainment of fame and victory,** 
who were desirous of soon repairing by fair fight to those re- 
gions (hereafter) thatf"are attainable by means only of sacrifices 
with abundant presents to Brahmanas, and by means also of 
rites the chief amongst which are Brahmacharya and study 
of the Fedots,®* those heroes, having each gratified Brahmanas 
by giving them gold,* and kine, and robes, and having address- 
ed one another in loving discourse,** ignited those fires and 
took that vow in battle. And in the presence of those fires, 
firmly resolved, they took that vow.** And having made that 
vow for the slaughter of Bhananjaya, they then, in the hear- 
ing of all creatures, very loudly said,** — Those regions that 
are for persons who have never adopted any vows, those that 
^Sre for persons that slay a Brahmana, those regions that are for 
one who drinketh wine, those that are for him who hath adulter- 
ous connection with his preceptor’s wife,** those that are (or 
him who robbeth the property of a Brahmana, or for him who 
enjoyeth the king’s grant without satisfying the condition of that 
grant, or for him who abandoneth one asking for shelter, or for 
hi&who slayeth a candidate for his favor,** those that are for 
persons that set fire to houses and for those that slay kine, 

those regidii’that are for those that injure others, those that 

■ . ' m/--- . . ! 

littlindly, a golden coin, -whose weight U diversely stated 
by dive]:«w^aathorities.«»T. 
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are for piersons harbuaring malice against Brahmanas,** those 
that are for him who from folly doth not seek the compaiuon~ 
i^ip of his wife in her season, those also that are for those 
that seek the companionship of women on the day they have 
to perform the ^rUddha, of their ancestors, those that are for 
persons that injure their own selves, “ or for those Hhat mis- 
appropriate what is deposited with them from confidence, or for 
those that destroy learning, or for those that battle with eu- 
nuchs, or for those that follow persons that are mean,** those 
regions that are for atheists, or for those that abandon their 
(sacred) fires and mothers, and the se regions also that are for 
the sinful, those shall be ours*® if without slaying Dhananjaya 
we return from the field, or if, grinded by him on the field, we 
turn back from fear !** If, again, we suftceed in achieving in 
battle feats the most difficult of accomplishment in the world, 
we shall then, without doubt, obtain th*e most desirable re- 
gions !*' — Having said these words, O king, those heroes then 
marched to battle, summoning Arjuna towards the southern 
part of the field.** That tiger among men, and subjugator of 
hostile cities, viz., Arjuna, thus challenged by them, said these 
words unto king Yudhishthira the just without any delay :**— 
Summoned, I never turn back. This is my fixed vow. These 
men, sworn to conquer or die, are summoning me, O king, to 
great battle !** This Su^arman here, with his brothers, sum- 
moneth me to battle. It behoveth thee to grant me permission 
for slajing him with all his followers.** O bull among men, 
I am unable to brooke this challenge. I tell thee truly, knoif 
these foes to be (already) slain in battle !*• — 

“ ‘YucUiishthira said, — Thou hast heard, 0 child, in detail, 
what Drona hath resolved to accomplish ! Act thou in such 
a Way that, that resolve of his may become futile Drona 
is endued with great might. He is a hero, swcomplished in 
arms, and above fatigue ! O mighty car- warrior, even he hath 
vowed my seizure !** — 

“ ‘Arjuna said, — ‘This Satyajit, O king, will today become 
thy protector in battle ! As long as Satyajit lives, the precep- 
tor will never be able to accomplish his wish ^* If, however, 
O lord, thhi tiger among men, viz,, Satyajit, be slain inhattle. 
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thou shoaldst not then remain on the field even if Burronnded 
by all (otir warriors) !** — ’ 

"Sanjaya continued, -r-‘King Yudhishthira then gave (toi. 
Arjuna) the leave (he sought). And he also embraced Arjuna 
and eyed him affectionately. And diverse were the benedic- 
tions that 'the king uttered on him.** Having made this arrang- 
ment (for Yildhishthira’s protection),* the mighty Partha went 
out against the IJrigartas, like a hungry lion, for assuaging 
his hunger, upon a herd of deer.** Then Duryodhana’s troops, 
filled with joy at Arjuna’s absence (from Yudhishthira’s side), 
became furious for the seizure of Yudhishthira.*’' Then both 
hosts, with great impetuosity, encountered each other, like 
Gbnga and Sarayu in the season of rains when both streams 
are swollen with water/ ”** 

* Section XVIIL 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘The SamsaptaJeaaf then, filled with joy, 
took their stand on a level field, having, with their cars 
formed an array in the shape of the half-moon.* And those 
tigers among men, beholding the diadem-decked (Arjuna) come 
towards them, were, 0 sire, filled with delight and uttered 
loud shouts.* That noise filled the welkin and all the points 
of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary. And because it was 
an open plain covered only with men, it produced no echoes.* 
Ascertaining them to .be exceedingly delighted, Dhananjaya, 
with a partial smile, said these words unto Krishna :*— -Behold, 
O thou that hast Devaki for thy mother, those Trigarta 
brothers, who are about to perish in battle, are filled with 
delight at a time when they should weep !* Or, this is, with- 
out doubt, the hour of delight (with them), since they will 
obtain those excellent regions that are unattainable by cow- 
ards !*— Having said these words: unto the mighty-armed Hri- 
shike^a, Arjuna came upon the atrayed ranks of the Trigartas 

* I a8<i|>tpil#iBengal reading is Vidk&yaivam. The Bombay 

reading ie'tJ'iAdlyhiMiam, meaning “leading Yndhishtbira.— T. 

t Sdldiax! tivoni to conquer or di^ Instead of using a long*Winde<t 
phnuM each time, the word occurs, it 4 better to repeat it in this form.— T,- 
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ia battle.’ Taking tip then his conch called Devctdatta decked 
with gold, he blew it with great force, filling all the points of 
the compass with its blare.* Terrified by that blare, that car- 
host of the Samaaptakas stood motionless in battle as if it 
was petrified.* And all their animals stood with eyes wide 
open, ears and necks and lips paralysed, and legs ^ motionless. 
And they passed urine and vomited blood.'® Regaining con- 
sciousness then, and placing their ranks in prtper order, they 
shot their arrows all at once at the son of Pandu.“ Capable 
of displaying his prowess with great speed, Arjuna, with five 
and ten arrows, cut off those thousands of arrows before they 
could reach him.** They then pierced Arjuna, each with ten 
arrows. Partha pierced each of them yvith three arrows.** 
Then each of them, O king, pierced Partha with five arrows. 
Endued with great prowess, he pierced eac|j of them in return 
with two arrows.'* And, once again, excited with wrath, they 
quickly poured upon Arjuna and Ke^ava countless arrows like 
the clouds pouring upon a lake their incessant showers.** Then 
those thousands of arrows fell upon Arjuna like flights of bees 
upon a flowering cluster of trees in the forest.** Then Suvahu 
deeply pierced Arjuna’s diadem with thirty shafts endued with 
the strength of adamant.*^ With those straight shafts equipts 
with wings of gold fixed on his diadem, Arjuna, as if decked 
with ornaments of gold, shone like the (newly) risen Sun.** 
The son of Pandu then, in that battle, with a broad-headed 
arrow, cut off the leathern fence of Suvahu, and covered Su-^ 
vahu himself with showers of arrows.*’ Then Su<;arman and 
Suratha and Sudharman and Sudhanwan and Suvahu pierced 
Partha with ten arrows.*® Partha, having the excellent ape 
on his banner, pierced all of them in return with many 
arrows, and also cut off, with some broad-headed shafts, 
their standards made of gold.®* And cutting off the bow 
of Sudhanwan, he slew with his arrows the latter’s steeds. 
And then he cut off from his trunk the latter’s head graced 
with turban.** Upon the fall of that hero, his followers were 
terrified. And struck with panic they all 'fled away to whwe 
Duryodhana’s forces were.** Then Vasava’s son, filled. .with 
wrath, smote that mighty Ijjost with incessant showers of 
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arrows like tke Sun destroying darkness by means of bis in- 
cessant rays.** Then when that host broke and melted away 
on all sides and Arjuna was filled with wrath, the Trigartas 
were struck with fear.** While being slaughtered by Fartha 
frith his straight shafts, they remained where they stood, 
deprived of their senses, like a terrified herd of deer.** Then 
the king o^ the Trigartas, filled with rage, addressed those 
mighty car-warriors, saying, — Do not fly, ye heroes ! It be- 
boveth ye not to be frightened 1” Having, in the sight of 
all the troops, taken those terrible oaths, repairing thither, 
what shall ye say unto the leaders of Duryodhana’s host ?*• 
Do we not incur ridicule in the world by such a (cowardly) act 
in battle ? Therefare, cease ye all, and fight according to your 
strength !** — ^Thus addressed, O king, those heroes, repeatedly 
Tittering loud shouts,^ blew their conchs, gladdening one ano- 
ther.** Then those SamsaptaJeas once more returned to the 
field, with the Narayana, cowherds, resolved to face Death 
himself.’ ”** 


Section XIX. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘Beholding those Samsapia^As once more 
return to the field, Arjuna addressed the high-souled Vasudeva, 
saying,* — ^Urge the steeds, O Hri3hike9a, towards the Savnaap- 
taJcae. They will not give up the battle alive. This is what 
1 think.* Today thou shalt witness the terrible might of my 
"arms as also of my bow ! Today I shall slay all these like 
Budra slaying creatures (at the end of the Yuga) I * — ^Hearing 
these words, the invincible Ejishna smiled, and gladdening 
him with auspicious speeches, conveyed Arjuna to those places 
whither the latter desired to go.* While borne in battle by 
those white steeds, that car looked exceedingly resplendent 
like a celestial car borne along the firmunent..** And like 
Cakra’s car, 0 king, in the battile between the gods and the 
iu. J^ys of old, it displayed circular, forward, backward, 

* the dead line «{ this verse 'is read incorrectly in the Bengal 

texts, —X, 
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And diverse other kinds of motion.* Then the Narayanas, 
excited with wrath and armed with diverse weapons, surrounded! 
Dhananjaya, covering him with showers of arrows.' And, O 
buU of Bhuata’s race, they soon made Eunti’s son Dhananjaya, 
together with Kjrishna, perfectly invisible in that battle.* 
Then Phalguna, excited with wrath, doubled his energy, and 
quickly rubbing its string, grasped Oandiva, (firmly) in that 
battle,* Causing wrinkles to form themselves on his brow,-—' 
sure indications of wrath, — the son of Paridu blew his prodi- 
^ous conch call Devadatta}* And then he shot the weapon 
called TSahtra that is capable of slaying large bodies of foes 
together. Thereupon thousands of separate forms started into 
existence there (of Arjuna himself and Vasudeva).’* Con- 
founded by those diverse images after the* form of Arjuna, the 
troops began to strike each other, each regarding the other as 
Arjuna’s self.'* — This is ATjuna ! — This ts Qovinda / — Therd 
are Panda’s son and he of Yadu’s race ! — ^Uttering such ex- 
clamations, and deprived of their senses, they slew one another 
in that battle.'* Deprived of their senses by that mighty 
weapon, they slew one another. Indeed, those warrior® (while 
striking one another) looked beautiful like blossoming Kin- 
f itiias.** Consuming those thousands of arrows shot by them, 
that (mighty) weapon despatched those heroes to Yama’s 
abode.'* Then Vibhatsu, laughing, crushed with his arrows 
the Lilithya, the Malava, the Mavellaka, and the Trigarta 
warriors.'* While those Kshatriyas, urged by fate, were thus 
slaughtered by that hero, they shot at Partha showers of* 
diverse kinds of arrows." Overwhelmed with that terrible 
shower of arrows, neither Arjuna, nor his car, nor Ke^ava, could 
any longer be seen.** Seeing their arrows strike the aim, they 
uttered many joyous shouts. And regarding the two Erishnas 
as already slain, they joyously waved their garments in the cdr.** 
And those heroes also blew their conchs and beat their drums 
and cymbals by thousands, and uttered many leonine shouts, O 
sire !** Then Erishna, covered with sweat, tmd much weaken- 
ed, addire^ed Arjuna, saying,— Where art thou, O Partha ! I 
do not see thee 1 Art thou alive, O slayer of toss !*'— -Heailiiif 
these words of his, Dhananjaya with great i^eed dispelled^ bp 
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means of the VSyAvyd weiq)on, that arrowy downpour shot by 
bis foes.** Then the illustrious Vayu (the presiding ddty of 
that mighty weapon) bore away crowds of Scmaa^takas with 
steeds and elephants and cars and weapons, as if these wem dry 
leaves of trees.** Borne away by the wind, O king, they looked 
E%hly beautiful, like flights of birds, 0 monarch, flying away 
from trees.^ Then Dhananjaya, having afflicted them thus, 
with great speed struck hundreds and thousands of them with 
sharp shafts.'* And he cut off their heads, and also hands 
with weapons in grasp, by means of his broad-headed arrows. 
And he felled on the ground, with his shafts, their thighs 
resembling the trunks of elephants." And some had their backs 
mangled, and some were deprived of legs, and some were 
wounded on their backs, arms, and eyes. And thus Dhanan- 
jaya deprived his foes of diverse limbs." And cars decked 
and equipt according to' rule, and looking like the vapoury 
edifices in the welkin, he cut off into fragments by means 
of his arrows, slaying their riders and steeds and elephants." 
And in many places crowds of cars, whose standards had been 
cut off, looked like forests of headless palmyras." And ele- 
phants with excellent weapons, banners, hooks, and standards, 
fell down like wooded mountains split with Gakra’s thunder.*® 
Graced ■with tails looking like those of the yak, and covered 
with coats of mail, and with their entrails and eyes dragged out, 
steeds, along with their riders, rolled on the ground, slain by 
means of Partha’s shafts.** No longer holding in their grasp 
%he swords that had served for their nails, with their coats of 
mail torn and the joints of their bones broken, foot-soldiers, 
with their vital limbs cut open, helplessly laid themselves down 
on the field, slain by means Aijuna’s arrows." And the 
field of battle assumed an awful beauty in consequence of 
those warriors slain or in course of being slaughtered, falling 
and fiiillon, staying or in course of being whirled along." And 
the air purified of the duet that had arisen, by means-' 
of the of blood (caxised by Aijuna’s arro'ws). And' 

the eaa^reilifewB with hundreds of headless trunks, became 
iinfAMahiei^ And the car of -Vibhatsu in that battle shone 
fiercely Ihe CM of Eu^a | himself wbUe engaged at the 
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dnd of the Tiiga in destroying all creatures.** While slaughter- 
ed by Partha thus, those warriors, with their steeds and cars 
and elephants in great distress, ceased not to rush against 
him, though, deprived of life one after another, they had to 
become the guests of Cakra.** Then the field of battle, O chief 
of the Bharatas, strewn with mighty car-warrioft (^eprived of 
life, looked dreadful like Yama’s domains abounding with the 
spirits of departed creatures.** Meanwhile, when Arjuna was 
furiously engaged (with the Samsaptakas), Brona, at the head 
of his forces arrayed for battle, rushed against Yudhishhira,** 
And many warriors, accomplished in smiting and properly 
arrayed, followed him, actuated by the desire of seizing Yu- 
dhishthira. The battle then that ensued became exceedingly 
fierce.’ ”** 


Section XX. * 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Having passed the night, that mighty car- 
warrior, viz., Bharadwaja’s son, addressed Suyodhana, O 
monarch, saying, — I am thine !** I have made arrangements 
for Partha’s encounter with the Samsaptakas .'f — After Fartha 
went out for slaying the Samsaptakas,* Drona then, at the 
head of his troops arrayed for battle, proceeded, 0 chief of the 
Bharatas, for seizing king Yudhishthira the just.* Seeing that 
Drona had arrayed his forces in the form of a Oaruda, Yu- 
dhishthira disposed his troops in counter array in the form of a 
semicircle.* In the mouth of that Garuda was the mighty 
car-warrior Drona himself. And its head was formed by king 
Duryodhana surrounded by his uterine brothers.* And Krita- 
varman and the illustrious Kripa formed the two eyes of that 
Garuda. And Bhuta^arman, and Kshemagarman, and the 
valiant Karakaksha,* and the Kalingas, the Singhalas, the.East- 
orners, the Cudras, the Ahiras, the Da^erakas, the Cakas, the 
Tavanas, the Kamvojas, the Hangsapadas,* the Curasenas, the 

* The second line is^read differently in the Bombay text.-«T. 

t It seems that the text here is vioiona* It^ certainly reqaires^ 
eettliagf. One complete 9loka aeeiufi to be wantii)g.*-T, 
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Daradas, the Madras, and the Eaikeyas, with hundreds and 
thousands elephuits, steeds, cars, and foot-soldiers, were 
sti^ioned in its neck * And Bhuri^vas, and Calya, and Soma> 
datta, and Yalhika, these heroes, surrounded by a full AkshauU' 
hint, took up their position in the right wing.* And Vinda and 
Anuvinda Avanti, and Sudfdcshina the ruler of the Eamvojas,. 
stationed theipselves in the left wing at the head, however, of 
l>rona’s soft A^watthaman.^® In the back (of that Garuda} 
were the Ealingas,' the Amvashthas, the Magadhas, the Faun- 
dras, the Madrakas, the Gandharas, the Cakunas, the Eastern- 
ers, the Mountaineers, and the Ya^atis.” In the tail stood 
Yikartana’s son Earna, with his sons, kinsmen, and friends, and 
surrounded by a large force raised from diverse realms.** Jaya- 
dratha, and Bhimaratha, and Sampati, and the Tajas, and the 
Bhojas, and Bhuminjaya, and Yrisha, and Eratha, and the 
mighty ruler of the Nishadhas,** all accomplished in battle, 
surrounded by a large host and keeping the region of Brahma 
before their eyes, stood, O king, in the bosom of that array.** 
That array, formed by Drona, in consequence of its foot-soldiers, 
steeds, cars, and elephants, seemed to dance like the tempest- 
tossed ocean (as it advanced to battle).** Warriors, desirous 
battle, began to start out from the wings and sides of that 
urray like roaring clouds charged with lightning rushing from 
tdl sides (in the welkin) at summer.*' And in the midst of 
that array, the ruler of the Pragjyotishas, mounted on his duly 
equipt elephant, looked resplendent, O king, like the rising 
Stin.** Decked, O monarch, in gwlands of flowers, and with 
a white tUQibrella held over his head, he looked like the moon 
at full when in conjunction with the constellation Eirtika.** 
Ai^ hk jtuce-blind elephant, looking like a mass of ^alek 
antimony, shone like a huge mountain washed by mighty 
douds (with their showers).** And the ruler of the Prag- 
jyotishas was surrounde<i by many heroic kings of the. hUly 
cdantrios stmed with diverse weapons, like Cakra himself 
surronn^l^ by the celestials.*® Then Yudhishthira, behold- 
ing that 8pp<^uman array ii^capable of being vanquished 
" by foes in addressed Priishata’s son, saying,** — O lord, 

* O thou thatc^Diait white as pigeons, let such measures 
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be adopted that I may not be taken a priaoaer by the Br&ho 
mana !**— 

" ‘Dhrishtadyumna said,-— O thou of excellent vows, never 
shalt thou be placed under the power of Drona, however much 
may he strive! Even I shall check Drona today with all hia 
followers !** As long as I am alive, O thou of Kuru’s race, iti 
behoveth thee not to feel any anxiety. Under no circumstances 
is Drona able to vanquish me in battle !** — ' • 

"Sanjaya continued, — ^“Having said these words, the mighty 
son of Drupada owning steeds of the hue of pigeons, scatter- 
ing his shafts, rushed himself at Drona.** Beholding that (to 
him) evil omen in the shape of Dhrishtadyumna stationed before 
him, Drona soon became exceedingly cheerless.** Beholding 
this, that crusher of foes. Viz., thy son f)urmukha, desirous of 
doing what was agreeable to Drona, bega^ to check Dhrishta- 
dyumna.*'' Then a terrible and a fierce battle took place, O 
Bharata, between the bravo son of Prishata and thy son Dur- 
mukha.*® Then Prishata’s son, quickly covering Durmukha 
with a shower of arrows, checked Bharadwaja’s son also with 
a thick arrowy downpour.*® Beholding Drona checked, thy 
son Durmukha quickly rushed at Prishata’s son and confounded 
him with clouds of arrows of diverse kinds.** And while the 
prince of the Panchalas and that foremost one of Kuru’s race 
were thus engaged in battle, Drona consumed many portions 
of Yudhishthira’s host.** As a mass of clouds is dispersed in 
different directions by the wind, even so was Yudhishthira's 
host, in many parts of the field, dispersed by Drona.** For only 
a short while did that battle look beautiful. And then, Q 
king, it became an encounter of infuriate persons in which no 
consideration was shown for anybody.** And the combatants 
could no longer distinguish their own from the foe. And the 
battle went on, the warriors being guided by inferences and 
watch-words.** Upon the gems on thehr head-gears, upon their 
necklaces and other ornaments, and upon their coats of' mail, 
rays of light like those of the Sun seemed to fall and play.** 
And cars and elephants and steeds, decked, with floating 
banners, seemed in that battle to resemble masses of clouds 
withx^owsof cranes under thcnii^ Md men slew and 
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steeds of fiery slew steeds, and car- warriors slew car- 

warriors,' and elephants slew elephants.*^ And soon a fierce 
and terrible encounter took place between elephants with 
tall standards -on their backs and mighty compeers (rushing 
against them).** And in consequence of those huge creatures 
rubbing tWr bodies against those of hostile compeers and 
tearing one another (with their tusks), fires mixed with smoke 
were engendered 'there by (such) friction of countless tusks 
with tusks.*’ Shorn of the standards (on their backs), those 
elephants, in consequence of the fires engendered by their 
tusks, looked like masses of clouds in the welkin charged with 
lightning.” And the earth, strewn with elephants dragging 
(hostile compeers) and roaring and falling down, looked beauti- 
ful like the autumnal sky overspread with clouds.** And the 
roars of those elephants while they were being slaughtered with 
showers of shafts and lances, resembled the roll of clouds in the 
rainy season.** And some huge elephants, wounded with lances 
and shafts, became panicstruck. And others amongst those 
oreatures, left the field with loud cries*.** And some elephants 
there, struck by others with their tusks, uttered fierce cries of 
distress that resembled the roll of the all-destroying clouds 
at the end of the Yuga.** And some, turned back by huge 
compeers, returned to the charge, urged on by sharp hooks. 
And crushing hostile ranks, they began to slay all who came 
in their way.*’ And elephant-drivers, attacked by elephant- 
drivers with arrows and lances, fell down from the backs of 
their beasts, their weapons and hooks loosened from their 
hand.*’ And many elephants, without riders on their backs, 
wandered hither and thither like clouds torn from mightier 
masses, and then fell down, encountering one another.** And 
some huge elephants, bearing oi| their backs slain and fallen 
warriors or those whose weapons had fallen down, wandered 
in all directions singly<f*' And^in the midst of that carnage, 

' * The second line of this verse u‘cerUiuly ▼icioai.-^T. 
t EhidutriU is «cp)ained by Nilaksntha aa “anable to bear the sight 
of others of their f. e., walldngby themselves, or solitarily or 

singly. Som^l^^^macular traWators are for taking this word aa 
implying the . 
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3ome elephants, attacked or in conrse of being attacked witb 
lances, swords, and battle-axes, fell down in course of that 
awful carnage, uttering cries of distress.** And the Earth, 
suddenlly struck with the falling bodies, huge as hills, of thosei 
creatures all around, trembled and uttered loud sounds.*® And 
with those elephants slain along with their riders and lying all 
about with the standards on their backs, the Earth looked 
beautiful as if strewn with hills.** And the drivers on the 
backs of many elephants, with their breasts pierced by carr 
warriors with broad-headed shafts in that battle, fell down, 
their lances and hooks loosened from their grasp.** And som? 
elephants, struck with long shafts, uttered crane-like cries, 
and ran in all directions, -crushing friends and foes with then: 
tread.*® And covered with countless bodies of elephants and 
steeds and car- warriors, the earth, O king, became miry with 
flesh and blood.** And large cars wiA wheels and many 
without wheels, crushed with the points of their tusks, wore 
thrown up by elephants, with the warriors mounted on them.*®, 
Cars were soen deprived of warriors. And riderless steeds and 
elephants ran in all directions, afflicted with wounds.** And 
there sire slew son, and son slew sire, for the battle thali 
took place was exceedingly fierce and nothing could be dis- 
tinguished.*® Mon sank anklc-doep in the gory mire and looked 
like tall trees whose lower parts were swallowed up in a 
blazing forest-conflagration.** And robes and coats of mail 
and umbrellas and standards having been dyed with blood, 
everything seemed to be bloody on the field.*’ Large bodie^ 
of slain steeds, of cars, and of men, were again' cut into frag- 
ments by rolling car-wheels.** And that sea of troops having 
elephants for its current, and slain men for its (floating) moss 
and weeds, and pars for its fierce eddies, looked terribly beauti- 
ful.** Warriors, having steeds and elephants for their -large 
vessels, and desirous of victory as their wealth, plunged into 
that sea, and instead of sinking in it endeavoured to deprive 
their enemies of their senses.** When all the warriors, ^cH 
bearing particular signs, were covered with arrowy showers, 
^here was none amongst them who lost hearlrthough all were 
deprived of their signs.** In that fierce and a^ul ba#l», 
9 ' ■ . ' ' ‘ 
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Brona, confpundii^ the senses of bis foes, (at last) pushed af( 
Yudhiebthba.’ ”•* ' 


Section XXI. 

“Sanjaya« continued, — ‘Then Drona, beholding Yudhishtbira 
near him, fearlessly received him with a thick shower of 
arrows.' And there arose a loud noise among the troops of 
Yudhishthira's urmy like what is made by the elephants belong- 
ing to a herd when their leader is attacked by a mighty lion.* 
Beholding Drona, the brave Satyajit, of prowess incapable of 
being baffled, rushed at the p-eceptor who was desirous of seiz- 
ing Yudhishthira.* The preceptor and the Panchala prince, 
both endued with great might, fought with each other, agitat- 
ing each other’s troops, like Indra and Vali.* Then Satyajit, of 
prowess incapable of being baffled, invoking a mighty weapon, 
pierced Drona with keen-pointed arrows.* And Satyajit shot 
at Drona’s charioteer five arrows, fatal as snake-poison and each 
looking like Death himself. The charioteer, thus strucdc, be- 
came deprived of his senses.* Then Satyajit quickly pierced 
ibrona’s steeds with ten shafts ; and filled with rage he next 
pierced each of his Parshni drivers with ten shafts.'' And 
then he coursed at the head of his troops on his car in a cir- 
cular motion. Excited with wrath, he cut off the standard 
tff Drona, that crusher of foes.* Drona then, that chastiser of 
^Sbes, beholding these feats of his foe in battle, mentally 
resolved to despatch him to the other world.** The preceptor, 
cutting off Satyajit’s bow with arrow fixed thereon, quickly 
pierced him with ten arrows capable of penetrating into the 
very vitals.'* Thereupon the valiant Satyayit, quickly tak- 
ing up another bow, struck Drona, O king, with thirty arrows 
winged with tihe feathers of the Kamka bi^.“ Beholding 
Brona (thus) encountered in bat^e by Satyajit, the Fandava8,0 
kii^, shotted in joy and waved tli^ir garments.'* Then the mighty 
Yriha, O king, excited with great wrath, pierced Drona. in 

the centrt of the chest with fixty arrows. That feat seemed 
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ItigWy wond«rful.‘* Then that mighty ca^warrwr, viai., Jkomi- 
of great impetuosity, covered wHh the arrowy showers (c# 
his foes), opened his eyes wide and mustered all his energy.*** 
Then cutting off the bows of both Saty^'it and' Vrika, Dronsf 
with six shafts, slew Yrika with) his charioteer and steeds.'*^ 
Then Satyajit, taking up another bow that was tougher; 
pierced Drona with his steeds, his charioteer, and his standard.**: 
Thus af^icted in battle by the prince of the JPanchalas, Drona> 
could not brook that act. For the destruction then of his fo^' 
he (fuickly sped his arrows (at him).*^ Drona then covered withr 
incessant showers of arrows his antagonist’s steeds and standard 
as also the handle of his bow, and both his Parahni drivers.** 
But though his bows were (thus) repeatedly cut off, the prinow 
of the Panchalas, conversant with the 'highest weapons, con> 
tinned to battle with him of red steeds.** Beholding Satyajik 
swell with energy in that dreadful comljht, Drona cut off thah 
illustrious warrior’s head with a crescent-shaped arrow.**® Upon 
the slaughter of that foremost of combatants, that mighty cax» 
warrior among the Pamchaias, Yudhishthira, from fear of Drona; 
fled away, (borne) by fleet steeds.** Then the Panchalas, the 
Kekayas, the Matsyas, the Chedis, the Karushas, and the Ko^a-. 
las, eying Drona, rushed at him, desirous of rescuing Yudhish** 
thira.** The preceptor, however, that slayer of large numbers 
of foes, desirous of seizing Yudhishthira, began to consume 
those divisions, like fire consuming heaps of cotton.** Then 
Catanika, the younger brother of the ruler of the Mati^as, 
rushed at Drona wlp was thus engaged in incessantly. deSf 
troying those divisions (of the Pandava host).** And C^taniktH 
pienang Drona along with his driver and steeds with six shafts 
bright as the rays of the Sun, and polished by the hands of 
their forger, uttered loud shouts.** And engaged in a cruel act 
and endeavouring to accomplish what was difficult of attain- 
ment, he covered Bharadwaja’s son, that mighty car-warrior, 
with showers of arrows.t** Then Drona, with an arrow sharp 


• Literally, “half-moon-shapci— T. 

f Cruel, because it was a Br&bmana with whom CatHuika wm fight- 
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asrftzor, quickly <ioit off from bis trunk the head, decked -vritli 
ees^-iko^f of Oatanika thus shouting at him. Thereupon the 
Mataya warriors all fled away.” Having vanquished the Mat- 
syas, the son oif Bharadwaja then defeated the Ohedis, the 
KSrushas, the Kaikoyas, the Panchilas, the Srinjayas, and the' 
F&ndus repeatedly i** Beholding that hero of the golden car 
ejreited with* rage and consuming their divisions like a fire 
consuming a forest, the Srinjayas trembled (with fear).** En- 
dued with great activity and slaughtering the foe ceaselessly, 
the twang of the bowstring, as he streched his bow, was heard 
in all directions,** Fierce arrows shot by that warrior endued 
with great lightness of hand, crushed elephants and steeds and 
foot-soldiers and car-warriors and elephant-riders. *‘ As a mighty 
mass of roaring clouds "in summer with violent winds (blowing) 
poureth a shower of hail-stoncs, so did Drona pour his arrowy 
showers and inspire fear in the hearts of his foes.®* That mighty 
hero, that great bowman, that dispeller of the fears of his 
friends, careered in all directions (of the field) agitating the 
(hostile) host.®* The bow, decked with gold, of Drona of inv 
measurable energy, was seen in all directions like the flashes of 
lightning in the clouds.®* The beautiful altar on his banner, 
as he careered in battle, O Bharata, was seen to resemble a 
crest of Himavat.®* The slaughter that Drona caused among 
the Pandava troops was very great, resembling that caused by 
Vishnu himself, the adored of both gods and Amraa, among 
the Daitya host.** Heroic, truthful in speech, endued with 
^reat wisdom and might, and possessed o# prowess incapable of 
being baffled, the illustrious Drona caused a river to flow there 
that was fierce and capable of striking the timid with fear. Coats 
of mail formed its waves, and standards its eddies. And it 
carried away (as it ran) large numbers of mortal creatures. 
And elephants «nd steeds constituted its great alligators, and 
BWords formed its fishes. And it was incapable of being easily 
broa^ bvm*. The bones of bra^e warriors formed its pebbles, 
and drums and cymbals its tortoises. And shields and armour 
feurmed its bdiia uud the hair of warriors its floating moss 
and weeds. ..'^,And arrows constituted its wavelets and bows 
its current; And the arms (ff the combatants formed its 



PAllTi.l 1»A»T4» 6% 

snakes.* And that river of fierce carrent, running ©vw th© 
field of battle, bore away both the Kurus and the ISrinJayas, ' 
And the heads of human beings constituted its stones, mul 
their thighs^ its fishes. And maces constituted the rafts (by 
which many sought to cross it). And head-gears formed the 
fitoth that covered its smface, and the entrails (of* animals) 
its reptiles. Awful (in mien), it bore away heroes (to the other 
world). And blood and flesh constituted its^ mire. And ele- 
phants formed its corocodiles, and standards the trees (on its 
banks). Thousands of Kshatriyas sunk in it. Fierce, clogged 
with (dead) bodies, and having horse-soldiers and elephant* 
warriors for its sharks, it was extremely difficult to cross it> 
And that river ran towards the abode of Yama.*^"** And it 
abounded with Rskahasas and dogs and jackalls. And it was 
haunted by fierce cannibals all around.** 

“ ‘Then many Pandava warriors headed by Kunti’s son, rush* 
ing at Drona, that mighty car-warrior consuming their divisions 
like Death himself, surrounded him on all sides.** Indeed, 
those brave warriors completly encompassed Drona who was 
scorching everything around him like the Sun himself scorching 
the world with his rays.** Then the kings and the princes of thy 
army, with upraised weapons, all rushed for supporting that hero 
and great bowman.** Then Cikhandin pierced Drona with five 
straight arrows. And Kshatradharman pierced him with twenty 
arrows, and Yasudana with five.** And XJttamaujas pierced him 
with three arrows, and Kshatradeva with five. And Satyaki 
pierced him in that battle with a hundred arrows, and Yudha* 
manyu with eight.*’ And Yudhishthira pierced Drona with 9 
dozen shafts, and Dhrishtadyumna pierced him with ten, and Che* 
kitana with three.** Then Drona of unbafiled aim and resembl- 
ing an elephant with rent temples, getting over the car-division 
( of the Pandavas), overthrew Dridhasena.** Approaching then 
king Kshema who was battling fearlessly, he struck him with 
nine arrows. Thereupon ICshema, deprived of life, fell down from 
his car.** Getting then into the midst of the (hostile) tojops, 

* The Bengal madhig is a mistake. ’ The cutset riaffiag 

is as m the Bonbsy text.**-T. 
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he careered in all «&dotions, protecting others but himself in hO' 
need i(^ protection.** He then pierced C^han^n withtvelTO 
irtowB, and Uttomaujas with twenty. And he despatched Yastt-: 
dana with a broad-headed arrow to the abode Yama** And 
he pierced E^shemxTarman with eighty-arrows, and Sudakshina 
with six and twenty. And he felled Kshatradeva with a broad- 
headed arrow from hia niche in the car.** And having pierced 
Yudbamanyu with aixtyfour wrows, and Saty^i with thirty, 
Drona of the golden car quickly approached Yudhiahthira.** 
Then Yudhishthira, that best of kings, quickly fled away from 
the preceptor, home by his fleet steeds. Then Panchalya rush- 
ed at Drona.** Drona slew that prince, cutting off his bow;, 
and felling his steeds and charioteer along with him. Deprived 
of life, the prince fell down on the earth from his car like a 
luminary loosened from the firmament.** Upon the fall of 
that illustrious prince' of the Panchalas, loud cries were heard 
there of — Slay Dt'ona, Slay Drona !** — The mi^ty Drona then 
began to crush and mangle the Panchalas, the Matsyas, the 
Kaikeyas^ the Srinjayas, and the P&ndavas, all excited with 
rage.*® And supported by the Kurus, Drona then vanquished 
Satyaki, and Chekitana, and Dhrishtadyumna, and Cikhandin, 
and Yardhakshemi, and Chitrasena’s son, and Senavindu, and 
Suvarchasa, all these, and numerous other kings.**"** Thy 
warriors, O king, having obtained the victory in that great 
battle, slew the Pandavas as they fled away in all directions.** 
And the Panchalas, the Kaike/ws, and the Matsyas, thus 
'slaughtered on all sides like the DcLnavaa by Indra, began to 
tremble (with fear).’ ”** 


Section XXII. 

*T>hritarashtra said,— ‘When the Pandavas were broken by 
ilhia^w&ja’s son in that dreadftil battle, and the P&nchSlaa 
was then anybody Ihrona for battle 1* 

lidite, bChtflding^ battle, like a yawning tiger 

aq Slephiuit With rent temples, rmkly to lay down his life in 
by^t^i Well-a^ll^, conversant t^ith all modes of fight, that, 
great bowman, that tiger among men, that cnhfqiGer of the fears 
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of foea, gei^ful, devoted to truth, ever dt^irous ol ben^tin2^ 
Doryodhana,— alas, beholding him at the head of his tfOQpSf^ 
was th«re no man that could approach him, with a htudable 
determination for battle, a determination that enhances the 
renown of Kshatriyas, that mean-spirited persons can never 
form, and that is distinctive only of foremost of persons I Tell, 
me, O Sanjaya, who were those heroes that ppproa(died the son 
of Bharadwaja, beholding him at the head of ^ forces 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding the P&nch&Ias, the Pandavaj^ 
the Matsyas, the Srinjayas, the Chedis, and the Kmkeyas, thus 
routed after being broken in battle by Drona with his shafts,^ 
beholding them thus driven from the field by those showers of 
fleet arrows shot from Drona’s bow like vessels sent adrift by 
the awful waves of the tempest-tossed iscean,^ the Kauravas 
with many leonine shouts and with the noise of diverse instru- 
ments, began to assail the cars and elephAits and foot-soldiers 
(of that hostile host) from all sides.* And beholding those 
(fleeing soldiers of the Pandavas), king Duryodhana, stationed 
in the midst of his own forces and encompassed by his own 
relatives and kinsmen, filled with joy and laughing as he spoke, 
said these words unto Karna.* 

“ ‘Duryodliana said,: — Behold, O Radha’s son, the Panch^as 
broken by that firm bowman (Drona) wjth his shafts, like a 
herd of wild deer frightened by a lion !‘® These, I think, will 
not again come to battle ! They have been broken by Drona 
like mighty trees by the tempest !** Afilicted by that high- 
eouled warrior with those shafts winged with gold, they are* 
fleeing away, no two persons being together! Indeed, they 
seem to be dragged in eddies all over the field !^* Checked by 
the Kauravas as also by the high-souled Drona, they are 
huddling close to one another like (a herd of ) elephants in the 
m'dst of a conflagration.^* Like a blosoming tree penetrated 
by flights of bees, these warriors, pierced with the sharp d^frs . 
of Drona, are huddling close to one another as they are flying 
away from the field !^* There, the wrathful Bhima, abandoned 
by 'tile Pandavas mid the Srinjayas, and surrounded by ray 
tiers, delighteth me greatly, O Kuna !“ It & eyid^nt, tlta^ 

the wld Wday to k fwU of 1 
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Without 4oubt, that son of Panda hath today beoonae hopeleai 
of life and Idiigdom t‘*— 

** ‘Kama said, — ^That mighty-armed warrior will not certaiar 
ly abandon the battle as long as he is alive. Nor will he, O 
tiger among men, brook these leonine shouts (of ours).” Nor 
will the «Pandavas, I think, be defeated in battle. They are 
brave, endued with great might, accomplished in weapons, and 
difficult of being, resisted in battle.** Becollecting the woes 
caused them by our attempts at poisoning and burning them, 
and the woes that arose from the match at dice, bearing in 
mind also their eKile in the woods, the PandavM, I think, will 
not abuidon the battle.** The mighty-armed Yrikodara of 
unmeasurable energy hath already turned back (for the fight). 
The son of Kunti wilt certainly slay many foremost of our car- 
waiHriors.** With sword and bow and dart, with steeds and ele- 
phants and men and 6ars,* with his mace made of iron, he will 
slay crowds upon crowds (of our soldiers).** Other csr-wanriors 
headed by Satyaki, together with the Panohalas, the Kekayas, 
the Matsyas, and especially the Pandavas, arb following him.** 
They are *11 brave, and possessed of great might and prowess. 
Mighty car-warriors, they are again led by Bhima in wrath !** 
Those bulls of Kuru's race, surrounding YrilEodara on all sides 
like the clouds surrounding the Sun, begin to approach Drona 
from all sidesi.** Closely intent upon one object, these will 
certainly afflict the unprotected Drona like fiights of insects on 
the point of death afflicting a blazing lamp.** AecompUahed 
*'in weapons, they are certainly competent to resist Drona, 
Heavy is the burthen, I think, that now rests on BharadwSja’a 
son.** Bet us then quickly go to the spot whwe Drona is. 
Let not these slay him of regulated vows like wolves slaying '^ 
mighty elephant I**- — ’ 

‘‘Sainjaya edhtinaed,^<Heariibg these words of RadheyA, 
Ikif^ Duryodhaim then, aoeompamed by his'brothers, O monarch, 
•Drona's 'car.*f The noise thme was de^en- 
rarrbrs returned to the :fight. on them cars 

i I — . I II I 

'imptoimii |or ■ string, fw Bhima’s 'Ought 
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3rftwn by excellent steeds of diverse hue, all actuated by tb« 
desire of slaying Drona alone.’ ”** 


Section XXIII. 

• 

“Dhritarashtra said,— ‘Tell me, O Sanjaya, tbe> distinctive 
indications of tbe cars of aK those who, excited with wrath 
and headed by Bhipiasena, had proceeded against Drona !’* 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Beholding Vrikodara advancing (on a car 
drawn) by steeds of a dappled hue (like that of the antelope), 
the brave grandson of Cini (Satyaki) proceeded, borne by steeds 
of a silvery hue.® The irresistible Yudhamanyu, excited with 
rage, proceeded against Drona, borne by excellent steeds of a 
variegated hue.® Dhrishtadyurana, the son of the Panch&la 
king, jproceeded, borne by steeds of great flefetness in trappings of 
gold and of the hue of pigeons.** Desirous of protecting his me, 
and wishing him complete success, (Dhrishtadyumna’s son) 
Kshatradharmau of regulated vows, proceeded, borne by red 
steeds.® Kshatradeva the son of Cikhandin, himself urging well- 
docked steeds of the hue of lotus leaves and with eyes of pure 
white, proceeded (against Drona).® Beautiful steeds of the 
Kamvoja breed, decked with the feathers of the green parrot, 
bearing Nakula, quickly ran towards thy army.® Dark steeds 
of the color of clouds wrathfully bore Uttamaujas, O Bharata, to 
battle, against the invincible Drona standing With arrows aimed.* 
Steeds, fleet as the wind, and of variegated hue, bore Sahadeva 
with upraised weapons to that fierce battle.® Of great impetu- 
osity and possessed of the fleetness of the wind, steeds of the hue 
of ivory and having black hair on the neck, bore Yudhiahthira,’ 
that tiger among men.‘® And many warriors followed Yudhish- 
thira, borne on their steeds decked in trappings of gold and all 
fleet as the wind.** B^ind the king was , the royal chief of 
the Panohalas, viz., Drupad v ^ith a £^14^ UBa%ella over his 
head and himself protected by aU those solders (that IblloWed 
Yudhishthira).*® That great bowman among all the kings, viz., 
cantabhi, proceeded, bhrae by beautiful steeds capable of. 

* llmadandait is a miatake d tb« Bengal texts for ATemaMdricfatV.-^X. 

Id 
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|l»eariiig every ‘ noiae.'* Accompanied by all the great car- 
warriow, Virata quickly followed the former. The Kaikeyaa* 
and Cikhandin, and Dhrishtaketu/* surrounded by their res- 
pective troops, followed the ruler of the Matsyas. Excellent 
steeds of„the (pale-red) hue of trumpet-flowers, looked exceed- 
* iagly beautifol as they bore Virata. Fleet steeds of yellow 
color and decked in chains of gold” bore with great speed the 
son (Uttara) of that slayer of foes, vig., Virata the royal chi^ 
«f the Matsyas. The five Kekaya brothers wore borne by 
steeds of deep red hue,“~'^ Of the splendour of gold and 
owning standards of red hue, and decked with chains of gold, 
all of them heroes accomplished in battle,** they proceeded, 
clad in mail, and showering arrows like the very clouds. Ex- 
cellent steeds, the gift of Tumvuru, of the hue of unbaked 
earthen poto, bore Cikhandin the Panchala prince of immea- 
surable energy.* Altogether, twelve thousand mighty car- 
srarriors of the Panchala race proceeded to battle.**^* Of 
tbese^ six thousand followed Cikhandin. Sportive steeds, O 
sire, of the dappled hue of the antelope, bore the son of Ci9U- 
p&la that tiger among men. That bull among the Chedis, vig., 
' Dhrishtaketu, endued with great strength,***** and difficult of 
being vanquished in battle, proceeded, borne by Kamvoja 
steeds of vaiegated hue. Excellent steeds of the Sindhu breed, 
of beautiful limbs, and of the hue of the smoke of straw, 
quickly bore the Kaikeya prince Vrihntkshatra. Possessed of 
eyes of pure white, of the hue of the lotus, born in the country 
of the Valhikas, and decked with ornaments,**'** bore Cikhan- 
din’s son, the Israve Kshatradeva.f Decked in trapprings of 
gold, and possessed of the hue red silk,** quiet steeds borer 
SenSvihdu, that chastiser of foes, to battle. Excellent steeds 
of the hue <rf cranes, bote to battle the youthful** and delicate 
son of theddng of the K&^is, that mighty car-warrior. White 
ste^ w|(&;black siecks, endrted with the speed of the mind, 
O exceed^ obedient to the driver, bore {srince 

' 1 ! ■ II II. ' i m mi.m ' i i . m i 
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Prativindhya. Whitiah yellow steeds bore Sutasoma, tbe son 
of Arjuna, whom the latter had obtained from Soma himMi& 
He was born in the Kuru city known by the name of Udayendtu 
Endued with the effulgence of a thousand Moons, and because 
also he had won great renown in an assembly of the Somakas* 
he came to be called Sutasoma.*'''** Steeds of the hoe of f!Slci 
flowers or of the morning Sun bore Nakula’s sen- Cataniha 
worthy of every praise.'* Steeds decked in trappings of goli^ 
and endued with the hue of the peacock’s neck, bore that tiger* 
among men, Crutakarman, the son of Draupadi (by Bhima)." 
Excellent steeds of the hue of the king-iisher’s feathers bore 
Draupadi's son Crutakirti to that battle, who like Fartha was 
an ocean of learning." Steeds of a tawny hue bore the youthflut 
Abhimanyu who was regarded as superiorto Krishna or Partha 
one and a half times in battle.** Gigantic steeds bore Tuyutsu 
to battle, that only warrior amongst the Sons of Dhritarashhra 
who (abandoning his brothers) hath sided with the Pandavas.'*. 
Plump and well-decked steeds of the hue of the (dried) paddy 
stalk bore Yardhakshemi of great activity to that ihread&l 
battle." Steeds with black legs, equipt in breast-plates of gold, 
and exceedingly obedient to the driver, bore the youthful Sw- 
diitti to battle." Steeds whose backs were covered with golden 
nrmour, decked with chains of gold, well-broken, and of the 
hue of red silk, bore Crenimat." Steeds of a red hue bore the 
advancing Satyadhriti accomplished in the science of arms and 
in the divine Vedas.** That prince of Panchala who was com- 
mander (of the Pandava army) and who took Drona as the* 
victim allotted to his share, — that Dhrishtadyumna,— was bcnui- 
by steeds of the hue of pigeons." Him followed Satyadhri^, 
and Sanchitti inresistible in battle, and Oeniinat, and Vasud&na, 
andVibhu the son of the ruler- of the Ka^is,** These Imd 
fleet steeds of the best Kamvoja breed, ^ked with chid&s of 
gold. Each resembling Yama or Vai§ravana, they proceeded to 
battle, striking fear into the hearts of the hostile soldiers." 
The Prabhadrakas oi the Kamvoja country, numbering six 
thousand, with upraised weapons, with excellent steeds of 
yerse hues, and with gold decked standards on their cars," with 
streched bows and making their foes tremble with their showers 
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of arrows and resolved to die together,* followed Dbrisbta' 
dyamna.** Eixcellent steeds of tKe hue of tawny silk, decked 
with beautiful chains of gold, cheerfully bore Chekitana.** 
Arjuna’s maternal uncle Purdjit, otherwise called Kuntibhoja, 
came, borne by excellent steeds of the colors of the rainbow.** 
Steeds of 'the color of the st»-be3pangled firmament bore to 
battle king Eochamana.*' Steeds of the hue of the red deer, 
with white streak? over their bodies, bore the Panchala prince 
Singhasena the son of Gopati.*’^ That tiger among the Pan* 
eh$la3 who is known by the name of Janamejaya had excellent 
steeds of the hue of mustard flowers.** Fleet, gigantic, and 
dark-blue steeds, decked with chains of gold, with backs of the 
hue of curds and faces of the hue of the moon, bore with great 
speed the ruler of the Panchalas.*’ Brave steeds with beautiful 
heads, (white) as the stalks of reeds, and with a splendour 
resembling that of tile Armament or the lotus, bore Dandap 
dhSra.** Light brown steeds with backs of the hue of the 
mouse, and with necks proudly drawn up, bore Vyaghradtata to 
battle.** Dark-spotted steeds bore that tiger among men, viz., 
Sudhanwan, the prince of Panchala.** Of fierce impetuosity 
resembling that of Indra’s thunder, beautiful steeds of the 
hue of iTidragopalcas, with variegated patches, bore ChitrS- 
yudha.** Decked with golden chains, steeds whose bellies were 
of the hue of the Chakravdlea, bore Sukshatra the son of the 
#uler of the Ko^alas.** Beautiful and tall steeds of variegated 
hue, and gigantic bodies, exceedingly docile, and decked with 
'chains (rf gold, bore Satyadbriti accomplished in battle.** Cukla 
advaricod to battle with his standard and armour and bow and 
steeds all of the same white hue.** Steeds bom on the .sea- 
coast ai^ white as the moon, bore Chandrasena of fierce energy, 
the SOB' of Samadraaena.** Steeds of the hue of the blue lotus 
and decked withmmaments of gefld and adorned with beautiful 
florid wreatdis bwe Gaiva owning a beautiful car to battle.** 
Shptedor dbeeds of the htue of Kkla/ya flowers; with white and 
red‘ 8teeitM|bote Bathasena difiSchlt of being resisted in battle.** 
White bore that king, who slew the Patchcharas and 
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wh5 is regarded as the btavest of iineti.'* Supferior Staedi 
of the hue of Kingukct dowers bore Ghitraijudh^ dedlit^ 
with beautiful garlands and owning beautiful Mrmour and weap^ 
dnsand standard." King Nila advanced to battte, with stand- 
ard and arm)ur and bow and banner and steeds all of tha 
same blue color." Chitra advanced to battle witlf car-fence 
and standard and bow all docked with diverse kifids of getns, 
and with beautiful steeds and banner.** Excellent steeds of thd 
hue of the lotus bore Hemavarana the son of BochainSna.** 
Chargers capable of bearing all kinds of weapons, of bravd 
achievements in battle, possessed of vertaebral columns of the hue 
of reeds, having white testicles, and endued with the coloV of 
the hen’s egg, bore Dandaketu.** The mighty Carangadhwajaii 
endued with wealth of energy, the kiiTg of the PSndyAsi on" 
steeds of the hue of the moon’s rays and decked with armour' tet 
with stones of lapis lazuli, advanced upon Drona, streching hit! 
excellent bow. His country having been invaded and his kins- 
men having fled, his father had been slain by Krishna in battle. 
Obtaining weapons then from Bhishma and Drona and BSima 
and Kripa, prince Carangadhawaja became, in weAponi^, thei 
equal of Rukmi and Kama and Arjuna and Achyuta. He then 
desired to destroy the city of DwarakS and subjugate the whole 
world. Wise friends, however, from desire of doing Him good, 
counselled him against that course. Giving up all thoughts of 
revenge he is now ruling his own dominions.***^® Steeds that 
were all of the hue of the Afrusha flower bore A hundred and 
forty thousand principal car-warriors that followed that CSranga- 
dhwaja the king of the Pandyas,^* Steeds of diverse hues and 
diverse kinds of faces bore the heroic Ghatotkacha, that bknnef 
of all car-Warriors.^* Mighty steeds of gigantic size; of thLS 
iratta breed bore the mighty-armed Vrihanta of i%d eyes 
niouilte'd on «his golden car, that prince, vie., who/ rejecting the' 
opinions of all tho Bharatas, hath singly, from his reverence’ 
for Yudhishthiraj gbne over to him, abandening all faiS cherish- 
ed desires.*^*"’* Superior Steeds of the' hue ef gold followed 

^ Th^ laat word of tUe first Hue of 74 is vicious as printed in ttie 
Bengal texts,— T. ' 
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that foremost of kitiga. vi*., the virtuous Yudhishthira at his- 
back.** It^e numbers of Prabhadrakas, of celestial shapes, 
advanced to battle, with good steeds of diverse excellent colors.’* 
All of them owning standards of gold and prepared to struggle 
yigorot^y, proceeded with Bhitnasena, and wore the aspect, 
P monarch, of the denizens of heaven with Indra at their 
head.” That assembled host of Prabhadrakas was much liked 
hy Dhrishtadyumna. 

“ 'Bharadwaja’s son, however, O monarch, surpassed all the 
warriors in splendour.’* His standard, with a black deer-skin 
waving on its top and the beautiful water-pot, O monarch, that 
it bore, looked exceedingly beautiful” And Bhimasena’s stan- 
dard, bearing the device of a gigantic lion in silver with its 
eyes made of la2)is lazudi, looked exceedingly resplendent.** 
The standard of Yudhishthira of great energy, bearing the 
device of a golden m6on with the planets around it, looked 
very beautiful.** Two large and beautiful kettle-drums, called 
Nanda and (Jpananda, were tied to it. Played upon by machin- 
my, these produced excellent music that enhanced the delight 
pf all who heard it,** For terrifying the foe, we beheld that 
the tall and fierce standard of Nakula, placed on his car, bore 
the device of a farabha with its back made of gold.*' A 
beautiful silver swan with bells and banner, terrible to look at 
and enhancing the grief of the foe, was seen on Sahadeva’s 
standard.** The standards of the five sons of Draupadi bore 
on them the excellent images of Dharma, Marut, Cakra, and 
Vhe twin. A9 wins.*' On the car, O king, of the youthful Abhi- 
manyu was an excellent standard that bore a golden peacock 
which was bright as heated gold.** On.Ghatotkacha’s standard, 
Q king, a vulture shone brightly. And his steeds also were cap- 
able of going everywhere at will like those of Havana in days 
9f yore.*’ In Yi^hishthira’s hands was the celestial bow call- 
ed M^lhondra ; and in the hands of Bhimasena, O king, was 
the celestial bow csblled Vdyo/vya^. For the protection of the 
jthree worlds JBrall^tn had created a bow. That celestial and 
indeshcuctible was held by Phaiguha.” The Vaishnava 
bow was held bj^^akula, and the^ bow called Agvniim was held 
by Sahadeva. That celestial and itorrible bow, called the' Part- 
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was held by Ghatotkacha.’* The fite jewels trf bowl 
borne by the five sons of Draupadi were the Baudra, 
Agneya, the Kauveryya, the YSmya, and the Girifm.** 
That excellent and best of bows, called the Baud/ra, wldi& 
Bohini's sop (Valadeva) had obtained, the latter gave unto 
the high-souled son of Subhadra, having been gratified with 
him.®* These and many other standards, 'deck^ with g(fid, 
were seen there, belonging to brave warsiors, all of which 
enhanced the fears of their foes.** The host commanded by 
Drona, which numbered not a single coward, and in wbh^ 
countless standards rising together seemed to obstruct the wel- 
kin, then looked, O monarch, like images on a canvas.** We 
heard the names and lineage, O king, of brave warriors rush- 
ing towards Drona in that battle like to'what is heard, O mon- 
arch, at a Self-choice.’ ”*’* 

Section XXIV. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Those Kshatriyas, O Sanjaya, that 
advanced to battle, headed by Vrikodara, would inflict pain on 
the very host of the celestials.* Man here is bom, subject to 
(the decrees of ) Destiny. It is for this that all his purposes are 
seen to be otherwise than what he wishes (them to be).* For a 
while had Yudhishthira been exciled in the woods where he 
lived with matted locks on his head and attired in deer-skins. 
He had also to pass sometime in concealment.* Even he hath 
assembled this vast host for battle. What can it be but thb 
adverse fate of my son ?* Without doubt, man takes his birth, 
subject to (the decrees of ) Destiny. It is for this that he is 
dragged (to situations) against his will.* Yudhishthira was put 
to great distress in consequence of his having betaken himself to 
the calamity of dice. Even he, through good fortune, has ob- 
tained allies .* — Today I have got the Kehiyae, today the 
Kaufiltas, and today the Kofalas ! — Today the Chedie, and 
today the Vangas, have -sided with me /* The wide Earth is 


■ * The sostom, when one warrior attacked another* was iavarkbly to 
{ire kts name and Unease before atrik'n — T. 
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for W3, 0 &ire, q,i/ti not for the son of ! — it wm thus, 

O 8uta, th^t the wicked Puryodhana told me before,* Well- 
protected in the ipidst of those troops ef his, Drona hath been 
slain in battle by Prishata’s son 1 What could it be but (the 
result of ) Destiny ?* How, indeed, could Death con^e to Drona 
in the midst of eU the kings, — to Drona accomplished in every 
Tveap on, possessed of mighty-arms, and always delighting i» 
battle Plunged into great distress, a swoon seems to take 
possession of my senses. Hearing that both Bhishma and 
Drona have been dead, I dare not live longer." That which 
the far-seeing Vidura, O sire, told my wretched self filled with 
affection for my sop, that hath now overtaken both Duryodhana 
and myself !" If by aband oning Duryodhana now I seek to 
save the remnant of iriy children, that behaviour will certainly 
bo very cruel, but then all those will not have to die !‘^ That 
king who, abandoning' virtue, pursues only wealth, loses his 
possessions and becomes mean." I do not see, O Sanjaya, that 
anything will be left of this (our) kingdom when it is no longer 
sustained by hope, and when its very hump hath been crushed.**’ 
Indeed, how can extermination be prevented when those fore- 
most of men, upon whom we had always relied, have both 
brdathed their last ?** That is plain. However,»tell me how 
the battle took place. Who were they that fought, who assailed 
(the foe), and who were those wretches that fled away froin 
fear?*’ Tell me also of Dhananjaya, viz., what that bull 
among car-warriors did; It is from him that we have much 
flar, as also from that enemy (of ours), viz., Vrikodara." Tell 
me, 0 Sanjaya, how when the Pandavas returned to the fight, 
that fierce collision took place of nay troops (with fhe returned 
combatants).*’ What also, O son, was the state of your minds 
when the Pandavas returned ? Who also were those heroes 
of our army that <^cked them ?’ 
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Section XXV. 

• Sanjaya said,— 'When the Pandavas returned to the fight, 
beholding them cover Drona (with their arrows) like the clouds 
covering the Sun, a great terror took possession of us.* A 
ihidc dust raised by them enveloped thy army, ^'hen when 
Drona could no longer be seen, we regarded him to be dead.* 
Beholding those brave and mighty bowmen endeavouring to 
achieve a fierce and cruel act, Duryodhana, without losing any 
time, urged his own troops.* [And he addressed them, say- 
— Ye kings, check ye the Panda va army according to 
the measure of your strength, courage, and energy, and accord- 
ing to the circumstances that may in eact case arise !* — Then 
thy son Durmarshana, beholding Bhima /rom a distance, ap- 
proached him and covered him with a shower of arrows, desir- 
ous of (protecting) Drona*s life.* Excited with wrath in that 
battle and looking like Death himself, he overwhelmed Bhima 
with his arrows. Bhima also, in return, struck him with his 
arrows. The combat then that thus took place between them 
became fierce.* Meanwhile, many brave warriors endued with 
intelligence and skilled in smiting, urged by their chiefs and 
setting at nought their kingdoms and the fear of Death, rushed 
against thoir foes in battle.^ Kritavarman checked the advanc- 
ing grandson of Cini, that hero and ornament of battle, as 
he came, desirous of getting Drona within his roach.* Cini's • 
grandson, however, excited with rage, resisted that angry war- 
rior with showers of arrows, Kritavarman, in return, resisted 
him, like one infuriate elephant resisting another.* And the 
ruler of the Sindhus, that fierce bowman, checked with his 
sharp arrows the mighty bowman Kshatravarman, for keeping 
him away from Drona.*® Khatravarman, cutting off both the 
standard and bow of the ruler of th^ Sindhus, angrily smote 
him with ten long shafts in all his vital limbs.** Then the 
ruler of the Sindhus, taking up another bow, dext^ously pierce 
ed Kshatravarman in that battle with shafts iflade whoily of 
iron.** Suvhhu, straggling vigorously, kept away from Drdua 
his brave brother, the mighty car-warrior Yuyutau who 
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Was fighting for the Pandavas.*^ Tuyutsu then, with a couple 
of sharp and well-tempered shafts cut off the two wins of 
SavS>hu which resembled spiked maces, and one of which had 
held the bow and the other a shaft. The ruler of the Madras 
resisted the eldest son of Pandu, vig., king Yudhishthura 
righteous'soul, as the continent resists the surging sea.** King^ 
Yudhishthiia the just showered on him many shafts capable of, 
pienetrating into 4he very vitals. The ruler of the Madras; 
in return, having pierced the son of Pandu with four and sixty 
shafts, shouted loudly.** Then the eldest son of Pandu, with 
a pair of sharp shafts, cut off the bow and stand£«*d of the 
shouting Calya at which all the warriors cheered him loudly.*'* 
King Yalhika, at the head of his forces, resisted with his shafts 
the royal Dmpada advancing against him at the head of a 
mighty division.** The encounter between those two old men 
at the heads of their respective forces became terrible like that 
between two mighty leaders, with rent temples, of two elephan- 
tine herds.*’ Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanti, with their troops; 
encounteted Virata the ruler of the Matsyas at the head of his 
forces, like Indra and Agni in days of old encountering the 
(Aaura ) Vali.** That awful encounter between the Matsyas 
and the Kekayas, in which steeds and car-wswriors and ele- 
phants fought most fearlessly, resembled that between the 
gods and the Amraa in days of old.** Bhutakarman, other- 
wise called Sabhapati, kept away from Drona Nakula’s son 
''Catanika as the latter advanced, scattering showers of arrows.’* 
Then the heir, of Nakula, with three broad-headed shafts of 
gwat sharpness, deprived Bhutakarman of both his arms and 
bead in that battle.’* Viving5ati resisted the heroic Sutasoma 
of great prowess as the latter advanced towards Drona, scatter- 
ing showers of arrows.** Sutasoma, however, excited with 
Wrath, pierced hi* nncle Yiving(jati with straight mtoWs, and 
cased in mail; stood ready fot the combat.’* Bhimfaratha^ 
(Mother 0^' Bury odhana), with six sharp shafts of great swifti 
ness and made wholly of iron, despatched Calwa along with his 
steeds ohtwioteer, to Yama’S abode.** Chitrasena’s son, O 
king, o^ased thy (grand) son Oeutakarman as the latter daftie> 
beroe by steeds looking like peacocks.*/ Those two grandsons of 



both difficult of being vanquished in battle, and each de^ 
sirous of slaying the other, fought vigorously for the success oi 
the objects of their respective sires.** Beholding Prativindhya 
staying at the van of that dreadful battle, Drona’s son (A^wat- 
tiwman), desirous of protecting the honor of his sire, resisted 
the former with his shafts.®* Prativindhya then, excifed with 
rage, pierced A^watthaman bearing on his standard *the device 
of a lion’s tail and staying in battle for the sake of his father, 
with many sharp shafts.** The (eldest) son of Draupadi tbea 
scattered over Drona’s son showers of arrows like a sower, O 
bull among men, scattering seeds on the soil at the sowing 
season.*®* The son of Dus^asana resisted the mighty car-warrior 
Grutakirti the son of Arjuna by Draupadi, as the latter wa|S 
rushing towards Drona.** That son of Arjuna, however, who 
was equal to Arjuna himself, cutting off tl^e former’s bow and 
standard and charioteer with three broad- headed arrows of great 
sharpness, proceeded against Drona.®* Duryodhana’s son Laksh- 
mana resisted the slayer of the Patachcharas, — him, that is, O 
king, who is regarded by both the armies as the bravest of 
the brave.** The latter, however, cutting off both the bow and 
the standard of Lakshmana, and showering upon him many 
arrows, blazed up with splendour.** The youthful Vikarna of 
great wisdom resisted Oikhandin, the youthful son of Yajnasenq, 
as the latter advanced in that battle.** Yajnasena’s son the» 
covered the former with showers of arrows. Thy mighty soa 
Vikarna, baffling those arrowy showers, looked resplendent oa 
the field of battle.*® Angada resisted with showers of arrows 
the heroic Uttamaujas in that battle as the latter rushed tor 
wards Drona.** That encounter between those two lions {imong 
men became ftightful, and it filled both them and the troops 
Math great joy.®* The great bowman Durmukha, endued Math 
groat might, resisted with his shafts the heroic Purujit as the 
latter proceeded towards Drona.*® Purujit struck purmnkha 
between his eyebrows with a long slufft. Thereupon Durmukhs’f 

* All the printed texts, not excepting that of BomJjay, read Dram- 

There- can be no doubt, however, that it should be 
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&cd looked beautiM like a lotus with its stalk.*^ Eariia 
resisted with showers of arrows the five Kekaya brothers owa- 
red standards, as they proceeded towards Drona.** Soorched 
with the arrowy showers of Kama, those five brothws covered 
Kama with their arrows. Kama, in return, repeatedly covered 
them with showers of arrows.** Covered with arrows, ndther 
Kama nor the five brothers could be seen with their steeds, 
charioteers, staitdards, and cars.** Thy sons Duijaya, Jaya, and 
Vijaya, resisted Nila, and the ruler of the Ka9is, and Jayatsena, 
throe ajainst three.** And the combats between those warriors 
deepened and gladdened the hearts of the spectators like those 
between a lion, a tiger, and a wolfe on the one side and a bear, a 
baffilo, and a bull on the other.*' The brothers Kshemadhurti 
and Vrihinta mangled Satyaki of the Satwata race with their 
keen arrows as th^^ latter proceeded against Drona.^^ The 
battle between those two on the one side and Satyaki on the 
other became exceedingly wonderful to behold, like that between 
a lion and two mighty elephants with rent temples in the 
forest The king of the Chedis, excited with wrath and 
ehooting many arrows, kept away from Drona king Amvastha» 
that hero who always delighted in battle.^* Then king Am- 
vastha pierced his antagonist with a long arrow capable of 
ponetrating into tiie very bones. Thereupon the latter, with 
bow and arrow loosened from his grasp, fell down from his car 
on the ground.®^ The noble Kripa, son of Caradwat, with many 
small arrows, resisted Vardhakshemi of the Vrishni race who 
was the embodiment of wrath (in battle).®* They that looked 
at Kripa and Vardhakshemi, those heroes conversant with every 
mode of warfare, thus engaged in encountering each other, be- 
came so absorbed in it that they could not attend to anything 
else.®* Somadattas son, for enhancing the glory of Drona» 
resisted king Manimat of great activity as the latter came to the 
fight.®* Then Manimat quickly cut off the bowstring, the 
stand^k the banner, the charioteer, and the umbrella of Soma- 
daita’s son atd caused them to fall down from tho latter^ car,*** 

■■ ' r— ^ ' 
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Hi« 8on of Somadatta then, bearing the device of the sacnficiai 
•take on hia standard, that slayer of foes, quickly jumping dovn 
frn nf his car, cut off, with his large sword, his antagonist with 
his steeds, charioteer, standard, and car.*‘ Re-ascending then 
upon his own car, and taking up another bow, and guiding his 
steeds himself, he began, O monarchy to consume th<? Pandava 
host,** Vrishasena (the son of Karna), competentffor the feat, 
resisted with showers of arrows king Pandya "who was rush, 
ing to battle like Indra himself following the Amrm for smit- 
ing them.** With maces and spiked bludgeons, and swords 
and axes and stones, and short clubs and mallets and discs and 
short arrows and battle-axes,** with dust and wind and fire 
and water and ashes and brick-bats and straw and trees, afflict- 
ing and smiting and breaking and slaying and routing the foe 
and hurling them on the hostile ranks,**^ and terrifying them 
therewith, came Ghatotkacha, desirous of getting at Drona, 
The Rikshasa Alamvusha, however, excited with rage, encoun- 
tered him with diverse weapons and diverse accoutrements of 
war. And the battle that took place between those two fore- 
most of Rdkshasas resembled*®^* that which took place in days 
of old between Camvara and the chief of the celestials. Thus, 
blessed be thou, took place hundreds of single combats between 
car-warriors and elephants and steeds and foot-soldiers of thy 
army and theirs in the midst of that dreadful geneneral engage- 
ment. Indeed, such a battle was never seen or heard of before**^* 
l^s that which then took place between those warriors that were 
bent upon Drona’s destruction and protection. Indeed, many 
were the encounters that were then seen on all parts of the 
field, some of which were terrible, some beautiful, and some 
exceedingly fierce, O lord !’ ”‘*"** 


Section XXVI. 

“DhritMr&shtra said, — ^‘When the troops were thus engaged 
and thus ^ooeeded agmnst one another in separate divisione, 
how did the Parthas and the warriors of my umy endae4 with 
gnat activity fight 1*^ What also did Aijuna do towards the 
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CM-warriora of ihs Samsa>ptaleaB t And what, O Sanjaya, dit 
iibe tSi(»}n>8aj>£aA;as, in their torn, do to Arjuna ?’V ^ « 

; 5‘SaTyaya said, — When the troops were thus engaged and 
proceeded against one another, thy son Duryodhana himself 
rushed against Bhimasena, heading his elephant division** 
l^e an elephant encountering an elephant, like a bovine bnU 
encountering a bovine bull, Bhimasena, summoned by the king 
himsoiff rushed against that elephant division of the Kaurava 
army* Skilled in battle and endued with great might of arms^ 
Pritha^s son, O sire, quickly broke that elephant division.* Those 
elephants, huge as hills, and with juice trickling down from 
every part of their bodies, were mangled and forced to turn back 
by Bhimasena with his arrows.* Indeed, as the wind, when it 
riseth, driveth away gathering masses of clouds, so did that 
son of Pavana rout that elephant force of the Kauravas.^ And 
Phima, shooting his drrows at those elephants, looked resplen- 
dent like the risen Sun striking everything in the world with 
his rays.* Those elephants, afflicted with the shafts of Bhima^ 
became covered with blood and looked beautiful like masses of 
clouds iu the welkin penetrated with the rays of the Sun.’ Then 
Duryodhana, excited with wrath, pierced with his sharp shafts 
that son of the Wind-god who was causing such a slaughter 
among his elephants.^® Then Bhima, with eyes red in wrath, 
desirous of despatching the king to Yama’s abode, pierced hii^ 
speedily with many sharp shafts." Then Duryodhana, mangled 
all over with arrows and excited with rage, pierced Bhima. 
%he son of Pandu with many shafts endued with the efful- 
gence of solar rays, smiling the while.** Then the son of 
Pandu, with a couple of broad-headed arrows, quickly cut of£ 
Duryodhana’s bow as also his standard bearing the devioe of 
a jewelled elephant decked with diverse gems.** Beholding 
Duryodhana thus afflicted, O sire,' by Bhima, the ruler of the 
Angas on his elephant came there for afQicting the son of Pan- 
du.** Thereupon Bhimasena deeply pierced with a long arrow 
iKiat prinoe ^ el#hants advancuhs with, lend ^ears, Htween 
jfe two froot^v^llebes;** That arfow, penetn^ng throngh it*-, 
body, aailA de^in ihe earth. Axd «t, this the. elephant feU 
down likejt hill riven by the thunder«t^ l?fhile the elephaQ| 
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life felltng doWi^y tfcd king ali^o was falling 

with it. But Vrikoilara, endued with ^eat activity, cut 
hds head with a broad-headed arrow before his antagonist aotu- 
atiy fell down.^^ When the heroic ruler of the Angaa fell, his* 
divisioffs fled away. Steeds and elephants and car- warriors, 
struck with panic, crushed foot-soldiers as they fled/’ 

** ‘When those troops, thus broken, fled away in alf directions> 
the ruler of the Pr5»gjyotishas then advanced 'against Bhihia, 
upon his elephant.^^® With its two (fore) legs and trunk con* 
traoted, filled with rage, and with eyes rolling, that elephant 
seemed to consume the son of Pandu (like a blazing fire).** And 
it pounded Vrikodara's car with the steeds yoked thereto into 
dust. Then Bhima ran forward and got under the elephant'a 
body,** for he knew the science called Anjalik3vedha» Indeed, 
the Son of Pandu fled not. Getting under jbhe elephant’s body, 
he began to strike it frequently with his bare arms.*® And he 
smote that invincible elephant which was bent upon slaying him. 
Thereupon the latter began to quickly turn round like a potter’s 
wheel** Endued with the might of ten thousand elephants, 
the blessed Vrikodara, having struck that elephant thus, came 
out from under Supratika’s body and stood facing the latter.**^ 
Supratika then, seizing Bhima by its trunk, threw him down 
by means of its knees. Indeed, having seized him by the 
neck, that elephant wished to slay him.®* Twisting the ^le-^ 
phant’s trunk, Bhima freed himself from its twine, and once 
more got under the body of that huge creature,** And he 
waited there, expecting the arrival of a hostile elephant of his 
own army. Coming out from under the beast s body, Bhima 
then ran away with great speed.*^ Then a loud noise was heard, 
fliade by all the troops, to the effect, — Alas, Bhima hath beeih 
slain by the elephant .'**— The Pandavahost, frightened by that 
el jphant, suddenly fled away, O king, to where Vrikodara was 
waiting/® Meanwhile, king Yudhishthira, thinking Vrikodara 
to have been slain, surrounded Bhagadatta on all sides, aided 
by the P5nch3.1as.’^ Having surrounded him with numerous 

Aft«r iS oecurs a complete in the Bombay text whiih doeS' 
uobappear to be genuine.-4T, 
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bkrs, king Yudhishthira, that foremost of car-warriors, cdvered 
Bhsgadatta with keen shafts by hundreds and thousands.** Theh 
Bhagad^tta, that king of the mountainous regions, ^siraring 
with his iron hook that shower of arrows, began to oonsume 
both the Paudavas and the Panehalas by means of that ela» 
phant of'his.** Indeed, O monarch, the feat that we then be- 
held, achieved by old Bhagadatta with his elephant, was highly 
wonderful.** Then the ruler of the Da^arnas rushed againrt 
the king of the Pragjyotishas, on a fleet elephant with tem- 
poral juice trickling down, for attacking Supratika in the flank.*^ 
The battle then that took place between those two elephants 
of awful size, resembled that between two winged mountains 
overgrown with forests in days of old.** Then the elephant of 
Bhagaiatta, wheeling* round and attacking the elephant of the 
king of the Dart^arnas, ripped open the latter’s flank and slew 
it outright.** Then Bhagadatta himself, with seven lances bright 
M the rays of the Sun, slew his (human) antagonist seated on 
his elephant just when the latter was about to fall down from 
his seat.** Piercing king Bhs^adatta then (with many arrows), 
Yudhishthira surrounded him on all sides with a large number 
cars.** Staying on his elephant amid car-warriors encompass- 
ing him all around, he looked resplendent like a blazing fire on 
a mountain-top in the midst of a dense forest.** He stayed fear- 
lessly in the midst of those serried cars ridden by fierce bowmen 
all of whom showered upon him their arrows.** Then the king 
^ of the Pragjyotishas, pressing (with his toe) his huge elephant, 
urged him towards the car of Yuyudhana,** That prodigious 
beast, then seizing the car of Cini’s grandson, hurled it to a dis- 
tance with great force. Yuyudhana, however, escaped by timely 
fight.** His charioteer also, abandoning the large steeds of the 
Sindhu breed yoked unto that car, quickly followed Sgtyidd and 
stood where the latter stopped.** Meanwhile the elephant^ 
quickly coming out of that circle of cars, began to throw down 
all the kings (that attempted to bar his course).** Those bulls 
among men, frightened put of their wits by that single elephant 
conrsii^ swifter, regarded it in ibat battle as multiplied into 
mitty.^ Indeed, Bhagadatta, nmunted on that elephapt of his, 
begai} to smite down the P&tidavas like .^be chief of the ceUt** 
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l^ls momQtod on AirSvata smiting down the D^n<i,V0,$ ^in 
days of As the Panchalas fled in all directions* lo«td 

and was the noise that arose atnongst them, made by * 
theijp elephants and steeds.**^ And while the Pandava troops 
were thus destroyed by Bhagadatta, Bhima, excited with 
rage, once m^re rushed against the ruler of the Pragjybtishas.^* 
The latter’s elephant thea frightened the steeds of flie rushing 
Blifima by drenching them with water spouted forth from its 
trank^ and thereupon those animals bore Bhima away from 
the field.^® Then Kriti’s sou Ruchiparvan, mounted on his car^ 
quickly rushed against Bhagadatta, scattering showers of arrows 
and advancing like the Destroyer himself.®® Then Bhagadatta^ 
that ruler of the hilly regions, possessed of beautiful limbs^ 
despatched Ruchiparvan with a straight shaft ^to Yama'a 
abode.f Upon the fall of the heroic Ruchiparvan, Subhadra’a 
son, and the sons of Draupadi,J and Chekitana, and Dhrishta- 
kettt. and Yuyutshu, began to afflict the elephant.®* Desiring 
to slay that elephant, all those warriors, uttering loud shouts^ 
began to pour their arrowy showers on the animal like thd 
clouds drenching the Earth with their watery down-pours.** 
Urged then by its skilful rider with heel, hook, and toe, the 
animal advanced quickly with trunk stretched, and eyes and 
pars fixed.®*^ Treading down Yuyutsu’s steeds, the animal then 
slew his charioteer. Thereupon, O king, Yuyutsu, abandoning 
his ear, fled away quickly.®* Then the Pandava warriors, desir- 
ous of slaying that prince cf elephants, uttered loud shouts ^ 
and drenched it quickly with showers of arrows,*® At this time, 
thy son, excited with rage, rushed against the car of Subhadra’s 
son. Meanwhile, king Bhagadatta on his elephant, scattering 
his shafts on the foe,®^ looked resplendent like the Sun himself 
scattering his rays on the Earth. Arjuna’s son then pierced 

♦ The second line of 40 is omitted hi the Bengal texts.-— T. 

t The Bengali translators have made a mess of these two verses* 
Amongst others, K. P. Singha makes Ruchiparvan follow Bhima aii^ 
supposes tSuvarchas to be some* Pandava warrior who slays Ruchiparvaii* 
The reading Suvarchm is vicious. The correct reading i^Suparm;^x^^^ 
ing, as Nilakaiitha explains, beautiful limbs. Purmiftmti is Bha^aV 
«bj(;tta himself.— T. 
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him with a dozen shafts, and Ynyutsu with ten,** and each of 
the sons of Ih^upadi pierced him with three shafts and Dbrista' 
ketu also pierced him with three. That elephant then, jnerced 
with these shafts shot with great care, looked resplendent** 
like a mighty mass of clouds penetrated with the rays of the 
Sun. Afflicted with those shafts of the foe, that elephant then, 
tirged by its rider with skill and vigor,*® began to throw down 
the hostile warriors on both his flanks. Like a cowherd be>- 
labouring his cattle in tlie forest with a goad,** Bhagadatta 
repeatedly smote the Pandava host. Like the cawing of quick- 
ly retreating crows when assailed by hawks,** a loud and con- 
fused noise was heard among the Pandava troops who fled away 
with great speed.** That prince of elephants, struck by its rider 
with the hook, resembled, O king, a winged njountain of old. 
And it filled the hearts of the enemy with fear like to what 
merchants experience at sight of the surging sea.*** Then 
elephants and car-wmriors and steeds and kings, flying away in 
fear, madoi as they fled, a loud and awful din that, O monarch, 
filled earth and sky and heaven and the cardinal and subsidiary 
directions in that battle.** Mounted on that foremost of ele- 
phants, king Bhagadatta penetrated the hostile army like the 
Aaura Yirochana in days of old into the celestial host in battle 
well protected by the gods.** A violent wind began to blow ; a 
dusty cloud covered the welkin and the troops ; and people re- 
garded that single elephant as multipled into many coursing all 
over the field.’ ”*^ 


Section ^XVII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Thou askest me about the feats of Arjuna 
in battle. Listen, O thou of mighty-arms, to what Partha 
achieved in the flight !* Beholdiag the risen dust and hearing 
the wail of the troops when Bhagadatta was performing great 
feats on the field, the son of Xunti addressed ELrishna and 
said,*— -O slayer of Madhu, it sedms that the ruler of the Frag- 
.yyotiahim hathaon his elephant, with great impetuosity, advanc- 

* The Bengal reading is incorrect. ^ It should be KikvibhUm 
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ed to battle. This loud din that we hear must be due to him,^ 
Weil-versed in the art of grinding and battling from the back 
of an elephant, and not inferior to Indra himself in battle^ 

1 think, is the foremost of all elephant-warriors in the worM,^^ 
His elephant again is the foremost of elephants, without a 
rival to encounter it in battle. Possessed of great "dexterity 
and above all fatigue, iti is, again, impervious to afl weapons.* 
Capable of bearing every weapon and even the touch of fire, it 
will, O sinless one, alone destroy the Pandava force today 1* 
Except us two, there is none else capable of checking that crea- 
ture. G 3 quickly, therefore, to that spot where the ruler of 
the Pragjyotishas is.^ Proud in battle m consequence of the 
strength of his elephant, and arrogant in consequence of hia 
age, I will this very day send him as a gtiest to the slayer of 
Vala !* — At these words of Arjuua, Krishna began to proceed 
to the place where Bhagadatta was breaking the Pandava 
ranks.® While Arjuiia was proceeding towards Bhagadatta, the 
mighty Samsaptaica car-warriors numbering fourteen thousand* 
made up of ton thousand Gopalas or Narayanas who used te 
follow Vasudeva, returning to the field, summoned him to 
battle.*®*^* Beholding the Pandava host broken by Bhagadatta, 
and summoned on tho other hand by the Samsaptakas, Arj- 

una s heart was divided in twain/* And he began to think 

Which of these two acts will bo better for mo to do today, to 
return from this spot for battling with the Samsaptalcaa or to 
repair to Yudhishthira — Eeflocting with tho aid of his under?-- 
standing, O perpetua^or of Kuru's race, Arjuna s heart at last * 
was firmly fixed on the slaughter of the Samsaptakas}^ 
Desirous of alone slaughtering in battle thousands of car-war-^ 
riors, Indra’s son (Arjuna) having tho foremost of apes on hia 
banner suddenly turned back.^* Even this was what both 
Duryodhana and Kama had thought of for achieving the 
slaughter of Arjuna. And it was for this that they had made 
arrangements for tho double encounter/® The son of Pandpi 
allowed his heart to waver this side and that, but at last re|olv- 


1 render 16 and 17 rather freely, as otherwise the sense weald not 
be clear,— T, 


91 

ing to slay those foremost of warriors, vis., the Sdmsa^akaeif 
he bafl^ed tho purpose .of his enemies.*** Then the mi^ty 
^amsaptaka car-warriors, 0 king, shot at Arjuna thousands 
of striught arrows.’* Covered with those arrows, O monarch, 
neither Kunti’s son Fartha, nor Krishna otherwise called 
Janardduna, nor the steeds, nor the car, could be seen.’* Then 
Janarddana' became deprived of his senses and perspired greatly. 
Thereupon Fartha shot the Brahma weapon said nearly exter- 
minated them all.** Hundreds upon hundreds of arms with 
bows and arrows and bowstrings in grasp, out off from trunks, 
and hundreds upon hundreds of standards and steeds and 
charioteers and car-warriors, fell down on the ground.** Huge 
elephants well-equipt and resembling . foremost of hills over- 
grown with woods or masses of clouds, afflicted with Fartha’s 
shafts and deprived of rider.s, fell down on the earth,®* Many 
elephants again, with riders on their backs, crushed by means 
of Arjuna’s shafts, fell down, deprived of life, shorn of the 
embroidered choths on their backs, and with their housings 
torn.** Cut off by Kiritin with his broad-headed- arrows, count- 
less arms having swords and lances and rapiers for their nails or 
having clubs and battle-axes in grasp, fell down on the earth.** 
Heads also, beautiful, O king, as the morning sun or the lotus 
or the’ moon, cut off by Arjuna with his arrows, dropped 
down on the ground.** While Phalguna in rage was thus en- 
gaged in slaying the foe with diverse kinds of well-adorned and 
fatal shafts, that host seemed to be ablase.** Beholding Dhanan- 
jaya crushing that host like an elephant crushing lotus stalks, 
all creatures applauded him, saying, — Excellent, Exedlcnt /** — 
Seeing that feat of Fartha resembling that of Yasava himself, 
Madhava wondered much and, addressing him with joined 
hands,®* said, — ^Verily, O FSrtha, I think that this feat which 
thou hast achieved today in battle is difficult of being achieved 
by Cakra or Yama or the Lord of treasures, himself!*' I see 
thM thou hast today feUed in battle hundreds and thousmds of 
mighty S^uiia^txika warriors all together !**— Having slain the 

... — ' ' r ■ . " - 

* The texts read, — ‘*he ie either the first or the second', on 

the earyS, I T. 
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Samsajttaleaa then, — them, that is, who stayed in battl«j<A-Jpgfi. 
tha addressed Krishna, saying, — Go towards Bhi^datta 

Section XXVIII. 

*# 

“Sanjaya said, — 'At Partha’s desire, Krishna then urged his 
white steeds, fleet as the mind and covered in golden armour, 
towards Drona’s divisions.* While that forelhost one of the 
Kurus was thus proceeding towards his brothers who were 
exceedingly afflicted by Drona, Su9arman with his brothers, 
followed him behind, desirous of battle.* The ever-victorious 
Arjuna then addressed Krishna, saying, — O thou of unfliding 
glory, this Sugarman here, with this brothers, challengeth me 
to battle !* O slayer of foes, our host again is broken (by 
Drona) towards the north ! In consequeppe of these Samsap- 
takas, my heart wavers today as to whether I should do tWs 
or that !* Sail I slay the Samsaptakas now, or protect from 
harm my own troops already afflicted by the foe ? Know 
this to be what I am thinking of, viz ., — Which of these would 
be better for me?* — Thus addressed by him, he of Da^arha’s 
race turned back the car, and took the son of Pandu to where 
the ruler of the Trigartas was.* Then Arjuna, pierced Su9ar^ 
man with seven shafts, and cut off both his bow and standard 
with a couple of sharp arrows.^ He then, with six arrows, 
quickly despatched the brothers of the Trigarta king to Yama’s 
abode.** Th«f Sn9arman, aiming Arjuna, hurled at him a 
dart made wholly of iron and looking like a snake, and aiming 
Vasudeva, hurled a lance at him.* Cutting off that dart with 
three arrows and that lance also with three other arrows* 
^Juna, by means of his arrowy showers, deprived Su 9 arman 
of his senses on his car.** Him advancing fiercely (towards 
thy division), scattering showers of arrows like YSmva. pouring 
rain, none among thy troops, O king, ventured to oppose/* 
^ike afere consuming heaps of straw as it advances, Dhanan- 
jaya advanced, scorching all the mighty car-warriors among the 

' "" - ' » ", 

* The Bombay reading penhu is vicious. The Bengal texw *^4 
Iwarfiaa.— T. 
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Kauravas by means of his arrows.** Like living creatures "in- 
capable of bearing the touch of fire, thy troops could not bear 
the irressistible impetuosity that intelligent son of Kunti.** 
Indeed, the son of Paiidu, overwhelming the hostile host by 
means of his arrows, came upon the king of the Pragjyotishas, 
O monarch, like Glaruda swooping down (upon his prey).** He 
then held in his hands that Oandiva which in battle was bene- 
ficial to the innocent Panda vas and baneful to all foes, for the 
destruction of Kshatriyas brought about, O king, by the fault 
of thy son who had recourse to deceitful dice for accomplishing 
his end !*'■“ Agitated by Partha thus, thy host then, 0 king, 
broke like a boat when it strikes against a rock.** Then ten 
thousand bowmen, brave and fierce, firmly resolved to conquer, 
advanced ( to encounter Arjuna ).** With dauntless hearts, 
those mighty car-warriors all surrounded him. Capable of 
bearing any burden how heavy soever in battle, Partha took 
up that heavy burden.*’ As an angry elephant of sixty years, 
with rent temples, crushes an assemblage of lotus stalks, even so 
did Partha crush that division of thy army !’® And when that 
division was being thus crushed, king Bhagadatta, on that same 
elephant of his, impetuously rushed towards Arjuna.** There- 
upon Dhananjaya, that tiger among men, staying on his car, 
received Bhagadatta. That encounter between Aijuna’s car and 
Bhagadatta’s elephant was fierce in the extreme.** Those two 
heroes, viz., Bhagadatta and Dhananjaya, then coursed on the 
, field, the one on his car and the other on his elephant, both 
of which were equipt according to the rules of science.** Then 
Bhagadatta like the lord Indra, from his elephant looking like 
a Baass of clouds, poured on Dhananjaya, showers of arrows.** 
The vailiant son of Pritha, the son of Vasava, however, with 
diis arrows, cut off those arrowy showers of Bhagadatta before 
they could reach him.** The kihg of the Pragjyotishas ^ then, 
baffling that arrowy shower of Arjuna, struck both Partha and 
Krishna, 0 king, with many shafts.** And overwhelming both 
of them with a thick shower of Shafts, Bhagadatta then urgedt 
his elephant for the detruction qf Krishna and Partha’** Ber 
holding thiifejUngry elephant advancing like Death himself, 
Jauarddana "Quickly, moved his cafr in such a way as to keep tho 
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eldphant on his left.** : Phananjaya, although he thus got the 
opportunity of slaying that huge elephant with its rider front 
the hack, wished not yet to avail of it, remembering the rules of 
fair fight.** The elephant, however, coming upon other ele- 
phants and cars and steeds, O king, despatched them all to 
Tama’s abode. Beholding this, Dhananjaya became fiHed with 
rage.’ 


Section XXIX. 

‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Filled with rage, what did Partha 
the son of Pandu do to Bhagadatta ? What also did the 
king of the Pragjyotishas do to Partha ? Tell me all this, O 
Sanjaya 1^’ 

“Sanjaya said, — 'While Partha and Krishna were thus en- 
gaged with the ruler of the Pragjyotisfias, all creatures re- 
garded them to bo very near the jaws of Death.* Indeed, O 
monarch, from the neck of his elephant, Bhagadatta scattered 
showers of shafts on the two Krishnas staying upon their car.* 
He pierced Devaki’s son with many arrows made wholly of 
black iron, equipt with wings of gold, whetted on stone, and 
shot from his bow drawn to the fullest stretch* Those shafts 
whose touch resembled that of fire, equipt with beautiful fea- 
thers, and shot by Bhagadatta, passing through Devaki’s son, 
entered the earth.* Partha then cut off Bhagadatta’s bow, and 
slaying next the warrior that protected his elephant from th» 
flank, began to fight with him as if in sport.* Th§n Bhaga- 
datta hurled at him fourteen lances of sharp points, that were 
bright as the rays of the Sun. Arjuua, however, cut each of 
those lances into three fragments.* Then Indra’s son cut open 
the armour in which that elephant was cased, by means of a 
tl.ick shower of arrows. The armour thus cut off, fell down 
on the earth.* Exceedingly aSicted with the arrows shot by 
Arjuna, that elephant, deprived of its coat of mail, looked like 
a prince of mountains destitute of its cloudy robes and with 
streaks of water running adown its breast.* Then the ruler of 
the Pragjyotishas hurled at Vasudeva a dart made wholly of 
kou and decked with gold, That dart Arjuna cut in twain.** 
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Tlidu cutting joff^ihe ki^gs’s sttttidajrd cod umbi^la hy laaBBaA 
of hia arrows, Arjuna quickly pmced th«* irttlor of iho 
tainous realms with ten arrows, smiling the whileA^ deeply 
pierced with those shafts of Arjuna that were beaaifuTly wih^ed 
with Kanka feathers, Bhagadatta, O monarch, becsune inceirsed 
with th'e son of fandu.'* Ble then hurled some lances at 
Arjuna’s head and uttered a loud shout. In consequence of 
those lances Arjuna’s diadem was displaced.'* Arjuna then, 
having placed his diadem properly, addressed the ruler of the 
Pragjyotishas, saying, — Look well on this world 1‘* — Thus ad- 
dressed by him, Bhagadatta became filled with rage, and taking 
up a bright bow showered upon both the PSindava and Qovinda 
his arrowy down-pours.** Partha then, cutting off his bow and 
quivers, quickly struck him with two and seventy shafts, afflict- 
ing his vital limbs.'* Thus pierced, he was excessively pained. 
Filled then with rage, he, with niantraa, inspired his hook into 
tho Vaiahnava weapon and hurled it at Arjuna’s breast*^ That 
all-slaying weapon, hurled by Bhagadatta, Ee^ava, covering 
Arjuna, received on his breast.'* Thereupon that weapon be- 
came a triumphal garland on Ke^ava’s breast. Arjuna then 
cheerlessly addressed Ke 9 ava, saying,*’— -O sinless one, without 
battling thyself it is thine to only guide my steeds ! Thou hadst 
said so, O lotus-eyed one ! Why then dost thou not adhere 
to thy promise ?*® If I sink in distress, or become unable to 
baffle or resist a foe or weapon, then mayst thou act so, but 
not when I am standing thus 1*' Thou knowest that with 
my bow and arrows I am competent to vanquish these worlds 
with the gods, the Aswros, and men ’** — Hearing these words 
of Arjuna, YSsudeva replied unto him, saying, — Listen, O Par- 
tha, to this secret and ancient history as it is, O sinless one I** 
I have four forms, eternally engaged as 1 am in protecting the 
worlds ! Dividing my own Self, I ordain the good of the 
worlds.** One form of mine, staying on the Earth, is engaged 
Bi the iwapti^ of ascetic austerities. Anotiier behoMeth the- 
good and the evil deeqs in the world.** My third form, covaing’ 
into the world of me^ is engaged in action. My fourth f(Wm 
lieth down in sleep foil a thousand years.** That form of mine- 
Which ^waketh Ssom t sleep at the end^ of a thousand y^e; 
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grantefeh, upon awakening, excellent boons to persons deserving 
af themJ*^ The Earth, knowing (on One occasion) that that 
lime had come, asked of me a boon for (her son) Naraka. Hear, 
O Partha, what that boon was of the Vaisknava 

weapon, let vniy son become iri^c^abh ef ^ing slain by the 
gods and the A a nr as. It behoveth thee to gra^U me that wea^ 
pan /*• — Hearing of this prayer, I then gave, in days of old, 
the supmme and infallible Vaiahnava weapon to the Earth’s 
eon.*® I said also at that time these words 0 Earth, let this 
Weapon be infallible for the protection of Naraka, None 
will be able to slay him /*^ Protected by this weapon, thy 
son will always, in all the worlds, he invincible and crush 
all hostile hosts /** — Saying, So be it ! — the intelligent goddess 
went away, her wishes fulfilled ! And Naraka also became 
invincible and always scorched his foes.** ^ It was from Naraka, 
O Partha, that the ruler of the Pragjyotishas got this weapon 
of mine. There is none, in all the worlds, O sire, including 
even ludra and Rudra, who is unslayable by this weapon !*** 
It was for thy sake, therefore, that I baffled it, violating my 
promise. The great Asura hath now been divested of that 
supreme weapon.®* Slay now, O Partha, that invincible foe 
of thine, viz., Bhagadatta, that enemy of the gods, even as I 
formerly* slew for the good of the worlds the Asura Naraka !**— 
Thus addressed by the high-souled Ke 5 ava, Partha suddenly 
overwhelmed Bhagadatta with clouds of whetted arrows.*^ 
Then the mighty-armed and high-souled Arjuna fearlessly struck 
a long arrow between the frontal globes of his enetny’s elephant.** 
That arrow, splitting the elephant like the thunder splitting 
a mountain, penetrated into its body to the very wings** 
like a snake penetrating into an anthill.*® Though urged re- 
peatedly then by Bhagadatta, the elephant refused to obey him 
like a poor man’s wife her lord.*^ With limbs paralysed, it fell 
down, striking the earth with its tusks. Uttering a cry of 
distress, that huge elephant gave up the ghost.** The son of 
Pandu then, with a straight shaft furnished with a crescent- 
shaped head, pierced the bosom of king Bhagmdatta.** His 
breast, being pierced through by the diadem-decked (Arjuna), 
king Bhagadatta, deprived of life, threw his bow and 
13 
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arrows.^** Looaeii^ed (ttm his h«ad, (he valualMe {»ece of cloill 
the( had served him for a turban, fell down like a petal |rom a 
lotus when its stalk is violently struck^* ^nd he himself decked 
with golden glands, fell down from his huge elephant adorned 
with golden housings like a flowering Kvoftt&a broken by the 
t<x<x of Ihe wind from the mountain-top.** The son of Indrft 
then, having slain in battle that monarch who resembled Indra 
himself in prowess and who was Indra’s friend, broke «tho other 
warriors of thy army inspired with hope of victory, like the 
mighty wind breaking rows of trees.’ ”** 


Section XXX. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Having slain Bhagadatta who was ever the 
favorite and friend of Indra and who was possessed of grea* 
energy, Partha circumambulated him.* Then the two sons of 
the king of Gandhara, vi*„ the brothers Vrishaka and Achala, 
those subjugators of hostile towns, began to afflict Arjuna in 
hattle.* Those two heroic bowmen, uniting together, began to 
deeply pierce Aijuna from before and behind with whetted shafts 
of great, impetuosity.' Arjuna then, with sharp shafts, cut off 
the steeds and driver and bow and umbrella and standard and 
car of Vrishaka the son of Suvala into atoms,* With clouds 
of arrows and diverse other weapons, Arjuna then once more 
severely afflicted the Gandhara troops headed by Suvala’s son,* 
Then Hhananjaya, filled with rage, despatched to Yama’s abode, 
with his shafts, five hundred heroic Gandharas with upraised 
weapons.* "That mighty-armed hero then, quickly alighting from 
that car whose steeds had been slain, mounted upon the car of 
his brother and took .up another bow.* Then those two brothers,. 
viz., Vrishaka* and Achida, both mounted on the same car, 
incessantly to, pierce Vibhatsu with showers of arrows.* 
Indict tbose high^ouled princes, those relatives of thine 
by vis!., Yrishaka and Achala, struck Partha very 

saverdty like yritra fr Vala striking Indra of old.* Of unfrdl* 
iiig aihi,. ^ose two J princes of Gandhara, themselves unhurt^ 
l^gan ones more to sirike tile son of Pandu like the two months. . 
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summer afilietihg the world ^ith sweat^^roducihg rRyi;'^*; 
Then Aijuna slew those princes and iSgers among men, 4^{r.^ 
Vnsha and Achala, staying on one tsar side by side, with, Cl 
inonaafch, a single arrow.” Then those mighty-armed heroes, 
with red eyes and looking like lions, those uterine .brothers 
having similar features, together fell down from that par.** And 
their bodies, dear to friends, falling down upon the earth, lay; 
there, scattering sacred fame all around;** 

"Beholding their brave and unretreating maternal' «nclea 
thus slain by Aijuna, thy sons, O monarch, rained many Weap- 
ons upon him.*^ Cakuni also, conversant with a hundred 
different kinds of illusions, seeing his brothers slain, created 
illusions for confounding the two Krishnas.** . Then clubs, and 
iron balls, and rocks, and Cataghnia, and darts, and maces, and 
spiked bludgeons, and scimitars; and' lanees, and mallets, and. 
axes,** and Kampanas, and swords, and nails, and short clubs, 
and battle-axes, and razors, and arrows with sharp broad' headi,. 
and Nalihas, and calf-tooth-headed shafts, and' arrows having- 
bony heads,** and discs, and snake-headed shafts, and spears, 
and diverse other kinds of weapons, fell upon Arjuna from alt 
sides.** And asses, and camels, and buffalos, and tigers, and* 
lions, and deer, and leopards, and bears, and wolves, and 
vultures, and monkeys, and various reptiles,** and diverse 
cannibals, and swarms of crows, all hungry, and excited With 
rage, ran towards Arjuna.**' Then Dhananjaya the son of Kunti, 
that hero conversant with celestial weapons, shooting clouds of 
arrows, assailed them all.** And assailed by that hero with 
those excellent and strong shafts, they uttered loud cries and fell 
down deprived of life.** Then a thick darkness appeared and. 
covered Arjuna’s car, and from within that gloom harsh . voices 
rebuked Arjuna.** The latter, however, by mem}s<of the weapoui 

* !Oie Bengal texts read the second line differentlj. Lake in the 
locative ie incorrect. It sbonld be Lokam (aoonsative). Tot 

the Bengal reading ia €fkarm4mmibhi$. Nilakantha explaine Uutf 
(whence vdrthika) means season. Hence ; Jfiddgjktt-vdr^ilum. 
mcMoa would mean the two months of summer. If the Bengal rea^^ . 
were adopted, the meaning would be '*like summei: and the raipy sesiriut 
atfieting the world with sweat and riun.’’—'1r, 
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calle4 Jyotishka, dispelled thick and awful dwkn6ss.*A 
When that darkness was dispelled, frightful waves of water 
appeared. For drying up those waters, Arjuna applied the 
weapon called Aditya. And in consequence of that weapon, the 
waters were almost dried up. Thus diverse illumons, repeatedly 
created by Sauvala,**^* Arjuna destroyed speedily by means 
of the force of his weapons, laughing the while. Upon all his 
illusions being destroyed, afflicted with Arjuna’s shafts and unr 
manned by fear,** Cakuni fled arway, aided by his fleet steeds, 
like a vulgar wretch. Then Arjuna, acquainted with all weapons, 
showing his enemies the exceeding lightness of his hands,**^ 
showered upon the Kaurava host clouds of anrows. That host 
of thy son, thus slaughtered by Partha,*’ became divided into 
two streams like the Current of Qanga when impeded by a 
mountain. And one .of those streams, O bull among men, pro- 
ceeded towards Drona,** and the other with loud cries, proceed- 
towards Duryodhana. Then a thick dust arose and covered 
^|tihe troops. We could not then see Arjuna.** Only the twang 
ot^cindiva was heard by us from off the field. Indeed, the twang 
of Qdndiva was heard, rising above the blare of conchs and the 
beat of drums and the noise of other instruments. Then on the 
southern part of the field took place a fierce battle between 
many foremost warriors**"** on the one side and Arjuna on the 
other. I, however, followed Drona The various divisions of 
Yudhisthira’s force smote the foe on every part of the field.** 
The divwse divisions of thy son, O Bharata, Arjuna smote, even 
as the wind in the summer season destroys masses of clouds in 
the welkin.** Indeed, as Arjuna came, scattering clouds of 
arrows like Vftsava pouring thick showers of rain, there was 
none in thy army who could resist that great and fierce bowman, 
that tiger among men.** Struck by Partha, thy warriors were 
in great pain. They fled away, and in flying killed many among 
their own nuEf^r,*** The arrows shot by Arjuna, winged with 
^aisftct lbatlulii and capable of penelarating into every body, 
fbll eev«ring all sides like fights of locusts.** Piercing steeds 
Sind OM-wsrriers and elephants and foot-soldiers, O sire, l&e 
SQskes thrjH^h ant-llills, those shaffs entered the earth.** Arjuea 
hever shot two arrows at any elephant, gteed, or man. Struck 
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with only one arrow, each of these, severely afflicted, felldotSq^ 
dejnived of lifSi.*'* With siain men and' elephants and shafi*. 
struck steeds lying all about, and echoing with the yells of dogtr 
and japkalls, the field of battle presented a variegated and awful 
sij^t.** Pained with arrows, sire forsook son, and Mgnd, fia“ 
Book friend, and son, forsook sire. Indeed, every oi» was intent 
upon protecting his own self. Struck with PSrtha’s shafts, manp 
warriors abandoned the very animals that bore them,’ ”*• 

Section XXXI. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘When those divisions (of mine), O 
Sanjaya, were broken and routed, and all of you retreated^ 
quickly from the field, what became the state of your minds 
The rallying of ranks when broken and jQiying away without 
beholding a spot whereon to stand, is always exceedingly difiS* 
cult. Tell me all about it, O .Sanjaya !’* 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘[Although the troops were broken], yeti 
O monarch, many foremost of heroes in the world, inspired by 
the desire of doing good to thy son and of maintaining their 
own reputation, followed Drona.* In that dreadful pass they 
fearlessly followed their commander, achieving meritoripus feata^ 
against the Fandava troops with weapons upraised and Tudhish* 
thira within accessible distance.^** Taking advantage of. an error 
of Bhimasena of great energy and of the heroic Satyaki and 
Dhrishtadyumna, O monarch, the Kuru leaders fell upon the 
Pandava army.'f'* The Panchalas urged their troops, saying,— 
DrQua, Drona / — Thy sons, however, urged all the Kurus, 
saying, — Let not Drona be slain. Let not Drona be slain /*— 
One side saying, — Sidy Drona, Slay Drona,— the other 
saying, — Let not Drona be slain. Let not Drona be slaing^ 
the Kurus and the Paiidavas seemed to gamble; ibaking Drona 
their stake/ Dhrishtadyumna the prince of the Panchalas 

» The Bengal reading SambhrAnte n viciona The Bombay reading 
fStoprdpto is evidently correct. — T. » 

1 1 render S a little freely, and expand it slightly to make* the ttete 
clear.— T. . ' 




proceeded to the aide of all those PanchS.la car-waniom whoaei 
Droaa eat^ht to crusL* Thus no rule was observed « to the 
aatagoiiist one might select (at battling with him. The strife 
beeiune dreadful. Heroes encountered heroes, uttering loud 
shouts.' Their foes could not nutke the Fandavas tremble; Oh 
tilke other hand, recollecting all their woes, the latter made the 
ranks of their enemies tremble.'* Though possessed of 'modesty 
yet excited with tage and vindictiveness, mid urged by energy 
and might, they approached that dreadful battle, reckless of 
their very lives, for slaying Drona" That encounter of 
heroes of immeasurable energy sporting in fierce battle making 
life itself the stake, resembled the collision of u^n againtst 
adamant." The oldest men even could not recollect whether- 
they had seen or heard of a battle as fierce as • that which 
happened on this oocasion." The Earth, in that encounter 
marked with great carnage, afflicted with the weight of that 
vast host, began to tremble.'* The awful noise made by the 
Kuru army agitated and tossed by the foe, paralyzing the very 
welkin, penetrated into the midst of even the Pandava host.'* 
Then Drona, coming upon the Pandava divisions by thousands, 
and careering over the field, broke them by means of his whet- 
ted shafts." When these were being thus crushed by Drona of 
wonderful achievements, Dhrishtadyumna, the generalissimo of 
the P&ndava host, filled with rage, himself checked Drona.''"^ 
The encounter that we Iwheld between Drona and the prince of 
the Panchalas was highty wonderful. It is my firm conviction 
that it has no parallel." 

“ ‘Then Nila, resembling a veritable fire, his arrows consti- 
tuting its sparks and his bow its flame, began to consume the 
Kufu ran^, like a cbnflagation consuming heaps of dry grass.'* 
The valiant son of Drona, who from before had been desirous 
of an encounter with him, smilingly addressed Nila as the 
latter came consuming the troops, and said unto him these polite 
words Nila, what dost Aou gain by consuming so many ■ 

cpnunon wilh thy arrowy fiamas ? Fight with my ' 

* Tbe.Ben^l readii^ Purvt^hU&sM is better than PurvSbhibhSti, 
Between Nila and A^wfattbaman existed a rivalry since some time.->-T. * 
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unaided self, and filled \ritli rage, strilcei me !***~Thas adilr<><i»yj|^. 
Hila, the brightn^ of whose face resembled the splendoor; ^ 
a full-blown lotus, pierced AcwatthSmmi with his shafts,-** 
him, that is, whose body resembled an assemblage of lotusmi 
and whose eyes were like lotus petals.** Deeply and suddenljr 
pierced by Nila, Drona’s son, with three broad-headed* arrows, 
cut off his antagonist’s bow and standard and umbrella,** 
Quickly jumping down from his car, Nila then, with a shield 
and an excellent sword, desired to sever from Acwatthaman’s 
trunk his head like a bird (bearing away its prey in its talons).** 
Drona’s son, however, O sinless one, by means of a broad* 
headed arrow, cut off, from his antagonist’s trunk, his head 
graced with a beautiful nose and decked with excellent ear-rings, 
and which rested on elevated shoulders.** That hero then, the 
brightness of whose face resembled the splendour of the full 
moon and whose eyes were like lotus petals, whose stature was 
tall, and complexion like that of the lotus, thus slain, fell down 
on the barth.** The Pandava host then, filled with great griefs 
began to tremble, when the preceptor’s son thus slew Nila of 
blazing energy.** The great car-warriors of the Fandavas, O 
^e, all thought, — Alas, how would Indra’s son (Arjuna) be 
able to rescue us from the foe,** when that mighty warrior is 
engaged on the southern part of the field in slaughtering the 
remnant of the Sarmaptakas and the Narctya/m force ? — ”** 

Section XXXII. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Vrikodara, however, could not brook that 
slaughter of his army. He struck Valhika with sixty, and 
Karna with ten urrows.* Drona then, desirous of slaying 
Bhima, quickly struck the latter, in his very vitals, many 
straight and whetted shafts of keen edge.* Desirous agsdn of 
allowing no time, he once more struck him with six and twenty 
shafts whose touch resembled that of fire and which were all 
like snakes of virulent poison.* Then Earna pierced him with, 
a dozen shafts, and Acwtthaman with seven, and king Dury^- 
dhana also with six.* The mighty Bhimasena, in i^turn,, piaro(|^ 
^em alL He struck Drona with fifty shafts, and ELama wii^'; 
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ten.* And pierei*^ Dtwyodhana mith a dpsien dbaliNi, and Drona’a 
apn vith eight, he engaged in that battle uttering « loud dhpu^^ 
In that encounter in which the warriors fou^t re^^less of 
^eir Uves and in which death was easy attainment, Aj&tlh 
^atru despatched many warriom, urging them to rescue Bhima.' 
Those heroes of immeasurable energy, via, the two eons of 
Madri and Pandu, and others headed by YuyudhSna, quickly 
proceeded to Bbimasena’s side.* And those bulls among men^ 
filled with rasre and uniting tc^ether, advanced to battle, 
desirous of breaking the army of Drona that was protected by 
many foremost of bowmen.' Indeed, those great car-warriors 
of mighty energy, viz., Bhima and others, fell furiously upon 
Drona’s host. Drona, however, that foremost of car-warriors, 
received without any anxiety,*® all those mighty car-warriors 
of great strength, those heroes accomplished in battle. Dia« 
regarding their kingdoms and casting off all fear of death, the 
warriors of thy army proceeded against the Pandavas." Horse* 
naen encountered horsemen, and car-warriors encountered car* 
warriors. The battle proceeded, darts against darts, swords 
againsji swords, axes against axes.** A fierce encounter with 
swords took place, producing a terrible carnage. And in con* 
sequence of the collision of elephants against elephants, the 
battle became furious.** Some fell down from the bads of 
elephants, and some from the backs of steeds, with heada 
downwards. And others, O sire, fell down from cars, pierced 
with arrows.** In that fierce press, as some one fell down 
deprived of armour, an elephant might be seen attacking him 
in the chest and crushing his head.** Elsewhere might be seen 
elephants crushing niunbers of men fallen down on the field* 
And many elephants, piercing the earth with their tusks (at 
they fell down), were seen to tear therewith large bo<Hes, 
men.** Many elephants, again, with arrows sticking to ^hefr 
wandered oter the field, tearing and crushing men by 
hundreds.** And t<nne elephants were seen pressing down into 
the emth fallen Warriors and steeds and elephants eased in 
anueur of hiaok iron, as if these were only thick reeds.** Many 
kings ^th iriodesty, their hour having come, hud riima* 

wives doWn ( fw lthe last sleep )• on painful beds overlaid 

■ ‘At. •• 
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vrilih vultt^nne feathers.” Advanci^jto ha^Ie on his car, siff 
iiear son ; and son also, through maditess, and losing all regard 
Approached ^^e in battle.*? The wheels -of cars were broken ; 
banners were tom ; umbrellas fell down on the earth. Dragg- 
ing broken, yokes, steeds ran away.** Arms with swords in 
grasp, and heads decked with ear-rings, fell dowti; Cara, 
dragged by mighty elephants, were thrown down on the ground^ 
mduced to fragments.** Steeds with riders fell down, severely 
wounded by elephants. That fierce battle went on, without 
any body showing any regard for any one .** — OA fcUher! — Oh 
0on! — Where art tkou, friend i — Wait! — Where doet. thou 
go t — Strike !— Bring ! — Slay this one ! — these and diverse 
other cries, with loud laughs, and shouts, and roars, were 
uttered and' heard there. The blood of human beings and 
steeds and elephants, mingled together.**'** The earthy dust 
disappeared. The hearts of all timid persons became cheerless. 
Here a hero getting his car-wheel entangled with the car-wheel 
of another hero,** and the distance being too near to admit of 
the use of other weapons, smashed that other’s bead by means 
of his mace. Brave combatants, desirous of safety where thera 
was no safety, dragged one another by the hair, and fought 
fiercely with fists and teeth and nails. Here was a hero whose 
upraised arm with sword in grasp was cut off.*’^** Thera 
another’s arm was lopped off with bow, or arrow, or hook in 
grasp. Here one loudly called upon another. There another 
turned his back on the field.*” Here one severed another’s head 
from his trunk, getting him within reach. There another 
rushed with loud shouts upon an enemy. Here one was filled 
with fear at another’s roar.'* There another slew, with sharp 
ifiiafts, a friend or a foe. Here an elephant, huge as a hill, 
idain wi^ a long shaft,'” fell down on the field and lay like a 
flat island in a river during the summer season. There an 
elephant, with juice trickling down its body like a mountain 
with rillets flowing adown its breast, stood, having crushed 
by its tread a car-warrior with his steeds and charioteer on 
the field. Beholding brave warriors, accomplished in arms and 
cover«^ with blood, strike one another,**'** they that wita 
timid and of weak hearts, lost their senses. In feet, all becafe#' 
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cheerless. Notiung could any longer be distinguished.** Ovetf 
whelmed with the dust raised by the troops, the battle becanit 
furious. Then the commander of the F&ndava forces saying*-— 
Thda ia the time** — speedily led tbe Pandavas on, those heroes 
that are always endued with great activity. Obeying his 
hehest,' the mighty-armed Pandavas,** smiting (the Kaurava 
army), proceeded towards Drona’s car like swans towards a 
la.ir fl — Seize him, — Bo not jly away, — Bo not fear,— Cv/t into 
pieces,** — these uproarious cries were heard in the vicinity of 
Drona’s car. Then Drona and Kripa, and Kama, and Drona’s 
son, and king Jayadratha,** and Vinda and Anuvinda of 
Avanti, and Galya, received those heroes. Those irresistible 
and invincible warriors, however, viz., the Panchalas and the 
Pandavas, inspired by noble sentiments, did not, though afflicted 
with shafts, avoid Drona. Then Drona, excited with great 
rage, shot hundreds of shafts,**^ and caused a great carnage 
amongst the Chedis, the Panchalas, and the Pandavas. The 
twang of his bowstring and the slaps of his palms, were, O sire, 
heard on all sides.** And they resembled the roar of riiunder 
and struck fear into the hearts of all. Meanwhile, Jishnu, 
having vanquished large numbers of Samsaptakas,** quickly 
came to that place where Drona was grinding tbe Pandava 
troops. Having crossed many large lakes whose waters were 
constituted by blood, and whose fierce billows and eddies were 
constituted by shafts, and having slain the Samsaptakas, Phal- 
guna showed himself there. Possessed of great fame and en- 
dued as he was with the energy of the Sun himself, Arjuna’s em 
blem, viz., his banner bearing the ape, was beheld by us to 
blaze with splendour. Having dried up the Samsaptaka 
ocean by means of weapons that constituted his rays,*®^* the 
son of Pandu blasted the Kurus also as if he were the very 
Sun thSt rises at the end of the Fitflfa / Indeed, Arjuna 
burned all the Kurus ty tbe heat of his weapons,** like the fire* 


* The word in tbe original is dkuma-Jtetu. Elsewhere I hare ren- 
dered it oomnui. It would, seem, however^ that, that is wrong. Ia 

su<di paMtjfm &e wo|ti is ussd in its literal aenae, vis., “(an article) bar- 
ipg smoke iSr its mar|,” hence fire. — ^T. 



MBBA pASVAi J DRONA PlRVai^ i6lr 

that apjjdars at the end of the burning down al! crea> 

tures. Struck by him with thousands of ' shafts, elephant- 
warriors and horsemen and car-wtoriors fell down on the eiutH^ 
with dishevelled hair and exceedingly, afflicted with those 
arrowy showers. Some uttered' cries of distress. Othem set up 
foud' shouts.*^"** And some, struck with the shafts of P&rthA,- 
•fell down, deprived of life. Recollecting the practices of (good) 
Warriors, Arjuna struck not those combatants aibong the foe that 
had fallen down, or those that wore re-treating, or those that 
Were unwilling to fight. Deprived of their cars and filled with 
wonder, almost all the Kauravas, turning away from the fields 
uttered cries of Oh and Alas, and called upon Kantub (for 
protection). Hearing that din made by the Kurus de§iroua of 
IMTotection, Adhiratha’s son (Kama),*’"** loudly assuring th» 
troops with the words — Do not fear , — proceeded to face Arjuna. 
Then ( Kama ) that foremost of Bharata car- warriors, that 
delighter of all the Bharatas,** that first of all persona 
acquainted with weapons, invoked into existence the Agneyet 
weapon. Dhananjaya^ however, baffled by means of his own 
arrowy downpours the flights of arrows shot by Badha’s son, 
that warrior of the blazing bow, that hero of bright shafts I‘* 
And similarly Adhiratha’s son also baffled the shafts of Arjuna^ 
of splendid energy. Resisting Arjuna’s weapons thus by his 
own, Kama uttered loud shouts and shot many shafts at his 
antagonist.** Then Dhrishtadyumna and Bhima and the mighty 
car-warrior Satyaki, all approached Kama, and each of them ^ 
pierced him with three straight shafts.** The son of RSdhS, 
however, checking Aijuna’s weapons by his own arrowy showers, 
cut off with three sharp shafts the bows of those three war- 
riors.** Their bows cut off, they looked like snakes without 
poison. Hurling darts at their foe firom their respective cmfl, 
they uttered loud leonine shouts.*’ Those fierce darts of grea* 
sqilendour and great impetuosity, looking like snakes, hurled 
from those mighty arms, coursed impetuously towards Kama’s 
car.** Gutting each of those darts with three strwght shafts and 
speeding many mrows at the same time at F&rtba, the mighty 
Kama uttered a loud shout.*’ Then Arjuna, pWcing Kanns 
with seven shafts, despatched the latter’s younger Iwothei' d^' 
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meftna of hia shaxp shafts.** Slaying Gaiaranjaya. thoa. witli 
six arrows, Bartha, with a broad-headed shaft, struck off 
Vip&ta’s head as the latter stood on his oar.** In the veef 
eight of the Dhartarashtras, therefore, as also of the Suto’e 
Bon, the three uterine brothers of the latter were despatched by 
Aijuna unaided by any one.** Then Bhima, jumj^g down 
from his own car like a second Garuda, slew with his excellent 
sword five and ten combatants amongst those that supported 
Karna.** Mounting once more on bis car and taking up another 
bow, he pierced Kama with ten shafts, and his charioteer and 
steeds with five.'* Dhrisbtadyumna also, taking up a sword 
and a bright shield, despatched Chandravarman, and also 
Vrihatkshatra the ruler of the Naishadhas.'* The Fanchala 
prince then, mounting upon his own car and taking up another 
bow, pierced Kama yrith three and seventy shafts and uttered 
a loud roar.'* Cini’s grandson also, of splendour equal to that 
of Indra himself, taking up another bow, pierced the Suta’a son 
with four and sixty shafts and roared like a lion.** And cutting 
off Kama’s bow with a couple of well-shot shafts, he once more 
pierced Karna on ^e arms and the chest with three arrows.** 
Then king Duryodhana, and Drona, and Jayadratha, rescued 
Karna from the Satyaki-ocean as the former was about to sink 
in it.** And foot-soldiers and steeds and cars and elephants, 
belonging to thy axmy and numbering by hundreds, all accom- 
plished in smiting, rushed to the spot where Karna was for 
frightening ( his assailants ).''® Then Dhrisbtadyumna, and 
Bhima, and Subhadra’s son, and Aijuna himself, and Nakula, 
and Sahadeva, began to protect Satyaki in that battle.** Even 
thus went on that fierce battle for the destruction of bowmen 
belonging to thy amy and the enemy’s. All the combatants 
fought, reckless of their very lives.** Infantry and cars and 
steeds and elephants were engaged with cars and infantry. 
Glar-warriors were engaged with elephants and foot-soldiers and 
steeds. and 'foot-soldiet's were engaged with cars and 

clephiuitK^ And eteeds were seen engaged with steeds, and 
elephMs^;;with ^^hants, and fooi-soldiers with foot-soldiers.** 
Bvea '^it battle, marked by great confrision, take 

{dace, lilhanciiig the joy of cannibals and carnivorous oreatoees, 
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lte<iwd«ti. those high^souted men facincr one Mother fearlea^i^ 
Indeed, it largely swelled the population of Yuna’s kingd<m^ 
Large numbers of elephants and cars and foot-soldiers and steed# 
were destroyed by men and cars and steeds ajid elephani^ And 
elephants were slain by elephants, and emv warriors w^ wea- 
pons upriused, by car- warriors, and steeds by steeds, and large 
bodies (rf foot-soldiers by foot-soldiers.*' And elephants wore 
slain by oars, and large steeds by large elephatfts, and men by 
steeds ; and steeds by foremost of car-warriors. With tongues 
lolling out, and teeth and eyes pressed out of their places, with 
coats of mail and ornaments crushed into dust, the slaughtered 
creatures fell down on the field.** Others, again, of terrible 
mien, were struck and thrown down on the earth by others 
armed with diverse and excellent weapons, and sunk into the 
earth by the tread of steeds and elephants, and tortured and 
mangled by heavy cars and car wheels.*' And during the pro- 
gress of that fierce carnage so delightful to beasts of prey and 
carnivorous birds and cannibals, mighty combatants, filled with 
wrath, and slaughtering one another, careered over the field 
putting forth all thoir energy.** Then when both hosts were 
broken and mangled, the warriors bathed in blood,. looked at 
each other. Meanwhile the Sun went to his chambers in the 
Western hills, and both the armies, O Bharata, slowly retired 
to their respective tents.' ”** 

Section XXXIII. 

( Ahhimanyvrbadha Parva.) 

“Sanjaya said, — ^‘Having been first broken by Arjuna <rf 
immeasurable prowess, and owing also to the failure of Drona’s 
vow in consequence of Yudhisthira having been well jarotected,' 
thy warriors were regarded as defeated. All of them with 
coats of mail tom and covered with dust, cast , anxious glances 
around.* Betiring from the field with Drona's consent, after 
having been vanquished by their enemies of sure aim and hum^ 
Hated by them in battle,' they heard, as they proceeded, v^e 
countless merits of Phalgiina praised by all creatures, and . 
^iMndship of Ke^va for Arjuna spoken of by alU* ^ 
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paissed the night like tben tinder a curse, reflecting upon ihtf 
course of events and observing a perfect silence. 

“ 'Next morning Duryodbana said unto Drona,‘ these w^s* 
firoUi affection and affectionate wrath, and in great cheerless? 
ness of heart at the sight of the prosperity of their foe. Skilled 
in speech, and filled with rage at the success of the foe, the 
king said these words in the heading of all the troops :* — 
foremost of regenerate ones, without doubt thou hast set us 
down for men who should be destroyed by thee ! Thou 
didst not seite Yudhishthira today even though thou hadst got 
him within thy reach I’' That foe whom thou wouldst seize in 
battle is incapable of escaping thee if once thou gettest him' 
within sight, even if he be protected by the Fandavas aided 
by the very gods.* Gratified, thou gavest me a boon. Now, 
however, thou dost not act according to it 1 They that are 
noble (like thee), never falsify the hopes of one devoted to 
them !’ — Thus addressed by Duryodhana, Bharadwaja’s son 
felt great shame. Addressing the king, he said, — ^It behoveth 
thee not to take me to be such 1 I always endeavour to achieve 
what is agreeable to thee !** The three worlds with the gods, 
the Aauraa, the Gandharvas, the Yakahaa, the Ndgaa, and 
the Bakahaaaa, cannot defeat the force that is protected by the 
diadem-decked (Arjuna).” There where Qovinda the Creator 
of the Universe is, and there where Arjuna is the commander, 
whose might can avail save the three-eyed Mahadeva’s, O 
lord ?’• 0 sire, I tell thee truly today and it will not be 
otherwise ! Today I will slay a mighty car-warrior, one of the 
foremost heroes of the Fandavas !*• Today I will also form an 
array that is impenetrable by the very gods. Do, however, 
O king, by some means take Arjuna away from the field P* 
There is nothing that he doth not know or cannot achieve in 
battle. From varrious places bath he acquired all that is to be 
known about battle.’*-—’ 

"Sanjaya continued, — After Drona had said these wordt^ 
the Semaa^/ifiikaa once more challenged Arjuna to battle and 
took hisitip^ to the southern side of the field.’* Then an 
encountei^toplc j^bce between Aijuna and his enemies, the like 
«f sthfch halh never bees seen or heard.’* On the other band, 
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%hM awray formed by Drona, O king, looked resplendent. In^ 
deed, that array was incapable of being looked at like the Stiii 
himself when in his course he reaches the meridian and scor4 
ches (everything underneath).** Abhimanyu, at the command, 
O Bharata, of his sire’s eldest brother, pierced in battle that 
impenetrable circular array in many places.*® Having achieved 
the most difficult feats and slain heroes by thousands, he wi^ 
(at last) encountered by six heroes together. In the end; 
succumbing to Dus 9 asana’s son,** O lord of earth, SubhadrA’a 
son, O chastiser of foes, gave up his life ! At this we were 
filled with great joy and the Pandavas with great grief. And 
after Subhadra’s son had been slain, our troops were with- 
drawn for nightly rest.’** 

‘‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Hearing, O Sanjaya, of the slaughter 
of the son (Abimanyu), yet in his minority, of that lion among 
men, (viz., Arjuna), my heart seems to break into pieces I** 
Cruel, indeed, are the duties of Kshatriyas as laid down by 
the legislators, inasmuch as brave men, desirous of sovereignty 
scrupled not to shoot their weapons at even a child !** O son of 
Gavalgana, tell me how so many warriors, accomplished In arms, 
slew that child who, though brought up in luxury, yet careers 
ed over the field so fearlessly !** Tell me, O Sanjaya, how ouir 
warriors sported in battle with Subhadra s son of immeasurably 
energy who had penetrated into our car-array !’*• 

^‘Sanjaya said, — 'That which thou askest me, O king, viz., 
the slaughter of Subhadra’s son, I will describe to thee in 
detail ! Listen, O monarch, with attention !** I will relate tq 
thee how that youth, having penetrated into ©ur ranks, sport- 
ed with his weapons, and how the irresistible heroes of our 
army, all inspired by hope of victory, were afflicted by him.*f 
Like the denizens of a forest abounding with plants and herbs 
and trees, when surrounded on all sides by a forest conflagra^ 
tion, the warriors of thy army were all filled- with fear/ ”*• 


Section XXXIV. 

. "Sanjaya said« — 'Of fierce deeds in battle, iftid above mil 
fctiguy as proved Jjy their eats, the five sons of Find^, 
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Krishna, are incapable of being resisted by the very 
Iii righteousness, in deeds, in lineage, in intelligence# M 
achievements, in fame, in prosperity, there never was, and the:^ 
never will be, another man so endued as Tudhisathira.* De- 
voted to Truth and righteousness, and with passions under 
dbntrol,vking Yudhishthira, in consequence of his worship of 
the Brahmanas and diverse other virtues of a similar nature, 
is always in the enjoyment of Heaven.® The Destroyer him- 
self at the end of the Tuga, Jamadagni's valiant son (Bama), 
and Bhimasena on his car, — these three, O king, are spoken of 
as equal.^ Of Partha, the wielder of Gandiva, who always 
achieveth his vows in battle, I do not see a becoming parallel 
on Earth.® Reverence for superiors, keeping counsels, humility, 
self-restraint, beauty of person, and braVfery, — these six are 
ever present in Nakula.® In knowledge of scriptures, gravity, 
sweetness of temper? righteousness, and prowess, the heroic 
Sahadeva is equal to the A<jwins themselves.^ All those noble 
qualities that are in Krishna, all those that are in the Pandavas, 
all that assemblage of qualities was to be seen in Abhimanyu 
singly !® In -firmness he was equal to Yudhishthira, and in con- 
duct to Krishna ; in feats he was the equal of Bhimasena of 
terrible deeds ;• in beauty of person, in prowess, and in know- 
ledge of scrptures, he was the equal of Dhananjaya. In humi- 
lity he was equal to Sahadeva and Nakula.*^® 

**Dhritarashtra said, — T desire, O Suta, to hear in detail, 
how the invincible Abhimanyu, the son of Subhadra, hath been 
slain on the field of battle !’ 

*‘Saniaya continued, — ‘Be still, O king ! Bear thy grief 
that is so intolerable I I will speak to thee of the great slaugh- 
ter of thy kinsmen. Listen to it 

^The preceptor, O king, had formed the great circular - 
array. In it were placed all the kings (of our side) that are' 
each equal to Cakra himself.^® At the entrance were stationed 
all the princes possessed of solar effulgence. All of them had 
taken oaths (about standing by one another).^* All of them 
had stand^ds decked with gold. All of them were attired in 
lad hM red ornaments.*® All of them had red 

kahj^arnd all were adorned with garlands of gold, Smoai^ 
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irith sandal-paste and other perfumed unguents, they . weije 
liecked with, floral wreaths,'* Unitedly they rushed toward 
Arjuna’s son, desirous of battle. Firm bowmen all, they 
numbered ten thousand.'^ Placing thy handsome grandson 
Ijakshmana at their head, all of them, symphathising with onp 
another in joy and grief, and emulating one another in feats of 
courage,'* desiring to excell one another, and devoted to one 
another’s good, they advanced to battle. Duryodhana, O mon- 
arch, was stationed in the midst of his forces.'* And the kinjg 
was surrounded by the mighty car-warriors Kama and Dus^a- 
shana and Kripa, and had a white umbrella held over his head. 
And fanned with yak-tails, he looked resplendent like the chief 
of the celestials. And at the head of that army was the com- 
mander Drona looking like the rising Sun.**°“*' And there 
stood the ruler of the Sindhus, of great beauty of person, and 
immovable like the cliff of Mem. Standing by the side of the 
ruler of the Sindhus and headed by A(jwatthaman,** were, O 
king, thy thirty sons resembling the very gods. There also, 
on Jayadratha’s flank, were those mighty car- warriors, viz., the 
ruler of the Gandharvas, i. e., the gamester (Cakuni), and 
Galya, and Bhuri^ravas. Then commenced the battle, fierce 
and making the hair to stand on end, between thy warriors 
and those of the foe. And both sides fought, making death 
itself the goal.’ 


Section XXXV. 

**Sanjaya said, — *The Parthas then, headed by Bhimasena, 
approached that invincible array protected by Bharadwaja’s son.* 
And Satyaki, and Chekitana, and Dhrishtadyumna the son of 
Prishata, and Kuntibhoja of great prowess, and the mighty 
tsar-warrior Drupada,* hnd Arjuna’s son (Abhimanyu), and Ksha- 
tradharman, and the valiant Vrihadkshatra, and Dhrishtaketu 
the ruler of the Chedis, and the twin sons of Madri, (viz., Nakula 
and Sahadeva), and Ghatotkacha,* and the powerful Yudba- 

^ ^ - - - » - 

* The first-half of the first line of 2.1 seems to^be gramipaatioaWF 

connected with 20. — T 
15 



tl4 HAHABHARATl, lABEttlAKTO^ 

tnanyu, and theunvanquished* Cikhandin, and the irremstible 
UUamaujas, and the mighty car- warrior VirSta * and the fiir# 
sons of Draupadi, — these all excited with wrath, and the raliant 
son of Ci9upala, and the Kaikeyas of mighty energy, and the 
Srinjayas by thousands,* — these and others, accomplished iii 
weapons and difficult of being resistedi in battle, suddenly rush- 
*ed, at the head of their respective followers, against Bhara^ 
•dwaja’s son, fronbi desire of battle.* The valiant son of Bhara** 
dwaja, however, fearlessly checked all those warriors, as soon 
a»s they came near, with a thick shower of arrows.*^ Like a 
mighty wave of waters coming against an impenetrable hill, 
or the surging sea itself approaching its bank, those warriora 
were dashed back by Drona.* And the Pandavas, O king, 
afflicted by the shafts shot from Drona’s bow, were unable to 
etay before him.* And the strength of Drona’s arms that we 
saw was wonderful in the extreme, inasmuch as the Fanchalas 
and the Srinjayas failed to approach him.^® Beholding Drona 
advancing in rage, Yudhishthira thought of diverse means foif 
checking his progress.** At last regarding Drona incapable 
ef being resisted by any one else, Yudhishthira placed that 
heavy and unbearable burden on the son of Subhadra.** Ad- 
dressing Abhimanyu, that slayer of hostile heroes, who was 
not inferior to Vasudeva himself and whose energy was superi- 
or to that of Arjuna, the king said,** — O child, act in such a 
way that Arjuna, returning (from the Samsaptakds), may not 
reprove us ! We do not know how to break the circular array 
Thyself, or Arjuna, or Krishna, or Praddyumna, can pierce 
that array I O mighty-armed one, no fifth person can be found 
(to achieve that feat) !** O child, it behoveth thee, O Abhi« 
/manyu, to grant the boon that thy sires, thy maternal uncles, 
and all these troops ask of thee !** Taking up thy arms quick- 
ly. destroy this array of Drona, else, Arjuna returning from 
the fight, will reprove us all — 

** ‘Abhimanyu ^aid, — Desiring victory to my sires, soon shall 
I in battle pdne|irate into that firm, fierce, and foremost of 
arrays formed by , Drona P* I have been taught by my father 
the method of (penetrating and) smiting this kind of array* I 
cannot, however, come out if any kind of danger overtake me 
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\ ^‘‘Yudhishthita said, — Break this array once, O’ foremast of 
warriors, and make a passage for us ! All of us will follow 
thee in the track by which thou wilt go In battle thou art^ 
equal to Dhananjaya himself ! Seeing thee enter, we shall 
follow thee, protecting thee on all sides 

** *Bhima said, — I myself will follow thee, and I3hrishta^ 
dyumna, and Satyaki ; and the Panchalas, and the Trabhadra- 
kas*** After the array will once have been •broken by thee, 
we will enter it repeatedly and slay the foremost warriors with^ 
in it — 

^Abhimanyu said, — I will penetrate into this invincible^ 
array of Drona, like an insect filled with rage entering a bia- 
sing fire.*^ Today I will do that which will be beneficial to 
both races (viz,, my sire’s and my mother’s). I will do that 
which will please my maternal uncle as also my father !*• To- 
day all creatures will behold large bodies of hostile soldiers 
continually slaughtered by myself, an unaided child !** If any- 
body, encotmtering me, escapes today with life, I shall not 
then regard myself begotten by Fartha and born of SubhadrS 
If on a single car I cannot in battle cut off the whole Kshatriya 
race into eight fragments, I will not regard myself the son of 
Arjuna !*’ — 

‘Yudhishthira said, — Since, protected by these tigers among' 
men, these great bowmen endued with fierce might, these war- 
riors that resemble the Sddhyas, the Rudras, or the Maruts^ 
or are like the Vasus, or Agni, or iditya himself in prowessj^ 
thou venturest to pierce the invincible array of Drona, and 
since thou speakest so, let thy strength, O son of Subhadra, 
increase 

^*Sanjaya continued, — ‘Hearing these words of Yudhishthira^ 
Abhimanyu ordered his charioteer Sumitra, saying, — Quickly 
urge the steeds towards Drona’s army ! — ’ 


Section XXXVI. 

•*Sanjaya said, — ‘Hearing these words of# the intelligent 
Yudhishthira, the son of Subhadrlt, O Bharata, urged His 
charioteer towards ©rona’s array/ The charioteer, urged by 
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him with the words — PTOceed^PiH>ceed , — ^replied unto Abhi^ 
manyti, O king, in these words:* — O thou that art blest with ^ 
length of days, heavy is the burthen that hath been placed ^ 
upon thee by the Pandavas 1 Ascertaining by thy judgment? 
as to whether thou art able to bear it or not, thou shouldst ; 
then engage in battle !* The preceptor Drona is a master of 
superior weapons and accomplished (in battle) ! Thou, how- 
ever, hast been brought up in great luxury, and art unused^ 
to battle — 

** ‘Hearing these words, Abhimanyu replied unto his chariot- 
eer, saying with a laugh, — O charioteer, who is this Drona ? 
What, again, is this vast assemblage of Kshatriyas ?• Cakra 
himself on his Airavat and aided by all the celestials, I would, 
encounter in battle. I do not feel the slightest anxiety about 
all these Kshatriyas today !* This hostile army doth not come 
up to even a sixteenth part of myself ! O son of a Stita, 

■ getting my maternal uncle Vishnu himself, the conqueror of 
the universe,’ or my sire Arjuna, as an antagonist in battle, 
fear would not enter my heart ! — Abhimanyu then, thus dis- 
regarding those words of his charioteer,* urged the latter, say 
ing* — Go with speed towards the army of Drona ! — Thus com- 
manded, the charioteer, with a heart scarcely cheerful, urged 
Abhimanyu’s three year old steeds decked with golden trapp- 
ings. Those coursers, urged by Sumitra towards Drona’s 
army,®**^® rushed towards Drona himself, O king, with great 
^ speed and prowess.i* Beholding him coming (towards them) 
in that way, all the Kauravyas, headed by Drona, advanced 
against him, as, indeed, the Pandavas followed him behind/* 
Then Arjuna’s son, superior to Arjuna himself, cased in golden 
mail and owning an excellent ^tindard that bore the device 
of a Karnikdm tree, fearlessly encountered, from desire of 
battle, those warriors headed by Drona, like an infant lion 

* The last half of the second line of 4 is vicious as occurring in the 
Bengal texts. The correct reading is ayuddkd-vigdradas. — T. 

+ The Bombay edition reads MaMvega-Tparakrama^n, This is vicious. 
The Bengal texts rightly make it an adjective of Vdjincks in the previous 
line,— T. ' 
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assailing a herd of elephants.'* Those trarriors then, ftlied,^ 
with joy, began to strike Abhiraanyu while he endeavoured to 
pieroe their array.* And for a moment an agitation took, 
place there like to the eddy that is seen in the ocean where 
the current of Ganga mixes with it.** The battle, Q king, 
that commenced there, between those struggling heroe^ striking 
one another, became fierce and terrible.** And during the 
progress of that awful battle, Arjuna’s son, in the very sight of 
Drona, breaking that array, penetrated into it.** Then large, 
bodies of elephants and steeds and cars and infantry, filled with 
joy, encompassed that mighty warrior after he had thus pene- 
trated into the midst of the foe, and commenced to smite 
him.** [Causing the Earth to resound] with the noise of 
diverse musical instruments, with shouts and slaps of arm-pits 
and roars, with yells and leonine shouts, with exclamations of— • 
Waitf—^Wait ,^'’ — with fierce confused voices, with cries of— 
Do not go, Wait, Gome to me , — with repeated exclamations of— 
This one, — It is I, — The foe ,^* — with the grunts of elephants, 
with the tinkling of bells and ornament.s, with bursts of laugh- 
ter, and the clatter of horse-hoofs and car- wheels, the (Kaurava) 
warriors rushed at the son of Arjuna.*’ That mighty hero, 
however, endued with great lightness of hands and having a 
knowledge of the vital parts of the body, quickly shooting 
weapons capable of penetrating into the very vitals, slew those 
advancing warriors.*® Slaughtered by means of sharp shafts 
of diverse kinds, those warriors became perfectly helpless ; and 
like insects falling upon a blazing fire, they continued to fall 
upon Abhimanyu on the field of battle.** And Abhimanyu 
strewed the earth with their bodies and diverse limbs of their 
bodies like priests strewing the altar at a sacrifice with blades 
of Kuga grass.** And Arjuna’s son quickly cut off by 
thousands the arms of those warriors. And some of these 
were cased in fences made of iguana skin, and some held 
bows and shafts. And some hold swords or shields or iron 


* The Bengal reading Te vigantam muds, yuktSt seems to me better- 
than the-Bofflbay reading Te vinfffoti p<tde yattds, although Nilakah'tha 

prefers the latter.— T, 
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hooba or reins ; ftnd «ome, lances or battle-axes. And somd^ 
held maces or iron-balls or spears ; and some, rapiers and cron^ 
and axes. And some grasped short arrows, or spiked maces, 
or darts, or shafts, or Kampanas. And some had goads and 
prodigious conchs ; and some had bearded darts and Kacha- 
grahas. «And some had mallets and some other kinds of 
missiles. And some had nooses, and some heavy clubs, and 
some brick-bats. And all those arms were decked with armlets 
and laved with delightful perfumes and unguents.**^* And 
with those arms dyed with gore and looking bright, the field 
of battle became beautiful, as if strewn, O sire, with five-headed 
anakes slain by Garuda.*^ And Phalguna’s son also scattered 
over the field of battle countless heads of foes, heads graced 
with beautiful noses and faces and locks, without pimples, and 
adorned with ear-ririgs. Blood flowed from those heads copi- 
ously, and the nether lips in all were bit with wrath. Adorned 
with beautiful garlands and crowns and turbans and pearls and 
gems, and possessed of splendour equal to that of the Sun or tlm 
Moon, they seemed to be like lotuses severed from their stalks. 
Fragrant with many perfumes, while life was in them they 
could speak words both agreeable and beneficial.**"** Diverse 
ears, well equipt, and looking like the vapoury edifices in the 
welkin, with shafts in front and excellent bamboo poles and 
looking beautiful with the standards set up on them,** were 
deprived of their Janghas, and Kuvaras, and Hernia, and 
DoQanaa, and wheels, and standards, and terraces. And the 
utensils of war in them were all broken.*** And the rich cloths 
with which they were overlaid, were blown away, and the 
warriors on them were slain by thousands. Mangling every- 
thing before him with his shafts, Abhimanyu was seen coursing 
on all sides.+** With his keen-eged weapons, he cut into pieces 
elephant-warriors, and elephants with standards and hooks 
and banners, and quivers and coats of mail, and girths and 
neck-ropes ar^ blankets, and bells and trunks and tusk-ends^ 
as alsO: th# foot-soldiers that protected those elephants from 

i - 

, f Janghatt <£4i are diverse limbs of cars used in battle.-~T. 

1 1 read both isi and 33 as in the Bomba^ text-^T 
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TjehinA**"** And many steeds of the Vanayu, the hilly, ths 
Kamroja, and the Valhika breads, with tails and ears and eyes 
motionless and fixed, possessed of great speed, well-trained,*' and 
ridden by accomplished warriors armed with swords and lances, 
were seen to be deprived of the excellent ornaments on the^r heads 
as also of their beautiful tails.*" . And many lay with tongues 
lolling out and eyes detached from their sockets, and entrails 
and livers drawn out. And the riders on their backs lay lifeless 
by their sides. And the rows of bells that adorned them were all 
torn. Strewn over the field thus, they caused great delight to 
Jtakahadaa and beasts of prey." With coats of mail and other 
leathern armour (casing their limbs) cut open, they weltered 
in excreta ejected by themselves. Thus slaying many foremost 
of steeds of thy army, Abhimanyu looked resplendent." Alone 
achieving the most difficult feats like the i^concievable Vishnu 
himself in days of old, Abhimanyu crushed thy vast host of 
three kinds of forces (cars, elephants, and steeds)," like the 
Three-eyed (Mahadeva) of immseasurable energy crushing the 
terrible Asura hosti Indeed, Arjuna’s son, having achieved in 
battle feats incapable of being borne by his foes," everywhere 
mangled large divisions of foot-soldiers belonging to thy army. 
Beholding then thy host extensively slaughtered by Subhadra'a 
Aon single-hand with his whetted shafts like the A aura host 
by Skanda (the celestial generalissimo), thy warriors and thy 
sons cast vacant looks on all sides."*" Their mouths became 
dry ; their eyes became restless ; their bodies were covered 
with sweat ; and their hair stood on end. Hopeless of van- 
quishing their foe, thy set their hearts on flying away firom 
the field." Desirous of saving their lives, they called one 
another by their names and the names of their families, and 
abandoning their wounded sons and sires and brothers and kins- 
men and relatives by marriage lying around on the field, they 
endeavoured to fly away, urging their steeds and elephants (to 
their utmost speed).’ ”*• 


* ChirwmhutAn (fiengi) is better than QMmwWMikhin. 






Section XXXVII. 

"Sanjaya said, — 'Beholding hia army routed by Subhadr&’s 
son of immeasurable energy, Duryodhana, filled with rage^ 
bimself proceeded against the former.* Seeing the king turn 
back towards Subhadra’s son in battle, Drona, addressing all 
the (Kaurava) warriors, said,-— Rescue the king.** Before us, 
in our very sight, the valiant Abhimanyu is slaying all he aims 
at. Bush ye, therefore, speedily against him, without fear, 
and protect the Kuru king 1® — Then many grateful and mighty 
warriors, having Duryodhana’s good at heart and always graced 
with victory, inspired with fear, surrounded thy son.* And 
Drona, and Drona’s son, and Kripa, and Karna, and Kritavar- 
man, and Suvala’s son, and Vrihadvala, and the ruler of the 
Madras, and Bhuri, ^and Bhuri<;ravas, and Cala,‘ and Paurava, 
and Vrishasena, shooting sharp shafts, checked Subhadra’s son 
by means of those arrowy showers.* Confounding him with 
those showers of shafts, they rescued Duryodhana. The son 
of Arjuna, however, brooked not that act of snatching a mor- 
sel from his mouth.’ Covering those mighty car-warriors, 
their charioteers, and steeds with thick showers of arrows and 
causing them to turn back, the son of Subhadra uttered a 
leonine roar.* Hearing that roar of his resembling that of 
a lion hungering after prey, those angry car-warriors headed 
by Drona, brooked it not.* Encompassing him on all sides, 
d sire, with a large body of cars, they shot at him showers of 
diverse kinds of arrows.** Thy grandson, however, cut them off 
in the welkin (before any of them could reach him) by means of 
sharp shafts, and then pierced all of them with his shafts. That 
feat of his seemed exceedingly wonderful,** Provoked by him 
thus by means of those shafts of his that resembled snakes 
of virulent poison, they surrounded that unretreating son of 
'Subhadra, desirous of slaying him.** That sea of (Kaurava) 
troops, however, O bull of Bharata’s race, the son of Arjuna 
singly held in check by means of his shafts like the continent 

' ' .-A 'l im " 

* The second half of the second line of 2 is vicious in the Bengal 
texts.— T. 


V 



ftiDIIl Farva ] dbona parva. 121 

reHisting the surging ocean,^* And among those heroes thus 
fighting with and striking one another, vis;,, Abhimanyu and 
his on one side and all those warriors together on the otheti 
none turned back from the field.** In that dreadful and fierce 
battle Dussaha pierced Abhimanyu with nine shafts.** * And 
Dus<jasana pierced him Avith a dozen ; and Caradwat’s eon Kri« 
pa, with three. And Drona pierced him with seventeen shafts, 
each resembling a snake of virulent poison.*® And Viving5ati 
pierced him with seventy shafts, and Kritavarman with seven* 
And Vrihadvala pierced him with eight, and A^wtthaman with 
seven shafts.*^ And Bhuri<jravas pierced him with three shafts 
and the ruler of the Madras with six. And Cakuni pierced 
him with two, and king Duryodhana with three shafts.** The 
valiant Abhimanyu, however, O king, seemingly dancing on 
his car, pierced each of those warriors in ‘return with three 
shafts,** Then Abhimanyu, filled with rage in consequence of 
thy sons endeavouring to frighten him thus, displayed the 
wonderful strength he had acquired from culture and practice.*® 
Borne by his well-broken steeds endued with the speed of 
Garuda or the Wind, and thoroughly obedient to the behests 
of him who held their reins, he quickly checked the heir of 
A^maka.** Staying before him, the handsome son of Agmaka, 
endued with great might, pierced him with ten shafts and, ad- 
dressing him, said, — Wait, — Wait,^* Abhimanyu then, with 
ten shafts, cut off the former s steeds and charioteer and standard 
and two arms and bow and head, and caused them to fall down 
on the earth, smiling the while.** After the heroic ruler of the 
A^raakas had thus been slain by the son of Subhadra, the whole 
of his force wavered and began to fly away from the field,*® 
Then Kama, and Kripa, and Drona, and Drona's son, and the 
ruler of the Gandharas, and Ca^a; and Galya, and Bhuri^ravas, 
and Kratha, and Somadatta, and Viving<;ati,*® and Vrishasena, 
and Sushena, and Kundavedhin, and Pratarddana, and Vrinda- 
raka, and Lilithya, and Pravahu, and Dirghalochana,*® and the 
angry Duryodhana, showered their arrows upon him. Then 
Abhimanyu, excessively pierced by those great bowmen with 
their straight shafts,*^ sped a shaft at Karna^ which was capable 
of piercing through every tarmour and body. That shaft, piercing 
16 
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through Kama’s coat of mail and then his body,** entered the 
earth like a snake piercing through an ant-hill. Deeply pierced, 
Kama felt great pain and became perfectly helpless.*® Indeed, 
Kama began to tremble in that battle like a hill during an 
earth-(!iuake. Then with three other shafts of great sharp- 
ness, the* mighty son of Arjuna, excited with rage, slew those 
three warriors, viz,, Sushena, Dirghalochana,'and Kundavedhin, 
Meanwhile, Kama (recovering from the shock) pierced Abhi- 
manyu with five and twenty shafts.*®’®^ And A 9 wathaman 
struck him with twenty, and Kritavarman with seven. Cover- 
ed all over with arrows, that son of Cakra’s son, filled with 
rage,®* careered over the field. And he was regarded by all the 
troops as Yama’s self armed with the noose. He then scattered 
over Calya, who happened to be near him, thick showers of 
arrows.*® That mighty-armed warrior then uttered loud shouts, 
frightening thy troops therewith. Meanwhile, Calya, pierced 
by Abhimanyu accomplished in weapons, with straight shafts 
penetrating into his very vitals,®^ sat down on the terrace of his 
ear and swooned away. Beholding Calya thus pierced by the 
celebrated son of Subhadra,®* all the troops fled away in the 
very sight of Bharadwaja’s son. Seeing that mighty-armed 
warrior, viz,, Calya, thus covered with shafts of golden wings, 
thy army fled away like a herd of deer afflicted by a lion.*® 
And Abhimanyu, glorified by the Pitris, the gods, and Cha- 
ranas, and Siddhas, as also by diverse classes of creatures on 
the Earth, with praises about (his heroism and skill in) battle, 
looked resplendent like a sacrificial fire drenched with clarified 
butter.’ ”®^ 


Section XXXVIII. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘While Arjuna’s son was thus grind- 
ing, by means, of his straight arrows, our foremost of bowmen, 
what w^riors of my army endeavoured to check him ?’* 

“Silhjaya said, — ‘Hear, 0 king, of the splendid prowess in 
battle of fhe youthful Abhimanyu while engaged in breaking 
the car-ranks (of the Kauravas) protected by the son of Bhara'* 
dwaja himself 1* 
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' “ ‘Beholding the ruler of the Madras disabled in battle by 
Subhadra’s son with his shafts, the younger brother of Oalya, 
filled with wrath, advanced against Abhimanyu, scattering his 
shafts.* Arjunas son, however, endued with great lightness 
of hand, cut off his antagonist’s head and neck, arms and feet, 
his four steeds, umbrella, standard, and charioteer, his Cripple 
bamboo-pole, his (bed on the car), his car-wheels, Tiis yoke, 
and shafts, and quiver, and car-bottom, by means of his arrows, 
as also his banner, and every other implement of battle with 
which his car was equipt. So quick were his movements that 
none could obtain a sight of his person. Deprived of life, that 
foremost and chief of all ornaments of battle fell down on the 
earth,*'® like a huge hill uprooted by a mighty tempest. His 
followers then, struck with fear, fled away in all directions.* 
Beholding that feat of the son of Arjuna, all creatures were 
highly gratified, and cheered him, O Bharata, with loud shouts 
of — Excellent, Excellent ’ 

“ ‘After Galya’s brother had thus been slain, many followers 
of his, loudly proclaming their families, places of residence, 
and names, rushed against Arjuna’s son, filled with rage and 
armed with diverse weapons. Some of them were on cars, 
some on steeds, and some on elephants ; and others advanced 
on foot. A nd all of them were endued with fierce might.®"^® 
And they rushed frightening the son of Aijuna with the loud 
whi^z of their arrows, the deep roar of their car-wheels, their 
fierce whoops and shouts and cries, their leonine roars, the loud 
twang of their bowstrings, and the slaps of their palms. And 
they said , — Thon shedt not escape us with life today — 
Hearing them say so, the son of Subhadra, smiling the while, 
pierced with his shafts those amongst them that had pierced him 
first.** Displaying diverse wcapans of beautiful look and groat 
celerity, the heroic son of Arjuna battled mildly with them.** 
Those weapons that he had received from Vasudeva, and those 
that he had received from Dhananjaya, Abhimanyu displayed 
in the very same way as Vasudeva and Dhananjaya.** Disre- 
garding the heavy burthen he had taken upon himself and 
casting off all fear, he repeatedly shot his arrows. *No interval, 
again, could be noticed between his aiming and letting off an 
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arrow,** Only his trembling bow drawn to a circle conld be seen 
on every side» looking like the blazing disc of the autumnal 
Sun.*^ And the twang of his bow, and the slap of his palms, 
O Bharata, vrere hoard to resemble the roar of clouds charged 
with thunder.*® Modast, wrathful, reverential to superiors, 
and exceedingly handsome, the son of Subhadra, out of regard 
for the hostile heroes, fought with them mildly,** Commen- 
cing mildly, O king, he gradually became fierce, like the illus- 
trious maker of the day when autumn comes after the seaso-n 
of the rains is over.®* Like the Sun himself shedding his rays, 
Abhimanyu, filled with wrath, shot hundreds and thosuands 
of whetted arrows furnished with golden wings.** In the very 
sight of Bharadwaja’s son, that celebrated warrior covered the 
car-division of the Kaurava army with diverse kinds of ar- 
rows.^®* Thereupon that army, thus afflicted by Abhimanyu 
with his shafts, turned its back on the field.’ 


Section XXXIX. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — 'My heart, O Sanjaya, is inspired 
with different sentiments, viz.^ shame and gratification, upon 
hearing that Subhadra’s son singly held in check the whole 
army of my son.* O son of Gavalgana, tell me everything 
once more in detail about the encounter of the youthful Abhi- 
manyu which seems to have been pretty like Skanda’s encounter 
with the Aswa host !’* 

“Sanjaya said, — T will relate to thee that fearful encounter, 
that fierce battle, as it took place between one and the many.* 
Mounted upon his car, Abhimanyu, with great daring, showered 

* I omit the names as they occur in the text. These are (1) Kahura- 
prast t. arrows sharp as razors, (2) Vatsadantas^ t. e., arrows having 
heads like a calf«>tooth ; (3) Vipdthas^ i. e., long ax^mws having stout 
bodies ; (4) Ndrdekas^ also long arrows ; Ardha-chandrdibkais^ i, e., look- 
ing likeihafts furnished with heads of the form of the half-moon ; it is 
an adjective qualifying Ndrdekais ; (5) Anjalikds were broad-headed 

E^hafts. — T. 
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his arrows on the warriors of thy army mounted on their <m9, 
all of whom were chastisers of foes, endued with great coursge 
Careering with great activity like a circle of fire, he pierced 
'Drom, and Kama, and Kripa, and Galya and Drona's son, and 
Kritavarman of the Bhoja race, and Vrihadvala, and Dnryo- 
dhana, and Somadatti, and the mighty Cakuni, and diverse kings 
and diverse princes, and diverse bodies of troops.®"®^ While en- 
gaged in slaying his foes by means of superior weapons, the 
valiant son of Subhadra, endued with mighty energy, seemed, O 
Bharata, to be present everywhere Beholding that conduct 
of Subhadra*s son of immeasurable energy, thy troops trembled 
repeatedly.® Seeing that warrior of great proficiency in battle, 
Bhardwaja’s son of great wisdom, with eyes expanded in joy, 
quickly came towards Kripa, and addressing him, said,® as if 
crushing (by that speech of his) the very vitals of thy son, O 
Bharata, the following words — Yonder cometh the youthful 
son of Subhadra at the head of the Parthas, delighting all his 
friends, and king Yudhishthira,^ and Nakula, and Sahadeva, 
and Bhimasena the son of Pandu, and all his kinsmen, and 
relatives by marriage, and all who are watching the battle as 
spectators without taking any part in iz !^® I do not regard 
any bowman to be his equal in battle ! If only ho enter- 
tains the wish, he can slay this vast host 1 It seems, that for 
some reason or other, he doth not entertain that wish — Hear- 
ing these words of Drona, so expressive of the gratification he 
felt, thy son, enraged with Abhimanyu, looked at Drona, 
faintly smiling the while.^'^ Indeed, Duryodhana said unto 
Kama and king Valhika and Dusgasana and the ruler of the 
Madras and the many other mighty car-warriors of his army, 
these words — The preceptor of the entire order of 'Kshatri- 
yas^ — he that is the foremost of all conversant with Brahma^ 
doth not, from stupefaction, wish to slay, this son of Arjuna !^® 
None can, in battle, escape the preceptor with life, not even 
the Destroyer himself if the latter advanceth against the pre- 
ceptor as a foe ! What, O friend, shall we say then of any 
mortal.? I say this truly This one is the son of Arjuna, 
and Arjuna is the preceptor's disciple. It is for this that the 
preceptor protecteth jbhis youth ! Disciples and sons and their 
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sons are always dear to virtuous people.*** Protected by 
Drona, the youthful son of Aijuna regardeth himself valorous. 
He is only a fool entertaining a high opinion of himself! 
Crush him, therefore, without delay !** — Thus addressed by the 
Kuru king, those warriors, O monarch, excited with rage and 
desirous of slaying their foe, rushed, in the very sight of 
Drona, at the son of (Subhadra) that daughter of the Satwata 
race.*® Dus^asana, in particular, that tiger among the Kurus> 
hearing those words of Duryodhana, answered the latter, say- 
ing,** — O monarch, I tell thee that even I will slay this one 
in the very sight of the Fandavas and before the eyes of the 
Panchalas!** I shall certainly devour the son of Subhadra 
today like Rdhu swallowing Surya ! — And once more address- 
ing the Kurn king loudly, Dus^asana said,*® — Hearing that 
Subhadra’s son hath been slain by me, the two Krishnas, who 
are exceedingly vain, will, without doubt, go to the region of 
the departed spirits, leaving this world of men !** Hearing 
then of the death of the two Krishnas, it is evident that the 
other sons born of Pandu’s wives, with all their friends, will, 
in course of a single day, cast away their lives from despair !** 
It is evident, therefore, that this one foe of thine being slain, all 
thy foes will be slain ! Wish me well, O king, even I will slay 
this foe of thine !** — Having said these words, O king, thy son 
Dus^asana, filled with rage and uttering a loud roar, rushed 
against the son of Subhadra and covered him with showers of 
arrows.** Abhimanyu then, O chastiser of foes, received that 
son of thine thus advancing upon him wrathfully, with six and 
twenty arrows of sharp points.** Dus9asana, however, filled 
with rage, and looking like an infuriate elephant, fought des- 
perately with Abhimanyu the son of Subhadra, in that battle.** 
Both of them masters in car-fight, they fought on, describing 
beautiful circles with their cars, one of them to the left and the 
other to the right.*® The warriors then, with their Panavas 
and Mridangas and Dundubhis and Kralcachas and great 
Anakaa and Bkeris and Jharjharaa, caused a deafening noise 

* The Bengal texfa read the Bombay reading is Dhar- 

min&m, — T. 
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mingled with leonine roars, such as arise from the great re- 
eeptacle of salt waters.’ ”•** 


Section XL. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Then the intelligent Abhimanyu, with 
limbs mangled with arrows, smilingly addressed his foe Dus- 
^asana stationed before him, saying,* — By good luck it is that 
I behold in battle that vain hero arrived before me, who is 
cruel, who hath cast away all righteousness, and who bawletb 
out lustily his own praises !* In the assembly (of the Kurus) 
and in the hearing of king Dhritarashtra, thou hadst, with thy 
harsh speeches, angeied king Yudhishthira !* Relying on the 
deception of the dice and the skill (therein) of Suvala’s son, 
thou hadst also, maddened by success, addressed many delirious 
speeches to Bhima ‘•f’* In consequence of the anger of those 
illustrious persons, thou art at last about to obtain the fruit of 
that conduct of thine !$ O thou of wicked understanding, obtain 
then without delay the fruit of the robbery of other people’s 
possessio.is, of wrathfulness, of thy hatred of peace, of avarice, 
of ignorance, of hostilities (with kinsmen), of injustice and 
persecution, of depriving my sires, those fierce bowmen, of 
their kingdom, and of thy own fierce temper ! I shall today 
chastise thet with my arro .vs in the sight of the whole army !*** 
Today I shall in battle disburden myself of that wrath which 
I cherish against thee ! I shall today free myself of the debt 
I owe to the angry Krishne and to my sire who always cravetb 
for an opportunity to chast ’e thee !• O Kauravya, today I 
shall free myself oi the debt 1 owe to Bhima ! With life 
thou shalt not escape me, if, indeed, thou dost not abandon 
the battle !’ — Having said these words, that mighty-armed 
warrior, that slayer of hostile heroes, aimed a shaft endued 
with the splendour of Yama or of Agni or of the Wind-god, 

* These are the names of diverse kinds of drums small and large.~-T, 

t I adopt the Bombay reading of the 1st line of 4.— T. 

t The fruit being the present encounter with Abhimanyu in which 
Dtts^sana, according to Abhimanyu, shall hare to lay down his life.— T. 




128 MXHABHAEATA. [ABBIkAKfU^ 

md capable of despatching Dusgasana to the other world/* 
Quickly approaching Dus9asana’a bosom, that shaft fell upon 
his shoulder-joint and penetrated into his body up to the very 
wings like a snake into an ant-hill/^ And soon Abhimanyu 
once more struck him with five and twenty arrows whose touch 
resembled that of fire and which were sped from his bow di^awn 
to its fullest stretch/* Deeply pierced and greatly pained, 
DusQasana sat down on the terrace of his car, and was, O 
king, overtaken by a swoon/* Afflicted thus with the arrows 
of Subhadra’s son and deprived of his senses, Dusgasana 
was speedly borne away from the midst of the fight by hia 
charioteer/^ Beholding this, the Pandavas, the five sons of 
Draupadi, Virata, the Panchalas, and the Kekayas, uttered 
leonine shouts/® And the troops of the Pandavas, filled with 
joy, caused diverse k^nds of musical instruments to be beat 
and blown/* Beholding that feat of Subhadra's son they 
laughed with joy. Seeing that implacable and proud foe of 
theirs thus vanquished/^ those mighty nar-warriors, viz,, the 
(five) sons of Draupadi who had on their banners the images 
of Yama and Maruta and Cakra and the twin AQwins,'® as also 
Satyaki, and Chekitana, and Dhrishtadyumna, and Cikhandin, 
and the Kekayas, and Dhrishtaketu, and the Matsyas, and 
the Panchalas, and the Srinjayas,^* and the Pandavas, headed 
by Yudhishthira, were filled with joy. And all of them rushed 
with speed, desirous of piercing Drona's array.*® Then a 
dreadful battle took place between thy warriors and those of 
the foe. All of them were unrotreating heroes and inspired by 
desire of victory.** During the progress of that dreadful en- 
counter, Duryodhana, O monarch, addressing the son of Radha, 
daid,**— Behold, the heroic Dus9asana, who resembleth the 
scorching Suu and who was hitherto slaying the foe in battle, 
hath at last himself succumbed to Abhimanyu !*® The Pan- 
davas also, filled with rage and looking fierce like mighty 
lionS) are rushing towards us, desirous of rescuing the son of 
SubhadrS 1** — Thus addressed, Kama, filled with rage, and 
desirous of dping good to thy son, rained showers of sharp 
arrows on the invincible Abhimanyu/® And the heroic Kama, 
as if in contempt? of his antagonist, also pierced the latter's 
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followers on the field of battle, with many excellent shafts of 
great sharpness.*® The high-souled Abhimanyu, however, O 
king, desirous of proceeding against Drona, quickly pierced 
Radha's son with three and seventy shafts.*’^ No car- warrior of 
thy army succeeded at that time in obstructing the progress, 
towards Drona, of Abhimanyu, who was the son of Iiidra's son 
and who was afflicting all the foremost car-warriors of the Kan- 
rava host.** Then Kama, that most honored * of all bowmen, 
desirous of obtaining victory, pierced the son of Subhadra with 
hundreds of arrows, displaying his best weapons.** That fore- 
most of all persons conversant with weapons, that valiant dis- 
ciple of Rama, by means of his weapons, thus afflicted Abhi- 
manyu who was incapable of being defeated by foes.*® Though 
afflicted in battle by Radha s son with showers of weapons, still 
Subhadra’s son who resembled a very celestial (for prowess) felt 
no pain.*^ With his straight shafts whetted on stone and fur- 
nished with sharp points, the son of Arjuna, cutting off the bows 
of many heroic warriors, began to afflict Kama in return.** 
With shafts resembling snakes of virulent poison and shot from 
his bow drawn to a circle, Abhimanyu quickly cut off the um- 
brella, the standard, the charioteer, and the steeds of Kama, 
smiling the while.** Kama then sped five straight arrows at 
Abhimanyu. The son of Phalgiina, however, received them fear- 
lessly.*^ Endued with groat valour and courage, the latter then, 
in a moment, with only a single arrow, cut off Karna^s bow and 
standard and caused them to drop down on the ground.** Be- 
holding Kama in such distress, his younger brother, drawing 
the bow with great force, speedily proceeded against the son 
of Subhadra.*® The Parthas then, and their followers, uttered 
loud shouts and beat their musical instruments and applauded 
the son of Subhadra [for his heroism].'''*’ 


Section XLI. 

‘^Sanjaya said, — 'Then the younger brother of Kama, utter- 
ing loud roars, bow in hand, and repeatedly sti;^tching the 
bowstring, quickly placed himself between those two illus- 
trious warriors.^ And Biarna s brother, with ten shafts, pierced 
17 
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the invincible Abhimanyu and his umbrella and standard and 
charioteer and steeds, smiling the while,® Beholding Abhi- 
manyu thus afflicted with those arrows although he had achiev- 
ed those superhuman feats after the manner of his sire and 
grandsijre, the warriors of thy army were filled with delight.® 
Then Abhimanyu, forcibly bending the bow and smiling the 
while, with one winged arrow cut off his antagonist's head. 
That head, severed from the trunk, fell down on the earth.® 
Beholding his brother slain, and overthrown like a Karnikara 
tree shaken and thrown down by the wind from the mountain- 
top, Kama, O monarch, was filled with pain.® Meanwhile, the 
son of Subhadra, causing Kama by means of his arrows to 
turn away from the field, quickly rushed against the other 
great bowmen,® Then Abhimanyu of fierce energy and great 
fame, filled with )vrath, broke that host of diverse forces 
abounding with elephants and steeds and cars and infantry.'^ 
As regards Kama, afflicted by Abhimanyu with countless 
shafts, ho fled away from the field, borne by swift steeds. 
The Kaurava array then broke.® When the welkin was covered 
with Abhimanyu’s shafts like flights of locusts or thick showers 
of rain, nothing, O monarch, could be distinguished.® Amongst 
thy warriors thus slaughtered by Abhimanyu with sharp shafts, 
none, O monarch, stayed any longer on the field of battle 
except the ruler of the Sindhus.^® Then that bull among 
men, viz,^ the son of Subhadra, blowing his conch, speedily 
fell upon the Bharata host, O bull of Bharata's race.^^ Like 
a burning brand thrown into the midst of a heap of dry grass, 
Arjuna's son began to consume his foes, quickly careering through 
the Kaurava army,** Having pierced through their array, 
he mangled cars and elephants and steeds and human beings by 
means of his sharp shafts, and caused the field . of battle to 
teem with headless trunks.*® Cut off by means of excellent 
arrows sped from the bow of Subhadra's son, the Kaurava 
warriors fled away, slaying, as they fled, their own comrades 
before them.*®: Those fierce arrows, of terrible effect, whet- 
ted on sto,ne and countless in number, slaying car-warriors 
and elephants and steeds, fell fast on the field.*®’ Arms, 
deoked with Angadaa and other or^iaments of gold, cut off 
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from trunks, lay scattered about, with maces and other wea- 
pons in grasp and hands cased in leathern fences/® And arrows, 
and bows, and scimitars, and bodies and heads decked with 
ear-rings and floral wreaths, lay in thousands on the field/^ 
Obstructed with Upashkaras and Adhishthdnas and lo^g poles, 
as also with crushed AJcshas and broken wheels and yokes, 
numbering thousands,^ with darts and bows and swords and 
fallen standards, and with shields and bows ahd arrows lying 
all about, with the bodies, O monarch, of slain Kshatriyas 
and steeds and elephants, the field of battle, looking exceed- 
ingly fierce, soon became impassable/® The noise made by 
the princes as they called upon one another while slaugh- 
tered by Abhimanyu, became defeaning and enhanced the fears 
of the timid/^ That noise, O chief of the Bharatas, filled all 
the points of the compass. The son of Snbhadra rushed 
against the (Kaurava) troops, slaying foremost of car-warriors 
and steeds and elephants/* Quickly consuming his foes, like 
a fire sporting in the midst of a heap of dry grass, the son of 
Arjiina was seen careering through the midst of the Bharata 
army/^ Encompassed as he was by our troops and covered 
with dust, none of us could obtain a sight of that warrior 
when, O Bharata, he was careeing over the field in all direc- 
tions, cardinal and subsidiary/* And he took the lives of 
steeds and elephants and human warriors, O Bharata, almost; 
incessantly. And soon after we saw him (come out of the 
press). Indeed, O monarch, we beheld him then scorching 
his foes like the meridian Sun (scorching everything with his 
rays). Equal to Vasava himself in battle, that son of Vasa- 
va’s son, viz,, Abhimanyu, looked resplendent in the midst of 
the (hostile) army.' 


Section XLII. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘A mere child in years, brought up 
in great luxury, proud of the strength of his arms, accomplish- 
ed in battle, endued with great heroism,, the pgrpetuator of 
his race, and prepared to lay down his life,^ when Abhimanyu 

. " " ’ ""A” " " ' ' - ' ■ " 

* These are particular limbs of cars,— T. 
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penetrated into the Kaurava army, borne on hie three year old 
steeds of proud mettle, was there anybody in Yudhishtbira’s 
army, any great warrior, that followed the son of Arjnna ?’* 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Yudhishthira, and Bhimasena, and Ci- 
khandin, and Satyaki, and the twins Nakula and Sahadeva, 
and Dhris)ifcadyumna, and Virata, and Drupada, and Kekaya,* 
and Dhristakotu, all filled with wrath, and the Matsya war- 
riors, rushed to battle. Indeed, Abhimanyu’s sires, accompani- 
ed by his maternal uncles, — those smiters of foes, — arrayed in 
order of battle, rushed by the self-same path that Abhimanyn 
had created, desirous of rescuing him. Beholding those rush- 
ing heroes, thy troops turned away from the fight.^'* Seeing 
then that vast army of thy son turning away from the fight, 
thy son-in-law of great energy rushed to rally them.* Indeed, 
king Jayadratha, the son of the ruler of the Sindhus, checked, 
with all their followers, the Parthas desirous of rescuing their 
son.’^ That fierce and great bowman, viz,, the son of Vriddha- 
kshatra, invoking into existence his celestial weapons, resisted 
the Pandavas, like an elephant sporting in a low land 

**Dhritarashtra said, — T think, O Sanjaya, that heavy was 
the burthen thrown upon the ruler of the Sindhus inasmuch 
as, alone, he had to resist the angry Pandavas desirous of 
rescuing their son I® Exceedingly wonderful, I think, was the 
might and heroism of the ruler of the Sindhus. Tell me what 
that high-souled warrior s prowess was and how he accomplish- 
ed that foremost of feats What gifts did he make, what 
libations had he poured, what sacrifices had he performed, what 
ascetic austerities had he well undergone, in consequence of 
which, single-handed, he succeeded in checking the Parthas 
excited with wrath 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘On the occasion of the ravishment of 
Draupadi, Jayadratha was vanquished by Bhimasena. From 
a keen sense of his humiliation, the king practised the severest 
of ascetic austerities, desirous of a boon/® Restraining his 

* Pramnd&iva is explained by Nilakantha as nimnadegam prdp^a, 
Thfe meaning seems to be, as I have put it, “like an elephant in a low 
land, i. land c6%ered with mud and wajer.— T. 
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senses from all objects dear to them, bearing hunger, thirst, and 
heat, he reduced his body till his swollen veins became visible/* 
Uttering the eternal words of the Veda, he paid his adorations 
to the god Mahadeva. That illustrious Deity, always inspired 
with compassion for his devotees, at last became kind towards 
him/* Indeed, Kara, appearing in a dream unto the s,on of th® 
ruler of the Sindhus, addressed him, saying, — Solicit the 
boon thou desirest ! I am gratified with thee,'0 Jayadratha ! 
What dost thou desire ?'* — Thus addressed by Mahadeva, Jayad- 
ratha the ruler of the Sindhus bowed down unto him and 
said with joined hands and restrained soul,“ — Alone, on a 
single car, I shall check in battle all the sons of Pandu, endued 
though they are with terrible energy and prowess ! — Even this, 

0 Bharata, was the boon he solicited/’ Thus solicited, that 
foremost of deities said unto Jayadratha, — O amiable one, 

1 give thee the boon. Excepting Dhananjaya the son of 
Pritha,’® thou shalt in battle check the four other sons of 
Pandu ! — So be it, — said Jayadratha unto that Lord of the gods 
and then awoke, O monarch, from his slumhers.'® In conse- 
quence of that boon which he had received and of the strength 
also of his celestial weapons, Jayadratha, single-handed, hold 
in check the entire army of the Pandavas !*® The twang of his 
bowstring and the slaps of his palms inspired the hostile Ksha- 
triyas with fear, filling thy troops, at the same time, with 
delight.®* And the Kshatriyas (of the Kuru army), behold- 
ing that the burthen was taken up by the ruler of the Sindhus, 
rushed with loud shouts, O monarch, to that part of the field 
where Yudhishthira’s army was.’ ”** 

Section XLIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Thou askest me, O monarch, about the 
prowess of the ruler of the Sindhus, Listen to me as I 
describe in detail how he fought with the Pandavas !* Large 
steeds of the Sindhu breed, well trained and fleet as the 
wind, and obedient to the commands of the charioteer, bore 
him (on that occasion).® His car, duly equipt, looked. Ilk® 
a vapoury, edifice in tbe welkin, His standard, bearing the 
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device of a large boar in silver, looked exceedingly beautiful.^ 
With his white umbrella, and banners, and the yak tails with 
which he was fanned, — :regal indications these, — he shone like 
the Moon himself in the firmament.^ His car-fence made of 
iron w^s decked with pearls and diamonds and gems and gold. 
And it looked resplendent like the firmament bespangled with 
luminous bodies,® Drawing his large bow and scattering count- 
less shafts, he cfnce more filled up that array in those places 
where openings had been made by the son of Arjuna.® And he 
pierced Satyaki with three arrows, and Vrikodara with eight * 
and having pierced Dhrishtadyumna with sixty arrows he pierced 
Drupada with five sharp ones, and Cikhandin with ten. Pierc- 
ing then the Kaikeyas with five and twenty arrows, Jayadratha 
pierced each of the five sons of Draupadi with three arrows.'^"® 
And piercing Yudhishthira then with seventy arrows, the 
ruler of the Sindhus pierced the other heroes of the Pandava 
army with thick showers of shafts. And that feat of his seem- 
ed exceedingly wonderful.® Then, O monarch, the valiant son 
of Dharma, aiming Jayadratha s bow, cut it off with a polished 
and well-tempered shaft, smiling the while.^® Within the twink- 
ling, however, of the eye, the ruler of the Sindhus took up 
another bow and, piercing Partha (Yudhisthira) with ten arrows, 
struck each of the others with three shafts.^ Marking that light- 
ness of hands showed by Jayadratha, Bhima then, with three 
broad-headed shafts, quickly felled on the earth his bow, stand- 
ard, and umbrella.^* The mighty Jayadratha then, taking up 
another bow, stringed it and felled Bhima’s standard and bow 
and steeds, O sire 1** His bow cut off, Bhimasena then, jump- 
ing down from that excellent car whose steeds had been slain, 
mounted on the car of Satyaki like a lion jumping to the top 
of a mountain.^* Seeing this, thy troops were filled with joy. 
And they loudly cried — Excellent^ Ecellent ! — And they repeat- 
edly applauded that feat of the ruler of the Sindhus.^® In- 
deed, all creatures highly applauded that feat of his which 
consisted in his 'resisting, single-handed, all the Pandavas to- 
gether excited virith wrath.’^* The path that the son of Subhadra 
had made for the Pandavas by slaying numerous warriors and 
elephants was then filled up by the rule? of the Sindhus.'^ In^ 
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deed, those heroes, viz., the Matsyas, the Panchalas, the Kaike- 
j'as, and the Pandavas, exerting themselves vigorously, suc- 
ceeded in approaching the presence of Jayadratha, but none of 
frhem could bear him.’* Every one amongst thy enemies who 
endeavoured to pierce the array that had been formed by Drona, 
was checked by the ruler of the Sin^hus in consequence ’of the 
boon he had got (from Mahadeva).’ * 


Section XLIV, 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘When the ruler of the Sindhus checked 
the Pandavas desirous of success, the battle that took place then 
between thy troops and the enenoy became awful.’ The invin- 
cible son of Arjuna, of true aim and mighty energy, having 
penetrated into the (Kaurava) array, agitated it like a makara 
agitating the ocean.* Against that chastiser of foes then, viz., 
the son of Subhadra, who was thus agitating the hostile host 
with his arrowy showers, the principal warriors of the Kau- 
rava army rushed, each according to his rank and precedence.* 
The clash between them of immeasurable energy, scattering 
their arrowy showers with great force, on the one side, and 
Abhimanyu alone on the other, became awful.* The son of 
Arjuna, encompassed on all sides by those enemies with crowds 
of cars, slew the charioteer of Yrishasena and also cut off his 
bow.* And the mighty Abhimanyu then pierced Yrishasena’s 
steeds with his straight shafts, upon which those coursers with 
the speed of the wind bore Yrishasena away from the battle.* 
Availing of that opportunity, Abhimanyu’s charioteer freed 
his car from that press by taking it away to another part of 
the field. Those numerous car-warriors then, (beholding this 
feat), were .filled with joy and exclaimed, — Excellent, — Excel- 
lent F — Seeing the lion-like Abhimanyu angrily slaying the 
foe with his shafts and advancing from a distance, Yasatiya, 
proceeding towards him quickly, fell upon him with great 
force.* The latter pierced Abhimanyu with sixty shafts of 
golden wings, and addressing him, said, — As long as I am alive, 
thou shalt not escape me with life 1’ — Cased thougk he was in 
an iron coat of mail, the son of Subhadra pierced him in the 
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chest with a far-rcachiug shaft. Thereupon Vasatiya fell down 
on the earth, deprived of life.*® Beholding Vasatiya slain, 
many bulls among Kshatriyas became filled with wrath, and 
surrounded thy grandson, O king, firom desire of slaying, 
him.** They approached him, stretching their countless bows 
of diverse kinds, and the battle then that took place between 
the son uf Subhadra and his foes was exceedingly fierce.** 
Then the son ,of Phalguna, filled with wrath, cut off their 
arrows and bows, and diverse limbs of their bodies, and their 
heads decked with ear-ings and floral garlands.** And arms 
were seen lopped off, that were adorned with various ornaments 
of gold and that still held scimitars and spiked maces and 
battle-axes and the fingers of which were still cased in 
leathern fences.** [And the earth became strewn]* with 
floral wreaths and ornaments and cloths, with fallen standards, 
with coats of mail and shields and golden chains and dia- 
dems and umbrellas and yak tails ;‘® with TTpashkaras, and 
Adhishtdnpi^, and Dandakas, and Vandhurae ; with crushed 
Aleshas, broken wheels, and yokes, numbering thousands ;-|-*® 
with Anukarshas, and banners, and charioteers, and steeds ; 
as also with broken cars, and elephants, and steeds.*’^ The 
field of battle, strewn with slain Kshatriyas endued (while 
living) with great heroism, — rulers of diverse realms, inspired 
with desire of victory, — presented a fearful sight.** When 
Abhimanyu angrily careered over the field of battle in all 
directions, his very form became invisible.** Only his coat of 
mail, decked with gold, and his ornaments, and bow, and 
shafts, could be seen.*® Indeed, while he slew hostile warriora 
by means of his shafts, staying in their midst like the Sun 
himself in his blazing effulgence, none could gaze at him with 
his eyes.’”** 


Section XLV. 

“Saniaya said, — ‘Engaged in taking the lives of brave war- 
riors, i^una’s son then resembled the Destroyer himself when 

.'■• 1 '^" ^ ^ 

* l^jbose wordi occur in 17 lower down, — T, 

i These are l^hs of cars, — T 
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the latter takes the lives of all creatures on the arrival of the 
hour of Universal Dissolution/ Possessed of prowess resem- 
bling that of Oakra himself, the mighty son of Cakra's son, 
viz., Abhimanyu, agitating the Kaurava army, looked exceed- 
ingly resplendent/ Penetrating into the Kaurava hcmt, O 
king, that destroyer of foremost Kshatriyas resembling Yama 
himself, seized Satyacjravas like an infuriate tiger seizing a 
deer/ Beholding Satya^ravas seized by him, many mighty 
car warriors, taking up diverse kinds of weapons, rushed upon 
him/ Indeed, those bulls among Kshatriyas, from a spirit of 
rivalry, rushed at the son of Arjuna from desire of slaying him, 
all exclaiming,—/ shall go first, I shall go first /®— As a whale 
in the sea, obtaining a shoal of small fish, seizes them with 
the greatest ease, even so did Abhimanyu receive that whole 
division of rushing Kshatriyas/ Like rivers that never go back 
when they approach the sea, none amongst those unretreat- 
irig Kshatriyas turned back when they approached Abhimanyu/ 
That army then reeled like a boat tossed on the ocean when 
^ overtaken by a mighty tempest, (with its crew) afflicted with 
panic caused by the violence of the wind/ Then the mighty 
Rukmaratha, son of the ruler of the Madras, for assuring the 
frightened troops, fearlessly said, — Ye heroes, ye need not fear ! 
When I am hero, what is Abhimanyu ? Without doubt, I will 
seize this one a living captive — Having said these words, 

the valiant prince, borne on his beautiful and well-equipt car, 
rushed at Abhimanyu/^ Piercing Abhimanyu with three 
shafts in the chest, three in the right arm, and three other 
sharp shafts in the left arm, he uttered a loud roar/® Phalgu- 
na's son, however, cutting off his bow, his right and left arms, 
and his head adorned with beautiful eyes and eye-brows, quickly 
felled them on the earth/® Beholding Rukmaratha, the honor- 
ed son of Galya, slain by the illustrious son of Snbhadra, that 
Rukmaratha, viz., who had vowed to consume his foe or take 
him alive, many princely friends of Galya’s son, 0 king, 
accomplished in smiting and incapable of being easily defeated 
in battle, and owning standards decked with gold,* (came up 
for the fight)/® Those mighty car-warriors, stretching their 
bows full six cubits long, surrounded the son of Arjuna on 
18 
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all sides, pouring their arrowy showers upon him.’* Behold- 
ing the brave and invincible son of Subhadra singly encoun- 
tered by all those wrathful princes endued with heroism 
and skill acquired by practice and strength and youth, and 
seeing him covered with showers of arrows, Duryodhana re- 
joiced greatly, and regarded Abhimanyu as one already made 
a guest of Yama’s abode.”’** Within the twinkling of an eye, 
those princes, by means of their shafts of golden wings and 
diverse forms and great impetuosity, made Arjuna’s son invisi- 
ble.*’ Himself, his standard, and his car, O sire, were seen by 
us covered with shafts like (trees overwhelmed with) flights of 
Jocusts.*® Deeply pierced, he became filled with rage like an 
elephant struck with the hook. He then, O Bharata, applied 
the Gandharva Aveapon and the illusions consequent on it.^** 
Practising ascetic penances, Arjuna had obtained that weapon 
from the Oandharvaa Tumvuru and others. With that wea- 
pon Abhimanyu now confounded his foes.** Quickly displaying 
his weapons, he careered in that battle like a circle of fire, and 
was, O king, seen sometimes as a single individual, sometimes , 
as a hundred, and sometimes as a thousand.®* Confounding his 
foes by the skill with which his car was guided and by the 
illusion caused by his ’Weapons, he cut into a hundred pieces, 
O monarch, the bodies of the kings (opposed to him).** By 
means of his sharp shafts the lives of living creatures Avere 
despatched. These, 0 king, attained to the other Avorld while 
their bodies fell doAvn on the earth.** Their boAvs, and steeds, 
and charioteers, and standards, and arms decked with Angadas, 
and heads, the son of Phalguna cut off Avith his sharp shafts.** 
Those hundred princes Avere slain and felled by Subhadra’s son 
like a tope of five year old mango trees just on the point of bear- 
ing fruit (laid low by a tempest).*^ Beholding those youthful 
princes brought up in every luxury and resembling angry 
snakes of A'irulent poison, all slain by the single-handed Abhi- 
ma^u, Duryodhana was filled Avith fear.** Seeing (his> car- 
wa^QSS and elephants and steeds and foot-soldiers crushed, 
the Karu kiitig quickly proceeded in wrath against Abhi- 

* The Bombay reading is slightly different. — T, 
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manyu Continuing for only a short space of time, the un- 
finished battle between them became exceedingly fierce. Thy 
son then, afflicted with Abhimanyu’s arrows, was obliged to 
turn back from the fight.' 

Section XLVI. 

'■Dhritaraslitra said, — 'That which thou tellest me, O Suta^ 
about the battle, fierce and terrible, between the one and the 
many, and the victory of that illustrious one,* that story of 
the prowess of Subhadra's son, is highly wonderful and al- 
most incredible ! I do not, however, regard it as a marvel 
that is absolutely beyond belief in the case of those that have 
righteousness for their refuge.* A^fcr Duryodhana was beat 
back and the hundred princes slain, what course was pursued 
by the warriors of my army against the son of Subhadra ?’* 

^'Sanjaya said, — 'Their mouths became dry, and eyes rest- 
less. Sweat covered their bodies, and their hair stood on end. 
Despairing of vanquishing their foe, they became ready to 
leave the field.^ Abandoning their wounded brothers and sires 
and sons and friends and relatives by marriage and kinsmen, 
they fled, urging their steeds and elephants to their utmost 
speed.* Beholding them broken and routed, Drona, and Drona's 
son, and Vrihadvala, and Kripa, and Duryodhana, and Kama,, 
and Kritavarman, and Suvala's son (Cakuni),* rushed in great 
wrath against the unvanquished son of Subhadra, Almost all 
these, O king, were beat back by thy grandson,'^ Only one 
warrior then, viz.^ Lakshmana, brought up in luxury, accom- 
plished in arrows, endued with great energy, and fearless in 
consequence of inexperience and pride, proceeded against the 
son of Arjuna.® Anxious about his son, his father (Duryo- 
dhana) turned back for following him. Other mighty car- 
warriors turned back for following Duryodhana.® All of them 
then drenched Abhimanyu with showers of arrows like the 
clouds pouring rain on the mountain-breast. Abhimanyu, 
however, single-handed, began to crush them like the dry 
winds that blow in every direction destroying gathering 
masses of clouds.*^ Like one infuriate elephant encounter- 
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ing another, Arjuna’s son then encountered thy invincible 
grandson Lakshmana of great personal beauty, endued with 
great bravery, staying near his father with outstreched 
bow, brought up in every luxury, and resembling a second 
prince of the Yakshas.*^*’^^ Encountering Lakshmana, that 
slayer' of hostile heroes, viz., the son of Subhadra, had his 
two arm§ and chest struck with sharp shafts/® Thy grandson, 
the mighty-arnjed Abhimanyu then, filled with rage like a 
snake struck (with a rod), addressing, O king, thy (other) 
grandson, said,*^ — Look well on this world, for thou shalt 
(soon) have to go to the other ! In the very sight of 
all thy kinsmen, I will despatch thee to Yama’s abode — 
Saying thus, that slayer of hostile heroes, viz., the mighty- 
armed son of Subhadra, ta%k out a broad-headed arrow that 
resembled a snake just freed from its slough/® That shaft, 
sped by Abhimanyu s arms, cut off the beautiful head, decked 
with ear-rings, of Lakshmana, that was graced with a beauti- 
ful nose, beautiful eye-brows, and exceedingly good-looking 
ciirls/^ Beholding Lakshmana slain, the troops uttered ex- 
clamations of Oh and Alas. Upon the slaughter of his dear 
son, Duryodhana became filled with rage.^® That bull among 
Kshatriyas then loudly urged the Kshatriyas under him, say- 
ing, — Slay this one ! — Then Drona, and Kripa, and Kama, 
and Drona's son, and Vrihadvala/® and Kritavarman the son 
of Hridika, — these six car- warriors encompassed Abhimanyu. 
Piercing them with sharp arrows and beating them off from 
him, the son of Arjuna fell with great speed and fury upon 
the vast force of Jayadratha. Thereupon the Kalingas, the 
Nishadas, and ;^he valiant son of Kratha, all clad in mail, 
cut off his path by encompassing him with their elephant 
division. The battle then that took place between Phalgufia's 
son and those warriors was obstinate and fierce/®"®* Then the 
son of Arjuna began to destroy that elephant division as the 
wind coursing in every direction destroys vast masses of gather- 
ing clouds in th^ welkin/® Then Kratha covered the son of 

Arjuna. with showers of arrows, while many other car- warriors 

«■ 

* Literally, “like another sou of the Lor^of Treasures,”—^ 
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headed by Drona, having returned to the field, rushed at 
him, scattering high and mighty- weapons- Checking all those 
weapons by means of his own arrows, the son of Arjuna began 
to afflict the son of Kratha’^® with ceaseless showers of shafts, 
using great despatch and inspired by the desire of slaying his 
antagonist. The latter's bow and shafts, and bracelets, and 
two arms, and head decked with diadem,^* and umbrella, and 
standard, and charioteer, and steeds, were all cut off and felled 
by Abhimanyu. When Kratha's son possessed of nobility of 
lineage, good behaviour, acquaintance with the scriptures, great 
strength, fame, and power of arms, was slain, the other heroic 
combatants almost all turned away from the fight.' 

Section XLVII. 

‘‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘While the youthful and invincible 
son of Subhadra, never retreating from battle, was, after pene- 
trating into our array, engaged in achieving feats worthy of 
his lineage, borne by his three year old steeds of great might 
and the best breed, and apparently swimming in the welkin, 
what heroes of my army encompassed him 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Having penetrated into our array, Abhi- 
manyu of Pandu's race, by means of his sharp shafts, made 
all the kings turn away from the fight.® Then Drona, and 
Kripa, and Kama, and Drona's son, and Vrihadvala, and Kri- 
tavarman the son of Hridika, — these six car- warriors, — encom- 
passed him.*^ As regards the other combatants of thy army, 
beholding that Jayadratha had taken upon himself the heavy 
duty (of keeping off the Pandavas), they supported him,^ O 
king, by rushing against Yudhishthira.** Many amongst 
them, endued with great strength, drawing their bows full six 
cubits long, showered on the heroic son of Subhadra arrowy 
downpours like torrents of rain.® Subhadra's son, however, — 
that slayer of hostile heroes, — paralysed by his shafts all those 
great bowmen conversant with every branch of learning.^ And 
he pierced Drona with fifty arrows, and Vrihadvala with 


* 1 expand the 5th a little to make the sense clear.— T. 
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tweaty. And pwpcing Kritavarman with eighty shafts, he 
pierced Kripa with sixty.* And the son of Aijuna pierced 
A<;watthaman with ten arrows equipt with golden wings, en- 
dued with great speed, and shot from his bow drawn to its 
fullest stretch.’ And the son of .Phalguna pierced Kama, in 
the midst of his foes, in one of his ears, with a bright, well- 
tempered,* and barbed arrow of great force.” Felh'ng then the 
steeds yoked to Kripa’s car, as also both his Pcirshni chariot- 
eers, Abhimanyu pierced Kripa himself in the centre of the 
chest with ten arrows.” The mighty Abhimanyu then, in the 
very sight of thy heroic sons, slew the brave Vrindaraka, that 
enhancer of the fame of the Kurus,** While Abhimanyu was 
thus engaged in fearlessly slaying one after another the fore- 
most warriors among his enemies, Drona’s son A^watthaman 
pierced hina with five and twenty small arrows.** The son of 
Arjuna, however, in th6 very sight of all the Dhartarashtras, 
quickly pierced A^watthaman in return, O sire, with many 
whetted shafts.** Drona’s son, however, in return, piercing 
Abhimanyu with sixty fierce arrows of great impetuosity and 
keen sharpness, failed to make him tremble, for the latter, 
pierced by A 9 watthaman, stood immovable like the Mainaka 
mountain,** Endued with great energy, the mighty Abhi- 
manyu then pierced his antagonist with three and seventy 
straight arrows equipt with wings of gold.** Drona then, de- 
sirous of rescuing his son, pierced Abhimanyu with a hundred 
arrows. And A 9 watthaman pierced him with sixty arrows, 
desirous of rescuing his father.** And Kama struck him with 
two and twenty broad-headed arrows, and Kritavarman struck 
him with four and ten. And Vrihadvala pierced him with 
fifty such shafts, and Caradwat’s son Kripa with ten.** Abhi- 
manyu, however, pierced each of these in return with ten 
shafts. The ruler of the Ko9ala3 struck Abhimanyu in the 
chest with a barbed arrow.*® Abhimanyu, however, quickly 
felled on the earth his antagonist’s steeds and standard and bow 
and chmoteer. The ruler of the Ko 9 alas then, thus deprived 
of his car, tofk up a sword and shield,®* and wished to sever 
from Abhiraanyq’s trunk his beautiful head decked with ear- 
rings, Abhiman|ru then pierced king ’Vrihadvala the ruler 
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of the Koqalas, in the chest, with a strong arrow. The latter 
then, with riven heart, fell down. Beholding this, ten thou- 
sand illustrious kings broke and fled.*‘“** Those kings, armed 
with swords and bows, fled away, uttering words inimical (to 
king Duryodhana’s interests).* Having slain Yrihadval^ thus, 
the son of Subhadra careered in battle, - paralysing ^thy war- 
riors, — those great bowmen, — by means of arrowy downpours 
thick as rain.’ ’’f** • 


Section XLVIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Phalguna’s son once more pierced Karna 
in the car with a barbed arrow, and for angering him still 
further, he pierced him with fifty other shafts.* The son of 
Badha pierced Abhimanyu in return with as many shafts. 
Covered all over with arrows, Abhimanyu then, O sire, looked 
exceedingly beautiful.* Filled with rage, he caused Kama also 
to be bathed in blood. Mangled with arrows and covered with 
blood, the brave Karna also shone greatly.f* Both of them 
pierced with arrows, both bathed in blood, those illustrious 
warriors then resembled a couple of flowering Kin^ukas,* 
The son of Subhadra then slew six of Kama’s brave counsellors 
conversant with all modes of warfare, with their steeds and 
charioteers and standards and cars.* As regards the other 
great bowmen, Abhimanyu fearlessly pierced each of. them, in 
return, with ten arrows. That feat of his seemed highly 
T;^onderful.* Slaying next the son of the ruler of the Maga- 
dlias, Abhimanyu, with six straight shafts, slew the youthful 
A9waketu with his four steeds and charioteer.* Then slaying, 
with a sharp razor-headed arrow, the Bhoja prince of Marti- 
kavata bearing the device of an elephant (on his banner), the 
son of Arjuna uttered a loud shout and began to scatter his 

* 1 confers I do not understand what the meaning is of agiva vtchat 
SrijatSm. The rendering I offer is tentative. — T. 

t 1 follow the numbering of the Bengal texts. 23 consists of three 
lines.— T. * 

t In the first line of 3, the correct reading is EarnuncMpyaharat kru- 
dha die., the reading in (he Bengal texts is vicieus^and annteai#g<---T 
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shafts on all sides.* Then the son of Dusijasana pierced the 
four steeds of Abhimanyu with four shafts, his charioteer with 
one, and Abhimanyu himself with ten.® The son of Arjuna 
then, piercing Dus9asana*s son with ten fleet shafts, addressed 
him im a loud tone and, with eyes red in wrath, said,^® — 
Abandoning the battle, thy sire hath fled like a coward. It is 
well that thou knowest how to fight. Thou shalt not, how- 
ever escape today with life !“ — Saying these words unto him, 
Abhimanyu sped a long arrow, well polished by the smith’s 
hand, at his foe. The son of Drona cut that arrow with three 
shafts of his own.^* Leaving A§watthaman alone, Arjuna’s son 
struck Galya with three arrows, Galya, in return, fearlessly 
pierced him, in the chest with nine shafts equipt with vulturine 
feathers. That feat soomod highly wonderful. The son of Arjuna 
then cut off Galya’s bow and slew both his Pdrshni chariot- 
eers.*®*^^ Abhimanyu then pierced Galya himself with six shafts 
made wholly of iron. Thereupon the latter,^ leaving that steed- 
less car, mounted another. Abhimanyu then slew five warriors 
named Gatrunjaya, and Ghandraketu, and Mahamegha, and 
Suvarchas, and Suryabhasa. He then pierced Suvala’s son. The 
latter, piercing Abhimanyu with three arrows, said unto Diiryo- 
dana,*®**® — Let us all together grind this one, else, fighting singly 
with us he will slay us all ! O king, think of the means of slay- 
ing this one, taking counsel with Drona and Kripa and others 
— Then Kama the son of Vikartana said unto Drona, — Abhi- 
manyu grindeth us all I Tell us the means by which we may 
slay him ! — Thus addressed, the mighty bowman Drona, address- 
ing them all, said, — Observing him with vigilance, have any of 
you been able to detect any laches in this youth He is 

careering in all directions. Yet have any of you been able to 
detect today the least hole in him ? Behold the lightness of 
hand and quickness of motion of this lion among men, this son 
of Arjuna !®® In the track of his car, only his bow drawn to a 
circle can be seen# so quickly is he aming his shafts and so quick- 
ly is he letting them off I®* Indeed, this slayer of hostile heroes, 
viz,, the of Subhadra, gratifieth me although he affiicteth 
my vital l^ieaths ? and stupefieth me with his shafts!** Even 
the migh^est of ^/iir-warriors, filled ivitlT wrath, are unable 
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detect my laches in him ! The son of Subhadra, thereforei 
careering on the field of battle, gratifieth me greatly !** I do 
not see that in battle there is any difference between the wielder 
of Qandiva himself and this one of great lightness of hand 
filling all the points of the horizon with his mighty shaft® 
Hearing these words, Kama, affiicted with the shafts .of Arju- 
na’s son, once more said unto Drona, — Exceedingly afflicted 
with the shafts of Abhimanyu, I am staying in battle only be- 
because (as a warrior) I should stay here ! Indeed, the arrows 
of this youth endued with great energy are exceedingly fierce ! 
Terrible as they are and possessed of the energy of fire, those 
arrows are weakening my heart ! — The preceptor then, slowly 
and with a smile, said unto Kama, — Abhimanyu is young* 
His prowess is great. His coat of mail is impenetrable.®®*’®’^ This 
one’s father had been taught by me the method of wearing 
defensive armour. This subjugator of hostile towns assuredly 
knoweth the entire science (of wearing armour).®* With shafts 
well-shot, you can, however, cut off his bow, bowstring, the 
reins of his steeds, the steeds themselves, and the two Parshni 
charioteers.®* O mighty bowman, O son of lladha, if com- 
petent, do this ! Making him turn back from tho' fight (by this 
means). Strike him then With his bow in hand, he is incap- 
able of being vanquished by the very gods and the Asuras 
together ! If you wish, deprive him of his car, and divest him 
of his bow — Hearing these words of the preceptor, Vikar- 
tanas son Kama quickly cut off, by means of his shafts, the 
bow of Abhimanyu as the latter was shooting with great acti- 
vity.*® He of Bhoja’s race (viz., Kritavarman) then slew hia 
steeds; and Kripa slew his two Parshni charioteers. The 
others covered him with showers of arrows after he had beou 
divested of his bow.** Those six great car- warriors, with 
great speed when speed was so necessary, ruthlessly covered 
.that earless youth fighting single-handed with them, with 
showers of arrows.*^ Bowless and earless, with an eye how- 
ever to his duty (as as a warrior), the handsome Abhimanyu, 
taking up a sword and a shield, jumped into the sky.*® Dis-* 
playing great strength and great activity, and describing the 
tracks called Kaugika atfd others, the son of Arjuna fiercely 
^ ■ " 19 - ■' 
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coursed through the sky like the prince of winged creatures 
Garuda ).*^ — Ife may fall upon me, sword in hand , — with 
puch thoughts, those mighty bowmen, on the look out for the 
laches of Abhimanyu, began to pierce him in that battle, with 
their gaze turned upwards.®’ Then Drona of mighty energy, 
that conqueror of foes, with a sharp arrow quickly cut off the 
hilt, decked with gems, of Abhimanyu’s sword.®® Kadha’s son 
Kama, with sharp shafts, cut off his excellent shield. Depriv- 
ed of his sword and shield thus, he came down, with sound 
limbs, from the welkin, upon the earth. Then taking up a 
car-wheel, he rushed in wrath against Drona.®*^ His body 
bright with the dust of car-wheels, and himself holding the car- 
wheel in his upraised arms, Abhimanyu looked exceedingly 
beautiful, and imitating Vasudeva (with his discus), became 
awfully fierce for a while in that battle.'^® His robes dyed with 
the blood flowing (from his wounds), his brow formidable with 
the wrinkles visible thereon, himself uttering loud leonine roars, 
the lord Abhimanyu of immeasurable might, staying in the 
midst of those kings, looked exceedingly resplendent on the 
field of battle.^ 


Section XLIX. 

' Sanjaya said, — ‘That joy of Vishnu's sister, {viz,, Abhi- 
manyu), that Atiratha decked with the weapon of Vishnu him- 
self, looked exceedingly beautiful on the field of battle like a 
second Janarddana.^ With the end of his locks waving in the 
air, with that supreme weapon upraised in his hands, his body 
became incapable of being looked at by the very gods. The 
kings beholding it® and also the wheel in his hands, became 
filled with anxiety. They then cut off that wheel into a hun- 
dred fragments. Then that great car- warrior, viz,, the son of 
Arjuna, took up a mighty mace.® Deprived by them of his bow 
and car and sword, and divested also of his wheel by his foes, 

li'’ ' 

the mi^hty-arpied Abhimanyu (mace in hand) rushed against 
A^Wktthafeani* Beholding that mace upraised which looked 
like the blaztog thunderbolt, Aowatthaman, that tiger among 
men, rapidly blighted from his car ariU took three (long) leaps 
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(for avoiding Abhimanyu).* Slaying A<jwatthaman's steeds and 
two Pdrshni charioteers with that mace of his, Subhadra’s son, 
pierced all over with arrows, looked like a porcupine,* Then 
that hero pressed Suvala’s son Kalikeya down into the earth* 
and slew seven and seventy Gandhara followers of the fatter/ 
Next he slew ten car-warriors of the Brahma-Vasatiya race, 
and then seven car-warriors of the Kaikeyas, and then ten 
huge elephants.* Proceeding next towards the car of Diisga- 
Sana's son, he crushed the latter's car and steeds, pressing them 
down into the earth. The invincible son of Dusgasana then, 
O sire, taking up his mace,® rushed at Abhimanyu, say- 
ing, — Wait, Wait ! — Then those cousins, those two heroes, 
with upraised maces, began to strike each other, desirous of 
achieving each other's death, like the three-eyed (Mahadeva) 
and (the Aaura) Andhaka in days of . old. Each of those chas- 
tisers of foes, struck with the other’s mace-end, fell down on 
the earth like two uprooted standards erected to the honor of 
Indra. Then Dus^asana’s son, that enhancer of the fame of the 
Kurus, rising up first,^*"** struck Abhimanyu with the mace 
on the crown of his head as the latter was on the j)oint of rising. 
Stupefied with the force of that stroke as also with the fatiguo 
he had undergone,^* that slayer of hostile hosts, viz,, the son 
of Subhadra, fell on the earth, deprived of his senses. Thus, 
O king, was one slain by the many in battle, — one who had 
grinded the whole army, like an elephant grinding lotus stalks 
in a lake. As he lay dead on the field, the heroic Abhimanyu 
looked like a wild elephant slain by the hunters.'* The fallen 
hero was then surrounded by thy troops. And he looked like 
an extinguished fire in the summer season after (as it lies) 
having consumed a whole forest or, like a tempest divested 
of its fury after having crushed mountain crests;*^ or, like the 
Sun arrived at the Western hills after having blasted with his 
heat the Bharata host or, like Soma swallowed up by Eahu ; 
or, like the ocean reft of water. The mighty car- warriors of 
thy army; beholding Abhimanyu whose face had the splendour 
of the full moon and whose eyes were rendered ^beautiful iti 

♦ The Bengal texfc^ rea^ Taru~mng<inii i, tree-tops.— T. 
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consequence of lashes black as the feathers of the raven, lying 
prostrate on the bare earth, were filled with great joy. And 
they repeatedly uttered leonine shouts/®-^* Indeed, O monarch, 
thy troops were in transports of joy, while tears fell fast from 
the eyes of the Pandava heroes.®® Beholding the heroic Abhi- 
manyu lying on the field of battle like the moon dropped from 
the firmament, diverse creatures, O king, in the welkin, loudly 
said,®* — Alas, this one lieth on the field, slain, while fighting 
singly, by six mighty car- warriors of the Dhartarashtra army, 
headed by Drona and Kama ! This act hath been, we hold, 
an unrighteous one 1*® — Upon the slaughter of that hero, the 
earth looked exceedingly resplendent like the star-bespangled 
firmament with the Moon.®® Indeed, the earth was strewn 
with shafts equipt with wings of gold, and covered with waves 
of blood. And strewn with the beautiful heads of heroes, 
decked with ear-rings®^ and variegated turbans of great value, 
and banners and yak tails and beautiful blankets, and be- 
gemmed weapons of great efficacy,®® and the bright ornaments 
of cars and steeds and men and elephants, and sharp and well- 
tempered swords looking like snakes freed from their sloughs,*® 
and bows, and broken shafts, and darts, and swords, and lances, 
and Kampanas, and diverse other kinds of weapons, she 
assumed a beautiful aspect.®^ And in consequence of the steeds 
dead or dying but all weltering in blood, with their riders 
(lying about them), fePod by Subhadra's son, the earth in many 
places became inipassablc.®® And with iron hooks, and ele- 
phants — huge as hills — equipt with shields and weapons and 
standards, lying about, crushed with shafts,®® with excellent cars 
deprived of steeds and charioteers and car- warriors, lying scatt- 
ered on the earth, crushed by elephants and looking like agitat- 
ed lakes,®® with large bodies of foot-soldiers decked with diverse 
weapons and lying dead on the ground, the field of battle, wear- 
ing a terrible aa^ct, inspired all timid hearts with terror.®* 
'“Beholding JAbhimanyu, resplendent as the Sun or the 
Moon, lying on ^e ground, thy troops were in transports of joy, 
while the Pandavas were filled with grief.®* When the youth- 
Abhipianyu^yet in his minority fell, the Pandava divisions, 
O king, fled a^ay in the very sight A)f king Yudhishthira,*® 
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Beholding his army breaking upon the fall of Subhadra’s 
son, Yudhishthira addregjsed his brave warriors, saying,** — The 
heroic Abhimanyu, who without retreating from battle hath 
been slain, hath certainly ascended to heaven ! Stay then, and 
fear not, for we shall yet vanquish our foes !** — Endued with 
great energy and great splendour, king Yudhishthira the just, 
that foremost of warriors, saying such words unto his soldiers 
inspired with grief,, endeavoured to dispel their woe.** The 
king continued, — Having, in the first instance, slain in battle 
hostile princes resembling snakes of virulent poison, the son of 
Arjuna hath then given up his life !*^ Having slain ten thou-^ 
sand warriors, and that mighty car-warrior, ui^., the king of 
the Ko^alas, Abhimanyu, who was even like Krishna or Arjuna 
himself, hath assuredly gone to the abode of Indra !** Having 
destroyed cars and steeds and men and elephants by thousands, 
he was still not content with what he did ! Performing as 
ho did such meritorious feats, we should not certainly grieve 
for him ! He hath gone to the bright regions of the righteous^ 
regions that men acquire by meritorious deeds ! — ’ 


Section L. 

‘ Sanjaya said, — ‘Having thus slain one of their foremost 
warriors, and having been afflicted with their arrows, we came 
back to our encampment in the evening, covered with blood.* 
Steadfastly gazed at by the enemy, we slowly left, O monarch, 
the field of battle, having sustained a severe loss and nearly 
deprived of our senses.® Then came that wonderful hour 
intervening .between day and night. Inauspicious howls of 
jackals were heard. The Sun, with the pale-red hue of 
the filaments of the lotus, — sank low in the horizon, having 
approached the Western hills.® And he took away * with him 
the splendour of our swords and darts end rapiers and car- 
fences, and shields and ornaments. Causing the firmament 
and the earth to assume the same hue, the Sun assumed his 
favorite form of fire.* The field of batttle was ^strewn with 
the motionless bodies of innumerable elephants deprived of life, 
looking like crests of*cloud-capt hills riven by the tbunder^ 
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and lying about with their standards and hooks and guides fallen 
from their backs * The earth looked beautiful with large cars 
crushed to pieces and with their warriors and charioteers and 
ornaments and steeds and standards and banners crushed, broken, 
And torn. Those huge cars, O king, looked like living creatures 
deprived, of their lives by the foe with his shafts.® The field 
of battle assumed a fierce and awful form in consequence of 
large numbers 6£ steeds and riders all lying dead, with costly 
trappings and blankets of diverse kinds scattered about, and 
the tongues and teeth and entrails and eyes of those creatures 
dragged out of their places.^ Men decked with costly coats 
of mail and ornaments and robes and weapons, deprived of 
life, lay with slain steeds and elephants and broken cars, on 
the bare ground, perfectly helpless, although deserving of 
costly beds and blankets.® Dogs and jackals and crows and 
cranes and other carniyorous birds, and wolves and hyenas, and 
ravens, and other blood-drinking creatures, and diverse tribes 
of Rdkshasas, and large numbers of PigdchaSy on the field of 
battle, tearing the skins of the corpses and drinking their fat, 
blood, and marrow, began to eat their flesh.® And they began to 
suck also the secretions of rotten corpses, while the Rdkahasas 
laughed horribly and sang aloud, dragging dead bodies numbering 
by thousands.^® An awful river, difficult to cross like the Vaita- 
rani itself, was caused there by foremost of warriors. It waters 
were constituted by the blood ( of fallen creatures ). Cars 
constituted the rafts (on which to cross it). Elephants formed it 
rocks, and the heads of human beings, its smaller stones. And 
it was miry with the flesh (of ! slain steeds and elephants and 
men). And diverse kinds of costly weapons constituted ^he gar- 
lands (floating on it or lying on its banks). And that terrible 
river flowed fiercely through the middle of the field of battle, 
wafting living creatures to the regions of the dead.^^**^® And 
large numbers (tf Pigdehaa, of horrible and revolting shapes, 
rejoiced, drinking and eating in that stream. And dogs and 
jackals and carnivorous birds, all eating of the same food, and 
inspirihg^iv|ng creatures with terror, held their high carnival 
there/* And the warriors, gazing on that field of battle which, 
onhaBCing the population of Yama's iJomains, presented such 
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an awful sight, and whore human torsos, rising up, began to 
dance, slowly left it as they beheld the mighty car-war- 
rior Abhimanyu, who resembled Oakra himself, lying on the 
field, his costly ornaments displaced and fallen off, and look- 
ing like a sacrificial fire on the altar no longer drenched with 
elarified butter/ 


Section LI. 

‘'Sanjaya said, — ‘After the slaughter of that hero, that leader 
of car-divisions, viz,, the son of Subhadra, the Pandava war- 
riors, leaving their cars and putting off their armour, and throw- 
ing aside their bows, sat, surrounding king Yudhishthira. And 
they were thinking of that grief of theirs, their hearts fixed upon 
the (deceased) Abhimanyu/"* Indeed, upon the fall of that 
heroic nephew of his, viz., the mighty car-warrior Abhimanyu, 
king Yudhishthira, filled with grief, indulged in (these) lament- 
ations/ — Alas, Abhimanyu, from desire of achieving my good, 
pierced the array formed by Drona and teeming with his sol- 
diers/ Encountering him in battle, mighty bowmen endued 
with great courage, accomplished in weapons and incapable of 
being easily defeated in battle, were routed and forced to re- 
treat / Encountering our implacable foe Dus9asana in battle, 
he, with his arrows, caused that warrior to fly away from the 
field, deprived of his senses !® Alas, the heroic son of Arjuna, 
having crossed the vast sea of Drona*s army, was ultimately 
obliged to become a guest of Yama’s abode, upon encounter- 
ing the son of Dus5asana / When Abhimanyu is slain, how shall 
cast my eyes on Arjuna as also on the blessed Subhadra de 
prived of her favourite son What senseless, disjointed, and 
improper words shall we have to say today unto Hrishikeeja and 
Dhananjaya Desirous of achieving what is good, and ex- 
pectant of victory, it is I who have done this great evil unto 
Subhadra and Ke^ava and Arjuna !'• He that is covetous 
never beholdeth his faults. Covetousness springs from folly, 
’Collectors of honey see not the fall that is before^theih. I am 
even like them.^^ He who was only a child, he who should 
have been indulged wfth (good) food, with vehicles, with beds, 
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with ornaments, alas, even he was placed by us in the van of 
battle P® How could good come to a child of tender years, 
unskilled in battle, in such a situation of great danger I Like 
a horse of proud mettle, he sacrificed himself instead of refus- 
ing to do the bidding of his masters.*® Alas, we also shall 
today lay ourselves down on the bare earth, blasted by the 
glances df grief cast by Arjuna filled with wrath [Dhanan- 
jaya • is ] liberal, intelligent, modest, forgiving, handsome, 
mighty, possessed of well-developed and beautiful limbs, res- 
pectful to superiors, heroic, beloved, and devoted to truth.*® 
Of glorious achievements, the very gods applaud his feats. 
That valiant hero slew the Nivatakavachas and the Kalor 
Tceyaa,^^ those enemies of Indra having their abode in Hiranya- 
pura ! Within the twinkling of an eye he slew the Pavlomas 
with all their kinsmen Endued with great might, he grant- 
eth quarter to even implacable enemies asking for quarter I 
Alas, we could not protect today the son of even such a person 
from danger !*® A great fear hath overtaken the Dhartarash- 
tras endued though they mighij^ be with great strength 
Enraged at the slaughter of his son, Partha will exterminate; 
the Kauravas/® It is evident also that the mean-minded 
Duryodhana, having mean counsellers, that destroyer of his own 
race and partisans, beholding this extermination of the Kau- 
rava army, will give up his life in grief Beholding this 
son of Indra’s son, of unrivalled energy and prowess, lying on 
the field of battle, neither victory, nor sovereignty, nor im- 
mortality, nor abode with the very celestials, causeth me the 
least delight r”®*— 

Section LH. 

“Sanjaya said, — ^“While Kunti’s son Yudhishthira was in* 
dulging in such lamentations, the great Eishi Krishna-Dwai- 
payanacame tq him.* Worshipping him duly, and causing 
him to be seatj^ Yudhishthira, afflicted with grief on account 
of the d^th his brother’s son, addressed him, saying,*— 

* inhe correct leading is and not 
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Alas, while battling with many mighty bowmen, the son /of 
Subhadrft, surrounded by several great car- warriors of un- 
righteous propensities, hath been slain on the field!® That 
slayer of hostile heroes, viz., the son of Subhadra, was a 
child in years and of childish understanding.®^ He fought in 
battle against desperate odds.*® I asked him to open a passage 
for us in battle. He penetrated within the hostile army, but 
we could not follow him, prevented by the ruler of the Sin- 
dhus 1* Alas, they that betake themselves to battle as a pro- 
fession always fight with antagonists equally circumstanced 
with themselves. This battle, however, that the enemy fought 
with Abhimanyu, was an extremely unequal one I® It is that 
which grieves mo greatly and draws tears from me ! Thinking 
of this, I fail to regain peace of mind 1’^ — 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘The illustrious Vyasa, addressing Yu- 
dhishtliira who was indulging in such lamentations and who was 
thus unmanned by an accession of sorrow, said these words.® 

“ ‘Vyasa said, — O Yudhishthira, 0 thou of great wisdom, 
O thou that art master of all branches of knowledge, persons 
like thee never suffer themselves to be stupified by calamities 1® 
This brave youth, having slain numerous foes, hath ascended 
to heaven I Indeed, that best of persons, (though a child), 
acted, however, like one of mature years O Yudhishthira, 
this law is incapable of being transgressed 1 O Bharata, death 
takes all, viz,, gods and Ddnavas and Oandharvaa (without 
exception 1“ — 

“ ‘Yudhishthira said, — Alas, these lords of Earth, that lie 
on the bare Earth, slain in the midst of their forces, reft of 
consciousness, were possessed of great might Others (of 
their class) possessed strength equal to that of ten thousand 
elephants. Others, again, were endued with the impetuosity 
and might of the very Wind ! They have all perished in 
battle, slain by men of their own class l^® I do not behold the 
person (save one of their own class) who could slay any of 
them in battle ! Endued with great prowess, they were poss- 

f The Bombay reading, which I accept^ is Vahhudhigeha, Ot epureet 
the Bengal reading is AvMjibtidhigcha, — T. 
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esaed of great energy and great might !‘* Alas> they who 
used daily to come to battle with this hope firmly implanted 
in their hearts, viz., that they would conquer, alas, even they, 
possessed of great wisdom, are lying on the field, struck (with 
weapons) and deprived of life !*• The significance of the word 
Death'hsAh. today been made intelligible, for these lords of 
Earth, of terrible prowess, have almost all been dead !** These 
heroes are lying, motionless, reft of vanity, having succumbed 
to foes. Many princes, filled with wrath, have been victimised 
before the fire (of their enemies’ wrath).*' A great doubt 
•possesses me, viz., whence is Death ? Whose (offspring) is 
Death ? What is Death ? Why does Death take away creatures ? 
O grandsire, O thou that resemblest a god, tell me this I" — ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Unto Kunti’s son Yudhishthira ask- 
ing him thus, the illustrious Biahi, comforting him, said these 
■words * — 

“ ‘Vyasa said, — As regards the matter in hand, O king, 
this ancient story of what Narada had in days of old said 
unto Akampana, is cited.*® King Akampana, O monarch, I 
know, while in this world was afflicted with very great and 
unbearable grief on account of the death of his son.** I will 
now tell thee the excellent story about the origin of Death, 
Having listened to it, thou wilt be emancipated from sorrow 
and the touch of affection’s tie.** Listen to me, O sire, as I 
recite this ancient history ! This history is, indeed, excellent. 
It enhanceth the period of life, killeth grief, and conduceth to 
health !** It is sacred, destructive of large bodies of foes, and 
auspicious of all auspicious things. Indeed, this history is even 
as the study of the Vedas.** O monarch, it should every 
morning be listened to by foremost of kings who are desirous 
of long-lived children and sovereignty and their own good !** 

“ ‘In days of old, O sire, there was a king named Akam- 
pana. Once, on the field of battle, he was surrounded by his 
foes and nearly overpowered by them.** He had a son who 
was called Harh Equal ' to Narayana himself in might, the 
latter was exceedingly handsome, accomplished in weapons, 
gifted with gffeJ^ intelligence, possessed of might, and ' resem- 
bled Cakra himi^lf in battle.” Encomp^sed by countless foes 
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on the field of battle, he sped thousands of shafts at ^hs 
warriors and the elephants that surrounded him.** Havinig 
achieved the most difficult feats in battle, O Yudhishthira, 
that scorcher of foes was at last slain in the midst of he 
army.*' Performing the obsequies of his son, ting Akampana 
cleansed himself.* Grieving, however, for his son .day and 
night, the king failed to regain happiness of mind.*® Informed 
of his grief on account of the death of his son, the celestial 
Rishi Narada came to his presence.** The blessed king, 
beholding the celestial Rishi arrive, worshipped him duly. 
And then the king spoke unto the Rishi , telling the latter 
everything that had happened unto him, viz., his defeat at the 
hands of his foes, and the slaughter of his son.*® And the 
king said, — [My son was endued with great energy, and equalled 
Indra or Vishnu himself in splendour. That mighty son of 
mine, having displayed his prowess on the field against countless 
foes, was at last slain !** O illustrious one, who is this Death ? 
What is the measure of his energy, strength, and prowess ? 
O foremost of intelligent persons, I desire to hear all this 
truly !]'* — Hearing these words of his, the boon-giving lord 
Narada recited the following elaborate history destructive of 
grief on account of a son’s death.®* — 

— Narada said, — [Listen, O mighty -armed king, to thf a 
long history, exactly as I have heard it, O monarch !*'* In the 
beginning, the Grandsire Brahman created all creatures. En- 
dued with mighty energy, he saw that the creation bore no 
signs of decay.** Thereat, O king, the Creator began to 
think about the destruction of the Universe. Reflecting on 
the matter, O monarch, the Creator failed to find any means 
of destruction.®' He then became angry, and in consequence 
of his anger a fire sprang firom the sky. That fire spread in 
all directions for consuming everything in the Universe.*® Then 
heaven, sky, and Earth, all became filled with that fire. And 

* During the days of mourning a person is regarded as unclean, 

being unable to perform his ordinary worship^ and other religious rite. 
After the obsequies are performed and the mourning is ended, he i$. 
supposed to be cleansed.— T» 
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thus the Creator began to consume the wholo mobile and im- 
mobile universe.** Thereat all creatures, mobile and immobile, 
were destroyed. Indeed, the mighty Brahman, frightening 
everything by the force of his wrath, did all this.** Then Hmra, 
otherMrisc called Sthanu or Civa, with matted locks on head, 
that Loiji of all wanderers of the night, t^pealed to the divine 
Brahman, the Lord of all the gods.** When Stha^nu fell (at 
.Brahman’s feet) from desire of doing good to all creatures, 
the Supreme Deity (Brahman), that greatest of ascetics, blaz- 
ing with splendour, said,** — What wish of thine shall we 
accomplish, O thou that desorvest to have all thy wishes ful- 
filled ! O son, thou hast been born of our wish ! We shall 
do all that may be agreeable to thee ! Tell us, O Sthanu, 
what is thy wish ! — ]’ ”** 


Section LIIL 

“ ‘ — [Sthanu said, — O lord, thou hadst taken great care for 
creating diverse creatures ! Indeed, creatures of diverse kinds 
wore created and reared by thee !* Those very creatures, again, 
are now being consumed through thy ire ! Seeing this, I amfill- 
ed with compassion ! O illustrious lord, bo inclined tograco ! — ]• 
“ ‘ — [Brahman said, — I had no deare of destroying the Uni- 
verse. I desired the good of Earth, and it was for this that 
wrath possessed me !* The goddess Earth, afiSicted with the 
heavy weight of creatures, always urged me for destroying the 
creatures on her.* Urged by her I could not, however, find 
any moans for the destruction of the infinite creation. At this, 
wrath possessed mo !] — • 

“ ‘^[Rudra said, — Be inclined to grace f O lord of the Uni- 
verse, cherish not thy wrath for the destruction of creatures ! 
No more let croatures immobile and mobile be destroyed!* 
Tbro'^h thy grac9, O illustrious one, let the threefold Universe, 
‘ui*., iFuturo, Ihe Past, and the Present, exist !* Thou, O 
Doi^fbadst blazed np with wrath ! From that wrath of thine, 
awl^tece^^ike file sprang into existence. That fire is evfn 
how blasting rock| and trees' and rivers,* and all kinds of herbs 
and grass ! Inde Jd, that fire is extermifiating the immdbile and 
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the mobile Universe.* The moble and the immoble Universe is 
being reduced to ashes ! Be inclined to grace, O illustrious one ' 
Do not give way to wrath I Even this is the boon I solicit !** 
All created things, O divine Being, belonging to thee, are being 
destroyed ! Therefore, let thy wrath be appeased ! L§t it be 
annihilated in thy own self 1“ Cast thy eye on thy creatures, 
inspired with the desire of doing them good ! Do that by which 
creatures endued with life may not cease to be !“ Let not these 
creatures, with their productive prowers weakened, be extermi- 
nated ! O Creator of the worlds, thou hast appointed me their 
Protector !‘* O Lord of the Universe, let not the mobile and 
the immobile Universe be destroyed ! Thou art inclined to 
grace, and it is for this that I say these wcrds unto thee ! — 

" ‘ — Narada continued, — [Hearing these words (of Maha- 
deva), the divine Brahman, from desire of benefiting creatures, 
held in his own inner self his wrath that had been roused.** 
Elxtinguishing the fire, the divine benefactor of the world, the 
great Master, declared the duties of Production and Emancipa- 
tion.** And while the Supreme' Deity exterminated that fire 
born of his wrath, there came out from the doors of his diverse 
senses a female*^ who was dark and red and twany, whose 
tongue and face and eyes were red, and who was decked with 
two brilliant ear-rings and diverse other brilliant ornaments.** 
Issuing out of his body, she smilingly looked at those two lords 
of the Universe and then set out for the southern quarter.*® 
Then Brahman, that controller of the creation and the des- 
truction of the worlds, called after her by the name of Death. 
And Brahman, O king, said unto her, — Slay these creatures of 
mine !*® Thou hast been born of that wrath of mine which I 
cherished for the destruction (of the Universe). Therefore, 
slay thou all creatures including idiots and seers,'* at my com- 
mand ! By doing this, thou wilt be benefited ! — That lotus- 
eyed lady called Death, thus addressed by him," reflected 
deeply, and then helplessly wept aloud in melodious accents. 
The Grandsire then caught the tears she shed, with his two 
hands, for the benefit of all creatures, and begag to implore 
her (in the following words).] — ’ 





Section LIV. 

*“ — Narada said, — [The helpless lady, suppressing her 
sorrow^ within her own self, addressed, with joined hands, the 
Lord of the Creation, bending with humility like a creeper.* 
And she said, — O foremost of speakers, created by thee, how 
shall I, being a female, do such a cruel and evil act knowing 
it to be cruel and evil ?* I fear unrighteousness greatly. 
O divine Lord, be inclined to grace ! Sons and friends and 
brothers and sires and husbands are always dear.* (If I kill 
them), they who will suffer these losses will seek to injure me. 
It is this that I fear 1 The tears that will fall from the 
eyes of woe-stricken and weeping persons,* inspire me with 
fear, O Lord ! I seek thy protection ! O divine Being, O 
foremost of gods, I will not go to Yama’s abode !* O boon- 
giving one, I implore thee for thy grace, bowing my head and 
joining my palms ! 0 Grandsire of all the worlds, I solicit 
(the accomplishment of even) 'this wish at thy hands!** I 
desire, with thy permission, to undergo ascetic penances, O 
Lord of created things ! Grant me this boon, O divine Being, 
O great Master Permitted by thee, I will go to the excel 
lent asylum of Dhenuka ! Engaged in adoring Thyself, I 
will undergo the severest austerities there !* I will not be 
able, O Lord of the gods, to take away the dear life-breaths 
of living creatures weeping in sorrow 1 Protect me from 
unrighteousness ! — ]* 

“ ‘—[Brahman said, — 0 Death, thou hast been intended for 
achieving the destruction of creatures ! Go, destroy all crea- 
tures, thou needst have no scruples !*® Even this must be ! 
It cannot be otherwise ! Do but my behest ! Nobody in the 
wfflrld will find any fault in thee !— ]** 

“ ‘—Narada continued,— [Thus addressed, that lady became 
very mneh affrighted' Looking at Brahman’s face, she stood 
with joined ; From desire of doing good to creatures, 

* The Erst line of p is read differently in the Bombay edition. The 

Bengal reading, howeyer, seems to me to be pieferable.— T. 
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she did not set her heart upon their destruction.*'* The^ 
divine Brahman also, that Lord of the lord of all creatures, 
remained silent. And soon the Qrandsire became gratified in 
his own self.'* And casting his eyes upon all the Creation, he 
smiled. And thereupon creatures continued to live as before, 
i. e., unaffected by premature death.'* And upon that invin- 
cible and illustrious Lord having shaken ofif his wrath, that 
damsel left tho presence of that wise Deity.'* Leaving Brah-* 
man without having agreed to destroy creatures, the damsel 
called Death speedily proceeded to the retreat called Dhenuka.^* 
Arrived theye, she practised excellent and highly austere vows, 
And she stood there on one leg for sixteen times ten billions 
of years,'* and five times ten billions also, through pity for 
living creatures and from desire of doing them good, and all 
the time restraining her senses from their favourite objects.'*. 
And once again, G king, she stood there on one leg for one and 
twenty times ten billions of years.** And then she wandered 
for ten times ten thousand billions of years with the creatures 
(of the Earth). Next, repairing to the sacred NandcL that was 
full of cool and pure water,** she passed in those waters eight 
thousand years. Observing rigid vows at Nanda, she cleansed 
herself of all her sins.*' Then she proceeded, first of all, to 
the sacred Kaugiki, observant of vows. Living upon air and 
water only, she practised austerities there.** Repairing then 
to Panfthaganga and next to Vetasa, that cleansed damsel, by 
diverse kinds of especial austerities, emaciated her own body.** 
Going next to Ganga and thence to the great Meru, she remained 
motionless like a stone, suspending her life-breaths.** Thence 
going to the top of Himavat, where the gods had performed 
their sacrifice (in days of yore), that amiable and auspicious 
girl remained for a billion of years, standing on the toe only 
of her feet.** Wending then to Pushkara, and Gokarna, and 
Naimkha, and Malaya, she emaciated her body by praetking 

* Both the Bengal and the Bombay editions, in the first line of 12, 
read e., gratified. There can be no doubt, howevtf, that the 

correet reading is dAtVil, e., affrighted, as I have put it. I find tHt 
some of the B.'ngali traneUtors have also made this eo^ection.— T. 
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austerities agreeable to her heart.®* Without acknowledging 
any other god, with steady devotion to the Orandsire, she lived 
and gratified the Grandsire in every way.*® Then the un- 
changeable Creator of the worlds, “gratified, said unto her, with 
a softened and delighted heart,** — O Death, why dost thou 
undergo 'ascetic austerities so severe ? — Thus addressed, Death 
said unto the divine Grandsire,** — Creatures, O Lord, are Iiv« 
ing in health. They do not injure one another even by words. 
I shall not be able to slay them ! O Lord of all, 0 Master, I 
desire even this boon at thy hands 1*® I fear sin, and it is for 
' this that 1 am engaged in ascetic austerities ! O blessed one, 
undertake to remove for ever my fears !** I am a woman, in 
distress, and without fault ! I beg thee, be thou my protec- 
tor !— Unto her the divine Brahman acquainted with the 
past, the present, and the future, said,** — Thou shalt commit 
no sin, O Death, by slaying these creatures ! My words can 
never be futile, O amiable one !** Therefore, O auspicious 
damsel, slay these creatures of four kinds I Eternal vir.tue 
shall always be thine !'* That Eegent of the world, viz., Yama, 
and the diverse Diseases, shall become thy help-mates ! I 
myself and all the gods will grant thee boons,'* so that, freed 
from sin and perfectly cleansed, thou mayest even acquire 
glory I — ^Thus addressed, O monarch, that lady, joining- her 
hands, once more said these words, seeking his grace by bowing 
down unto him with her head, — If, O Lord, this is nof to be 
without me,**"*® then thy command I place upon my head ! Lis- 
ten, however, to what I say ! Let covetousness, wrath, malice, 
jealousy, quarrel, folly, and shamelessness, and other stern 
passions tear the bodies of all embodied creatures 1 — ]** 

“ ‘ — [Brahman said, — It will be, O Death, as thou sayest I 
Meanwhile, slay creatures duly ! Sin shall not be thine, nor 
shall I seek to injure thee, O auspicious one !** Those tear- 
drops of thine that are in my hands, even they will become 
diseaaes springing from living creatures themselves. They 
will kill men ; ^dif men are killed, sin shall not be thine!. 
Therefore,* do n^t fear !*® Indeed, sin shall not be thine ! 
Thou shalt be the virtue of living creatures, and the goddess 
of that virtuf I Devoted to righteousness, and observant 
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of thy duty, thou shalt sway (all creatures)! Therefore, 
slay thou always the lives of these living creatures ! Casting 
otf both desire and wrath, take thou the life of all living 
creatures. Even thus will eternal virtue be thine ! Sin will 
slay those that are of wicked behaviour By doing ray 

bidding cleanse thyself. It will be thine to sink them in their 
sins that are wicked. Therefore, cast off both desire and wrath, 
and kill these creatures endued with life ! — 

Narada continued, — [Then that damsel, seeing that she 
was (persistently) called by the name of Death, feared (to act 
otherwise). And in terror also of Brahman’s curse, she said,— • 
Yes !— Unable to do otherwise, she began, casting off desire and 
wrath, to take the lives of living creatures when the time 
came (for their dissolution).^* It is only living creatures that 
die. Diseases spring from living creatures themselves. Disease 
is the abnormal condition of creatures. They are pained by it. 
Therefore, indulge not in fruitless grief for creatures after they 
are dead !** The senses, upon the death of creatures, go with the 
latter (to the other world), and achieving their (respective) func- 
tions, once more come back (with creatures when the latter are 
reborn). Thus all creatures, O lion among beings, the very gods 
included, going thither, have to act, like mortals !**• The wind, 
that is awful, of terrible roars and great strength, omnipresent! 
and endued with infinite energy, it is the wind that will rive 
the bodies of living creatures. It will, in this mather, put forth 
no active energy, nor will it suspend its functions ; (but do this 
naturally).*’ Even all the gods have the appellation of mortals at- 
tached to them. Therefore, O lion among kings, do not grieve for 
thy son ! Repairing to heaven, the son of thy body is passing 
his days in perpetual happiness, having obtained those delight- 
ful regions that are for heroes.*® Casting off all sorrow, he 
hath attained to the companionship- of the' righteous. Death 
hath been ordained by the Creator himself for all creatures ! 
When their hour comes, creatures are destroyed duly. The 
death of creatures arises from the creatures themselves,*® Crea- 
tures kill themselves. Death doth not kill any one, armed 
' ' ...... - ... ■■ 

* Devds^ in the first line of 46, means the senses. VriUdSt as explain^ 
«d by Nilakantha, means Vritavmt<xs,‘^T* 
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with her bludgeon ! Therefore, they that are wise, truly know- 
ing death to be inevitable because ordained by Brahman him- 
self, never grieve for creatures that are dead. Knowing this 
death to be ordained by the Supreme God, cast off, without 
delay, thy grief for dead sons !] — * 

** ‘Vyasa continued, — Hearing these words of grave import 
spoken By Narada, king Akampana, addressing his friend, 
said,®^ — [O illustrious one, O foremost of Jiie/tie, my grief is 
gone, and I am contented ! Hearing this history from thee, 
I am grateful to thee, and I worship thee ip* — That foremost 
of superior Rishis, that celestial ascetic of immeasurable soul, 
thus addressed by the king, proceeded to the woods of Nan- 
danaP The frequent recital of this history for the hearing 
of others, as also the frequent hearing of this history, is re- 
garded as cleansing, leading to fame and heaven, and worthy of 
approbation. It enhancoth, besides, the period of life.®^ Hav- 
ing listened to this instructive story, cast off thy grief, O 
Yudhishthira, reflecting besides on the duties of a Kshatriya and 
the high state (of blessedness) attainable by heroes.®* Abhi- 
manyu, that mighty car-warrior, endued with mighty energy, 
having slain (numerous) foes before the gaze of all bowmen, 
hath attained to heaven/® That great bowman, that mighty 
car-warrior, struggling on the field, hath fallen in battle, struck 
with sword, and mace, and dart, and bow/^ Sprung from 
Soma, he hath disappeared in the lunar essence, cleansed of 
all his inapurities. Therefore, O son of Pandu, mustering all 
thy fortitude, thyself with thy brothers, without allowing your 
senses to be stupified, speedily sot out, inflamed with rage, 
for battle 


♦ Verses 55 to 58, as occurring in both the Bengal and the Bombay 
texts, require correction. 55 is incomplete. For the words t<id(i Rdjdi^ 
therefore, I read Cokamtyaja as suggested by K, P. Singha. Then 
the after must be dropped to make it a vocative. 

Bimilarly, F4ndavas iri 68 should be Pdndava^ a vocative and not m 
nommitive } i^akf^mck Qhoxxld he upakrama. The last two corrections 
are made/a the Bombi^ The fact is, are 55 to 58 the words of 
Yyft sat b|r of iSanjaya I Evidently, it is Vyftsa that speaks, and hetico 
leh necessity of the coiirections nqted.-^T» 
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Section LV. 

*‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Hearing of the origin of Death and her 
strange acts, king Yudhishthira, humbly addressings Vyasa^ 
once more said these words unto him/ 

“ ‘Yudhishthira said, — Many kings there were, in blessed 
countries, of righteous deeds and of prowess equal to that of 
Indra himself. They wore royal sages, 0 regenerate one, that 
wore sinless and truth-speaking !* Once more, address me in 
words of grave import, and console me with (accounts of ) the 
feats of those royal sages of ancient times ! What was the 
measure of the sacrificial gifts made by them ? Who were 
those high-souled royal sages of righteous deeds that made 
them ? Tell me all this, O illustrious one ! — 

“‘Vyasasaid, — There was a king of the name of Cwitya. 
Ho had a son who was called Srinjaya. The Rishia Narada 
and Parvata were his friends.® One day, the two ascetics, 
for paying Srinjaya a visit, came to his palace. Duly wor- 
shipped by Srinjaya, they became pleased with him, and conti- 
nued to live with him happily.® Once on a time, as Srin- 
jaya was seated at his ease with the two ascetics, his beautiful 
daughter of sweet smiles came to him/ Saluted with reverence 
by his daughter, Srinjaya delighted that girl standing by his 
side with proper benedictions of the kind she desired.® Be- 
holding that maiden, Parvata smilingly asked Srinjaya, saying, 
— [Whose daughter is this damsel of restless glances and possess- 
ed of every auspicious omen Is she the splendour of Surya, 
or the flame of Agni ? Or, is she any of these, viz,y Cri, Hri, 
Kirti, Dhriti, Pushti, Siddhi, and the splendour of Soma — 
Unto the celestial Rishi (Parvata) saying those words, king 
Srinjaya answered, saying, — [O illustrious one, this girl is my 
daughter. She beggoth my blessings!]** — Then Narada ad- 
dressed king Srinjaya and said, — [If, O monarch, thou wishest 
for groat good (to thyself ), then give this daiight^ of thine 
unrto nio for a wife !]** — Delighted (with the Rishia proposal),. 
Srinjaya addressed Narada, saying, — [I give jicr unto theo !] 
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At this, the oilier Rishi, viz,, Parvata, indignantly addressed 
Narada, saying,*’ — [Chosen before this by me, within my 
heart, thou hast taken this damsel as thy wife I And since 
thou hast done this, thou, O Brahmana, shalt not go to 
heaveiir at thy will ! — Thus addressed by him, NArada 

answered him, saying, — [(The husband's) heart and speech 
(directed theretp), (the giver s) consent, the speeches (of both), 
the actual gift made by sprinkling water,** and the (recital 
of the) mantras ordained for the seizure of the (bride's hand), 
— these have been declared to be indications by which one is 
constituted a husband. Even this ceremonial, though essential, 
is not all. That which (above all) is esscntail is the walk 
for seven paces (by the bride in circumambulating the bride- 
groom).**® Without thy purpose (about marriage) having been 
accomplished, t]i<>u hast cursed me ! Therefore, thou also 
shalt not go to heaven without me — Having cursed each 
other thus, those two Rishis continued to live there. Mean- 
while, king Srinjaya, desirous of (obtaining) a son, began, with 
cleansed soul, to carefully entertain the Brahmanas, to the 
utmost of his power, with food and drink and robes. After 
a certain time, those foremost of Brahmanas, devoted to the 
study of the Vedas and fully conversant with those scriptures 
and their branches, became gratified with that monarch de- 
sirous of getting a son. Together they came to Narada and 
said unto him, — ^[Give this king a son of the kind he desires 
— Thus addressed by the Brahmanas, Narada replied unto 
them, saying, — [So be it !] — And then the celesbial Rishi ad- 
dressed Srinjaya, saying, — [O royal sago, the Brahmanas have 
been pleased with thee and they wish thee a son !** Solicit 
thou the boon, blessed be thou, about the kind of son thou de- 
sirest!] — Thus addressed by him, the king, with, joined hands, 
asked for a son possessed of every accomplishment,®’ famous, 
of glorious feats, pf great energy, and capable of chastising 
all foes. And he tfurther asked that the urine, the excreta, 
the phlegm, and j the sweat of that child should be gold.®? 
And in due«time tie king had a son born unto him, who came 

:: ; ;■ — 

♦ I follow Nilnkflitlia in rendering these WO' Y6rse$.—T* 
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tb bS named SuvdT'Miskthivin* on Elarth. And in conaequencb 
of the boOn, that child began to increase X^is father’s) wealth ' 
beyond all limits.** And king Srinjaya caused all desirable 
things of his to be made of gold. And his houses and walls 
and forts, and the houses of all Brahmanas (within his do- 
minions),** and his beds, vehicles, and plates, and all nfanner of 
pots and cups, and the palace that he owned, and all implements 
and utensils, domestic and otherwise,** were made of gold. And 
in time his stock increased. Then certain robbers, hearing of the 
prince and seeing him to be such,** assembled together and sought 
to injure the king. And some amongst them said, — [We will 
seize the king’s son himself !** He is his father's mine of gold. 
Towards that end, therefore, we should strive!] — Then those 
robbers, inspired with avarice, penetrating into the king’s 
palace,®* forcibly took away prince Suvarnashthivin. Having 
seized and taken him to the woods, those senseless idiots, 
inspired with avarice but ignorant of what to do with him, 
slew him there and cut his body into fragments. They saw 
not, however, any gold in him. After the prince was slain, 
all the gold obtained in consequence of the Rishi’s boon, 
disappeared.*®"** The ignorant and senseless robbers struck one 
another. And striking one another thus, they perished, and 
with them that wonderful prince on the Earth.'* And those 
men of wicked deeds sank in an unimaginable and awful hell. 
Seeing that son of his, obtained through the Rishi’s boon, thus 
slain,that great ascetic,®* vis., king Srinjaya, afflicted with deep 
sorrow, began to lament in piteous accents. Beholding the king 
afflicted with grief on account of his son, and thus weeping,®* 
the celestial Rishi Narada showed himself in his presence. 
Listen, O Yudhishthira, to what Narada said unto Srinjaya, 
having approached that king, who afflicted with grief and 
deprived of his senses, was indulging in piteous lamentations, . 
Narada said, — [O Srinjaya, with thy desires unfulfilled, thou 
shalt have to die,**"®* although we, utterers of Brahma, live in 
thy house ! Avikshit’s son Marutta even, O Srinjaya, we hear, 
had to die !** Piqued with Vrihaspati, he had caused Sanivarl^ 


♦ Of gorden excreta.— T. 
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himaelf to officiate at one of his great sacrifices Unto tha4 
royal sage the illustrious lord (Mahadeva) himself had given 
wealth in the shape of a golden plateau of Himavat, (With 
that wealth) king Marutta had performed diverse sacrifices. 
Unto him, after the completion of his sacrifices, diverse tribesr 
of celestials, those creators of the universe, with Indra him- 
self in their company and with Vrihaspati at their head, used 
to come. All the carpets and furniture of his sacrificial com- 
pound were of gold.®**"^® The regenerate . classes, desirous of 
food, all ate as they pleased, at his sacrifices, food that was 
clean and agreeable to their wishes. And at all his sacrifices, 
milk and curds and clarified butter, and honey, and other kinds 
of food and edibles, all of the best order, and robes and orna- 
ments desirable for their costliness, gratified Brahmanas 
thoroughly conversant with the Vedas, The very gods used to 
become distributors of food in king Marutta*s palace.*^"** The 
Vifioeclevas wore the courtiers of that royal sage, the son of 
Avikshit. By him were gratified the dwellers of heaven with 
libations of cJjCrified butter. And gratified (therewith), these, in 
their turn, increased that powerful ruler's wealth of crops with 
copious showers of rain. He always contributed to the gratifica- 
tion of the Rishia, the Pitris, and the gods, and thereby made 
them happy, by practising Brahmacharya, study of the Veclas, 
obs3quial rites, and all kinds of gifts.. And his bods and carpets 
and vehicles, and his vast stores of gold difficult to be given 
away,^'^"^^ in fact, all that untold wealth of his, were given away 
voliint:\rily unto the Brahmanas. Cakra himself used to wish 
him well. His subjects were made happy (by him).'^^ Acting 
always with piety, he (ultimately) repaired to those eternal 
regions of bliss acquired by his religious merit. With his 
children and counsellors and wives and descendants and kins- 


* The Bengal reading is Samvartam, The Bombay text makes 8an\^ 
ainominativa. have adopted the Bengal reading. If the Bombay 
reading be accepted, ithe meaning would be that Samvatta himselfy 
piqued with V|;ihaspat|, caused Marutta to perform a sacrifice^ K. F. 
Singha makes a ludii^ous blunder iu^supposing to have beeja.^; 

a kind of sacrifice.— 
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inen,^* king Marutta, in his youth, ruled his kingdom for a 
thousand years. When such a king, O Srinjaya, died, who 
was superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal virtues (viz,, 
ascetic penances, truth, compassion, and liberality),' and who, 
superior to thee, was much more superior to thy son, do not 
grieve , — 0 Qwaitya , — for thy son saying he perforjned no 
sacrifice and made no sacrificial present.] — ’ 


Section LVI. 

" * — Narada said, — [ King Suhotra also, O Srinjaya, we 
hear, fell ^ prey to death. He was the foremost of heroes, 
and invincible in battle. The very gods used to come for seeing 
him.^ Acquiring his kingdom virtuously, he sought the 
advice of his Ritwijaa and domestic priests and Brahmanas 
for his own good, and enquiring of them, used to obey their 
behests.* Well acquainted with the duty of protecting his 
subjects, possessed of virtue and liberality, performing sacrifices 
and subjugating foes, king Suhotra wished for the increase of 
his wealth.® He adored the gods by following the ordinances 
of the scriptures, and defeated his foes by means of his arrows. 
He gratified all creatures by means of his own excellent 
accomplishments.'^ He ruled the Earth, freeing her from 
Jiflecchas and the forest theives.* The deity of the clouds 
showered gold unto him from year’s end to year s end.® In 
those olden days, therefore, the rivers ( in his kingdom) ran 
(liquid) gold, and were open to everybody for use.-|- The deity 
of the clouds showered in his kingdom large numbers of 
alligators and crabs and fishes of diverse species and various 
objects of desire, countless in number, that were all made of 

♦ The word in the original is AtHvika, literally meaning one d\^ell* 

ing in the woods. It is very generally nsed in the sense of thieves or 
robbers, thus showing that these depredators from tho earliest times, 

had the woods and the forests for their home, — T, 

t Vahinyaa ri vers. Swairinyas, open to every boby. The Ben git 

reading is ubhman ,* the Bombay reading, Vymahan, If the fprtnejp^ 

« 

reading be adopted, it would mean the rivers were of Ijquid gold.”<^T< 
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gold. The artificial lakes in that king’s dominions each 
measured fall two miles. Beholding thousands of dwarfit and 
and humpbacks and alligators and Makaras and tortoises all 
made of gold", king Suhotra wondered much.*"* That unlimited 
wealth, of gold, the royal sage Buhotra, performing a sacrifice 
at Ker;iiangala, gave away unto the Brahmanas, before the 
completion of the sacrifice.® Having performed a thousand Horse- 
sacrifices, a hundred Rdjaauyas, many sacred Kshatriya-sacri- 
fices,* in all of which he made abundant presents to the Brah- 
manas,*® and having performed daily rites, almost countless 
in number, undergone froifi, specified desires, the king ultimately 
obtained a very^desirable end. When, O Srinjaya, spch a king 
died, who was superior to thee as regards the four cardinal 
virtues and who, superior to thee, was, therefore, much more 
superior to thy son, thou shouldst not grieve, 0 ^waitya,— 
for thy eon saying ho performed no sacrifice and made no 
sacrificial present.] — ’ 


Section LVII, 

“ -Narada said, — [The heroic king Paurava also, O Srin- 
jaya, we hear, fell a prey to death. That king gave away a 
thousand times thousand horses that were all white in hue.* 
At the Horse-sacrifice performed by that royal sage, countless 
numbers of learned Brahmanas' versed in the principles of 
^ikshd apd Aleshao'a, came from diverse realms.'f'* These Brah- 
manas, washed bythe Vedas, by knowledge, and by vows, and 
liberal and of agreeable countenances, having obtained firom 
the king costly gifts such as robes and houses and excellent 
beds and carpets and vehicles and draft-cattle,* were always 
delighted by actow and dancers and singers, thoroughly com- 
petent and well-versed (in their respective arts), engaged in 
sport and ever striving for their diversion.* At each of his 

— — ^ — - — — — - — - ■■■-. 

*/.«,, Sacrifices ordained for Kshatriyas, — T. 

+ iCf^fidiKene of khe six branches of the Fediow ; it may be cidled 
the t^^ee|iy of the fFecfiiM. Akthar», letteo^ or the alphabet The Mnsf 
iK^eniS to be,.that Brfihmm were good iva4<^ ^ fbo Fvd<Mi— 
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sacrifices in due time ho gave away as sacrificial presents ten 
thousand elephants of golden splendour, with the temporal juice 
trickling down their bodies,* and cars made of gold with 
standards and banners. He also gave away, as sacrificial pre* 
sents, a thousand times thousand maidens decked with ^ orna- 
ments of gold,® and cars and steeds and elephants for mojMting, 
and houses and fields, and centuries of kine, by hundreds of 
thousands, and thousands of cowherds decked with gold. 
They that are acquainted with the history of the past sing this 
song vh., that in that sacrifice king Paurava gave away 
kine, with calves, having golden horns and silver hoofs and 
brass milkpots, and female slaves and male slaves and asses 
and camels, and sheep, countless in number and diverse kinds 
of gems and diverse hills of food.^® — That sacrificing king of the 
Angas successively performed, in the order of their merit, and 
according to what was competent for his own class, many aus- 
picious sacrifices capable of yielding every object of desire.^^ 
When such a king, O Srinjaya, died who was superior to thee 
as regards the four cardinal virtues and who, superior to thee, 
was, therefore, much more superior to thy son, thou shouldst not, 
saying , — Ok ^waitya, Ok Qwaitya , — grieve for thy son who 
performed no sacrifice and made no sacrificial present.] — ’ 


Section LVIII. 

* — Narada said, — [U^inara's son Civi also, O Srinjaya, 
we hear, fell a prey to death. That king had, as it wore, put 
a leathern girdle around the Earth,* by making the Earth with 
her mountains and islands and seas and forests resound with 
the clatter of his car. That vanquisher of foes, king Civi, 
always slew the foremost of foes,® He performed many sacrifices 
with presents in profusion unto the Brahmanas. That monarch 
of great prowess and great intelligence had acquired enormous 
wealth.* In battle he won the applause of all Kshatriyas.* 

^ The word in the original is MMbrd^hohhUhikta^ which literally 
means one whose coronal locks have undergone the ceremony of the sac** 
red investiture. Hence, it is need to denote Kshatriyas or persona of 
the royal order,— T. 

22 
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Having brought the whole earth under subjection, he per- 
formed many Horse-sacrifices,* without obstruction, which wore 
productive of great merit, giving away (as ascrificial pre- 
sents) thousand crores of golden nishkaa, and many elephants 
and steeds and other kinds of animals, much grain, and 
many^eer and kine and sh^ep.’ And king Civi gave away the 
sacred Earth consisting of diverse kinds of soil unto the Brah- 
manas. Indeed, Uginara’s son Civi gave away as many kino as 
the number of rain-drops showered on the Earth, or the number 
of stars in the firmament, or the number of sand-grains on the 
bed of Ganga, or the number of rocks that constitute the moun- 
tain called Meru, or the number of gems or of (aquatic) animals 
in the ocean. The Creator himself hath not met with and will 
not meet with in the past, the present, or the future, another 
king capable of bearing the burdens that king Civi bore. Many 
were the sacrifices, with every kind of rites, that king Civi per- 
formed.*"’ In those sacrifices, the stakes, the carpets, the houses, 
the walls, and the arches, wore all made of gold. Food and drink, 
agreeable to the taste and perfectly clean, were kept in profu- 
sion. And the Brahmanas that repaired to them could be 
counted in myriads and myriads.** Abounding with viands of 
every description, nothing but agreeable words (such as give away 
and ta/cej were heard there. Milk and curds were collected in 
large lakes. In his sacrificial compound, there were rivers of 
drink and white hills of food.** — Bathe, and drink, and eat aa 
ye like , — these only were the words heard there. Gratified with 
his righteous deeds, Budra gave Civi a boon, saying,** — As thou 
givest away, let thy wealth, thy devotion, thy fame, thy reli- 
gious acts, the love that all creatures bear thee, and the heaven 
(thou wilt attain), be all inexhaustible !** — Having obtained all 
these desirable boons, even Civi, when the time came, left this 
wcHrld for heaven. When, O Srinjaya, he died who was su- 
perior to thee in respect of the four cardinal virtues and who, 
superior to thee, was much more superior to thy son, thou 
shouldst not, saying, — Oh ^waitya. Oh ^waitya , — grieve 
for thy soil who p^formed no sacrifice and made no sacrificial 
present.]— ^ 
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Section LIX. 

Narada said, — [Rama the son of Da^aratha, O Srinjaya, 
. we hear, fell a prey to death. His subjects wore as mu^ do 
lighted with him as a sire is delighted with the children of his 
lions.^ Endued with immeasurable energy, countless virtues 
were in him. Of unfading glory, Rama, the elder brother of 
Lakshmana, at the command of his father, lived for fourteen 
years in the woods, with his wife. That bull among men slew 
in Janasthana fourteen thousand Rakahasaa for the protection 
of the ascetics. While dwelling there, the Rdlcshasa called 
Havana, beguiling both him and his companion (Lakshmana), 
ravished his wife the princess of Videha. Like the Three-eyed 
(Mahadeva), in days of old, slaying (the A sura) Andhaka^ 
Rama in wrath slew in battle that offender of Pulastya’s race 
who had never before been vanquished by any foe. Indeed, the 
mighty-armed Rama slew in battle that descendant of Pulas- 
tya*s race with all his kinsmen and followers, that Rakshasa 
who was incapable of being slain by the gods and the Asura^ 
together, that tv retch who was a thorn unto the gods and the 
the Brahmanas. In consequence of his affectionate treatment 
of his subjects, the celestials worshipped Rama.*"^ Filling the 
entire Earth with his achievements, he was much applauded by 
even the celestial Rishis. Compassionate unto all creatures, 
that king, having acquired diverse realms® and protected his 
subjects virtuously, performed a great sacrifice without obstruct 
tion. And the lord Rama also performed a hundred Horse- 
sacrifices and the great sacrifice called Jdruthya.^ And with 
libations of clarified butter ho contributed to Indra s delight.^ 
And the king performed diverse other sacrifices of great and 
varied merits.'® And by those acts of his, Rama conquered 
hunger and thirst, and all the diseases to which living creatures 
are subject. Possessed of every accomplishment, he always 
blazed with his own energy." Indeed, Rdma the son of I)a<;a» 

♦ Jiavishd niudamctvahat ; or havishdm udam dvahat^ which would 
mean, he poured libations* unto Indra as copious as water. — T. 
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ratha greatly outshone all creatures. When Rama ruled hie 
kingdom, the Ridhis, the gods, and men, all lived together on 
the Earth. The lives of living creatures were never cut short 
It was never otherwise. The life-breaths also, called Prdna, 
Apa/nqt, Samcina, and the others, when Rama ruled his 
kingd?Thi, all performed their functions. All luminous bodies 
shone brighter, and calamities never occurred.^®***^ AH his sub- 
jects were long-lived. None died in youth. The dwellers of 
heaven, highly gratified, used to get, according to (the ordin- 
ances of ) the four Veclaa,^^ libations of clarified butter and 
other offerings of food made by men. His realms were free 
from flies and gnats; and beasts of prey and poisonous reptiles 
there were none.** And none were of unrighteous tendencies, 
none were covetous, and none were ignorant.*’ The sub- 
jects, of all the (four) orders, were engaged in righteous and 
desirable acts. When the Rdkshasasy about this time, obstruct- 
ed the offerings to the Pitris and the worship of the gods in 
Janasthana,** the lord Rama, slaying them, caused those offer- 
ings and that worship to be once more given to the Pitris and 
the gods. Men were each blessed with a thousand children, 
and the period of their lives was a thousand years.** Seniors 
had never to perform ^raddhas of their juniors.*** Youthful in 
shape, of a dark-blue hue, of red eyes, possessed of the tread of 
an infuriate elephant,*® with arms reaching down to the knees 
and beautiful and massive, of leonine shoulders, of great 
strength, and beloved by all creatures, Rama ruled his kingdom 
for eleven thousand years. His subjects always took his name.**"*® 
While Rama ruled his kingdom, the world became extremely 
beautiful. Taking at last his four kinds of subjects^ with him, 
Rama went to heaven,** having established his own line con- 
sisting of eight houses on the Earth. When even he died, O 
Srinjaya, who was superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal 

^ l^oause juniors never pre-deceased their seniors. The causative 
form til mkdMydn is atlicense.— T. 

+ The foarjtinda oi creatures that owned R&ma’s sway were (1) those 
that were oviparous, those that were viviparous, (3) those born of 
filth, and (4) that vegetables. — T. 
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virtues*^ and who, superior to thee, was much more superior to 
thy son, thou shouldat not, saying , — Oh ^waitya^ Oh fwaitya^ 
— ^grieve for thy son who performed no sacrifice and made 
no sacrificial present.]—’ ”” 


Section LX. 

“ ‘ — Narada said, — [Even king Bhagiratha, O Srinjaya, we 
hear, was dead. He caused the shores of Ganga, called after 
his name Bhagirathi, to be covered with flights of steps made 
of gold.** Surpassing all kings and all princes he, gave unto 
the Brahmanas a thousand times thousand damsels decked with 
ornaments of gold.* All those damsels were upon cars. And 
unto every car were yoked four steeds. And behind each car 
were hundred elephants all decked in gold.* And behind each 
elephant were a hundred steeds. And unto each steed were a 
hundred kine. And behind each cow were (many) goats and 
shecp.^ King Bhagiratha gave enormous presents at his sacri- 
fices. For that reason large was the concourse of men assem- 
bled there. Afflicted therewith, Ganga was much pained. 
Protect me ! — she said and sat down on his lap.* And because 
Ganga thus sat upon his lap in days of old, therefore, she, like 
the celestial danceuae Urvacji came to be regarded as his 
daughter and was named after his name.* And having become 
the king’s daughter, she became his son (by becoming, like a 
son, the means of salvation unto his deceased ancestors).f 
Sweet-speeched Oandharvas of celestial splendour, gratified, 

* These were ghdts for facilitating acseea to the sacred stream. — T. 

+ Both 5 and 6 are difficult sloias. But for Nilakantha I could never 
have understood their sense. The reading Jalaughma^ occurring in both 
the Bengal and the Bombay editions, is a mistake for Janaughena, The 

construction of 5 is this : Dakakin^ Bkugaairddadat : tena (hetund 
Janaughena dJcrdntd^ The story of the salvation of Bhagiratha’s ancestors 
is a beautiful myth. King Sagara (whence Sdgara or the Ocean) had 
sixty thousand sons. They were all reduced to ashes by the cflrse of the 
sage Kapila, an incarnation of Vishnu himself. Bhagiratha, a remote 
descendant, caused the sacred <janga to roll over the spot where the ashes 
of his ancestors lay, and thus procured their sal ration. -^-T. 
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sang all this in the hearing of the Riahis, the gods, and human 
beings.’’* Thus, O Srinjaya, did that goddess, viz., the ocean- 
going Ganga, select the lord Bhagiratha, that descendant of 
Ikshaku, that performer of sacrifices with profuse gifts (to the 
Brahn^^nas), as her father.* His sacrifices were always decked 
with (the presence of) the very gods with Indra at their head. 
And the gods used to take their respective shares, and removing 
all impediments, to facilitate those sacrifices in every way.* 
Possessed of groat ascetic merit, Bhagiratha gave unto the 
Brahmanas whatever benefit they desired, without obliging 
them to stir from the place where they might entertain those 
desires.*® There was nothing which he could withhold fi*om the 
Brahmanas. Every one received from him everything he 
coveted. At last the king ascended to the region of Brahman, 
through the grace of the Brahmanas.’* For that object on 
which the Rishia that subsisted on the rays of the sun used 
to wait upon the sun and the presiding diety of the sun, for 
that very object they used to wait upon the lord Bbaeriratha, 
that ornament of the three worlds.** When he died, O Srinjaya, 
who was superior to thee, as regards the four cardinal virtues, 
and who, superior to thee, was much more superior to thy son, 
thou shouldst not, saying , — Oh Qwaitya, Oh Qwaitya , — grieve 
for the latter who performed no sacrifice and made no sacri- 
ficial presents.] — ’ ”** 


Section LXI. 

— Narada said, — [Dilipathe son of Ilavila, O Srinjaya, 
we hear, fell a prey to death. Brahmanas, versed in know- 
ledge of Truth, devoted to the performance of sacrifices, blessed 
with children and children’s children, and numbering myriads 
upon myriads, were present at his century of sacrifices. King 
Dilipa, having j>erformed various sacrifices, gave away this 
Earth, filled wiilh treasures, unto the Brahmanas, At the sac- 
rifices of ^Dilipai the roads were all made of gold.'"* The very 

• The correct reading is Valyuvddinas, and not the form in the gene- 
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gods with Indra at their head used to come to him regarding 
him as Dharma himself. The upper and lower rings in his 
sacrificial stake wore made of gold.* Eating his Baga-kkandor 
VOS, many persons, at his sacrifices, were seen to lie down on the 
roads. While battling over the waters, the two wheels of Dili- 
pa’s car never sank in that liquid. This seemed excefS^ngly 
wonderful, and never occurred to other kings. Even those that 
saw king Dilipa, that firm bowman always truthful in speech 
and giving away profuse gifts at his sacrifices, succeeded in as- 
cending to heaven. In the abode of Dilipa, called also Khat- 
tanga, those five sounds were always to be heard,'"^ viz., the 
sound of Vedic recitations, the twang of bows, and Drink, 
Enjoy, and Eat / — When he died, O Srinjaya, who was superior 
to thee in respect of the four cardinal virtues and who, superior 
to thee, was much more superior to thy son, thou shouldst not, 
saying , — Oh Qwaitya, Oh ^waitya , — ^grieve for thy son who 
performed no sacrifice and made no sacrificial gift.]* — ’ ”*** 


Section LXIL 

“ ‘ — Narada said, — [ Mandhatri the son of Yuvanagwa, O 
Srinjaya, we hear, fell a prey to death. That king van- 
quished the gods, the Asuraa, and men.* Those celestials, 
viz., the twin A(;wins, brought him out of his father’s womb 
by a surgical operation. Once on a time, king Yuvana 9 wa, 
while chasing the deer in the forest, became very thirsty and 
his steeds also became exceedingly fatigued.* Beholding a 
wreath of smoke, the king (directed by it) went to a sacrifice 
and drank the sacred sacrificial butter that lay scattered there. 
(The king thereupon conceived). Beholding that Yuvana 5 wa 
was quick with child,* those best of physicians, viz., the twin 
A9win3 among the celestials, extracted the child from the king’s 
womb. Seeing that child of celestial splendour lying on the 
lap of his father,* the gods said unto one another, — What shall 
support this child ? — Then Vasava said,— Let the child suck my 
fingers.* — Theieupon, from the fingers of. Indra is^ed milk 


* 111 tke Bjuibvy edition some verses occur after t^e 3rd.-- T. 




176 mHA9HAIlA.TJL (AbsIHAhTO. 

sweet as nectar. And since Indra, from compassion, had said,-— 
He will draw hie emtenance from me, — and showed him that 
kindness,* therefore, the gods named that child Mdndhdtri.* 
Then jets of milk and clarified butter dropped into the mouth 
of YuMana^wa’s son from the hand of the high-souled Indm, 
The continued to suck the hand of Indra and by that 
means to grow.*"* In twelve days he became twelve cubits 
in stature and endued with great prowess. And he conquered 
the whole of this Earth in course of a single day.* Of virtu- 
ous soul, possessed of great intelligence, heroic, devoted to 
truth, and a master of his passions, Mandhatri vanquished by 
his bow Janamejaya and Sudhanwan and Jaya and Cuna and 
Yrihadratha and Asita and Nriga.f All the lands lying be- 
tween the hill where the Sun rises and the hill where he sets, 
are known to this day as the dominions of Mandhatri. Hav- 
ing performed a hundred Horse-sacrifices, and a hundred RHjcir 
Siiya sacrifice^ also,’®"'* he gave away, O monarch, unto the 
Brahmanas, some Rohita fishes made of gold, that were ten 
Yojanaa in length and one Yojana in breadth.'* Mountains of 
savoury food and edibles, of diverse kinds, after the Brahmanas 
had been entertained, were eaten by others (who came at his 
sacrifices) and contributed to their gratification.'* Vast quanti- 
ties of food and edibles and drink, and mountains of rice, look- 
ed beautiful as they stood. Many rivers, having lakes of clari- 
fied butter, with diverse kinds of soup for their mire, curds for 
their froth, and liquid honey for their water, looking beautiful, 
and wafting honey and milk, encircled mountains of solid viands. 
Gods and Asuras and men and Yakahas and Oandharvaa and 
Snakes and birds,'*"'* and many Brahmanas, accomplished in 
the Vedas and their branches, and many Riahis, came to his 
sacrifices. Amongst those present there, none was illiterate.'* 
King Mandhatri, having bestowed the Earth bounded by the 
seas ami full of vmalth upon the Brahmanas, at last disappeared 
like the Sun,** filling all the points of the compass with his 
fame, he repaired to the regions of the righteous. When he 

♦ me for his sa8taiaer%~>T, 

t Instead of Cu^at the Boiiibay text gives Pwm— T.* 
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di’ad, O Srinj»y«, who excelled thefi ih ihe four cardinal virtues 
and whoi superior to thee, was much more superior to thy soni, 
thou shouldst not, saying, — Oh ^wmtyu, OA pwaitya,-— ogrieve 
£<» the latter who performed no sacrifice and made no sacri* 
fioial gift.3^”’«-** 


Secjtion LXIII. 

“ ‘ — Narada said, — [ Yayati the son of Nahusa, O Srinjaya,' 
we hear, fell a prey to death. Having performed a hundred 
Rcijaauyaa, a hundred Horse-sacrifices, a thousand Pwnda^'ikaa, 
a hundred Vajapeyas, a thousand inumerable Chdtur- 

indsyaa, diverse Agniahtomaa, and many other kinds of sacri- 
fices, in all of which he made profuse gifts unto the Brahmanas, 
he gave away unto the Brahmanas, having counted it first, the 
whole of the wealth that existed on this Earth in the possesdon 
of Mlecchaa and other Brahmana-hating people. When the 
gods and the Aauraa were arrayed for battle, king Yayati aided 
the gods.*"* Having divided the Earth into four parts, he gave 
it away unto four persons. Having performed various ss^rificea 
and virtuously begotten excellent offspring upon (his wives) 
Devayani the daughter of uganaa, and Carmishtha, king 
Yayati, who was like ,unto a celestial, roved through thC celes- 
tial woods at his own pleasure like a second Vasava. Acquaint- 
ed with all the Vedaa, when, however, he found that he was not 
satiated with the indulgence of his passions,®"^ he then, with hia 
wives, retired into the forest, uttering this saying, — Whatever 
of paddy and wheat and gold and aninaals and women there 
are on Earth, even the whole of these is not sufficient for one 
man. Thinking of this, one .should cultivate contentment 
Thus abandoning all his desires, and attaining to contentment,, 
the lord Yayati, installing (his son) on his throne, retired into 
tlte forest. When he died, O Srinjaya, who was superior to 
thee in respect of the four cardinal virtues and who, superior to 
thee, was much more superior to thy son, thou shouldst not, 
saying,— OA pwaitya, Qh pwaitya, — grieve for the latter who 
performed no sacrifice and mtale no sacrificial present.]’ "•*** 
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Section^ LXIV. 

“‘iJarada said, — [NabhEga’s son Amvarisha, O Srinjaya, we 
hoar, fell a prey to death. Alohe he battled with a thousand 
times thousand kings.* Desirous of victory, those foes, accom- 
plish%d.in weapons, rushed against him in battle from all sides, 
uttering fierce exclamations.* Aided by his strength and sicti- 
vity and the skill he had acquired by practice, he cut off, by 
the force of his weapons, the umbrellas, the weapons, the stand- 
ards, the cars, and the lances of those enemies, and dispelled 
his anxieties.** Desirous of saving their lives, those men, 
doffing their coats of mail, implored him (for mercy). They 
sought his protection, saying, — We yield ourselves to thee !* — 
Beducing them to subjection, and conquering the whole earth, 
he performed a hundred sacrifices of the best kind, according to 
the rites ordained in the scriptures, O sinless one !* Food poss- 
essed of every agreeable quality was eaten (at those sacrifices) 
by large classes of people. At those sacrifices, the Brahmanas 
were respectfully worshipped and greatly gratified,* And the 
regenerate classes ate sweet-meats, and Pv/rikas, and PwpoB, 
and ^ashhdia of good taste and large size, and Karambkas, 
and Prithumridwikas, and diverse kinds of well-dressed 
edibles* and various kinds of soup, and^ Maireyd, and Itaga- 
khandavas, and diverse kinds of confectionery, well-prepared, 
soft, and of excellent fragrance, and clarified butter, and honey, 
and milk, and water, and sweet curds, and many kinds of fruit 
and roots agreeable to the taste-i**"* And they that were habituat- 
ed to wines, drank, in due time, diverse kinds of intoxicating 
drinks for the sake of the pleasure these produced, and sang and 
played upon their Musical instruments.*® And others, by thou- 
sands, intoxicated jirith what they drank, danced and merrily 
s«E^ hymns to the praise of Amvarisha; while others, unable to 
beaar themselves eitoct, fell down on the earth.** In those sactd- 
fioesi Mng AmVari|ha gave, as sacrificial presents, the kingdoms 

• te^ read this verse differently.--T^ 

t The WAde m ifalica are names of Indian confectionery, prepared 
^ with whiMt or barley^ milk, and su^ar or honey.— T. 
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httncbrc^s an<l tliQUBands of kings unto tke ten milioos of priwtv 
(emplpyod by Having petforped nfiverse sacrifices, thais 

king gave unto the Brahmanas, as saorifichd presents, numbers oC 
princes and kings whose coronal locks had undergone the sacred 
b^h, all cased in golden coats of mail, all having white umlttel- 
ias spread over their heads, all seated on golden cars, all j|titired 
in excellent 'robes and having large trains of followers, and all- 
bearing their sceptres and in possession of their treasuries. The- 
great Rishis, seeing what he did, were highly gratified, and said^ 
—None amongst men in past times did, none in the future wilt 
be able to do, what king Amvrisha of profuse liberality is doing 
now — ^Whon he, O Srinjaya, died who was superior to thee^ 
in respect of the four cardinal virtues and who, superior to thee, 
was much more superior to rfiy son, thou shouldst not, thereforej. 
saying , — Oh ■ ^vaaitya, Oh ^waitya, — ^grieve for the latter who* 
performed no sacrifice and made no sacrificial present! ”**• 

Section LXV. 

“ ‘ — N&rada said, — [ King Ca9avindu, O Srinjaya, we hear; 
fell a prey to death. Of great beauty and prowess incapable of 
being baffled, he performed diverse sacrifices.* That high-souled 
aaonarch had one hundred thousand wives. From each of those 
wives were born a thotisand sons.* All those princes were en-^ 
dued with great prowess. They performed millions of sacrifices. 
Accomplished in the Vedas, those kings performed many fore- 
most of sacrifices.* All of them were cased (on occasions of 
battle) in golden coats of mail. And all of them were excellent^ 
bowmen. All these princes born of Capavindu performed Horse- 
st^riBces.* Their father, O best of monarchs, in the Horse- 
sacrifice- he performed, gave away, (as sacrificial presents), all 
those sons unto the Brahmanas. Behind each of those princ^ 
•j^re hundreds upon hundreds of cars and elephants* and feiri 
mridens decked in ornaments of gold. With each maiden w’era' 
a hundred riephants; with each elephant, a hundred cats ;* wi^ 
each CM a hundred steeds decked in garlands of gold. With'* 
each of thbse steeds were a thousand kipe ; and wit|) eacth coif 
were fifty goats,’ The highly blessed Ca^vindu gave away 
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the Brahmanas, in that great Borse-sacrifice of his such tm!i* 
mited wealth i* The king caused as many saciidcial stakes of 
gold to be made for that great Honse-sskcrifice of his as is the 
number, doubled, of sacrificial stakes of wood in other samifioes 
of the kind.* There were mountains of food and drink of ,tbe 
heigl^of al^out two miles each. Upon the completion of his 
Horse-sacrifice, thirteen such mountains of food and drink re- 
mained (untouched).'* His kingdom abounded with people that 
wore contented and well-fed. And it was free from all inroads of 
evil and the people were perfectly happy. Having ruled for many 
long years, Ca<;avindu at last ascended to heaven.” When he 
died, O Srinjaya, who was superior to thee in respect of the 
four cardinal virtues and who, superior to thee, was, therefore, 
much more superior to thy son, thou shouldat not, saying, — 
Oh ^waitya, Ok ^waitya , — grieve for the latter who performed 
no sacrifice and made no sacrificial presents t] — ’ ”** 

• Section LXVI. 

*' ‘ — Narada said, — [ Gaya the son of Amartarayas, O Siin- 
jay, we hoar, fell a prey to death. That king, for a hundred 
years, ate nothing but what remmned of the libations of clarified 
butter poured into the fire.* Agni (gratified with this proof of 
great devotion) offered to give him a boon. Gaya solicited the 
boon (he desired), saying, — I desire to have a thorough knowledge 
of the Vedaa through ascetic penances, through practice of Brah- 
VKiacharya, and of vows and rules, and through the grace of my 
superiors !* I desire also inexhaustible wealth, through practice 
of the duties of my own order and without injury to others 1*^ 
I wish also that I may always be able to make gifts unto Brah- 
manas, with devolaon 5 Let me also procreate sons upon wives 
belonging to my own order and not upon others !* Let me be 
able to give away food with devotion. Let my heart always 
d^l^t in righteousness ! O (Agni) thou supreme cleanser, let 
no i^apedhaent overtake me while 1. am engaged in acts for 

* Theiie |re the liiLetboda by which he sought a knowledge the 
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the attainment of religicl^s merit !*— Saying — So he if,-— Agni 
disappeared there and then. And Oaya also, acquiring all he 
had asked for, subjugated his foes in fair fight.* King Gaya 
then performed, for a full hundred years, diverse kinds of sacri- 
fices vrith profuse presents unto the Brahmanas and the vows 
called GkatvjrmMsyae and others. Every year, for a centufy, the 
king gave (unto the Brahmanas) one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand kine, ten thousand steeds, and one hundred thousand crores 
gold fmsA/cas^, upon rising (on the completion of his sacri- 
fices).^"* Under every constellation also, he gave away the pre- 
sents ordained for each of those occasions.* Indeed, the king 
performed various sacrifices like another Soma or another Angi- 
ras.** In his great Horse-sacrifice, king Gaya, making the Earth 
golden, gave her away unto the Brahmanas.** In that sacrifice 
the stakes of king Gaya were all exceedingly costly, being of 
gold, decked with gems, and delightful to all creatures.** Cap- 
able of filling every wish, Gaya gave those stakes unto well- 
pleased Brahmanas and other people.*' The diverse classes of 
creatures'dwelling in the ocean, the woods, the islands, the rivers 
male and female, the waters, the toVns, the provinces, and even 
in heaven, were all gratified with the wealth and food distri- 
buted at Gaya's sacrifices. And they all said, — No other sacri- 
fice can come up to this one of Gaya!**"** — The sacrificial altar 
of Gaya was thirty Yojanas in length, six and twenty Toja- 
nas in width, and four and twenty Yojanas in height. And 
it was made entirely of gold, and overspread with pearls and 
diamonds and gems. And he gave away this alter unto the 
Brahmanas, as also robes and ornaments.**"** And the munifi- 
cent monarch also gave unto the Brahmanas other presents of 
the kind Md down (in the scriptures). Upon the completion 
of that sacrifice, five and twenty hills of food remained un- 
touched,** and many lakes and several beautifully fiowing rivulets 
of juicy drinks, and many heaps, besides, of robes and orna- 
ments.*’ And in consequence of the merit of that great sacri- 
fice, Gaya came to be well-known in the three worlds. And due 

* Ifak$ha$ra-da,kthinA is explained by Nilakantha as NtAet/Ur<t-vihUA' 

Dakthind,, — T. 
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to that sacrifice are the eternal Bania#and the a^red Brahmetr 
sarae.*® When he died, O Srifijaja, who was auperidr to ^ee itf 
respect of four cardinal virtues and who, , superior to thee, wa«l 
therefore, much more superior to thy son, thou shbuldst nhtt. 
saying ,^ — Oh Qwaitya, Oh fwoMya, — grieve for the latter whdt 
perfoiSsed no sacrifice and made no sacrificial present !]—* ’*•* * 


Section LXVII. 

“* — Narada said, — [ Rantideva the son of Sankriti, O Srin- 
jaya, we hear, fell a prey to death. That high-souled king had 
two hundred thousand cooks to distribute excellent food, raw and 
cooked, like unto Amrita, unto the Brahmanas, by day and by 
night, who might come to his house as guests.**”* The king 
gave away unto the Brahmanas his wealth acquired by righte> 
ous means. Having studied the Fedos, he subjugated his foes 
in fair fight.* Of rigid vows and always engaged in the due 
performance of sacrifices, countless animals, desirous of going 
to heaven, used to come to him of their own accord.^'f So large 
was the number of animals sacrificed in the Agnihotrot of that 
king that the secretions flowing from his kitchen from the heaps 
of skins deposited there caused a veritable river. And that 
river, from this circumstance, came to be called the Char^ 
manv}aii.*% He incessantly gave away nishkas of bright gold 
unto the. Brahmanas.— I give thee niakkas ! — I give thee 
HifAkaa ! — these were the words incessantly uttered by him.* 
—I give thee, — I give thee, — saying these words he gavs 
away thoufiunds of idahkaa. And once again, with soft words 
to the Br&hmiuias, he give away niahkm.' Having given 
in course of a single day, one crore of such coins, hi^ 
thought that he tod given away very little. And therefore, hq 
would give away many more. Who else is there that would 

.to aW* ^ he gave ?• The king gave away wealth,, 

. 1 / '■ • ■ — : ■ ■■ ' ■ ■ 

The Bengal riding of the second line of the second Terse is Tici* 
OHS. At tate, tlie Bombay reading is better. — T. 

f are believed to go to h^Ven.— ? 
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t do not'igive wealth into hands of Br&hinai' 
^eat and eternal grief, without doubt, will be miiw !*~ 
For a hundread years, every fortnight, he gave unto thousanda 
of Brlhmanas a golden bull unto each, followed by a century of 
kine and eight hundred pieces of niaJikas. All the articlofi that 
were needed for his Agnihotra, and all that were needed for his 
other sacrifices,**"'* he gave away unto the Riahis, including 
Kttraka^ and water-pots and plates and pans, and beds and car- 
pets and vehicles, and mansions and houses,** and diverse kinds 
of trees, and various kinds of viands. Whatever utensils and 
articles Bantideva possesssed were all of gold.** They that are 
acqucdnted with the history of ancient times, seeing the super- 
human affluence of Bantideva, sing this song,** viz ., — ^We have, 
not seen such accumulated treasures even in the abode of Ku- 
vera ; what need be said, therefjre, of human beings ?“ — And 
people wonderingly said, — Without doubt, the kingdom of 
Bantideva is made of gold.* On such nights when guests were 
assembled in the abode of Bantideva,** one and twenty thou- 
sand kine were sacrified (for feeding them). And yet the royal 
cooks, decked with begemmed ear-rings, had to cry out, saying,** 
— Eat as much’ soup as you like, for, of meat, there is not 
tka much today as in other days ! — ^Whatever gold was left 
belonging to Bantideva, he gave even that reroijant away 
unto the Brahmanas during the progress of one of his sacri- 
fices. In his very sight the gods used to take the libations 
of clarified butter poured into the fire for them,**"*’ and the 
Pitria the food that was offered them in praddhaa. And all 
superior Brahmanas used to obtain from him ( the means of 
gratifying) all their desirea When he died, O Srinjaya, who 
was superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal virtues** and 
who, superior to thee, was, therefore, much more superior to 
thy son, thou shouldst not, saying — Oh ^waitya, Oh fwaitya, 


8 A kind of vessel by BiAhmanas and others for begging. — T. 

• VMWokt&Tdi means “ made of gold.’* It is a feminine adj^tive. Tb# 
snbstantive is omitted. I think the passage may meanT-.“Tho of 
Bantideva is made of goId.”-»T.. 



— -^grieve for the latter who performed mo aacrifi^ ahd made met 
aacrifieial gift !] — 


Section LXVIIL 

« *— Narada said, — [Dushmanta’s son Bharata, 0 SrinjaySr 
we hear, fell a prey to death. While only a child (living) in the 
forest, he achieved feats incapable of being achieved by 
others.* Endued with great strength, he speedily deprived the 
very lions, white as snow and armed with teeth and claws, of 
all their prowess, and dragged them and bound them (at his plea- 
siwe).* He used to check tigers also, that were fiercer and more 
ruthless (than lions), and bring them to subjection. Seizing other 
beasts of prey possessed of great might, and even huge ele- 
phants, dyed with red arsenic and spotted with other li<)uid 
minerals, by their teeth and tusks, he used to bring them to sub- 
jection, causing their mouths to become dry or obliging them 
to fly away.*^ Possessed of great might, he used also to drag 
the mightiest of buffalos. And in consequence of his strength, 
he checked proud lions by hundreds, and powerful Srimaras^ 
and horned rhinoceroses and other animals. Binding them by 
theit necks and crushing them to an inch of their lives, he used 
to let them go.*"* For those feats of his, the regenerate ascetics 
(with whom he lived) came to call him Sarvadamana, (the con- 
troller, of all). His mother at last forbade him to torture animals 
in that way.* Endued with great prowess he performed a hun- 
dred Horse-sacrifices on the banks of Yamuna, three hundred 
such sacrifices on the banks of Saraswati, and four hundred 
on the banks of Qanga.* Having performed these sacrifices he 
once more performed a thousand Horse-sacrifices and a hundred 
great, sacrifices, in which his gifts also to the Br&h-^ 
mntnas were very ;^ofU8e.* Other sacrificesj-again, such as the 
th^ Atiratra, the Ukthy a &ni the Vifwijit, he 
performed, toget}:^r with thousands and thousands of Fdy<ipe- 
and; cemplelBd without any impediment*® The son of 
Cakantal^ havii^ performed all these, gratified the BfEhtaanas 
with wealth. Possessed of great fame, BharE^ai 

then ge^ ten tHcfisand billiohs of couw, made of the mmit pnxet^ 
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gold] unto Kanwa (who had brought up his mother CakuntalS 
as his own daughter). The gods with Indra at their head, accom- 
panied by the Brahmanas, coming to his sacrifice, set up his 
sacrificial stake made entirely of gold and measuring in width 
hundred Vyobmas,* And the imperial Bharata of noWe^souI, 
that victor over all foes, that monarch never conquered by 
any enemy, gave away unto the Brahmanas beautiful horses 
and elephants and cars, decked with gold, and beautiful gems of 
all kinds, and camels and goats and sheep, and slaves — male and 
female — and wealth, and grain, and milch cows with claves, and 
villages and houses and fields, and diverse kinds of robes, 
numbering by millions and millions. When he died, O Srin- 
jaya, who was superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal 
virtues”"^* and who, superior to thee, was, therefore, much more 
superior to thy son, thou shouldst not, saying — Oh pwaitya, 
Oh pwciitycij — grieve for the latter who performed no sacrifice 
and made no sacrificial present !] — ’ 


Section LXIX. 

'Narada said, — [Vena’s son, king Prithii, O Srinjaya, we hear, 
fell a pray to death. In the Rdjasuya sacrifice he performed, 
the groat Rishis installed him as Emperor (of the world)/ He 
vanquished all, and through his achievements, became known 
(all over the world). For this he came to be called Prithu (the 
celebrated). And because he protected all people from wounds 
and injuries, for this he became a true Kshatriya.f* Behold- 
ing Vena’s son Prithu, all his subjects said, — We are highly 
pleased with him ! — In consequence of this affection that he 
enjoyed of his subjects he came to be called a Rdjd,t^ During 
the time of Prithu, the Earth, without being cultivated, yielded 
crops in Sufficiency. All the kine, again, yielded milk when- 

* A vydma is the space between the two arms extended at their far- 
thest — T. 

f Literally, a Kshatriya is one that rescues another from wounds 
and injuries. — T. 

t A rdjd is one who enjoys the affections of his people, and with 
whom they are delighted. 

24 
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ever they were touched. Every lotus was full of honey.* The 
Kttga blades were all of gold, agreeable to the touch, and other- 
wise delightful. And the subjects of Prithu made cloths of 
those blades, and the beds also on which they lay.* All the 
fruity were soft and sweet and like unto Amrita (in taste). 
And these constituted the food of his subjects none amongst 
whom had ever to starve.* And all men in Prithu’s time were 
I hale. And all their wishes were crowned with fruition. They had 
nothing to fear. On trees or in caves, they dwelt as they liked. ’ 
His dominions were not distributed into provinces and towns. 
The people lived happily and in joy as each desired.* When 
king Prithu went to the sea, the waves became solid. The 
very mountains used to yield him openings that he might 
pass through them. The standard of his car never broke 
(obstructed by anything).* Once on a time, the tall trees of 
forest, the mountains, the gods, the Aauraa, men, the snakes, 
the seven Rishis, the Apsaras'° and the Fitria, all came to 
Prithu seated at his ease, and addressing him, said, — Thou art 
our Emperor ! Thou art king ! Thou art our protector and 
father ! Thou art our Lord ! “ Therefore, O great king, give us 
boons after our own hearts, through which we may, for ever, 
obtain gratification and joy !'* Unto them Prithu the son of 
Vena said, — So be it ! — Then taking up his Ajagava bow* and 
some terrible arrows the like of which existed not, he reflected 
for a moment. He then addressed the Earth, saying,** — Come 
quickly, O Earth ! Yield to these the milk they desire ! From 
that, blessed be thou, I will give them the food they solicit !** — ■ 
Thus addressed by him, the Earth said, — It behoveth thee, O 
hero, to regard me as thy daughter ! — Prithu answered, — So be 
it ! And then that great ascetic having his passions under con- 

trol, made all arrangements (for milking the Earth).** Then the 
entire assemblage of creatures began to milk the Earth. And first 
of all the tall trees of the forest rose for milking her.** The Earth 
then, full of affection, stood there, desiring a calf, a milker, and 
vessels (whwein to* hold the milk). Then the blossoming f^ala be- 
came the c»tf, the jbanian became the milker,** tom buds became 

.' M l i ' ' 

* The bow of Cita, otherwise called Pinftkh.— T. 
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the milk, and the auspicious fig tree became the vessel. (Next, 
the mountains milked her). The Eastern hill, whereon the Sun 
rises, became the calf ; the prince of mountains, viz., Meru, 
became the milker the diverse gems and deciduous herbs be> 
came the milk ; and the stones became the vessels (for holding 
that milk). Next one of the gods became the milker, arid all 
things capable of bestowing energy and strength becmne the 
coveted milk.'* The J.sttra8 then milked the Earth, having wine 
for their milk, and using an unbaked pot for their vessel. In 
that act, Dwimurddhan became the milker, and Virochana 
the calf.** Then human beings milked the Earth for cultivation 
and crops. The Self-create Manu became their calf, and Prithu 
himself the milker.** Next the Snakes milked the Earth, get- 
ting poison as the milk, and using a vessel made of a gourd. 
Dhritarasbtra became the milker, and Takshaka the calf.** 
The seven I^iahis, capable of producing everything by their 
fiat,* then milked the Earth, getting the Vedas as their milk, 
Vrihaspati became the milker, the Chhandas were the ves- 
sel, and the excellent Soma, the calf.** The Yahshas, milking 
the Earth, got the power of disappearance at will as the milk, 
in an unbaked pot. Vai 9 ravana (Kuvera) became their milk- 
er, and Vrishadhdhaja their calf.** The Oandharvaa and the 
Apsarae milked all fragrant perfumes in a vessel made of a 
lotus leaf. Chitraratha became their calf, and the puissant 
Vi^waruchi their milker.** The Pitris milked the Earth, 
getting Swaha as their milk in a vessel of silver. Yama the son 
of Vivaswat became their calf, and (the Destroyer Antdka) 
their milker.** Even thus was the Earth milked by that assem- 
blage of creatures who all got for milk what they each desired. 
The very calves and vessels employed by them are existing to 
this day and may always be seen.®* The powerful Prithu the 
son of Vena, performing various sacrifices, gratified all crea- 
tures in respect of all their desires by gifts' of articles agreeable 
to their hearts.** And he caused golden images to be made of 


• AlAithtakarm,ia%, literally, one who is never fatigued with work ; 

hence, one capable of oVaining the reeulU of action by a mere fiat of 
the will. It may also mean, of unspotted acts.*— T. 
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every article on Earth, and bestowed them all on the Brahma- 
nas at his great Horse-sacrifice.^*® The king caused six and 
sixty thousand elephants to be made of gold, and all those he 
gave away unto the Brahmanas,*® And this whole Earth also 
the king caused to be decked with jewels and gems and gold, 
and gave her away unto the Brahmanas.** When he died, O 
Srinjaya, who was superior to thee as regards the four cardinal 
virtues and who, superior to thee, was, therefore, much more 
superior to thy son, thou shouldst not, saying — Oh ^waitya^ 
Oh gwaiiy i ^ — grieve for the latter who performed no sacrifice 
and made no sacrificial present !] — ’ 


Section LXX. 

« ‘ — Narada said, — [Even the groat ascetic Rama, that hero 
worshipped by all heroes, that son of Jamadagni, of great fame, 
will die, without being contented (with the period of his life) I* 
Rooting out all evils from the earth, he caused the primeval 
Yuga to sot in. Having obtained unrivalled prosperity, no 
fault could be seen in him.-f** His father having been slain and 
his calf having been stolen by the Kshatriyas, he, without any 
boast, slew Karttavirya who had never been vanquished before 
by foes.* With his bow he slew four and sixty times ten 
thousand Kshatriyas already within the jaws of death.^ In that 
slaughter were included fourteen thousand Brahmana-hating 
Kshatriyas of the Dantakiira country, all of whom he slew.* Of 
the Haihayas, he slew a thousand with his short club, a thou- 
sand with his sword, and a thousand by hanging. t* Heroic 
warriors, with their cars, steeds, and elephants, lay dead on the 
field, slain by the wise son of Jamadagni, enraged at the 
slaughter of his father,’ And Rama, on that occasion, slew 
ten thousand KLshatriyas with his axe. He could not quietly 

♦ PdrthivaSf i. A, relaing to the Earth, — T. 

t The first line of this verse, I think, has been correctly explained by 
Nilakantha. The f^raphrase is i/a im^m hhvmim mkhdm kurvan (Hdyam 
(i, c., yugain\ anup^ryeti ima. — T. 

X The Mmbay text adds some verses here which do not occur in the 
Bengal texts.— T. 
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boar the furious speeches uttered by those (foes of his) ♦ And 
when many foremost of Brahmanas uttered exclamations, men- 
tioning the name of Kama of Bhrigu's race,* then the valiant 
son of Jamadagni, proceeding against the Kashmiras, the 
Daradas, the Kuntis, the Kshudrakas, the Malavas, the Angas, 
the Vangas, the Kalingas, the Videhas, the Tamraliptakas,* the 
Rakshovahas, the Vitahotras, the Trigartas, the Martikavatas, 
counting by thousands, slew them all by means of his whetted 
shafts. Proceeding from province to province, he thus 
slew thousands of crorm of Kshatriyas. Creating a deluge of 
blood and filling many lakes also with blood as red as Indrotr 
jopakas or the wild fruit called Vandnjiva, and bringing all the 
eighteen islands (of which the Earth is composed) under his sub- 
jection, that son of Bhrigu's race*®'^* performed a hundred sacri- 
fices of great merit, all of which he completed ahd in all of 
which the presents he made unto the Brahmanas were profuse. 
The sacrificial altar, eighteen nalas high, made entirely of 
gold, and constructed according to the ordinance,^* full of diverse 
kinds of jewels and gems and decked with hundreds of standards, 
and this Earth abounding with domestic and wild animals,*® were 
accepted by Ka5yapa as the sacrificial present made unto him 
by Rama the son of Jamadagni. And Rama also gave him 
many thousands of prodigious elephants all adorned with gold.*® 
Indeed, freeinaf the Earth from all robbers, and making her 
teem with honest and graceful inhabitants, Rama gave her 
away to Ka9yapa at his great Horse-sacrifice.*^ Having divest- 
ed the Earth of Kshatriyas for one and twenty times, and 
having performed hundreds of sacrifices, the puissant hero gave 
away the Earth to the Brahmanas.** And it was Maricha 
(Ka9yapa) who accepted from him the Earth with her seven is- 
lands. Then Ka^yapa said unto Rama, — Go out of the Earth, at 
my command !*® — At the word of Ka(;yapa, that fornemost of 
warriors, desirous of obeying the Brahmana s behest, caused by 
his arrows the very octan to stand aside,*® and reparing to that 
best of mountains called Mahendra, continued to live there. Even 
that enhancer of the fame of the Bhrigus, possessed of such 


* K. F. Sinha makes a ludicrous blunder in readin'^g this iine.-**T« 
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numberless virtues,** that famous son of Jamadagni, of great 
splendour, will die ! Superior to thee as regards the four car- 
dinal virtues, and much more superior to thy son, (even he will 
^e) !*• Do not, therefore, grieve for thy son who performed 
no saprifice and made no sacrificial present. All these, superior 
to thee as regards the four cardinal virtues and as regards also 
a hundred other merits, all these foremost of men, have died, 
O Srinjaya, and they that are like them will also die !]— ' ”** 

Section LXXI. 

“ ‘Vyasa said, — ^Hearing these sacred histories of sixteen 
kings, capable of enhancing the period of life ( of the listener), 
king Srinjaya remained silent without saying anything,’ 
The illustrious Rishi Narada then said unto him thus sitting 
silent, — [O thou of great splendour, hast thou heard these his- 
tories recited by me, and hast thou caught their meaning ?* 
Or, are all these lost, like a ^raddha performed by a person of 
the regenerate classes having a pudrS wife !] — Thus addressed, 
Srinjaya replied with joined hands,' — [0 thou that hast wealth 
of asceticism, having listened to these excellent and praise- 
worthy histories of ancient royal sages all of whom performed 
great sacrifices with profuse presents unto the Brahmanas,* 
my grief hath all been dispelled by wonder, like the darkness 
that is dispelled by the rays of the Sun ! I have now been 
cleansed of my sins, and I do not feel any pain now. Tell me, 
what shall I do now !]*• 

« ‘ Narada said, — [By good luck it is that thy grief hath 

been dispelled ! Solicit thou the boon that thou desirest ! 
Thou wilt obtain all that thou mayst ask ! We never say 
what is false 1]”* 

« ‘ Srinjaya said, — [ I am happy with even this, viz., that 

thou, O holy onej art gratified with me ! He with whom thou, 

0 holy one, art Ratified, hath nothing unobtainable here I]* 

-Ifarada Isaid, — [ I will once more give thee thy son 
who van fruitlefsly slain by the robbers, taking him out of 
terrible hell Uke jan animal slaughtered in a sacrifice !]— * 

‘“VySsa s4d,— ^Then the son o^ Srinjaya, of wonderful 
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Splendour, appeardd, that child resembling the son of S^UTero 
himself, bestowed by the gratified RieM ( on the bereaved 
father).' And King Srinjaya, once more meeting with bin 
son, became highly delighted. And he performed many meri* 
torious sacrifices, giving away profuse sacrificial presents . upon 
completion." Srinjaya's son had not fulfilled the purposed 
of his being. He had performed no sacrifice and had no 
children. Destitute of bravery, he had perished miserably and 
not in battle. It was for this reason that he could be brought 
back into life.*" As regards Abhimanyu, he was brave and 
heroic. He hath fulfilled the purposes of life, for the bravo 
son of Subhadra, having blasted his foes by thousands, hath 
left the world, falling in the field of battle !** Those inexhaust- 
ible regions that are attainable by Brahmaeharya, by know- 
ledge, by acquaintance with the scriptures, by foremost of 
sacrifices, even those have been obtained by thy son." Men of 
knowledge always desire heaven by their righteous deeds. They 
that are living in heaven never prefer this world to heaven.** 
Therefore, it is not easy for any desirable thing that might have 
been unattained by him to bring back into the world Arjuna’s son 
slain in battle and now residing in heaven." Thy son has 
attained to that eternal goal which is attained by yogina with 
eyes shut in contemplation, or by performers of great sacrifices, 
or people possessed of great ascetic merit." After death, attain- 
ing a new body, that hero is shining like a king in his own 
immortal rays. Indeed, Abhimanyu has once more got his own 
body of lunar essence that is desirable by all regenerate persons. 
He deserveth not thy grief. f*' Knowing this, be quiet, and 
slay thy foes. Let fortitude be thine. 0 sinless one, it Is the 
living that stand in need of our grief, and not they that 
have attained to heaven." His sins increase, O king, for whom 
the living grieve. Therefore, he that is wise, abandoning grief, 
should strive for (thC) benefit (of the dead)." The living man 


• SannUhikcu, i, e., clad in mail. — T. 

t The Bengal reading Dwyaidhitim ia certainly better than the Bern# 
bay reading DwijoohitSwt although Nilakantha explains uohi dm as abhi* 
staram,— T. , 
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should think of the joy, the glory, and the happiness (of the 
dead). Knowing this, the wise never indulge in grief, for grief 
is grief.*** Know this to be true I Eise up ! Strive (to achieve 
thy purpose) ! Do not grieve I Thou hast heard of the origin 
of Death, and her unexampled penances,** as also the imparti- 
ality of her behaviour towards all creatures. Thou hast heard 
that prosperity is unstable. Thou hast heard how the dead son 
of Srinjaya was revived.** O learned king, do not grieve ! 
Peace be to thee, I go ! — Having said this, the holy Vyasa 
disappeared then and there.** Upon the departure of that mas- 
ter of speech, that foremost of intelligent persons, viz., the holy 
Vyasa, whose color was like that of the clouded sky, Yudhish- 
thira, having derived consolation** in consequence of what he 
had heard about the sacrificial merit and prosperity of those 
great monarchs of olden times possessed of energy equal to that 
of the great Indra himself and all of whom had acquired wealth 
by righteous means,** mentally applauded those illustrious per- 
sons and became freed firom grief. Once more, however, with 
a melancholy heart he asked himself, saying, — ‘What shall we 
say unto Dhananjaya ?’ ’’ *' 


Section LXXII. 

( Pratijna Parva ). 

“Sanjaya said, — 'When that terrible day, so fraught with 
the slaughter of creatures, departed, and when the sun set, 
the beautiful twilight of the evening spread itself.* The troops, 
O bull of Bharata’s race, of both parties, had retired to their 
tents. Then the ape-bannered Jishnu, having slain large num- 
bers of Satusaptakas by means of his celestial weapons, pro- 
ceeded towards his tent, mounted on that victorious car of his. 
And as he was proceeding, he asked Qovinda, with voice choked 
in tears, — Why is my heart afrighted, 0 Ke^ava, and why 
doth my sfieiech falter ? Evil omens encounter me, and my limbs 
are weak I*"* Thoughts of disaster possess my mind without 
leaving it* On earth, in all sides, various omens strike me with 
fear ! Of many kinds are those omens And indications, and seen 
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everywhere, foreboding dire calamity ! Is it all right with my 
venerable superior, viz., the king, with all his friends — 

“ ‘Vasudeva said, — It is evident that every thing is right with 
thy brother and his friends. Do not grieve, some trifling evil 
in another direction will happen.^ — ’ • 

“Sanjay continued, — Then those two heroes, (viz., Krishna 
and Arjuna), having adored the twilight,* mounted on their 
car and proceeded, talking of the incidents of that day’s battle 
so destructive of heroes.* Having achieved feats exceedingly 
difficult of accomplishment, Vasudevaand Arjuna at last reached 
the (Pandava) encampment. Then that slayer of hostile heroes, 
viz., Vibhatsu, beholding the camp joyless and melancholy and 
everything to be in confusion, addressed Krishna with an agon- 
ised heart, and said,®"^® — O Janarddana, no auspicious trumpet 
blows today, its blasts mingled with the beat of drums and 
the loud blare of conchs The sweet Vinl> also is nowhere 
played upon in accompaniment with slapping of palms.f Aus- 
picious and delightful songs fraught with praise are nowhere 
recited or sung by our bards amongst the troops ! The warriors 
also, beholding me, all recede, hanging down their heads 
They do not tell mo, as before, of the feats achieved by them I O 
Madhava, is it all right with my brothers today ?** Beholding 
our own men plunged in grief, I know no peace 1 Is it all 
right, O giver of honors, with the ruler of the Panchalas, 
or Virata,** or all our warriors, O thou of unfading glory I 
Alas, Subhadra’s son, ever cheerful, doth not today, with his 
brothers, come Qut with smiles to receive me returning from 
battle !*• — 

“Sanjaya said, — Thus conversing, those two, ( viz., Krishna 
and Arjunah entered their own camp. And they saw that the 
Pandavas, all cheerless, were sitting, plunged into great grief,*^ 
Beholding his brothers and sons, the ape-bannered Arjuna be- 
came very cheerless. Not seeing the son of Subhadra there, 
Arjuna said,'* — Pale is the color I behold of the faces of you all ! 


^ Twilight is herself the goddess who is supposed to adored by 
eertain prayers said on the occasion. — ^T. 
t These slaps mark the cadences,— 'T. 
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I do not, again, see Abhimanyu t Nor doth he come to Gon^ 
gratulate me!^® I heard that Drona had today formed the 
circular array. None amongst you, save the boy Abhimanyu^ 
could break that array.*® I, however, did not teach him bow to 
como of that array, after having pierced it. Did you cause 
tho boy to entoi that array ?** Hath that slayer of hostile heroes^ 
mz,, the son of Sabhadra, that mighty bowman, having piercedi 
that array, through numberless warriors of the enemy in battle, 
fallen at last in the fight ? Oh, tell me how that hero, of mighty 
arms and red eyes, born (in our line) like a lion on the mountain 
breast, and eq[ual unto the younger brother of Indra himself, 
bath fallen on the field of battle !**'** What warrior, deprived of 
his senses by Death, ventured to slay that dear son of Subhadra, 
that favourite of Draupadi and Ke 9 ava> that child ever loved 
by Kunti ?** Equal unto the high-soulod Vrishni hero Ke^ava 
himself in prowess and learning and dignity, how hath he been 
slain on the field of battle The favourite son of that 
daughter of the Vrishni race, always cherished by me, alas, if 
I do not see him I will repair to the abode of Yania 1** With 
locks ending in soft curls, of tender years, with eyes like those 
of a young gazelle, with tread like that of an. infuriate elephant, 
tall like a ^dla offshoot,®’ of sweet speech accompanied with 
smiles, quiet, ever obedient to the behests of his superiors,, 
acting like one of mature years though tender in age, of agree- 
able speech, reft of vanity,®® of great courage and great energy, 
of large eyes resembling lotus petals, kind to those devoted to 
him, self-restrained, never following anything mean,®® grateful, 
possessed of knowledge, accomplished in weapons, unretreating 
from battle, always delighting in fight, and enhancing the fears 
of foes,®® engaged in the welfare of kinsmen, desirous of vic- 
tory unto his sires, never striking first, perfectly fearless in 
battle,®* alas, if I do not behold that son, I will repair to the 
abode of Yama ! In the tale of car- warriors always reckoned 
as a MahcLratha,^ superior to me one and a half times, of 
tender years, of n(iighty arms, over dear to Praddyumna and 
Kegava and myself,*® alas, if I do not behold that son I wiH 
repair to the abode of Yama ! Of beautiful nose, of beautiful 
£. rehead, of fair ^yes and eyebrows an<f lips,®^ if I do not be- 
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liold that face what peace can my heart have ? Melodious as 
the voice of the male Kolcila^ delightful, and sweet as the 
warblings of the Vina,^^ without listening to his voice what 
peace can my heart have ? His beauty was unrivalled, rare 
even among the celestials Without casting my eyes on 
that form, what peace can my heart have ? Accomplished in 
aaluting (his superiors) with reverence, and always obedient to 
tho behests of his sires, alas, if I do not behold him what peace 
can my heart have ? Brave in battle, accustomed to every 
luxury, deserving of the softest bed,** alas, he sleepcth today 
on the bare Earth as if there is none to take care of him al- 
though ho is the foremost of those that have protectors to look 
after them ! He on whom, while on his bed, the foremost of 
beautiful women used to attend,*® alas, he, mangled with shafts, 
will have inauspicious jackalls, prowling over the field, to 
attend upon him today 1 He who was formerly awaked from 
his slumbers by singers and bards and panegyrists,^^ alas, he 
will today be surely awaked by discordant beasts of prey ! That 
beautiful face of his eminently deserved to be shaded by the 
umbrella ! Alas, the dust of the battle-field will surely begrim 
it today ! O child, unfortunate that I am, death forcibly takes 
thee away from me, who was never satiated with looking at 
thee ! Without doubt, that abode of Yama, which is always 
the goal of persons of righteous deeds, that delightful man- 
sion, illumined today by thy own splendour, is rendered ex- 
ceedingly beautiful by thee ! Without doubt, Yama and Vani- 
na and Catakratu and Kuvera, obtaining thee as a favourite 
guest, are making much of thy heroic self I — Thus indulging 
in diverse lamentations like a merchant whose vessel has been 
drowned,^*”*® Arjuna, afflicted with great grief, asked Yudish- 
thira, saying, — O thou of Kuru’s race, hath he ascended te 
heaven, having caused a great slaughter among the enemy 
and contended with foremost warriors in the face of battle ? 
Without doubt, while contending single-handed with foremost 
of warriors countless in number and fighting with vigor and 
resolution, his heart turned towards me from desjre of help J 
While afflicted by Kama and Drona and Kripa and others 
with sharp shafts of diferse kinds and bright points, my son o£ 
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little strength, mus* have repeatedly thought — My father will 
in this press be my rescner — I think, while indulging 

in such lamentations he was felled on the ground by cruel war- 
riors ! Or, perhaps, when he was begotten by me, when he 
was the# nephew of Madhava,*®' when he was bom in S'ubhadrit, 
he could not have uttered such exclamations ! Without doubt, 
my heart, hard as it is, is made of the essence of the thunder,^* 
since it breaketh not even though I do not behold that mighty- 
armed hero of red eyes ! How could those mighty bowmen of 
cruel hearts shoot their deep-piercing shafts upon that child 
of tender yews who, again, was my son and the nephew of 
Vasudeva? That noblc-hoarted youth who, coming forward 
everyday, used to congratulate me,**^* alas, why doth he not 
present himself today to me when I come back having slain 
the f je ? Without doubt, overthrown, he lieth today on the 
bare earth, bathed in blood Beautifying the Earth with 
his body, he lieth like the Sun fallen (from the firmament) ! I 
grieve for Subhadra, who, hearing of the death in battle of 
her unretreating son, will, afflicted with sorrow, cast away her 
li£d ! What will Subhadra, missing Abbimanyu, say unto 
me ?**'■** What also will Draupadi say unto mo ? Afflicted 
with grief as they are, what also shall I say unto them ? With- 
out doubt, my hpart is made of the essence of the thunder, 
since it breaketh not®^ into a thousand fragments at the sight 
of my weeping daughter-in-law pierced with grief! The leonine 
shouts of the Dhartarashtras swelling with pride did, indeed, 
enter my ears Krishna also had heard Yuyutsu censuring 
the heroes (of the Dhartarashtra army in these words) : — Ye 
mighty car- warriors, having been unable to vanquish Vibhatsu, 
avd having slain only a child,*® why do ye rejpice* Ye un- 
righteous oil' S; ye will soon feel the might of the Panda vas ! 
Why, having done what is disagreeable to those two, viz, 
Ke^ava and Arjuna, in battle,*® why do you in joy roar like lions 
when truly the hour for your sorrow is come ? The fruits of this 
sinful deed of yours will soon overtake you !** Heinous is the 
crime perpetrated by you ! How long will it not bear its fruits ? 
—-Rebuking them Sn these words, the high-souled son of Dhrita- 
rasbtraby his Vaijya wife,** went away, casting off his weap^ 
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ons, afflicted with rage and grief ! O Krishna, why did yau 
not tell mo all this during the battle ? I would then have con^ 
sumed all those car-warriors of cruel hearts !®* — * 

‘ Sanjaya continued,— 'Then Vasudeva, comforting Fartha 
who was afflicted with grief on account of his son, who was^ ex- 
ceedingly thoughtful, whose eyes where bathed in tears, and who 
was, in fact, overwhelmed with this sorrow caused by the slaught- 
er of his child,®* said unto him, — Do not yield so to grief ! 
This is the way of all brave, unreturning heroes,®® especially of 
Kshatriyas, whose profession is battle ! O foremost of intelligent 
men, even this is the goal ordained by the authors of our scrip- 
tures for unretreating heroes engaged in battle ! Death is cer- 
tain for heroes that do not retreat There is no doubt that 

Abhimanyu hath ascended to those regions that are reserved for 
persons of righteous acts ! O bull of Bharata*s race, even this 
is coveted by all that are brave,®* viz,, that they may die in 
battle, facing their foes ! As regards Abhimanyu, he, having 
slain in battle many heroic and mighty princes,®* hath met 
with that death in the face of battle which is coveted by 
heroes ! Do not grieve, O tiger among men ! The legislators 
of old have declared this to be the eternal merit of the Ksbatri- 
yas, viz., their destruction in battle ! O best of the Bharatas, 
these brothers of thine are all exceedingly cheerless,’®**’* as also 
these kings, and these thy friends, seeing thee plunged into 
grief ! O giver of honors, comfort these in consoling words !’* 
That which should be known is known to thee ! It behov- 
eth thee not to grieve ! — Thus comforted by Krishna of 
wonderful deeds, Partha’* then said these words unto all his 
brothers, in a voice choked with sorrow : — O lord of Earth, 
I desire to hear how the mighty-armed Abhimanyu, how that 
hero of large eyes resembling lotus petals, fought ! Ye will see 
that I will exterminate the foe with his elephants and cars and 
steeds,’*"*’® I will exten;yiinate in battle those slayers of my son 
with all their followers and Ijinsmen 1 Ye all are accomplished 
in arms. Ye all were armed with weapons.’® How then could 
Subhadra’s son be slain even if it were the wielder of the thun- 
der-bolt himself with whom he fought ? Alas, if I had known 
that the Paiidavas and thS Panchalas would be unable to protect 
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my son in battle, I myself would then have protected him ! Ye 
were then on your cars. Ye were shooting your shafts. Alas, 
hDW then could Abhimanyu be slain by the foe causing a 
great carnage in your ranks ? Alas, ye have no manliness, nor 
have ye any prowess,^^*'^® since in the very sight of you all was 
Abhimanyu slain ! Or, I should chide my own self, since know- 
ing that ye all are weak, cowardly, and irressolute, I went away I 
Alas, are your coats of mail and weapons of all kinds only 
ornaments for decking your persons, and were words given you 
only for speaking in assemblies, that ye failed to protect my son 
(even though ye were clad in mail, armed head to foot, and even 
though ye had assured me in words of yoiir competence) ? — 
Having said these words, Partha sat down, holding the bow 
and hk excellent sword.*^"^* Indeed, none could, at that time, 
even look at Vibhatsu who then resembled the Destroyer himself 
in wrath, repeatedly drawing Jong breaths.®^ None of his 
friends or kinsmen could venture to look at or speak unto 
Arjuna as he sat there exceedingly afflicted with grief on account 
of his son and with face bathed in tears.®®" None, indeed, could 
address him, save Vasudeva or Yudhishthira, These two, under 
all circumstances, were acceptable to Arjuna.®® And because 
they were highly reverenced and dearly loved, therefore, could 
they alone address him at such times. Then king Yudhishthira, 
addressing Partha of eyes like lotus petals, who was then filled 
with rage and exceedingly afflicted with grief on account of the 
death of his son, said these words.’ ”®® 


Section LXXIII. 

“ ‘Yudhishthira said, — O mighty-armed one, after thou hadst 
gone towards the army of the Samsaptakae, the preceptor Dro- 
na made fierce endeavours for seizing me.* We succeeded, how- 
ever, in resisting Drona at the head of his array at all points, 
having, in that battle, disposed our vigorously- contending car- 
division counter-array.® Held in check by a large number of 
warriors, and myself als3 having been well protected, Drona 
began . to smitg us with great activity, afflicting us with bis 
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‘whetted shafts,* Thus afflicted by him, we could not then even 
gaze at his army, far less pierce it in battle * All of us then, 
addressing thy son by Subhadra, who was equal to thyself, O 
lord, in prowess, said unto him, — [O son, pierce this array of 
Drona ] !' — That valorous hero, thus urged by us, then sought, 
like a good horse, to take that burden on himself however un- 
bearable it might have been for him.* Endued as he was with 
thy energy, aided by that knowledge of weapons which he deriv- 
ed from thee, that child then penetrated unto that array like 
Garuda penetrating into the ocean,^ As regards ourselves, we 
followed that hero, that son of Subhadra, desirous in, in that 
battle, of penetrating (into the Dhartarashtra army) by the same 
path by which Abhimanyu had entered it.* Then, O sire, the 
wretched king of the Sindhus, viz., Jayadratha, in consequence 
of the boon granted to him by Rudra, checked all of us !* Then 
Drona and Kripa and Kama and Drona’s son, and the king 
of the Kocjalas, and Kritavarman, these six car-warriors, sur- 
rounded the son of Subhadra.*® * Having surrounded that child, 
all those great car-warriors, — too many for him although he was 
contending to the utmost of his power, — deprived him of his 
car.** After he had been deprived of his car, Dus<;asana’s son, 
though he himself had a hair-breadth escape, succeeded, as chance 
would have it, in making Abhimanyu meet with his end.** As 
regards Abhimanyu, he, having slain many thousands of men 
and steeds and elephants, and eight thousand cars, and once more 
nine hundred elephants,*® two thousand princes, and a large 
number of heroic warriors unknown to fame, and despatching 
in that battle king Vrihadvala also to heaven,** at last, through 
ill luck, met with his - own death. Thus hath occurred this 
fact that so enhances our grief !** That tiger among men hath 
even thus ascended to heaven ! — Hearing these words uttered 
by king Yudhishthira, Arjuna,*' saying — Oh son ! — and brea- 
thing a deep sigh, fell down on the earth in great pain. Then 
all the warriors of the Pandavas, surrounding Dhananjaya with 
cheerless faces,* began, filled with grief, to look at one an- 
other with winkless eyes. Recovering consciousness then, 
Vasava’s son became furious with rage.** S® seemed to be in 
a feveris^ tremor, and sighed frequently. Squeezing his bfltuds. 
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drawing deep breaths, with eyes bathed in tears, and casting 
his glances like a madman, he said these words.*’ 

“ ‘Arjuna said, — Truly do I swear that tomorrow I will slay 
Jayadratha ! If from fear of death he doth not forsake the 
Dhaitarashtras,” or implore our protection, or the protection of 
Krishna that foremost of men, or of thine, 0 king, I shall as- 
suredly slay him tomorrow !** Forgetting his friendship for 
me, engaged in doing what is agreeable to Dhritarashtra’s son, 
that wretch is the cause of the child’s slaughter ! Tomorrow 
I will slay him !” Whoever they may be that will encounter 
me in battle tomorrow for protecting him, be it Drona or Kripa, 
O king, I will cover them all with my arrows !*• Ye bulls 
among men, if I do not achieve even this in (tomorrow’s) battle, 
let me not attain the regions reserved for the righteous, ye 
foremost of heroes !’* Those regions that are for them that 
slay their mothers or for them that slay their fathers, or them 
that violate their preceptors’ beds, or them that are vile and 
wicked,” or them that cherish envy against the righteous, or 
them that speak ill of others, or them that appropriate the 
wealth confidingly deposited with them by others, or them that 
are betrayers of trusts,” or them that speak ill of wives enjoyed 
by them before, or them that have slain Brahmanas, or them 
that have killed kine,*^ or them that eat sugared milk and tice, 
or food prepared of barley, or potherbs, or dishes prepared of milk, 
sessamum, and rice, or thin cakes of powdered barley fried in 
clarified butter, or other kinds of cakes, or meat, without having 
dedicated the same to the gods,” — even those regions shall 
speedily be mine if I do not slay Jayadratha ! Those regions to 
which they go that offer insults to Brahmanas devoted to the 
study of the Vedas or otherwise worthy of respect or to those 
that are venerable in years or to those that are righteous or to 
th3se that are their preceptors, (those regions shall speedily be 
mine if I do nof slay Jayadratha !) That end which becomes 
theirs who touchy Brahmanas or fire with the feet, that end 
which becomes theirs who throw phle^ and excrete and eject 
urine into the witer, even that miserable end shall be mine if 
I do not slay Jayadratha 1”"** That end which is his who 
bathes (in wate>4 ^ nudity, <nr bis who does not hoa» 
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pHnibly entertain a gaesfc, that end which is theirs who receive 
bribes, speak falsehoods, and deceive and cheat others,®* that 
end which is theirs who offend against their own souls, or who 
falsely utter praises (of others), or of those low wretches who eat 
sweatmeats in the sight of servants and sons and wives* and 
dependents without sharing the same with these, that awful end 
shall be mine if I do not slay Jayadratha That end which 

overtakes the wretch of ruthless soul who without support- 
inz a righteous and obedient proiege casts him off, or him 
who, without giving unto a deserving neighbour the offerings in 
Qradclkaa, giveth them away unto those that deserve them not, 
that end which overtakes them who marry girls called Yrishalis^ 
that end which is his who drinks wine, or his who insults 
those that are worthy of respect, or his who is ungrateful, or 
his who speakoth ill of his brothers, that end shall soon be 
mine if I do not slay Jayadratha The end of all those 

sinful persons whom I have not mentioned, as also of those whom 
I have mentioned, shall soon be attained by me,®® if, after this 
night passes away, I da not slay Jayadratha tomorrow ! — 

“ ‘ — Listen now to another oath of mine !®® If tomorrow’s 
Sun sots without my slaying that wretch, then even here I 
shall enter the blazing fire Ye ^4 suras and gods and men, 
ye birds and snakes, ye Pitris and all wanderers of the night, 
ye regenerate Rishis and celestial Rishis, ye mobile and im- 
mobile creatures, ye all that I have not mentioned, ye will not 
succeed in protecting my foe from me If he enters the abode 
of the nether region, or ascends the firmament, or repairs to 
the celestials, or the realms of the Daityas, I shall still, 
with a hundred arrows, assuredly cut off, on the expiration 
of this night, the head of Abhimanyu’s foe ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having uttered these words, Arjuna 
bogaan to stretch Qdndiva with both his arms. Transcending 
Arjuna's voice the soundf* * of that bow rose and touched the 
very heavens,*® After Arjuna had taken that oath, Janar^ 
ddana, filled with wrath, blew his conch Pdnehajanya, And 
Phalguna blew Devadatta^^ The great conch Panchenjanya ^ 
well-filled with the wind from Krishna’s mouth, produced a 
loud blare. And that blare"* made the regents the cardinal 
26 ' 
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tuid th® subsidiary points, the nether regions, and the whole 
universe, to tremble like to what* happens at the eiid of the 
Tugd^* Indeed, after the high-souled Arjuna had taken that 
oath, the sound of thousands of musical instruments and loud 
le<mibe roars arose from the Pandava camp.’ ”** 


Section LXXIV. 

‘‘Sanjaya said, — ‘When the spies (of Duryodhana), having 
heard that loud uproar made by the Pandavas desirous of vic- 
tory, informed (their masters of the cause), Jayadratha, over- 
whelmed with sorrow, and with heart stupified by grief, and like 
one sinking in a fathomless ocean of distress, slowly rose up, and 
having reflected for a long while, proceeded to the assembly of 
tho kings. Reflecting for a while in the presence of those gods 
among men.^”* Jayadratha, in fear of Abhimanyu’s father and 
covered with shame, said these words : — He who in Pandu’s 
soil was begotten by Indra under the influence of desire,* that 
wicked wretch is thinking of despatching me to tho abode of 
Yama ! Blessed be ye, I shall, therefore, go back to my home 
from desire of life !* Or, ye bulls among Kshatriyas, protect 
me by the force of your weapons ! Partha seeks to slay me. 
Ye heroes, make me fearless !* Drona and Duryodhana and 
Kripa, and Karna, and the ruler of the Madras, and Valhika, 
and Dus9asana and others, are capable of protecting a person 
who is afflicted by Yama himself!’ When, however, I am 
threatened by Phalguna alone, will not all these lords of Earth, 
will not all of you, joined together, be able to protect me ?• 
Having heard the shouts of joy of the Pandavas, great hath 
been my fear. My limbs, ye lords of Earth, have become 
powerless like Ifliose of a person on the point of death !’ With- 
out doubt, the iwielder of Odndiva hath vowed my death ! It 
i| for this that fthe Pandavas are shouting in joy at a time when 
tfiey should we^p !** Let alone the rulers of men, the very 
gO<fe and the Asuraa, the Uragas, and the MSr- 

cann(Jt venture to baffle a vow of Arjuna !** Ther^ 
fore, ye bulls |moflg men, blessed ^ ye, give me permission 
<to leair^ the ||ura eamp). I want to make myself scarce. The 
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Panda vas will no longer be able to find me — While indulging 
in such lamentations, with heart agitated by fear, king Duryo- 
dhafta, always looking upon the accomplishment of his own 
business to be preferable to everything else, said unto him these 
words Do not fear, O tief-er among pien 1 O bull aihong 
men, who will seek to encounter thee in battle when thou wilt 
stay in the midst of these Kshafcriya heroes Myself, Vikar- 
tana’s son Kama, Chitrasena, Viving^ati, Bhurigravas, Gala, 
Galya, the invincible Vrishasena,^* Purumitra, Jaya, Bhoja, 
Siidakshina the ruler of the Kamvojas, Satyavrata, the mighty- 
armed Vikarna, Durmukha,^* Dus<jasana, Suvahu, the ruler of 
the Kalingas with his weapons upraised, Vinda and Anuvinda 
of Avanti, Drona, Drona’s son, and Cuvalas son (Cakuni),^’^ 
—these and numerous other kings will, with their forces, march 
to battle, surrounding thee on all sides ! Let the fever of thy 
heart, therefore, be dispelled Thou art thyself one of the 
foremost of car-warriors ! O thou of immeasurable splendour, 
thou thyself art a hero ! Being what thou art, how canst thou 
then see any cause of fear, O king of the Sindhus!^'* The 
eleven Akshauhinis of troops I own will carefully fight for 
protecting thee ! Therefore, do not fear, O king of the Sin- 
dhus ! Let thy fears be dispelled ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — Thus comforted, O monarch, by thy 
son, the king of the Sindhus then, accompanied by Duryodhana, 
repaired that very night to Drona (the generalissimo of the 
Kuru army).®* Then, O king, having touched Drona’s feet 
with reverence, and taken his seat with humility, he asked his 
preceptor these words — In hitting the aim, in hitting it from 
a distance, in lightness of hand, and in the force of the stroke, 

O illustrious one, tell the difference between myself and Phal- 
guna O preceptor, I wish to know accurately the difference 
as regards proficiency (in the science of arms) between myself 
and Arjuna ! Say it unto me truly • — 

‘‘ *Drona said, — Of tutorial instruction, both of you, i, e., 
thyself and Arjuna, have had the same measure, O son ! In 
consequence, however, of j/ogfa and the hard life led by Aljuna, 
he is superior to thoel®® Thou shouidst not, however| for 
any reason, cherish fear of Parthal Without djj>ubt, I will 



Os3h, protect thee from this fear!** The very gods cannot 
prevail over him who is protected by my arms ! I will 
form an array which Partita will not succeed in piercing 
Therefore, contend thou in battle, do not fear, observing the 
dnties of thy own order ! O mighty car-warrior, tread in the 
track of thy sires and grandsires !** Having duly studied the 
Vedas^ thou hast poured libations, according to the ordinance, 
on the fire ! Thou hast also performed many sacrifices. Death 
cannot, therefore, te an object of terror to thee!** (For if 
thou diest), attaining then to that great good fortune which 
is unattainable by vile men, thou wilt acquire all those excel- 
lent regions in heaven that are acquirable by the might of one's 
arms !®® The Kanravas, the Pandavas, the Vrishnis, and other 
men, as also myself with my son, are all mortal and short- 
lived I Think of this One after another, all of us, slain by 
Time which is all powerful, shall go to the other world, bearing 
with us only our respective deeds 1^* Those regions that ascetics 
acquire by undergoing severe penances, those regions are ac- 
quired by heroic Eshatriyas that are observant of the duties of 
their order.*® — Even thus was the ruler of the Sindhus comfort- 
ed by Bharadwaja's son. Banishing his fear of Partha, he sot 
his heart on battle.** Then, O king, thy troops also felt great 
delight, and the loud sound of musical instruments was heard, 
mingled with leonine shouts.' 


Section LXXV. 

"‘Sanjaya said, — ‘After Partha had vowed the slaughter of 
the ruler of the Sindhus, the mighty-armed Vasudeva address- 
ed Dhananjayk and said,^*— With the consent of thy brothers 
(alone, but w|bhout consulting me), thou hast vowed, saying, — 
J %viU slay rwler of the Sindh'iis ! — This hath been an act 
of great rash|ess (on thy part) !* Without consulting with me 
thpti hast tal^n up a great weight (upon thy shoulders) ^ Alas, 
how sh^l w the ridicule of all men I* I had sent some 

spies Into th^^ camp of Dhritarashtra’s son. Those ^ies, quick- 

;■ ■ . I ■■■ ' 

Literal! vJ '‘‘in 



MONA MlRVA. 20J5 

ly coining unto me, gave me this information,* viz., that after 
thou, O lord, hadst vowed to slay the ruler of the Sindhus, loud 
leonine shouts, mingled with the noise of (our) musical instru- 
ments, were heard by the Dhartarashtras.* In consequence of 
that uproar, the Dhartarashtras, with their well-wishers, bo- 
came terrified. — These leonine shouts are not causeless \ — 
thought they, and waited (for what would ensue).* O thou, of 
mighty arms, an uproarious din then arose amongst the Kaura- 
vas, of their elephants and steeds and infantry. And a terrible 
rattle was also heard of their cars.* — Having heard of the 
death of Abhimanyu, Dhananjaya, deeply afflicted, will in 

t 'uth come out in the night for battle ! — thinking even thus, 
sy waited (ready for battle).* While preparing themselves, 
0 thou of eyes like lotus petals, they then learnt truly the vqw 
about the slaughter of the ruler of the Sindhus, made by thee, 
that art wedded to truth.*’ Then all the counsellors of Suyo- 
dhana became heartless and frightened like little animals. As re- 
gards king Jayadratha,'* that ruler of the Sindhus and the Sauvi- 
ras, overwhelmed with grief and becoming thoroughly cheerless, 
he stood up and entered his own tent with all his counsellors.** 
Having consulted (with them) about every remedy that could 
benefit him at a time when he stood in need of consultation, 
he proceeded to the assembly of the (allied) kings and there 
said these words unto Suyodhana — Dhananjaya, thinking me 
to be the slayer of his son, will tomorrow encounter me in 
batttle ! He hath, in the midst of his army, vowed to slay 
me !** That vow of Savyasachin the very gods and Gandhar- 
vas and Asuras and. Uragas and RAkshasas cannot venture to 
frustrate !** Protect me, therefore, ye all in battle ' Let not 
Dhananjaya, placing his foot on your head, succeed in hitting 
the mark ! Let the proper arrangements he made in respect of 
this matter 1*!? ^Or, if, O deliglfter of the Kurus, you think 
that you will not succeed in protect'ng me in battle, grant me 

♦ The Bengal reading SaUjavrataia in the first line of 9 is vicious, I 
adopt the Bombay reading Satyvataa^ qualifying tava. To suppose that 
Krishna paid such a compliment to the Kauravas as is tuiplied by 
Baugal reading is an abjuirdity. — T. 
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permission then, O king, so that I may return homo !^* — -Thus 
addressed (by Jayadratha), Suyodhana became cheerless and sat, 
hanging down his head. Ascertaining that Jayadratha was in 
a great fright, Suyodhana began to reflect in silence. Be- 
holding the Kuru king to be greatly afflicted, king Jayadratha 
the ruler of the Sindhus slowly said these words having a bene- 
ficial reference to himself :** — I do not behold here that bow- 
man of superior energy who can baffle with his weapons the 
weapons of Arjuna in great battle Who, even ^f it be Cata- 
krutu himself, will stay in front of Arjuna having Vasudeva 
for his ally, while wielding the bow Odndiva It is heard 
that the Jord Mahecjwara himself of supreme energy had bee||fc 
encountered, before this, by Partha on foot, on the mountains 
of Himavat !*‘ Urged by the chief of the celestials, he slew, 
on a single car, a thousand Ddnavas dwelling in Hiranya- 
pura I®* That son of Kunti is now allied with Vasudeva of 
great intelligence. I think that ho is competent to slay the 
three worlds including the very gods.** I wish that you will 
either grant mo permission (to leave the field for my home) 
or that the high-souled and heroic Drona with his son will 
protect me ! Or, I would await thy pleasure P* — O Arjuna^ 
(thus addressed by Jayadratha) king Suyodhana humbly bc- 
seeched the preceptor in this matter.* All remedial measures 
have been adopted. Cars and steeds have been arranged.®*^ 
Kama and Bhuri^ravas, and Drona s son, and the invincible 
Vrishasena, and Kripa, and the ruler of the Madras, — these six 
will he in (Jayadratha's) van.** Drona will form an array half 
of which will be a ^akataf and half a lotus. In the middle of 
of the leaves of that lotus will be a needle-monila^d array. 
Jayadratha,*' that rujer of the Sindhus difficult of being con- 
quered in battle, take his stand, by it, protected by 

hero^ ! In (the use of ) the bow, in weapons, in prowess, in 
strength, and also ini lineage,** those six car- warriors, O Partha, 

are, without 4bubt, exceedingly difficult of being borne. With- 

.. 1 

* L added his voi|e to that of Jayadratha, requesting Drona to 
protect the latt#. — T. | 

r A kind of car or vlblcle; — T. 
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out first vanquishing those six ear- warriors, access to Jayar 
dratha will not be had.*® Think, O Arjuna, of the prowess 
of each of those six. O tiger among men, when united together, 
they are not capable of being easily vanquished !** We should, 
therefore, once again, take counsel with well-wishing counsellors 
conversant with policy, for our benefit and for the success of 
our object ! — ’ ”** 


Section LXXVI. 

“ ‘Arjuna said, — These six car-warriors of the Dhartarashtra 
army whom thou regardest to be so strong, their (united) energy, 

I think, is not equal to even half of mine !‘ Thou shalt see, O 
slayer of Madhu, the weapons of all these cut off and bafiled 
by me when I go against them for slaying Jayadratha’* In 
the very sight of Drona and all his men, I will fell the head 
of the ruler of the Sindhus, on the Earth, beholding which 
they will indulge in lamentations.® If the Saddhyaa, the 
Miuiras, the Fusits with the Afwins, the Maruta with Indra (at 
their head), the Vifwedevas with the other gods,* the Pitris, 
the Gandharvas, Garuda, the Ocean, the mountains, the firma- 
ment, Heaven, Earth, the point of the compass (cardinal and 
subsidiary), and the regents of those points,® all the creatures 
that are domestic and all that are wild, in fact, if all the mobile 
and the immobile beings together, become the protectors of 
the ruler of the Sindhus, yet, O slayer of Madhu,* shalt thou 
behold Jayadratha slain by me tomorrow in battle with my 
arrows 1 O Krishna, I swear by Truth, I touch my weapons (and 
swear by them),’' that I shall, O Ke^ava, at the very outset, 
encounter that Drona, that mighty bowman, who hath become 
the protector of that .sinful wretch Jayadratha !* Suyodhana 
thinks that this .^ame (of battle) resteth on Drona ! Therefore, 
piercing through the very van commanded by Drona himself. , 
I shall get at Jayadratha!® Thou shalt tomorrow behold the 
mightiest of bowmen riven by me in battle by means of my 
shafts endued with fierce energy, like summits o^a hUl riven 
by the thunder !** Blood shall flow (in torrents) firom the 
Ijreasts of fallen men "Und elephants and steeds split opra hy 



whetted shafts falling fast upon them !' ‘ The shafts shot from 
Gcindiva, fleet as the mind or the wind, will deprive thousatute 
of men and elephants and steeds of life 1‘* Men \rill behold ih 
tomorrow’s battle those weapons which I have obtained from 
Yama and Kuvera and Varuna and Indra and Rudra !'• Thou 

•t 

shalt behold in tomorrow’s battle the weapons of all those who 
come to protect the ruler of the Sindhus, baffled by me with 
my Brahma, weapon Thou shalt in tomorrow’s battle, O 
Ke 9 ava, behold the Earth strewn by mo with the heads of 
kings cut off by the force of my shafts !** (Tomorrow) I shall 
gratify all cannibals, rout the foe, galdden my friends, and 
crush the ruler ot the Sindhus !“ A great offender, one who 
hath not acted like a relative, born in a sinful country, the 
ruler of the Sindhus, slain by me, will sadden his own.‘^ Thou 
shalt behold that ruler of the Sindhus, of sinful behaviour, and 
brought up in every luxury, pierced by me with my shafts 
On the morrow, O Krishna, I shall do that which shall make 
Suyodhana think that there is no other bowman ip the world 
who is equal to me !** My Oandiva is a celestial bow ! I my- 
self am the warrior, O bull among men 1 Thou, O Hrishike9{^ 
art the charioteer ! What is there that I will not be able to 
vanquish ?** Through thy grace, O holy one, what is there un- 
attainable by me in battle ? Knowing my prowess to be incap- 
able pf being resisted, why, O Ilri3hike9a, dost thou yet rebuke 
mo ?*^ As Lakshmi is ever present in Soma, as water is ever 
present in the Ocean, know this, O Janarddana, that even so is 
my vow ever ; accomplished !** Do not think lightly of my 
weapons! Do not think lightly of roy tough bow ! Do not 
think lightly of the might of my arms ! Do nof’lhink lightly 
of Dhananjaya f* I shall go to battle in such a way that I 
shall truly win iand not lose I When I have vowed it, know that 
Jayadratha hat^ already been slain in battle !** Verily, in the 
Brahmaa.is ti^th ; verily, in the righteous is humility ; verilyi 
in sacrifloe is jiosperity ; verily, in Narayana is victory !—■’*• 
‘’Bahjaya c|ntinued, — ^‘Having said these words unto Hrishi- 
kepa, having ifunseff said so unto his own self, Aijunh the son 
of Vil^tva, in |a dwp voice, once more addressed the lord 
Ke^va,** say^g, '--■Thou’' shouMaAi O Krishna^ so aet that hijf 



PaRVa] 


DRONA PARVA. 


209 


car my be well equipt as soon as this night dawns, since grave 
is the task that is at hand ! — ’ 


Section LXXVIL 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Both Vasudeva and Dhananjaya, afflicted 
with sorrow and grief, and frequently sighing like two snakes, 
got no sleep that night,^ Understanding that both Nara and 
Narayana were in rage, the gods with Vasava became very 
anxious, thinking, — What will come of it ?• — Fierce winds, 
that were again dry and foreboded danger, began to blow. A 
headless trunk and a mace appeared on the dise of the sun.^ 
And although it was cloudless, frequent thunders were heard, of 
loud report, mixed with flashes of lightning. The Earth, with 
her mountains and waters and forests, shook.^ The seas, those 
habitations of Makaraa, swelled, O king, in agitation. The 
rivers ran in directions opposite to their usual courses.® The 
nether and upper lips of car- warriors and steeds and men and 
elephants began to tremble* And as if for gladdening the 
cannibals, on that occasion foreboding a great accession of popu- 
lation to the domains of Yama,* the animals ( on the field ) 
began to eject urine and excreta, and utter loud cries of woe. 
Beholding these fierce omens that made the hair to stand on 
end,’^ and hearing also of the fierce vow of the mighty Arjuna, 
all thy Warriors, O bull of Bharata’s race, became exceedingly 
agitated,® Then the mighty-armed son of Faka^asana said 
unto Krishna, — Go, and comfort thy sister Subhadra wibh her 
daughter-in-laW^.® And, O Madhava, let also that daughter-in- 
law, and her companions, be comforted by thee ! O brd, com^ 
fort them with soothing words that are again fraught with 
truth — Thus addressed, Vasudeva, with a cheerless hearty 
wending to Arjuna’s abode, began to comfort his sorrowing sis^r 
afflicted with grief on account of the death of her son,** 

‘Vasudeva said, — O lady of Vrishni's race, do not grieve, 
with thy daughter-in-law, for thy son ! 0 timid one,^ all crea^ 
Cures have but one end ordained by Time 1*® Thh ®nd that thy 
iton hath met with behoAeth a hero of proud lineige, 
one who is a Kshatriya I Do not, therefore, gri^e By good 
27 
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luck it is that that mighty car-warrior of great wisdom, of pro- 
wess equal to that of his father, hath, after the Kshatriya cus- 
tom, met with an end that is coveted by heroes !** Having van- 
quish;ed> numberless foes and despatched them unto Yama’s pre- 
sence, he hath himself repaired to those eternal regions, that 
grant the fruition of every wish, and that are for the righteous !'• 
Thy son hath attained that end which the righteous attain by 
penances, by Brahmacharya, by knowledge of the scriptures, 
and by wisdom !'* The mother of a hero, the wife of a hero, the 
daughter of a hero, and a kinswoman of heroes, O amiable one, 
grieve not thou for thy son who hath obtained the supreme 
end !” The wretched ruler of the Sindhus, O beautiful lady, 
that murderer of a child, that perpetrator of a sinful act, shall, 
with his friends and kinsmen, obtain the fruit of this arrogance 
of his on the expiry of this night ! Even if he enters the abode 
of Indra himself, he will not escape from the hands of Par- 
tha Tomorrow thou shalt hear that the head of the ruler 

of the Sindhus hath, in battle, been cut off from his trunk to 
roll on the outskirts of Samantapanchaka I Dispel thy sorrow, 
and do not grieve i*® Keeping the duties of a Kshatriya before 
him, thy brave son hath attained the end of the righteous, that 
end, viz., which we here expect to obtain as also others that 
bear arms as a profession.*' Of broad chest, mighty-arms, un- 
returning, a crusher of car-warriors, thy son, O beautiful lady, 
hath gone to heaven ! Drive away this fever (of thy heart) !** 
Obedient to his sires and maternal relations, that heroic and 
mighty can warrior of great prowess hath fallen a prey to death, 
after having slain thousands of foes I** Comfort thy daughter- 
in-law, O qu#en ! Do not grieve too much, O Kshatriya lady 1 
Drive away thy grief, O daughter, as thou shalt hear such 
agreeable nsws on the morrow 1** That which Partha hath vowed 
must be accomplished. It cannot be otherwise! That which 
is spdght to |>e done by thy husband can never remain unaccom- 
plis^Sd !** iBven if all human beings and snakes and PifSchaa, 
and all thf t^anderers of the night and birds, and all the . gods 
and the aid' the ruler of the Sindhus on the field of . 

faille, ha atiil, unth them, cease to exist tomorrow 1 — "’** 
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Section LXXVin. 

Sanjaya said, — ‘Hearing these words of the high-soaleif 
Ke^ava, Subhadra, afflicted wi^th grief on account of the death 
of her son, began to indulge in these piteous lamentations;*, — Oh 
son of my wretched self, 0 thou that wast in proweSs to equal thy 
father, O child, how couldst thou perish, going to battle !’ Alas; 
how doth that face of thine which resembleth the blue lotus and 
is graced with beautiful teeth and’ excellent eyes, now seenr, 
now that, O child, it is covered with battle’s dust !* Without 
doubt, thee so brave and unreturning, thee fallen on the field, 
with beautiful head and neck and arms, with broad chest, low 
belly,* thy limbs decked with ornaments, thee that art endued 
with beautiful eyes, thee that art mangled with weapon-wounds, 
thee all creatures are, without doubt, beholding as the rising 
moon !* Alas, thou whose bed used to be overlaid with the whitest 
and costliest sheets, alas, deserving as thou art of every luxury, 
how dost thou sleep today on the bare earth, thy body pierced 
with arrows ?* That hero of mighty arms who used of old to 
be waited upon by foremost of beautiful women, alas, how can 
he, fallen on the field of battle, pass his time now in the com- 
pany of jackalls ?* He who of old was praised with hymns by. 
singers and bards and panegyrists, alas, he is today cheered by 
fierce and yelling cannibals and beasts of prey ! By whom,* 
alas, hast thou been helplessly slain when thou hadst the Pan- 
dava^ O lord, and the heroes of the Vrishni race, and all the 
Panchalas, for thy protectors P Oh son. Oh sinless one, I am 
not yet satiated with looking at thee 1 Wretched as I am, it ia 
evident that I shall have to go to Yama’s abode!*® When 
again shall I cast my eyes on that face of thine decked with 
large eyes and beautiful locks, that smooth face without pih^pn 
les,'from which sweet words and excellent perfumes constantly 
issued ?** Pie on the strength of Bhimasena, on the bowman- 
ship of Partha, on the prowess of the Vrishni heroes and the > 
might of the Panchalas 1** Fie on the Kaifceyas, the Chediis, = 
the Katsyas., and the Srinjaya9,'they that could not iMfOtect thee* “ 
O hero, while engaged in battle !'* I behold the Earth to^y tq 
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be empty and cheerless ! Without seeing my Abhimanyu, my 
eyes are troubled with affliction !‘* Thou wast the sister’s son 
of Vasudeva, the son of the wielder of Gandiva, and thyself, 
a hero and an Atiratha / Alas, how shall 1 behold thee slmn !'* 
Alas, O hero, thou hast been to me like a treasture in a dream, 
that is, seen and lost ! Oh, everything human is as transitory 
as a bubble of water !** This thy young wife overwhelmed 
with grief on account of the evil that hath befallen thee, 
alas, how shall I comfort her who is even like a cow without 
her calf Alas, O son, thou hast prematurely fled from me at 
a time when thou wast about to bear fruit, although I am long- 
ing for a sight of thee !‘* Without doubt, the conduct of the 
Destroyer cannot be understood by even the wise, since al- 
though thou hadst Ke^ava for thy protector thou wast yet 
s'ain as if thou wast perfectly helpless !** O son, let that end 
be thine which is theirs that perform sacrifices, and theirs that 
are Brahmanas of purified soul, and theirs that have practised 
Brahmacharya, and theirs that have bathed in sacred waters, 
and theirs that are grateful and charitable and devoted to the 
service of their preceptors, and theirs that have made sacrificial 
presents in profusion !**'** That end which is theirs that are 
brave and unreturning while engaged in battle, or theirs that 
have fallen in battle, having slain their foes, let that end 
be thine !** That auspicious end which is theirs that have 
given away a thousand kine, or theirs that have given away 
in sacrifices, or theirs that give away houses and mansions 
agreeable to the recipients,** that end which is theirs that give 
away gems and jewels to deserving Brahmanas, or theirs that 
are puniethers of crime, O, let that end be thine !** That end 
which is attained by Munis of rigid vows by Brahmacharya, 
or that which iis attained by those women, that adhere to but 
one husband, O son, let that end be thine !*• That eternal end 
which is attained by kings by means of good behaviour, or by 
those persons |hat have cleansed themselves by leading, one 
after another, 4ll the four modes of life, and through the due 
observaimA of ^eir duties,** that end which is theirs that are 
compassionate |to the poor and the distressed, or theirs that 
equitably dtilKPWeeta amongst themselves and their denen- 
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diints, or theirs that are never addicted to deceit and wicked* 
ness, O son, let that end be thine That end which is theirs 
that are observant of vows, or theirs that are virtuons, or 
theirs that are devoted to the service of preceptors, or theirs 
that have never sent away a ^uest unentertained, O san,^ let 
that end be thine !*• That end which is theirs that in distress 
and the most difficult straits succeed in preserving the equani- 
mity of their souls however much scorched they might be 
by the fire of grief, O son, let that end be thine !** O son, 
let that end be thine which is theirs that are always dovoted to 
the service of their fathers and mothers, or theirs that are de- 
voted to their own wives only O son, let that end be thine 
which is attained by those wise men who, restraining them- 
selves from the wives of others, seek the companionship of only 
their own wives in season O son, let that end be thine 
which is theirs that look upon all creatures with an eye of peace, 
or theirs that never give pain to others, or theirs that always 
forgive !•• O son, let that end be thine which is theirs that 
abstain from honey, meat, wine, pride, and untruth, or theirs 
that have refrained from giving pain to others !*• Let that 
goal be thine which they attain that are modest, acquainted 
with all the scriptures, content with knowledge, and have their 
passions under control 1** — ’ 

“ ‘And while the cheerless Subhadra, afflicted with grief, 
was indulging in such lamentations, the princess of Panchala 
(Draupadi), accompanied by Virata s daughter (Uttara), came 
to her.** All of them, in great grief, wept copiously and in- 
dulged in heart-rending lamentations. And like persons reft of 
reason by sorrow, they swooned away and fell down on the 
earth.** Then Krishna, who stood ready with water, deeply 
afflicted, spipkled it over his weeping, insensible, and trembling 
sister pierced in tier very heart, and comforting her, said what 
should be said on such an occasion. And the lotus-eyed one 
said,*’^'*** — Grieve not, O Subhadra ! O Panchali, comfort 
Uttara ! Abhimanyu, that bull among Kshatriyas, bath obtain* 
ed the most laudable goal !** O thou of beautiful face,^let all 
. the other men yet alive in our race obtain that goal which 
Abhimanyu of great fame iiath obtained Ourselves with all^ 
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our friends, wish to achieve, in this battle, that feat, the like 
of which, O lady, thy son, that mighty car-warrior, hath 
achieved without any assistance !**~Having comforted his sister 
and Draupadi and Uttara thus, that chastiser of foes, viz., the 
mighty-armed (Krishna), returned to Parthals side.^* Then 
Krishna, saluting the kings, his friends, and Arjuna, entered 
the inner apartments of the (latter’s) tent, while those kings 
also repaired to their respective abodes.* 


Section LXXIX. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Then the lord Ke<java, of eyes like lotus 
petals, having entered the unrivalled mansion of Arjuna, touch- 
ed water, and spread (for Arjuna) on the auspicious and even 
floor an excellent bed of Kuca blades that were of the hue of 
the lapis lazuli. And keeping excellent weapons around that 
bed, he adorned it duly with garlands of flowers and fried paddy 
and perfumes and other auspicious articles. And after Partha 
(also) had touched water, meek and submissive attendants 
brought the usual nightly sacrifice to the Three-eyed (Maha- 
deva). Then Partha, with a cheerful soul, having decked Ma- 
dhava with perfumes and floral garlands, presented unto Maha- 
deva the nightly offering.* Then Govinda, with a faint smile, 
addressed Partha, saying — Blessed be thou, O Partha, lay 

thyself down, I leave thee ! — Placing door-keepers then, and also 
sentinels well-armed,* the blessed Ke5ava, followed by (his 
charioteer) Daruka, repaired to his own tent. He then laid 
himself dqwn on his white bed, and thought of diverse measures 
to be adop^ed.’^ And the illustrious (Keijava) of eyes like lotus 
leaves, began, for Partha’s sake, to think of various acts that 
would disj^el (Partha’s) grief and sorrow and enhance his prow- 
ess and splendour.* Of soui rapt in yoga, that Supreme Lord 
cf^ all, Vishnu of wide-spread fame, who always did what 
Wisagfeelvble to Jishnu, desirous of benefiting (Arjuna), had 
i^ooursi f|o yoga meditation.* There was none in the Pandava 
-- — inm — ^ — ^ — ■ 

e «iippose«!f that tanmai hare refers to the Threereyed 
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caiiip who slept that night. Wakefulness possessed every one, 
G monarch.^* And everybody (in the Pandava camp) thought 
of this, viz ., — The high-soul ed wiclder of GSndiva, burning 
with grief for the death of fiis son, hath suddenly •vq,wed 
the slaughter of the ruler of the Sindhus ! How, indeed, will 
that slayer of hostile heroes, that son of Vasava, that mighty- 
armed warrior, accomplish his vow ?““** The high-souled son of 
Pandu hath, indeed, made a most difficult resolve ! King Jaya- 
dratha is endued with mighty energy ! Oh, let Arjuna succeed 
in accomplishing his vow ! ** Difficult is that vow which he, 
afflicted with grief on account of his son, hath mede ! Duryo- 
dhana’s brothers are ail possessed of great prowess. His force 
also is countless.'* The son of Dhritarashtra hath assigned all 
these to Jayadratha (as his protectors). Oh, let Dhananjaya 
come back (to the camp), having slain the ruler of the Sindhus 
in battle !'* Vanquishing his foes, let Arjuna accomplish his 
"vow ! If he fails to slay the ruler of the Sindhus tomorrow, 
he will certainly enter the blazing fire !'* Dhananjaya the son 
of Pritha will not dare to falsify his oath ! If Arjuna dies, 
how will the son of Dharma succeed in recovering bis king- 
dom Indeed, (Yudhishthira) the son of Pandu, hath reposed 
(all his hopes of ) victory on Arjuna ! If we have achieved any 
(religious) merit, if we have ever poured libations of clari- 
fied butter on the fire," let Savyasachin, aided by the fruits 
thereof, vanquish all his foes ! — Thus talking, O lord, with 
one another al)out the victory (of the morrow),** that long 
night, O king, of theirs at last passed away. In the middle of 
the night, Janarddana, having awaked,** remembered Partha’s 
vow, and addressing (his charioteer) Dfiruka, said,^ — Arjuna, in 
grief for the death of his son, hath vowed,** O Daruka, that 
before tomorrow’s sun goes down he will slay Jayadratha ! 
Hearing of this, Duryodhana will assuredly take counsel with 
his counsellors,** about how Partha may foil to achieve hm 
object 1 His several Akehanthinia of troops will protect Jaya- 
dratha.** Folly conversant with the rules about applying all 
weapons, Drona also, with his son, will protect him. That 
matchless hero, the ThoUtand-eyed ( Indra himsel0, that cnmher 
of the pride of Daityas and DSmvae,** cannol to iday 
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him in battle who is protected by Drona 1 I, therefore, will do 
that tomorrow by which Arjuna the son of Kunti** may slay 
Jayadratha before,the Sun sets ! My wives, my friends, my 
kinsmen, my relatives/* none amongst these is dearer to me 
than Arjuna ! O Daruka, I shall not be able to cast my eyes, 
even for a single moment, on the Earth bereft of Arjuna ! 

I tell thee, the Earth shall not be reft of Arjuna! Myself 
vanquishing them all with their steeds and elephaali ^ by 
putting forth my strength for the sake of Arjuna, even 1 Will 
slay them with Kama and Suyodhana ! Let the three worlds 
tomorrow behold my prowess in great battle,*’^"** when I put 
forth my valor, 0 Daruka, for Dhananjaya’s sake 1 Tomorrow 
thousands of kings and hundreds of princes,** with their steeds 
and cars and elephants, will, O Daruka, fly away from battle ! 
Thou shalt tomorrow, O Daruka, behold that army of kings 
overthrown and crushed with my discus** by myself in w^t^ 
for the sake of the son of Pandu ! Tomorrow the (three) worlds* 
with the gods, the Oandharvaa, the Pigctehaa, the Snakes, an4 
the Rakshaaaa,** will know me as a (true) friend of Savyasachin. 
He that hateth him, hateth me. He that followeth him, follow- 
eth me.'* Thou hast intelligence. Know that Arjuna is half my 
body ! When morning comes after the expiry of this night, 
thou, O Daruka, equipping my excellent car according to the 
rules of military science, must bring it and follow me with it 
carefully. Placing on it my celestial mace called Kawa^iidahi, 
my dart, and discus, and bow and arrows, an<| every other 
neoceasary, O 8ata, and making room on the terrace of my car 
for my standard and for the heroic Garuda thereon that adorns 
my umbrella, and yoking thereto my foremost of steeds named 
Val&haka tind Meghapushpa and Caivya and Sugriva, having 
cased them^in golden mail of thd splendour of the Sun and the 
fire, and fi^yself putting on thy armour, stay on it carefhUy. 
Hpon hea4ng the loud and terrible blast of my conch Pdtnehor 
jdn$a emitting the shrill Biehma note,* thou wilt come q«d{ifi(ly 
to me. J^ourse of a single day, O D&ruka, I shall dl^l the 
wrathiJ^^le dhrerse woes of my cousin, the son of my patw- 
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nal aunt ! By every means shall I strive so that Vihhatsu in 
battle may slay Jayadratha in the very sight of the Dhartarash- 
tras ! O charioteer, I tell thee that Vibhatsu will certainly suc- 
ceed in slaying all those for whose slaughter he will strive 1 — 

^Daruka said, — He is certain to have victory whose chariot-* 
eersliip, O tiger among men, hath been taken by thee ! 
Whence, indeed, can def^t come to him ?** As regards my- 
self, I will do that which thou hast commanded me to do. This 
night will bring (on its train) the auspicious morp for Arjuna's 
victory 


Section LXXX. 

‘‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Kunti’s son Dhananjaya, of inconceivable' 
prowess, thinking of how to accomplish his vow, recollected 
mantras (given to him by Vyasa). And soon he was lulled 
in theiarms of sleep,' Unto that ape-bannered hero burning 
with grief and immersed in thougl^t, K 65 ava, having Garuda 
on his banner, appeared in a dream.^ Dhananjaya of righteous 
soul, in consequence of his love and veneration for Ke^ava, 
never omitted under any circumstances to stand up and advance 
a few steps for receiving Krishna.® Ilisin||> up, therefore, now 
(in his dream), he gave unto Govinda a sei^^; He himself, how- 
ever, at that time, did not set his heart Ti^0n taking his ^©at.^ 
Then Krishna of mighty energy, knowin^i the resolution of 
Partha, said, while seated, unto the son of these words 

while the latter vhas standing Do not set O Par- 
tha, on grief! Time is unconquerable ! Time 4^riQeth crea- 
tures into the inevitable course.* O foremost m what 

for is this grief of thine ? Grief should not be ^d^|ged in, 
O foremost of lej^rned persons ! Grief is an impediment to ac- 
tion^’ Accomplish that act which should be accomplished I 
The grief that maketh a person forego all efforts is, indeed» , 0 
Dhananjaya, a foe to that person !® A person, by in- 

grief, gladdens his foes and saddens his friends ; whii| the person 
is himself weakened. Therefore, it behoveth thee to* grieve I* 

^Thus addressed by Vasu^eva, the unvanquishi^d Vibhatsu 
giSeat learning then said these words of grave |inyp«t 
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Grave is the vow that I have made about the slaughter of 
Jayadratha ! Even tomorrow I shall slay that wicked wretch, 
that slayer of my son ! Even this hath been my vow, O Ke^ava !‘* 
For frustrating my vow, Jayadratha, protected by all the mighty 
©at- warriors, will be kept in their rear by the DhUrtarashtras 
Their force, in number, consists, O Madhava, of the remnant, 
after slaughter, of eleven Akshauhinis of troops difficult of 
being vanquished !** Surrounded in battle as he will be by all 
of them and b^ all the great car-warriors, how shall we obtain a 
a sight, O Krishna, of the wicked ruler of the Sindhus ?** My 
vow will not be accomplished, O Keijava 1 How can a person 
like me live, having failed to acomplish his vow ?‘* O hero, 
the non-accomplishment is evident of this (my vow which to 
me is a) source of great grief ! (At this season of the year), 
I tell thee that the Sun setteth quicWy !** — The bird-bannered 
Krishna hearing this cause of Partha’s grief, touched water and 
sat with face turned to the East.** And then that hero of eyes 
like lotus leaves and possessed of great energy smd these words 
for the benefit of Pandu’s- son who had resolved upon the 
slaughter of the ruler of the Sindhu’s.** — O Partha, there is an 
eternal and supreme weapon of the name of Pci^wpata! With 
it the god Mahe^wara slew in battle all the Daityas .'** If 
thou rememberest it now, thou wilt then be able to slay Jaya- 
dratha tomorrow ! If it is unknown to thee (now), adore with- 
in thy heart the god having the bull for his mark 1*® Thinking 
of that god in thy mind, remember him, 0 Dhananjaya ! Thou 
art his devotee. Through his grace thou shalt obtain that rich 
possession 1**— Hearing these words of Krishna, Dhananjaya, 
having touched water, sat on the earth with concentrated mind 
and thought of the god Bhava.** After he had . thus sat with 
rapt iqind at that hovir, called Brahma, of auspicious indica- 
tions, ;Arjuna saw himself sojourning through the sky with 
1** And Partha, possessed of the speed of the mind, 
seeme^ to reach, with Ke 9 ava, the sacred foot of Himavat hnd 
the Mhnimat mountain abounding with many brilliant gems 
l^jt'^frequented by Siddhas and ChdraitoA, And the lord 
^P 'ala seemed to have caught^ hold of bis left arm.**^‘ 
jlujieemed to see many wonderful sights as, jhe reached 
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(those places). And Arjuna of righteous soul then seemed to 
amve at the White mountiun on the North.** And then ho 
beheld, in the pleasiire gardens of Kuvera the delicious lake 
decked with lotuses. And he also saw that foremost of rivers, 
via., Ganga, full of water.*^ And ^hen he arrived at the regions^ 
about the Mandara mountains. Those regions were covered 
with trees that always bore blossoms and fruits. And they 
abounded with stones lying scattered about, that were all trans- 
parent crystal. And they were inhabited by lions and tigers 
and abounded with animals of diverse kinds. And they were 
adorned with many • beautiful retreats of ascetics echoing with 
the sweet notes of delightful warblers. And they resounded also 
with the songs of Kinnaras.**"** Graced with many golden and' 
silver peaks, they were illumined with diverse herbs and plants. 
And many Mandara trees with their beautiful burden of flow- 
ers, adorned them.*® And then Arjuna reached the mountains 
called Kala that looked like a heap of antimony. And then ho 
reached the summit called Brahmatunga, and then many rivers, 
and than many inhabited provinces.*' And he arrived at Cata- 
9ringa, and the woods known by the name of CaryyatL And 
then he beheld the sacred spot known as the Horse-head, and 
then the region of Atharvana.** And then he beheld that 
prince of mountains called Yrishadanga, and the great Mandara, 
abounding with Apsaras, and adorned with Kinnaras.** And 
roaming on that mountain, Fartha, with Elrishna, beheld a 
spot of Earth adorned with excellent fountains, decked with 
golden minerals, and possessed of the splendour of the lunar 
rays and having many cities and towns. And he also beheld 
many seas of wonderful forms and diverse mines of wealth.®*'** 
And thus sojourning through the sky and firmament and the 
Earth, he reached the spot called Vishnupada. And wondering, 
with Krishna in his company, he came down with great velocity 
like a shaft shot (from a bow).** And soon Fartha beheld a 
blazing mountain whose splendour equalled that of the planets, 
the constellations, or the fire.'* And arrived at that mountmn, 
he beheld on its top, the high-souled god having the biill for 
his mark, and ever engaged in ascetic penances,** like a thou-; 
sand $uus collected together, and blazing with hii own effulg^ 



S20 


BUBABHASATA. 


|Pa4!rirAirA 


ence. Trident in hand, matted locks on head, of snow-white 
color, he was robed in barks and skins.*” Endued with great 
energy, his body was variegated with a thousand eyes. And 
he was seated with Parvati and many creatures of brilliant forms 
^arpund him).*” And his attendants were engaged in sing- 
ing and playing upon musical instruments, in laughing and 
dancing, in moving about and stretching their hands, and in 
uttering loud shouts. And the place was perfumed with fragrant 
odors.** And Riahia that uttered Brahma adored him with 
excellent hymns of praise. And possessed of unfading glory, he 
was the protector of all creatures, and wielded the (great) bow 
(called Pinalca).** Beholding him, Vasudeva of righteous soul, 
with Partha, touched the earth with his head, uttering the 
eternal words of the Veda** And Krishna adored, mth speech, 
soul, understanding, and acts, that god who is the first source 
of the worlds, the creator of the universe, himself increate, the 
supreme lord of unfading glory ; who is the highest cause of 
the mind, who is space and the wind, who is the cause of all 
the luminous bodies (in the firmament), who is the creator of 
the rain, and the supreme pimordial substance of the Earth, 
who is the object of adoration with the gods, the Ddnavaa, the 
Takahaa, and human beings ; who is the supreme Brahma that 
is seen by Yogina, and the refuge of those acquainted with 
Brahma ; who is tho creator of all mobile and imobile crea- 
tures, and their destroyer also ; who is the Wrath that burns 
everything at the end of the Yuga ; who is the supreme soul ; 
who is Cakra and Surya, and the origin of all attributes.****” 
And KrishUa sought the protection of that Bhava whom men of 
knowledge, desirous of attaining to that which is called the sub- 
tile aiid the spiritual, behold ; that increate one who is the soul 
of all causes.** And Arjuna repeatedly adored that deity, know- 
ing thiit he was the origin of all creatures and the cause of the 
past, the future, and the present.** Beholding thoM two, viz., 
Nara knd Narayana arrived, Sarva of cheerful soul, smilingly 
aaid imto them:**—- Welcome are ye, ye foremost of men! 

and let the fatigue of your journey be oyer ! . What, 
8, is the desire in your heart i Let it bo uttered quick- 
/^t is ’ the buaip^ that 'has brought ymi ddther ? 
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I wiSil accomplish it ! Do what would benefit you I I will 
grant you everything ye may desire !****— Hearing those words of 
the god, they both rose. And then with joined hands, the 
faultless Vasudeva and Arjuna, both of great wisdom, began 
to gratify that high-soulod deity with an excellent hymiv**^ And 
Krishna and Arjuna said, — We bow to Bhaya, to Sarva, to 
Budra, to the boon-giving deity ! We bow to the lord of all 
creatures endued with life, to the god who is always fierce, to 
him who is called Kaparddin ! We bow to Mahadeva, to Bhima, 
to the Three-eyed, or to him who is peace and contentment !** 
We bow to I<jana, or to him who is the destroyer of Sacrifice 1 
Let salutations be to the slayer of Andhaka, to the father of 
Kumara, to him who is of blue throat, to him who is the 
creator !•* Let salutations be to the wielder of Pinaka^ to the 
vow embodied of abstemious food, to him who is Truth, to him 
who is all-pervading ! To him who is red, who is smoke, who is 
a hunter (in guise), to him who is unvanquished !** To him 
who is always of bule locks, to him who is armed with the 
trident, to him who is of celestial vision ! To him who is Hotri, 
to him who protecteth all, to him who is of three eyes, to him 
who is disease, to him whose vital seed fell on the fire To him 
who is inconceivable, to him who is the lord of Amvika, to him 
who is adored by all the gods ! To him who hath the bull for 
his mark, to him who is bald, to him who is of matted locks ; 
to him who is a Brahmacharin,^^ To him who standeth as an 
ascetic in the water, to him who is devoted to Brahma, to him 
who hath never been conquered ! To him who is the soul of the 
universe, to him who is the creator of the universe, to him who 
liveth pervading the whole universe We bow to thee that 
art ^e object of the reverence of all, to thee that art the origi- 
nal cause of all creatures ! To thee that art called Brahmor- 
cholera, to thee that are called Sarva, pankara, and 
We bow to thee that art the lord of the universe, and the 
lord of all great beings !** We bow to thee that hast ^a thou- 
sand heads, to thee that hast a thousand arms, to thee that art 
called death ! To thee that hast a thousand eyes anc^a thousand 
legs I To thee whose acts are innumerable We bow to thoe 
whose complexion is *th^t of gold, to thee that art in 
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golden mul, to thee that art ever ’ eompassionate to th]^ - 
devotees ! O lord, let our wish be accomplished 1-— **• 

“Saiyaya continued, — ‘Having adored Mahadeva in these 
terms, TSsudeva with Arjuna then began to gratify him for 
obtaining (the great) weapon (called Pampatay "** ' 


Section LXXXI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Then Partha, with a cheerful soul and 
joined hands and eyes expanded (in wonder), gazed at the god 
having the bull for his mark and who was the receptacle of 
every energy.* And ho beheld the offerings he made every 
night to Vasudeva lying by the side of the Three-eyed deity.* 
The son of Pandu then, mentally worshipping both Krishna 
and Sarva, said unto the latter, — I desire (to obtain) the celes- 
tial weapon !* — ^Hearing these words of Partha expressive of 
the boon he sought, the god Civa smilingly said unto Vasu- 
deva and Arjuna,* — Welcome to you, ye foremost of men 1 I 
know the wish cherished by you, and the business for which you 
have come here ! I will give you what you wish !* There is 
a celestial lake full of Amrita not far from this place, ye slay- 
ers of foes i There were kept sometime before, that celestial 
bow and arrow of mine !* With them I slew in battle all the 
enemies of the gods ! Bring hither, ye Krishnas, that excellent 
bow with arrow fixed on it — Hearing these words of Civa, 
Vasudeva and Arjuna answered, — So be it ! — And then, accomT 
panied by all the attendants of Civa, those two heroes set out 
for that celestial lake which possessed hundreds of heavenly 
wonders,* that sacred lake, capable of granting every object, 
which the god having the bull for his, mark had indicated to 
them. Aiid unto that lake, the Rishis Nara and Nar§,yana 
(viz>, Aijina and Vasudeva) went fearlessly.* And having 
reaohed thit lake bright as the disc of the Sun, Arjuna and 
Ac^iyuta biheld within its waters a terrible snake.** And they 
behd’dtheiis another foremost of snakes, that had a thousand 
heads. ^cnsessed of the effulgence of fiire, that sn^e 

was vc^t|^^fiierce flames.** , Then Krishna and Partha having 
touched joined Uieii hands, and aplvoaohed those 
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having bowed unto the god having the bull for his mark.** 
And as they approached the snakes, conversant as they were 
with the Vedas, they uttered the hundred stanzas in the Vedok 
to the praise of Rudra, bowing the while, with their whole souls, 
unto Bhava of immeasurable power.** Then those twcwtOTible 
snakes, in consequence of the power of those adorations to 
Rudra, abandoned their snake-forms, and assumed the forms of 
a foe-killing bow and arrow.** Gratified (with what they saw), 
Krishna and Arjuna then seized that bow and arrow of great 
effulgence. And those high-souled heroes then brought them 
away and gave them unto tne illustrious Mahadeva.** Then 
from one of the sides of Civa’s body there ca'me out. a Brahman 
char in of tawny eyes. And he seemed to be the refuge of asce- 
ticism. 0£ blue throat and red locks, he was endued with great 
might.*® Taking up that best of bow;s, that Bmfcmockdrin 
stood placing (both and the bow and his feet properly). And 
fixing the arrow on the bow-string, he began to stretch the latter 
duly.*^ Beholding the manner of his seizing the handle of the 
bow and drawing the string and placing .his feet, and hearing 
also the Mantras uttered by Bhava, the son of Pandu, of in-? 
Conceivable prowess, learnt everything duly,*® The mighty and 
puissant Brahmachdrin then sped that arrow to that same lake. 
And he once more threw that bow also in that selfsame lake.*® 
Then Arjuna of good memory, knowing that Bhava wasgratified 
with him, and remembering also the boon the latter had given 
him in the forest and the sight also he gave him of bis person,®® 
mentally entertained the desire , — Let aU this become pro^ 
dnctive of fruit ! — Understanding this to be his wish, Bhava, 
gratified with him, gave him the boon.®* And the god also 
granted him the terrible Pdgnpata weapon and the accomplish^ 
ment of his vow. Then, having thus once more obtained the 
Pdgupata weapon from the Supremo god,®® the invincible 
Arjuna, with hair standing on end, regarded his burineiss to be 
already achieved. Then Aijuna and Krishna/ fiUe A ^ 
i>aid their adorations unto the great god by bowing thehr 
And permitted by Bhava, both Arjuna and Ke 9 av% t^oee tW^ 
heroes, almost immediatly came back to thek own camp, filled 
trauaports of defighi** Indeedj tbiaa WW 
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that of Indra and Vishnu when those two godsi desirous of 
slaying Jambha, had obtained the permission of Bhava that 
slayer of great Aswras* 

Section LXXXII. 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘While Krishna and Daruka were thus con- 
versing together, that night, O king, passed away. (When 
morning dawned), king Yudhishthira rose from his bed,^ Pani- 
swanikas, and Mdgadhas, and Madhuparkikas and Vaitdlikaa 
and Siitasy gratified that bull among men (with songs and 
music).* And dancers began their dance, and sweet-voiced 
singers sang their sweet songs fraught with the praises of the 
Kuru race.® And skilled musicians, well trained (in their res- 
pective instruments), played on Mridangaa and Jharjharaa 
and BheriSi and Panavas, and Anakas, and Gomukhas, and 
Adamvaras, and conchs, and Dundiibhia, of loud sound, and 
diverse other instruments.'^^* That loud noise, deep as the roar 
of the clouds, touched the very heavens. And it awoke that 
foremost of kings, viz.^ Yudhishthira, from his slumbers.* 
Having slept happily on his excellent and costly bed, the king 
awoke. And the monarch, rising from his bed, proceeded to the 
bath room for performing those acts that were absolutely neces- 
sary.* Then a hundred and eight servants, attired in white, 
themselves washed, and all young, approached the king with 
many golden jars filled to the brim.* Seated at his ease on a 
royal seat, attired in a thin cloth, the king bathed in several 
kinds of Water fragrant with sandal wood and purified with 
Mantras.^ His body was rubbed by strong and well-trained 
servants w$th water in which diverse kinds of medicinal herbs 
had been sbaked. He was then washed with adhivcisha water 
rendered flagrant by various odoriferous substances/® Obtain- 
ing then ailong piece of cloth (for the head) that was as white 
as the ^safliers of the swan, and that had been kept loose be- 
fore hit^ybe king tied it round his head for drying the water.^* 
Smeari^^w body then with excellent sandal-paste, and wear^ 
ing Jli^H^arlands, and dressing himself in clean robes, the 
migl^p^ed monarch sat with face towclds the east, and his 
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hands joined together.'* Following the path of the righteous, 
the son of Kunti then mentally said hk prayei^. And then 
with great humility he entered the chamber in which the blaz- 
ing fire (for worship), was kept.**, And having worshipped the 
fire with faggots of sacred wood and with libations of clarified 
butter sanctified with Mantras, he came out of the chamber."*' 
Then that tiger among men, entering a second chamber, beheld 
there many bulls among Brahmanas well-acquainted with the 
Vedas'* And they wore all self-restrained, and purified by the 
study of the Vedas and by vows. And all of them had under- 
gone the bath on the completion of sacrifices performed by 
them. Worshippers of the Sun, they numbered a thousand. 
And, besides them, there were also eight’thoUsand others of 
the same class.** And the mighty-armed son of Pandu, having 
caused them to utter, in distinct voices, agreeable benedictions, 
by making presents to them of honey and clarified butter and 
auspicious fruits of the best kind, he gave unto each of them a 
niahka of gold, a hundred steeds docked with ornaments, and 
costly robes, and such other presents as were c^reeable to 
them.**"** And making unto them presents also of kine yielding 
milk whenever touched, with calves, and having their horns 
decked with gold and their hoofs with silver, the son of Pandu 
circumambulated them.*' And then seeing and touching iStooe- 
tikas fraught with increase of good fortune, and Nandyavartas 
made of gold, and floral garlands, and water-^ts, and blazing 
fire, and vessels full pf sun-dried rice and other auspicious articles, 
and tihe yellow pigment prepared from the urine of the cow, 
and auspicious and well-decked maidens, and curds and clarified 
butter and honey, and auspicious birds and diverse other things 
held sacred, the son of Kunti came into the outer chamber.*®"** 
Then, O mig¥ty-armed one, the attendants waiting in that 
chamber brought an excellent and costly seat of gold that 
of a circular shape. Decked with peurls and la^ia lazuli, aani 
overlaid with a very qgptly carpet over which was spread an- 
other cloth of fine texture, that seat was the handiwork of the 
celestial artificer himselfc**’** After the high-eouled mpha^ 
had tadeen his seat, the servants then brought to him all , 
costly and Inright ornaanents.** The high-souled ' hon of 
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put on those begemmed ornaments, whereupon his beauty beH> 
came such as to enhwioe the grief of his foes.** And when the 
servants began to fan hitn with white yak-tails of the bright 
effulgence of the moon and all hirnished with handles of gold, 
the king looked resplendent like amass of clouds charged with 
lightning.** And bmds began to sing his praises and panegyrists 
uttered his eulogies. And singers began to sing unto that de- 
lighter of Kuru’s race.** And in a moment the voices of the 
panegyrists swelled into a loud noise. And then was heard the 
clatter of car-wheels, and the tread of horse-hoofs.** And in 
consequence of that noise mingling with the tinkle of elephants’ 
bells and the blare of conches and the tread of men, the very 
earth seemed to tremble.** Then one of the orderlies in charge 
of the doors, cased in mail, youthful in years, decked with ear- 
rings, and his sword hanging by his side, entering the private 
apartment, knelt down on the ground, and saluting with (a 
bend of ) his head the monarch who deserved every adoration, 
represented unto that high-souled and royal son of Dharma 
that HrishikeQa was wmting to be introduced. Then that tiger 
among men, having ordered his servants, saying , — Let an eon- 
eeUent seat and an Argha be kept ready for him , — caused him 
of Yrishni’s race to be introduced and seated on a costly seat. 
And addressing Madhava with the usual enquiries of welcome, 
king Yudhishthira the just duly worshipped Ke9ava,’ 

Section LXXXIII. 

“Sanjaya said,— -‘Then king Yudhishthira the son of Kunti, 
aalutir^ Devaki’s son Janarddana, cheerfully addressed him, 
•ayin^*— ’Hast thou passed the night happily, Q slayer of 
lladhii ? Are all thy perceptions clear, O thou of unfhding 
glioty Yasudeva Also made similar enquiries of Yudhishthira. 
Tken |he orderly OA^o end represented thAt the other KsbAtriya 
VArrimrs were waiting to be introduced,* Cominanded by the 
Ic^i P^e man introduced that concourse of heroes, cOnsinriug 
And ]|h,im<usenA and Dhrishtadyumna and Sdtyaki,* 
millliBri^ the ruler of the CSie^, and tho migbty ear- 
HHTWir H^pada, and CSkhAn$n. and the twins (NAkula and 
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SahBdeva), and Chekiiana and the ruler of the Kaikayaa,* and 
Yuyutsu of Kuril’s race, and Uttamaujas of the FSnchalae, and 
Yudhamanyu, and Suvahu, and the (five) sons of Draupadi,* 
These and many other Kshatriyas, approaching that high- 
souled bull among Kshatriyas/ sat down on excellent ^ats.* 
Those mighty and high-souled heroes of great splendour, inz., 
Krishna and Yuyudhana, both sat on the same seat.* Then, 
in the heturing of them all, Yudhishthira, addressing the 
lotus-eyed slayer of Madhu, said unto him these sweet words :* 
—Belying on thee alone, we, like the celestials on the deity 
of a thousand eyes, seek victory in battle and eternal happi- 
ness !’* Thou art aware, O Krishna, of the deprivation of our 
kingdom, our exile at the bands of the foe, and all our 
diverse woes 1“ O Lord of All, O thou that art compassionate 
unto those that are devoted to thee, upon thee wholly rests the 
happiness of us all and our very existence, O slayer of Madhu !*■ 
O thou of Vrishni’s race, do that by which my heart may ever 
rest on thee ! Do also that, O Lord, by which the purposed 
vow of Arjuna may be realised !‘* O, rescue us today from 
this ocean of grief and rage ! O Madhava, become thou today 
a boat unto us that are desirous of crossing (that ocean) I** The 
car-warrior desirous of slaying the foe cannot, in battle, do 
that (for the success of his object) which, O Eoishna, the 
car-driver can do if he exerts himself carefully !‘* O Janard- 
dana, as thou always savest the Yrishnis in all calamities, even 
so it behoveth thee to save us from this distress, O mighty- 
armed one !** O bearer of the conch, discus, and mace, rescue 
the sons of Fandu sunk in the fathomless and boatless Kum 
ocean, by becoming a boat unto them I bow to thee. 0 god 
of the lord of the gods, O thou that art eternal, O supreme 
Desfroyer, O Y^ishnu, 0 Jishnu, O Hari, O Exishna, O Vaikun- 
tha, O best of male beings !‘* Narada described thee as |haii 
ancient and best of iJisAia ( called Narayana ) that g|yc^ 
boohs, that beareth the bow pSmffct, and that is tfis finse- 
most of xdl I O MSdhava, make those words true 
addressed in the midst of that assembly by king Yudlushtbl^' 
the just, Kesava, that foremost of sp^dc^, replied ttntp Yhdhislbiif : 
t^a. in a voice deep as that of clouds cbifged 
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Baying.** — In all the worlds including that of the celestials, 
thfflre is no bowman equal to Dhananjaya the son of Prith& !** 
Possessed of great energy, accomplished in weapons, of gre^t 
prowess and great strength, celebrated in battle, ever wrathfol, 
and of great energy, Arjuna is the formnost of men !** Youth- 
ful in years, bull-necked, and of long arms, he is endued with 
great strength. Treading like a lion or a bull, and exceed- 
ingly beautiful, he will slay all thy foes !*• As regards 
myself, I will do that by which Arjuna the son of Kunti may 
be able to consume the troops of Dhritarashtoa’s son like a 
swelling conflagration.** This very day Aijuna will, by his 
arrows, despatch that vile wretch of sinful deeds, that slayer of 
Subhadra’s son, (viz., Jayadratha), to that road from which 
no traveller comes back.** Today vultures and hawks and 
furious jackal Is and other carnivorous creatures will feed on 
his flesh.** O Yudhishthira, if even all the gods with Indra 
become his protectors today, Jayadratha will still, slain in 
press of battle, repair to Yaraa’s capital !** Having slain the 
ruler of the Sindhus, Jishnu will come to thee (in the evening). 
Dispel thy grief and the fever (of thy heart), O king, and be 
thotJ graced with prosperity !’ ”** 


Section LXXXIV. 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘While Yudhishthira, Vasudeva, and others 
were thus conversing, Dhananjaya came there, desirous of be- 
holding th|^t foremost one of Bharata’s race, viz., the king, as 
also his friends and well-wishers.* After he had entered that 
auspicious chamber and, having saluted him duly, taken his 
stand before the king, that bull among the Pandavas, (viz., king 
Yudhishthira), rising up from his seat, embraced Aijuna with 
groat ejection.* Smelling his head and embracing him -with 
his arm^, the king blessed him heartily. And addressing him 
smiling^, he said,*— It is evident, O Arjuna; that complete 
#ictOTy jcertainly awaits thee in battle, judging from thy ooun- 
tehanCe^teri^t and cheerful as it is), and by the foot that 
Jant^iii^,^ well-pleased with thee!* Then Jishnu related 
unto highly wonderful incident, saying,r— Blessed* be 
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thffu, O monarch, I have, through E]e9ava’3 grace, beheld some- 
thing ex<»edingly wonderful l‘— Then Dhananjaya related 
everything he had seen about his meeting with the Three-eyed 
god, for assuring his friends.* Then all the hearers, filled with 
wonder, bent their heads to *the ground. And bowing unto 
the god having the bull for his mark, they said, — Excel^nt, 
Excellent P — Then all the friends and well-wishers (of ^e 
Pfindavas), commanded by the son of Dharma, quickly and 
cheerfully proceeded to battle, their hearts filled with rage 
(against the foe).* Saluting the king, Yuyudhana and Kegava 
and Arjuna, cheerfully set out from Yudhishthira’s abode.* And 
those two invincible warriors, those two heroes, tfiz., Yuyu- 
dhana and Janarddana, together proceeded on the same car to 
Arjuna’s pavilion.*® Arrived there, Hrishike^a, like a chariot- 
eer (by profession), began to equip that car bearing the mark 
of the prince of apes and belonging to that foremost of car- 
warriors (viz., Aijuna).“ And that foremost of cars, of the 
effulgence of heated gold, and of rattle resembling the deep 
roar of the clouds, equipt (by Krishna), shone brightly like the 
morning Sun.** Then that tiger among men, (viz., Vasudeva), 
clad in mail, informed Partba, who had finished his morning 
prayers, of the fact that his car had been properly equipt.** 
Then that foremost of men in this world, viz,, the diadem- 
docked (Arjuna), clad in golden “‘Turmour, and with his bow 
and anrows in hand, circumambulated that car.’* And adored 
and blessed with benedictions about victory by Brahmanas 
old in ascetic penances and knowledge and years, ^ver engaged 
in the performance of religious rites and sacrifices, and having 
' their passions under control, Aijuna then ascended that 
great car,** that excellent vehicle, which had previously been 
sanctified with mantras capabale of giving victory in battle, 
like Surya of biasing rays ascending the Eastern mounttda.** 
And that foremost of car-warriors decked with goldi in con- 
sequence of those golden ornaments of his, shone on hifl 
car like Surya of blazing splendour on the breast of, ICerm*’ 
After Partba, Yuyudhana and Janirddana mounted on thht 
car like the twin A<;wins riding the same car ^ith India vWi^ 
coming to the sacrifice of Swaryyati.*’ Then OovuMb: ^iwt 
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foremost ot eharioteers, took the reins (of the steeds) liko 
M&tali taking the reins of Indra’s steeds while the latter wont 
to battle for slaying Vritra.*** Mounted on that best of cars 
with those two friends, that slayer of large bodies of foes, viss., 
FSrtha, proceeded for achieving the slaughter of the ruler of 
the Sindhus, like Soma rising (in the firmament) with Vudha 
and pukra, for destroying the gloom of night, ot like Indra 
proceeding with Varuna and Surya to the great battle (with 
the Aauraa) occasioned by the abduction of Taraka (the wife of 
Vrihaspati).*®^^ Then bards and musicians gratified the heroic 
Arjuna, as he proceeded, with the sound of musical instruments 
and auspicious hymns of good omen.** And the voices of the 
panegyrists and the bards uttering benedictions of victOTy and 
wishing good day, mingling with the sounds of musical iinstru- 
ments, became gratifying to those heroes.** And an auspici- 
ous breeze fraught with fragrance blew from behind Partha, 
gladdening him and sucking up the energies of his foes.** And 
at that hour, O king, many auspicious omens of various kinds 
appeared to view, indicating victory** to the Fandavas and 
defeat to thy warriors, O sire ! Beholding those indications 
of victOTy, Aijuna, addressing the great bowman Yuyudhana 
on his right, smd these words ; — O Yuyudhana, in today’s battle 
my victory seems to be certain,**"*® since, O bull of Cini’s race, 
all these (auspicious) omens are seen ! I shall, therefore, go 
thither where the ruler of the Sindhus** waiteth for (the display 
of ) my energy and in expectation of repairing to the regions 
of Yama ! Jindeed, as the slaughter of the ruler of the Sin- 
dhtrs is c^ oS my most imperative duties,** even so is the 
protection of king Yudhishthira the just anotl^v of my most 
impOTatife obligations. O thou of mighty arms, be thou today 
the king^ protector I*® Hiou wilt protect him even as I my- 
self prot^ him ! I do not behold the person in the world who 
would b4 eble to vanquish thee 1** Thou art, in battle, equal 
Jto ySsude;^^^^^ The chief of the celestials hims^ is 

tmiddb t| iltgiqttish thee ! Beporing this burden on thee or qn 
that car-warrior Fraddyumna,** I can, 0 bull among 
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men, without anxiety slay the ruler of the Sineus ! O thott 
of the Satwata race, no anxiety need be entertained on my 
account!** With thy whole soul must thou protect the hing I 
There where the mighty-armfd Yasudeva stayetii, and where I 
myself stay, without doubt, the slightost danger (to him or me) 
can never arise !** — Thus addressed by PErtha, Slityi^, that 
slayer of hostile heroes, replied, saying, — So be it !— And then 
the latter proceeded to the spot where king Yudhishthira was.* "*• 


Section LXXXy, 

( Jayadrathorbadka Paroct. ) 

“Dhritarashtra said,— ‘After Abhimanyu’s slaughter when 
the next day came, what did the l^&ndavas, afflicted with grief 
and sorrow, do ? Who amongst my warriors fought with 
them ?* Knowing, as they did, the achievements of Savyar 
sachin, O, tell me, how could the Kuravas, having perpetrat* 
ed such a wrong, remain fearlessly !* How could they in battle 
venture to even gaze at that tiger among men, (vis., Aijuna,) 
as he advanced like the all-destroying Death himself in fury, 
burning with grief on ' account of the slaughter of his son ?* 
Beholding that warrior having the prince of apes on his banner, 
that hero grieved on account of his son’s death, shaking his 
gigantic bow in battle, what did my warriors do ?* What, O 
Sanjaya, hath befallen unto Duryodhana ? A great sorrow 
hath overtaken us today ! 1 do not any longer hear the sounds 
of joy !* Those charming sounds, highly agreeable to the car, 
that were formerly heard in the abo^ of the Sindhu king, alas, 
those sounds are no longer heard today I* Alas, in the camp 
of my sons, the sounds of countless bards and panegyrists 8in|^ 
ing their praises and of dancers are no longer heard I* 
merly such sounds used to strike my ears incMsudtly I: 
plunged into grief as they are, I do not any longer bear tho«» 
sounds uttered (ip their camp) !* Fmrmerly, O Sai^ya, wb3e 
ritting ip the abode of Somadatta who was dWoted lb 
I u^d to bear such delightful sobhcU !* Abts, boW dflaiil^li 
of- (religious) merit 1 am, for I obSS^e the |d»OiS ^ 
today to be ^beiug with sounds of grief and lamentatioiai and 
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destitute of every noise betokening life and energy !** In the 
houses of Tiving^ati, Durmukha, Ohitrasena, Vikai^na, and 
other sons of mine, I do not hear the sounds I used to hear 
formerly !“ That great bowman, viz., the son of Drona, who 
was the* refhge of my sons, upon whom Brahmanas and Ksha- 
triyas and Taisyas, and a large number of disciples used to 
wait,** who took pleasure day and night in controversial dis- 
putation, in talk, in conversation, in the stirring music of 
diverse instruments, and in various kinds of delightful sonps,'* 
who was worshipped by many persons among the Kurus, the 
Pandavas, and the Satwatas, alas, O Suta, in the abode of 
that son of Drona no sound can be heard as formerly !** Sing- 
ers and dancers used, in large numbers, to wait closely upon 
that mighty bowman, viz,, th^ son of Drona ! Alas, their sounds 
can no longer be heard in his abode !** That loud noise which 
rose in the camp of Yinda and Anuvinda every evening, a'as, 
that loud noise is no longer heard there ! Nor in the camp 
of the Kaikayas*' can that loud sound of song and slapping 
of palms be beard today which their soldiers, engaged in dance 
and revelry, used to make !‘^ Those priests competent in the 
performance of sacrifices who used to wait upon Somadatta’a 
son, that refuge of scriptural rites, alas, their sounds can no 
longer be heard !*' The twang of the bow-string, the sound of 
Vedio recitations, the whiz of lances and swords, and the 
rattle of car-wheels, used incessantly to be heard in the abode 
of Drona 1 Alas, those sounds can no longer be hear^ there !** 
That swell of songs of diverse realms, that loud noise of musi- 
cal instruments, which used to arise there, alaa^ those can no 
longer b^i heard today !** When Jankrddana of infading glory 
came &om Upaplavya desirous of peace, from compassion for 
every cr^ture,** 1 then, O Svda, said unto the wicked Duryb- 
dhanai—iObtaining Yasudeva as the means, make peace with 
the Pan|ava8, O son 1** I think the time has come (for mak- 
peael) 1 Do not^iO Duryodhana, transgress my command ! 
If ^eu lettest YHiideva aside who now begs thee for peace** 
and adlijpsses tpfiB for thy good, victory thou' wilt never have 
in battl4!^]I^odhana, however, did set aside Hiih of Da$Sr- 
tia’s' hull among ill bowmen,**^ who then 
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wiiat was for Duryodhana’s good. By this, he embraced whidt 
was calamitous to himself. Seized by Death himself, that wick- 
ed-’Spuled son of mine, rejecting my counsels, adopted those of 
Duspasana and Kama. I myself did not approve of the njatch 
at dice. Vidura did not approve of it.**"** The ruler of the 
Sindhus did not, nor Bhishma, nor Calya ; nor Bhuripravas; 
nor Purumitra ; nor Jaya;** nor Apwatthaman ; nor Kripa ; 
nor Drona, O Sanjaya ! If my son had conducted himaplf 
according to the counsels of these persons,** he would then^ 
with his kinsmen and friends, have lived for ever in happiness 
and peace. Of sweet and delightful speech, ever saying what 
is agreeable amid their kinsmen,** high-bom, loved by all, arid 
possessed of wisdom, the sons of Pandu are sure to obtain 
happiness. The man who casteth his eye on righteousness, 
always and everywhere obtaineth happiness.** Such a man, 
after death, winneth benefit and grace. Possessed of sufficient 
might, the Pandavas deserve to enjoy half the Earth.** The 
Earth girt by the sea is as much their ancestral possession (as 
of the Kurus). Possessed of sovereignty, the Pandavas will 
never deviate from the track of righteousness.** O child, I 
have kinsmen to whose voice the Pandavas will ever listen,<~ 
such, for instance, as Calya, Somadatta, the high-souled 
Bhishma,** Drona, Yikarna, Yalhika, Krix>a, and others among 
the Bharatas that are illustrious and reverend in years.** If 
they speak unto them on thy behalf, the Pandavas will certainly 
act according to those beneficial recommendations. Or, who, 
amongst these, thinkest thou, belongs to their party that will 
spe^ to them otherwise ?** Krishna will never abandon the 
path of righteousn^s. The Pandavas are all obedient to him. 
Words of righteousness spoken by myself also, those heroes 
will never disobey, for the Pandavas are all of righteous souls I 
— Piteously lamenting, O Sv>ta, I spoke those and many othM 
words unto my son.**"** Foolish as he ii^ he listened turt * to 
me t I think all this lio be the mischxevous influence of tisae f 
There where Yrikodara and Arjuna mee, And tl^ Yrishni :M 
S&^y^,** and Uttamaujas of the P&i>ehfila», the^^i^^^ 
Yudiimmmiyu, ^d the irxeiH'essible 

unvaaKjuiahed Cikhandin,*' the A^makas, thl K^yetS, S^d 

■' 'Sa-. !-■ ■■ 
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Kshatradharman of the Somakas, the ruler of the Ohedi^ and 
Chekitana, and Vibhu the son of the ruler of the Ka^is,** the 
sons of Draupadi, and Yir3.ta, and the mighty car-warrior 
Drupada, and those tigers among men, viz., the twins (Nakula 
and Sahadeva), and the slayer of Madhu to offer coumel,** who 
is there in this world that would fight these, expecting to live ? 
Who else, again, is there, save Duryodhana, and Kama, and 
Cakuni the son of Savala, and Dus^asana as their fourth, for I 
do not see the fifth, that would venture to resbt my foes while 
the latter display their celestial weapons They who have 

Vishnu himself on their car, clad in mail and reins in hand, 
they who have Arjuna for their warrior, they can never have 
defeat Doth not Duryodhana now recollect those Imnenta- 
tions of mine ? Those tigers among men, Bhishma and Drona, 
thou hast said, have been slain.*' I think, beholding these 
fruits of the words uttered by the far-seeing Vidura, my sons 
are now indulging in lamentations !** I think, beholding his 
army overwhelmed by Cini’s grandson and Arjuna, beholding 
the terraces of his cars empty, my sons are indulging in lament- 
ations!*' As a swelling conflagration urged by the winds 
consumes a heap of dry grass at the close of winter, even so 
will Dhananjaya consume my troops !*• O Sanjaya, thou art 
accomplished in narration ! Tell me everything that transpired 
after the doing of that great wrong to Partha in the evening !** 
When Abhimanyu was slain, what became the state of your 
minds?: Having,© son, greatly offended the wielder of GSndvoa, 
my warriors are incapable of bearing in battle his achievements ! 
What Ineasures were resolved upon by Duryod^hna, and what 
by Kai|)a ? What also did Dus^asana and Suvala's son do ? 
O SanjIya, O son, that which has in battle befallen all my 
ehildreh assembled together, is certainly due to the evil acts of 
;1iie winced Duryodhana, who followeth in the path of avarice, 

■ ^ of wicked Understanding, whose judgment is perverted 
by ^|thj who ebveteth sovereignty, who is foolbh, and ivho 
is delved ' of reason by anger I Tell me, O Satgaya, what 
adopted by Duryodhana ? Were they ill- 
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Section LXXXVI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ^*1 will tell thee all, for everything hath 
been witnessed by me with my own eyes ! Listen caldily t 
Great is thy fault “ Even as an embankment is useless after 
the waters (of the field) have flowed away, even so, O king, 
are these lamentations of thine useless ! 0 bull of Bharata’s 

race, do not grieve !* Wonderful as are the decrees of the 
Destroyer, they are incapable of being transgressed. Do not 
grieve, O bull of Bharata’s race, for this is not new !* If 
thou hadst formerly restrained Yudhishthira the son of Kunti 
and thy sons also from the match at dice, this calamity then 
would never have overtidren thee If, again, when the time 
for battle came, thou hadst restrained both the parties in- 
flamed by wrath, this calamil^ then would never have over- 
taken thee !* If, again, thou hadst formerly urged the Kurus 
to slay the disobedient Duryodhana, then this calamity would 
never have overtaken thee !* (If thou hadst done any of these 
acts), the Fandavas, the Fanchalas, the Yrishnis, and the 
other kings would then have never known thy wrong-headed- 
ness If, again, doing thy duty as a father, thou hadst, by 
placing Duryodhana in the path of righteousness, caused him 
to tread along it, then this calamity would never have over- 
taken thee !* Thou art the wisest man on Earth. Forsaking 
eternal virt’re, how couldst thou follow the counsels of Duryo- 
dhana and Earna and Cakuni 1 * These lamentations of thine, 
therefore, O king, that I hear, — of thine that art wedded to 
(worldly) wealth, -^seem to me to be honey mixed with poison I** 
O monarch, formerly Krishna did not respect king Yudhish- 
thira the son of Fandu, or Bhishma, or Drona, so much aa 
he used to respect thee !“ When, however, he came t6 kneiv 
'&ee as one fiiUen off firom the duMes of a king, sinoe th^n 
. Kryua hath ceased to regard thee with r^peet P* 
had adhreased various harsh speeches towards the sons of 
Thou, w indifferent to those j^p^ches t|tenv 
wishest sovereignty unto thy ses^j the c^aeTWoncO 
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indifference of thine hath now overtaken thee t** 0 mnless 
one, thy cmoestral sovereignty , is now in danger. (If it is not 
so), obtain now the whole Earth subjugated by the sons of 
I^tha The kingdom that the Kurus enjoy, as also thehr 
fame, had been acquired by Pandu. The virtuous sons of 
P&nSu added to that kingdom and that fame.** Those achieve- 
ments, however, of theirs, became (to them) barren of fruit as 
they came in contact with thee, since they were dejHrived of 
even their ancestral kingdom by thy covetous self.** Now, O 
king, when the battle has begun, thou censurest thy sons, 
indicating diverse faults of theirs. This is scarcely becoming.** 
The Kshatriyas, while fighting, do not take care of their very 
lives ! Indeed, those bulls tunong Kshatriyas fight, |«netrat- 
ing into the array of the Parthas t** Who else, indeed, save 
the Kauravas, would venture to fight with that force which 
is protected by Krishna and Aijuna, by Satyaki and Vriko* 
dara ?** Them that have Atjuna for their warrior, them that 
have Janarddaua for their counsellor, them that have Satyaki 
and Vrikodara for their protectors,®* what mortal bowman is 
there that would dare fight with, save the Kauravas and those 
that are following their lead ?** All that is c^>able of being 
achieved by fiiendly kings endued with heroism and observant 
of the duties of Kshatriyas, all that is being done by the 
warriors on the Kaurava side !** Listen now, therefore, to 
everything that hath taken place in that terrible battle between 
those tigers among men, viz., the Kurus and the Pandavas !’ ”** 

SECtiON Lxxxvn. 

‘'Sanjaya said, — ‘After that night had passed away, Drona, 
ibi^ for^(^ of all wielders of weapons, began to array all hia 

I ■ ' 

* is explained by Nilakantha as, endangered or made 

dsubtfal.- Sanjaya saya is that if it is not so, tbon sbalt then t^iT|e 

bitterness of ruling over the whole world bestowed ii;ipa!il 
thee by^^s Pandavas. £ither the Pandavas will snatoh awi^, thy 
kingdeii^liii^inAke thee r%Lex of the whole wocld after slaying thy 

bitter to thsfciMrTi. 
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for bftttlV Diverse sounds w^e beard, O moparcb, 
of angry hero^ shouting in wrath and desirous of slaying; one 
another.* And some stretched their bows* and some rubbed with 
their hands their bow-strings. And drawing deep breaths, many 
of them shouted, saying,— Where is that Dhananjaya 1 * — And 
some began to throw upwards (and again siese) their naked 
swords, unyielding, well-tempered, of the color of the sky, 
possessed of great sharpness, and furnished with beautifhl 
hilts.* And brave warriors, desirous of battle, by thousands* 
were seen to perform the evolutions of swordsmen and of bow- 
men, with skill acquired by practice.* Some, whirling their 
maces decked with bells, smeared with sandal paste, and adorn- 
ed with gold and diamonds, enquired after the son of FAndu.* 
Some, intoxicated with the pride of strength and possessed of 
massive arms, obstructed the welkin with their spiked clubs 
that resembled (a forest of sturdy) poles raised in honor of 
Indra.^ Others, brave warriors all, adorned with beautiful 
garlands of flowers, desirous of battle, occupied diverse por- 
tions of the field, armed with diverse weapons,' Where is 
Arjuna ? Where is that Govinda ? Where is the proud Bhi- 
ma ? Where also are those allies of theirs ? — ^Even thus did 
they call upon them in battle.' Then blowing his conch and 
himself urging his horses to great speed, Drona moved about 
with great celerity, arraying his troops.** After all those 
dvisions that delight in battle had taken up their stations, 
Bharadwaja’s son, 0 king, said these words unto Jayadratha 
Thyself, Somadatta’s son, the mighty car-warrior Karna, A^wat- 
thaman, Calya, Vrishasena, and Kripa,** with a hundred thou- 
sand horse, sixty thousand cars, four and ten thousand ele- 
phants with rent temples,** one and twenty thousand foot-sold- 
iers clad in mail, take up your station behind me at the . ^s- 
tanoe of twelve miles !“ There the very gods with YSsava at 
their head will not be able to attack thee, what need be said* 
therefore, of the F&ndavas ? Take comfort, O ruler Of the Sih- 
•dSns !**-— -Thus addressed (by Drona), Jayadratha the wiler of 
the Sindhus became comforted. And he proceeded to the 
indicated by Drona, accompanied by many G&ndh&ra^waxribrs* 
and surrounded by those great <mr- warriors,^* wd with mwiy 
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foot-soldiers clad in mail, preimred to fight vigorously, and armed 
with nooses. The steeds of Jayadratha, well skills in beming 
dr drawing, were alt, O monarch, decked with yi^-tails and 
ornaments of gold. And seven thousand such st^ds, and three 
thousand other steeds of the Sindhu breed were with him.”"** 
‘Thy son Durmarshana, desirous of doing battle, stationed 
himself at the head of all the troops, accompanied by a thou- 
sand and five hundred infuriate elephants of awful size, clad in 
mail and of fierce deeds, and all ridden by well-trained elephant- 
riders.**"** Thy two other sons, viz., Dush^asana and Vikama, 
took up their position amid the advance divisions of the army, 
for the accomplishment of the objects of Jayadratha.** The 
array that Bharadwaja’s son formed, part flakata imd part a 
circle, was full forty eight miles long and the width of its tear 
measured twenty miles.** Drona himself formed that array, 
with countless brave kings stationed within it and countless 
cars and steeds and elephants and foot-soldiers,** In the rear 
of that array was another impenetrable array of the form of a 
lotiM. And within that lotvs was another dense array called the 
needle.** Having formed his mighty array thus, Drona took 
up his station. At the mouth of that needle, the great 
bowman Kiitavarman took up his stand.** Next to Krita- 
varman, O sire, stood the ruler of the Kamvojas and Jalasandha. 
Next to these stood Duryodhana and Karna.** Behind them 
hundreds and thousands of unreturning heroes were stationed 
in that for protecting its head.” Behind them all, O 

moimrc^, and surrounded by a vast force, was king Jayadratha 
station^ at one side of that needle-shaped array.** At the 
entranqe of the flakata, O king, was Bharadwaja’s son. Be- 
hind ]|rona was the chief of toe Bhojas, who protected him,*' 
Clad ii white curmour, with excellent head-gear, of broad 
chest , ^i^d mighty arms, Drona stood, stretching his la^e 
bow, the Destroyer himself in wrath.** Beholding Drona^S 
ctUT: which i|as graeed with a beautiful stsmdmrd and had xed 
pteedB: lyokn^:^ . it and whose banimr bore the device of a 
sa(arifi«pl A a black deer-skin, the £aura?as w^ 

filled delight.** Seeii^ th# array formed by Dfrena, 

which resebablcd the ocean itself in MitSitioo^ the . 
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%h& ChSranas were filled with wonder.** And all creatum 
thought that that array would devour the whole Earth with her 
mountains and seas and forests, and abounding with diverse 
realms.*' And king Duryodhana, beholding, that mighty array 
in the form of a Qakata, teeming with oars and men end steeds 
and elephants, roaring dreadfully, of wonderful form, and capable 
of riving the hearts of foes, began to rejoice.’ ”** 


Section LXXXVIII. 

“ Sanjaya said, — After the diverse divisions of the Enm 
army had been (thus) arrayed, and a loud uproar, O sire, had 
arisen ; after drums and Mridangaa began to be beat and 
played upon after the din of the warriors and the noise of 
musical instruments had become audible ; after conchs began to 
be blown, and an awful roar had arisen, making the hur to 
stand on end ;* after the field of battle had been slowly covered 
by the Bharata heroes desirous of fight ; and after the hour 
called i2udra had set in, Savyasachin made his appearance.** 
Many thousands of ravens and crows, O Bharata, proceeded q>ort> 
ing on the front of Arjuna’s car.* Various animals of terrible 
cries, and jackalls of inauspicious sight, began to yell and howl 
on our right as we proceeded to battle.* Thousands of blazing 
meteors fell with great noise. The whole Earth trembled on 
that dreadful occasion.* Dry winds blew in all directions, ac- 
eompanied by thunder, and drivwg hard pebbles and gravel 
when Eunti’s son came at the commencement of battle.* Then 
Ht&ula’s son Catanika, and Dhrishtadyumna the son of FPi* 
thata, those two warriors possessed of great wisdom, anrayed 
^e several divisions of the Fandavas.* Then thy son Di^ 
marahana, accompanied by a thousand cars, a hun<hred elq»luii)t», 
three thousand horses, and ten thoi^nd foot^sol<^ers, eov- 
bring a piece of ground that measured the length Of fifteen 
hundred bows, took up his position %^the v^y van of aU 
i^oopE^ and s{ud,’~*f— liike the contxient resbtii^ the ss»^^ 
sea, even I will today resist the wleldOr 
sOtttehOr df t^ warrior who is irresistible in batliei^ 
Let peeple today behold the wrathful Dham^aya collide witii 
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me l&e a mass of stone against another atoay mess 1‘* Te 
(»r-wamors that are desirous o[ l»ttle, staj ye (is witnesses) 1 
Alone 1 will fight with all the Pandavas assembled together, 
for enhancing my honor and &me !^'>«-That high'souled and 
nohle son of thine, that great bowman, saying this, stood there, 
surrounded by many great bowmen.** Then, Uke the Destroyer 
himself in wrath, or Vasava himself armed with the thunder, 
or Death’s irresistible, self armed with his club and urged on 
by Time,** or Mahadeva armed with the trident'and incapable 
of being ruffled, or Varuna bearing his noose, or the blazing 
fire at the end of the Tuga risen for consuming the creation,** 
the slayer of the NivStakavachca, inflamed with rage and 
swelling with might, the ever- victorious Jaya devoted to truth 
and desirous of achieving his great vow,** clad in mail and 
armed with sword, decked in golden diadem, adorned with 
garlands of white flowers and attired in white robes, his arms 
decked with beautiful Angadaa and ears with excellent ear- 
rings,** mounted on his own foremost of cars, (the incwmate) 
Nua, accompanied by l^arayana, shaking his OSndiva in 
battle, shone brilliantly like the risen Sun 1" And Dhanan- 
jaya of great prowess, placing his car, O king, at the very van of 
his army where densest showers of arrows would foil, blew his 
conch.*® Then Krishna also, O sire, fearlessly blew with great 
force his foremost of conchs ctdled PSnchajanyct as Partha 
blew his.** And in consequence of the blare of their conchs, 
all tibe warriors in tby army, # monarch, tremble<| and became 
heartless. And their hair stood on end at that sound.** As 
all areatures are possessed with fright at the sound of the 
thuidw, even so did all thy warriors take fright at the blare 
of l^ose conchs.** And all the animals ejected urine and 
exm^ta. Thy whole army with its animals became filled 
Witi anxiety.** Oking, in consequence of the blare of those 
(tw4) conchs, all men, O^sire, lost liheir stren^h. And some 
i{|jii<&gst the^, O'iiicnan^, were inspired with dread, and some 
jti^pwiir awmses,!! Ai^ jbhe ape on AijunaUs banner, opening 
^ g4p bdi^;fw|iSe, .ma^. an awful /noise with the 'o^ar'-OT^' 
oh it, for terrifying thy troopa** ebnehe ».ud 

and icymluds andAfip^i^ were once- mpre blown and 
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iMai for cheering thy warriors.* * ’ And that noise mingled with 
the noise of diverse (other) mudcal instramente, with the shouts 
of warriors and the slaps of their annpits, and with the leonine 
roars uttered by great car-warriors in sumznoniag and challeng- 
ing (th»r '’antagonists).*** ^hen that tumultuous uprom:*ar«se 
there, an uproar that enhanced the fears of the timid, the son 
dl Faka^asana, filled with great delight, addressing him of 
Da^firha’s race, said (these words).’ 


Section LXXXIX. 

“’Arjuna said, — Urge the steeds. O Hrishike^a, to where 
Durmarshana stayeth ! Piercing through that elephant-division 
I will penetrate into the hostile army !* 

“ Sanjaya continued, — “ Thus addressed by Savyasachiw, 
the raighty-armed Ke^ava urged the steeds to where Durmar- 
shana was staying.* Fierce and awful was the encounter that 
commenced ’■'there between one and the many, an encounter 
that proved very destructive of cars and elephants and men j* 
Then Partha, resembling a pouring cloud, covered his foes with 
showers of shafts like a mass of clouds pouring rain on the 
mountain breast.f* The hostile car-warriors also, displaying 
great lightness of hands, quickly covered both Krishna and 
Dhananjaya with clouds of arrows.* The mighty-armed Partha 
then, thus opposed in battle by his foes, became filled with 
wrath, and began to strike off with his arrows the heads of 
ear-warriors £fotn their trunks.' And the Earth became strewn 
with beautiful heads decked with ear-rings and turbans, the 
nether lips bit by the upper ones, and the faces adorned with 
ejes troubled with wrath.’ Indeed, the scattered heads of the 
warriors looked resplendent like an assemblage of plucked 
and crushed lotuses lying strewn about the field.* Golden 
coats of mail dyed with gore, (lying thick over the field), looked 


* This verse is grammatically connected with 87. The Bengal readr 
itig tomOhvtau is lietter than the Bombay reading samadd)liaiitealldKin|||j^ 

Ktlahsuntha accepts the last. — ^T. 

t The original is pleonastic.— T. 
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like masses of clouds cliMged with lightning.*'^ Hie sound, O 
king, of heads falling on the Earth, resembled that of falling 
palmyra hruits ripened by time.’* Headless trunks mrose, some 
standing bow in band, and some with ntdced swords upraised in 
thS act of striking." Those brave warriors, incapahlt of brook- 
ing Aijuna’s feats and desirous of vanquishing him, bad no 
distinct perception as to when their heads wore struck off by 
Arjuna.’'* The Earth became strewn with heads of horses, 
trunks of elephants, and the arms and legs of heroic warriors.** 
— This one is Pdrtfui,-^Where u Pdrtha ? — Here is Pdriha ! 
— Even thus, O king, the warriors of thy army became filled 
with the idea of Partha only !‘* Deprived of their senses 
by Time, they regarded the whole world to be full of Partha 
only, and, therefore, many of them perished, striking one 
another, and some stnick even their own selves.** Uttering 
wails of woe, many heroes, covered with blood, deprived of 
their senses, and in great agony, laid themselves down, calling 
upon their friends and kinsmen.** Arms, beming short arrows, 
or lances, or darts, or swords, or battle-axes, or pointed stakes, 
ur scimitars, or bows, or spears, or shafts, or maces, and cased 
in armour and decked with Angadas and other ornaments, and 
booking like large snakes, and resembling huge clubs, cut off 
(from trunks) with mighty weapons, were seen to jump about, 
jerk about, and move about, with great force, as if in rage.’*"** 
Every one amongst those that wrathfully advanced against 
Partha in that battle, perished, his body pierced with some fatal 
shaft of that hero.** While dancing on his car as it moved, 
and drawing his bow, no one there could detect the minutest 
o^ortunity for striking him.** The quickness with which he 
'to^k his shafts, fixed them on the bowstring, and let them off, 
filled all bis enemies r?ith wonder.** Indeed, Phaignna, with 
hii shafts, pierced elephants and elephant-riders; horses and 
h'lrse-riders, car-warriors and drives of cars.** Thwe was none 
ac|ongst his en^iei§ #hetber staying before him, or struggl- 

^ i'* obvioosiv needs (XHteetion. Inttead of “g^deneosta of 

ikkl I lyjSl; some such corroctioti is needed, vky ol mail, of 

hljck iro^: '4ecW4 with and dved with Wood; 
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1*^ in feafcMe, or whceUng about, or press^ forward by thoai» 
on tbeir bade, whoa) the son of Pl^du did not slay.** As tho 
Sun. rising in the welkin destroyeth the thick gloom, evenso- 
did Aijuna destroy that elephant force by means of his shaffca 
winged with Kanka plupes.” The field occupied by ihy 
troops, in consequence of riven elephants fallen upon it, looked 
like the Earth strewn with huge hills at the hour of univer* 
sal dissolution.** As the midday Sun is incapable of being 
looked at by all creatures, even so watf Dhananjaya excited 
With wrath incapable of being looked at, in battle, by hiS 
enemies.** The troops of thy son, O chastiser of foes, afiiicted 
(with the arrows of Dhananjaya). broke and fled in fear.** 
Iiike a mass of clouds pierced and driven away by a mighty 
wind, that army was pierced and routed by Partha. None, 
indeed, could gaze at that hero while he was slaying the foe.** 
Urging their horses to great speed by goads, by the horns 
their .bows, by deep growls, by encouraging behests, by whips, 
by cuts ca their flanks, and by thresitening speeches, thy- 
men, vish, thy cavalry and thy cmr-warriors, as also thy foot- 
soldiers, afflicted with the shafts of Arjuna, fled away from the 
field.*®"** Others (that rode on elephants), fled away, urging 
those huge beasts by pressing their flanks with their toes or 
with strokes of the hook. Others, deprived of their senses by 
Partha’s arrows, in flying, ran against Partha himself. Indeed, 
thy warriors then became all cheerless and their understandinga 
were all confused,’ ”’* 

Section XC. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — 'When the van of my army thus 
slaughtered by the diadem-decked (Arjuna) broke and fle<h 
who were those heroes that advanced against Arjuna ?* (Did 
any of them actually fight with Arjuna, or) did all, abandupibg 
their resolutions, epter the Dakota array, getting behind the 
fsarifisa Dxona resembling a solid wall ?’• 

^iSanjaya said,— ‘When Indra’s smi Arjuip, Q sinl^^ oni^ 
began, with his excellent arrows, to bailed ami incessantly 
thak force of QurSj many herpes were either ^ain, or becom^kg 
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ilispiriteii fl«d away. None, m that battle, wtm capdM© of even 
looking at Arjuna.*^ Then thy son DosQlteana, O king, be*' 
iiK>Iding that state of the troops, bectnne filled with wrath and 
rushed against Atjuna tor battle.*' That hero of fierce prowess, 
eased in a-beauiaful coat of mail n»de of gold and his head 
covered with a turban decked with gold,* caused Arjuna to , he 
surrounded by a large elephant force which seemed capaUe of 
devouring the whole Earth.’ With the sound of the el^hants' 
liells, the blare of coAchs, the twang of bowstririgs, and the 
grunts of the tuskers,* the Earth, the points of the compass, and 
the welkin, seemed to be entirely filled Tlmt space of time be^ 
came fierce and awful.* Beholding those huge beasts with ex- 
tended trunks filled with wrath and rushing quickly towards himr 
like winged mountains, urged on with hooks,*® Dhananjaya, that 
Kon among men, uttering a leonine shout, began to pierce and 
slay that elephant force with his shafts.** And like a Makara 
penetrating into the vasty deep surging into mountain waves 
when agitated by the tempest,, the diadem decked (Arjuna) 
penetrated into that elephant host.'* Indeed, Partha, that 
subjugator of hostile cities, was then seen by all on every side- 
to resemble the scorching Sun that rises, transgressing the rule 
about direction and hour, on the day of the universal destruc- 
tion.** And in conseqpience of the sound of horse-hoofs, the 
rattle of car-wheels, the shouts of combatants, the twang of 
bow-strings,** the noise of diverse musical instruments, the 
blare of PdTtclutjanyvi, and Dev^idatta, and the roar of Odn- 
diva,** men and elephacits were dispirited and deprived of 
their senses. And men and elephants were riven by Savyasa- 
cbia with his shafts whose touch resembled that of snakes of 
virulent prison.'* And those elephants, in iSiat battle, were 
piefced all over their bodies with sharp shafts, nurabering thou- 
BanjSs upon thousands, sped fi-om GdndivaP While thus man- 
gle|l by the diadem-decked (Arjuna), they uttered loud noises and 
bio|s8antly fell dawn on the earth like mountains shorn of their 
wiiKS.**- Others struck at the jaw or frontal globes or temples, 
l4^ iQPg sh^ts, uttered cries resembling those of cranes.** The 
dialNm-deck^ (Arjuna) began to cut off, with his straight att?ows, 
itoe| headit stMvfing on the hocks of elephants.** 
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beads decked with ear-rings, cpostantly &lUng on the 
Earth, resembled a multitude of lotupes that P&rtha was cull- 
for an offer to his gods.** And while the elephants 
wamdered on the field, many warriors were seen to hang - from 
?^eir bodies, divested of ^mour, afflicted with wounds, povered 
with blood, and looking like painted pictures.** In some ins- 
tances two or three warriors, pierced by one arrow winged with 
beautiful feathers and well-shot (from QUndiva), fell down on 
the Earth.** Many elephants, deeply pierced with long shafts, 
fell down, vomiting blood from their mouths, with the riders 
on their backs, like hills overgrown with forests tumbling down 
through some convulsion of nature.** And Partha, by means 
of his straight shafts, cut into fragments the bowstrings, stand- 
ards, bows, yokes, and shafts of the car-warriors opposed to 
him.** None could notice when Arjuna took up his arrows, 
when he fixed them on the bowstring, when he drew the 
string, and when he let them off. All that could he seen was 
that Pa3:'cha seemed to dance on his car with his how incessant- 
ly drawn to a circle.** Elephants, deeply pierced with long 
shafts and vomitinsr blood from their mouths, fell down, as 
soon as they were struck, on the Earth.** And in the midst 
of that great carnage, O monarch, innumerable headless trunks 
were seen to stand up.** Arms, with hows in grasp, or whose 
fingers were cased in leathern fences, holding swords, or decked 
with Angadaa and other ornaments of gold, cut off from 
trunks, were seen lying about.** And the field of battle was 
strewn with innumerable Upashkarae and Adhishtdnas, and 
shafts, and crowns, crushed car- wheels, and broken Akehas, and 
yokes, and warriors armed with shields and bows, and floral 
garlands, and ornaments, and robes, and follen standards.**"** 
And in consequence of those slain elephants and steeds, and the 
fallen bodies of Ksbatriyas, the Earth there assumed an ii#ful 
aspect.** Duspa^ana’s force, thus slaughtered, O king, by the 
diadem-decked (Arjuna), fled away. Their leader hkoself was 
in great pain.*' for Duspasana, greatly afflicted by those shs^, 
and overcome by fear, entered, with his diviwoh, the {MUista 
airayv seeking Drona as his delivered’ "•* 
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"Sanjaya said, — ‘Slaying the force of Dusfisana, the mighty- 
car-warrior Savyasachin, desirous of getting at the ruler of the 
Sindhus, proceeded against the division of Drona.’ Having 
approached Drona who was stationed at the entrance of the 
array, Parting at Krishna’s request, joined his hands and said 
these words unto Drona :* — ^Wish me well, O BrS.bmana, and 
bless me, saying,— Swoeti / Through thy grace I wish to 
penetrate into this impenetrable array Thou art to me even 
as my sire, or even as king Tudhishthira the just, or even as 
Krishna ! I tell thee this truly !* O sire, O sinless one, even 
as A^watthaman deserves to be protected by thee, I also deserve 
to be protected by thee, O foremost of regenerate ones I* 
Through thy grace, O foremost of men, 1 desire to day the 
ruler of the Sindhus in battle ! O lord, see that my vqw is 
accomplished !* — ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ^“Thus addressed by him, the precept- 
or, smiling, replied unto him, saying, — O Vibhatsu, without 
vanquishing me, thou shalt not be able to vanquish Jayadra- 
tha — Telling him this much. Drona, smiling, covered him 
with showers of sharp arrows, as also his car and steeds and 
standard and charioteer.* Then Arjuna, baffling Drona’s 
Jirrowy showers with his own arrows, rushed against Drona, 
shooting mightier and more awful shafts.* Observant of Ksha^ 
triya duties, Arjuna then pierced Drona in that battle with 
nine arrows.'* Cutting the shafts of Arjuna by his own shafts, 
Dronh then pierced both Krishna and Arjuna with many shafts 
that ipsembled poison or fire.“ Then, while Arjuna was think- 
ing cutting off Drona’s bow with his arrows, the latter, 
endued with great valor, fearlessly and quickly cut off, with 
his s|taft3, the bowstring of the illustrious Phalguna. And 
he alsQ pierced PhAlguna’s steeds and standard and chariot- 
4-nd the heroic Drona covwed Phalguna himself with 
*^«y| 5^^ while, Meantime, stringing his 

large Partha, that foteihoSt of all iwrsens convej^ 
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tot with tom A, getting the better of his preceptor, quickly 
shot six hundred errows as if he had taken and shot only one 
torow.'* And once more he shot sevto hundred other arrows, 
and then a thousand arrows incapable of being resisted, and 
ten thousands of other aiyows. All these slew many warriors 
of Drona's array.** Deeply pierced with those weapons by the 
mighty and accomplished Partha acquainted with all modes of 
warfare, many men and steeds and elephants fell down deprived 
of life.*'' And car- warriors, afflicted by* those shafts, fell down 
from their foremost of cars, deprived of horses and standards 
and destitute of weapons and life.** And elephants fell down 
like summits of hills, or masses of clouds, or large houses, 
loosened, dispersed, or burnt down by the thunder, the wind, or 
the fire.'* Struck with Arjuna’s shafts, thousands of steeds 
fell down like swans on the breast of Himavat, struck down by 
the force of watery currents.** Like the Sun, that rises at the 
end of the Tuga, drying up with his rays vast quantities of 
water, the son of Pandn, by his showers of weapons and arrows, 
slew vast numbers of car-warriors and steeds and elephants and 
foot soldiers.** Then like the clouds covering the Sun, the Drona- 
eloud, with its arrowy showers, covered the Pfindava-Sun, whose 
rays in the shape of thick showers of arrows were scorching in 
the battle the foremost ones among the Kurus.** And then 
the preceptor struck Dhanajaya at the breast with a long shafr 
riiot with great force and capable of drinking the life of every 
foe.** Then Arjuna, deprived of strength, shook in all his 
limbs like a hUl during an Earthquake. Soon, however, regain- 
ing his fortitude, Vibhatsu pierced Drona with many winged 
ari^ws,** Then Drona struck Vasudeva with five arrows. And 
he Struck Arjuna with three and seventy arrows, and his stand- 
wrd with three.** Then, 0 king, the valorous Drona, getting 
the better of his disciple, within the. twinkling of aneye miffl 
Arjuna invisible by met^ of his arrowy showers.** WS theln, 
beheld the shafts of BharadwSja’s son falling in Continuous 
lines, and his bow also was seen to plesent the Wonderful; a^ 
pbct of being incessantly dnawn te a circle,*’' And thoM sbs^i 
ooUn^ss in number; and winged with Kcwtte fbathe^ si^^y^ 
Dyona in that battle, incessantly fell, 0 king, oh DhanWn|ai)^ 
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and V5sndeva.** Beholding then that battle hetwe^ Ih^na 
and the son of Panda, Y&sudeva of great intell%enee began 
to reflect upon the accomplishment of the (important) task.** 
Then Tasudeva, addressing Dhananjaya, said these words 

0 Partha, O Partha, O thou of mighty mrms, we should not 
waste time !•* We must go on, avoiding Drona, for a more 
important task awaits us 1 — In reply Partha said unto Krishna, 
-*-0 Ke^ava, as thou pleasest !•* — rThen keeping the mighty- 
armed Drona to their right, Arjuna proceeded onwards. Turn- 
ing his face round, Yibhatsu proceeded, shooting his sh^ts.** 
Then Drona, addressing Arjuna, said, — Whither dost thou pro- 
ceed, O son of Pandu ! Is it not true that thou ceasest not 
(to fight) till thou hast vanquished thy foe ?** — 

“ 'Arjuna answered, — Thou art my preceptor and no foe ! 

1 am thy disciple and, therefore, like to thy son ! Nor is there 
the man in the whole world who can vanquish thee in battle !**-->’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — 'Saying these words, the mighty- 
armed Yibhatsu, desirous of slaying Jayadratha, quickly pro- 
ceeded against the (Kaurava) troops.** And while he penetrat- 
ed into thy army, those high-souled princes of Panchala, viz., 
Yudhamanyu and Uttamaujas, followed him as the protectors 
of his wheels.** Then, O king, Jaya, and Kritavarman of the 
Satwata race, and the ruler of the Kaoavojas, and Crutayus, 
began to oppose the progress of Dhananjaya.'^ And these had 
ten thousand car-warriors for their followers. The Abhishahas, 
the Ourasenas, the Civis, the Yasatis,** the Mavellakas, the Lili- 
thyas, the Kaikayas, the Madrakas, the Narayana-Gopalas, and 
the vari(|as tribes of the Kfimvojas*’ who had before been van- 
quished by Kama, all of whom were regarded as very brave, 
placmg Bharadwaja’s son at their head, and becoming regard- 
less ki their lives, rushed towards Arjuna,** for reristing that 
angry hero burning with grief on account of the death of his 
son, Ithat warrior resembling all-destroying Death himself, cli^ 
in mail, conversant with all modes of warfare, prepared to 
thro|r away his Hfu in the' thick of battle,**' — that mighty bow- 
man loftP^t prowess, that tiger among men,'— who resemlfled an 
ihfui^td^iNil^ of^ an elephantine herd, and who seemil^ ready 
todivou^^ irihole hostile armv i** The batde then' tlmt 
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on eni3<y ’between aU- , those ■^mbatai^,:; bfr '.one '^eidte ab^': .',■ 
Arjuna on the other, desiring to encounter each other,** 4hd 
all of th^, uniting together, began tb resist that bull among' 
men- advancing, for the slanghter of Jayadratha^ lihe roedioinea. 
resisting a raging disease.’ '** 


Section XCII. 

. “Sanjaya said, — Held in check by them, that foremost of 
car- warriors, viz,, Partha of great might and prowess, was 
quickly pursued by Drona from behind.* The son of Pandur 
however, like diseases scorching the body, blasted that army^ 
scattering his sharp shafts and resembling on that account the 
Sun himself scattering his countless rays of light.* And steeds^ 
were pierced, and cars with riders were broken and mangled, 
and elephants were overthrown. And umbrellas were cut off 
and displo jed, and vehicles were deprived of their wheels.* 
And the combatants fied on all sides, exceedingly afflicted with 
arrows. Even thus progressed that fierce battle between thosot 
warriors and Arjuna encountering each other. Nothing could 
be distinguished. With his straight shafts, Arjuna, O mon- 
arch, made the hostile army tremble incessantly.*"* Firmly 
devoted to truth, Arjuna then, of white steeds, desirous of . 
accomplishing his vow, rushed against that foremost of car-- 
warriors, viz., Drona of red steeds.* Then tjie preceptor Drona 
struck his disciple, viz., the mighty bowman Arjuna, with 
five and twenty straight shafts capable of reaching the very 
vitals.* Thereupon Vibhatsu, that foremost of all wie®rs of 
weapons, quickly rushed against Drona, shooting arrows capahlO'.. 
of baffling the force of counter arrows shot at him.* Invoking; , 
into existence then the Pmhma weapon, Arjuna of immea§ar<; 
able soul baffled with his straight shafts those shot so sjibsd^^ 
at ijimi by Drona,’ I'he skill we then beheld of Dro^ Vri^; ! 
exceedingly wbnderful, since Arjuna, though young, aud though , 
struggli^ vigorously, could not pierce Drona with h single 
shall.** Jfiike a ma.s3 of clouds poqriug torients of 4»jg* 

Pfbha 4bhd jatpod showers of arrows on the Partha? mouhlfe 

* 
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Possessed of great energy, Arjuna received that arrowy 
downpour, O king, by invoking the Brahma weapon, and out 
off all those arrows by arrows of his own.^* Drona then afflicted 
P&rtha of white steeds with five and twenty arrows. * And he 
struck Vasudeva with seventy arrows on the chest and arms^'* 
PSrtha then, of great intelligence, smiling the whilOj resisted 
the preceptor in that battle who was incessantly shooting sharp 
arrows.** Then those two foremost of car-warriors, while thus 
struck by Drona, avoided that invincible warrior, who resembled 
the raging Yuga fire.** Avoiding those sharp shafts shot 
from Drona’s bow, the diadem-decked son of Kunti, adorned 
with garlands of flowers, began to slaughter the host of the 
Bhojas.** Indeed, avoiding the invincible Drona who stood 
immovable like the Mainaka mountain, Arjuna took up his 
pjsition between Kritavarman and Sudakshina the ruler of the 
Kamvojas.*^ Then that tiger among men, viz.^ the ruler of 
the Bhojas, coolly pierced that invincible and foremost descend- 
ant of Kuru with ten arrows winged with Kanha feathers,** 
Then Arjuna pierced him, O monarch, in that battle with a 
hundred arrows. And once more he pierced him with three 
other arrows, stupifying that hero of the Satwata race.** 
The ruler of the Bhojas then, laughing the while, pierced 
Parfcha and Vasudeva each with five and twenty arrows.*® 
Arjuna then, cutting off Kritavarman*s bow, pierced him with 
one and twenty arrows resembling blazing flames c»f fire or 
angry snakes of yirulent poison.** Then Kritavarman, that 
mighty car- warrior, taking up another bow, pierced Arjuna in 
the chest, O Bharata, with five arrows.** And once more he 
pierced Partha with five sharp arrows. Then Partha struck 
kim^in return in the centre of the chest with nine arrows.** 
Belk>ldii^ the son of Kunti obstructed before the car of Krita- 
varmau, he of Vrishni*s race thought that no time should bo 
Then Krishna, addressing Partha, said, — Do npt 
shop any mercy to Kritavarman I Disregarding thy relation- 
»hi| (with him), crush and slay him!** — Then Arjuna/ stupi- 

arrows, proceeded, on his ewift 
of the Kamvojas.** Seeir^ 4fjun8^^ 
penetrate into the Kamvoja forcot Kritavarman 
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l>^ame with wrath. Shaking his bow with arrow fixai 
ithsreon, he then encountered the two Fanehala princes.*’ In- 
deed, Kritovarman, with his arrows, resisted those two PanchSht 
printsss as they advanced, foljiowing Arjuna for |wotecting his 
wheels.** Then Kiitavarman the ruler of the Bhojas ^eihed 
them both with sharp shafts, striking Yudhamanyu with three>^ 
and TJttamaujas with four.** Those two princes in return each 
pierced him with ten arrows. And once more Yudhamanyu 
shooting three arrows and TJttamaujas shooting three,** cut off 
Kritavarman’s standard and bow. Then the son of Bridik^ 
taking up another bow, and becoming infuriate with rage,” de- 
prived both those warriors of their bows and covered them 
with arrows. Then those two warriors, taking up and string- 
ing two other bow.s, began to pierce Kritavarman.** Mean- 
while Vibhatsu penetrated into the hostile army. But those 
two princes, resisted by Kritavarman, obtained no admittance** 
into the Dliartarashtra host, although those bulls among men 
struggled vigorously. Then Arjuna of white steeds quickly 
afflicted in -that battle the divisions opposed to him.**^ That 
slayer of foes, however, slew not Kritavarman although he had 
got him within reach. Beholding Partha thus proceeding, 
the brave king Crutayudha,** filled with wrath, rushed at him, 
.shaking his large bow. And he pierced Partha with three 
arrows, and Janarddana with seventy.** And he struck the 
standard of Partha with a very sharp arrow having a razor-like 
head. Then Arjuna, filled with wrath, deeply pierced his 
antagonist with ninety straight shafts like (a rider) striking a 
mighty elephanf with the hook. Crutayudha, however, could 
not, O king, brook that act of prowess on the part of Pandu’s 
son;**"** He pierced Arjuna in return with seven and seventy 
ehafts. Arjuna then cut off CrutSyudha’s bow and then his 
quiver,** and angrily struck him on the chest with seven straight 
thaftS; Then king Crutayudha, deprived of his senaes by 
t^th, took up another bow** and struck the son 6f Y&sava 
iVith nine arrows on the latter’s arms and chest. Then Arjuiita, 
that chastiser of foes, laughing the while, 0 Bh&rata, aliieted 
ChitSyudha with many thousands of arrows, And that mighty 
car-warrior quickly slew also the latter’s steads aiid chariot- 
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Etidtt^d wiih great slarength, the son of P&hdu then 
pierced his foe with seventy arrows. Then the valiant king 
Crttt&yndha, abandoning that steedless car,^* rushed in that 
encounter against Partha, uplifting his mace. The heroic 
ting Crutayudha was the son of Varuna,^^ having for his 
mother that mighty river of cool water called Parna^a; His 
mother, O king, had, for the sake of her son, begged Vanina, 
saying,^* — Let this my son become .unslayablo on Earth ! — 
Varuna, gratified (with her), had said, — I give him a boon 
highly beneficial to him,^* viz., a celestial weapon, by virtue 
of which this thy son will become unslayable on Earth by foes ! 
No man can have immortality.'^^ O foremost of rivers, every 
one who hath taken birth must inevitably die ! This child, 
however, will always be invincible by foes in battle,^® through 
the power of this weapon. Therefore, let thy heart’s fever be 
dispelled ! — Having said these words, Varuna gave him, with 
mantras, a mace,^^ Obtaining that mace, Cruta 3 rudha became 
invincible on Earth. Unto him, however, the illustrious Lord 
of the waters again said,®® — This mace should not be hurled at 
one who is not engaged in fight. If hurled at such a person 
it will come back and fall upon thyself. O illustrious child, (if 
BO hurled) it will then course in an opposite direction and slay 
the person hurling it 1®* — It would seem that when his hour 
oame, Crutayudha disobeyed that injunction. With that hero- 
slaying mace he attacked Janarddana.®® The valiant Krishna 
received that mace on one of his well-formed and stout should- 
ors. It failed to shake Caurin like the wind failing to shake 
ihe fountains of Vindhya.*® That mace, rettri*ning unto Cru- 
tayudha himself, struck that brave and wrathful king staying 
on his car, like an ill-accomplished- act of sorcery injuring the 
perfiirmor himself,®'^ and slaying .that hero, fell down on tho 
f BehoW^ the mace turn back and Orutayudha slain,®® 
lou<^|j^es of and Oh arose there among the troops, a* the 
Crutayudha, that chastiser of foes, slain by a weapon 
pf Ms own.®^®^ And because, 0 monarch, Crutayudha had l&urL 
t|a|^ was not engaged in fighting, 

; ^ • — ^ ' 

* toe origtaal 



ffSWi PaXTi J lOtONA FAifVA. 25$ 

it stow Bim "wBo had hnried it.*^ And Chnitajnadha p^hed on 
tfaa field even in the manner that Taruna had indh^tedi Be- 
fnrived of life he fell down on the Earth befwe the eyes of all the 
howmen.** While fallings down, that dear son of PmrnSga 
shone resplendent like a tall banian with spreading boughs 
broken by the wind.*’ Then all the troops and even ail the 
prjpcipal warriors fled away, beholding Grutayudha, that chas- 
tiser of foes, slain.*® Then the son of the ruler of the Kfim- 
vojas, viz., the brave Sudhakshina, rushed on his swift steeds 
against Phalguna that slayer of foes.** Partha then, O Bhfi- 
rata, sped seven shafts at him. Those shafts, passing through 
the body of that hero, entered the Earth.** Deeply pierced by 
th jso shafts sped in battle from Gandiva, Sudakshina pierced 
Arjuna in return with ton shafts winged with Kanka feathers.** 
And piercing Vasudeva with three shafts, he once more pierced 
Partha with five. Then, O sire, Partha, cutting off SudaJeshi- 
na’s bow, lopped off the latter’s standard.** And the son of 
Pandu pierced his antagonist with a couple of broad-headed 
arrows of great sharpness. Sudakshina, however, piercing Par- 
tha once more with three arrows, uttered a leonine shout.** 
Then the bravo Sudakshina, filled with wrath, hurled at the 
wielder of Qandiva a terrible dart made wholly of iron and 
decked with bells." That dart, blazing as a large meteor, and 
emitting sparks of fire, approaching that mighty car-warrior, 
pimeed him through and fell down on the Earth.**^ Deeply 
struck by that dart and overcome with a swoon, Arjuna soon 
enough recovered. Then that hero of mighty energy, licking 
the corners of his mouth," that son of Pandu, of inconceiv- 
able feats, pierced his foe, with his steeds, standard, bow, and 
ehmoteer, with four and ten shafts winged wirii Kanka fehth- 
ers.*’ With other arrows, countless in number, P^tha then 
cut Sudakshina’s car into fragments. And then the sbn of 
Panda pierced Sudakshina, the prince of the Kamvojasi, whose 
purpose and prowess had both been baffled, with a sharp Uihw 
jn’the diest. Then the l^jrave prince of the K&mvojsts, his 
coat of mail out off, his limbs weakened, his diadem and 
das displaoedi fell, head downwards, like a-pole of Ihdra' V^h 
hurled from an engine. Like a beautiful trei^ in the 



254 <• HAHABHABATA. [JatasratbA. 

Spring, gracefully growing on a mountain summit with beaul^* 
ful branches, lying on the Earth when uprooted by the wind, 
the prince of the E&mTojas lay on the bare ^ound, deprived of 
life, though deserving of the costliest bed.**^* Decked with 
costly ornaments, handsome, possessed of eyes that were of a 
coppery hue, and bearing on his head a garland of gold endued 
with the effulgence of fire, the mighty-armed Sudakshina, the 
son of the ruler of the Kamvojas, overthrown by Partha with 
his shafts, and lying on the Earth, reft of life, looked resplendent 
like a beautiful mountain with a level top. Then all the troops 
of thy son fled away, beholding Crutayudha, and Sudakshina 
the prince of the Kamvojas, slain.’ 


Section XCIII. 

‘ Sanjaya said, — ‘Upon the fall of Sudakshina and of the 
heroic Crutayudha, 0 monarch, thy warriors, filled with wrath, 
rushed with speed at Partha.* The Abhiahahas, the Curasenas, 
the Civis, the Vasatis, began, 0 king, to scatter their arrowy 
showers on Dhananjaya.* The son of Pandu then consumed 
by means of his arrows six hundred of them at once. There- 
upon those warriors, terrified, fled away like smaller animals 
from a tiger.® Rallying, they once more surrounded PSrtha, 
who was slaying his foes and vanquishing them in battle.* 
Dhananjaya then, with shafts sped from OUndiva, speedily 
felled the heads and arms of the combatants thus rushing upon 
him.® Not an inch of the field of battle was unstrewn with 
fisllen heads, and the flights of crows and vultures and ravens 
that hovered over the field seemed to forma cloudy canopy 
Seeing; their follbwers thus exterminated, Crutayu^h and Ach- 
' yilt&ydsh Were both filled with wrath. And they continued to 
contend vigorously with Dhananjaya. Endued with grea^ 
might,! ploud, heroic, of noble lineage, and possessed of strength 
M those two bowmen, O king, solicitous of winning gpfeat 
^me s|ad desirous, for the sake of thy son, to compms tbe 
destruction of Arjuna, quickly showered upon the lattw Idieir 
arrcwyfdqv^jhjurs fifom at once his* right and left;®^ Those 
angry |eroes, with>^a thousand staraight shafts, covered Arjuna 
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like iwo masses of clouds filling a lake.** Tfien that foremost 
car-warnow* viz., Crutayusb. filled with wra^h, s^icic 
Phanaiyaya with a well-tempered and shmp-pointed lance,** 
That crusher of foes, then, viz., Aijuna, deeply pierced by his 
mighty foe, swooned away in that battle, stupifying Keqava 
also (by that act).** Meanwhile, the mighty car-wanrior Afthyu- 
tayush forcibly struck the son of Pandu with a keen-pmateil 
spear.’* By that act he seemed' to pour an acid upon the 
wound of the high-souled son of Pandu. Deeply pierced there- 
with, Partha supported himself by seizing the flagstaff** Then 
a leonine shout was sent forth by all thy troops, O monarch, 
in the belief that Dhananjaya was deprived of life.’* And 
Krishna also was scrorched with grief upon beholding Partha 
senseless. Then Kegava comforted Dhananjaya with soothing 
words,’* Then those foremost of car- warriors, (viz., Crutayush 
and Achyutayush), of true aim, pouring their arrowy showers 
on all sides, in that battle, made Dhananjaya and Yasudeva of 
Yrishni’s race invisible with their car and car- wheels and 
Kuvaraa, their steeds and flagstaff and banner. And all this 
seemed wonderful.’^*’* Meanwhile, O Bharata, Yibhatsu slowly 
regained his senses, like one come back from the very abode of 
the king of the dead.** Beholding his car with Ke<;ava over- 
whelmed with arrows, and seeing also those two antagonists of 
his staying before him like two blazing fires,** the mighty 
car-warrior Partha then invoked into existence the weapon 
named after Cakra. From that weapon flowed thousands of 
straight shafts.** And those shafts struck Crutayush and 
Achyutayush, those mighty bowmen. And the arrows shot by 
the latter, pierced by those of Partha, coursed through the 
welkin.** And the son of Pandu, quickly baffling those wrrowa 
by the force of his own arrows, began to career over the field, 
encountering mighty car-warriors. Meanwhile Crutayush and 
AchyutSyuih were, by Arjuna’s arrowy showers, deiadved of 
^eir arms and heads. And they fell down on the Earth like a 
couple, of tall trees broken by the wind.**"** And the deatii 
of Ofutayush and the slaughter of Achyutayush creat^ a 
suiprise equal to what men would feel at the sight of 
ocean beUomiiig <hry,” Then slaying fifty cwr-wwTiors ara<^^t 
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the fu] lowers of those two princes, Partha proceeded against 
the JSharata ^my, slaying many foremost of wawiors.** Behold- 
ing both Qrutayush and Aohyutayush slain, their, sons, those 
foremost of men, vie., Niyatayush and I>iigh&ynBh, OBhS- 
rata, both filled with rage, rushed against the .son of Kxmti, 
scattering shafts of diverse kinds, and much pained by the 
i»ilamity that had happened to their sirea”"** Arjuna, ex- 
cited with rage, ' in a moment despatched them both towards 
Yama’s abode, by means of straight shafts.*’ And those bulls 
among Kshatriyas (that were in the Kuru army) were perfectly 
unable to resist Partha who agitated the Dhartarashtra ranks 
like an elephant agitating the waters of a lake filled with 
lotuses.** Then thousands of trained elephant-riders amongst 
the Angas, O monarch, filled with rage, surrounded the son of 
Pandu with their elephant force.** Urged by Duryodhana, 
many kings also of the West and the South, and many others 
headed by. the ruler of the Kalingas, also surrounded Arjuna, 
with their elephants huge as hills.** Partha, however, with 
shafts sped from Oandiva, quickly cut off the heads and arms, 
decked with ornaments, of those advancing combatants.** The 
field of battle, strewn with those heads and arms decked with 
Angadaa, looked like golden stones entwined by snakes.** 
And the arms of warriors cut off therewith, while falling down, 
looked like birds dropping down from trees.** And the ele- 
phants, pierced with thousands of arrows and shedding blood 
(firom their wounds), looked like hills in the season of rains 
with liquified red chalk streaming down their sides.** Othem, 
slain by Partha with sharp shafts, lay prostrate on the field. 
And many Mleechaa on the backs of elephants, of diverse 
kinds iof ugly forms,** robed in diverse attires, O king, and 
.armedi' with diverse kinds of weapons, and bathed in blood, 
looked resplendent as they lay on the field, deprived of life by 
of diverse kinds of mtows.** And, thousands of ele- 
.phanti along with their nders and those on foot that urged 
.them forwards, struck with Partha’s Shafts, vomitted blood,** 
„oit^utwred shrieks of -agony, or fell down, or rah Ungovernably 
in a3i pseotions. And many, exceedingly frightened, trod down 
own men,** And mttny, whioh were kept 
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as .reserves and which were fierce as snakes of virulent pQisc>»^ 
did the same.^ And many terrible Yavanas and Ffiradas/ aiid 
Cahas and YalMkaS) ^ and Mlecehaa bot'n of the cow (belonging ' 
to Ya5i8htha), fierce ey^s, accomplished in smiting, looking 
like measengms of Death, and all conversant with the deceptive 
powers of the Asutraa, and many Darvatisaras and Dmradas and 
Fundras numbering by thousands, in hundreds and thousands 
of bands, and tc^ether forming a force that was countless,**^* 
began to shower their sharp shafts upon the son of F&ndu# 
Accomplished in various modes of warfare, those Mleochaa 
covered Arjuna with their arrows.** Upon them Dhananjaya 
also quickly poured his arrows. And those arrows, shot from 
QSndiva, looked like flights of locusts, as they coursed through 
the welkin,** Indeed, Dhananjaya, having by his arrows caxi^ed 
a shade over the troops like that of the clouds, slew, by the 
force of hL weapons, all the Mlecehm with heads completely 
shaved or half-shaved or covered with mattled locks, impure 
in habits, and of crooked faces. Those dwellers of hills, pierced 
with arrows,***** those denizens of mountain caves, fled away 
in fear. And ravens and Kankas and wolves, with great glee, 
drank the blood of those elephants and steeds and their Melccha 
riders overthrown on the field by Fartha with his shtu-p shafts. 
Indeed, Arjuna caused a fierce river to flow there whose current 
consisted of blood. (Slain) foot-soldiers and steeds and cars 
and elephants constituted its embankments. The showers of 
shafts poured constitued its rafts and the hair of the combatants 
formed its moss and weeds.**'** And the fingers cut off from tbo 
arms of warriors, formed its little fishes. And that river was 
as awful as Death itself at the end of the Yv^ga, And that . 
river of blo’od flowed towards the region of Yama. And the 
bodies of slain elephants, floating on it, obstructed its cnwent.?f 
And the Earth was covered all over with the blood of Ksha^iyas 
and of elsphants and steeds and their riders, and of car- wai*ip^a^ ; 
and, became one bloody expanse like to what is seen whfn lndra. 
showers a heavy down-pour covering uplands and lowlands 
ali^. And that bull among Kshatriyas despatched si:^ ;th<)as>^, 
sand horsemen, and again a thousand foremost of Kshafriyas^.JI^ 
that battle into the Jaws of Death. Thousands of well-equipk 
38 



258 MAHABHAEATA. [JaTaDRATHI; 

elephants, pierced with arrows,'*"** lay prostrate on the field 
like hills struck down by thunder. And Arjuna careered over 
the field, slaying steeds and car-warriors and elephants, like 
an elephant of rent temples crushing a forest of reeds. Asa 
confla^tion, urged by the wind, consumes a dense forest of 
trees and creepers and plants and dry wood and grass, even so 
did that fire, viz,, Pandu’s son Dhanajaya, having shafts for its 
flames and urged on by the Krishna wind, angrily consume thy 
forest of warriors. Making the terraces of cars empty, and 
causing the Eajth to be strewn with human bodies,'*"" Dhanan- 
jaya seemed to dance, bow in hand, in the midst of those vast 
masses of men. Deluging the Earth with blood by means of his 
shafts endued with the strength of the thunder,** Dhananjaya, 
•excited with wrath, penetrated into the Bharata host. While 
thus proceeding, Crutayush the ruler of the Amvashthas resisted 
him.** Arjuna then, O sire, speedily felled, with keen shafts 
cquipt with Kanha feathers, the steeds of Crutayush struggling 
in battle." And cutting oif, with other shafts, the bow also of 
bis antagonist, Partha careered over the field. The ruler of the 
Amvashthas then, with eyes troubled in wrath, took up a 
mace** and approached the mighty car-warrior Partha and 
Ke9ava also in that battle. Then that hero, uplifting his mace, 
stopped the (progress of Arjuna’s) car by its strokes, and struck 
Eegava also therewith. Then that slayer of hostile heroes, viz,, 
Aijuna, beholding Ke9ava struck with that mace, became filled 
with wrath. And then, O Bharata, that hero, with his shafts 
e<iuipt with wings of gold, covered the ruler of the Amvashthas, 
that , fcaemost of car- warriors, armed with mace, like the clouds 
covering the risen Sun. With other shafts, Partha then cut off 
the mace of that high-souled warrior into fragments, reducing 
it almost to dust. And all this seemed highly wonderful. 
Beholding that mace of his cut off into fragments, the ruler of 
the'iimvashthas took up another huge mace^*"*' and ^peatedly 
strulk both;j||rjuna and Ke9ava therewith. Then Arjuna, with 
a coiiple o^i^rp broad-faced arrows, cut off the Uplifted anhs of 
Gru^iS»^ Which held* the mace, those arms that looked like a 
oou^^stndra’s standards, and with another winged arrow; he 
cut bff the head of that warrior. Thus slain> Crutayueh fell 
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dQwn,,0 king, filling the Earth with a loud noise, “"** like 
a tall standard of Indra when the strings, tying it tn tW 
engine on which it is set, are cut off. Surrounded thefi on all 
sides by ranks of cars and by hundreds upon hundreds of 
elephants and cars, Fartha became invisible like the Surf covered 
with clouds.’ . 


Section XCIV.. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘After the son of Kunti, impelled by the^ 
desire of slaying the ruler of the Sindhus, had penetrated (into 
the Bharata host), having pierced through the irresistible divi- 
sions of both Drona and the Bhojas,* after the heir of the ruler 
of the Kamvojas, viz., prince Sudakshina, had been slain, after 
Savyasachin had killed the valiant Crutayudha also,* aft sr tha 
(Kuru) ranks had fled away and confusion had sot in on all sides, 
thy son, beholding his army broken, repaired to Drona.* 
Quickly coming on his car to Drona, Duryodhana said : — That 
tiger among men (viz,, Aijuna), having crushed this vast host, 
hath already passed through it J* Aided by thy judgment, 
think now what should be done next for the slaughter of 
Arjuna in view of this awful carnage !* Blessed be thou, 
adopt such measures that that tiger among men may not 
succeed in slaying Jayadratha ! Thou art our sole refuge,!* 
lake a raging conflagration consumi ng heaps of dry grass . 
and straw, the Dhananjaya-firo, urged by the wind of his 
wrath, is consuming the grass and straw constituted by my 
troops O scorcher of foes, seeing the son of Kunti pass, 
.having pierced through this host, those warriors that are pro- 
tecting Jayadratha have become doubtful (of their ability to 
resist Fartha).* O foremost of those acquainted with Brahma, 
it was the settled conviction of the kings that Dhan^jaya 
would never, with life, succeed in transgressing Droiatf*. ,0 
thou of great splendour, when, however, Fartha has pierced 
through thy divisioft in thy very sight, I regard my army to ^ 
vary weak. 'Indeed, I think that I have no troops !‘* 0 tJhpw 
t^i^-art highly blessed, I know thou art devo^ to the, w^^- ' 
fare of the FSindavas ! I lose my reason, 0 regenerate one, ip 
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thinjting what he done !*’ ' To the best of my power, O 

regenerate ^ 0 , I behave myself well with thee T To the 1)e8t 
of my power I also seek to gratify thee! Thdn, however, 
dost not bear all this in mind!** O thou of immeswurable 
prowess, although we are ever devoted' to thee, still thou never 
seekcst our welfare ! Thou always well-pleased with the 
Panda vas and. always engaged in doing us evil !*• Though 
deriving thy livelihood from us, still thou art engaged in doing 
evil to us ! I was not aware that th% art but a razor steeped in 
fconey !** If thou hadst not granted me the boon about humi- 
liating and checking the Pandavas, I would never have pre- 
vented the ruler of the Sindhus from returning to his own 
country !** Fool that I am, expecting protection from thee, I 
assured the ruler of the Sindhus, and through my folly offered 
him as a victim to Death !*‘ A man may escape, having en- 
tered the very jaws of Death. But there is no escape for 
Jayadratha, when once he comes within reach of Dhansyaya’s 
arms !*’' O thou that ownest rod steeds, do that by which the 
^ler of the Sindhus may yet be saved ! Do not give way to 
wrath on hearing the delirious ravings of my afflicted self ! O, 
protect yet the ruler of the Sindhus !'* — 

“ ‘Drona said, — I do not find fault with thy words I Thou 
art as dear to me as A^watthaman himself ! I tell thee truly ! 
Act, however, now according to my words, O king!** Of all 
drivers of cars, Krishna is the foremost. His steeds also are 
tine foremost of their species. Obtaining only a very small 
Bpacoi Dhananjaya can pass very quickly through it.** Scest 
thou not that the shafts of the diadem-decked (Arjuna), count- 
ies ip number, shot from his bow, are falling full two miles 
behihd his car as he is proceeding?** Burdened with the 
Weight of years, I am now incapable of going so frst. ^Hie 
whoip army of the Parthas again is now cloise upon our van !** 
lf!|^^ishthira also should be seized by me. Even So, 0'1to>u 
if# mf^gb ty bath been the VOW made by me in the pre- 
’ bowmen and in l^e midst of all the, BjihatriyasP* 

O^ll^ he is now staying at the head of his troops, abanddfied 
l^^^pananjaya ! 1 shall not, therefore, abandonihjg thfr^tate 

jtf array, fight with PhaJguna!*^ It is that ®yself. 
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pp&perly supported, fhouldst fight with that foe of thine, who 
is alpne, ^nd who is thy equal in lineage and feats 1 I>6 n6t 
fear ! Go ajid fight with him ! Thou art the ruler of the 
world I** Thou art a king! Thou art a hero! Possessed of 
fame, thou art accomplished in vanquishing (thy foes) ! Q brave 
subjugator of hostile towns, go thyself to that spot where 
Dhananjaya the son of Pritha is ! — ** 

‘“Duryodhana said, — O preceptor, how is it possible for 
me to resist Dhananjaya who has transgressed even thee that 
art the foremost of all wieldors of arms ?*'' The very chief of 
the celestials, armed with the thunder, is capable of being 
vanquished in battle, but Arjuna, that subjugator of hostile 
towns, cannot be vanquished in battle !** He by whom HridikH’s 
son (Kritavarman), the ruler of the Bhojas, and thyself equal 
unto a celestial, have both been vanquished by the power of 
his weapons, he by whom Crutayush hath been slain,*® as also 
Sudakshina, and king Crutayudha too, he by whom both Cru- 
tayush and Achyutayush and myriads of Mlecchas also have 
been slmn,*® how can 7 contend in battle with that invincible 
son of Pandti, that accomplished master of weapons, who is 
even like an all-consuming fire ?** How also dost thou think 
me competent to fight with him today ? I am dependent on 
thee like a slave ! Protect my fame ! — •* 

j ‘“Drona said, — ^Thou sayest truly, O thou of Kuru’s race, 

that Dhananjaya is irresistible ! I, however, will do that by 
■which thou sbalt be able to boar him !** Let all the bowmen in 
itbe world behold today the wonderful fact of the son of Kunti 
being held in check by thee in the very sight of Vasudeva 1“ 
This thy armour of gold, O king, I will tie on thy body in such 
a way that no weapon used by man will be able to strike thee 
4n battle !•* If even the three worlds with the Amraa aiid the 
oaiestialB, the Yahhm, the Vragas, and the RsJ^hmWt to- 
' gather with all human beings, fight with thee todajT^ #iou 
;»»eedst still entertain no fear !“ Neither Krishna, nor flililion 
ipf |[anli, nor any other wielder of weapons in battle, will be 
Ixiihtete, pierce this armour '.of thine with arrows C^sed in 
coat, of mail, quickly go thou today against the angry 
« Arjunain Jtettle,! He will not be able to bear thee !**-^* 
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“Sanjaya saicl,— ‘Having said these vrorda, Drona, that fore- 
most of persons conversant with Brahma, touching water, and 
duly uttering certain mantras, speedily donned that highly 
wonderful and bright armour on Duryodhana’s body, for the 
victory of thy son in that dreadful battle, and causing (by that 
act) all persons there to be filled with amazement.*"^* . And 
Drona said, — Let the Vedas, and Srahman, and the Bri>htna- 
nas, bless thee ! Let all the higher classes of reptiles be a source 
of blessing to thee, O .Bharata !** Let Yayati, and Nahusha, 
and Dhundumara, and Bhagiratha, and the other royal sages^ 
all do what is beneficial to thee >** Let blessings be to thee 
from creatures having but one leg, and from those that have 
many legs ! Let blessings be to thee, in this great battfe, from 
creatures that have no legs !** Let Swaha, and Bwadha, and 
Cachi, also, all do what is beneficial to thee ! O sinless one, 
let Lakshmi and Arandhati too do what is beneficial to thee !** 
Let Asita, and Devala, and Vicwamitra, and Angiras, and 
Va 9 ishtha, and Kacjyapa, O king, do what is beneficial to 
thee Let Dhatri, and the lord of the worlds, and the points 
of the compass, and the regents of those points, and the six- 
faced Kartikeya, all give thee what is beneficial!*’ Lot the 
divine Vivaswat benefit thee completely I Let the four ele- 
phants, of the four quarters, the Earth, the firmament, the pla- 
nets,** and he who is underneath the Earth and holds her (on 
hia head), O king, viz,, Cesha, that foremost of snakes, give 
thee what is for thy benefit !** O son of Gandhari, formerly 
the Asara named Vritra, displaying his prowess in battle, 
had defeated the best of celestials in battle. The latter, num- 
becing thousands upon .housands, with mangled bodies,*’— those 
denizens of heaven, — with Indra at their head, deprived of 
energy and might all repaired to Brahman and sought his 
protection, afeared of the great Asura Vritra 1'® And the 
gods laid,— [0 best of gods, 0 foremost of celestials, be thou 
the,r6|uge of the pods now crushed by Vritra ! Indeed, rescue 
us th^i^at fear !]*’: — Then Brahman, addreaang Vishnu 
Bta^ij^ \ ^ thosp best of celestials h^tded . 

by Cakr^'ilHd unto them that were all cheerless, these Woticki 
truth:’®— {Indeed, the gods with iQtka ftt their. 
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head, and the Brahmanas also, should ever be protected by 
me ! The energy of Tasljitri is invincible from which Vri^ 
hath been created.** Having in days of yore performed ascetic 
penances for a million of yej^rs, Tashtri then, ye gods, created 
Vritra, obtaining permission thereto from Mahe(}wara.** • That 
mighty foe of yours hath succeeded in smiting you through 
the grace of that god of gods! Without going to the place 
where Cankara stayath, ye cannot see the divine Hara !** Hav- 
ing seen that god, ye will be able to van(|uish Vritra ! There- 
fore, go ye without delay to the mountains of Mandara ! There 
stayeth that origin of ascetic penances, that destroyer of Dak- 
sha’s sacrifice,** that wielder of PinSka, that lord of all crea- 
tures, that slayer of the Asura called Bhaganetra !] — Thus 
addressed by Brahman, the gods, proceeding to Mandara with 
Brahman in their company,** beheld there that heap of enwgy, 
that Suprerae god endued with the splendour of a million Suns. 
Seeing the gods, Mahe^wara welcomed them and enquired what 

‘V 

he was to do for them.** — [The sight of my person can never be 
fruitless ! Let the fruition of your desires proceed from this f] 
— Thus addressed by him, the dwellers of heaven replied,**— 
[We have been deprived of our energy by Vritra I Be thou 
the refuge of the dwellers of heaven ! Behold, O lord, our 
bodies beaten and bruised by his strokes ! We seek thy pro- 
tection ! Be thou our refuge, O Mahe^wara !]'* — The god of 
gods, called Sarva, then said, — [Ye gods, it is well known to you 
how this action, fraught with great strength, terrible, and in- 
capable of being resisted by persons destitute of ascetic merits 
originated, springing from the energy of Tashtri, (the divide 
artificer) !“ As regards myself, it is certainly my duty to ren- 
d^ aid to the dwellers of heaven ! O Cakra, take this efful- 
gent armoTir from off my body. And, 0 chief of the cel^tials, 
put it on, mentally uttering these mantras /]— ** 

■ ‘“Drona continued, — Having said these words, the “Wjn- 
^ving (Civa) gave that armour with the mantras (to be uttertel 
by the wearer). Protected by that armour, Oakra proceeded 
against the host of Vritra in battle.** And although diverse' 
kinds of weapons were hurled at .him in that dreadfut batt^ei 
yet the jeints of that armour could not be cut open.** TiSfr 
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the lord of the cejestials slew Vritra, arid afterwards gave 
Onto Angiras that armour whose joints wore made up of 
And Angiras imparted those mantras to his son 
Yrihaspati having a knowledge of all mantras. And Vrihaspati 
imparted the knowledge to Agnive^ya of great intelligence,** 
And Agnive 9 ya imparted it to me, and it is with the aid of 
those mantras, O best of kings, that I, for protecting thy bodyv 
tie this armour on thy body !**— ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having said these words, Drona, that 
bull among preceptors, once more addressed tliy son of great 
splendour, saying," — ^0 king, I put this armour on thy body, 
joining its pieces with the aid of Brahma strings. In days of 
yore Brahman himself had thus put it on Vishnu in battle !** 
Even as Brahman himself had put this celestial armour on Cakra 
in the battle caused by the abduction of Taraka, I put it on 
thee !** — ^Having thus, with mantras, donned that armour duly 
on Duryodhana, the regenerate Drona sent the king to battle." 
And the mighty-armed king, cased in armour by the high^souli^ 
preceptor, and accompanied by a thousand car-warriors of 
Trigarta country, all accomplished in smiting,** and a thousand 
infuriate elephants endued with great prowess, and a hundred 
thousand horse, and many other mighty car-warrior;^** proceed- 
ed towards the car of Arjuna. And the mighty-armed king pro- 
ceeded, with the noise of diverse kinds of musical instrument^ 
against his foe, like Yirochana’s son (Vali in days of yore).** 
Then, O Bharata, a loud uproar arose among thy troops, be- 
holding the Kuru king proceeding like a'fathomless ocean.’ ”*' 

SectkmjXCV. 

. '‘•Sanjaya said,-~‘ After that bull among men, viz., Duryo- 
dha4a, hod set out from behind, following Partha and him of 
VrisiiBi’s race, O king, both of whom had penetrated into ^thi^ 
EAtirava the Fandavas, accompanied by the Soiuakas, 

qui(Aly rtl^iiBd against Drona with loud shouts. .And 
com|aenced tW battle (between them and Droria’s troops),* lArid 
the latiy t^ took place between the Kurus and the Panda- 
vas fat the' ^gate of the a^y, was fierce and . Snaking 
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th« hair to siaii4 oft The sight fliled the spectators 
wohdcr.* O loftg^ ilcu was then in the meridi&n. 
encountOTj O monarch, was truly siioft that ^ had never Seen 
or heard of its like before.* The Parthas headed by Dhyishtec- 
dyumna, all accomplished in smiting and arrayed properly, 
covered the troops of Drona with showers of arrows.* Our- 
selves also, placing Drona, that foremost of all wielders of 
weapons, at our head, covered the PSrthas headed by Prishata'fi 
son with our shafts.' The two hosts, adorned with cars ami 
looking beautiful, then appeared like two mighty masses of 
clouds in the summer sky, driven towards each other by oj^wj- 
site winds.’ Encountering each other, the two hosts increased 
their impetuosity, like the rivers Qanga and Yamuna swollen 
with water during the season of rains.* Having diverse kin(^ 
of weapons for the winds that ran before them, teeming with 
elephant''j and steeds and cars, charged with lightning consti- 
tuted by the maces wielded by the warriors, the fierce and 
mighty cloud formed by the Kuru host,’ urged on by the 
Iftrona-tempest, and pouring incessant shafts that constituted its 
torrents o( rain, sought to quench the raging Pandava-fire.** 
Like an awful hurricane in summer agitating the ocean, that 
-best of Brahmanas, vis., Drona, agitated the Pandava host.'* 
Exerting themselves with great vigor, the Pandavas rushed to- 
wards Drona alone for piercing his host, like a mighty torrent of 
water towards a strong embankment for sweeping it away.'* T.ilr<y 
an immovable hill resisting the fiercest current of water, Drona, 
however, resisted in that battle the enraged Pandavas and Pan- 
chElas and Kekayas.'* ^ Many other kings also, endued with 
great strength and courage, attacking them from all sides, began 
to resist the 'PSndavas.'* Then that tiger among men, viz<^ the 
son of Private, uniting vnth the Pandavas, began repeatedly 
to stnke Drona, for piercing the hostile host." Indeed, as Dfqna 
showered his arrows on Prishata’s son, even so did tfte lathS]e' 
shdwftr his on Difona." Having scimitars and sw<»d* fear 
winds that blew before it, well-equipt with darts and lances fhl , 
sSbifts, with the bowstring constituting its lightning 
(twang of the) how for its roars, the Dhyishtadyuninarc^pMd|l^^ 
poured 'bn all sld^ torrents of weapons as ik shywees of ston^ ; 
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Sillying foremost of car* warriors and large numbers of steeds, the 
son of Prishata seemed to deluge the hostile divisiom (with hia 
arrowy downpours).'* And the soh of Prishata, by his arrows, 
turned Drona away from all those tracks amid the car-divisions 
of the Fandavas through which that hero attempted to pa^ 
striking the warriors there with his shafts.'* And til though 
Drona struggled vigorously in that battle, yet his host, 
encountering Dhrishtadyumna, became divided into three 
bodies.** One of these retreated towards Kritavarman the chief 
of the Bhojas, anothar towards Jaiasandha ; and another, fierce- 
ly slaughtered the while by the Pandavas, proceeded towards 
Drona himself.** Drona, that foremost of car-warriors,- repeat- 
edly united his troops. The mighty warrior Dhrishtadyumna 
as often smote and separated them.** Indeed, the Dharta- 
xashtra force, divided into three bodies, was slaughtered by the 
Pandavas and the Srinjayas fiercely, like a herd of cattle in the 
woods by many beasts of prey, when unprotected by herds- 
men.** And people thought that in that dreadful battle, it was 
Death himself who was swallowing the warriors first stupified 
by Dhrishtadyumna.** As a kingdom of a bad king is destroy- 
ed by famine and pestilence and robbers, even so was thy host 
afflicted by the Pandavas.®* And in consequence of the rays of 
the Sun falling upon the weapons and the warriors, and of the 
dust raised by the soldiers, the eyes of all were painfully afflict- 
ed.** ' Upon the Kaurava host being divided into three bodies 
during that dreadful carnage by the Pandavas, Drona, filled 
with wrath, began to consume the Panchalas with bis shafts.** 
And while engaged in crushing those divisions and exterminat- 
ing them with his shafts, the form of Drona became like that 
of tile biasing Fu^)ra fire.** That mighty car- warrior pierced 
ears, elejdiants, and steeds, and foot-soldiers, in that battle, each 
vdth only a single arrow, (and never employing more than one 
in s^y case),** There then was no warrior in the Pandava army 
wh<| was c^ble of bearing, O lord, the arrows shot firom the boW 
Drona.** Sctwched by the rays of the Sun and blasted by 
-thdfshifrs of Drona, the F&ndava divisions there began to 
nhiAt ft^d,** And thy host also, similarly slaughtered 

by f*ri"fiffr sop, seemed to blaze up at every point like a dry 
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forest one $re.** And while both Drona and Dhriahtadyumna 
were slaughtering the two hosts, the warriors of both anaieSj 
in utter disregard of their lives, fought everywhere to* tho 
utmost extent of their prowess.** Neither in thy host nor in 
that of the enemy, O bull^of Bharata’s race, was there^a single 
warrior who fled away from the battle through fear.** Those, 
uterine brothers, viz., Viving^ati and Chitrasena and the 
mighty car-wairiof Vikarna, surrounded Kunti’s son Bhimasena 
on all sides.** And Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanti, and Kshe* 
madhurti of great prowess, supported thy three sons (who con- 
tended against Bhimasena).** King Yalhikai of great energy 
and noble parentage, that mighty car- warrior, with his own 
troops and counsellors, resisted the sons of Draupadi.** 
vya the chief of *the Govasanas, with a thousand foremost wwr- 
riors, faced the son, of great prowess, of the king of the Kapis 
and resisted him.** King Galya the ruler of the Madras sup- 
roundedJhe royal Yudhishthira the son of Kunti, who resem- 
bled a blazing fire.*’ The brave and wrathful Dus9llsana, pro- 
perly supported by his own divisions, angrily proceeded, in that 
battle, against Gatyaki, that foremost of car-warriors.*® I my- 
self, with my own troops, cased in mail and equipt with weap- 
ons, and supported by four hundred foremost of bowmen, 
resisted Ohekitana.*** Cakuni with seven hundred Gandhara 
warriors armed with bows, dwts and swords, resisted the son of 
Hadri, (viz., Sahadeva).** Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanti, 
those two great bowmen, who had, for the sake of their friend 
(Duryodhana), uplifted their weapons, disregarding their lives, 
encountered Virata the king of the Matsyas.** Eling Valhika, 
exerting himself vigorously, resisted the mighty and unvan- 
quished CSkhandin the son of Yajnasena, that hero capable, of 
resisting all foes.** The chief of Avanti, with the Saaviras 
and the cruel Fravadrakas, resisted the wrathful Dhriahtadyumna 
the prince of the Panchalas.** Alayudha quickly rushed agairjst 
the brave Rskshasa Ghatotkacha of cruel deeds who, was i«?ath- 

f IMs occurs in all the texts. It would ssem, therefor^ that 
Sahjaja was not always a witness only the battle for narrat^g y^bat 
be Saw to Bhritarftshtra, but somtimes at least took part in the bat|fe, . 
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fully advancing to battle.** The m^hty car^rwactioir Kanti- 
bhcia, accompanied by a laige force, resisted Alamviisha, that 
prince M^sahaam, of fierce mein.** Thus* O Bh&tate, buiH 
dreds of separate encounters between the warriors of thy anny 
and theirs took place. 

‘“As regards the ruler of theSindhus, he remained in the 
rear of the whole army, protected by many foremost of bow- 
men and car-warriors numbering Kripa amongst them.*' And 
the ruler of the Sindhus had for the protectors of his wheels 
two of the foremost warriors, viz, the son of Drona on his 
right, O king, and the Suta’s son (Karna) on the left.** And 
for protecting his rear ho bad a number of warrionn headed by 
Somadatta’s son, viz., Kripa, and Yrishasena, and Cala, and the 
invincible Calya,** who were conversant with policy and were 
mighty bowmen accomplished in battle. And the Kuru warriors> 
having made these arrangements for the protection of the rul^ 
of the Sindh us, fought (with the Pandavas.)’ ”** 

Section XCVL 

“Sanjaya said, — ^‘Listen, O king, to me as I describe to thee 
the wonderful battle that then took place between the Kurus 
and the Pandavas.* Approaching Bharadwaja’s son who was 
staying at the gate of his array, the Parthas battled vigor- 
ously for piercing through Drona’s division.* And Drona also, 
accompanied by his forces, desirous of protecting his own arrays 
batted with the Parthas, seeking glory.* Vinda and Anuvinda 
of AVinti, excited with wrath and desirous of benefiting thy 
Bom Wuck Virata with ten shafts;* Virata also, O king, ap- 
proaching those two warriors of great prowess staying in battle, 
fo%iit with them and their followers.* The battle that took 
place between these was fierce in the extreme, and blood ran 
in ft like water. And it resembled an encounter in the vroods 
between a lion and a couple of mighty elephants vrith reht 
teiiiiles.* son of Yajnasena forcibly struck king 

•yg ulka in thafe'liattle with fierce and sharp shafts capable of 
pehe|ratihg into the Very vitals.* Valhika also, filled - with 
Yainasena% son with nine St£fijiiht lhafts 
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of golden witigs ‘And whetted on etone5^^ ; tfaAt battle he*'! 
tween those two warricn^ became exceedingly fieiee, oharM!te)ri»«^' 
ed as it was by dense showers of shafts and darts. . And it 
enhanced the fears of the timid and the joy of heroes.' 1%e 
arrows shot by them entirely covered the welkin and ajl the 
points of the compass so that nothing could any longer be dis- 
cerned.*' And Caivya the king of the Govasanas, at the head 
of his troops, fought in that battle with thit mighty car-warrkar 
the piiuce of the Ka^is, like an elephant battling with an- 
other.** The king of the Valhikas, excited with wrath, fight- 
ing against those (five) mighty car- warriors, viz,, the sons of 
Draupadi, -looked resplendent like the mind contending agamst 
the five senses.*' And those five princes also, O foremost of 
embodied beings, fought with that antagonist of theirs, shoote 
ing their arrows from all sides, like the objects of the senses 
for ever battling with the body.** Thy son Dus9a3ana struck 
Satyaki of Vrishni’s race with nine straight shafts of keen 
points.** Deeply pierced by that strong and great bowman, 
Satyaki of prowess incapable of being baffled, was partially 
deprived of his senses.** Comforted soon, he of Vrishni’s race 
then quickly pierced thy son, that mighty car-warrior, with ten 
shafts winged with Kanlca feathers.*' Piercing each other 
deeply and afflicted with each other’s shafts, they looked res- 
plendent, O king, like two Kin^wkas decked with flowers.*' 
Afflicted with the arrows of Kuntibhoja, Alamvusha, filled 
with wrath, looked like a beautiful Kin^uka graced with its . 
flowering burthen.*® The Eakshaaa then, having pierced Kunti- 
bhoja with many arrrows, uttered awful shouts at the head of 
thy host.** And as those heroes fought with each other in that 
battle, they seemed to all the troops to resemble Cakra and the 
Asura Jambha in days of old.** The two sons of Madri, filled 
with wrath, fiercely grinded with their shafts the G&ndhmr|| 
prijace Gakuni who had offended against them greatly,** The 
carnage, O monarch, that set in was awful. Origiiiated by 
thee, nurtured by Kama,** and kept up by thy sons, tbe fire: of 
wrath (of the Pandavas) hath swelled now, 0 mojMu:cli, apd ds,; 
ready to consume the whole Earth 1** Forc®d to turn hi| 
onlhs^eldby theiwo sons of rand') with their shafts, 
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utiable to put forth his vslpiu** Jknew not wlwit to do.®* Boholdr 
iag him turu back, thoso mighty car*w£»rior8, . t^i«., the twp spns 
of P&ndu, once more showered their arrows on him like two 
smsses of clouds pouring torrents of rain on a mighty hill.*^ 
Struck with countless straight shafts, the son of Suvala fled 
towards the division of Drona, borne by his swift steeds.'* The 
brave Ghatotkacha rushed towards the Ralcahasa Alayudha in 
that battle, with ini^tuosity much short of what he was capa^ 
bl^" The bttale between those two became beautiful to behold, 
iflce that which in days of yore had taken place between Kama 
and Bavana.** King Yudhishthira, having in that battle pierced 
the ruler of the Madras with five hundred arrows, once more 
pierced him with seven.** Then commenced that battle be- 
tween them which was exceedingly wonderful, O monarch, 
which resembled that, in days .of yore, between the Asura 
Camvara and the chief the celestials.** Thy sons Yivingpati 
and Chitrasena and Yikarna, surrounded by a large force, battled 
with Bhimasena.’ ”** 


Section XCYII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘When that fierce battle making the hair 
to stand on end, commenced, the Fandavas rushed against the 
Kauravas who had been divided into three bodies.® Bhimasena 
rushed against the mighty-armed Jalasandha, and Yudhishthira, 
at the head of his troops, rushed, in that battle, against Erita- 
vsrman.* . And Dhrishtadyumna, O king, scattering his shafts 
like the Sun shooting his rays, rushed against Drona.® Then 
commenced that battle between all the bowmen, eager for the 
enipouater, of the- Kurus and the Fandavas excited with wrath.® 
during the progress of that terrible carnage, when all the 
wirriprs were battling with one another fearlessly,* the mighty 
D|ona fought with the mighty prince of the Fanchalas. Aiid 
tl^ clouds of arrows he shot in that encounter filled all spectatoiW 
with And Drona and the prince of the FhnchS>ias, 

ctittit^ pif the heads of men by thousands, scattered them bn 
the of battle, making the latter resemble a forest of lo- 
every division were soon strewn on the ground robes 



l>Asa& Paim;} MttJNA PABTAi Mi 

and ornament and widapotis, and standards and coats of nsid),* 
And golden coots of mail dyed with blbad looked like Clouds 
charged with lightning.* Other mighty car-warriors, drawing 
their large bows measuring full six cubitslong. felled with their 
shate elephants and steeds' and men.** In that dreadfal en^ 
counter of arms between brave and high-sonled warriors, sWords 
and shields and bows and heads and coats of mail were seen 
lying scattered about.** Innumerable headless trunks were seen 
bo rise Up, O king, in the midst of that ’fierce battle.** And 
Vultures and Kankaa and crows and jackalls and swarms of 
other carnivorous animals, O sire, were seen there,** eating ^ 
flesh of fallen men and steeds and elephants, or drinking' their 
blood, or dragging them by the hair, qr licking or pecking, O 
king, at their marrow,** or dragging their botUes and severed 
limbs, or rolling their heads on the ground.** Warriors skilled 
in battle, accomplished in weapons, and firmly resolved on fight, 
struggled vigorously in the combat, solicitous only of fame.** 
Many were the combatants that careered over the field, per- 
forming the diverse evolutions of swordsmen. With sabres and 
darts and lances and spears and axes,** with maces and spiked 
clubs and other kinds of weapons, and with even bare arms, men 
who had entered the arena of battle, filled with rage, slew one 
another.** And car-warriors fought with car-w;arriors, and horse- 
men with horsemen, and elephants with foremost of elephants, 
and foot-soldiers with foot-soldiers.** And many infuriate ele- 
phants, as if perfectly mad, uttered loud shrieks and slew one 
an(rther, after the manner they do in sporting arenas.*® 

“ ‘During the progress, 0 king, of that battle in which the 
combatants fought without any regard for one another, Dhrish- 
fadyumna caused his own steeds to be mixed up with those Cf 
Drona.** Hhose steeds endued with the speed of the wind, th^ 
were white as pigeons and red as blood, thus mixed with ope 
ano^er in battle, looked exceedingly beautiful.** In^^d, they 
looked resplendent like coulds charged with lightning. Then 
that i^ayor hostile heroes, viz,, the heroic Dhrishtadyumhia, 
the son of Brishata beholding, Drona, 0 Bharata, arrived po 
nepr, cast off his bow and took up his sword and sKsei^ 
achieving a difficult feat,**'^* Seizing the shaft of Drona's ha*. 
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he 6a#er«d into. it. And he stoy^ sometimes on the middle of 
the yoke Md i^etjbims on Its joint,** and semiete lite 

steede* And while he was moving, aimed with swoifd, 
upon the baolcs of those red steeds of Drooat*' the la^i^ -could 
not detect an opportunity for striking him. = 4^1 : this 
wonderful to us. Indeed, . like the swoop of a hawk in ; the 
woods from desire of food,*^ seemed that sally of Dhruiit»* 
dyumna from his own car for the destruction of Brona. .Then 
Drona cut off, with a hundred arrows, the shield, decked with 
a hundred moons, of Drupada’s son, and then his swoid, with 
ten other arrows. And the mighty Drona then, with four and 
mxty arrows, slew the steeds of his antagonist.**'** And with a 
couple of broad%6aded shafts he cut off the latter’s standard 
and umlurella also, and then slew both his PSr^mi chadripteers. 
And then, with great speed, drawing his bowstring to bm car, 
be shot at him a fatal shaft like the wielder of the thunder 
hurling the thunder (at a foe). But soon Satyaki, with four 
and ten sharp shafts, cut off that fatal arrow of Drona.*®"^ 
And thus the Yrishni hero, O sire, rescued Dhrishtadyumna 
who had been seized by that lion among men, that foremost of 
preceptors, like a deer seized by the king of the forests.** Even 
thus did that bull amongst the Cinis rescue the prince of the 
I^noh&las. Beholding Satyaki rescue- the prince of the PSn- 
chalas in that dreadful battle,** Drona quickly shot at him six 
and twenty arrows. The grandson of Cini then, in retura, 
pieced Drona in the centre of the chest with six and twepty 
an^wa while the latter was engaged in devouring the Srinjayas. 

all the F&nohala car-warriors, desirous of victory, upon 
th'i Sfttwata hero proceeding against Drona, quickly withth^Y 
|)$l^h^yumna from the battle.’ ”**"** 

- .VA. ■ . ■ ' ■ 






"Dhritar&shta s«^, — ‘After that shaft of Droiia h4d t)Wn 
41it off aT>d Dhrishtadyumna thus rescued, O Sanjaya, !>y 
Tuyu^ana, ihat fcMremost one of the Yrishni raw,* what did 
that great bowman, that foremost <ff all wielders of weaponsi 
viz., Drona, do in battle Unto that tiger among men, viz., ibs 
the grandson of Cini ?’* 

"Sanjaya said. — ‘Then Drona, like a mighty snake, having 
wrath for his poison, his stretched bow for his, wide-open moutlit 
his sharp shafts for his teeth and whetted arrows for his fangs, 
with eyes red as copper from rage, and breathing hard, — that 
mighty hero among men, perfectly fearless, — ^borne on his red 
steeds of great speed that seemed to soar into the skies or get 
at the top of a mountain, rushed towards Yuyudhana, scatter- 
ing his arrows equipt with golden wings. “■* Then that sujugei- 
tor of hostile dities, that hero of Cini’s race, invincible in battle, 
beholding that irresistible Drona-cloud having showers of arrows 
for its watery downpour, the rattle of car-wheels for its roar, 
the outstretched bow for its volume, long shafts for its light- 
ning flashes, darts and swords for its thunder, wrath for the 
winds preceding it, and urged on by those steeds that oonsti- 
tiitei the hurricane (impelling it forwards), rush towards him, 
addressed his charioteer and smilingly said,*** — Sute^, proceed 
quickly and cheerfully, urging the steeds to their greatest 
speedjv against that heroic Brahmana fallen off &om the duties 
of his ordsr, that refuge of Dhritarashtra’s son, that dispeUer 
of the (Xuru) king’s sorrows and fears, .that preceptor of hit 
the pnnees, that warrior ever boastful of Ids pr 'wess 
Then the excellent steeds of silvery hue belonging to h^C ^ 
ICadhu’s race, endued with the speed of the wind, qhickly prbr 
ceeded ' towards Drona.** Then those two chastisem of fottt. 
le'ijr.; ‘Drona and Oini’s i^andson, fofl^ht'with «a*ffa bther;^^ 0^^ 
dt^ftig the ■: other" with i^ousands df'shlftit*^'” ^'■Thot^'.twd^'lldilft' ' 
amodg yen filled tbe welkin with the»?^^« show^ fit- 
deed, the two heroes covered the ten poiipts of the coinpaai vn^ ' 
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their ishafts.** And thej pour^ dn eadj othetr tfa^ sha^ lik© 
two clouds pouring their conteuts ^on Ahe E«rth) oo thccacpiM- 
tion of summer. The Sun became intieible. ThA very Mnd 
ceased to blow.** And in consequence of those showers of 
shafts filling the welkin, a continuous and thick glO&m was caus- 
ed there that became unbearable to the other heroes.** And 
when the shafts of Drona and Cini’s grandson had caused Idiat 
gloom there, none beheld any cessation in shooting in either of 
them, They were both quick in the use of weapons, and they 
were both looked upon as lions among men. The sound produced 
by those torrent of arrows, shot by both, striking against one 
another ,*‘‘‘'* was heard to resemble the sound of the thunder 
hurled by Cakra. The forms of heroic warriors pierced with 
long shafts looked like those of snakes, O Bharata; bit by snakes 
of virulent poison. Brave warriors incessantly faeaid the twangs 
of their bows and the sounds of their palms'*”*’ to resemble the 
sound of thunder falling upon summits of mountains. The 
cars of both those warriors, O king, their steeds, and their 
charioteers,*® pierced with shafts of golden winsrs, became beau- 
tiful to behold Fierce was the downpour, O monarch, of shafts 
'that were bright and staight and that looked resplendent like 
snakes of virulent poison freed from their sloughs. The um- 
brellas of both were cut off, as also the standards of both.**”** 
And both of them were covered with blood, and both were in- 
spired with the hope of victory. With blood trickling down 
h^ery limb of theirs, they resembled a couple of elephants with 
s|creM:}n3 trickling down their bodies.** And they continued 
stidke each other with fatal shafts. The roars and shouts and 
'<|^eir cries, of the soldiers, the blare of conchs and the bwt of 
^iutaai,** ceased, 0 king, for none uttCired any sound. Indeed, 
1 ^ 1 : the divisions became silent, and tdl the warriors stopped from 
"lighting,** People, filled with ctuiosity, became spectiitiNM >of 
timt tingle bdmha^ Car-warriers and elephitnt«tidsrs and'hiti9e- 
' '■fech'" Ahd; ' ^trSol'dimrs,** vsmrottn,ding'"' those-v^two ^ 

4acn, witnes^ their encounter with isteadfinA eyes. 

^Ie^»nt divisions stood still ; and so Abb the Abbse^ dt^dticUS 
the cu-divisions. All stbtti aivay, 

with pearls and corals, 
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rel^hants, mth fine blankels,*’ >ri4fh bright and sbarj^ wei^^ 
srith yab-t^, ^piead jirith gold and Miyer^ on, the heads 
steedsj” with garlands round the fisontal globes of •leghanta 
and i^ngs >^oand their tusks, O BhSrata, the Kurn and the 
vf&n&va h<%t8 then looked like a mass of elouds at the otose of 
summiw, decked with rows of cranes and myriads of ;^eAies 
(under them) and adorned with rainboWs and flashes of llghfr 
ning. Both' our men and those of Yundhishthira,’*”** beheld 
that battle between Yuyudhana and the high-souled Dr^ong » 
the gods also, headed by Brahman and Soma, and the Siddh^t 
and the Chdranas, and the Vidyddharae, and the great Shs^M, ! 
saw it, stationed on their foremost of sky-ranging cars; A^nd 
beholding the diverse motions forward and backward, of those 
lions among men, and their acts of striking each other, the 
spectators were filled with wonder. And both endued with 
great strength, Dronaand Satyaki, displaying theur Ughtneae 
of .hand in the use of weapons, began to pierce each other with 
shMits. Then he of Da^arha’s race, with his mighty shafts, 
cut off those of the illustrious Drona in that battle, and then, 
within a moment, the latter’s bow also. Within, however, tho 
twinkling of an e^e, the son of Bharadwaja took up another 
bow and stringed it. Even that bow of his was cut off by 
Satys&i. Drona then, with great speed, waited with another 
, bo*^ |n band.**"** As often, however, as Drona. stringed bis 
bow:, Batyi^i cut.it off And this he did for full nine an4 i^yen 
alines. Beholding then that superhumnn feat of Tuyudhfina in 
piona, O monarch, thought in his mind,— This foycn , of 
WjBW]K>ns.vthnt i see m foremost one among tbs SfitwaW 
ewiats iw BSma and Dhananjaya and was seen also in EArtb|:«iry^a 
and .^Isat tiger anaong men, viz^ Bhisluna !-ri>The soAi iff; 
i^dsdtja, th^(wafoi!S, msntally applauded the prowess of Satyaki, **'^V 
- that lightness of hand.fewV Wnto that yof VSsava 

biiasclfi that fepeiupst of mgenej^ ones, that first of all per- 
sei^ i^feraanhwilb weappos, was highly gratified with,Mfi(j|ha- 
tb^^gadsialso.;.^^ • Yfisaya pt their head, were 
ffpd The gods fipd ihe Ooindharms, O monarch, 1 m4 
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moviil® ¥%u4b9;^na.^ attftf0U^4l»y and #^ 

<%3r#n^^bad[ been acquainted ^th the feats of which Dwma 
w^ ciai^ble. Then Xhrona, that foremost of persons acquainted 
with inr^smons, that grinder of Kshatriyas, taking up another 
bow, aimed some weapons. SStyafci, however, baffling thexse 
weapohs with the illusion of his own weaponi^^**^* struck him 
some i^arp shafts. All this seemed highly wofidm^l. Befacdd* 
ing that superhuman feat of his in battle, that feat of which 
nobody else was capable,*' and which displayed very great 
i^ill, those amongst thy wmriors that were judges of skill, 
applauded it; S&tyaki shot the same weapons that Drona sbot»*’ 
Beholding this, that scorcher of foes, vie., the prece{^r, fought 
with a little less boldness than usual. Then that master of 
military science, O king, filled with wrath,** invoked celestial 
weapons for the destruction of Yuyudhana. Beholding that 
terrible and foe-slaughtering Agnepa weapon, Satyaki,*' that 
mighty bowman, invoked another celestial weapon, vie., tlm 
Varuna. Seeing them both take up celestial weapon^, loud 
cries of oh and alaa arose there.** The very creatures bavmg 
the sky for their element ceased to range throng it. Then 
the Vdru>na and the Agneya weapons, which had thus been 
grafted on their siiafts," coming i^ainst each other (b»3ome 
fruitless).* Just «t that time the Sun passed down in hu» 
coUme. Then king Yudhishthira, and Bhimasena the son of 
B&adu,w a^nd Nakula, and Sahadeva, desirous of protecting 
Sahyaki, and the Matsyas, and the C&Jweya troops, speedUy 
jMriceded towards Drona Then thousands of princes placing 
Di^Ssana at thmr hesd,**^ hastily proceeded towards Druna 
(fo|r protecting him) who was surrounded by Ibes;. Then^ jO 
M^gi commenced a fiei-ce battle between them and thy boWf 
The Barth was covered with dust and with shawces 
©f|te»ews shot (by both rides); And evmytiung behig 1km 
oo|'ered^ tiothing could anylonger be discmrtmd. > ZiidHrit Virhrik’ 

I* '^>e eelesr^l^ketipona were foroee dependent on mattirm. Ordkiary 
tiiV|Hre(t’wi*li these j»asfr«a' weVe-OgaVwsferi'': Wein 

— T. 


the thmot with ^dost, Mie battle freeet^ 

ed ill: utter 4uB<egaird (of peinona and rulee)/ ’’** 
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^fibuijaya tnad,-"'^%«n the Sun iuraied in hi» >dd^ 
eotti»e t^warde the sammit of the Asta hills, when ; the well^iti 
was botwired with dust, when the heat of the solw wh abated^? 
the began to fade fost. As regards the soldietrs^ seme 
rested some fot^ht on, some returned to the encounter^ desire 
ous of victory.* And while the troops, insinred with hope of 
victory, were thus engaged, Arjuna and Vasudeva proceeded 
towSads- the place where the ruler of the Sindhus was.* The 
son of Kunti, by means of his shafts, made (through the hos^ 
tile^sOldiers) a way sufficiently wide for his car. And it was in 
thir way that Janarddana proceeded, (guiding the cm).* Thither 
where- the car of the high-souled son of Fandu proceeded, 
thithm thy troops, O monarch, broke and yielded a way.* Awd 
he of I>a 9 &rha’s race, endued with great energy, displayed his 
skill in driving cars by showing diverse kinds of circling' mo- 
tions.* And the shafts of Aijuna, engraved with his name, 
well-tempered, resembling the Ftt^a fire, tied round with cat- 
gut, of straight joints, thick, far-reaching, and made either of 
(cleft) bamboo (or their branches) or wholly of iron, taking 
the lives of diverse foes, drank in that battle, with the birds 
(of prey assembled there) the blood of living creatures.*'* 
Standing on his car as Arjuna shot bis shafts full two miles 
aheadi those shafts pierced and despatched his foes just as that 
car itself came np to the spot.** Hrishike^a jwoceeded, bmite 
by those j^ke^bmWing steeds endued with the speed C^irudw 
or the Wihdj wiA 8«ch speed that he caused the whole univetfs 
to wendet at it;** Indeed, O king, the car o(^ Smya Ki^mseijf, 
or thsit of BudrSii or that of Vamravana, nevmr goeth Isp ; 
Ifo«B|w^y ebe?8 baf had ever before moved wdft su^ ii3pb(Ei|v^ 
Jbyuim’s car moving with t^ of w 

* lu cUi«t words Arjuna’s oar shot as qoidily through tbs*mMM^^ 

s the arrows thomaielVofi sped from 


iiihed ^ jUte mijn4;^ O :k»^| of 

hOBtilo lioroos, having tidcOB the: 

iibe steed^i O Bhftrats; throagh tho ^hostilk) troojps.** * :4tHv«^ 
inidst of that throng Of cars, those excellent steOds bcHte 
Aiyano’s oar with difficulty, suffiering as thy did fironi hanger, 
ihil^, and toil,** and mangled as they had been with thsMvOap- 
ohs of many heroes delighting in battle. They frequently, how- 
Over, descnbed beautiful circles as they moved,** proceeding 
ovmr the bodies of slain steeds and men, ovmr hmken oarSi and 
the bodies of dead elephants looking like hills by thousands.** 
“‘Meanwhile, O king, the two heroic brokers of Avanti, 
(via., Yinda and Anuvinda), at the head of their forcesj behold- 
ing the steeds of Aijuna to be tired, encountered him.** Filled 
with joy, they pierced Arjuna with four and sixty shafts, and 
JanSrddana with sevently, and the four steeds (of Arjua’s car) 
with a hundred arrows.** Then Aijuna, O king, filled with 
wrath, and having a knowledge of the vital parts of the body, 
struck them both in the battle, with nine straight shafts^ eveuy 
one of which was capable of penetrating into the very vitals.'* 
Thereupon the two brothers, filled with rage, covered Yibhatsu 
and Ke^ava with showers of shafts and uttered leonine roars.*” 
Then Fartha of white steeds, with a couple of broad-headed 
shafts, quickly cut off in that battle the beautiful bows of the 
two brothers and then their two standards bright as gold.*' 
Yinda and Anuvinda then, O king, taking up two other bows and 
buouming iiffuriate with anger, began to grind the son of Fandu 
: with their arrows.** Then Dhananjaya the son of Fandu, ex- 
' qeediuF^y with a couple of shaftEt quick- 

ly cut 4 ^ those two bows abo of his foes.*® And with a few 
oibw arrows whetted on stone amd equipt with wings of gold, 
Ajjuna then slew tbek* steeds, their charioteers, the two com- 
batants that |tfotected tbeir rear, with those that followed the 
* And withauother broad-'headed aisrow shm'p as a i^ 
he cut off the head ’ of the eldest brother,: who fell dowu :«m 
■ life,, ibkeva.'-bsse';. .^oken. . by'' :’'.th|B.:„:;'^d.*' 
Tke.hughty‘|[nuvin^ then, endued with f»0 

mace.** 
Yinda, 


^^kh^ileft'hls steedles ear,.':haidhg:>1«ikiu^W'^**"^ 
H^ fo^ of csfffwandoi^ uief of 



.'fit.' 

«piiMyMW^y >4fl^^ (1u^ mace in his ann% 

pie^edet hs for avenging 1^ -^ of hiii : eliiaf; 
larotferti*' Itlfed Mth tage, Anuvinda S^ia^ ^ 

forehead with that mace. The latter^ howeVer« ^inbledl not 
but si^od still like the ^mountain HmnSka.** , Then Asjb^ 
witpiis arrowns, cut off his heok and two legs and two arms atid 
head. t?hnCj|iit off (into fragments, the limbs Of ) Anuvinda 
fell down like So many hills.** Beholding them both slain, their 
foilowars, 0 king, filled with rage, rushed (towards Arjnnah 
scattering hundreds of arrows.** Slaying them soon, O bull 
of Bharata’s race, Aguna looked resplenent like a fire con-; 
suming a forest on the expiry of winter.** Paadng Over those 
troops with some difficulty, Dhananjaya then shone brightly 
like the risen Sun transgressing the clouds under which it waff 
hid.** Beholding him the Kauravas were filled with fright. 
But recovering soon enough, they rejoiced once more and rushed 
at Mm from all sides, O bull of Bharata’s race!** Underr 
Standing that he was tired and that the ruler of the Sin^uB 
wi»yetat a distance, they surrounded him, uttering leonine 
rows.** Beholding them filled with wrath, Aijuna, that bull 
among men, smilingly addressed him of Du^arha’s race in soft 
woardsi and said,**-^ur steeds are affiicted with anrows and 
tired.' The ruler of the Sindbus is still at a distance. What 
do you think is the best that should be done now ?** Tell me 
O Krishna, truly! Thou ort always the wisest of persons! 
The P&ndavas having thee for their eyes will vanquish their 
foes in battle !** That which seems to me should be done next, 
truly shall I say unto thee ! Unyoking the steeds to .their ease, 
pluck off their arrows, O Madhava !** — Thus addressed by 
Fartha, Ky^ava replied unto him,-— I also am, O P&rtha, of the 
same opiidon which thou hast expressed !—•* 

. " ^Aijuna t^u said,--^I will hold in check the whoU^ .s^ 

Q l^ff^ava I Do ;thou properly perfiwm that which 
■^ext^/dohel**— -’..ti-v ^ 

' - ’ ^Sai^ya eonilniied,— 'Alighting ^en from thit 

his i^^^^hanfnjaya, taking up his l^w 

stood.thffSs < l^e an hifi.^* Bbhoiding Dbananjayfi 

stani^ng on ground, andregarding ii a good o^MWtuni^, 



;'y98d:' 

jiib, ife^ous wifery ftnd tttWiii&ig jl^ij J i^(^«8, 
rdihed td#iyrds 'him.^* Hfin atatniing aJoiMi ; th»y -ii^ 
a large thtrong of cara^ all s^teMtig 'lhelt' bo 
showering their shafts on him.** Filled with wrath they dia- 
plfkyad dir^se kinds of weapons and en^Iy shronded FSrtha 
with their shafts like the clouds shrouding the Sun.** And the 
great Kahatriya warriors impetuously rushed against that bull 
among Kshatriyas, that lion among men, like Infuriate ele- 
phants rushing towards a lion.** The might then that we 
beheld of Partha’s arms was exceedingly ^at, since, filkd 
with rage, alone, he succeeded in resisting those countless war- 
riors.** The puissant Partha, baffling with his own weapons 
those of foes, quickly covered all of them with countless 
shafts.** In that part of the welkin, O monarch, in conse- 
quence of the clash of those dense showers of shafts, a fire was 
generated emitting incessant sparks.** There in consequence 
of hostile heroes, countless in number, all filled with wrath, 
and all great bowmen united together for a common purpose, 
seeking victory in battle, aided by steeds covered with blood 
and breathing hard, and by infuriate and foe-grinding elephants 
uttering loud shrieks, the weather became exceedingly hot.*’"** 
That uncrossable, wide, and limitless Ocean of cars, incapable 
of being agitated, having arrows for its current, standards for 
its eddies, elephants for its crocodiles, foot-soldiers for its 
countless fishes, the blare of conchs and the beat of drums 
for its roar, oars for its surging waves, head-gears of com- 
batants for its tortoises, umbrellas and banners for its iroth, 
4nd the bodinb of slain elephants for its (submarine) ^ks, 
I'&rtba resisted with his arrows, becoming, as it were, a conti- 
^ehi*’"** Then, in course of that battle, the mighty-armed 
fan^dana, fearlessly addresfdng that detw friend of his, that 
ijr^naost of men, viz,, Arjuna, said unto him,** — There is bo 
■fbllhere in the field of battle, O Arjuna, for the steed$ to 
difink frotoi. The steeds want water ftw drink, but liot fora 
l^th 1**—^^^ addressed by Tasudeva, Aijuna cheei^Uy skid, 
4-Here bit !— And so saying, he pierced the Eartli tdth a 
|reap(ftt aM made an exeellent lake frum whmh^ t^ 
aoulddi^k.** And that lake abounded with swdra and du<^. 



BJkBBit PiUlT*.] UBOSA PAillrA. SSti 

. wide.' "Sip. 

-water, and abounded wiib full-blown loidip 
it tj^ed wilih Averse, ^nde 
depth, jif,;;|i%;:;'|^f- result of'iQS^' 
^p-.^^Se.: .^lestial Bi8h%,,'^^j^ii^,':-^^i^9: tq:./hfP7e.' : a 
iQofcft that 1^^ in a moment.** »Snd P|teti|ia, 

oapable.of achieving Wonderful works Uke ^thei celestial ajt^ 
fieor) SSishtri bims^ also constructed there an arrowy halli 
having Srrows for its beams and rafts, arrows for its pillars; and 
arrows for its roof.** Then Govinda, laughing in joy, saidj-r- 
Mgs^lent, Excellent , — upon seeing the high-sou led Fa^ha 
create that arrowy hall.’ ”‘® 

' Section C. 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘After the high-souled son of Kunti had 
created that water, after he had commenced to hold in check' 
the hostile army, and after he had built also that arrowy hall,* 
■Vaendc’^a cf great splendour, alighting from the car, unyoked 
the Steeds pierced and mangled with arrows.* Beholding that 
sight never seen before, loud uproars of applause were heard 
there, uttered by the Siddhas and the ChSranas and by all 
the wamors.* Mighty car-warriors (assembled together) were 
unable to resist the son of Kunti even when he fought ' on 
foot. All this seemed highly wonderful.* Although throngs 
upon throngs of cars, and myriads upon myriads of elephants 
and -steeds, rushed t iwards him, yet Fartha felt no fear hut 
• fought on, prevailing upon all his foes.* Alf the (hostile) kings 
shot shnnrers of shafts at the son of Fandu, That slayer of 
hostile heroes, however, viz., the son of "Vasava, of virtuous 
sonh leit W,au^^ whatever.* Indeed, the valiant Parlha 
received h^dreds of arrowy showers and maces and lan^ 
coming towards him as the Ocean receives hundreds upon 
dreds^pl rivers flowing towards it." With the mpetut^ tligW 
of .ittS own weapons and the stjUngth of his armS* PSrtp 

of on the ground and alone, he 

sucoeedidyeiin.ha^g aW thorn .ldnga.on.thek..c8rB,Jikh-^i^ 
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one fault, avarice, destroying a host of accooipUfh3m®h!l®* 
IPhe Kauravas, O king, ’applau<ied the highly wohSei^i prow- 
ess of Partha a» also of Yasudeva, Maying, '^-<-Wljet nndr»/won^ 
derful incident hath ever taken place in this worid or, will 
ever take place than this, vig., that Partha and Olovinda, in 
course, of battle, have unyoked their steeds Displaying 
fierce energy on the field of battle and the greatest assurance, ■ 
those best of men have inspired us with great fright !*“*— Then 
Hrishikeca of eyes like lotus petals, smiling with the coolest 
assurance as if, O Bharata, he were in the midst of women (and 
not armed foes), after Arjuna had created in the field of battle 
that hall made of arrows, led the steeds into it, in the very 
sight, O monarch, of all thy troops!*'"** And Krishna, who 
was well-skilled in grooming horses, then removed their fhtigue, 
pain, froth, trembling, and wounds.*** Then plucking out their 
arrows and rubbing those steeds with his own hands, and walk- 
ing them duly, he caused them to drink.** Having caused them 
to drink and having bathed them properly and made them eat 
and removed their fatigue and pain, he once more carefully 
yoked them, to that foremost of cars.** Then that foremost one 
among all wielders of weapons, viz., Caurin, of great energy, 
mounting on that car with Arjuna, proceeded with great speed.** 
Beholding the car of that foremost of cmr- warriors once more 
equipt with those steeds whose thirst had been slaked, the fore- 
most ones among the Kuru army once more became cheerless.** 
They began to sigh, O king, like snakes whose fangs had been 
pulled out. And they said, — Oh, fie, fie on us ! Both Partha 
apd Krishna have gone,*® in the very sight of all the Kshatriyas, 
r^ing on the same car, and clad in mail, and slaughtering our 
t^cps with as much ease as boys sporting with a toy <** In- 
deed, those scorchers of foes have gone away in the very sight 
of All the kings, displaying their prowess- and unimpeded by 
o|ir shouting and struggling combatants '**— Seeing them gone 
a|f.ay, other warriors said, — Ye Kauravas, speed ye for the 

'i ll. . , j ; ; ' i nM, I — I I 

reading of the first; line is vicious. The Bombay read* 
in^ ifi Vepathum^ Fdndn. The first word meaiia the froth in 

, : this , of steeds*,— T, , „ 
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slaughteif of Krislitm aaS the diadom-itobked (Arjuiia) !*• Yoki’ 
iinij^ hi^ st^dg unto Ms car in the very sight of all (our) bovri" 
men, he of Da<;arha’s race is proceecBng towards Jaj^adratha, 
slaughtering us in battle'!** — And some lords of Earth ‘there, 
O kihg,^said anlongst themselves, having seen that Mghly won- 
ful incidOno in battle never seen before,** — Alas, through Duryo- 
dhana^s fault, these warriors, king Dhritarashtra, the Kshatri- 
ya»> and the whole Earth, fallen into great distress,** are being 
distrOyed ! King Duryodhana understands it not !— Thus spoke 
many Kshatriyas. Others, O Bharata, said,** — The ruler of 
the Sindhus hath already been despatched to Yama’s abode t 
Of false sight and unacquainted with means, let Duryodhana 
now do what should be done for that king !**' — Meanwhile the 
son of Pandu, seeing the Sun coursing towards the setting hills, 
proceeded with greater speed towards the ruler of the Sindhus, 
on his steeds whose thirst had been slaked.®’ The (Kuru) war- 
riors were unable to’ resist that mighty-armed hero, that foremost 
of all wielders of weapons, as he proceeded like the Destroyer 
himself in wrath.** That scorcher of foes, viz., the son of 
Pandu, routing the warriors (before him), agitated that army 
Ske the lion agitating a herd of deer, as he prdceeded for get- 
ting at Jayadratha.®* Penetrating into the hostile army, he of 
Da9arha’s race urged the steeds with great speed, and blew his 
conch Panehajunya which was of the hue of the clouds.** Thq 
shafts shot before by the son of Kunti began to fall behind him, 
so swiftly did those steeds, endued with the speed of the wind, 
drew that car.** Then many kings, filled with rage, and many 
other Kshatriyas, surrounded Dhananjaya who was desirous of 
slaying Jayadratha.** When the (Kuru) warriors thus proceed- 
ed towards that bull among men, (viz., Arjuna) who had stopi 
ped for a moment, Duryodhana, proceeding quickly, follow^ 
PSrtbA in that great battle.** Many wairiors, beholding the ear 
wKese riittle resembled the roar of the clouds and which Was 
eqiupt, with that terrible standard bearing the ape and whiwe 
banner floated upon thSf wind, became exceedingly cheerl^sS.^ 

** I. e., his funeral obsequies. The vcrnaoaiar translators do not.; see 
the intended joke.— T. 
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3!^en wbon the Sun waa almost eonapletely sbrOtide4^ ^ 
dust (raised by the combatants), the (Ktiru) waniors, ftfflieted 
with shafts, became incapable of even gazing, in that battle, 
at ihe two Krishnas.’ ”” 

Section CI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘O ‘monarch, beholding Vasinievaand Dha- 
nanjaya penetrate into their host having already pierced through 
many divisions, the kings ®f thy army, fled away in fear,* A 
little while after, however, those high-souled ones, filled with 
rage and shame, and urged on by their might, became cool 
and collected, and proceeded towards Dhananjaya* But they, 

0 king, who, filled with rage and vindictiveness, proceeded 
against the son of Panda in battle, returned not, like rivers 
never returning from the Ocean.® Seeing this, many ignoble 
Kshatriyas incurrred sin and hell by flying away from battle, 
like atheists turning away from the Vedas.** Transgressing 
that throng of cars, those two bulls among men at last issued 
out of it and looked like the Sun and the Moon freed from the 
jaws of Baku.* Indeed, the two Krishnas, their fatigue dis- 
pelled, having pierced through that vast host, looked like, two 
fishes that had passed through a strong net.* Having forded 
through that impenetrable division of Drona, the way through 
■which was okstructed by dense showers of weapons, those two 
^igh-souled heroes looked like Fw^fu-Suns risen (on the wcl- 
]|iny Piercing through and through those dense showers of 
Weapons and frood from that imminent danger, those high-souled 
ieroes, themselves obstructing the welkin with thick clouds of 
■|■eap^ns, seemed like persons escaped from a raging conflagration 

like two fishes from the jaws of a rmkara. And they agitated 
■Ibe (Kuru) host like a couple of makaraa agitating the oceam*"* 
Thy warrio^ and thy sons, while Partha and Krista were yet 
ii the mll^l hll^rona^^ division, had thought that the twp urould 
le^t bo able • fo issue out, of it." BehoHing, those 

1 if U i iilli I 'l l I I i w I " 

P jieiise of tliia TjBrae, witboui; giving a closely literal 
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two fa^roiBs of ^reiit issue 'dtft of diVision,, 

they no longef, 0 monarch, hoped for Jayadratha's life F 
Hitherto they had etrong hopes of Jay^ratha’s^l^^^ for thOy 
had thought, O kiugj that tho two Krishnas would never be*aH^ 
to escape from Drona and Hridik&'s son/* Frustrating that 
hope those two scorchers of foes had, O monarch, crossed the 
division of Drona as also the almost uncrossable division of the 
Bhojas/* Beholding them, therefore, ford through those divisions 
arid look like two blazing fires, thy men b ecame possessed with 
despair and no longer hoped for Jayadratha's life Then 
those two fearless hereos, viz., Krishna and Dhananjaya, those 
enhancers of the fears of foes, began to converse between them- 
selves about the slaughter of Jayadratha/* And Arjuna said,~ 
This Jayadratha hath been placed in their midst by six of the 
foremost car-warriors among the Dhartarashtras. The ruler of 
the Sindhus, however, shall not escape me if once he is seen by 
nie 1** If Oakra himself with all the celestials become his pro- 
tector in battle, yet shall we slay him ! — Thus did the two Krish- 
nas talk/’ Even so, O mighty-armed one, did they converse 
ambngst themselves while looking after the ruler of the Sin- 
dhus. (Having heard what they said), thy sons set up a loud 
wail.^* Those two chastisers of foes then looked like a couple 
of thirsty elephants of great quickness of motion refreshed with 
drinking water after having passed through a desert/® Beyond 
death and above decrepitude, they then loolked like two mer- 
chants that have passed over a mountainous country abounding 
with tigers and lions and elephants/® Indeed, beholding them 
freed (from Drona and Krivarman), thy warriors regarded the 
color of PSrtha's and Krishna’s face to be such. And thy m&n 
then, frorh afl set up a loud wail/^ Freed froin DrOua 
who resembled a snake of virulent poison or a blazing as 
alao th^^ lords of Earth, Partha and Kru^hna lool^ed 
like iwb blazing Suns.** Indeed, those two chastisOrB of Ibeit, 
frebii feom D^Ona’s division which resembled the very Ocean« 
feearfiod to be filled with joy like persons that have safely; crossi^ 
the vasty deep.** Freed from those dense showers of weapons, 
from those divisions protected by Dro^a apd Hridika’s son, 
Ko^ava and Arjuna looked like Indira an|i Agni of blazing effub 



gence.** The Krishhaa, pielrced with the atthlfe I6f 

BhskradwSja's son and with bodies dripping With blrtsd, li^^GHsd 
resplendent like two tnountaina decked with flowering JTarrti- 
kSirda.*^ Having foMed that wide lake, of which i)rona cottti- 
tuted the alligator, darts formed the fierce snakes, shafts tISo 
Makaraa, and Kshatriyas the deep waters,®* having’issned out 
of that cloud constituted by Drona’s weapons, whose thiinders 
were the twang of bows and the sound of palms, and whose 
lightning flashes were constituted by maces and swords, PSr- 
tha and Krishna looked like the Sun and the Moon freed from 
darkness.** Having crossed the region obstructed by the weap- 
ons of Drona, all creatures regarded those mighty and famous 
bowmen, viz., the two Kirishnas, as persons who had forded, 
with the aid of their arms, the five rivers, {viz., the Catadru, 
the Vipa 5 a, the Ravati, the Chandrabhaga, and the Vitasta) 
having the Ocean for their sixth when .full of water during 
the season of rains and abounding with large alligators.**"^* 
Casting their eyes, from desire of slaughter, on Jayadratha who 
was not far off from them, the two heroes looked like two tigers 
waiting from desire of falling upon a Ruru deer.** Such was 
then the color of their faces that thy warriors, O monarch, re- 
garded Jayadratha as one already slain.®* Possessed of red eyesi 
O mighty-armed one, and staying together, Krishna and the 
son of Pandu, at sight of Jayadi-atha, were filled with joy 
and roared repeatedly.®* Indeed, O monarch, the splendour 
then of Caurin standing with reins in hand and of Paftha 
armed with bow, was like that of the Sun or the fire.** Freed 
froin the division of Drona, their joy, at sight of the ruler 
of ihe Sindhus, was like that of a couple of hawks at sight of 
a piece of flesh.** Beholding the ruler of the Sindhus not far 
off, I tl»y rushed in wrath towards him like a couple of hawks 
aW<pping down towards a piece of meat.** Seeing Hrijjjke^a 
hnd Dhananjaya transgress (the divisions of Drona), thy valiant 
,i^|4 king Dttryodhana, whose armour had been bound on 
hhip>er^n by Drona, and who was well Vfersed in Rooming 
and Riding hearses,- rushed, on a single car/O ’^d, for the 
pw|teOtipn ^ the ^indhus.®*"** Leaving those mighty bowmen, 
l^ishaa and P5rtha, behind, thy son, O Mng, turned back. 
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^ totua-l%e eyeA*’ thy son thus oti"t|^ i 

ijiliteiimjftya^^^ inu^al. instramehtB were joyfnUy; 

and.fceat among aU;*by; trpop^^ And 'la^ also were 

Vtteredi mingled with the blare of conchs, beholding Dnryo-v 
dh^a ftaying in the fhce of the two Krishnas/® They also, 
O king, resembling blazing ^res, that stood as the protesstoira of 
dayadratha, were filled with joy upon beholding thy son in 
bj^itle,** , ^3eeiag Duryodhana transgress them with his followers, 
Krishna, O menarch, said unto Arjuna these words suited to 
the occasion,’”** 


Section CII. 

“ ‘Vasudeva said, — Behold, O Dhananjaya, "this Suyodhana 
who hath transgressed us ! I regard this as highly wonderful ! 
There is no car- warrior equal to him His arrows are far-reach- 
ing, He is a great bowman. Accomplished in weapons, he is 
exceedingly difficult to vanquish in battle. The mighty son of 
Dhritarashtra strikes hard, and is conversant with all modes of 
warfare.* . Brought up in great luxury, he is much regarded by 
even the foremost of car-warriors. He is well accomplished, 
and, O Partha, he always hates the Pandavas !• For these 
reasons, O sinless one, 1 think, thou shouldst now fight with 
him. Upon him resteth, as upon a stake at dice, victory or the 
reverse !* Upon him, O Partha, vomit that poison of thy wrath 
which thou hast cherished so long ? This mighty car-warrior is 
the root of all the wrongs of the Pandavas !* He is now with- 
in reach of thy shafts. Look after thy success ! Why hath 
king Bury odhana, desirous as he is of kingdom, come to battle 
with thee By good luck it is that he is now arrived within 
reach of thy arrows 1 Do that, O Dhananjaya, by which he 
may be deprived of very life !* Reft of his senses through priid^ 
of affiuence, he hath never felt any distress ! O bullkmo^ 
men, he doth not know also thy prowess in battle !• 
thft tl^e worlds with the celestial^, the A sums, and human 
beings,, cannot venture to vanquish, thee in battel 
need be said, therefore, of the single Duryodhana ?* ,B^ g<H^ 
luck it is, O. Partha, that he hath i^preafshed the vicinity, cff 



t^jrcarl O mighty-armed otie, siay him as Fivliiid^ sleur 
Yntra !’** O sinless one, this Duiyodhana hath endeavowfid to 
brfn^ ^fil By deceit he cheated king Yudhi^thisa. at 

^ mnlesB though you all ate, tfais prieoe 

o£ sinful soul has alvays'done Various cruel acts towards you 
NpWy fesolved upon battte O Partha slay idthout iMsy S(XU|i|e 
this wicked wight, who is ever wrathful and ever (^si, ai^ Wh6 
is the very embodiment of avarice !** Bemembm-ihg the de- 
privation of your kingdom by deceit, your exile into the woods, 
and the wrongs of Krishna, put forth thy prowess, O son . of 
F&ndu By good luck it is that he stayetb within the rahge 
of thy shafta By good luck it is that staying be^e thee he 
endeavours to resist thy purpose !** By good luck it is he 
knows today that he will have to fight with thee in battle ! By 
good luck it is that all your purposes, even those that are npt 
presently entertained by you, will be crowned with fruition P* 
Therefore, O Partha, slay this wretch of his race, vie,, the son 
of Bhritarashtra, in battle, as Indra had, in days of yore, slain 
the Amra Jambha in the battle between the celestials and the 
Aeitraai” If he is slain by thee, thou oanst then pierce through 
this masterless host! Cut the very root of these wicked-aoulcd 
wretches 1 Let the avabhrUha of this hostility be now accom- 
plished 1*“—’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus addressed, Partha replied unto 
Ee 9 ava, saying, — So be it. Even this should be donP by me I 
Biaregarding everything else, proceed ^thither where Duryo- 
dlwina is !** Putting forth my prowess in battle, I will cut off 
i3ia; hoid of that wretch who hath for such a long psriod 
enjjbyed our kingdom without a thorn in his side I*® Shalt I not 
0 Ke 9 ava, in avenging the insult, in the shape of 
her by the hair, offered unto Draupadi undesemng as 
ajbi| was of that wrong ?•* — ^Thus convermng with eacK either, 

: two Krishnas, filled with joy, urged those exeelleht white 

■ ' u- • ■ ■ ■ 

P completion of a aacri- 

fiea by the p^jS^^erforming the sacrifice. The slaughter Of Duryo- 
4h|na w^ld, 3^Kding to Krishna, be the wabkrithet q)t the sacrifice of 
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steeit ^ #i>elrs, d^^us ctf getting it king DurybdJmna,*^ ' 
regaiis'iis thy son, O bull of Bhmta's ra<J0r l^iving apjwoaohecl ibe 
|)teS6TtC6 of Pai^ha and Ki^ishna, he entertained ho fear, althought 
0 site, ©very circumstance Was calculated to inspire fear;** And 
the Kshatriyas there, on jbhy side, highly applauded him then^ 
for he proceeded to face Arjuna and Hrishikeija for resisting 
them.*^ ^ Indeed, beholding the king in battle, a loud shout was 
heard tb^re, © monarch, uttered by the entire Kuru army.** 
When that terrible and awful shout arose there, thy son, press- 
ing his foe hard, opposed his progress,*® Held in check by thy 
aon armed with bow, the son of Kunti became filled with rage, 
and that chastiser of foes, viz., Duryodhana, also became highly 
enraged with Partha,**' Beholding both Duryodhana and 
Dhananjaya enraged with each other, all the Kshatriyas, of 
fierce forms, began to look at them from all sides.** Seeing 
Partha and Vasudeva both filled with rage, thy son, O sire, 
desirous of battle, smilingly challenged them,** Then he of 
Dagarha’s race became filled with joy, and Dhananjaya also, 
the son of Panda, became cheerful. Uttering loud roars, they 
both blew their foremost of oonchs.*® Seeing them thus cheerful, 
all the Kauravas became hopeless of thy son’s Indeed, 

all the Kuravas, and many even amongst the enemy, became 
possessed with grief, and regarded thy son as a libation already 
poured into the mouth of the (sacred) fire.®* Thy warriors, see- 
ing Krishna and the Panda va so cheerful, loudly exclaimed, 
afflicted with fear , — The king is slain ! — The king u slain 
Hearing that loud uproar of the warriors, Duryodhana said, — 
Let your fears be dispelled ! I will despatch' the two Kjishnas 
unto the regions of Death 1®* — Having told all his warriors these 
words, king Duryodhana then, expectant of success, addressed 
Partha angrily and said these words :** — If, O Partha, thou 
begotten by Pandu, exhibit upon me, without loss of time, all 
the weapons, celestial and earthly, that thou hast learnt !** Put 
forth quickly all thy might andprowess, and all that K^^avaaleb 
hath of either, upon me I I wish to see thy manlin^s 1^^ They 
speak of many feats achieved by thee out of our yim, &kow mf 
those feats that have won the applause of many as enduM #i^^ 
great heroism !— ’ ”®® 
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Section Clil. 

I^Salijaya said, — ‘Saying these words, king Iluryodhana pierc- 
ed Arjnna with three shafts of great iropetuoMty aod capable 
of penetrating into the very vitals. And with four others he 
pierced the four steeds of his foe.* And he pierced Vasudeva 
an the centre of the ch^t with ten shafts, and cutting off, with 
a broad-headed arrow, the whip in the latter’s hands, he felted 
it on the ground.* Then Fartha, coolly and without losing a 
moment, shot at him four and ten shafts whetted on stone and 
equipt with beautiful feathers. All those shafts, however, were 
repelled by Duryodhana’s armour.* Beholding their ftuitless- 
ness, Fartha once more sped at him nine and five arrows of 
keen paints. But these too were repelled by Duryodhana's ar- 
mour.* Seeing eight and twenty arrows of his become abortive, 
that slayer of hostile heroes, viz^ Krishna, sadd Unto Arjuna, 
these words :* — I see a sight never before witnessed by me, like 
the walking of hills ! Shafts sped by thee, O Fartha, are be- 
coming abortive O bull of Bharata’s race,, bath thy Oandiva 
decayed in pawer? Have the might of thy grasp and the 
power of thy arms become less than what they were !’ Is not 
this to be thy last meeting with Duryodhana ? Tell me, O 
Fartha, for I ask thee!' Great hath been my amazement, 
OParth^ upon seeing all these shafts of thine fall towards 
Duryodhana’s car without producing the slightest effect !* Alas, 
w}|Ut misfortune is this that these terrible shafts of thine that 
ar^ endued with the might of the thunder and that always 
pii^rce the bo^es of foes, fail of effect !'* — 

I “ 'Aijuna said,— I think, O Krishna, that this armour hath 
b^n put on Duryodhana’s body by Drona I This armour, tied 
i^it hath been, is impenetrable to my weapons !'* In this ar- 
mltir, O Krishna, inhereth the might of the three worlds. Only 
jp|ona kftowe^it, aud from that best of men I also haw learnt 
is not capable of being paWfced by my weap- 
'oiii I himself, O Gi^vin^^ cannot pierce it with bis 

ISlBind^ Pf’ ; it all, O -Erishna^ why seefeest thou to 
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which, O Kc^va, exists now,** and thM brlich is in the wCfish of 
futurity, are all known to theel Indeod*;^ slayer ^ Madhu, ho. 
one also knowetk this better than thou dost I‘* This Dnryo- 
dhana, O Erishna, cased by Drona in this armour, is ^ta^ing; 
fearlessly ^n battle, wearing this coat of mail.** That, however, 
which wearing such armour should do, is not known to hnn, 
O hf&dbavk ! He weareth it only like a woman.** Behold now, 
O Janarddana, the might of my arms and that of my bow too 1 
Though protected by such a coat of mail, I will still vanquish 
the Kuru prince !** The chief of the celestials gave this effulgent 
armour to Angiras. From the latter it was obtained by Vrihas- 
pati. And from Vrihaspati it was got by Purandra.*’ The lord 
of the celestials once more gave it to me with the mantraa to 
be uttered in wearing it. Even if this armour were divine, if it 
were created by Brahman himself, still the wretch Duryodhana, 
struck with my arrows, shall not be protected by it 1 — 

‘•Sanjaya continued, — ^“Having said these words, Arjuna in- 
spired some arrows with mantras, and began to draw them on 
the bowstring. And while he was thus drawing them on the 
bowstring,** the son of Drona cut them off with a weapion that 
was capable of baffling every weapon. Beholding those shafts 
of his thus frustrated from a distance by that utterer of Brahma 
{viz,, Aqwatthaman),** Arjuna, owning white steeds, filled with 
amaze, represented unto Keqava, Saying, — I cannot, O Janard- 
dana, twice use this weapon,** for if I do so, it will slay my own 
self and my own troops ! — Meanwhile Duryodhana, O king, pierc- 
ed each of the Krishnas in that battle with nine shafts resembl- 
ing snakes of virulent poison. And once more the Kuru king 
showered his shafts on Klrishna and the son of Pandu.**^* 
holding these dense showens of arrows (shot by their king), thy 
warriors wore filled with joy. They beat their musical in»*J?U“ 
ments and uttered leonine roars.**, Then Partha, excibd with 
rage in that battle, licked the corners cf his mnuth. 

©yes on his ©neiu j’s hpdy he saw not npy part that f a|i n|»k ^ 
covered with that impenetrable armaur.** l^ith somf^ 
pointed shafts then, well shot from his how and each of whiph 
X esemblod Heath himself, Arjuna . antagonist’s 
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oM th^ his two J^<lrfifewi ciharioteersv^* Aaa4 ^006 
valiant P^tha cut off Duryodhana^ how and the Icat^eirn fence 
casing his fingeis. Then ^vyasachin eominenced to chi off his 
enemy’s car into fragments.** And with a couple of keen arrows 
he spiade Duryodhana earless. And then Aijuna pierced both 
the palms of the Kuru king.** Beholding that greah bowman 
s^icted with the shafts of Dhananjaya and fallen into great dis- 
tress, many warriors rushed to the spot, desirous of rescuing 
him.*’ These, with many thousands of oars, well-equipt ele- 
phants and horse, as also with large bodies of foot-soldiers 
excited with wrath, encompassed Dhananjaya.** Covered with 
dense showers of weapons and encompassed by large bodies of 
men, neither that car of theirs nor Arjuna and Govinda could 
any longer be seen.** Then Arjuna, by the might of his weap- 
ons, began to slaughter that host. And car- warriors and ele- 
phants, by hundreds, deprived of limbs, fell fast on' the field.** 
Slain or in the act of being slain, these failed to reach the 
excellent car. Indeed, the car on which Arjuna rode stood motion- 
less full two miles from the besieging force on every side.*' Then 
the Vrishni hero (Krishna), without taking any time, said unto 
Arjuna these words : — ^Draw thy bow quickly and with great 
force, for I will blow my conch.*' — Thus addressed, Arjuna draw- 
ing his bow Gdndiva with great force, began to slaughter the 
foe, shooting dense showers of shafts and making a loud noise by 
sketching the bowstring with his fingers." Ke9ava meanwhile 
foreibly and very loudly blew his conch Pd,nchajanya, his face 
covered with sweat and his eyelashes covered with dust.*’ In 
eoaseqiience of the blare of that conch and of the twang of Gdtv- 
dipa, the Kuru warriors, strong or weak, all fell down on the 
ground.** The car of Arjuna then, freed from that press, looked 
reiplendent like a cloud driven by the wind. (Beholding Arjuna), 
protectcars of Jayadratha, with their followers, became filled 
irpb jfage.** Indeed, those mighty bowmen, the protectors of 
thptoler ^ the Sindhus, suddenly beholding Fartha,' uttered 
shouts, jg|^g ^ Earth_^ with that nqise.t* The whis of 
tlpir arrows iminglcd with other fierce noiseii (Uad the loud blare 
(4 their conchs. Those h^hrsouled we^iers utte;^d leonine 
scouts.** Heeriug thal; awfpre^Sr raised by ihy^^ops, Vasu- 



de5f9 ^anaTg^a Wfw their conohsi^^v 
(of their <^nche)t the 'nhiole Earth, niouateine iihd 

seaa and islan^ aod the nether ragiona, Q;; seeing te 

he fiHeA** Indeed, that blare, O best of the Bharatas, filled 
all the points of the compass, and was eohoed back by bath ^he 
armies.** Then thy car- warriors, beholding Krishna and Bhan’- 
anjaya, became very much frightened. Soon, however, they 
recovered and put forth their activity.** Indeed, the great car- 
warriors of thy host, beholding the two Krishnas, those highly 
blessed persons, -cased in mail, rushed towards them in wrath. 
The sight thus presented became a wonderful one.’ ”*'' 


Section CIV. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Thy warriors, as soon as they beheld those 
foremost of persons of the Vrishni-Andhaka and the Kuru races, 
lost no time, each striving to be first, in proceeding against them 
from desire of slaughtering them. And so Vyaya also rushed 
against those foes of his.^ On their great cars decked with gold, 
cased in tiger-skins, producing deep rattle, and resembling blaz- 
ing fires, they rushed, illumining the ten points of the compass,* 
armed, O king, with bows the backs of whose staves were 
docked with gold, and which, in consequence of thei^ splmidour, 
were incapable of being looked at, and uttering . loud cries, and 
drawn by angry steeds.* Bhuri^ravas, and Cala, and Karna 
and Vrishasena, and Jayadratha, and Kripa, and the ruler of 
the Madras, and that foremost of car- warriors, viz,, the son 
of Drona,* these eight groat car- warriws, as if devouring the 
skies (as they proceeded) illumined the ten points of the 
compass wi^ their splendid cars cased in tiger-skins and deck* 
ed with golden ihoons.* Clad in mail and filled with 'W?&th, 
and mounted upon their cars the rattle of whose whe^i rt^ 
sembled the roar of masses of clouds, they covered Af|uita ph 
every ■ side with; ;shower8 of sharp ehafts.* Beautiful 
of the best breed, endued with great speed beadiig tl^se ig^ 
car-warriorSi looked resplendent as they illumined the temv^ 
of the coHipaes.* Their cars dragged by forem(wt ste^ of 
great fleetness bbro in diverse couidfries of diverse 'speeurt, 



some brad in tao^fcunoQs regioiw, some in rivers, amd some in 
tbe coantry the Sindhiis/ msnj foremost of cer-SFamnors 
among, the Kurus, desirous, Q tang, rescuing thy soui quick- 
ly rushed towards Dhananjaya’s car from every side;' Those 
forqmost of men, taking up their great conchs, blew them, fillr- 
ing, O king, the welkin and the Earth with her seas (with that 
blare).** Then those foremost ones among the jrods, via., Vasu- 
deva and Dhananjaya, also blew their foremost of conchs on 
Earth.** The son of Kunti blew Devadatta, and Ke^ava blew 
Pdnchajani/a. The loud blast of Devadatta, sent forth by 
Dhananjaya,*' filled the Earth, the welkin, and the ten points of 
the compass. And so Pdnchajanya also, blown by Vasudeva,*' 
snrpatssing all sounds, filled the sky and the Earth. And while 
that awful and fierce noise continued,** a noise that inspired 
the timid with fear and the brave with joy, and while drums 
and Jharjharaa and cymbals ** and Mridangaa, O great king, 
were beat by thousands, great car-warriors invited to the Kuru 
side and solicitous of Duryodhana’s welfare,** those great bow- 
men, filled with rage and unable to bear the loud blasts of 
Arjuna’s and Krishna’s conchs, those kings from diverse realms 
supported by their respective troops,*' in rage blew their great 
conchs, desiring to answer with their own blasts the blasts 
of Kegava and Arjuna." The Kuru army then, urged forward by 
that blare of .conchs, had its car-warriors, elephants, and steeds 
filled with anxiety and fear. Indeed, O lord, that host looked 
as if they that comprised it were all ill.*’ The agitated Kuru 
host, echoing with that blare of conchs blown by brave warriors, 
seSmed to be like the welkin resounding with the noise of thun- 
defr and fallen down (through some convulsion of nature).*’® 
T|at loud uproar, O monarch, resounded through the ten points 
at^ frightened that host like the developed incidents at the end 

the. Tupa frightening all living creatures.** Then Duryo- 
d^na and those eight great car-warriors appointed &r the pro- 
^tion of Jayadratha all surrounded the son bf the PSndu.** 
struck Vasudeva vrith throe and* seventy 

• means fallen down or looseited .from Us usual place. 

T]|Ha)^hikaathav--X. 
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sbaltQ, Aguna himself with three hai^eaii'^iiie^ed shafted to 
standard and (four) steeds wth five olditolk** Beholding JanfilfdN 
dana pieroed, ijtjuna, filled with rage, stiruck A^watth&man 


with six hontoed shafts.'* Then pietong Kama with ten 
mrows and Yrishasena with three, the valiant Bhanai^ga ^pnt 
off Cialya’s bow with arrow fixed on the string, at the handle.*^ 
Calya tls^n, taking up another bow, pierced the son of I^ndu. 
And Bhuri9raYas pierced him with three arrows whetted on 
stone and equipt with golden wings." Ahd Kama pierced him 
with two and thirty arrows, and Vrishasena with seven. And 
Jayadratha pierced Arjuna with three and seventy shafts, and 
Kripa pierced him with ten.*^ And the ruler of the Madras 
also pierced Phalguna in that battle with ten torows. And 
the" son of Drona pierced him with sixty arrows." And he once 
more pierced FSrtha with five arrows, and Vasudeva with 
twenty. Then that tiger among men, viz., Arjuna owning 
white steeds and having Krishna for his driver," pierced each 
of those warriors in return, displaying the lightness of his hand. 
Piercing Kama with a dozen shafts and Vrishasena with three," 
Ptotha cut off Calya’s bow at the handle. And piercing the 
son of Somadatta with three arrows, and Calya with ten,** be 
pierced Kripa with five and twenty arrows, and the ruler of the 
Sindhus with a hundred," Partha stmck Drona’s son with 
seventy arrows. Then Bhuri5ravas, filled with rage, cut off 
the goad in Krishna’s hand," and struck Arjuna with three andi 
twenty shafts. Then Dhananjaya, of white steeds, filled with 
rage, mangled those enemies of his with hundreds upon hundreds 
of arrows, like a mighty tempest tearing masses of clouds.’”" 


Sectiok CV. 

"Dritarashtra said, — ^'Describe to me, O Sanjaya, the Averse 
kinds of standwfds resplendent with great beauty, of hath the 
PSrthas and our warriors (in that battle).’* 

"Sanjaya said, — O king, of the divmee kinds of etaa-« 
dards of those high'SouledTwarriors. Listen to me as t describe 
their forms and names f Indeed, O king, upon the ^ 
foremost of car-wamors were seen diverse kinds of Mto 
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that ahone like blazing fires I* Made of gold, or decked with 
gold, or adorned with garlands of gold, and each looking like the 
golden mountain (Mem),' diverse kinds of standards were there 
that were highly beautiful. And those standards of the warriors 
had attached all around them excellent banners.^ Indeed, hav- 
ing banners of diverse hues attached to them all around, those 
standards looked exceedingly beautiful. Those banners, a?ain, 
moved by the wind,* looked like fair ladies dancing in the midst 
of the sporting arena. ‘ Endued with the splendours of the rain- 
bow, those banners, 0 bull of Bharata’s race,* of those car-war- 
riors, floating in the breeze, highly adorned their cars. The 
standard, bearing the sign of the ape of fierce face and tail like 
that of the lion,* belonging to Deananjaya, seemed to inspire fear 
in that battle. That standard, O king, of the wielder of Qavr 
diva, bearing that foremost of apes, and adorned with many ban- 
ners, frightened the Kuru host. Similarly, the lion-tailed stan- 
dard-top of Drona’s son, 0 Bharata, we saw, was endued with the 
effulgence of the rising Sun. Decked with gold, floating in the 
breeze, possessed of the splendours of the rmnbow,**'* the stan- 
dard-mark of Drona’s son appeared on high, inspiring the foremost 
of Kuru warriors with joy. The standard of Adhiratha’s son bore 
the mark of an elephant-rope made of gold.** It seemed, O king, 
in battle to fill the whole welkin. The banner, adorned with 
gold and floral garlands, attached to the standard of Karna in 
battle,** moved by the wind, seemed to dance upon his car. 
The preceptor of the Pandavas, that Brabmana given to asoet- 
tic penances, viz., Kripa the son of Gotama, had for his mark 
an excellent bovine bull. That high-souled one, O king, with 
thkt bovine bull, looked as resplendent,**"** as the Destroyer of 
thjt three cities looks resplendent with his bull.* Vrishasena 
h£^ a peacock made of gold and adorned with jewells and gems.'** 
Aftd it stood on his standard as if in the act of crowing, and 

al|rays adorned the van of the army. 'With that peacock, the 

I ' 

Ttip^ m^ans tiie, tliree cities, eoastructed by the A$wa artificer 
however, who owned those cities, is also called 
It was Mahadeva who destroyed the three cities with all their 
pofol^^bh. Fids the close of the iShwawfo.— T. 
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car 6t the high-soule3 yriahaseua shonei** UKe the car, O king* 
of Skainda (the oele^ial generalissimo) s£iiiit)g with his peacock. 
Calya the ruler of the Madras, we saw^ had on his standard* 
top, an unrivalled and beautiful ploughshare made of gol<| and 
looking like a dame of+dre. That ploughshare, O si^ look^i 
resplende^ on his car,*»-“ like the presiding goddess of ijeim:: 
herseSf. epdiied^’With beauty and producing every seed. ^d't'er- 
boar adorned the standard-top of the ruler of the Sindhiwv 
I^eoked with golden garlands, it was of the splendour of a whithA 
crystal,* With that silvern mark on his banner, the rul^]. 
of the Sindhus looked as resplendent, *•"** as Surya in days of 
yore in the battle between the celestials and the .dsuros. The 
standard of Somadatta’s son devoted to sacrifices, bore the 
sign of the sacrificial stake. It was seen to shine like the Sufi 
or the Moon. That sacrificial stake, made of gold, O king, of 
Sornedatta’s son, looked resplendent**"** like the tall stake erect- 
ed in that foremost of sacrifices called the Rajaeuya. The 
standard of Calya, O monarch, bearing a huge silvern elephant! 
was adorned on all sides with peacocks made of gold. That 
standard, O bull of Bharata’s race, adorned thy troops**"** like 
the huge white elepihant adorning the host of the celestial king. 
On the standard decked with gold, of king Duryodhana, was ^ 
an elephant adorned with gems.** Tinkling with the sound of 
a hundred bells, O king, that standard stood upon the excellent 
car of that hero. And, O king, thy son, that bull aniong the 
Kurus, looked resplendent, O monarch, with that tall standard 
in battle. These nine excellent standards stood erect among 
thy divisions. The tenth standard seen there was of Arjune^ 
docked with ttot huge ape.*'"®* And with ’that standard, Arjufie 
looked highly ^^rasplendent like Himavat with a blazing fire: _(o9.^ 
its top). Thefi many mighty car-waririors, all chastises of 
foes, (juickly took up their beautiful, 'bright, and large boys, 
the sake of (resisting) Arjuna. Similarly Partha also, that 
achiever of celestial feats, took up his foodestroying bow 

* The tfiia reading is alohita ind net lohiiit. Atlut here Is orysl^ and 
not the Sun. It was a silvern boar, which could not, evidently, be- li^f ■ 
the Sun.— T. 
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diva, m conaequenc^, O king* tby 0 vii ’ policy; Mmy royal 
O king, were then slain in tijiat battle 
thy mlers of men come from difforent^^r^^^ 


vite<| (by thy sons). , And with them perished many steeds and 
toany elephants. Then those mighty car- warriors headed by 
Duryodhana (on one side) and that bull amongst the Fandavas 
on the other, uttered loud roars and began the encounter* 
And the feat that Kunti's son having Krishna for his charioteer 
achieved there was highly wonderful, inasmuch as, alone, he 
encountered fearlessly all those warriors united together. And 
•that mighty-armed hero looked resplendent as he stretched his 
bow Gdndiva,^^^^^ desirous of vanquishing all those tigers 
among men and of slaying the ruler of the Sindbus. With his 
shafts shot in thousands, that tiger among men, viz„, Arjuna,®^ 
that scorcher of foes, made all those warriors invisible (by 
means of his arrowy showers). On their side, those tigers 
among men, those mighty car- warriors, also made Partha invisi- 
ble by peans of their clouds of shafts shot from all sides* Be- 
holding Arjuna, that bull of Kuru’s race, covered by those 
lions among men with their shafts, loud was the uproar made 
by thy troops !' 


Section CVI. 

*'Dhritarashtra said, — After Arjuna had got the ruler of the 
Bindhus within sight, what, O Sanjaya, did the Panchalas, 
Attacked by Bharadwaja’s son, do, encountering the Kurus 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘On the afternoon of that day, O monarch, 
:4n the battle that took place between the Panchalas and the 
i Kurus, Drona became, as it were, the stake (for which each 
|fought on to win or lose).* The Panchalas, O sire, desirous of 
Islaiying Drona, cheerfully uttered loud roars and shot dense 
f showers of arrows,* Indeed, that encounter between the Pan- 
Ichalas and the Kurus, fierce, awful, and highly wp^derfUl as it 

{ was, resembled that in days of yore between the god^ and the 
indeed, all the PanChSlaa with thA PSpdavas, ob- 
car weapons, 

desijroue of pipreing through his arri^,* Car-warriors stationed 
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on their ^rs, causing the Earth to shake under theni^ and 
Bhovrering their arironiry dbwnpours, rashedvtowMds Drona’s eaif, 
withcut niuoh speed.* Then that mighty owf^TFarrior among 
Kaikayas, oi«., Vrihatkshatra, incessantly scattering keen shafts 
that resembled the thunder in force, proceeded tonrards Drona.* 
Then Eshemadhurti of great fame quickly rushed against V^ri- 
hatkshatra, shooting keen arrows by thousands.' Beholding thiSi 
that'bull among the Chedis, viz., Dhrishtaketu> endued with great 
might, quickly proceeded against Kshemadhurti like Mahendra 
proceeding against the Amra Camvara.* Seeing him rush with 
great impetuosity like the Destroyer himself with wide open 
mouth, that mighty bowman, vie., Viradhanwan, proceeded 
against him with great speed.*® King Yudhishthira staying 
there at the head of his division from . desire of victory, was 
resisted by the valiant Drona himself.** Thy son Vikarna, O 
lord, endued with great prowess, proceeded against the rushing 
Nakula of groat prowess, that waikior accomplished in battle.** • 
That scorcher of foes, vis., Darmukha, covered the advancing 
Sahadeva with many thousands of swiftly-coursing shafts.** 
The heroic Vyaghradatta resisted that tiger among men, vie., 
SEtyaki, making him repeatedly tremble by means of his sharp 
and keen-pointed shafts.** The son of Somadatta resisted the 
(five) sons of Draupadi, those tigers among men, those great 
car- warriors, wrafchfully shooting mighty shafts." That mighty 
car-warrior, vis., Rishyacringa’s fierce son ( the JtdkshcLsa 
Alamvusha), of awful mien, resisted the advancing Bhimasena 
filled with wrath.** The encounter that then took place be- 
tween that ni3«u and Rdkshasa resembled, O king, the battle 
in days of yore between Rama and Ravana.*^ Then, O Bharata, 
Yudhishthira,; that chief of the Bharat'as, struck Drona with 
ninety straight shafts in all his vital partsk** Enraged by the 
famous son of Kunti, Drona struck him in return, O chief nf 
the Bharatas, in the centre of the chest, with five and twenty 
shafts;*' And once more, in the very sight of all the bbw*' 
men, Drona struck him, with his steeds, charioteer, and .s^neb: 
drd, twenty shafts.*® Pandu’s son, of virtuous soul, disr ; 
plajdhg 5 ^eat lightness of hand, baffled with his oWn irrpwy 
showers thoee arrows shot by Drona.** ; Th^ the ^at 



Drona> ftlkdwhh ra^e, eut off: the bow' of t|« high^^uled 
Yadhishthirai the just.** Then tiud; great oar'#ai^ 
the son of Bharddw^a) speedily covered the bowlesi Yudfaisb' 
thiia with many tboosainds of shafts.** Beholding the king madb 
invisil^Ie hy the shafts of Bharadwaja’s son, all creatures thought 
that Tudhi^thira was dead.** And some thought that the king 
had fled from before Drona. And many cried out, O king, 
saying, — ^Alas, the king bath been slain by the higb-souled 
Brahmana !** — Then king Yudhishthira the just, fallen into great 
distress, having laid aside that bow cut off by Bharadwaja’s 
son in battle,** took up another excellent, bright, and tougher 
bow. And that hero then cut off in that encounter all those 
shafts shot in thousands by Drona. All this seeibed exceedingly 
wonderful. Having cut off those shafts, O king, Yudhishthira, 
with eyes red in wrath,*’"** took up in that battle a dart capable 
of riving even a mountain. Equipt with a golden staff, of 
• awful mien, having eight bells attached to it, and exceedingly 
terrible,*’ the mighty Yudhishthira, taking it up, uttered a 
loud roar. And with that roar, O Bharata, the son of Pandu 
inspired all creatures with fear.** Beholding that dart upraised 
by king Yudhishthira the just, all creatures, as if with one 
accord, said, — Good be to Drona '*' — Hurled from the king’s 
arms, that dart resembling a snake just freed from its slough, 
coursed towards Drona, illumining the welkin and all the direc- 
tions cardinal and subsidiary, like a she-snake with fiery 
mouth. Beholding it coursing towards him impetuously, O 
king, Drona,**"** that foremost of all persons acquainted with 
weapons, invoked into existence the weapon called Brahma. 
T|iat weapon, reducing that dart of terrible mien into : dust,** 
ec^rsed towards the car of the illustrious son of Pandu. Then, O 
Offiire, king Yudhishthira of great wisdom baffled that weapon 
<4: Drona thus coursing towards him by himself invoking the 
J^^aAma weapon. And then piercing Drona hims*^ in that 
battle with five straight shafts, **"*’ he out 'off, with a sharp 
shaft, the large bow of Drona. Then Dwma, that 
Eshatiiyas, throwing aside that broken .bo:w>** .fiuried. 
with O sire, a mace at the son of Dharma; Be- 

thlMi lhaee impetuously ooursifiig towm^s him, Yudhish- 
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ifaurft**' O chastiser of foes, filled with rtige, took up a, n^ic^ 
Then those two maces, both hurled ndth great force, qnoonnt^- 
ing each other in mid mr,*’ produced by their collision sparks 
of fire and then fell down on the Earth. Then Drona, filled 
with fury, slew, O sire, the Steeds of iTudhishtfaira, wi^h four 
excellent shafts of keen points. And with another broad- 
headed 'sbr.ft he cut off the king’s bow resembling a pole 
erected to the honor of Indra.*®"*' And with another shaft he 
cut off the standard of Yuhisdthira, and with three he afflicted 
the Pandava himself. Then king Yudhishthira, speedily jump- 
ing down from that steedless car, stood weaponless and with 
arms upraised, O bull of Bharata’s race ! • Beholding him earless, 
and especially weaponless,**"** Drona, O lord, stupified his foes, 
or rather the whole army. Firmly adhering to his vow, and . 
endued with great lightness of hands, Drona shot showers of 
sharp shafts,** and rushed towards the king like a furious lion 
towards a deer. Beholding Drona, that slayer of foes, rush 
towards him,** cries of Oh and Alas suddenly rose from the 
Pandava army. And many cried out, saying, — The king is slain 
by Bharadwaja’s son !** — Loud wails of this kind were heard, 
O Bharata, among the Pandava troops. Meanwhile king Yu- 
dhishthira the son of Kunti, getting up on the car of S'ahadeva, 
retreated from the field, borne away by swift steeds.’”*’^ 


Section CVII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Kshemadhurti, O monarch, pierced the 
advancing Vrihatkshatra of great valor, that prince of the 
Kaikayas, with many arrows in the chest.* King Vrihatksha- 
tra then, O monarch, desirous of piercing through Drona’s divi- 
sion, quickly struck his antagonist with ninety straight-shafts.* 
Kshemadhurti, however, filled with rage, cut off, with a sharp, 
well-temperCd, and broad-headed shaft, the bow of that higfa- 
sotiled prince of the Kaikayas.* Having cut off his bc^, Kehe- 
madhurti then, with a keen and straight shaft, quickly pierciwl 
in that encounter that forepost of all bowmen.* Then Vrih^ 
kshatra, taking up another bow and smiling (at' his fw), Sobb 
made the mighty car-warrior Kshemadhuri^ steedless and 
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less and earless,® And with another broad-headed shaft that was 
well-tempered and sharp, he cut oflF, from the trunk of hia royal 
antagonist his head blazing with (a pair of) ^ar-rings.* That 
head^ graced with curly Icwks and a diadem, suddenly cut off, fell 
down on the Earth and looked resplendent like a luminary fallen 
fironi the firmament/ Having slain his foe, the mighty car-warrior 
Vrihatkshatra became filled with joy and fell with great force 
upon thy troops for the sake of the Parthas.* The great bow- 
man Viradhanwan, O .Bharata, endued with great prowess, 
resisted Dhrishtaketu who was advancing against Drona/ En- 
countering each other, those two heroes having arrows for their 
fangs, and both endued with great activity, struck each other 
with many thousands of arrows/® Indeed, those two tigers 
among men fought with each other like two leaders of elephan- 
tine herds in the deep woods, with fury/^ Both endued with 
great energy, they fought, each desirous of slaying the other, 
like two enraged tigers in a mountain cave/* That combat, O 
monarch, became exceedingly fierce. Deserving to be witnessed, 
it became highly wonderful The very Siddhas and the Ch3ra- 
otaSf in large numbers, witnessed it with wonder-waiting eyes/* 
Then Viradhanwan, O Bharata, with a laugh, cut off in rage 
Dhrishtaketu’s bow in twain by means of broad-headed arrows/* 
Abondoning that broken bow, the ruler of the Chedis, that 
mighty car-warrior, took up a fierce dart made cf iron and 
equipt with a golden staff.^® Bending with his hands, O Bha- 
rata, that dart of fierce energy towards the car of Viradhanwan, 
Dhrishtaketu hurled it carefully and with great force/* Struck 
with great force by that hero-=slaying dart, and his heart pierced 
by it through, Viradhanwan quickly fell down on the Earth 
froip bis car/^ Upon the fall cf that hero, that mighty car- 
wdkttiOT among the Trigartas, thy army, O lord, was broken by 
the; Pandavas/* (Thy son) Durmukha sped sixty shafts at 
Sairladeva, and uttered a loud shout in that battle, challenging 
tha|b of Pandu/® The son of Madri then, filleS with rage, 
pieced i^^urmukha with many keen arirows, smiling the while, 
tbei brother striking the brother/® Beholding the mighty Dur- 
inilkha figb^ fbriously, Sahadeva then, O Bharata, once 
w^^ nine shafts/^ Endued with great strength 
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Sahadeva then cut off Durmukha’s standard with a breads 
headed arrow, and struck down his four steeds with four other 
arrows.** And then with another broad-headed arrow Well- 
tempered and sharp, he^ cut off, from his trunk, the headof 
Durmukha’s charioteer that blazed with a pair of earrings.** 
And cutting off Durmukha’s large bow with a razor-faced arrow, 
Sahadera pierced Durmukha himself in that battle with five 
arrows.®* Durmukha then, cheerlessly jumping down from 
that steedless car, mounted the car, O Dharata, of Niramitra.®* 
Then that slayer of hostile heroes, viz., Sahadeva, filled with 
rage, slow in that great battle Niramitra in the midst of hiS 
division with a broad-headed arrow.®* Thereupon prince Nira- 
mitra, the son of the ruler of the Trigartas, fell down from his 
car, afflicting thy army with great grief.*’ Slaying him, the 
mighty-armed Sahadeva looked resplendent like Kama the son 
of Da^aratha after slaying the mighty (Rdkahasa) Khara.®* 
Beholding that mighty car-warrior, viz., prince Niramitra, slain, 
loud cries of Oh and Alas arose, O monarch, among the Tri- 
garta warriors.®* Nakula, 0 king, in a moment vanquished 
thy- son Vikarna of largo eyes. This seemed highly wonderful.*® 
Vyaghradatta, by means of his straight shafts, made Satyaki 
invisible with his steeds and driver and standard in the midst of 
his division.*® , The brave grandson of Cini, baffling those 
shafts with great lightness of hand, felled Vyaghradatta by 
means of his arrows, with his steeds and driver and stan- 
dard.*® Upon the fall, O lord, of that prince of the Magadhas, 
the latter, struggling vigorously, rushed against Yuyudhana 
from all sides.** Scattering their shafts and lances by thou- 
sands, and short arrows and spears and mallets and thick clubs,** 
those brave warriors fought in that battle with that invincible 
hero of the Satwata race. Endued with great might, tbe 
invincible SSitys^i, that bull among men, with the gr^testeAse 
and laughing the while, vanquished them all The Ml,ghadas 
were nearly exterminated. A small remnant flew from the, 
field.**^ Beholding this, thy army, already afflicted wil^ the 
arrows of Yuyudhana, broke, O Iqrd! Then that fcsremost one 
of Madhu’s race, having slaughtered in battle thy troops,*® 'that 
illustrious hero, looked resplendent as he shook his bdw^ Thy' 
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Mmy, 0 king, was thus routed by that high-souled one of the 
.Satwata race." Indeod, firightenM by that kero of long arnas, 
n6ne ap]iroached him for fight. Then Drona filled with rage, 
and rolling his eyes, himself rushed impetuously towards 
SStyaki of feats incapable of being baffled.' ”** 


Section CVIII. 


'‘Sanjaya said,— ‘The illustrious son of Somadatta pierced 
each of the sons of Draupadi, those great bowmen, with five 
arrows, and once more with seven arrowa* Much afflicted, O 
lord, by that fierce warrior, they were stupified and knew not for 
sometime what to do.* Then that crusher of foes, viz., Catanika 
the son of Nakula, piercing Somadatta’s son, that bull among 
men, with a couple of arrows, uttered in joy a loud roar.* 'fhe 
other brothers then, struggling vigorously, quickly pierced the 
wrathful son of Somadatta, each with three straight shafts.* 
Then the illustrious son of Somadatta, O monarch, sped at 
them five shafts, piercing each of them in the chest with 
one shaft.* Then those five brothers, thus pierced by that 
high'Souled warrior with his shafts, surrounded that h»o on 
every aide and began to pierce him deeply with their shafts.* 
Then the son of Arjuna, filled with rage, despatched, with keen 
shafts, the four steeds of Saumadatti to the regions of Yama.* 
And the son Bhimasena, cutting off the bow of the illustrious 
son of Somadatta, uttered a loud shout and pierced his foe with 
many sharp arrows.* The son of Y udhishthira then, cutting 
off Saumadatti’s standard, felled it on the Earth, while the son 
Makula felled the enemy’s charioteer firom his niche in the 
car.* Then the son of Sahadeva, ascertaining the foe to he on 


the point of leaving the field in consequence of the acts of the 
brokers, cut off, with a razor-faced arrow, the head of that 
iIlu|ferious warrior^** That head, decked with ear-tihigs of gold, 
fell bn thp^J^th and adorned the field like the Sun of brilliant 
effu^ei|^.'!^at riseii at the end of the Beholding 

the Ihead the high-souled son of Binnadatta thus Mling 
on p|U|i|j^nnd, thy troops, 0 king, inspired with fehr, fled 
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** ‘Tho R^kshobsOt Alatuvusha in that battle, filled with rage» 
fought with the mighty Bhimasena like Ravana’s son (Indrajit) 
with (Rama’s brother) Lakshmana/^ Beholding that Rakshma 
and that human warrior engaged in fight, all creatures experi- 
enced both joy and wonder. Then Bhima, O king, laughing 
the while, pierced that wrathful prince of Rdkahasas, viz^ 
Rishya 9 riiiga's son (Alamvusha), with nine keen shafts,** Then 
that Rdkshasa, thus pierced in battle, uttered a loud and 
awful sound, and rushed, with all his followers, against Bhima.** 
Piercing Bhima then with five straight shafts, ho quickly des- 
troyed, in that battle, thirty cars supporting Bhima,*^ AxmA* 
once more destroying four hundred cars of Bhimasena, the 
Rdkshasa pierced Bhimasena himself with winged arrows. The 
mighty Bhima, deeply pierced by the Rdkshasa,^^ sat down on 
the terrace of his car, overcome by a swoon. The son of the 
Wind-god then, recovering his senses, became filled with rage/* 
Drawing his excellent and terrible bow that was capable of 
bearing a great strain, he afflicted Alamvusha, in every part of 
his body, with keen shafts,*^ Thereupon the Rdkshasa who re- 
sembled a huge mass of antimony, looked resplendent, G king, 
like a flowering Kingaka,^^ * Whilst being struck in that battio 
with those shafts sped from the bow of Bhima, the Rakshasa 
recollected the slaughter of his brother (Vaka) by the illustrious 
PaiTdava.^* Assuming then an awful form, he addressed Bhima, 
saying, — Wait a little in this battle, O Partha ! Behold today 
my prowess !** O thou of wicked understanding, that foremost 
of RdkshasaSj viz,, the mighty Vaka, was my brother! It is 
true he was slain by thee ! But that took place out of my 
sight 1*^ — Having said these words unto Bhima, Alamvusha 
made himself invisible, and began to cover Bhimasena with a 
dense shower of arrows.®* Upon the disappearance of the 
Rdkshasa, Bhima, O monarch, covered the welkin with straight 
a^ffca,** Thus afflicted by Bhima, Alamvusha soon returDiedi 
to his car. And ^oon again, he entered into the bowels of the 
Earth, and once more becoming little he suddenly soared 
the sky.*^ Alamvusha assumed countless forms. Now becom- 
ing subtile and now huge and now gross, he began to rear like 
the clouds,®* And he uttered diverse kinds of 
39 
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apoochos all around. And from the welkin there fell thousands 
of arrowy torrents,*'^ as also darts, and Kwnapas, and lances, 
and pikes, and axes, and spears, and rockets, and spiked maces, 
and short arrows, and battle-axes,*^® and rocks, and scimitars, 
and tregw^le, and swords, and thunders also. That awful down- 
pour of arrows caused by the Rdkshasa,^^ slew the troops of 
Pandas son on the field of battle. And in consequence of 
that arrowy downpour, many elephants also of the Pandava 
army were slain,®® and many steeds also, O king, and many 
foot-soldiers. And many car- warriors fell down from their cars, 
slain by the Rikshasas shafts.®® And a river was caused 
there whose waters were blood and whose eddies were consti- 
tuted by cars. And it abounded with elephants that consti- 
tuted its alligators. And the nnibrelljis of car-warriors consti- 
tuted Its swans, and the flesh and marrow of animals, its 
mire. And it teemed with the (cut off ) arms of human beings, 
that constituhed its snakes. And it was haunted by many 
^(IksJiasas and other cannibals. And it wafted away, O king, 
countless Chedis and Panchalas and Sriujayas.®^"®* Beholding 
him, O monarch, careering so fearlessly in that battle and 
seeing his prowess, the Pandavas became filled with ^ anxiety.®® 
And joy filled the hearts of thy troops then. And amongst the 
latter, loud and terrible sounds of musical instruments, making 
the hair to stand on end, arose.®’ Hearing that loud uptoar 
made by thy troops, the son of Panda could not boar it * as a 
snake cannot bear the sound of human palms.®® With eyes 
rod as copper in rage, with glances that like fire consumed every 
thing, the son of the Wind-god, like Tashtri himself, aimed the 
weapon known by the name of Tashtri.®® From that weapon 
we^e produced thousands of arrows on all sides. And in conse- 
quence of those arrows, a universal rout was seen among thy 
trobpa.^® That weapon, shot in battle by Bhimasena, destroying 
tli^ effective illusion produced by the Rdkshasa, greatly afflicted 
the R tk&h^8a himself.^^ Struck in every part of his body by 
Bhimaseiia, the Rdkshasa then, abandoning Bhimasena, fled 
towards the division of Drona.*^ Upon the defeat of that 
by the high-souled Bhima, the Pandavas 
oaesed eV^y point of the. compass to resound with their 
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loonine roars>® And filled with joy, they worshipped tho 
mighty son of Marut, like the Maruts worshipping Cakra after . 
the defeat in battle of Prahlada/ 


Section CIX. 

‘'Sanjaya said, — ‘(Havjing fled away from Bhima, Alam- 
vusha, in another part of the field, careered fearlessly in battle)» 
And while he was thus fearlessly careering in battle, the son of 
Hidimva rushed impetuously at him and pierced him with keen 
shafts/ The battle between those two lions among Makshasaa^ 
became terrible. Both of them invoked into existence diverse 
illusions like Cakra and Camvara (in days of old)/ Alamvusha, 
excited with rage, attacked Ghatotkacha. Indeed, the encounter 
between those two foremost of Rakshams^ resembled that of old 
between Rama and Ravana, O lord ! Then Ghatotkacha, having 
pierced Alamvusha in the centre of the chest with twenty long 
shafts, repeatedly roared like a lion. Smilingly, 0 king, Alam- 
vusha also, repeatedly piercing, the invincible son of Hidimva,- 
uttered loud roars in joy, filling the entire welkin. Then those 
two foremost of Raksliasas, both endued with great might, 
became filled with rage.'^'® They fought with each other, dis- 
playing their powers of illusion, but without any of them get- 
ting any advantage over the other. Each, creating a hundred 
illusions, stupified the other/ Both accomplished in producing 
illusions in battle, they fought with each other, producing 
illusions. The illusions, 0 king, that Ghatotkacha displayed in 
battle/ were all destroyed, O monar«h, by Alamvusha producing 
similar illusions of his own. Beholding that prince of Rdkaha- 
sas, viz,, Alamvusha, who was accomplished in producing illu- 
sions, fight in that manner, the Pandavas became filled with, 
rage. Filled with anxiety, they then caused him to be sur- 
rounded by many foremost of car-warriors,®”*® Bhimasena and 
others, O monarch, all rushed in rage against him. Hemming' 
him, 0 sire, on all sides by means of numberless cars,*^ they 
shrouded him from every side with shafts like meh in a forest 
ejicompassing an elephant with blazing brands. Batfling th#i 
shower of weapons by saeans of the .iUusipn of his own^wesir 
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pons/* Alamvasha fredd himself from that press of cars like an 
elephant from a forest conflagration. Then drawing his terrible 
bow whose twang resembled the thunder of Indra/* he pierced 
the son of the Wind-god with five and twenty shafts, and 
Bhimasena’s son with five, and Yudhishtbira with three, and 
Sahadeva with seven, and Nakula with three and seventy, and 
each of the five sons of Draupadi with five shafts, and uttered a 
loud Then Bhimaseiia pierced him in return with nine 

shafts, and Sahadeva with five. And Yudhishthira pierced the 
JZd&s/iasa with a hundred shafts.*® And Nakula pierced him 
with four and sixty shafts, and each of the sons of Draiipadi 
pierced him with three shafts. The son of Hidimva, having 
pierced him with five hundred shafts,*^ Alamvusha once more 
pierced him with seventy, and that mighty warrior then uttered 
a loud roar. With that loud roar of Ghatotkacha the Earth 
shook,*® 0 king^ with her mountains and forests and with her 
trees and waters. ' Deeply pierced on all sides by those great 
bowmen and mighty car- warriors,** Alamvusha pierced each of 
them in return with five arrows. Then that Rdkshasa, O chief 
Of the Bharatas, viz., the son of Hidimva, fillled with rage, 
pierced that other angry Rdkshasa in battle with many shafts. 
Then that mighty prince of RdJeshasas, viz., Alamvusha, deeply 
piorced,®^-®* quickly shot countless shafts equipt with wings of 
gold and whetted on stone. Those shafts, perfectly staight, all 
entered the body of Ghatotkacha,®® like angry snakes of great 
strength entering a mountain summit. Then the PSindavas, O 
king, filled with anxiety, and Hidimvas son Ghatotkacha also, 
sped at their foe from every side clouds of keen shafts. Thus 
struck in battle by the Pandavas desirous of victory,®*"®* Alam- 
vu^ha, mortal as he was, did not know what to do. Then that 
dofighter in battle, viz., the mighty son of Bhimasena,®* be- 
holding that state of Alamvdsha, set bis heart upon his destruc- 
tiojo. He rushed with great impetuosity towards the caar of 
thit prippe of Rdkshasas,^^ that car which resembled a burnt 
laiuntaiii sumlmit or a broken heap of antimony. The son of 
H|dimya, inflamed with wrath, flew from his own car to that of 
Alamvusha, and' seized the latter.®^ He then took him up from 
th| car taking up a snake, Thus dragging him up 
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^th his arms, he began to whirl him repeatedly ,*• and then 
crushed him into pieces, hurling him down on the Earth like a 
man crushing an emrthen pot into fragments by hurling it 
agsdnst a rock. Endued ith strength and activity, and possess* 
ed oi greai prowess, •• the son of Bhimasena, inflamed with 
wrath in battle, inspired all the troops with fear. All his 
limbs broken and bones reduced to fragments, the frightful 
jRd&aAtisa Alamvusha, thus slain by the heroic Ghatotkacha, 
resembled a tall pdla uprooted and broken by the wind. Upon 
the slaughter of that wanderer of the night, the Parthas became 
very cheerful.'®'®* And they uttered leonine roars and waved 
their garments. Thy brave warriors, however, beholding that 
mighty prince of Rdkshasm, viz., Alamvusha, slain and lying 
like a crushed mountain, uttered cries, O monarch, of Oh 
and Aioa.*®"” And people, possessed with curiosity, went to 
view that Rdkahasa lying helplessly on the Earth like a piece 
of charcoal (no longer capable of burning).** The Itakshaaa 
Ghatotkadha then, that foremost of mighty beings, having thus 
slain his foe, uttered a loud shout like Vasava after slaying 
(the Aaura) Vala.** Hiving achieved that excedingly difficult 
feat, Ghatotkacha was much applauded by his sires as also by 
his relatives. Indeed, having felled Alamvusha like an Alam- 
vmha fruit, he rejoiced exceedingly with his friends.** There 
arose then a loud uproar (in the Pandava army) of conchs and 
of diverse kinds of arrows. Hearing that noise, the Kauravas 
uttered loud shouts in reply, filling the whole Earth with its 
echoes.’ "** 


Section CX. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ^‘Tell me, O Sanjaya, how Yuyudhana 
rushed against the son of Bharadwaja in battle. 1 feel a great 
curiosity to hear it !’* 

‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Listen, 0 thou of great wisdom, fo the 
aceount that battle, that makes the hair stand on end, be* 
tween Drona and the Pandavas headed by , Yuyudhana I* ^e* 
holding the (Kuru) army slaughteroct O sare, by Yuytidh]|ri^, 
Drona himself rushed towards that warrior of unbaffled prowess. 
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called also by the name of SatyakL* Satyaki pierced that mighty 
car-warrior> viz., the son bf Bharadwaja, thus advancing against 
him, M?ith five and twenty small arrows.^ Drona also,, possessed 
of great prowess in battle, with deliberate aim, quickly pierced 
YuyucKiana with five whetted arrows equip t with wings Of 
gold.* Those arrows, piercing the hard armour of the foe and 
drinking his life blood, entered the Earth, 0 king, like sighing 
snakes.* The long-armed Satyaki then, inflamed with rage 
like an elephant struck with the hook, pierced Drona with 
fifty long arrows that resembled flames of fire.^ Then Bhara- 
dwaja’s son, thus quickly pierced in battle by Yuyudhana, 
pierced the carefully exerting Satyaki in return with many 
arrows.® Then that great bowman, endued with great might, 
and filled with rage, once more afflicted that hero of the Satwata 
race with man/ straight shafts.® Thus struck in that battle by 
the son of Bharadwaja, Satyaki, O monarch, knew not what 
to do/® Then, O king, Yuyudhana's face became cheerless, 
seeing the son of Bharadwaja shoot countless keen arrows.^* 
Beholding Satyaki thus situated, thy sons and troops, O king, 
becoming exceedingly cheerful, repeatedly uttered leonine roars.*® 
Hearing that terrible uproar and beholding that hero of Madhu's 
race tlius afflicted, king Yudhishthira, O monarch, addressing 
all his soldiers, said,*® — That foremost one among the Vrishnis, 
viz., the brave Satyaki of prowess incapable of being baffled, 
is about to bo devoured by the heroic Drona like the Sun by 
Ji3hu /** Go and rush ye to the spot were Satyaki is battl- 
ing! — The king, addressing Dhrishtadyumna of the Panchala 
race, said,*® — Eush thou with speed at Drona ! Why dost thou 
tarry, O son of Prishata ! Seest thou not the great danger to 
cursives that has already arisen from Drona ?** Drona is a 
gre# bowman. He is sporting with Yuyudhana in battle like 
a b<|y with a bird bound in a string I*^ Let all of you, headed 
by Bhimasena, and accompanied by thee, proceed thither where 
Satyaki is !‘* Behind you I will follow with iny troops ! 
Iles|«e today who is already within the jaws of the 

Xjdsl^dyer ^^Havipg said these words, O Bharata, king Yu- 
dbi^th^i^i^ith all has troops rushed towards Drpa,a for the 
saki of Ifuy'tiiJiliiana.®* , Biased be thou, groat was the uproar. 
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made there by the Pandavas and the grinjayas all fighting 
with Drona only.®^ Together approaching, 0 tiger among men, 
that mighty car- warrior, viz., the son of Bharadwaja, they 
covered him with sho wers of keen arrows equipt with the 
feathers of Ktmhas and peacocks.*® Drona, however, received 
all those Zeroes smilingly like a householder receiving guests, 
arrived of their own will, with scats and water.** With the 
shafts of Bharadwaja s bow- wielding son, those heroes were well 
gratified like guests, O king, with the hospitality they receive 
in the houses (of good hosts).*'^ And none of them, O lord, 
could even gaze at the son of Bharadwaja who then resembled 
the thousand-rayed Sun at midday.** Indeed, Drona, that fore* 
most of all wielders of weapons, scorched all those great bow- 
men with showers of arrows like the Sun scorching (everything 
below) with -his burning rays.*® Thus struck, O king, by^Drona, 
the Pandavas and the Srinjayas beheld no] protector, like ele- 
phants sunk in a morass.*^ The mighty ‘farrows of Drona, as 
they coursed (through the welkin), looked like the rays of the 
Sun blasting everything around.®* In that encounter, five and 
twenty warriors among the Panchalas were slain by Drona, who 
were all regarded as Maharathas and all approved (as such) by 
Dhrishtadyumna.** And amongst all the troops of the PaiWavas 
and the Panchalas, .men quietly beheld the brave Drona slaying 
the foremost of warriors in succession.*® Having slain a hundred 
warriors amongst the Kekayas and routing, them on all sides, 
Drona stood, O monarch, like the Destroyer himself with wide- 
open mouth.** The mighty-armed Drona vanquished the Pan- 
chalas, the Srinjayas, the Matsyas, and the Kekayas, O monarch, 
by hundreds and thousands.** Pierced by the arrows of Drona^ 
the clamour made by them resembled that made in the woods 
by the denizens of the forest when encompassed by a confiagira- 
tion.®* The gods, Gandharvas, and the Pitvis, said, -^Behold, 
the PanchalarS, and the Pandavas, .with all their troops, are 
flying away!** — Indeed, when Drona was thus engaged in 
slaughtering the Somakas in battle, none ventured tq advance 
against him, and none succeeded in piercing him*®* And wMlo 
that dreadful encounter, so destructive of great heroes/ oonti^: 
nued, Pritha's son (Yudhishthira) suddenly heard blaro- of 
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PSilcAajamjra-** B^lpwn by‘TiUh*iieim,that prince of ctmchs gave 
loud blM^u ; Indeed, wtilo tieli^poio protectors of the ruler of 
the Sid^tts were fighting,*^ dud d^bite the DhUrtarashtras were 
roaring in front of Afjuna’s cur, the twang of Gdndiva could 
no^ betheard.** The royal son of PSndu repeatedly swooned, 
and thought, — Without doubt, all is not well with Partha, since 
that prince of concha (PSnciiajanya) is yielding such blasts,** 
and since the Kauravas also, filled with joy, are incessantly 
uttering such shouts !• — Thinking in this way, with an anxious 
heart,** Ajata 9 atru the son of Kunti said unto him of the 
Satwata race (viz., Satyaki)^ these words in a voice choked 
with tears. Though repeatedly stupified, king Yudhishthira, 
however, did not lose s ght of what was to be done next. Ad- 
dressing Cini’s grandson, that bull of his clan, (Yudhishthira 
said),** — O grandson of Oini, the time for that eternal duty 
which the righteous ones of old have indicated (for friend^ to- 
wards friends in seasons of distress, hath now come '** 0 bull 
amongst the Cinis, reflecting within myself, I do not, O Satyaki, 
see, amongst all my warriors, one who is a greater well-wisher 
to us than thou !** Ho who is always well-affected, he who is 
always obedient, I think, he should be appointed to a grave 
conufbsion in times of distress!** As Ke^ava is ever the 
refuge of the Pandavas, even so art thou, O thou of Vrishni's 
race, who art etjual unto Ke 9 ava in prowes !** I will, there 
fore, lay a burthen on thee ! It behoveth thee not to frustrate 
my purpose !** Arjuna is thy brother, friend, and preceptor! 
O bull wnong men, in this battle, render him aid in time of 
di^riBSs !** Thou art devoted to truth I Thou art a hero ! 
Thou art the dispeller of the fears of friends f * Thou art cele- 
br|tedin the world, in consequence of thy acts, O hero, as one 
th|it is truthful in speech !** He, O grandson of Oini^ who 
<^jte|h away his body while fighting in hattle for friends, is 
to bins who giveth away to ^hhmanas the whole 
JSirth !** , We have heard of various kings gone to sheav^^ 

. hying: the whole of this Earth unto ^hbuumas 

■■■ thou of ‘virtuous soul.;,. I ' beg' of '.,1^6* with 

even this, uio;, that, 0 lur4 apiin thou the 
away (unto i^e Earth, or 



^m«fiking higher ^i0fi ^at, (by incoifiiig t||pg;er to thy life 
ifeelf for aiding Arjiina) !•* There viz., E^rishna, that 

,th« feai^ <rf friends, who, is ever willing to (»st 
hway hia :ii£» In ital^ <(for the anhe of friends)! iliiou, O 
S&tyald; art the seeoira !** None but a hero can render* aul 
unto a exerting valorously in battle, from desire of fame! 
Anen^^yj^on cannot do ao.*' Xn this matter, there is 
none else aave thee who can proteOt one 

sbh, ^ thy num«rone feats, iiiQuhiH giv|nj|;^e 

S^t pleasuM, ri^eatedly reoi^^^^^ t^^ SiS hhid oif t 
that thou art endued mth exfreiie j :%htna» of- hands, thhh 
thou {u*t conversant with ail m<Hi^ of #mfrire, that thou 
possessed osf great activity and gpeSit prowess 1 He siad,~ 
(SStyaki is endued with great wisdma, is acquainted with every 
weapon, u a hero, and is never stu;|^ed in battle !** Of broad 
neek and broad chest, mighty snrras and broad cheeks, of gyeat 
etrength and great prowess, Shtyaki is a high-souled IfoAa- 
He is my disciple and friend ! I am dear to him, 
attd hs is dear- to me ! Be(^ming my ally, Yuyiidh&;m will 
crush the KauravM !*• Even if Keoava and Raina, hhd Anirhd- 
dha, and the mighty car-warrior Praddyutnnav #i^ "^Chtd^ hiSd 
S&rana, and Ohmim, with all the Yrkthnis, 
in mail for assisting us, 0 king, in tlm mall 

yet appoint lhat amoei SfitytAi of unbaSled 

prcevess, for our Silj,. since thme is none equal to him!]****'-— 
Even this is irhajt 3@p^^ in the Hwtdta woods, 

in thy absence white tri^ describing thy merits in ah assembly 
of righteous p^m^ 1**^ ^ bebovetii thee not, O thou of the 
Vrishni rhoe^ to Ijhl^y that expemation of Ohananjqya, and 
also of txyal^ <1^ Bhuxn ^* Whun, returning from to vat^ 
ous ^Hk^. i i^mceeded to Dw&rakS, there I tiritnessed khj 
revwFenoe fa*; - White we were at Hpaptev% I 

not maidt amybody grands^ of whq showed . i» 

each fiteeiaoii as thou 1** Thou art of ^ noble Ipmage and feelett 
levca^jM^fo* tts. Fm? jdkowijE^ hlerefore, to one who 

Is ^y hdend and it 'beh^«l^ th^, O thou of 

artt^Ho act '.in bowman,- 

Grleiidahip and' nohle;':|Su^n.!^ge 'and.truthh^^ 
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D thou of Madhu’s race !****' Suyodhana, cased in amour by 
Drona hiniaelf, hath suddenly gone, following Arjuna ! The 
>ther ^at car- warriors of the KauTavas have, before that, 
followed Arjuna 1'* Loud uproars are being heard s^ainst 
&jrjuha’s car ! O grandson of Cini, it behoveth thee, O giver 
of honors, to go thither quickly !** Bhimasena and ourselves, 
well-equipt and with all our forces, will resist Drona if he ad- 
vance against thee P® Behold, O grandson of Oini, the Bharata 
troops are flying away in battle, and as they are flying away, 
they are uttering loud wails !** Like the very Ocean at full 
lade agitated • by a mighty tempest, the Dhartarashtra host, 
0 sire, is agitated by Savyasachin !’* Behold, in conseqence of 
countless cars and men and steeds moving quickly, the earthy 
dust raised is gradually spreading (over the held) P* See, that 
slayer of hostile hosts, vie., Phalguna, is encompassed by the 
Sindhu-Sauviras armed with pikes and lances and adorned with 
many heroes in their ranks P* Without vanquishing this force 
it will not be possible to vanquish Jayadratha ! These warriors 
are prepared to lay down their lives for the sake of the ruler of 
the Sindhus F* Behold the invincible Dhartarashtra force, 
atatiqi^d there, that bristles with arrows and darts and tall 
standards, and that teems with steeds and elephants 1®* Hear 
the beat of their drums and the loud blare of their concha, the 
tremendous leonine shouts uttered by them, and the rattle of 
their car-wheels.'^ Hew the grunt of their elephants, the heavy 
tre^ of their foot-soldiers, and the clamp of their rushing caval- 
ry,; which {fll seem to make the very Earth tremble !” Before 
hi^ is the division of Jayadratha, and behind |a.that of Drona ! 
Boigpreat is the number of the foe that he is ot^ble of afflicting 
th# chief of the celestials himself." Sunk in ihe midst of this 
latliipmless hdit, Aijuita ntay lose his life | If ,he be slain in 
baitle, how can one like me live ?*” Is this calamity to befall 
mJwhen art alive? Dark-blue in cwWi young in ^ars, of 
;ou|iy locks/ and Ifflaitson j^ 1" 

A(Mve in tlm use-of . Weapons, and conversant with ;eveiiy« mode 
of Iwarfare.'^he Bsighty-armed Ai|una hath, D sire/'ltenetrated 
info idih Bham,||k.ihost at sunrise ! js iibi>Ut to end I** 

6|hbuof Tj|^hi*s race, Ido not know whether he liveth or 
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not "The vast Kuru host is like the oqean !*• O sire, Vibhatsu 
hath penetrated into it all alone ! l^at a^^ of 

being resisted by the very gods in battle !•* In today’s battle, I 
fail to keep my judgment clear ! X3Pona also it, Trith great 
might, * afflicting my forces Thou seest, O mighty-Mmed 
one, hc^)ir that regenerate one is careering' in battle ! ^hen 
severaljiasks present themselves together, thou art well sk0led 
in selecting that which should be first attended to!** It be- 
hoveth thee, O giver of honors, to accomplish with activity 
that task which is the gravest of all ! Amongst all these tasks 
I myself think that this (viz., aiding Arjuna) is the first that 
demands our attention !** The rescue of Arjuna in battle 
should be first undertaken ! I do not grieve for Him of Da95r- 
ha’s race. He is the Protector and the Lord of the Uuniverse !** 
I tell thee truly that that tiger among men, O sire, is able to 
.vanquish in battle the three worlds assembled together 1** What 
need I say, therefore, of this weak Dhartarashtra host ? Arjuna, 
however, O thou of Vrishni’s race, is being afflicted by count- 
less odds in battle !** He may yield up his life ! It is for this 
that I am so cheerless ! Qo thou then in his track, since persons 
like thee should follow a person like him, at such a season, 
urged on by one like me ! Amongst the foremost ones ^f the 
Vrishni race, two are regarded as Atirathaa Z”"®* They are 
the mighty-armed Praddyumna and thyself, O Satwata, that are 
so famous ! In weapons thou art equal to Narayana himself, 
and in strength to Sankarshana !'* In bravery, thou art equal 
to Dhananjaya, O tiger among men, and surpassest Bhishma 
*aid Drona, and every one accomplished in battle!®* O tiger 
among men, the, wise speak of thee, saying, O Madhava,^y%er^ 
is nothings uVfC^hievable by SStyaki /’* — O thou of grefti 
strength, dO thou, therefore, that which I say unto tbee, 
obey the wishes of all here, of myself and of Aquim !**' 'tt „ 
behoveth thee npi^ 0 mighty-armed one, to frustrate that wish I 
BeckleiK of thy very life, career thott ih battle like a hero !*’^ 
0 grandson of Cini, the scions of H^^Erha’s race never caPe to 
protect their lives in battlfe! Avoiding battle, or fighting from 
behind breast^Wbrks-, or flying away from battle,®*— these ^rhc- 
tioes of cowards ftnd wretches are never pi^ctised by the S^ar- 
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lr»3. The virfeuous-souled Aijana-is thy snperior, O bull wnong^ 
the CSnis j** Yasudevft is the sa|x>rior of both thyself and the 
inteUig^t Arjuna! Ciaetitig Qiy ^es on these tvro reasons, I 
say unto thee these words I*®* Do not tfiscwd isny words, I am 
the sn^nor of thy superiors, ^at which T am . aayin|^ untO’ 
thee is app*^'^®'^ By Vasudeva as also by AijunaP** I telJ 
tbee tl^ truly ! Go then to the spot where Dhanahjaya is f 
Attem£ng to these words of mihe, O ^u of prowess incapable 
of being baffled,*** penetrate into this host of the wicked son 
of Dhritarashhra ! Having penetrated into it duly, encountering 
’'the great car-warriors, and display, O Satwata, such feats as are 
worthy of thyself I’ ”*** 


fitecTiON CXL 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘That bull amongst the Cinis, viz., Satyadir 
hearing these words full of aifection, agreeable, fsougbt with 
sweet sounds, opportune, delightful, and equitable, thsdi wwe 
uttered by king Yudbishshthira the just, replied unto him, O 
chief of the Bharatas, saying,*"* — O' thou of unfading glory, 
I have beard all the words thou hast said, words brought with 
justice, delightful, and conducive to fame, for the sdje of Phal- 
juna !* At such a time, indeed, beholding one devoted (to thee) 
like me, it beboveth thee, O king of kin^; to command him as 
mu(& as thou canst command Fartha himself I* As regards 
myself, I tetl thee that T am prepared to cast away my life for 
the sake ofDhahanjayal Commanded, again, by thee, what 
Is there that I would not do in great battle ?* What need I say 
of ^is weak (DhaA>tarashtra) force ? Urged by thee, I am pre- 
par|d, O best of men, to battle with the three worlds including 
’the Ammis, aiid men !* Today I will fight with the 
entire army of Suyodhana, and vanquish it 'in battie ! Truly 
dto I say this unto tbee, O king !* Safely shall 1 reach Dhanan- 
himael^ ini»^ty^ alter dayk^tha is slirin. T shall, O 
Soma I must^ Bowever, p king, 

sj^m Vasudeya as Also 

Aq|Ba !|,; I was strongly and ropoatedly Solieitad by Aijuna in 
thelt^diliiaf all our warriors and t& the hearing also of Vhsu- 
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deva (in these words) P®— [Today, O nohly reived on 

battle, protect thou the king carefully^ l yAay^^ t‘* 

Making over the monarch to thee, O ijil^y'airmisd on^ or to 
that great car-wandor Fi»ddyumn% 1 cam goj 
heart towards Jayadratha P* Thou knowest ]>ro|aa in little, 
that warrior who is regarded as the f<xt»nost one amonf l&e 
Kurus also the vow made by him in tlm pre- 

sence o£ all, 0 lord !'* The son of BharadwSja is ala^ys eagaf 
to seize the king ! He is competent also in affiicting king 
Yudhtdrthira in battle !‘* Charging thee with the. protection 
of that best of men, viz., king Yudhishthira the just, I, will 
proceed today for the destruction of the ruler of the Sindhus !'• 
Slaying Jayadratha I shall soon come back, O Madhava ! See 
that Drona may not succeed in forcibly seizing king Yudhish- 
thira the just in battle !** If Yudhishthira be seized by Bhara- 
dwSja’s son, O Madhava, I shall not succeed in slaying Jaya- 
dratha, and great will be my grief!*’' If that best of men, the 
truthful son of Pandu, be seized, it is evident that we shall 
have again to go into the woods !'• My success, therefore, over 
Jayadratha, it is plain, will be productive of no benefit, if 
Drona, infiamed with rage, succeeds in seizing Yudhishthira in 
battle !*’ O mighty-armed one, for doing what is agreeable 
to me, therefore, 0 Madhava, as also for the sake of my suc- 
cess and fame, protect the king in battle !]*®-:-Thou seest, 
therefore, O king, thou hast been made over to me as a trust 
by Savyasachin, O lord, in consequence of his constant fear of 
Bharadwkja’s son P* 0 mighty-armed one, 1 myself daily ^ see, 

0 lord, that there is none, save Bukmini’s son (Braddyumna); 
who can be a match for Drona in battle P* I also am regard^ 
to be a matdil; fcff the intelligent son of Bharadw&ja in bat^. 
It is plain, thergfere, I cannot dare folsify that reputation whidh 

1 have, or disregard the commands of my preceptor (Agupa), or 

leave thee, O king ! The preceptor (Drona), oas^ as At iihi' • 
impenCitrible mail, in consequence of his lightness of ams,^*^ 
obtaining thee in battle, will sport thee /as a ohfid with,a 
little bird 1 If Bjishna’s son bearing /Ike Mi habsiH^ 

weac here,** I cottid then have made Ihee-^ hhn, for he 

would have protected thee as Arjuna Mmeiilf! Thou 
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protect thyself ! When I am gone, who will protect thee,** 
who, that is, that will advance against Drona while I proceed 
towards ikijuna ? O king, let no fear be thine today on Arjuna’s 
account 1” He never becomes cheerless under any burden how- 
soever heavy 1 Those warriors that are opposed to him, viz., 
thh £iauvirakas, the Saii^dhava-Pauravas,** they from the north, 
they from the south, and they O king, headed, by Karna, that 
are regarded as foremost of car-warriors, ** do not together come 
up to a sixteenth part of Arjuna ! The whole Earth rising 
against him, with the gods, the Aawras, and men,** with all the 


tribes of Rskshmaa, 0 king, with the Kinnaras, the great 
snakes, and in fact, all the mobile and the immobile creatures 
assembled together, is no match for Arjuna in battle 5*‘ Know- 
ing this, O king, let thy fear on Dhananjaya’s account be 
dispelled ! There where those two heroes and great bowmen, 
viz., the two Krishnas, of prowess incapable of being baffled, 
are,** there the slightest obstacle cannot happen to their pur- 
pose ! Think of the celestial puissance, the accomplishment 
in weapons, the resourcefulness, the wrath in battle, the grate- 
fulness, and the compassion of thy brother I Think also, O 
king, of the wonderful knowledge of weapons that Drona will 
display in battle when I leave this place for going to Arjuna 1 
The preceptor, 0 monarch, is eagerly solicitous of seizing 
thee !’•*** He is eagerly desirous also, O king, of making good 
his vow, O Bharata ! Bo attentive, O king, to thy own protec- 
tion 1 Who will protect thee when I am gone,®* who is he, that 
is, confiding on whom I may go towards Pritha’s son Phalguna ? 
1^11 thec truly, 0 great king, that without making thee over 
t4 somebody in this great battle, I will not surely go towards 
O thou of Kuru’s race ! Reflecting on this, from every 
of view, with the aid of thy intelligence, 0 foremost of 
a|[ intelligent persons, and ascertaining with thy intelligence 
w lat is for thy highest good, command me, 0 king l**"^*-^ 
i| - “ 'Yndhliththfra, hearing these words, saidt-^It is even so, 
€ m^hty-^ttjied one,’ as thou sayest, O , Madhava ! For all 
; t mt, h^eii^; 0 sire, m^ not become easy on Arju- 

n I’s accouht I shaffl j^ko the ^eatest precautions in pro- 
rv . go thou thither whore 
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Dhananjaya hath gone !** Weighing, with my judgment, my 
own protection in battle with the neceastt^ there ia of going 
towards Arjuna, the latter seems to me prefei»ble.*‘ Mahe thy- 
self ready; therefore, to go <, thither whither Dhananjaya hath 
gone ! The mighty BhiBia will protect me 1** Prishata’I son, 
with all his it^terine brothers, and all these mighty kings, and 
the sons of Draupadi, will, without doubt, protect me I** The 
five Kekaya brothers, and the Rcikehaea Qhatotkacha, and 
Virata, and Drupada, and the mighty car-warior Cikhandin ** 
and Dhrishtaketu of great strength, and Kuntibhoja, 0 sire, and 
Nakula, and Sahtideva, and the Panchalas, and the Srinjayas,^* 
— ^all these, O sire, will, without doubt, very carefully protect 
! Drona at the head of his troops, and Kritavarman also, in 
battle,*' will not succeed in beating us or afflicting me! That 
scorcher of foeis, viz., Dhrishtadyumna, displaying his prowess, 
will resist the angry Drona like the continent resisting the sea. 
There where Prishata’s son, that slayer of hostile heroes, will 
remain,*’'"** there Drona will never be able to forcibly transgress 
our troops. This Dhristadyumna sprang from the fire, for the 
destruction of Drona, clad in mail, armed with bow and arrows 
and sword, and decked with costly ornaments. Go, O grandson 
of Cini, with an easyjieart, do not be anxious on my account I 
Dhrishtadyumna will resist the angry Drona in battle 1’ ”*•-»*_, 

Section CXIL 

“Sanjaya said, — ^“Hearing these words of king Yudhishthim 
the just, that bull among the Cinis femed the censure of Agunh 
if he left the king.' Seeing, however, the certainty of ah 
imputation of cowardice by the people (if he disobeyed Yudldsli* 
thira), he said to himself, — ^Let not people say that I md 
of proceeding towards Arjuna !*---Eefleoting repeatedly; 

Satyal^ that hero invincible in battle, that huR aBr(h^g 
said these words unto king Yudhiahthira the; just 
thinkest ^at these arrangments trill shli(» Jmr thy? ^teorioh, 

0 momurch, 1 will then do thy bidding and follow Vibhatsu l* 

1 tell thee truly, 0 king, that there is none, in the three *wth'lds 
that is dearer to me than Phalguna !* I will follow in lus 
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track at th; command, O giver of konors ! Ther^ is a notlung 
that I will not do for thy sake 1* 0 beat of men, the com- 
mands ot my am idvays of weight with pe. But 

thy commands are still weightier with me, Q lord 1* Thy 
bibthers, viz,, Krishna and Dhananjaya, are always en^ed 
in doing what is agreeable to thee t* Inking tjiy oomiipiand on 
my head, for the sake of Arjuna, O lord, I will proceed, Q bull 
among men, piercing through this impenetrable host !* Darting 
WrathfuUy through this force of Drona like a fish through the 
sea, I will go thither, 0 monarch, were king Jayadratha,*'* 
depending upon his troops, stayeth in fear of the son of Pandu, 
protected by. those foremost of car-wmrriors, viz.. Drone’s son 
and Karna and Kripa!“ The distance from here, O king, is 
three Yojanas, I think, of that spot where Partha stayeth, 
ready to slay Jayadratha But though Fartha is three 
Yojanaa distant I shall yet follow in his teack with a stout 
heart, and stay with him, O king, till Jayadratha’s slaughter !‘* 
What man is there that goes to battle without the commands 
of his superiors? And when one is commanded, O king, as I 
have been by thee, who is there like me that would not fight ?‘* 
I know that place whither I shall have to go, O lord 1 Teeming 
as this Ocean-like host doth with plough-^shares and darts and 
and shields and scimitars and swords and lances and 
foremost of shafts, I will today agitate this ocean. This ele- 
phant division, consisting of a thousand elephants, that thou 
seest,**"** all belonging to the breed known by the name of 
and all endued with great prowess, which are all 
pminted by a Itu^ number ot MUochaz delighting in battle 
accomplished in 8miting,''--these elephants, O king, that 
arcfshieddiug their juicy secretions like rtdnrpounng clouds, — ‘ 
^4e **'**®** forward by those upon backs 1‘* 

fh^ amnot be vanquished, O king, unless they are slaught- 
{ Tl^ again, tiioae car-uranrioars, aumbenng thousands, 
thil thou 886at,^p||? all of royal linehge and are ali^VohS- 
Thqy ait? called Rvkmaraikm,* ^ey ere accom- 
in weaiKi^^nd in battling from fighting 
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frbtli backs of elephaiits, O moniucib^ Throtii^ 
df the Bcienoo of ili^pons, they are aseomplished ih i^htiiag- 
with theii' fists. I$ki!iedi in battling with tot^s, si,tsp of 

the art of plose fifiht,*" t^y are equally clever iit strikiMg ^ith 
Bcitiiilars anil fii^ng u|ion the foe wHh ^word anfi shield. They 
areb^v«raadle|H%e<^ and animated by a spirit rivalry.** 
Every dl^t O ^iig, they vanquish vast numbers men in battle. 
They are commanded by Kama and*deVoted to Dus^hsana.** 
Even TSsudeva applauds them as great cmr-warriora Always 
solieltpasof Kama’s welfare, they are obedient to Him.** 
at Karha’s command, O king, that returning from their pUjlsttife 
of Arjuna and, therefore, unfatigued and unworn, those breve 
warriors, cased in impenetrable armour and armed wilZi stropg 
bows,** Sira certainly waiting for me, ordered by Duryodhpia 
also! Crushing these'in battle for thy good, O Kaurava,** I 
shall then follow in the track of Savyasachin ! Those other 
elephants, 0 king, seven hundred in number,** that thou seeat, 
all cased in armour and ridden by Kirhtas, and decked with 
ornaments, the king of the Kiratas, desirous of his life, had 
formeriy presented to Savyasachin, togethvr with many servants 
in their train. These, O king, were formerly employed in doing 
thy business.**'** Behold the vicissitudes that time brings about, 
for these are now battling against thee ! Those elephants are 
ridden Kir&tas difficult of defeat in battle;** They are aeeoih^ 
plished in fighting from ele^ihants, and are all sprung from tfrs 
race of Formerly they were all vanquished in Ipttle by 

They are now waiting for me cacefrtlfy, itad^ 
of Daryodh^ Slaying with my ahafes, O king;' 
these < J^r&^i di^ult of defeat in battle,** 1 shall foficwihi||lin 

track oZ fibrj’^ the sfeughter 

the JI%ose (ot^^ elephants, sprung from jfrw 

race of jts||a!na,ri of ; impenetrable hides, well- trained, an4«^>Wli 
whose cHbeks and fepm whose montha the juicy se<^1fioiu nrb 
trickling adorned with arsibiWmado 

whdly of gdNt** vro ymy fi%ctive in.imttle and resemble 
vat himself t haVe come from the nort^rn hiihi« 

ridden by fierce royM^? thet are of strei^ limbs, that ; 
ell foremost of warriors^; and that are cased ilw steel cdsts 
■ 41 . 
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mail. There, amongst them, are persons born of the cow, or of 
the ape,** Ojr of diverse other creitures, incSmfing those born 
of men. That division of the assembled Mleoehm that are 
all sitoM and that come from the &stne3ses of Simavat, seem at 
a distance to be of a" smoky color. Obtaining these, and oonnt* 
less Kshatriyas,*^"^* as also Kripa, and Somadatta’s soh; and 
that foremost of car-warriors, vis., Drona, and the ruler of 
the SindhUs, and Kama, ho thinks lightly of the l*aftdava8l** 
Impelled by fate, he regards himself crowned with success. 
Those I have named will, however, today be within roach of 
my arrows.** They shall not escape me, O son of Kunti, even 
if they be endued with the speed of the mind. Much regarded 
always by Bury odhansi, that prince who dependeth upon the 
jMTowess of others, those warriors, afflicted with my clouds of 
shafts, will meet with destruction. Those other car-waniova, 
O king, whom thou seest, and who have golden standards;** smd 
are difflcult of being resisted, are called Kamvojas 1 They ire 
brave and accomplished, and firmly devoted to the sci^mei bf 
weapons.** Desiring one another’s wel&re, they are all firmly 
united. They compose a full Akshauhini of wrathful wairiors, 
O Bharata,** and are staying carefully for my sake, well pro- 
tected by the Kuru heroes. They are on the alert, O king, with 
^eir eyes on me !** I shall certtdnly destroy them all, like 
fire deslafoying a heap of straw. Therefore, O tang, let those 
that equip cars pl{K» quivers and all necessm-ies on my car in 
proper places. Indeed, in such a dreadful battle, diverse kinds of 
weapons ought to be taken.**^* Let the car be equipt (with 
n^f^anes) five ^nes more than what professors of military 
sfifonj^ direct, for pi shall have to encounter the Kilmvojas who 
x»si|m|4e fierce sn^es of virulent poison,** I shall have a^b to 
asBounter the Kirl^tas who are armed with diverse wea|iOns of 
■ virulent poison, who are aecomijlUifaed 

always been well treated by Jbur;2<^»na, 
aid who <ai |M»ount are always intent on Duryodhana’s 
vcsilue. 1 ahall a|so have to encounter the Oaka^ endn^ 
pnmais equal to t^at of Cakra himself^f* who are fierce as 
and dfifi^ult of be^g put down 

Indeed, O ldBg,<I|sha^ have ^'enoeantar in hatte many war* 
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riors diffictiU of b^ng resisted. For tMa, lei well-known steeiia 
bf ihe fcveoKMt bseed and graced wiik auspicious marks ba 
yoked to my car, aftw causing tliei|r slaked and 

after grooming them duly I—’** 

"3anjaya continued, — ^‘Afterih^ kii)g Tudfaishthira caused 
(luiyers full Sh«^B„»«nd diverse kinds of weapons, *and, in- 
deed, all neceasmils, to be placed on Satyaki’s car.** Then 
people caused his four well-harnessed and excellent steeds to 
drink mtoxicsi^ng wines.** And having caused those four steeds 
to dgld: and whlk and bathe and eat, and having adorned them 
with goldep garlands and plucked out their iwrows,** those ani- 
mals, that had (for these operations) been fteed from the yoke, 
and that were of the hue of gold and well-trained and endued 
with great speed and cheerful and exceedingly docile, were duly 
yoked again unto bis ear.** And upon that oar was set up a* tall 
standard bearing a Imn with golden manes. And that standard 
had attached round it banners of the hue of white clouds and 
graced with golden circles and pearls and corals. And an 
umbrella set upon a tall stalBf of gold was also placed upon that 
veluele bearing a heavy weight of weapona**”** After those 
steeds, adorned with trappings of gold, had been yoked to that 
ear, the younger brother of Daruka, who was the charioteer 
and the dear friend of Satyaki,*’ came and represented unto the 
latter that the car had been duly eqnipt, like Matali represent- 
ing the equipment of the car unto Vasava himself. Satyaki 
then, having taken a bath and purified himself and undergone 
every ausiuciouB ceremony,” gave nishkaa of gold unto a 
thousand SnStaJea BrAhmanas who uttered benedictions upon 
him. Blessed with those benedictions, SUyaki, that fi^eadoiost 
of handsome men,** that hero wMthy of worship, having 
dmi^ kairSto honey, shone re^lendent, with re^n^ eyei» 
rollii^ in intoxication,” Having touched a biuzen min^ 
filled with great joy, bis energy became doubled And bo MiilSelf 
looked like a blazing fire.*' Taking up bn bis shoulders hik how 
with arrows, that foremost of car-warriora, cased in armour and 
dedced in ornaments, had the regenerate . opes perform for him 
the riW of propitiation.” And maidenk bohprei^ 
showering upon him fried pMdy and parfuiUes and^ i^^ 
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lands. And the hero then, with joined hands, worshipped the 
feet of Yudhishthira,*'* and the latter smelt his head. And 
having undergone all these rites, he then mounted his foremost 
of Then .those steeds, chem^ui and strong and fleet as the 

wind,** and invincible, and belonging to the Sindhu breed, bore 
him bn lhat triumphant car. Sitmlarly, Bhimasmia also, honcsred 


by king Yudhishthira the just, and .reveren&ally saluting iko 
monarch,** set out with SStyaki. Beholding those two chast- 
isers of foes on the point of penetoating thy host,** their ene- 
mies, thy troops, all stood still with I^na at their head. 
Then Satyaki, seeing Bhima cased in mail and following him,** 
saluted that hero and spoke untk) him these delightful words. 
Indeed, the heroic Satyaki, with every limb filled with joy, 
said unto Bhima,*® — Do thou, O Bhima, protect the king 1 
Even this is thy duty above all things ! Piercing through tiiis 
host whose hour hath come, I will proceed.** Whethw now er 
hence, the protection of the king is thy highest duty I Thou 
knowost my prowess, and I also know thine, O chasiyaearof 
foes !** If, therefore, thou desirest ray good, return, 0 Bhima 1-— 
Thus addressed by Satyaki, Bhima replied, — Go then, for the 
success of thy object !** O best of men, I will protect the king 1 
■—Thus adtfressod, he of Madhu’s race answered Bhima, say- 
ing,**— Go back, O son of Pritha ! My success is eertmn, since 
won over by my merits, thou, O Bhima, art today obedient to 
my wishes !** Indeed, 0 Bhima, as these auspicious omens tell 
me, my victory is assured I After the sinful ruler of the Sin- 
dhus will have been slain by the high-souled son of Pandu,** 
l iiiidl embrace king Yudhishthira of virtuous soul !— Having 
Si^ these unto Bhima and dismissing him with an em- 

bface,' ttmt fllmtrioite warrior eyed thy troops like a tiger eye- 


ing a herd :of deer, i BeholcUng him thus looking at thy army# 
O thy troc|» became once more stupfied and began to 

;ttenibk> fThen, O king, Satyaki,. desdrous; of ^ing 

oomn^H^ of king Yudhishthira the juatr sudden- 





Section COT. 

said,— ‘O king, when .from desire of 

battle, proceeded against thy troops,. Sag Yudhishthir^ surn 
rounded by his forces,’ fSsilowed Yuyudhana for leachin^ the 
car of Drona. Then the aon of the king of the Panchilas, via., 
the invincible warrior Dhristadyumna,* and king Yasudana, 
both loudly exclaimed within the Pandava host,— Come, smite 
quickly, and rush against the foe,' so that Satyaki, that wi^^ 
rior invincible in battle, may pass easily (through the Kaurava 
host) ! Many mighty car- warriors will struggle for vanquishing 
him 1* — -The great car- warriors (of the Pandava anny), saying 
this, fell impetuously upon their f(M». Indeed, they all rushed, 
saying , — We will vanquish those that wiU endeavour to van* 
quish SatyaM !*— Then a loud u|nroar was heard’ about the car 
of SatyakL Thy son’s host, however, covered, wi^ Satyaki’s 
shafts, fled away.* Indeed, O king, tlmt host was broken into 
a hundred stre^ling bodies by him of the SEtwata race. And 
while that force was breaking, that mighty car-muricsr, via., 
the (gcmidaon) of Cini,' orushed seven heroic and ^eat bowmen; 
in the front ranks of the foe. And, O monarch, with his shaSli 
that resembled blazing flames of fire, he despatched many other* 
heroes, kings of diverse realms, unto the regions of Yama . Me 
sometimes pierced a hundred wmriors with one shaft, and some- 
times one warrior vrith a hundred sht^.*~* lake liie great 
Kudra destroying creatures, he slew elephants and elephant- 
riders, horses and horse-riders, and oar- warriors with ste^ «id 
drivers.’* None amongst thy troops ventured to advance againi^ 
Satyaki who was displaying such lightness of hand and who 
showered such clouds of shafts,” Starudc with panic and crushed 
and grinded thus by that hero of long mms, these brave warrima ' 
all left the field at sight of that proud hero.’* Although aloha, 
they saw him multiplied manifold, and were stupified by his 
energy. And the Earth looked exceedingly, beautiful with cruili- 
od care and broken nidas,* O sire, and wheels, and fitUen mkh 

* NiduA were nichen or drivers' boxes.— T* 
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brellas and standards, and anvJsarahas, and banners, and head- 
gears' decked with gold, and human arms smeared with sandal- 
I>aste and ad(Mrned wit& iinigfodas, O king, and* human thighs 
Ksembling trunks of elephants or the tapering bodies of snakes, 
and faces, beautiful as the modh and decked' with ear-rings, of 
targe-eyed warriors lying all about the field. And the ground 
there looked exceedingly beauriful with the huge bodies of fallen 
elephants cut off in diverse ways, like a luge plain sire^ with 
hills. Orushed by that hero of Idng arms, steeds, de|nived of life 
and fallen down on the ground, looked beautiful in their traces 
inade of burnished gold and decked with rows of pearls and in 
their curasses of handsome make and design.^*^* Baring slain 
diverse kinds of thy troops, he of the S&twata race entered into 
thy host, agitating and routing thy army.** Then Satyaki 
desired to go by that very track by which Dhananjaya had gone 
before him. Then Drona came and resisted him.** Encounter- 
ing the son of Bharadwaja, Yuyudhana, filled with rage, stop- 
ped not like . a * vast expanse of water upon encounterijjg an 
embankment.*^ Drona, however, checking in that battle the 
mighty car-warrior Yuyudhana, pierced him with five keen 
Sh^ capable of penetrating into the very vitals.** SStyaki, 
however, O king, in that battle pierced Drona with seven shafiis 
nrhetted on stone, equipt with golden wings and the feathers of 
the Komka and the peacock.** Then Drona, afflicted Satyaki, 
bis steeds, and his driver, with six shafta The mighty oar> 
warrior Yuyudhana could not brook that feat of Ih-onat** Utter- 
ing a leofiine shout, he then pierced Drona with ten shafts, 
theh with siXy and then with eight others.** And once 
more Yuyudh&iia piuoed Drona with tmi riiafts, his charioteer 
him; and' his with four.** And with Mother 

struck Drona’s standard. I^en Drona 
^ his ear, steeds, (hriver, and standard, 

‘wd^i'SsdMy eoim[|«g Ih^ countless in number like a flight 

Yuyudhana fearlossly oovered Drona 
speed. Then Drona, ad^ssing 
YuyudhSl^ said, Thy jweceptm* (Arjuna) Irnth* lilm AeoMard, 
gohe away, Infill; the battle, *•*■** avoiding me who was fighting 
with^im, jwOce«riing by my flank! O thtm of Mirihu’s race, 
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if like thy preceptor, thou too dost nut quickly avoid me in this 
battle, thou shalt not escape me udjtli 1^ , today, engaged as I 
am in battle with thee !—•** 

‘“ Satyaki, hearing these words, ansq’ered,-r-At the com^ 
mand of king Yndhishthira the: just, Itshall foMow in thoHrack 
of Ohananjaya ! Blessed* be thou, O Bi^hinana, I would lose 
time (if I fight with thee) !** A disciple should always tread 
in the way trod by his preceptor. I shall, therefore, foHow in 
the track that has been trod by my preoe{^or 1**—’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ^‘Having said this much, the grandson 
of Oini avoided the preceptor and suddenly proceeded onwards, 
O king ! And adklressing his charioteer, he said,**--— Drona will,' 
by every means, endeavour to check my iwogtess ! Proceed 
carefhlly, O Suta, in battle, and listen to these grave words of 
mine !** Yonder is seen the host, of great splendour, of the 
Avantis 1 Next to them is the mighty host of the Souther* 
ners.** And next to it is the great host of the Yalhikas. By 
the aide of the Yalhikas stands resolved for fight the mighty 
host commanded by Kama I” O charioteer, all these hosts are 
different from one another, but relying upon one another they 
protect one another oh the field of battle !*• Arrived at the 
space left open between these divisione, cheerfully urge thou 
the steeds ! Indeed, O charioteer, bear me thither, making the 
steeds adcq>t a tolerable speed, — ^thither, that is, where are seen 
the Yalhikas with diverse weapons uplifted in their arms,; -and 
the countless Southerners headed by the Sutu’s son,^ and whose 
divisioa is seen to present a serried array of elephants atsd 
steeds and ears mid in which stand feot-soidkfs raised , fieom 
diverse roalnis !*’ — Having taid :^is much unto his driven, 
avoiding the Br&hmana (Brona)^ he iwooeeded, trilin^ J^ 
charioteer, »^Paas through the open spacl betwmn tbosO; ifiim 
dirisions towards the fierce and mighty host of Suwaailf^ 
Drona, however, excited with Wrath, pursued him behii^ 
shooting at him countless shafts. Indeed the preceptcf eloi^ 
followed the highly blessed Yayudbana^whj} advanced witbc^ 
any turning back,** Sinituig the great best ef |CM9Mk 

with wbet^ arrow«, BStyaki penetrated into tho: 
limitless army of theBhmatas,^ When Yuy^hana, hon^ei;. 
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entered thab amy, the ^rcwps <oi^ed to him) fied away^ At 
this, tlM imthful Kritaywalaan eame forward to reidst Sfttya- 
kL** The valiant Shtyakv stnidng the advahoing K^tavar^ 
iittMi with sixehafts, quidtly dew his' fonr steeds with four 
othw^sh^ts.** And once again he pinrced Stitavarnian in the 
centre of the chest with sixteen straight shafts of great speed.** 
Thus encountered, 0 monareb, widt many shafts fierce energy 
by him of the Satwata race, Kritavarman vna ill ahie to brook 
it.** Aiming then a 6alf>toothed shaft resembling a shake of 
virulent pmson and endued with the speed of the wind, and 
drawing the bowrstring, 0 monarch, to his ear, he pierced S5- 
tyaki in the chest.** That shaft equipt with beaudfiil feathers, 
penetrating through his armour and bo^y and dyed in blood, 
entered the Earth.*® Then, 0 king, Kritavarman, that warrior 
acquainted with the highest weapons, shooting many shafts, 
cut off the bow of Satyaki with arrows fixed thmeon.** And 
excited with rage, he then, in that battle, O king, piere^ 
S&tyald of unbaffled jvowess in the centre of the chest with ten 
shafts of great keenness.** Upon his bo# being l»<&on, that 
f<»emQSt of mighty men, vig., Satydci, hurled a dart at the 
right arm of Kritavarman.** And taking up and drar^ng a 
tougher bow, Yuyudhina quidcly shot at his foe shafts by 
hundreds and thousands,** and entirely shrouded Kritavarman 
and hhi car with that arrowy downpour.* Having thus shroud- 
ed the son of Hridika, O monarch, in that battle, SStyaki** 
cnt off, - with a broad-headed arrow, the head. of his foe’s e ha riot- 
e^ ;h^ The charioteer of Hridik&’s son then, 

thus sls^ fell dowp fircm that great car.** At this the steeds 
flf Kritavarman, AefMrived (ff a driver^ ran away with great 
the Bhojas then, in great agitation, Mm- 
That heroic wiwri(» then, bow in 
ear (xcMy ftw battle). BehdWhg this 
Be^ug for a 1 ^ 0 ^ space 
of . time, then urged thoee good istifodi of his;** 

Hhopiself divested o| fear, he inspiredhufoes with great fe^ 
howgrer, |had by that time left him behind, while 
Kritaivl^am hirasilf now rush^ aj^^inst Bhimasena without 
pursuini :^yakLl* Thus isi^hg out of the division the 
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Bhojas, Satyaki proceodisd with great speed towards the mighty 
division of the Kamvojas.** Bosisted there by many brave and 
mighty ear-warriors, Yuyudhana, of prowess incapable of being 
baffled, could not then, O monarch, proceed a step.'** Mean- 
while Drona, heving placed his tro<^ in a proper position 
and m^e over the burthen of protecting them to the ruler of 
the Bhojas, firmly resolved, proceeded with great speed towards 
Yuyudhana from desire of battle.** Then the foremost warriors 
of the Pandava host, beholding Drona 'thus pursuing Yuyu- 
dhana fifom behind, cheerfully besran to resist him.** The 
Panchalas, however, who' were headed by Bhimasena, having 
approached the son of Hridika, that foremost of car- warriors, 
all became cheerless.** The heroic Eritavarman, O king, dis- 
playing his prowess, resisted all those warriors who, although 
they had become a little heartless, struggled yet with great 
vigor.** Fearlessly he weakened, by means of his arrowy 
showers, the animals of his foes. The brave warriort, however, 
(of the Pandava array), though thus afflicted by the ruler of 
the Bhojas, stood, like high-bcsrn soldiere that they were, resolv- 
ed to fight with the division of the Bhojas itself, from desire of 
great renown.’ ”** 


Section CXIV. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Our army is equally possessed of 
many excellencies. It is equally regarded as superior. It -is 
equally arrays according to the rules of science, and it is 
equally numerous, O Sanjaya I** It is always well treated by 
us, and is always devoted to us. It is vast in numerical 
strength, and presents a wonderfbl aspect. Its prowess had be* 
fore been tested.* The soldiers are neither very old n<Mr very 
young. They are neither lean nor corpulent. Of active habits, 
of well-developed and strong frames^ tiiey joe free from diseaeo.* 
They are cased in mail and well equipt with arms. Hiey ard 
_ ' ^ ■ ^ ' ' ' . . 

41^ Hany of the opening dokat of thie eeotion are tiea.Hy the satne ah 
those of section 76 ot Bhuhnm Parva^ vide ante. In a few tiiataliceh I 
have adopted the readinga of the Bombay editio^n.-^T^ : 

42 
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ddvoted to all kinds of. armed exercises.* They sece adepts in 
mounting upon and descending from the backs of elephants, in 
moving forward and stepping back, in smiting effectually, and 
in marching and retreating.* Oftentimes have they been tested 
in the*management of elephants and steeds and cars. Having 
been examined duly, they have been entertained on pay* and 
not for the sake of lineage, nor from favor, nor from relationship. 
They are not a rabble come of their own accord, nor have they 
been admitted into my army without pay.* My amy consists of 
well-bom and respectable men, who are, again, contented, well 
fed, and submissive. They are sufficiently honored by us and 
sufficiently rewarded. They axe all famous and endued with 
great intelligence.* They are, again, O son, protected by many 
of our foremost counsellors and others of righteous deeds, 
all of whom are best of men resembling the very Regents of the 
world !* Innumerable rulers of Earth, seeking to do what is 
agreeable to us, and who have of their own will sided us with 
their forces and followers, also protect them.'* Indeed, our army 
is like the vast Ocean filled with the. waters of innumerable 
livers running from all directions. It abounds with steeds and 
cars which, though destitute of wings, still resemble the winged 
tenants of the air.*' It teems also with elephants adown whose 
cheeks flow juicy secretions. What can it, therefore, be but 
Destiny that eyen such an army should be slain ?** (Ocean- 
like as it is) vast numbers of combatants constitute its inter- 
lAinable waters, and the steeds and other animals constitute its 
terrible waves. Innumerable swords and maces and darts and 
anrows and lances constitute the oars (plied on that ocean).*** 
Abounding with<standards and ornaments, the pearls and gems 
(of the tnurpors) Constitute the lotuses that deck it. The rush- 
ing steeds and elephants constitute the winds that agitate it 
Intu lui'y.** DrCna constitutes the &thomless cave of that 
oceans l^itavari^an its vast vortex, Jalasandha ite mighty 
alUgatefi nnd K^na the rise of the Moon that makes it swell 
with eh^y^^a When that bull amongst the Ffinda- 

pn lus^^^^ speedily gone, piercing through that 

• 1 prefw theyj^ding Stmd/mlaan to JAcuMcuiam, — T, 
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army of mine vast (though it be) like the Ocean, and when 
Yuyudhana also hath followed him, I do not, 0 Sanjaya, see 
the' prospect of even a remnant of my troops being left alive .by 
Savyasachin, and that foremost of car-warrioi^ belonging to the 
Satwata race Beholding those two exceedingly active 

heroes pierce through (the divisions placed in the van), and 
seeing the ruler of the Sindhus also within rea<^ of the shafts 
from Odndiva,^* what, indeed, was the measure adopted by 
the Kuravas impelled by fate f At that time, when all were 
fighting intently, what became of them O sire, I regard 
the assembled Kurus to be overtaken by Death himself ! In- 
deed, their prowess also in battle is no longer seen to be what 
it once was !** Krishna and the son of Panda have both entered 
the (Kuru) host unwounded ! There is none in that host, O 
Sanjaya, capable of resisting, them Many combatants that 
are great car-warriors were admitted by us after examination. 
They are all honored (by us) with pay as each deserves, and 
others with agreeable speeches.** There is none, O son, amongst 
my troops who is not honored with good offices (done to him). 
Elach receives his assigned pay and rations according to thq 
character of his services.** In my army, O Sanjaya, there is 
none who is unskilled in battle, none who receives pay less than 
what he deserves, or none who does not receive any pay.** The 
soldiers are worshipped by me, according to the best of my 
powers, with gifts and honors and seats. The same conduct is 
followed towards them by my sons, my kinsmen, and my 
friends.** Yet on the very approach of Savyasachin have they 
been vanquished by him and by the gnmdson of Cini ! What 
ceui it be but Destiny ?** They who are protecting them, all 
follow the same road, the protected with the protectors t** 
holding Arjuna arrived at the front of Jayadratha, what mea- 
sure was adopted by my foolish Sjon ?*• Beholding S5ty«^ alsoi 
entering the host, what step did Duryodfaana think suitable to 
that occasion ?** Indeed, beholding those two torempi^ 
warriors who are beyond the touch of a|l weapons, enh^ my 
host, what resolution was formed by my wmriors in 

* The construction .of the original is so involved and egaiia ’i^o^astict 
that I do not render ihm two slotat literally.— T, 
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1 think, beholding Krishna of Da(;arha’s race and that ball of 
Cini’s race also both engj^ed for Aijuna’s sake, my sons are 
filled with grief!'* I think, seeing, both Satwata and Aijuna 
pass through my army and the Kurus flying away, my sons are 
filled with grief!" I think, seeing their cm- warriors retreat in 
hopelessness of subjugating the foe-and set their hearts upon 
flying away from the field, my sons are filled with grief !" I 
think, seeing the terraces of their (r»rs made empty by Satwata 
and Arjuna, and seeing' also their combatants slain, my sons are 
filled with grief!" I think, seeing their steeds and elephants 
and cars and heroic combatants by thousands flying away from 
the field with anxiety in their heMts, my sons are filled with 
grief!" I think, seeing many huge elephants fly away, afllicted 
with the shafts of Aijuna, and others fallen and falling, my sons 
are filled with grief!" I think, seeing steeds deprived of riders 
and warriors deprived of cars by Satyaki and Fartha, my sons 
are filled with grief !" I think, large bodies of steeds slain or 
routed by Madhava and Fartha, my sons are filled with grief !" 
I think, seeing large bodies of foot- soldiers flying away in all 
directions, my sons, despairing of success, are filled with grief !•' 
i think, seeing those two heroes pass through Drona’s division 
unvaniuishod within a moment, my sons are filled with 
grief Stupified am I, O son, upon hearing that Krishna 
and Dhananjaya,* those two heroes of unfading glory, have both, 
with Satwata, penetrated into my host f* A flier that foremost 
of car- warriors' among the Cinis, had entered my host, and after 
he had passed through the division of the Bhojas, what did the 
Kauravasdo?" Tell me also, O Sanjaya, how did the battle 
take pla^e ^re wfawe Drona afllicted the Fandavm on the 
field **' Drona is eiiduod with, great might, is the foremost of 
all p^ons, is accoipplished in weapons, and is incapable of 
defeat iiin bsiitle * l^w could the Fanchalas pierce that great 
bowman in the fi^t ?** Desirous of Dbanftnjaya^s victory, 
the bfiveterate foes of Drona, The mighty cair- 

an inveterate ' foe of theirs.**' Thoa art 
akiflid:.' In 'O' ; Sahjava 1 TeU n*e, therefore, every- 
thing eempassing the slaughter of 

the ruler of \lheSii^us!’** - ; . i 
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"Sanjayd said, — 'O bull of BhaMta’s race, overtaken by a 
ealamity that is the direct result of thy own fault, thou sbouldst 
not, O hero, indulge in such lamentalAons like an ordinary 
person I*'' Formerly many of thy wise well-wishers numbering 
Vidura amongst them had told thee, — Do not, O king, atmnHon 
the sons of Panda ! — Theu didst not then heed those words !*• 
The man that heedeth not the counsels of well-wishing friends, 
weepeth, falling into great distress, like thyself !** He of Dagar- 
ha’s race, O king, had formerly begged thee for peace ! For all 
that, Krishna of world- wide fame obtained not his wish !*® 
Ascertaining thy worthlessness, and thy partiality for thy sons, 
thy scepticism in virtue, and thy jealousy towards the Panda- 
vas,*‘ and understanding also thy crooked intentions towards 
the sons of Panda, and hearing thy delirious lamentations, O 
best of kings,** that puissant Lord of all the worlds, that Being, 
acquainted with the truth of everything in all the worlds, viz^ 
Vasudeva, then caused the flame of war to blaze forth among 
the Kurus !** This great and wholesale destruction hath come 
upon thee, brought about by thy own fault 1 O giver of honors, 
it behoveth thee not to impute the fault to Duryodhana !** In the 
development of these incidents no merit of thine is to be seen 
in the beginning, middle, or end 1 This defeat is entirely owing 
to thee I** Therefore, knowing as thou dost the truth about this 
world, be quiet and bear how this fierce battle, resembling 
that between the gods and the Asuraa, took place !** After the 
grandson of Cini, that warrior of prowess incapable of being 
bafiled, had entered into thy host, the P&rtbas headed by 
Bhimasena also rushed against thy troops.** The mighty cmv 
warrior Kritavarman, however, alone, resisted in that battle the 
Pandavas thus rushing in fury and wrath with their followmis 
against thy host.** As the continent resists the surging sea^ 
even so did the son of Hridika resist the troops of the Pita- 
da vas in that battle.** The prowess that we then beheld 
of the son of Hridika Was won<ferfal, in as much as the unifed 
Parthas su<%e^ed not in transgressing his mhgle self** 
the mighty-armed Bhima, piermng Kritavarman with ^ 
shafts, blew his conch, gladdening air the P&ndavaa** 
Sahadeva pierced the son of Hridika with twjhty shifts, ind 
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Yudhishthira the just pierced him with five, and Nahula pierced 
him with a hundred.** And the sons of Draupadi pierced hint 
with three and seventy shafts and Ghatotkacha pierced him 
with seven.** And VirSta and Drupada and Drupada’s son 
(Dhrishtadyumna) each pierced him with five shafts, and 
Cfikhandin, having once pierced him with five,** agun pierced 
him smilingly with five and twenty shafts. Then Elritavarman 
O king, pierced every one of those great cs^warrimrs*' with 
five shafts, and Bhima again with seven. And the son of 
HridikS felled both the bow and the standard of Bhima from 
the latter’s car.** Then that mighty cer-warrior, with great 
speed, wrathfully struck Bhima, whose bow had been cut ofiT 
with** seventy keen shafts in the chest. The mighty Bhima, 
deeply pierced with those excellent' shafts of Hridika’s son, 
trembled on his car like a mountmn during an Earthquake.** 
Beholding Bhimasena in that condition, the Pmthas headed 
by king Yudhishthira the just afflicted Kritavarman, O king, 
shootihg at him many shtdts.** Encompassing that warrior 
there with throngs of cars, O sire, they cheerfully began to 
pierce him with their shafts, desiring to protect the Wind-god’s 
son in that battle.** The mighty Bhimasena then, recover- 
ing consciousness, took up in that battle a dart made of steel 
and equipt with a golden staff,** and hurled it with 'great speed 
from his own car at the car of Kritavarman. That dart re- 
sembling a snake freed from its slough, hurled from Bhima’s 
hands,** fierce-looking as it was, blazed forth as it proceeded 
towards Kritavammui. Beholding that dart endued with the 
s^epdour of the Ftijjra fire coursing towards him,** the son 
of T||pdQc& cut it in twain with two shafta Thereupon that 


difirt decked with i^oM,^^ t^ cut off, fell down on the Earth,** 
ilidtniiUBg the ted points of the compass, O king, like a large 
frdfing fr^m the firmament. Seeing his dart baffled 
iBiLima blazed Upl in wrath.** Then taking up another bow 
which ipiajbaifhlr and w^ was louder, Bhimasena, 

''d%l<d ''^$|^^th| attacked the son of Hridika id that battle.** 
TheO| O kihg, sliiina bf terrible might struck Kritavarman 
o| the ekest i0k five sh«d|B, in consequence 
^;|(|ip^vil O monaitch I** The ruler of the 



BiDBA PaBVA,] 


SBONA PARTI. 


335' 


then, mingled in every limb, O sire, by Bhimasona, shone 
resplendent in the held like a red A^ka, covered with flowers.^* 
Then that mighty bowman, viz., Kritav«rman, filled with rage, 
smilingly struck Bhimasena with three shafts, and having 
struck him forcibly pierced in return every one of those great 
car- warriors struggling vigorously in battle, with three shafts. 
Each of the latter then pierced him in return with seven 
shafts.**'*® Then that mighty car-warrior of the' Sfitwata race, 
filled with rage, cut off, smiling in that* battle, with a razor* 
faced shaft, the bow of Cikhandin.** Cikhandin then, seeing 
his bow cut off, quickly took up a sword and a bright shield 
decked with a hundred moons.** Whirling his large shield 
decked with gold, Oikhandin sent that sword towards the 
car of Kritavarman.** That large sword, cutting off, 0 king, 
Kritavarman’s bow with arrow fixed thereon, fell down on the 
Earth, like, 0 monarch, a bright luminary loosened from the 
firmament.** Meanwhile, those mighty car-warriors quickly 
and deeply pierced Kritavarman with their shafts in that 
battle.*' Then that slayer of hostile heroes, viz., the son of 
Hridika, casting off that broken bow, and taking up another," 
pierced each of the Pandavas with three straight shafts. And 
he pierced Cikhandin at first with three, and then with five 
shafts.** Then the illustrious Cikhandin, taking up another 
bow, checked the son of Hridika with many swift going shafts 
furnished with heads like tortoise nails.** Then, O king, the 
son of Hridika, inflamed with rage in that battle, rush^ im- 
petuously at that mighty car-warrior, viz., the son of Yajna- 
sena,** that wmior, O monarch, who was the cause of the 
illustrious Bhishma’s fall in battle. Indeed, the hmroic Ktitar 
varcaan rushed at Cikhandin, displaying his might, like a t^er 
at an elephant.'* Then those two chastisers of foes, who 
resembled a couple of huge elephants or two blazing fir^ en- 
countered ^h other with clouds of shafts'* And they shcek 
their best of bows, and aimed their arrows, and shot them in 
hundreds like a couple of Suns sh»d<Ung- their rays." ^nd 
those two mighty car-warriors scorched ^h othw with Idutfr 
keen shafts, and shone resplendent like two Suns appealing at 
|he end of the And Kritavarmanjn that lAitle 
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ed that mighty car-warrior, viz., Yajnasena’a son, with three 
and seventy shafts and once more with seven.’* Deeply pierced 
therewith, Cikhandin sat down in pain on the terrace of his car, 
throwing aside his bow and mows, and was overtaken by a 
swoon.** Beholding that hero in a swoon, thy troops, 0 bull 
among men, worshipped the son of Hridika, and waved their 
garments in the air.” Seeing Cikhandin thus afflicted with the 
sh^ts of Hridika’s son, his charioteer quickly bore that mighty 
car-warrior away from' the battle.” The Parthas, beholding 
Cikhanffln lying senseless on the terrace of his car, soon encom- 
passed Kritavarman in that battle with crowds of cars.’* The 
mighty car-warrior Kritavarman then achieved a most wonder- 
ful feat there, inasmuch as, alone, ho held in check all the Par- 
thas with their followers.” Having thus vanquished the P5r- 
fKaa, that mighty car-warrior then vanquished the Chedis, the 
Panchalas, the Srinjayas, and the Kekayas, all of whom are 
endued with great prowess.**® Those forces of the Pandavas 
then, thus slaughtered by the son of Hridika, began to run in 
all directions, unable to stay coolly in battle.*** Having van- 
quished the sons of K-ndu headed by Bhimasona himself, the 
son of Hridika stayed in battle like a blazing fire.*®* Those 
mighty car-wmiors, afflicted with torrents of shafts and routed 
by Hridika’s son in battle, ventured not to face him.’ "*** 


Section CXV. 

‘ Saiyaya said,— /Listen with unfflvided attention, O king, 
to what thou hast aisked me ! After the rout of that force by 
thehigJhsottledson of Hridika,* and upon the Parthas being 
ht^iiated with shame and thy troops elated with joy, he that 
h^mi pe protector of the Pandavas who were solicitous of 
ptotection while sijiking in that fathomless sea of distress,* 
that hero, uji^ ;#he* grandson of Cim, hearing that fierce uproar 
of thy tfi^iliitltot terrible battle, quickly, 0 king, turned 
^ " ti^ed'againat Kritav^arman.* Hrifflka’s son Kritar 
I exmtOd with wpth, covered the grandson of 
thafts. At thffl, Satyaki also be- 
I®*.* The gri^dsoh of Cini then quickly 
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apod at Kritavarman a sharp and broad-headed arrow in that 
encounter and then four other arrows.* These four arrows slew 
the four steeds of Kritavarman, and the other cut off Krita^ 
varman’s bow. Then "Satyaki pierced the charioteer of his foe 
and those that protected the latter’s rear, with many ^een 
shafts.* Having made Kritavarman earless, Satyaki, of prow- 
ess incapable of being baffled, then began, with his straight 
shafts, to afflict his antagonist’s forces.? The hostile division 
then, afflicted with Satyaki's arrows, broke. Thereupon Satya- 
ki, of prowess incapable of being baffled, quickly proceeded on 
his way,* Hear now, O king, what that hero of great valor then 
did unto thy troops ! Having, O monarch, forded the ocean 
constituted by Drona’s division,* and lilled with joy at having 
vanquished Kritavarman in battle, that horo then addressed his 
charioteer, saying, — Proceed slowly without fear !** — Beholding, 
however, that army of thine that abounded with cars and steeds 
and elephants, and that teemed with foot-soldiers, Satyaki once 
more said unto his charioteer,** — That large division which 
thou soest on the left of Drona’s host, and which looks dark as 
the clouds, consists of the elephants (of the foe). Bukmaratha 
is its leader !** Those elephants are many, O charioteer, and 
are difficult of being resisted in battle. Urged by Duryodhana, 
they wait for me, prepared to cast away their lives !** All those 
combatants are princes by birth, are great bowmen, and capable 
of displaying great prowess in battle. Belonging to the country 
of the Trigartas, they are all illustrious car-warriors, owning 
standards decked with gold.** Those brave warriors are wait- 
ing, desirous of battle with me ! Urge the steeds quickly, 
O charioteer, and take me thither 1‘* I shall fight with th^ 
Trigartas in the very sight of Bharadwaja’s son ! — ^Thus addrbssr 
ed. the charioteer, obedient to Satwata’s will, proceeded slpw- 
ly,'* Upon that bright car of solar effulgence, «Kluipt wii^ 
standard, those excellent steeds harnessed thereto and perfeistly 
obedient to the driver, endued with speed of the wind^ apd 
white as the Kunda flower, or the rnqfpii or silver, bore hinji; 
that spot). As he advanced to battlew ^Wh by thoiK) excellent; 
steeds of the hue of a oonch,**"** those b^ye wariiors^^ 
passed him on all aidee with their elephpid^ dithi^ 

43 
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kinds of keen arrows capable of easily piercing everything.’* 
Satwata also fought with that elephant division, shooting his 
kech shafts like a mighty cloud at the end of summer pouring 
torrents of rain on a mountain-breast.*® Those elephants, 
slaughtered with those shafts, whose touch resembled thunder, 
sped by that foremost one among the Cinis, began to fly away 
from the field,” their tusks broken, bodies covered with blood, 
heads and frontal globes split open, ears and faces and trunks 
cut oflf, and themselves deprived of riders and standards.** 
Many elephants, their skins cut open, bells broken, tall standards 
cut djwn, riders slain, and blankets loosened, ran away, O king, 
in all directions.** Many amongst them, O monarch, mangled 
by Satwata with long shafts and calf-tooth-headed arrows and 
broad-headed arrows and Anjalikas and razor-faced arrows and 
crescent-shaped ones, fled away, with blood flowing down their 
bodies, and themselves ejecting urine and excreta and uttering 
loud and diverse cries deep as the roar of clouds.**"*' And some 
amongst the others wandered, and some limped, and some fell 
down, and some became pale and cheerless. Thus afflicted by 
Yuyudhana, with shafts that resembled the Sun or fire, that ele- 
phant division fled away in all directions. After that elephant 
division was exterminated, the mighty Jalasandha,**"" exerting 
himself coolly, led his elephant before Yuyudhana’s car drawn by 
white steeds. Cased in golden mail, decked with golden Anga- 
dae, with ear-rings and diadem, armed with sword, smeared 
with red sandal paste, his head encircled with a blazing chain 
of gold, his breast covered with a curass, his neck adorned with 
o bright garland (of gold), that hero of sinless soul, stationed on 
the head of his eiepphant, and shaking his bow decked with 
gold,**^ looked resflendenti O king, like a cloud charged with 
iightniag. Like the! continent resisting the siurging sea, Satyaki 
checked that e||^lle4t elephant of the ruler of the Magadhas 
that approach^^iml with such finry. Beholding the elephant 
chocked by excellent shafts of Yuyudhana, *’“•* the mighty 
JalasandlsilJl^mB filled with rage. Then, O king, the enraged 
Jalasandhavr-^rced fOini*s grandson on his broad chest with 
some slililli/^ igreaf fbi^fsei. With another sharp and well- tem- 
pered' a^^^illfei-he^ed arrow, he cut off the bow of -the 
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Vrishni hero while the latter was drawing it. And then, O 
Bharata, smiling the while, the heroic ruler of the Magadhas 
pierced the bowless Satyaki with five keen shafts. The valiant 
and mighty-armed Satyaki, however, though pierced with many 
shafts by Jalasandha,**”®* trembled not in the least. ^11^ this 
seemed exceedingly wonderful Then the mighty Yuyudhana, 
without any fear, thought of the shafts (he should use).*^ 
Taking up another bow, ho addressed Jalasandha, saying, — Wait, 
Wait ! — Saying this much, the grandson of Cini deeply pierced 
Jalasandha on his broad breast with sixty arrows, smiling the 
while. And with another razor- faced arrow of great sharpness 
ho cut off Jalasandha’s bow at the handle, and with three more 
shafts ho pierced Jalasandha himself. Then Jalasandha, casting 
aside that bow of his with arrow fixed thereon,**"** hurled a lance, 
O sire, at Satyaki. That terrible lance, passing through the 
left arm of Madhava in that fierce battle, entered the Earth 
like a hissing snake of gigantic proportions. After his left arm 
had thus been pierced, Satyaki, of prowess incapable of being 
baffled, struck Jalasandha -with thirty keen shafts. The 
mighty Jalasandha then, taking up his scimitar,** and a large 
shield made of bull’s hide and decked with a hundred moons, 
whirled the former for a while and hurled* it at Satwata.** 
Cutting off the bow of Cini’s grandson, that scimitar fell down 
on the Earth, and looked resplendent like a circle of fire, as it 
lay on the Earth.** Then Yuyudhana took up another bow 
capable of piercing every body, large as a Qala offshoot, and of 
twang resembling the roar of Indra’s thunder,** and, filled 
with rage, stretched it and then pierced Jalasandha with a 
single shaft. And then Satyaki, that foremost one of Madhu’s 
race, smiling the while, cut off, with a pair of razor-faced 
arrows, the two arms, decked with ornaments, of Jalasatadba. 
Thereupon those two arms, looking like a couple of spiked 
maces, fell down from that foremost of elephants,*'"** like a coiipie 
of five-headed snakes falling down from a mountain. And then, , 
with a third razor-headed arrow, Satyaki cut off his antagonist's 
large head endued with beautiful teeth and adorned with ft pair 
of beautiful oar-rings. The headless and ai^mlesR tronh, cff fear- ^ 
fill aspect,*'"*® dyed Jalasandha’s elephant with hlbod, paving 
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Blain Jalasandha in battle, Satwata quickly'* felled the wooden 
edifice, O king, from that elephant’s back. Bathed in blood, 
the elephant of Jalasandha** bore that costly seat hanging 
down from his back. And afflicted with the mrows of Satwata, 
the Jiuge beast crushed friendly ranks” as it ran wildly, 
uttering fierce cries of pain. Then, O sire, wails of woe 
arose among thy troops,** at sight of Jalasandha slain by 
that bull among the Vrishnis. Thy warriors then, turning their 
faces, fled away in all directions.** Indeed, despairing of suc- 
cess over the foe, they set their hearts on flight. Meanwhile, 
O king, Drona, that foremost of all wielders of bows,” ap- 
proached the mighty car-warrior Yuyudhana, home by his 
swift coursers. Many bulls among the Kurus, beholding Cini’s 
grandson swelling (with rage and pride),*'' rushed at liim with 
fury, accompanied by Drona. Then commenced a battle, O 
king, between the Kurus and Drona (cm one .side) and Yuyu- 
dhana (on the other), that resembled the awful battle of old 
between the gods and tlie Aauraa' ”** 

Section CXVL 

Sanjaya 3 aid,-*-‘Shooting clouds of arrows, all those war- 
riors, accomplished in smiting, carefully and speedily, O mon- 
arch, encountered YuyudhSna.* Drona struck him with seven 
and seventy shafts of great keenness. And Durmarshana struck 
him with a dozen, and Dusscdia struck him with ten shafts.* And 
Vikarna also pierced him on the left side as also on the centre 
of the cheat, with thirty keen shafts equipt with Kanka feath- 
ers.* A nd Durmukha struck him with ten shafts, and Dus^asana 
with eight, and Chitriaena, O sire, pierced him with a couple of 
ehaflk* And Duryoidhana, O king, and many other heroes, 
afifiictbd tliai mighty |>ar-warriQr with dense showers of shafts 
in that battle.* l^hoagh checked on all sides by those mighty 
osw-warrio!ra«,|^ thy sons, Yuyudhana of Vrishni’s race pierced 
each of '^^-^arately with his straight shafts.* Indeed, ho 
pierced Bi^odwaja with three shafts, and Duasaha 

with niitf,^^ Vika^ with twenty, and Chitrasena 

with sevcii^*1»nd Durmarshana with a dozen, and Vivingcati 
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wUh eight, and Satyavrata with nine, and Vijaya with ten 
shafts.* And having pierced Bukmangada also, that mighty 
car- warrior, viz., Satyaki, shaking his bow, ^ speedily proceeded 
against thy son (Dnryodhana).* And Yuyudhana, in the sight 
of all men, deeply pierced with his arrows the king, that 
greatest of car-warriors in the whole world. Then commenced 
a battle between those two.** Both shooting keen arrows and 
both aiming countless shafts, each of tboi^ mighty car- warriors 
made the other invisible in that battle.** And Satyaki, pierced 
by the Kuru king, looked exceedingly resplendent as blood copi- 
ously ran adown his body like a sandal trgg shedding its juicy 
secretions.** Thy son also, pierced by Satwata with clouds of 
shafts, looked beautiful like a snake set up (at a sacrifice) decked 
all over with gold.** Then Madhava, O king, in that battle, 
cut off with a razor-faced arrow, smiling the while, the bow of 
the Kuru king.** And then he pierced the bowless king with 
countless arrows. Pierced with arrows by that foe of great acti- 
vity,** the king could not brook this indication of the enemy’s 
success. Duryudhana then, taking up another formidable bow the 
back of whose staff was decked with gold,** speedily pierced 
Satyaki with a hundred arrows. Deeply pierced by thy mighty 
son armed with the bow,** Yuyudhana became inflamed with 
wrath and began to afflict thy son. Beholding the king thus 
afflicted, thy sons, those mighty car- warriors,** shrouded Satyaki 
with dense showers of arrows shot with great force. Whilst being 
thus shrouded by those mighty car- warriors, viz,, thy multitude 
of sons,*® Yuyudhana pierced each of them with five arrows, and 
once more with seven. And soon he pierced Duryodhana with 
eight swift SBirows*® and, smiling the while, cut off the latter’s 
bow that frightened all foes. And with a few arrows he also 
felled the king’s standard decked with a jewelled elephant.** 
And slaying then the four steeds of Duryodhana with four keep 
arrows, the illustrious Satyaki felled the king’s charioteer with 
a razor-faced shaft.** Meanwhile, Yuyudhana, filled with joy, 
pierced that mighty car-warrior, viz., the Kuru king, with many 
arrows capable of penetrating into the ypry vitals.** Th^, 
O king, thy son Duryodhana, while being thus struck in tli^ 
battle with those excellent arrows of Cini’s grandson, suddenly 
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fled away.** And the king quickly mounted the car of Chitra- 
sena armed with the h iw. Beholding the king thus attacked 
by Satyaki in battle, and reduced to the position of Soma in tho 
firmament while seized by Mdhu, cries of woe arose from every 
of the universe. Hearing that uproar, the mighty car- 
warrior Kritavarman®*"** quickly proceeded to that spot where 
the puissant Madhava was battling. And Kritavarman proceeded, 
shaking his bow, and urging his steeds,*® and reproving his 
charioteer with the words , — Go with speed, Go with speed ! — 
Beholding Kritavarman rushing towards him like the Destroyer 
himself with wide open mouth,** Yuyudhana, O king, addressed 
his driver, saying, — That Kritavarman, armed with arrows, is 
rushing on his car towards me with speed !** Proceed, on this 
car, against that foremost one among all car-warriors ! — Then, 
with his steeds urged to their greatest speed, and on his car 
duly equipt,** Satyaki came upon the ruler of the Bhojas, that 
foremost of all bowmen. Then those two tigers among men, both 
inflamed with rage and both resembling a blazing fire, encoun- 
tered each other like two tigers endued with great activity. 
Kritavarman pierced Cini’s grandson with six and twenty whet- 
ted arrows of keen points, and the latter’s driver with five 
arrows. And skilled in battle, the son of Hridika pierced, 
with four mighty shafts, the four excellen,t and well-broken 
steeds of Satyaki that were of the Sindhu’breed. Owning a 
qtandard decked with gold, and adorned with golden mail, Krita- 
varman, shaking his formidable bow whose staff was decked 
with gold, thus chocked Yuyudhana with shafts equipt with 
golden wings. Then tho grandson of Cini, desirous of seeing 
Dhanahjaya, sped with great activity eight arrows at Krita- 
varUian. That sqorcher of foes then, deeply jpiercod by that 
mighty foe,**"**-^fhat invincible warrior,— began to tremble like 
a hill durii^ an 'earthquake. After this, Satyaki, of prowess 
incapable qf -being baffled, speedily pierced i^ritavarman’s four 
Btee^:*!l)^i%::ihree.and sixty keen arrows, and his driver also 
with''|i|^;- Indeed, Sajyaki, then aiming another arrow of 
golden wings,”"**" that Iniitted blazing flames and resembled 
art‘:B&Br.y snake car the" rod of tho Destroyer himself, pierced 
Krif^ilfman therewith.** That terrible arrow, penetrating 
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through his antagonist’s effulgent armour decked with" gold, 
entered the Earth, dyed with blood.^® Afflicted with the shafts 
of Satwata, and bathed in blood in that battle, Kritavarman 
throwing aside his bow with arrow, fell up(Ax his car.*^^ That 
lion-toothed hero of immea^iUrable prowess, that bull ainepg 
men, afflicted by Satyabi with his arrows, fell on his knees upon 
the terrace of his car.^® Having thus resisted Kritavarman who 
resembled the thousand-armed Arjuna of old or Ocean himself 
of immeasurable might, Satyabi proceeded onwards.^* Passing 
through Kritavarman’s division bristling with swords and darts 
and bows, and abounding with elephants and steeds and cars, 
and the ground under whose feet was rendered awful in conse- 
quence of the blood shed by foremost of Kshatriyas numbering 
by hundreds, that bull among the Cinis proceeded onwards, in 
the very sight of all the troops, like the slayer of Vritra through 
the Asuva array Meanwhile the mighty son of Hridika, 
taking up another huge bow, stayed where he was, resisting the 
Pandavas in battle/ 


Section CXVIl. 

‘*Sanjaya said, — ‘While the (Kuru) host was made to tremble 
by the grandson pf Cini in those places (through which he pro- 
ceeded), the soil of Bharadwaja covered him with a dense shower 
of arrows/ The encounter that then took place between Drona 
and Satwata iri the very sight of all the troops was extre1ne|y 
fierce like that between Vali and Vasava (in days of old).* Then 
Drona pierced the grandson of Cini on the forehead with three 
beautiful arrows made entirely of iron and resembling snakes 
of virulent poisbn.* Thus pierced on the forehead with those 
straight shafts, Yuyudhana, O king, looked beautiful like a 
mountain with thrfee summits.'* The son of Bharadwaja, al- 
ways on the alerf for an opportunity, then sped in that battle 
many other arrows at Satyabi whose whiz resembled the roar 
of Indra’s thunder.® Then he of Da^arha’s ra(^, acquain^d ^ 

.] - - — I . , i i i i>. 

* though ifc occurs in all the texts, is au error. UtHfne 

seeme to me to be the correct reading.— -T. 
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•with the highest weapons, ciit dff lill those arrows shot 
Drona’s bow, with two beantifally winged arrows of his.* 
holding that lightness of hand (in 3&tyaki), Drona, O king, 
smiling the while, suddenly pierced that bull among the Cinis 
wi^ thirty arrows.* Surpassing by his own lightness the light-, 
ness of YuyudhSna, Drona once more pierced the latter with 
fifty arrows and then with a hundred.* Indeed, those mangling 
arrows, O king, issued from DrOna’s car like vigorous snakes 
in wrath issuing through an ant-hill.’ Similarly, blood-drinking 
arrows shot by Yuyudhana in hundreds and thousands covered 
the car of Drona.” We did not mark any difference, however, 
betwem the lightness of hand ' displayed by that foremost of 
regenerate ones and that displayed by him of the Satwata race. 
Indeed, in this respect both those bulls amongrmen v^ere equal.” 
Then Satyaki, inflamed with wrath, struck Drona with nine 
strmght arrows. And he struck Drona’s standard also with many 
sharp shafts.” And in the sight of Bharadwaja, he pierced the 
latter’s driver also with a hundred arrows. Beholding the light- 
ness of haijd displayed by Yuyudhana, the mighty car- warrior 
Drona” piercing Yuyudhana’s driver with seventy shafts, and 
each of his (four) steeds with three, cut off with 4 single arrow 
the standard that stood on Miidhava’s car.” With another broad-> 
headed arrow equipt with feathers and with wings of gold, he cut 
off in that battle the bow of that .illustrious hero of Madhu’s 
race.” Thereupon the mighty car-warrior .Satyaki, excited with 
\#ath, laid aside that bow, and taking up a huge'iqace, hurled it 
*at the son of Bharadwaja.” Drona, however, with many arrows 
of diverse forms, resisted that mace made of iron and twined 
round with Strings, as it coursed impetuously towwds him.” 
Then SatyaW;^, of prowess incapable of being baflSfed, took up 
another bow and pieimed the" heroic son of Bharadwaja with 
' many arrow;! w'hetted on stone.” " ‘ Piercing “ Drona therewith in 
that battle, YuyudhfUia uttered a leo&ine shouti Dronay^ however, 
that foi^itaost of all wielders of weapons, was unable to brook 
that lapiiff.*’ iraking'iip a dart made of iron and equipt with, a 
igolden iti^^ quickly at the car of Madhava.** 

Thiljijiart, however, ffatal as Death, without touching the grarid- 
idfi pkrcedithrough the latter’s ciur tmd eritored the 
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j^rth with a fierce noise.*^ . 'the grandson of Cini then, O king, 
pierced Drona with many winged arrows* Indeed, striking him 
on the right arm, Satyaki, O bull of Bharata’s race, afflicted 
him greatly !** Drona also, in that battle, O king, cut off the 
huge bow of Madhava with a crescent-shaped arrow and'smbte 
the latter’s driver with a dart.*® Struck with that dart, Yuyu- 
dhana’s driver swooned away and for a while lay motionless 
on the terrace of the car.^^ Then, O monarch, Satyaki, acting 
as his own driver, achieved a superhuman feat, inasmuch as 
he continued to fight with Drona and hold the reins himself.** 
Then the mighty car-warrior Yuyudhana struck that Brahmana 
with a hundred arrows in that battle, and rejoiced exceedingly, 
O monarch, at the feat he achieved.** Then Drona, O Bharata, 
sped at Satyaki five arrows. Those fierce arrows, piercing 
Satyaki’s armour, drank his blood in that battle,*^ Thus pierc- 
ed with those frightful arrows, Satyaki became inflamed with 
wrath. In return that hero shot many shafts at him of the 
golden car.*®. Then felling on the Earth with a single shaft 
the driver of Drona, he caused next, with his arrows, those 
driverless steeds of his antagonist to fly away.*® Thereupon 
that car was dragged to a distance. Indeed, the bright chariot 
of Drona, O king, began to trace a thousand circles in the 
field of battle like a Sun in motion, Then all the kings and 
princes (of the Kaurava host) made a loud uproar, exclaiming, 
— Run, Rush, Seize the steeds of Drona !*^ — Quickly abandon- 
ing Satyaki in that battle, O monarch, all those mighty cRr- 
warriors rushed to the place where Drona was.®* Beholding 
those car- warriors run away afflicted with the arrows of Satyaki, 
thy troops once more broke and became exceedingly cheerless.*® 
Meanwhile Drona, once more proceeding to the gate of the 
array, took up his station there, borne away (from Satyaki’a 
presence) by those steeds, fleet as the wind, that had been 
afflicted with the shafts of the Vrishni hero.®* The valiant 
son of Bharadwaja, beholding the array broken (in his absence) 
by the Pandavas and the Panchalas, made no endeavour to 
follow the grandson of Cini, but employed himself "in protect- 
ing his (broken) array.®* Checking the Pandavas and the Pan- 
chalas then, the Drona fire, blazing up in w^th, stayed there^ 
44 
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consuming everything, like the Sun that rises at the end of 
the Tuga: 


Section CXVIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Having vanquished Drona and other war- 
riors of thy army headed by the son of Hridika, that foremost 
of men, viz., that bull amongst the Cinis, O foremost one of 
the Kurus, laughing, said unto his charioteer,* — Our foes, O 
Siita, had already been consumed by Ke<;ava and Phalguna ! 
In vanquishing them (again), we have only been the (ostensible) 
means ! Already slain by that bull among men, viz.y the sou 
of the celestial chief, we have but slain the slain — Saying 
these words unto his charioteer, that bull amongst the Cinis, 
that foremost of bowmen, that slayer of hostile heroes, that 
mighty warrior, scattering with great force his arrows all 
around in that dreadful battle, proceeded like a hawk in search 
of prey*® The Kuru warriors, although they attacked him 
from all sides, succeeded not in resisting that foremost of car- 
warriors resembling the Sun himself of a thousand rays, that 
foremost of men, who, having pierced the Kaurava ranks, was 
proceeding, borne by those excellent steeds of his that were 
white as the moon or a conch."^ Indeed, O Bharata, none 
amongst those that fought on thy side could resist Yuyudhana 
of irresistible prowess, of might incapable of impairment, of 
valour equal to that of him of a thousand eyes, and looking like 
the autumnal Sun in the firmament.® Then that foremost of 
kings, viz,y Sudar 5 ana, conversant with all modes of warfare, 
clad in golden coat of mail, armed with bow and arrows, and 
filled with rage, advanced against the rushing Satyaki and 
endeavoured to check his course.® The encounter that took 
place between them was fierce in the extreme. And both thy 
warriors and the Somakas, O king, highly applauded the en- 
counter between Vritra and Vasava.^ Sudar<jana endeavoured 
to pierce that foremost one of the Satwata s in that battle, 
with hundreds of keen shafts. That bull among the Cinis, 
however, 0 king, cut oif all those shafts before they could 
reach him,® ^iiaylarly, Sudar^ana, stationed on his foremost of 
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cars, cut off, by means of his own excellent shafts, in two or 
three fragments, all the shafts that Satyaki resembling Indra 
himself sped at him.’ Beholding his shafts baffled by the force 
of Satyaki’s shafts, Sudar^ana of fierce energy, as if to* con- 
sume (his foe), wrathfully shot some beautiful arrows winged 
with gold.** And once more he pierced hife enemy with three 
beautiful arrows resembling fire itself and equipt with wings of 
gold, shot from his bow-string drawn to the ear. These, pierc- 
ing through Satyaki’s armour, penetrated into the latter’s 
body.** Similarly, that prince {viz.^ Sudarcjana), aiming four 
other blazing arrows, smote therewith the four steeds of Satya- 
ki that were white as silver in hue.** Thus afflicted by him, 
the grandson of Cini, endued with great activity and possessed 
of prowess equal to that of Indra himself, speedily slew with 
his keen shafts the steeds of Sudar^ana and uttered a loud 
roar.*® Then cutting off with a broad-headed arrow 'endued 
with the force of Cakra’s thunder, the head of Sndar^ana’s 
driver, that foremost one amongst the Cinis, with a razor-faced 
arrow resembling the Tuga fire, cut off from Sudar9ana’s trunk 
his head graced with ear-rings, resembling the moon at full, 
and decked with an exceedingly radiant face, like the wielder 
of the thunder, O king, in days old, forcibly cutting off the 
head of the mighty Vala in battle !**’** That high-souled bull 
among the Yadus then, endued with great activity, having thus 
slain that grandson of a prince, became filled with delight and 
shone resplendent, O monarch, like the chief of the celestials 
himself.*’ Yuyudhana then, that hero among men, proceeded 
along the track by which Arjuna had passed before him, check- 
ing (as he went) by means of clouds of shafts all thy troops, 
and riding on that same car of his, O king, unto which were 
yoked those excellent steeds, and filling everybody with amaze- 
ment*.*'* All the foremost of warriors there, assembled together, 
applauded that foremost of amazing feats achieved by him, for 
he consumed all foes that came within reach of his arrows like 
a conflagration consuming everything in its way.”’** 
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Section CXIX. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Then that bull of Vrishni's race, viz,, the 
hi.gh-souled Satyaki of great intelligence, having slain Sudar- 
9 ana, once more addressed his driver, saying,* — Having ford- 
ed through the almost iinfordable ocean of Drona’s division 
teeming with cars and steeds and elephants, whose waves are 
constituted by arrows and darts, fishes by swords and scimitars, 
and alligators by maces, which roars with the whiz of shafts 
and the clash of diverse weapons, — an ocean that is fierce and 
destructive of life and resounds with the noise of diverse musi- 
cal instruments, whose touch is unpleasant and unbearable to 
warriors desirous of victory, and whose margent is infested by 
fierce cannibals represented by the force of Jalasandha, — I think 
the portion of the array that remains may easily be forded like 
a miserable stream of shallow water. Urge thou the steeds, 
therefore, without fear I®*'® I think I am very near to Savya- 
sachin ! Having vanquished in battle the invincible Drona 
with his followers,® and that foremost of warriors, viz,, the son 
of Hridika, I think I cannot be distant from Dhananjaya. Fear 
never comes to my heart even if I behold countless foes before 
me These to me are like a heap of straw and grass to a blaz- 
ing conflagration in the woods. Behold, the track by which the 
diadem-decked (Arjuna), that foremost one among the Pandavas, 
hath gone,® is rendered uneven with large bodies of foot soldiers 
and steeds and car- warriors and elephants lying slain on the 
ground ! Behold, routed by that high-souled warrior, the 
Kaurava army is flying away 1® Behold, O charioteer, a dark 
brown dust is raised by those retreating cars and elephants and 
steeds I think I am very near to Arjuna of white steeds 
having Krishna for his charioteer ! Hark, the well-known twang 
of Gandiva of imm^surable energy is being heard 1** From 
the character the t)mens that appear to my view, I am stiro 
that AVjuna Will slay the ruler of the Sindhus before the Sun 
sets.** Without causing their strength to be spent, urge the 
steeds slowly \o Nvhere those hostile ranks are staying, that is, 
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to where yonder warriors headed by Dnryodhana, their hands 
cased in leathern fences,^* and yonder Kamvojas of fierce deeds, 
clad in mail and difficult of defeat in battle, and those Yavanas 
armed with boW and arrows and skilled in smiting,^* and ^yon- 
der Cakas and Kiratas and Daradas and Barbaras and Tamra- 
liptakas, and other countless Mlecchas armed with diverse wear 
pons, are/* — to the spot (I repeat) where, indeed, yonder warriors 
headed by Duryodhana, their hands cased in leathern fences, — 
are waiting with their faces turned towards me and inspired with 
the resolution of battling with me Regard me to have already 
passed through this fierce fastness, O Sata, having slain in 
battle all these combatants with cars and elephants and steeds 
and foot-soldiers that are amongst them — 

“ ‘The charioteer, thus addressed, said, — O thou of Vrishni's 
race, fear I have none, O thou of prowes that cannot be baffled t 
If thou hast before thee Jamadagni s son himself in wrath,** 
or Drona, that foremost of car-warriors, or Kripa, or the ruler 
of the Madras himself, even then fear doth not enter my heart, 
O thou of mighty arms, as long as I am under the shadow of 
thy protection O slayer of foes, countless Kamvojas, clad 
in mail, of fierce deeds, and difficult of defeat in battle, have 
already been vanquished by thee,*® as also many Yavanas armed 
with bow and arrows and accomplished in smiting, including 
Cakas and Kiratas and Daradas and Barbaras and Tamralipta- 
kas,** and many other Mlecchas armed with various weapons. 
Never before did I experience fear in any battle !** Why shall 
I, therefore, O thou of great courage, experience any fear in* 
this miserable fray ?* O thou that art blessed with length of 
days, by which way shall I take thee to where Dhananjaya is ?** 
With whom hast thou been angry, 0 thou df Vrishni’s race ? 
Who are they for whom Death waits ? Who are they that 
desire to repair today to the abode of Yama ?** Who are they 
that will fly away from battle, beholding thee endued with such 
prowess, resembling the Destroyer himself as he appears at the 
end of the Yuga, and putting forth that prowess of thine 

^ Literally rendered, the expression is, this battle that is like 
the vestige of a cow’s hoof ?” — T. 
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(against thy foos) ? O thou of mighty arms, who are they of 
whom king Vaivaswat is thinking today ?** — 

“ *Satyaki said, — Like Vasava destroying the Ddnavas, I 
shall slay these warriors with shaved heads. By slaying these 
Kamvojas I will fulfil my vow ! Bear me thither 1*® Causing a 
great carnage amongst these, I shall today repair to the dear son 
of Pandu 1 The Kauravas with Suyodhana at their head will today 
behold my prowess when this division of Mlecchas, of shaved 
heads, will have been exterminated and the whole Kaurava army 
put to the greatest distress ! Hearing the loud wails of the 
Kaurava host today while mangled and broken by me in battle, 
Suyodhana will be inspired with grief ! Today I shall show unto 
my preceptor, the high-souled Pandava of white steeds, the skill 
in weapons acquired by me from him ! Beholding today thou- 
sands of foremost warriors slain with my arrows, king Duryo- 
dhana will be plunged into great grief ! The Kauravas will 
today behold the bow in my hands to resemble a circle of fire 
when, light-handed as I am, I will stretch the bowstring for 
shooting my host of shafts. Beholding the incessant slaughter 
of his troops today, their bodies covered with blood and pierced 
all over with ray shafts, Suyodhana will be filled with grief ! 
While I shall slay in wrath the foremost of Kuru warriors,*®"”®® 
Suyodhana will today behold the world to contain two Arjunas ! 
Beholding thousands of kings slain by me in battle, king 
Duryodhana will be filled with grief in today s great battle ! 
Slaying thousands of kings today I will show my love and devo- 
tion to those high-souled ones, viz,, the royal sons of Pandu ! 
The Kauravas will know today the measure of my might and 
energy, and my gratefulness (to the Pandavas) 

“Sanjaya continued, — *Thus addressed, the charioteer urged 
to their utmost speed those well-trained coursers of delightful 
pace and the hue of the moon.®^ Those excellent animals, 
endued with the speed of the wind or thought, proceeded, 
devouring the very skies, and bore Yuyudhana to the spot 
where those Havanas were.®* Thereupon the Yavanas, many in 
number and endued with lightness of hands, approaching the 
unretreating Satyaki, covered him with shoWers of arrows.®^ 
The rushing*Sfttyaki, however, O king, cut off, by means of his 
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own straight arrows, all those shafts and weapons of the Yava- 
nas. None of those shafts and weapons, therefore, could reach 
him.*“ Inflamed with wrath, Yuyudhana then, with his 
straight shafts of great sharpness winged with gold and ^ vul- 
turine feathers, cut oflf the heads and arms of those Yavanas.'* 
Many of those arrows, again, piercing through their coats of 
mail made of iron and brass, entered the Earth.** Struck by 
the brave Satyaki in that battle, the Ml^cchas began to fall 
down on the Earth in hundreds, deprived of life,** With his 
arrows shot in continuous lines frem his bow drawn to its fullest 
stretch, that hero began to slay five, six, seven, or eight Yava^ 
nas at a time.** Thousands of Kamvojas, and Cakas, and Bar- 
baras, were similarly slain by Satyaki.** Indeed, the grandson 
of Cini, causing a great carnage among thy troops, made the 
Earth impassable and miry with flesh and blood.** The field 
of battle was strewn with the head-gears of those robbers and 
their shaved heads too that looked, in consequence of their long 
beards, like featherless birds.** Indeed, the field of battle 
covered with headless trunks dyed all over with blood, looked 
beautiful like the welkin covered with coppery clouds.** Slain 
by Satwata by means of his straight shafts whose touch resem- 
bled that of Indra’s thunder, the Yavanas covered the surface 
of the Earth.*’ The sm'all remnant of those mail-clad troops, 
vanquished in battle, O king, by Satwata, becoming cheerless, 
their lives on the point of being taken, broke** and urging their 
steeds with goads and whips to their utmost speed, fled from fear 
in all directions.** Routing the invincible Kamvoja host in 
battle, O Bharata, as also that host of the Yavanas and that 
large force of the Cakas,** that tiger among men who had pene- 
trated into thy army, viz., Satyaki, of prowess incapable of 
being baffled, crowned with victory, urged his charioteer, saying, 
— Proceed !*’ — Beholding that feat of his in battle, never before 
achieved by any one else, the Charanas and the Go/ndharvoB 
applauded him highly.** Indeed, O king, the ChdTanas, as 
also thy warriors, beholding Yuyudhana thus proceed for aiding 
Arjuna, became filled with delight (at his heroism).’ ”** 
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Section CXX. 

"Sanjaya said,— ‘Having vanquished the Yavanas and the 
Kamvojas, that foremost of car-warriors, viz., Yuyudhana, pro- 
ceeded towards Arjuna, right through the midst of thy troops.* 
Like a hunter slaying deer, that tiger among men, (viz., Satya- 
ki), endued with beautiful teeth, clad in excellent armour, and 
owning a beautiful standard, slew the Kaurava troops and 
inspired them with fear,* Proceeding on his car, he shook his 
bow with great force, that bow the back of whose staff was 
decked with gold, whose toughness was great, and which was 
adorned with many golden moons.' His arms decked with 
golden Angadas, his head-gear adorned with gold, his body 
clad in golden mail, his standard and bow also embellished with 
gold, that hero shone like the summit of Meru.* Himself 
shedding such effulgence, and bearing that circular bow in his 
hand, he looked like a second Sun in autumn.' That bull 
among men, possessing the shoulders and tread and eyes of 
a bull, looked in the midst of thy troops, like a bull in a 
cowpen.* Thy warriors approached him from desire of slaughter 
like tigers approaching the leader, with rent temples, of an 
elephantine herd standing proudly in the midst of his herd, 
resembling as he did, and possessed as he was of the tread 
of an infuriate elephant. Indeed, after he had passed through 
Drona’s division, and the unfordable division of the Bhojas,’"* 
after he had forded through the sea of Jalasandba’s troops 
as also the host of the Kamvojas, after he had escaped the 
alligator constituted by Hridika’s son, after he had traversed 
those ocean-like hosts,* many car- warriors of thy army, ex- 
cited with wrath, surrounded Satyaki. And Duryodhana and 
Chitrasena and Das 9 asaaa and Yivinggati,** and Cakuni and 
Dussaha, and the youthful Durdharshana, and Kratha, and 
many otbepr htave warriors well conversant with weapons 
and.difficalt of defeat," wrathfally followed Satyaki from be- 
hind as t|w6 ^oceeded onwards. Then, O sire, loud was the 
Mproftf among thy troops," resembling that of the 
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Ocean itself at full tide when lashed into fury by the tempest. 
Beholding all those warriors rushing at him, that bull among 
the Cinis^® smilingly addressed his charioteer, saying, — Proceed 
slowly. This Dhartarashtra force, swelling (with rage ahd 
pride), and teeming with elephants and , steeds and cars and 
foot-soldiers, that is rushing with speed towards me, filling the 
ten points of the compass with the deep roar of its cars, O 
charioteer,^® and causing the Earth, the welkin, and the very 
seas, to tremble therewith, — this sea of troops, O driver, I will 
resist in great battle,^® like the continent resisting the ocean 
swelling to its utmost height at full moon ! Behold, O chariot* 
cer, my prowess which is equal to that of Indra himself in great 
battle I will consume this hostile force by means of my 
whetted arrows ! Behold those foot-soldiers and horsemen and 
car-warriors and elephants slain by me** in thousands, their 
bodies pierced with my fiery arrows ! — While saying these words 
(unto his charioteer), those combatants, from desire of battle, 
speedily came before Satyaki of immeasurable prowess. They 
made a loud noise, saying, as they came, — Slay, Rush, Wait, See, 
See — Of those brave warriors that said these words, Satya* 

ki, by means of his sharp arrows, slew three hundred horsemen 
and four hundred elephants.** The passage at arms between 
those united bowmen (on the one side) and Satyaki (on the 
other) was exceedingly fierce, resembling that between the gods 
and the (in days of old). An awful carnage set in.** 

The grandson of Cini received with his shafts resembling snakes 
of virulent poison that force, O sire, of thy son which looked 
like a mass of clouds.** Shrouding every side, in that battle, 
with his arrowy downpours, that valiant hero, O monarch, 
fearlessly slew a large number of thy troops.** Exceedingly 
wonderful, O king, was the sight that I witnessed there, vis:., 
that not one arrow even, O lord, of Satyaki failed of effect I** 
That sea of troops, abounding with cars and elephants and 
steeds, and full of waves constituted by foot-soldiers, stood still 
as soon as it came in contact with the Satyaki continent.** 
That host consisting of panic-struck combatants and elephants 
and steeds, slaughtered on all sides by Satyaki with his shafts^ 
repeatedly turned round,” and wandered hither and thither like 
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a lierd of kine afflicted with the chilling blasts of winter. We 
saw not the foot-soldier or car-warrior or elephant or horseman 
or steed that was not struck with Yiiyudhanas arrows. Not 
eVen ‘Phalguna, O king, had caused such a carnage there*®"*^ 
as Satyaki, O monarch, then caused among those troops ! That 
bull among men, the dauntless grandson of Cini, endued 
with great liglitness of hand and displaying the utmost skill, 
lighteth, surpassing Arjiuia himself. Then king Duryodhana 
pierced the charioteer of Satwata with three keen shafts and 
his four steeds with four shafts. And he pierced Satyaki him- 
self with three arrows and once again with eight.®®*^* And 
Dus 9 asana pierced that bull among the Cinis with sixteen 
arrows. And Cakuni pierced him with five and twenty arrows, 
and Chitrascna with five.®* And Dussaha pierced Satyaki in the 
chest with five and ten arrows. That tiger amongst the Vrishnis 
then, thus struck with their arrows, proudly®^ pierced every 
one of them, O monarch, with three arrows. Deeply piercing 
all his foes with shafts endued with great energy,®® the grand- 
son of Cini, possessed of great activity and prowess, careered 
on the field with the activity of a hawk. Cutting off the bow 
of Suvala’s son as also the leachern fence that cased his hand,®® 
Yuyudhana pierced Duryodhana in the centre of the chest 
with three shafts. And he pierced Chitrasena with a hundred 
arrows, and Dussaha with ten.®^ And that bull of Cini’s race 
then pierced Dus^asana with twenty arrows. Thy brother-in- 
law (Cakuni) then, 0 king, taking up another bow,®® pierced 
Satyaki with eight arrows and once more with five. And 
Dus^asana pierced him with ten arrows, and Dussaha pierced 
him with three.®® And Durmuka, O king, pierced Satyaki 
with a dozen shafts. And Duryodhana, O Bharata, having 
pierced Madhava with three and seventy arrows,^® then pierced 
his charioteer with three keen shafts. Then Satyaki pierced 
each of those brave and mighty car- warriors vigorously con- 
tending in battile together, with five shafts in return. Then 
that^ foremost of car-warriors, (viz., Yuyudhana), speedily 
struck thy son s charioteer with a broad-headed shaft, where- 
upon the latter^ deprived of life, fell down on the Earth. Upon 
the fall of the charioteer, 0 lord, thy son’s was taken 
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away from the battle by the steeds yoked thereto, with the 
speed of the wind. Then thy sons, O king, and the other war- 
riors, O monarch, setting their eyes on the king's car, fled away 
in hundreds. Beholding that host fly away, O Bharata, Satya- 
ki** covered it with showers of keen shafts whetted on stohe 
and eqiiipt with wings of eold. Routing all thy combatants 
counting by thousands,*® Satyaki, O king, proceeded towards 
the car of Arjuna. Indeed, thy troops woi^shipped Yuyudhana, 
beholding him shooting arrows and protecting his charioteer 
and himself as he fought in that battle.’ 


Section CXXI. 

‘‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Beholding the grandson of Cini pro- 
ceeding towards Arjuna, grinding as he went that large force, 
what, indeed, O Sanjaya, did those shameless sons of mine 
do V When Yuyudhana who is equal to Savyasachin himself 
was before them, how, indeed, could those wretches, that were 
on the point of death, set their hearts upon battle What 
also did all those Kshatriyas, vanquished in battle, then do ? 
How, indeed, could Satyaki of world-wide renown pass through 
them in battle How also, O Sanjaya, when my sons were 
alive, could the grandson of Cini go to battle ? Tell me all 
this !* This is exceedingly wonderful, O sire, that I have 
heard from thee, ms?., this encounter between one and the 
many, the latter, again, being all mighty car-warriors I® O 
Suta, I think Destiny is now unpropitious to my sons, since 
so many mighty car-warriors have been slain by that one war- 
rior of the Satwata race 1* Alas, O Sanjaya, my army is no 
match for even one warrior, viz,, Yuyudhana, inflamed with 
wrath 1 Let all the Panda vas hang up these weapons Van- 

quishing in battle Drona himself who is skilled in weapons and 
conversant with all modes of warfare, Satyaki will slay my sons 
like a lion slaying smaller animals I® Numerous heroes, of 
whom Kritavarman is the first, contending vigorously in battle, 
could not slay Yuyudhana ! The latter, without doubt^ will 


• Literally, “Let all the Faudavas remain inactive !” — T. 
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slay my sons Phalguna himself fought not in the manner in 
which the renowned grandson of Cini has fought 

‘ Sanjaya said, — 'All this, O king, has been brought about by 
thy evil counsels and the acts of Duryodhana ! Listen atten- 
tivey to what, O Bharata, I say unto thee At the command 
of thy son, the Samsaptakaa, rallying, all resolved upon fight- 
ing fiercely/* Three thousand bowmen headed by Duryo- 
dhana, with a number of Cakas and Kamvojas and Vahlikas 
and Yavanas and Paradas,^* and Kalingas and Tanganas and 
Amvashthas and Piijachas and Barbaras and mountainers, O 
monarch, inflamed with rage and armed with stones, all rush- 
ed against the grandson of Cini like insects against a blazing 
fire. Five hundred other warriors, O king, similarly .rushed 
against Satyaki.*^* And another mighty body consisting of a 
thousand cars, a hundred great car- warriors, a thousand ele- 
phants, two thousand horse, and countless foot-soldiers, also 
rushed against the grandson of Cini.-f****^ Dus(;.asana, O 
Bharata, urging all those warriors, saying, — Slay him, — sur- 
rounded Satyaki therewith.'® Grand and wonderful was the 
conduct that we then beheld of Cini’s grandson, inasmuch as 
alone ho fought fearlessly with those innumerable foes.*® And 
he slew that entire body of cars and that elephant force, and all 
those horsemen and that entire body of robbers.*® Like the 
autumnal firmament bespangled with stars, the field of battle 
there became strewn with car-wheois broken and crushed by 
means of his mighty weapons, with innumerable Aleshas and 
beautiful car-shafts reduced to fragments, with crushed ele- 
phants and fallen standards, with coats of mail and shields 
scattered all about, with garlands and oriiaments and robes and 
AnukarshaSy O sire Many foremost of elephants, huge as 

hills, and born the race of Anjana or Vamana, O Bharata, or 
of Supratika or Mahapadmaka or Airavata, or in other races, 
many foremost of tuskers, 0 king, lay there on the ground, 


♦ *tiie Bombay text has a different reading. — ^T. 

« 

t The Bengal reading Parantapa is vicious. The Bombay text reads 
PuWttycw.— T. 
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deprived of life ! And Satyaki slew, O monarch, many fore- 
most of steeds of the Vanayu, the mountain, the Kamvoja 
and the Valhika breeds. Ahd the grandson of Cini also slew 
foot-soldiers there, in hundreds and thoijsands, born in various 
realms and belonging to various nations. Whilst those soldiers 
were being thus slaughtered, Diisgasana, addressing the robbers 
said, Ye warriors unacquainted with morality, fight ! 
Why do you retreat ? — Beholding them run away without pay- 
ing any heed to his words, thy son Dus 9 asana ** urged on the 
brave mountaineers skilled in fighting with stones, saying, — 
Ye are accomplished in battling with stones ! Satyaki is igno- 
rant of this mode of warfare!*® Slay ye, therefore, that 
warrior who though desirous of battle is ignorant of your mode 
of fight I The Kauravas also are all unacquainted with this mode 
of battle.*^ Rush ye at Satyaki 1 Do not fear ! Satyaki will 
not be able to approach you ! — Thus urged, those Kshatriyas 
dwelling on the mountains, all acquainted with the method of 
fighting with stones,** rushed towards the grandson of Cini 
like ministers towards a king. Those denizens of the mountains 
then, with stones huge as elephants’ heads,** uplifted in their 
hands, stood before Yuyudhana in that battle. Others, urged 
by thy son, and desirous of slaying Satwata, encompassed the 
latter on all sides, armed with missiles. Then Satyaki, aiming 
at those warriors rushing at him from desire of fighting with 
stones, sped at them showers of keen shafts. That bull amongst 
the Cinis, with those shafts looking like snakes, cut into frag- 
ments that dense shower of stones thrown by the mountaineers. 
The fragments of those stones, looking like a swarm of blazing 
fire-flies, slew many combatants there, whereupon, O sire, 
cries of oh and alas arose on the field. Then, again, five hun- 
dred brave warriors, with huge stones uplifted in their hands,®* 
foil down, O king, on the ground, their arms cut off. And once 
more a full thousand, and again a hundred thousand, amongst 
others,*® fell down without being able to approach Satyaki, their 
arms with stones still in grasp cut off by him. Indeed. Satyaki 
slew many thousands of those warriors fighting with gtones. 
All this seemed exceedingly wonderful. Then many of them, 
returning to the fight, hurled at Satyaki showfrs of stones.^®^^ 
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And armed with swords and lances many Daradas and Tanganas 
and Khacjas and Lampakas and Pulindas, hurled their weapons 
at him. Satyaki, however well conversant with the application 
of weapons, cut off those stones and weapons by means of his 
shafts. Those stones while being pierced, broken in the wel- 
kin by jSatyaki’s whetted shafts, produced a fierce noise, 
at which many car- warriors and steeds and elephants fled away 
from battle. And struck with the fragments of those stones, 
men and elephants and steeds,'*'* became incapable of staying 
in battle, for they felt as if they were bit by wasps. The 
small remnant of the elephants (that had attacked Satyaki), 
covered with blood, their heads and frontal globes split open, 
then fled away from Yuyudhana’s car. Then there arose among 
thy troops, O sire, while they wore being thus grinded by 
Madhava, a noise like that of the ocean at full tide. Hearing 
that great uproar, Drona, addressing his charioteer, said,**’^’' — O 
Snta, that great car- warrior of the Satwata race, excited with 
wrath, is tearing our army into diverse fragments, and careering 
in battle like the Destroyer himself Take thou the car to 
that spot whence this furious uproar is being heard ! Without 
doubt, Yuyudhana is engaged with the mountaineers who 
battle with stones 1*® Our car-warriors are seen also to be borne 
away by their wildly running steeds! Many amongst them, 
weaponless and armourless and wounded, are falling down 1®® 
The charioteers are unable to check their steeds as these are 
rushing wildly ! — Hearing these words of Bharadwaja s son, 
the charioteer** said unto Drona, that foremost of all wielders 
of weapons, — O thou blest with length of days, the Kaurava 
troops arc flying away •** Behold, our warriors, routed (by 
the foe), arc flying in all directions ! There again, those heroes, 
viz,y the Panchalas and the Pandavas, united together,*® are 
rushing from all sides from desire of slaughtering thee 1 O 
chastiser of foes, do thou determine which of these tasks 
should Jirst demand attention I*"* Should we stay here (to meet 
th^^vSincing Panduvas, or should we proceed (towards Satya- 
kij ? ' As regards Satyaki, he is now far ahead of us I — While 
thels^arioteer, O sire, was speaking thus unto Bharadwaja’s 
t]^« grandfoh 6f Cini suddenly appeared to the view. 



BADHA PaUVA.] 


DRONA PARVA. 


859 


engaged in slaughtering a large number of car-warriors. Those 
troops of thine, while being thus slaughtered by Yuyudhana in 
battle,*® fled away from Yuyudhana's car towards where Drona’a 
division was. Those (other) car-warriors also with whom* Dus- 
c;asana had proceeded, all struck with panic, similarly rushed 
to the spot where Drona’s car was seen.* 

Section CXXII. 

‘'Sanjaya said, — Beholding Dus9asana*s car staying near his, 
the son of Bharadwaja, addressing Dus9asana, said these 
words, ‘ — Why, O Dus9asana, are all these cars flying away ! 
Is the king well ? Doth the ruler of the Sindhus yet live 
Thou art a prince ! Thou art a brother of the king ! Thou art 
a mighty car- warrior ! Why dost thou fly away from battle ! 
(Securing the throne to thy brother) become thou the Prince- 
Kcgent !* Thou hadst formerly said unto Draupadi, — [Thou 
art our slave, having been won by us at dice ! Without being 
confined to thy husbands, cast aside thy chastity ! Be thou 
a bearer of robes to the king my eldest brother 1* Thy hus- 
bands are all dead*! They are as worthless as grains of sesa- 
mum without kernel !] — Having said these words then, why, O 
Dus9asana, dost thou fly from battle now?* Having thyself 
provoked such fierce hostilities with the Panchalas and the 
Pandavas, why art thou afeard in battle in the presence of 
Satyaki alone ?® Taking up the dice on the occasion of the 
gambling match, couldst thou not divine that those dice then 
handled by thee would soon transform themselves into fierce 
shafts resembling snakes of virulent poison V It was thou that 
hadst formerly aj^plied diverse abusive epithets towards the 
Pandavas ! The woes of Draupadi have thee for their root !* 
Where now is that pride, that insolence, that brag of thine ? 
Why dost thou fly, having angered the Pandavas that resemble 
snakes of virulent poison V When thou, that art a brave brother 
of Suyodhana, are intent on flight, without doubt, both king 
Suyodhana and this Bharata army are to be pitied !** Without 
doubt, O hero, thou shouldst today protect, relying on the energy 
of thy own arms, this routed and panic-struck Kaurava host !“ 
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Without doing this, thou, however, forsakest the battle in fear 
and enhancest the joy of thy foes ! O slayer of foes, when thou 
that art the leader of thy host iliest away thus/* who else will 
stay in battle ? When thou, its refuge, art frightened, who is 
there that will not be frightened, ? Fighting with that single 
warrior of the Satwata race,** thy heart is inclined towards 
flight from battle ! What, however, O Kaurava, wilt thou do 
when thou wilt see the wielder of Gandiva in battle, or 
Bhimasena, or the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva) ? The shafts 
of Satyaki, frightened by which thou seekest safety in flight, 
are scarcely equal to those of Phalguna in battle that resemble 
the Sun or the fire in splendour ? If thy heart is firmly bent 
on flight,*^** let the sovereignty of the Earth then, upon the 
conclusion of peace, be given to king Yudhishthira the just ! 
Before the shafts of Phalguna, resembling snakes freed from 
their sloughs,*^ enter thy body, make peace with the Pan- 
davas ! Before the high-souled Parthas, slaying thy hundred 
brothers in battle, wrest the Earth by force, make peace 
with the Panda vas ! Before king Yudihishthira is enraged/*"** 
and Krishna also, that delighter in battle, make peace with 
the Panda vas ! Before the mighty -armed Bhima, penetrating 
into this vast host,*® seizes thy brothers, make peace with 
the Pandavas ! Bhishma formerly told thy brother Suyo- 
dhana,** — [The Pandavas are unconquerable in battle ! O 
amiable one, make peace with them I] — Thy wicked brother 
Suyodhana, however, did not do it/* Therefore, setting thy 
heart firmly on battle, light vigorously with the Pandavas I 
Go quickly on thy car to the spot where Satyaki is/* Without 
thee, O Bharata, this host will fly away ! For the sake of thy 
own self, fight in battle with Satyaki of prowess incapable of 
being baffled !**— Thus addressed (by Drona), thy son said not 
a word in reply. Feigning not to have heard the words (of 
Bharadwaja’s son), DusifSBana proceeded to the place where 
Saty^i Accompanied by a large force of uuretrating 

and coming upon Satyaki in battle, Dus9asana fought 
ijSjgorously* with that hero.** Drona also, that foremost of car»- 
wiiriorfifj excited with wrath, rushed against the Panchalas 
and the Pandavas, with middling speed/^ Penetrating into 
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the midst of the Pandava^host in that battle, Drona began to 
eriish their warriors by hundreds and thousands.®* And Drona, 
O king, proclaiming his name in that battle, caused a great 
carnage among the Pandavas, the Panchalas, and the Malay as.** 
Then the illustrious Viraketu, the son of the ruler *of Uhe 
Panchalas, rushed against the son of Bharadwaja who was 
thus engaged in vanquishing the Pand^va ranks.** Piercing 
Drona ^/ith five straight shafts, that prince then pierced Drona’s 
standard with one shaft, and then his charioteer with seven.*^ 
The sight that I then beheld, O monarch, in that battle, was 
exceedingly wonderful, inasmuch as Drona, though exerting 
himself vigorously, could not approach the prince of the Pan- 
chalas.®* Then, O sire, the Panchalas, beholding Drona check- 
ed in battle, surrounded the latter on all sides, O king, from 
desire of king Yudhishthira’s victory.** And thi)se warriors 
then covered Drona alone with showers of fiery shafts and 
strong lances and various other kinds of weapons, O king I®* 
Baffling then that dense shower of weapons by means of his 
own numerous shafts like the wind driving away from the wel- 
kin masses of clouds, Drona looked exceedingly resplendent.*^ 
Then that slayer of hostile heroes, (viz,, the son of Bharadwaja), 
aimed a fierce shaft endued with the effulgence of the Sun or the 
fire, at the car of Viraketu.*® That shaft, O monarch, piercing 
through the prince of Panchala, quickly entered the Earth, 
bathed in blood and blazing like a flame of fire.*® Then the 
prince of the Panchalas quickly fell down from his car like a 
Champaka tree uprooted by the wind falling down from a 
mountain summit.*® Upon the fall of that great bowman, that 
prince endued with great might, the Panchalas speedily encom- 
passed Drona on every sido.*^ Then Chitraketu, and Sudhan- 
wan, and Chitravarman, O Bharata, and Chitraratha also, all 
afflicted with grief on account of their (slain) brother,^® together 
rushed against the son of Bharadwaja, desirous of battling with 
him, and shooting shafts (at him) like the clouds (pouring rain) 
at the end of summer.^^ Struck from all sides by those mighty 
car-warriors of royal lineage, that bull among Brahmanas mus- 
tered all his energy and wrath for their destruction.*® Then*Droiia 
shot showers of shafts at them. Struck with those shafts of 
40 
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Drona shot from his bow drawn to its fullest stretch,^* those 
princes, O best of monarchs, became confounded and knew not 
what to do. The angry Drona, O Bharata, beholding those 
princes stupified, smilingly deprived them of their steeds and 
chaKoteers and cars in that battle. Then the illustrious son of 
Bharadwaja, by means of his sharp arrows and broad-headed 
shafts, cut off their heads like a person plucking flowers from 
a tree. Deprived of life, those princes there, 0 king of great 
splendour, fell down from their cars, on the Earth,** like the 
(slain) Daiteyas and Ddnavae in the battle between the gods 
and the Astvras in days of old. Having slain them in battle, O 
king, the valiant son of Bharadwaja*'^ shook his invincible bow 
the back of whose staff was decked with gold. Beholding those 
mighty car-warriors, resembling the very celestials, among the 
Panchalas slain,** Dhishtadyumna, inflamed with rage, shed tears 
in that battle. Excited with wrath, he rushed, in that encounter, 
against Dronas car.** Then, O king, cries of woe suddenly 
arose there at sight of Drona covered with arrows by the prince 
of Pauchala.*® Completely shrouded by the high-sou led son of 
Prishata, Drona, however, suffered no pain. On the other 
hand, he continued to fight, smiling the while.** The prince 
of the Panchalas then, furious with rage, struck Drona in the 
chest with many straight shafts.** Deeply pierced by that 
misrhty warrior, the illustrious son of Bharadwaja sat down 
on the terrace of his car and went into a swoon.** Beholding 
him in that condition, Dhrishtadyumna endued with great 
prowess and energy, laid aside his bow and quickly took up a 
sword.** That mighty car-warrior then, speedily jumping down 
from his own car, mounted that of Bharadwaja, O sire, in no 
time,** his eyes red in wrath and impelled by the desire of 
cutting Drona*s head from off his trunk. Meanwhile, the vali- 
ant Drona, regaining his senses,** took up his bow and seeing 
Dhrishtadyumna arrived so near him from desire of slaughter, 
began to pierce that mighty car- warrior with shafts measuring 
a span in length and, therefore, fit to be used in close 
fight. arrows of the measure of a span and fit to he used 

in closfe fight,*’*** were known to Drona, 0 king! And with 
th^m he succeeded in weakening Dhrishtadyumna. The mighty 
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Dhrishtadyumna, struck with a large number of those arrows,*’ 
quickly jumped down from Drona’s car. Then that hero of 
great prowess, his impetvcsity baffled, mounted upon his own 
car and once more took up his large bow.‘* And the mighty 
car- warrior Dhrishtadyumna once more began to pierce .Drpna 
in that battle. And Drona also, O monarch, began to pierce the 
son of Prishata with his arrows.'* Thereupon the battle that 
took place between Drona and the prince' of the Panchalas was 
wonderful in the extreme, like that between Indra and Frahlada 
both desirous of the sovereignty of the three worlds.** Both 
conversant with the ways of battle, they careered over the field, 
displaying diverse motions of their cars and mangling each other 
with their shafts.” And Drona and Prishata’s son, stupifying 
the minds of the warriors, shot showers of shafts like two 
mighty clouds (pouring torrents of rain) in the rainy season.** 
And those illustrious warriors shrouded with their shafts the 
welkin, the points of the compass, and the Earth. And all 
creatures, viz,, the Kshatriyas, O king, and all the other com- 
batants there, highly applauded that battle between them. 
And the Panchalas, O king, loudly exclaimed, — Without doubt, 
Drona, having encountered Dhishtadyumna in battle, will 
succumb to us ! — Then Drona, in that battle, quickly cut off 
the head of Dhristadyumna’s charioteer like a person plucking 
a ripe fruit from a tree. Then the steeds, O king, of the high- 
souled Dhrishtadyumna ran away.**”” And after those steeds 
had carried away Dhrishtadyumna from the field, Drona, endued 
with great prowes, began to rout the Panchalas and the Srin- 
jayas in that battle.” Having vanquished the Fandus and the 
Panchalas, Bharadwaja’s son of great prowess, that chastiser 
of foes, once more took up his station in the midst of his own 
array. And the Pandavas, O lord, ventured not to vanquish 
him in battle.’ "** 


SEOTiON CXXIII. 

*‘Sanjaya said, — Meanwhile, O king, Dus5a.f3ana rushed 
against the grandson of Cini, scattering thousands of shafts 
like a mighty cloud pouring torrents of rain.* Having pierced 
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Satyaki with feixty arrows and once more with sixteen, he 
failed to make that hero tremble, for the latter stood in battle 
immovable as the Mainaka mountain.® Accompanied by a large 
throng of cars hailing from diverse realms, that foremost one 
of Bharata s race shot numberless arrows,® and filled all the 
points of the compass with roars deep as those of the clouds. 
Beholding the Kaurava coming to battle, Satyaki^ of mighty 
arms rushed towards him and shrouded him with his shafts. 
They that were at the van of Dus^asana, thus covered with 
those arrowy showers,® all fled away in fear, in the very sight 
of thy son. After they had fled away, O monarch, th)^ son Dus^a- 
sana,® O king, remained fearlessly in battle and began to afflict 
Satyaki with arrows. And piercing the four steeds of Satyaki 
with four arrows, his charioteer with three, and Satyaki himself 
with a hundred in that battle, Dus^olsana uttered a loud roar. 
Then, O monarch, Madhava, inflamed with rage, soon made 
Dusf;a3ana*s car and driver and standard and Dustjasana himself 
invisible by means of his straight arrows. Indeed, Satyaki 
entirely shrouded the brave Dusgasana with arrows.^"® Like a 
spider entangling a gnat within reach by means of its threads, 
that vanquisher of foes quickly covered Dus(;asana with his 
shafts.^® Then king Duryodhana, seeing Dus9asana thus covered 
with arrows, urged a body of Trigartas towards the car of 
Yuyudhana.” Those Trigarba car-warriors, of fierce deeds, 
accomplished in battle, and numbering three thousand, pro- 
ceeded towards Yuyudhana.^® Fiimly resolved upon battle 
and swearing not to retreat, all of them encoinpas5ed Yuyu- 
dhana with a large throng of cars.*® Soon, however, Yuyu- 
dhana struck down five hundred of their foremost warriors 
stationed in the van of that force as it advanced towards 
him in battle, shooting showers of arrows at him.*^ Speedily 
slain by that foremost one amongst the Cinis with his shafts, 
these fell down like tall trees from mountain-bops, uprooted 
by a tempest.*® And the field of battle, strewn with mangled 
elephants, O monarch, and fallen standards, and the prostrate 
bodies bf j^teeds decked in trappings of gold and torn and 
lascer^t^ with the shafts of Cini’s grandson and welter- 
ing in blood, looked beautiful, O king, like a plain over- 
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grown with flowering Kin^ukas}^^'^ Those soldiers of thine, 
thus slaughtered by Yuyudhana, failed to find a protecter like 
elephants sunk in a morass-* Then all of them turned towards 
the spot where Brona's car was, like mighty snakes making 
towards holes from fear of the prince of birds.** Having slain 
those five hundred brave warriors by means of his shafts resem- 
bling snakes of virulent poison, that hero slowly proceeded to- 
wards the place where Dhananjaya s cAr was.*® And as that 
foremost of men was thus proceeding, thy son Dus9asana 
quickly pierced him with nine straight arrows.** That mighty 
bowman then, (viz.y Yuyudhana), pierced Dus^asana in return, 
with five straight and sharp arrows equipt with golden wings 
and vulturine feathers.** Then DusQa'sana, O Bharata, smiling 
the while, pierced Satyaki, O monarch, with three arrrows and 
once more with five.** The grandson of Cini then, striking 
thy son with five arrows and cutting off his bow, proceeded 
smilingly towards Arjuna.** Then DusQasana, inflamed with 
wrath, and desirous of slaying the Vrishni hero, hurled at him, 
as he proceeded, a dart made wholly of iron.** Satyaki, how- 
ever, 0 king, cut oflf, with his shafts equipt with Kanka 
feathers, that fierce dart of thy son.** Then, O ruler of men, 
thy son, taking up another bow, pierced Satyaki with some 
arrows and uttered a loud roar.*'^ Then Satyaki, excited 
with wrath, stupifying thy son in that battle, struck him 
in the centre of the chest with some shafts that resembled 
flames of fire.** And once more he pierced Dus^asana with 
eight shafts made wholly of iron and having very keen 
points. Dus5asana, however, pierced Satyaki in return with 
twenty arrows.*® Then the highly blessed Satyaki, O monarch 
pierced Dus(;,asana in the centre of the chest with three 
straight arrows.** And the mighty car- warrior Yuyudhana, 
with some keen shafts, slew the steeds of Dus^asana ; and 
inflamed with wrath he slew, with some srtaight arrow^s, the 
latter’s charioteer also.** With one broad-headed arrow he 
then cut off thy son’s bow, and with five arrows he cut the 
leathern fence that encased his hand. Acquainted as he was 
with the highest weapons, Satyaki, then, with a couple of 
broad-headed shafts, cut off Dus9asana’s standard and the 
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wooden shaft on his car. And then with a number of keen 
arrows he slew both the Pdrehni charioteers of thy son. The 
latter then, bowless and earless and steedless and driverless,***®* 
was taken up by the leader of the Trigarta warriors on his car. 
The grandson of Cini then, O Bharata, pursuing him for a 
moment,®* restrained himself and slew him not, for the mighty^ 
armed hero recollected the words of Bhimasena. Indeed, 
Bhimasena, O Bharata, vowed in the midst of the assembly 
the destruction of all thy sons in battle ! Then, 0 lord, Satya- 
ki, having thus vanquished Dus 9 asana, quickly proceeded, O 
king, along the track by which Dhananjaya had gone before 
him.* ***®*«® 


Section CXXIV. 

‘‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Were there, O Sanjaya, no mighty 
car-warriors in that army of mine who could slay or resist that 
Satyaki while he proceeded (towards Arjuna) Of prowess in- 
capable of being baffled, and endued with might equal to that 
of Cakra himself, alone he achieved feats in battle like the 
great Indra amidst the Ddnavas !* Or, perhaps, the track by 
which Satyaki proceeded was empty ! Alas, possessed of true 
prowess, alone he hath crushed numberless warriors !® Tell me, 
O Sanjaya, how the grandson of Cini, alone as he was, passed 
through that vast force struggling with him in battle ?’** 

“Sanjaya said, — O king, the fierce exertions and the uproar 
made by thy host which abounded with cars and elephants 
and steeds and foot-soldiers, resembled what is seen at the end 
of the Yuga,* O giver of honors, when thy assembled host 
was (daily) mustered, it seemed to me that another assem- 
blage like that of thy army had never been on Earth.® The 
gods and the Ckdraiias, who came there said, — This muster 
will be the last of its kind on Earth — Indeed, 0 king. 


^ The Bombay text adds certain slokas after the 2nd, which do not 
occur in Ally of the Bengal texts. — T. 

t 6 and 7 are diihcult slokas. The Bengal texts read dhni^ 
keshu \ Bombay reading is dhiUcshu, If the Bengal reading be 
acc^ted, the meaning Would be— “Day by day, upon muster, &c.” The 




lADBA PaKVA.] 


DRONA PARTA. 


867 


never had such an array been formed before as that which was 
formed by Drona on the day of Jayadratha’s slaughter.* The 
uproar made by those vast bodies of soldiers rushing at one 
another in battle resembled that of the ocean itself lashed into 
ftiry by the tempest.* In that host of thine, as also in tliat’of 
the Pandavas, there were hundreds and thousands of kings, O 
best of men.‘® The noise made by those hngry heroes of fierce 
deeds while engaged in battle, was tremendous and made the hair 
to stand on end.^‘ Then Bhiinasena and Dhrishtadyumna, O sire, 
and Nakula and Sahadeva and king Yudhishthira the just, 
loudly shouted'* — Come, Strike, Bush ! The brave Madhava 
and Arjuna have entered the hostile army ! Do that quickly 
by which they may easily go to where Jayadratha’s car is ! 
— Saying this, they urged their soldiers. And they conti- 
nued, — If Satyaki and Arjuna be slain, the Kurus will have 
achieved their objects, and ourselves will be defeated ! All 
of you, therefore, uniting together, quickly agitate this ocean- 
like array (of the foe) like impetuous winds agitating the 
deep ' — ^Tho warriors, O king, thus urged by Bhimasena and the 
prince of the Panchalas,**~“ smote the Kauravas, becoming 
reckless of their very lives. Endued with great energy, all of 
them, desiring death in battle at the point or the edge of weap- 
ons in expectation of heaven, showed not the least regard for 
their lives in fighting for their friends. Similarly thy warriors, 
O king, desirous of great renown,**'** and nobly resolved upon 
battle, stood on the field, determined to fight. In that fierce 
and terrible battle,*’ Satyaki, having vanquished all the com- 
batants, proceeded towards Arjuna. The rays of the Sun being 
reflected from the bright armour of the warriors, the combatants 
were obliged to withdraw their eyes from these. Duryodhana 
also, 0 king, penetrated the mighty host of the high-souled 


second line of 7 which I render “This muster will be the last of its kind 
on Earth,” may be iuterpretated in another away. Taking it as an ex- 
clamation, it may be rendered. — “Will an assemblage of such limits take 
place on Earth 1” i. e., “How vast is this assemblage on Earth 1” Of 
course, if the version last given be correct, Etadantds would mean 
•IHaving this for its limit,*'— T. 
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Pandavas vigorously struggling in battle. The encounter thafc 
took place between him on the one side and them on the other 
was exceedingly fierce, and great was the carnage that occurred 
there on the occasion.’* 

‘ Dhritarashtra said, — ‘When the Fandava host was thus 
proceeding to battle, Duryodhana, in penetrating it, must have 
been placed in great distress. I hope he did not turn his back 
upon the field, O SutaJ** That encounter between one and 
the many in dreadful battle, the one again being a king, seems 
to me to have been very unequal !** Besides, Duryodhana hath 
been brought up in great luxury. In wealth and possessions, 
he is a king of men. Alone encountering many, I hope he did 
not turn back from the fight !’** 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Listen to me, O king, as I narrate, O 
Bharata, that wonderful battle fought by thy son, that encoun- 
ter between one and the many !** Indeed, the Fandava army 
was agitated by Duryodhana in that battle like an assemblage 
of lotus stalks in a lake by an elephant.*’' Seeing then that 
army thus smitten by thy son, O king, the Panchalas headed 
by Bhimasena rushed at him.** Then Duryodhana pierced 
Bhimasena with ten arrows, and each of the twins with three 
and king Yudhishthira with seven.** And he pierced Virata 
and Drupada with six arrows, and Cikhandin with a hundred. 
And piercing Dhrishtadyumna with twenty arrows, he struck 
each of the five sons of Draupadi with three arrows.*® With 
his fierce shafts ho cut off hundreds of other combatants in that 
battle, including elephants and car-warriors, like the Destroyer 
himself in wrath exterminating creatures.** In consequence of 
his skill acquired by practice and of the power of his weapons, 
he seemed, as he was engaged in striking down his foes, to bear 
his bow incessantly drawn to a circle whether when aiming or 
letting off his shafts.** Indeed, that formidable bow of his, 
the back of whose staff was decked with gold, was seen by 
people to be drawn into a perpetual circle as he was employed 
in slaying his enemies.** Then king Yudhishthira, with a couple 
of bfoad-heiwiiBd shafts, cut off the bow of thy son, O thou of 
Kuru’s r^, as tbe latter struggled in fight.** And Yudhish- 
tbira ali^ pierced him deeply with ten excellent and foremost 
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bi^ shafts. Those arrows, ' however, touching the armour of 
Duryodhana, quickly broke into pieces.** Then the Parthas, 
filled with delight, surrounded Yudhishthira like the celestials 
and great Rishis in days of old surounding Cakra on the' occa- 
sion of the slaughter of Vritra.*® Thy valiant son then, taking 
up another bow, addressed king Yudhishthpra the son of Pandu, 
saying, — Wait^ Waity — and rushed against him.*^ Beholding 
thy son thus advancing in great battle, the Panchalas, cheer- 
fully and with hopes of victory, advanced to receive him.** 
Then Drona, desirous of rescuing the (Kuru) king, received the 
rushing Panchalas, like a mountain receiving masses of rain- 
charged clouds driven by the tempest.** The battle then, O king, 
that took place there was exceedingly fierce, making the hair to 
stand on end, between the Pandavas, O thou of mighty arms, 
and thy warriors.*® Dreadful was the carnage of all creatures 
that then took place, resembling the sport of Rudra himself (at 
the end of the Yuga). Then there arose a loud uproar at the 
place where Dhananjaya was.** And that uproar, O lord, mak- 
ing the hair to stand on end, rose above all other sounds. Thus, 
O mighty-armed one, progressed the battle between Arjuna 
and thy bowmen.** Thus progressed the battle between Satya- 
ki and thy men in the midst of thy army. And thus continued 
the fight between Drona and his enemies at the gate of the 
array,** Thus, indeed, O lord of Earth, continued that car- 
nage on the Earth when Arjuna and Drona and the mighty car- 
warrior Satyaki were all excited with wrath.’ ”** 


Section CXXV. 

‘'Sanjaya said, — ‘On the afternoon of that day, O king, a 
dreadful battle, characterised by roars deep as those of the 
clouds, once more happened between Drona and the Somakas.* 
That foremost of men (viz.. Drona), mounted on his car of red 
steeds, and intent on battle, rushed against the Pandavas, with 
middling speed.* The valiant son of Bharadwaja, thau great 
bowman endued with mighty strength, that hero born in an 
excellent pot, engaged in doing what was agreeable to thee, O 
Itiug, and striking down, O Bharata,Khany foremost of warriors 
47 
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with his whetted arrows equipt with beautiful wings, seemed 
to sport iu that battle.®"** Then that mighty car- warrior of the 
Kaikayas, viz,, Vrihatkshatra, irresistible in battle, and the 
eldfestbf five brothers, rushed against him.® Shooting many 
keen shafts, he greatly aflflicted the preceptor, like a mighty ma^s 
of clouds pouring torrents of rain on the mountains of Gandha- 
madana.® Then Drona, O king, excited with wrath, sped at 
him five and ten shafts whetted on stone and equipt with wings 
of g dd.^ The prince of the Kekayas, however, cheerfully cut 
off every one of those shafts shot by Drona and which resem- 
bled angry snakes of virulent poison, with five shafts of his 
own.® Beholding that lightness of hand displayed by him, 
that bull among Brahmanas then sped at him eight straight 
shafts.® Seeing those shafts shot from Dronas bow swiftly 
coursing towards him, Vrihatkshatra in that battle resisted 
them with as many sharp shafts of his.^® Beholding that ex- 
ceedingly difficult feat achieved by Vrihatkshatra, by troops, 
O king, were filled with amazement,” Then Drona, O monarch, 
applauding Vrihatkshatra, invoked into existence the irresisti- 
ble and celestial weapon called Brahma in that battle,** The 
prince of the Kekayas, seeing it shot by Drona in battle, 
baffled that Brahma weapon, O monarch, by a Brahma weapon 
of his own.*® After that weapon had been thus baffled, Vrihat- 
kshatra, O Bharata, pierced the Brahmana with sixty shafts 
whetted on stone and equipt with wings of gold.** Then Drona, 
that foremost of men, pierced the prince of the Kekayas with a 
powerful shaft which, penetrating through the latter’s armour, 
(passed through his body and) entered the Earth.*® As a black 
cobra, O best of kings, pierces through an ant-hill, even so did 
that shaft enter the Earth, having pierced through the body of 
the Kekaya prince in that battle.*® Deeply pierced, 0 monarch, 
with the shafts of Drona, the prince of the Kekayas, filled 
with rage and rolling his beautiful eyes,*^ pierced Drona with 
seventy arrows whetted on stone and equipt with wings of gold. 
And with another arrow he greatly afflicted Drona s charioteer 
in liil very vitals,*® Pierced by Vrihatkshatra, O sire, with 
arrows, Drona shot showers of keen shafts at the car of the prince 
of the Depriving the mighty car-wairior Vrihat- 
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kshatra of his coolness, Drona then, with four winged arrows, 
slew the four steeds of the former.*® With another arrow he 
felled Vrihatkshatra's (Charioteer from his niche in the car. 
And felling on the Earth, with two other arrows, his enemy’s 
standard and umbrella,** that bull among Brahmanas, with a 
third shaft, well shot from his bow, pierced Vrihatkshqfctra ^him- 
self in the chest. Thereupon the latter, thus struck in the 
chest, fell down from his car.®* 

t 

“Upon the slaughter, O king, of Vrihatkshatra, that mighty 
car-warrior among the Kaikayas, thb son of Ci(;upala, filled 
with rage, addressed his charioteer, saying,** — O charioteer, 
proceed to the spot where Drona stayeth, clad in armour, and 
engaged in slaying the Kaikaya and the Panchala hosts !** — 
Hearing these words of his, the charioteer soon took that fore- 
most of car-warriors unto Drona, by means of those fleet steeds 
of the Kamvoja breed,*® Then Dhrishtaketu, that bull among 
the Chedis, swelling with might, rushed towards Drona for 
his own destruction like an insect upon a blazing fire.*® Soon 
he pierced Drona and his steeds and car and standard with 
sixty shafts. And once more he struck him with many other 
keen shafts like a man rousing a sleeping tiger.*'^ Then Drona, 
with a sharp razor-faced arrow winged with vulturine feathers, 
cut oiF in the middle the bow of that mighty warrior struggling 
in battle.** Then that powerful car-warrior, viz,^ the son of 
Ci9upala, taking up another bow, pierced Drona with many 
shafts winged with the feathers of Kankas and peacocks.** 
Drona then, slaying with four shafts the four steeds of Dhrishta- 
ketu, smilingly cut off the head of the latter’s charioteer from 
his trunk.*® And then he pierced Dhrishtaketu himself with 
five and twenty arrows. The prince of the Chedis then, quickly 
jumping down from his car, took up a mace,*‘ and hurled it at 
the son of Bharadwaja like an angry snake. Beholding that 
heavy mace, endued with the strength of adamant and decked 
with gold, coursing towards him like the death night, the son 
of Bharadwaja cut it off with many thousands of whetted 
arrows.**-** That mace, cut off by Bharadwaja s ^on, O sire, 
with many shafts, fell down, O Kaurava, making the Earth echo 
with its noise.®* Beholding his macc baffled, the wPathfuLand 
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brave Dhrishtaketa hurled a lance and then a dart decked with 
srold.” Cutting off that lance with five shafts, Drona cut off 
that dart also with five arrows. Both those missiles, thus cut 
off, fell down on the Earth like a couple of snakes mangled and 
torn by Garuda.** The valiant son of Bharadwaja then, in 
that ^battle, sped for his destruction a keen shaft at Dhrishta** 
ketu who was battling for the destruction of Bharadwaja him- 
self.®^ That shaft, piercing through the armour and breast of 
Dhrishtaketu of immeasurable energy, entered the Earth like a 
swan diving into a lake overgrown with lotuses.*® As a hungry 
jay seizes and devours a little insect, even so did the heroic 
Drona devour Dhrishtaketu in that great battle.*® Upon the 
slaughter of the ruler of the Chedis, his son who was conver- 
sant with the highest weapons, excited with wrath, sought to 
bear the burthen of his sire.^® Him also, Drona, smiling the 
while, despatched to the abode of Yama by means of his shafts, 
like a huge and mighty tiger in the deep woods slaying an 
infant deer.^^ 

“ ‘While the Panda vas, O Bharata. were thus being thinned, 
the heroic son of Jarasandha rushed towards Drona.** Like 
the clouds shrouding the Sun, he quickly made the mighty- 
armed Drona invisible in that battle by means of his arrowy 
showers.** Beholding that lightness of hand in him, Drona, that 
grinder of Kshatriyas, quickly shot his shafts by hundreds and 
thousands.** Covering (with his arro <vs) in that battle that 
foremost of car-warriors stationed on his car, Drona speedily 
slew the son of Jarasandha in the very sight of all the bow- 
men,** Indeed, Drona, resembling the Destroyer himself, swal- 
lowed up every one who approached him then, like the Destroyer 
swallowing up creatures when their hour arrives.** Then 
Drona, O monarch, proclaiming his name in that battle, covered 
.the Pandavas with many thousands of shafts.*^ Those shafts 
shot by Drona, whetted on stone and engraved with his name, 
slew in that battle men and elephants and steeds by hundreds,** 
Thus slaughtered by Drona like the A suras by Cakra, the 
Panchalas b^g^ to tremble like a herd of kine afflicted with 
cold.*® Indeed, O bu|l of Bharata s race, when the Pandava 
army ibtis being ^ slaughtered by Drona, there arose an 
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awful wail of woe from it,*® Scorched by the Sun and slaught- 
ered by means of those arrows, the Fanchalas then became 
filled with anxiety.** Stupified by Bharadwaja’s son with his. 
arrowy showers in that battle, the mighty car-warriors among 
the PAnchalas felt like persons whose thighs had been seized by 
alligators.** Then, O king, the Chedis, the Srinjayas, the 
Ka9is, and the Ko^alas, rushed cheerful l3{ against the son of 
Bharadwaja from desire of battle.** And the Chedis, the Pan- 
chalas, and the Srinjayas addressed onfe another, saying, — 
Drona is slain ! — Drona is slain ! — Saying these words they 
rushed at that hero.*^ Indeed, all those tigers among men 
fell with their utmost might upon the illustrious Drona, desirous 
of despatching him to the abode of Yama.** Then the son of 
Bharadwaja, by means of his shafts, despatched those brave 
warriors struggling vigorously in battle, especially those fore- 
most ones among the Chedis, into the presence of the king of 
the dead.** After those foremost ones among the Chedis had 
been exterminated, the Panchalas, afflicted with the shafts of 
Drona, began to tremble.** Beholding, O sire, those feats of 
Drona, they loudly called after Bhimasena and Dhrishta- 
dyumna, O Bharata, and said,** — This Brahmana hath, without 
doubt, practised the austerest of penances and acquired great 
ascetic merit ! Inflamed with wrath in battle, he consumeth 
the foremost of Kshatriyas !** A Kshatriya’s duty is battle ; 
a Brahmana 3 , the highest asceticism. A Brahmana endued 
with ascetic merit and learning, is capable of burning every- 
thing with his glances only I*® Many foremost of Kshatriyas, 
having approached the uncrossable and fierce fire of Drona s 
weapons, have, O Bharata, been blasted and consumed !** The 
illustrious Drona, to the measure of his might, courage, and 
perseverance, stupifies all creatures and slays our troops !** — 
Hearing these words of theirs, the mighty Kshatradharman, 
rigidly observant of the duties of a Kshatriya, wrathfully cut 
off with a crescont-shaped arrow the bow of Drona with arrow 
fixed thereon. Then Drona, that grinder of Kshatriyas, becom- 
ing more angry still,®**®* took up another bright bow tougher 
than the one ho laid aside. Fixing on it a keen arrow d<?sh 
tructive of hostile ranks,** the preceptor, endued with great 
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strength, sped it at the prince, drawing the bowstring to his ear* 
That arrow, slaying’ Kshatradharman, entered the Earth.** 
His breast pierced through, he feJl down from his vehicle on 
the Earth. Upon the slaughter of Dhrishtadyumna's son, the 
^Papdava) troops began to tremble.*'^ Then the mighty Cheki- 
tana fell upon Drona. Piercing Drona with ten arrows, he 
once more pierced him with a shaft in the centre of his chest.®* 
And he pierced Drona’s charioteer with four arrows and his 
four steeds also with four. The preceptor then pierced the 
right arm of Chekitana with sixteen arrows,*® and his standard 
with sixteen, and his charioteer with seven. Upon the chariot- 
eer being slain, Chekitana’s steeds fled away, dragging the car 
after them.’* Beholding the steeds of Chekitana pierced with 
the arrows of Bharadwaja’s son, and his car also deprived of 
driver, the Panchatas and the Pandavas were inspired with 
great fear. Drona then, O sire, routing on all sides the Pan- 
chalas and the Srinjayas united together in battle, looked 
exceedingly resplendent. The venerable Drona, full five and 
eighty years of age, dark in hue and with white locks descending 
to his ears, careered in battle like a youth of sixteen. Indeed, 
O king, enemies regarded the foe-slaying Drona as he fearlessly 
careered in battle to be none else than Indra himself armed 
with the thunder. Then, O monarch, *the mighty-armed Dru- 
pada of great intelligence said,’*’’’* — This one (Drona) is slaying 
the Kshatriyas like a hungry tiger slaying smaller animals I 
The sinful Duryodhana of wicked soul will assuredly obtain 
the most miserable regions (in the next world) !’® It is through 
his covetousness that many foremost of Kshatriyas, slain in 
battle, lay prostrate on the field, like mangled bulls,” weltering 
in blood and becoming the food of dogs and jackals ! — Saying 
these words, O monarch, Drupada, that master of an Akshan- 
hini of troops, placing the. Parthas at his head, rushed with 
speed towards Drona.* **’* 


^ The texts req[uires correction. — T. 
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“Sanjaya said, — ‘When the army of the Pandavas was 4,h.vi^ 
agitated on all sides, the Parthas and the Panchalas and the 
Somakas, retreated to a great distance During the progress 
of that fierce battle making the hair \,o stand on end, and of 
that universal carnage like to what happens, O Bharata, at the 
end of the Yuga,^ when, indeed, Drona of great prowess was 
repeatedly uttering leonine shouts, and when the Panchalas 
were being weakened and the Pandavas slaughtered,* king 
Yudhishthira the just, failing to see any refuge in that distress, 
began, O king, to think how the matter would end Casting 
his eyes around in expectation of seeing Savyasachin, Yudhish- 
thira, however, saw neither that son of Pritha nor Madhava.* 
Not seeing that tiger among men, viz., the ape-bannered 
Arjuna, and not hearing also the twang of Gdndiva, the mon- 
arch became filled with anxiety.^ Not seeing Satyaki also, that 
foremost of car-warriors among the Vrishnis, king Yudhish- 
thira the just became equally anxious.^ Indeed, not seeing 
those two foremost of men, Yudhishthira knew no peace. The 
high-souled king Yudhishthira the just, of mighty-arms, fear- 
ing the evil opinion of the world, began to think of Satyaki s 
car. — Cini's grandson Satyaki of true prowess, that dispeller 
of the fears of friends, hath been sent by me in the track of 
Phalguna ! I had only one source of anxiety before. But 
now I have two. I should have tidings of both Satyaki and 
Dhananjaya the son of Pandu ! Having despatched Satyaki to 
follow in the track of Arjuna, whom shall I now send in 
the track of Satyaki ? If by 5very means I endeavour to 
obtain intelligence of my brother only‘* without enquiring after 
Yuyudhana, the world will reproach me ! They will say that, 
— [Yudhishthira the son of Dharma, having enquired after hisi 
brother,** leaves Satyaki of Vrishni*s race, that hero of unfail- 
ing prowess, to his fate !]— Fearing as I do the reproach of the 
world, I should, therefore, send Vrikodara the son of Prftha 
the track of the high-souled Madhava. The love I bear to the 
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Vrishni hero, to that invincible warrior of the Satwata race, 
( viz., S&tyaki), is not less than the love I bear to Arjuna, that 
slayer of foes ! The delighter of tho Cinis hath, again, been set 
by me to a very heavy task !**■*• That mighty warrior, how- 
ever, ‘hath, either for the sake of a Mend’s request or for that 
of honor, penetrated into the Bbarata army like a Makara into 
the ocean.’^ Loud is the noise I hear of unretreating heroes 
fighting together against that Vrishni hero of great intelli- 
gence !‘* Without doubt, they are too many for him ! The time, 
therefore, is come when I should think of his rescue ! It seems 
to me that armed with the bow, Bhimasena the son of Panda 
should go there where those two mighty car- warriors are ! There 
is nothing on Earth that Bhima cannot bear If he strug- 

gles with resolution, he is a match in battle for all the bowmen 
in the world. Depending on the might of his own arms he can 
stand against all foes.*^ Relying on the strength of arms of 
that high-souled warrior, we have been able to come back from 
our exile in the woods and we have never been vanquished in 
battle.** If Bhimasena the son of Pandu proceedeth hence to 
Satyaki, both Satyaki and Phalguna will derive real md !** 
Without doubt, I should not fool any anxiety for Satyaki and 
Phalguna. Both of them are accomplished in weapons, and 
Vasudeva himself is protecting them !** (For all that, I feel 
anxious on their account). I should certainly seek to remove 
my anxiety ! I shall, therefore, set Bhima to follow in the 
wake of Satyaki !** Having done this, I should regard my 
arrangements complete for the rescue of Satyaki ! — Yudhish- 
thira the son of Dharma, having settled this in his mind,'* 
addressed his charioteer and said, — ^Take me to Bhima ! — Hear- 
ing the command of king Yudhishthira the just, the charioteer 
who was versed in horse-lore,”* took that car decked with gold 
to where Bhima was. Arrived at the presence of Bhima, the 
king, remembwing the occasion,** became unmanned by grief, 
and pressed Bhima with diverse solicitations. Indeed, over- 
whelmed with grief, the monarch addressed Bhima.** And these 
were the words,. O king, that Yudhishthira the son of Kunti 
then sidd unto him : — O Bhima, I do not behold the standard of 
that Arjuna, whh on a single car bad vanquished of all the 
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gods^ the Oandharvas, and Asuraa / — ^Then Bhimasena, ad- 
dressing king Yudhishthira the just who was in that plight, 
said,*®"*" — ^Never before did I see or hear thee afflicted with such 
cheerlessness ! Indeed, formerly, when we were pierced with 
grief, it was thou who hadst been our comforter !** Bise, {tie®/ 
O king of kings, say what I am to do for thee ! O giver of 
honors, there is nothing that I cannot do !•* Tell me what your 
commands are, O foremost one of Kuru's race ! Do not set your 
heart on grief! — Unto Bhimasena then, the king with a sorrow- 
ful face and eyes bathed in tears said, sighing the while like 
a black cobra,®^ — The blasts of the conch Pcinchajanya, wrath- 
fully blown by Vasudeva of world- wide renown, are being heard ! 
It seems, from this, that thy brother Dhananjaya lieth today on 
the field, deprived of life !*•*"*• Without doubt, Arjuna having 
been slain, Janarddana is battling * That hero of great might, 
relying on whose prowess the Pandavas axe alive,*^ he to whom 
we always turn in times of fear like the celestials towards their 
chief of a thousand eyes, that hero hath, in search after the ruler 
of the Sindh us, penetrated into the Bharata host !** I know 
this, O Bhima, viz., that he hath gone, but he hath not yet 
returned ! Dark in complexion, youthful in years, of curly locks, 
exceedingly handsome, a mighty car- warrior,*® of broad chest 
and long arms, possessed of the tread of an infuriate elephant, 
of eyes of the color of burnished copper and like those of a 
chakra, that brother of thine enhances the fears of foes !*• 
Blessed be thou, even this is the cause of my grief, O chastiser 
of foes ! For Arjuna’s sake, O thou of mighty arms, as also 
for the sake of Satwata,^^ my grief increaseth like a blazing 
fire fed with libations of clarified butter ! I do not see his stan- 
dard ! For this am I stupified with sorrow !** Without doubt, 
he hath been slain, and Elrishna, skilled in battle, is fighting ! 
Know also that that tiger among men, that mighty car- warrior, 
viz.y Satwata, is slain 1^* Alas, Satyaki hath followed in the 
wake of that other mighty car- warrior, viz*, thy broth er ! 
Without seeing Satyaki also, I am stupified with grief 1^* 
Therefore, O son of Kunti, go thither where Dhananjaya is 
and Satyaki also of mighty energy, if, of course, thou thinfeest 
it thy duty^* to obey my words, O thou that art acquainted 
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with duty ! Remember that I am thy eldest brother ! Thou 
shouldst think Satyaki to be dearer to thee than Arjuna him- 
self!** 0 son of Pritha, Satyaki hath gone, from desire of 
doing good to me, in the track of Arjuna, a track that is incap- 
able^ of being trod by persons of vile souls Beholding the 
two Krishnas and Satyaki also of the Satwata race sound and 
whole, send me a message, O son of Pandu, by [^uttering a 
leonine roar ! — ’ 


Section CXXVII. 

“Bhima said, — That car*which formerly bore Brahman and ] 
I(jana and India and Varuna (to battle),} mounting upon that 
car, have the two Krishnas gone ! They can have no fear of 
danger!^ Taking, however, thy command on my head, lo, I 
am going ! Do not grieve ! Meeting with those tigers among 
men, I shall send thee intelligence !® — ' 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Having said these words, the mighty Bhima 
began to prepare for setting out, repeatedly making over 
Yudhishthira to Dhrishtadyumna and the other friends (of the 
Paiidava cause).* Indeed, Bhimasena of mighty strength ad- 
dressing Dhrishtadyumna, said, — It is known to theo, O thou of 
mighty arms, how the mighty car- warrior Drona* is always on 
the alert to seize king Yudhishthira the just by all means in 
his power 1 Indeed, O son of Prishata, I should never place my 
going (to Arjuna and Satyaki) above my duty of protecting the 
king 1 King Yudhishthira, however, hath commanded me to 
go. I dare not contradict him I shall go thither where the 
ruler of the Sindhus stayeth at the point of death. I should, 
in complete triistfullness, act according to the words of king 
Yudhishthira the just I shall, therefore, follow in the wake 
of my bjfether (Arjuna) and of Satyaki endued with great in- 
telligence. Thou shouldst, therefore, vigorously resolved on 
fight, ^protect Yudhishthira the son of Pritha today !* Of all 
tasks, this is thy highest duty in battle 1 — Thus addressed by 
Vrikodara, 0 monarch, Dhrishtadyumna replied,® — I shall do 

♦ The line of 4 and the first line of 6 I render freely. — T. 
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what thou wishest ! Go, O son of Pritha, without any anxiety 
of the kind ! Without- slaying Dhrishtadyumna in battle, 
Drona*® will never be able to humiliate king Yudhishthira in the 
fight ! — ^Thus making the royal sou of Pandu over to Dhrishta- 
dyumna,” and saluting his eldest brother, Bhimasena proceed- 
ed towards the spot where Phalguna was. Before dismissing 
him, however, king Yudhishthira the just, O Bharata, embrac- 
ed Bhimasena^® and smelt his head and tprdnounced auspicious 
blessings upon him. After circumambulating a number of 
Brahmanas previously gratified with worship and presents,** and 
touching the eight kinds of auspicious articles, and quaffing 
Kairdtaka honey, that hero, the corners of whose eyes had 
become red in intoxication, felt his might to be doubled/^ 
The Brahmanas performed propitiatory ceremonies for him. 
Various omens, indicative of success, greeted him. Beholding 
them, he felt the delight of anticipated victory.** Favorable 
winds began to blow and indicate his success. Then the mighty- 
armed Bhimasena, that foremost of car-warriors, clad in mail, 
decked with ear-rings and Angadas, and his hands cased in 
leathern fences, mounted on his own excellent car. His costly 
coat of mail, made of black steel and decked with gold,*®'” look- 
ed like a cloud charged with lightning. His body was beauti- 
fully covered with yellow and red and black and white robes.** 
Wearing a colored curass that protected also his neck, Bhimasena 
looked resplendent like a cloud decked with a rainbow, 

“ ‘While Bhimasena was on the point of setting out against 
thy troops from desire of battle,*® the fierce blasts of Pdneha- 
janya were once more heard. Hearing those loud and terri- 
ble blasts capable of filling the three worlds with fear,*® the son 
of Dharma once more addressed Bhimasena, saying, — There, 
the Vrishni hero is fiercely blowing his conch !** Indeed, that 
prince of conchs is filling the Earth and the welkin with its 
sound ! Without doubt, Savyasachin having fallen into great 
distress,** the bearer of the discus and the mace is batUjng with 
all the Kurus! Without doubt, the venerable Kunti, and 
Draupadi, and Sitbhadra, are all, with their relatives and 
friends, beholding today exceedingly inauspicious omens ! ThcT^y^ 
fore, O Bhima, go thithe^with speed where Dhananjaya is 
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All the paints of the compass, O Partha, seem empty to my 
eyes in cons0q[iience of my (unsatisfied) desire to see Dhanan-- 
jaya and owing also to Satwata !*•— Repeatedly urged by his 
superior to go, the valiant son of PSndu, viz.^ Bhimasena, O 
king ••' casing his hands in leathern fence, took up his bow. 
Urged by his eldest brother, that brother {viz,, Bhimasena,) 
who was devoted to his brother’s good cause d drums to be 
beat. And Bhima foi^cibly blew his conch also and uttering 
leonine roars, began to twang his bow.*® Damping the hearts 
of hostile heroes by those leonine roars, and assuming a dread- 
ful form, he rushed against his foes.** Swift and well-broken 
steeds of the foremost breed, neighing furiously, bore him# 
Endued with the speed of the wind or thought, their reins were 
held by Vi^oka.®* Then the son of Pritha, drawing the bow- 
string with great force, began to crush the head of the hostile 
array, mangling and piercing and grinding the combatants 
there.*®^ And as that mighty-armed hero proceeded, the brave 
Panchalas and the Somakas followed him behind, like the celes- 
tials following Maghavat.®* Then the brothers Dus(jala and 
Chitrasena and Kundabhedin and Viving5ati, and Durmukha 
and Dussaha and Cala, and Vinda and Anuvinda and Sumukha 
and Dirghavahu and Sudar^ana, and Vrindaraka and Suhasta 
and Siishena and Dirghalochana, and Abhaya and Raudrakar- 
man and Suvarman and Durvimochana, approaching, encom- 
passed Bhimasena.®®*®® Those foremost of car-warriors, those 
heroes, all looking resplendent, with their troops and followers, 
firmly resolved upon battle, rushed against Bhimasena.®* That 
heroic and mighty car-warrior, viz., Kunti’s son Bhimasena of 
great prowess, thus encompassed, cast his eyes on tbeiu,*^ and 
rushed against them with the impetuosity of a lion against 
smaller animals. Those heroes, displaying celestial and mighty 
weapons,®® covered Bhima with shafts like clouds shrouding the 
risen Sun. Transgressing all those warriors with impetuosity, 
Bhimggppi^ rushed against Drona’s division,®* and covered the 
elephant force before him with showers of arrows. The son of 

♦ Arttfan id manflinfj, Virujan is piercing ; and Vikarskan is crush* 
iig or grinding, as explained by Nilakantha,— T. 



mAtmk Paata.] BSONA PASTA. 381 

the Wind-god, mangUngwith his shafts in almost no time that 
elephant division, dispeised it in all chrections. Indeed, like 
animals terrified in the fcl>test at the roar of a ^arahha,**"** 
those elephants all fled away, uttering firightful criea Fkssifig 
over that ground with great speed, he then approached the 
division of Drona.** Then the preceptor checked his course like 
the continent resisiting the surging sea.. Smilingly he struck 
the son of Pandu in his forehead with ,a shaft.** Thereupon 
the son of Pandu looked resplendent like the Sun with upward 
rays. The preceptor thought that Bhima would reverence him ’ 
as Phalguna had done before. Addressing Vrikodara, therefore, 
he said, — O Bhimasena, it is beyond thy power to enter into 
the hostile host,**^* without vanquishing me, thy foe, in battle, 

O thou of mighty strength ! Although Krishna with thy 
younger brother hath penetrated this host with my permission, 
thyself, however, wilt never succeed in so doing 5 — Hearing 
these words of the preceptor, the dauntless Bhima,**"** excited 
with wrath, and his eyes red as blood or burnished copper, 
quickly replied unto Drona, saying, — O wretch of a Brahmans, 
it cannot be that Arjuna hath entered this host with thy per- 
mission ! He is invincible ! He would penetrate into the host 
commanded by Cakra himself ! If he offered thee reverential 
worship, it was only for honoring thee !**"** But know, O 
Drona, that myself am no compassionate Arjuna. On the other 
hand, I am Bhimasena, thy foe ! We regard thee as our father, 
preceptor, and friend ! Ourselves we look upon as thy sons I**" 
Thinking so we always humble ourselves to thee ! When, 
however, thou usest such words towards us today, it seems that 
all that is altered !‘* If thou regardest thyself as our foe, let 
it be as thou thinkest ! Being none else than Bhima, I will 
presently act towards thee as I should towards a foe !*• — Saying 
this, Bhima, whirling a mace like the Destroyer himself whirl- 
ing his fatal rod, hurled it, O king, at Drona. DroB%k>bow- 
eyer, had quickly jumped down from his car,** (and that proved 
his safety). For that mace pressed down into the Earth the^car 
of Drona, with its steeds, driver, and standard Then Bhima 
crushed numerous warriors like the tempest crushing trees 
with its force.** Then those sous of thine once more encbm- 
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passed that foremost of car-warriors. Meanwhile Drona, that 
foremost of smiters, mounting another chariot,®* proceeded to 
the gate of the array and stayed there for battle. Then, O king, 
ih% angry Bhima of great prowess,** covered the car-division 
in his front with showers of shafts. Then those mighty car- 
warriors, viz., thy sons, thus struck in battle,®^ endued as they 
were with great strength, fought with Bhima from desire of 
victory. Then Dus9asana, excited with wrath, hurled at 
Bhimasena a keen dart made entirely of iron, wishing to slay 
the son of Pandu. Bhima, however, cut in twain that fierce 
dart hurled by thy son, as it coursed towards him. This feat 
seemed exceedingly wonderful. The mighty son of Pandu then, 
with three other keen shafts, slew the three brothers Kundabhe- 
din and Sushena and Dirghanetra. And again amongst those 
heroic sons of thine battling with him, Bhima slew the heroic 
Vrindaraka, that enhancer of the fame of the Kurus. And 
again, with three other shafts, Bhima slew three other sons of 
thine, viz., Abhaya and Raudrakarman and Durvimochana. 
Thus slaughtered, O king, by that mighty warrior, thy sons*®"*® 
surrounded Bhima, that foremost of smiters, on all sides. 
They then showered their arrows upon that son of Pandu, of 
terrible deeds,*^ like the clouds at the end of summer pouring 
torrents of rain on the mountain-breast. That slayer of hosts, 
viz., the heir of Pandu, received that arrowy shower like a 
mountain receiving a shower of stones. Indeed, the heroic 
Bhima felt no pain. Then the son of Kunti, smiling the while, 
despatched by means of his shafts thy sons Vinda and Anu- 
vinda and Suvarman to the abode of Yama. Then the son of 
Pandu, O bull of Bharata s race, quickly pierced in that battle 
thy heroic son Sudar9ana. The latter thereupon fell down and 
expired. Within a very short time, the son of Pandu, casting 
his glances on that car-force, caused it by his shafts to fly away 
in directions. Then like a herd of deer frightened at the 
clatter of wheels or a loud shout,*®"** thy sons, in that 
battle, O king, aflflicted with the fear of Bhimasena, sud- 
denly broke and fled.’* The son of Kunti, however, pursued 
ih 4 t larie force of thy sons, and began, O king, to pierce the 
Kauravas from every side,’^ Thy soldiers, O monarch, thus 
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slaughtered by Bhimasena, fled away from battle, avoiding the 
son of Pandu and urging their own excellent steeds to their 
greatest speed,’* The mighty Bhimasena then, having van- 
quished them in battle, pttered leonine roars and made a great 
noise by slapping his armpits.’* And the mighty Bhima, having 
made also a fierce noise with his palms and thereby frigliteiied 
that car-force, and having slain the formost of warriors that 
were in it, passed towards the division of Drona, transgressing 
that car-force (which he had vanquished).* 


Section CXXVIII. 

^‘Sanjaya said, — 'After the son of Pandu had crossed that 
car-force, the preceptor Drona, smiling the while, covered him 
with showers of arrows, desirous of checking his course.^ Stupi- 
fying thy force then with his powers of illusion, and drinking, 
as it were, those shafts shot from the bow of Drona, Bhima- 
sena rushed against those brothers, (viz,, thy sons).* Then 
many kings, that were all great bowmen, urged by thy sons, 
rushing impetuously, began to surround him.* Encompassed 
by them, O Bharata, Bhima, smiling the while and uttering 
a leonine roar, took up and hurled at them with great force a 
fierce mace destructive of hostile ranks. That mace of adam- 
antine strength, hurled like Indra*s thunder by Indra himself,^"* 
crushed, O king, thy soldiers in battle. And it seemed to fill, 
O king, the whole Earth with a loud noise.® And blaz- 
ing forth in splendour, that fierce mace inspired thy sons with 
fear. Beholding that mace of impetuous course and endued 
with lightning flashes coursing towards them,’ thy warriors fled 
away, uttering frightful cries. And at the unbearable sound, 
O sire,® of that fierce mace, many men fell down where they 
stood, and many car- warriors also fell down from their cars. 
Slaughtered by Bhimasena armed with the mace, thy warriors* 
fled away in fear from battle, like deer attacked by**«^tiger. 
The son of Kunti, routing in battle those valorous foes of 
his,*® impetuously crossed that force like Garuda of beautiful 
feathers. 
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" ‘While Bhimasena, that leader of leaders of ear-divisioiw, 
was employed in such carnage, BharadwSja’s son, O king, rushed 
at him. And Drona, checking Bhima by means of his arrowy 
shbwers,**"** suddenly uttered a leonine roar that inspired the 
Pandavaa with fear. The battle that took place between Drona 
and the high-souled Bhima was, O king, furious and terribe and 
resembled the encounter between the gods and the Aauraa of 
old. Heroic warriors by hundreds and thousands were in that 
battle begun to be slain by the keen shafts shot from the bow 
of Drona. The son of Pandu then, jumping down from his car, 
shut his eyes, O king, and rushed on foot with great speed 
towards the car of Drona. Indeed, as a bovine bull easily bears 
a heavy shower of rain,‘*~'* even so that tiger among men, viz., 
Bhima, bore that arrowy downpour from Drona’s bow. Struck 
in that battle, O sire, by Drona, the mighty Bhima, seizing 
Drona’s car by the shaft, threw it down with great force. Thus 
thrown down in battle, O king, Drona, however, quickly mount- 
ing another car, proceeded towards the gate of the array, his 
driver urging his steeds at that time with great speed”"* * 
That feat, O thou of Kuru’s race, achieved by Bhimasena, 
seemed exceedingly wonderful. The mighty Bhima then, 
mounting upon his own car,*” rushed impetuously towards the 
army of thy son. And he crushed the Eshatriyas in that battle 
. liiro a tempest crushing rows of trees.** Indeed, Bhima proceed- 
ed, resisting the hostile warriors like the mountain resisting the 
surging sea. Coming then upon the Bhoja, troops that were 
protected by the son of Hridika'** Bhimasena, O king, grinded 
it greatly, and passed through it. Frightening the hostile 
soldiers with the sound of his palms, O sire,** Bhima vanquish- 
ed them all like a tiger vanquishing a herd of bovine bulls. 
Passing through the Bhoja division and that of the Eamvojas 
also,** and the countless tribes of Mlechas too, who were all 
accomplished in fight, and beholding that mighty car-warrior, 
via., Satyaki, engaged in fight,** Bhimasena the son of Eunti, 
O mo9KI^ iwoceeded resolutely and with gre^ speed, desirous 
of having a sight of Dhananjaya.** Transgressing all thy 
wainors -in that : battle, the son of Pandu then sighted the 


cw-ftarrior Arjuna engaged in the fight.** The valiant 
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Bhimtu, thcit tiger among men, beholding Arjuna putting forth 
his prowess for the slaughter of the ruler of the Sindhus, utter- 
ed a loud shout,*® like, O monarch, the clouds roaring in the 
season of rains, Those terrible shouts of the roaring Bhimasena 
were, O thou of Kuru’s race, heard by both Arjuna and* Vasu- 
deva in the midst of that battle ! Both those heroes, simultane- 
ously hearing that shout of the mighty Bhkna,*®^®® repeatedly 
shouted themselves from desire of beholding Vrikodara. Then 
Arjuna uttering a loud roar, and Madhalfa also doing the same,®* 
careered in battle like a couple of roaring bulls. Hearing then 
that roar of Bhimasena, as also that of Phalguna armed with 
the bow,®* Yudhishthira the son of Dharma, O king, became 
highly gratified. And king Yudhishthira, hearing those sounds 
of Bhima and Arjuna, had his grief dispelled.®* And the lord 
Yudhishthira repeatedly wished success to Dhananjaya in 
battle. 

“ ‘While the fierce Bhima was thus roaring, the mighty- 
armed Yudhishthira the son of Dharma, that foremost of vir- 
tuous men, smilingly reflected awhile and thus worded the 
thoughts that inspired his heart :®* — O Bhima, thou hast truly 
sent me the message ! Thou hast truly obeyed the commands 
of thy superior ! They, O sou of Pandu, can never have victory 
that have thee for their foe 1®* By good luck it is that Dhanan- 
jaya, capable of shooting the bow with (even) his left hand, 
still liveth ! By good luck the heroic Satyaki also, of prowess 
incapable of being baffled, is safe and sound !®^ By good 
luck it is that I hoar both Vasudeva and Dhananjaya utter- 
ing these roars ! Ho who, having vanquished Cakra himself 
ill battle, had gratified the beater of sacrificial libations,®* 
that slayer of foes, viz., Phalguna, by good luck still liv- 
eth in this battle ! He, relying upon the might of whose 
arms all of us are alive,®* that slayer of hostile armies, viz., 
Phalguna, by good luck, liveth still 1 He by whom with the 
aid of a single bow the Nivatakavachas were vanquished, 
tliosQ Ddnavas, tJiat is, that were incapable of being^‘"de1ESated 
by the very gods, ho, viz., Partha, by good luck, liveth still ! 
He who had vanquished in Matsya’s city all the Kauravas a«k 
sembled together for seizing Virata’s kine, that Partha, by 
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good luck, liveth still ! He who, by the might of his arms, 
slew fourteen thousands of Kalakeyas, that Partha, by good 
luck, liveth still ! He who, for Duryodhana’s sake, had van- 
qubhed, by the energy of his weapons, the mighty king of the 
Gandharvas, that P&rtha, by good luck, liveth still ! Hocked 
with diadem and garlands (of gold), endued with great strength, 
having white steeds (yoked to his car) and Krishna himself 
for his charioteer,^®*** that Phalguna, always dear to me, by 
good luck, liveth still ! feurning with grief on account of the 
death of his son, endeavouring to achieve a most difficult feat,** 
and even now seeking to slaughter Jayadratha, alas, he that 
hath made that vow, viz., Dhananjaya, will he succeed in slay- 
ing the ruler of tho Sindhus in battle ?** After he, protected 
by Vasudeva, will have accomplished that vow of his, shall I 
behold that Arjiina again, before the sun sets ?*’ Shall the 
ruler of the Sindhus who is devoted to Duryodhana’s welfare, 
slain by Phalguna, gladden his foes?*® Shall king Duryo- 
dhana, beholding the ruler of the Sindhus slain in battle, make 
peace with us ?** Beholding his brothers slain in battle by 
Bhimasena, shall the wicked Duryodhana make peace with us ?*® 
Beholding other great warriors lying prostrate on the sur- 
face of the Earth, shall the wicked Duryodhana give way to 
remorse !** Shall not our hostilities cease with the single 
sacrifice of Bhishma ? Shall that Suyodhana make peace with us 
for saving the remnant (of what is still left to him and us) ?*• 
— Diverse reflections of this kiiid passed through the mind of 
king Yudhishthira who was overwhelmed with compassion. 
Meanwhile, the battle (between the Paudavas and the Kaura- 
vas) raged furiously.’ ”** 


Secti6n CXXIX. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘While the mighty Bhimasena was 
uttering those loud shouts deep as the roar of the clouds or 
pealffTSrth under, what heroes (of our side) surrounded him ?* 
I do not behold that warrior, O Sanjaya, in the three worlds, 
irho is capable pf staying before the enraged Bhimasena iu 
battle !* I do not, O son, behold him that would stay on the 
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field of battle before Bhimasona armed with to ace and resem- 
bling Death himself !* Who will stand before that Bhiina, not 
excepting Cakra himself;- that destroys a car with a car, and 
an elephant with an elephant ?** Who, amongst those devot- 
ed to Duryodhana’s welfare, stood in battle before Bhlmasena 
excited with rage and engaged in slaughtering my sons ?• Who 
were those men that stood in batttle in front of Bhimasona 
engaged in consuming my sons like a forest conflagration con- 
suming dry leaves and straw ?* Who whre they that surrounded 
Bhima in battle, beholding my sons slain by him one after 
another like Death himself cutting off all creatures I do 
not fear Arjuna so much, or Krishna so much, or Satyaki so 
much, or him (viz., Dhrishtadyumna) so much who was born 
of the sacrificial fire, as I fear Bhima !* Tell me, O Sanjaya, 
who were those heroes that rushed against that blazing fire, 
represented by Bhima, which so consumed my sons ?’® 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘While the mighty car- warrior Bhimasena 
was uttering those roars, the mighty Karna, unable to bear them, 
rushed at him with a loud shout, stretching his bow with 
great force. Indeed, the mighty Karna, desirous of battle, dis- 
played his strength, and checked Bhima's course like a tall 
tree withstanding the tempest. The heroic Bhima also,, beholdr 
ing Vikartana’s son before him, suddenly blazed up in wrath 
and sped at him with great force many shafts whetted on stone- 
Kama received all those shafts and sped many in return.*®"^® 
At that encounter between Bhima and Karna, hearing tho 
sounds of their palms, tho limbs of all the struggling combat- 
ants, car-warriors, and horsemen, began to tremble. Indeed, 
hearing the terrible roars of Bhimasena on the field of battle, 
oven all the foremost of Kshatriyas regarded the whole Earth and 
the welkin to be filled by that noise. And at the fierce peats 
uttered by the high-souled son of Pandu,^* the bows of all 
warriors in that battle dropped on the Earth. And steeds and 
elephants, O king, dispirited, ejected urine and excreta. Vari- 
bus frightful omens of evil then made their appearance. The 


* /. e., using cars and elephants as weapons for destroying ears and 

elephants. — T. 
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welkin was covered with flights of vultures and Kankas during 
that terrific encounter between Bhima and Karna.*® Then 
Kama struck Bhima with twenty arrows, and quickly pierced 
the latter s charioteer also with five.*® Smiling, the mighty 
and 'active Bhima then, in that battle, quickly sped at Kama 
four and sixty arrows.®^ Then Kama, O king, sped four shafts 
at him. Bhima, by moans of his straight shafts, cut them into 
many fragments, O king, displaying his lightness of hand. 
Then Kama covered him with dense showers of arrows.®*'*® 
Thus covered by Kama, the mighty son of Pandu, however, 
cut off Kama’s bow at the handle, and then pierced Kama 
with ten straight arrows. The Sutas son then, that mighty 
car- warrior of terrible deeds, taking up another bow and string- 
ing it quickly, pierced Bhima in that battle (with many shafts). 
Thou Bhima, excited with rage struck the Siitas son with 
great force in the chest with throe straight shafts. With those 
arrows sticking at his breast, Kama looked beautiful,®^*®^ O 
bull of Bharata’s race, like a mountain with three tall summits. 
Thus pierced with mighty shafts, blood began to flow from his 
wounds*® like torrents of liquid red chalk adown the breast of 
a mountain. Afflicted with those shafts shot with great force, 
Kama became agitated a little.*® Fixing an arrow then on his 
bow, he pierced Bhima again, O sire ! And once more ho began 
to shoot arrows by hundreds and thousands.®* Suddenly shroud- 
e J with shafts by that firm bowman, viz,, Kama, the son of 
Pandu, smiling the while, cut off Kama’s bowstring.®^ And 
then, with a broad-headed arrow, he despatched Kama’s chariot- 
eer to the abode of Yama. And that mighty car-warrior, viz,, 
Bhima, deprived the four steeds also of Kama of their lives.®* 
The mighty car-warrior Kama then, speedily jumping down, O 
king, from his steedless car, mdunted the car of Vrishasena.®® 
The valiant Bhimasena then, having vanquished Kama in battle, 
uttered a loud shout deep as the roar of the clouds.®^ Hearing 
that roar,jP Bharata, Yudhishthira became highly gratified, 
knowing that Kama had been vanquished by Bhimasena.®® And 
the comhat^its of the Pandava army blew their conchs from 
\iy6ty side. Their eneniios, viz,, thy warriors, hearing that noise, 
roared loudly,®® Arjuna stretched Gdndiva, and Krishna blew 
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Panehajanya. Drowning, however, all those sounds, the 
noise made by the roaring Bhima,*’^ was, O king, heard by 
all the combatants, 0 sire ! Then those two warriors, vik, 
Kama and Bhima, each struck the other with straight shafts. 
The son of Radha, however, shot his shafts mildly, but the son 
of Paiidu shot his with great force.' 


Section CXXX. ’ 

“Saiijaya said, — After that army had (thus) been routed, 
and Arjuna and Satwata and Bhimasona had all gone after 
the ruler of the Sindhus, thy son (Duryodhana) proceeded to- 
wards Drona/ And Duryodhana went to the preceptor, on his 
single car, thinking, by the way, of diverse duties. That car 
of thy son, endued with the speed of the wind or thought, pro- 
ceeded with great celerity towards Drona. With eyes red in 
wrath, thy son addressed the preceptor and said,®"* — O grinder 
of foes, Arjuna and Bhimasena, and the unvanquished Satyaki, 
and many mighty car-warriors, defeating all our troops, have 
succeeded in approaching the ruler of the Sindhus ! Indeed, 
those mighty car-warriors, having vanquished all the troops, 
themselves unvanquished, are fighting even there ! O giver of 
lionors, how hast thou been trangressed by both Satyaki and 
Bhima 0 foremost of Brahmanas, this thy defeat at the 
hands of Satwata, of Arjuna, and of Bhimasena, is, like the 
drying of the ocean, exceedingly wonderful in this world ! 
People arc loudly asking,— [How, indeed, could Drona, that 
master of the science of arms, be vanquished Even thus 
are all the warriors speaking in depreciation of thco ! Destruc- 
tion is certain for my luckless self in battle,® when three car- 
warriors, O tiger among men, have in succession transgressed 
thee ! When, however, all this hath happened, tell us what 
thou hast to say on the business that awaits us What hath ^ 
happened, is past 1 O giver of honors, think now of what 
remains ! Say quickly what should next be done for the ^uler 
of the Sindhus on the present occasion, and let what thou 
sayest bo quickly and properly carried out 
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“‘Drona saiJ, — Liston, O great king, to what I, having 
reflected much, say unto thee about what should now bo done ! 
As yet only three great car-warriors among the Fandavas have 
transgressed us.‘* We have as much fear behind those three as 
wo have before them.* There, however, where Krishna and 
Dhananjaya are, our fears must be greater.** The Bharata 
army hath been attacked both before and behind. In this pass I 
think that the protection of the ruler of the Sindhus is what I 
think our first duty.** Jayadratha, afraid of Dhananjaya, de- 
serves of all to be protected by us ! The heroic Yuyudhana 
and Vrikodara have both gone against the ruler of the Sin- 
dhus.** All this that hath come is the fruit of that match at 
dice conceived by Cakuni’s intellect. Neither victory nor defeat 
took place in the (gaming) assembly.** Now that wo are engaged 
in this sport, there will be victory or defeat ! Those innocent 
things with which Cakuni had formerly played in the Kuru 
assembly*’* and which he regarded as dice, were in reality in- 
vincible shafts. Truly, there where, O sire, the Kauravas were 
congregated, they Were not dice, but terrible arrows capable of 
mangling your bodies ! At present, however, O king, know 
these combatants for players, these shafts for dice,'*"*’ and the 
ruler of the Sindhus, without doubt, 0 monarch, for the stake, 
in this game of battle ! Indeed, Jayadratha is the groat stake 
about which we are playing today with the enemy !** Under 
the circumstances, therefore, O monarch, all of us, becoming 
reckless of our very lives, should make due arrangements for 
the protection of the ruler of the Sindhus in battle !** En- 
gaged as we are in our present sport, it is here that we will 
have victory or defeat, here, that is, whore those great bowmen 
are protecting the ruler of the Sindhus !** Go thither, there- 
fore, with speed, and protect those protectors (of Jayadratha) ! 
As regards myself, I will stay here, for despatching others (to 
the presence of Jayadratha)** and checking the Panchalas, the 
Fajtdusj^jand the Srinjayas united together !— Thus commanded 


* The fear behind them was from the P&ndava army. Tl)e fear be/ora 
them was from the car warriors who had succeeded in penetrating the 

Kuru hofit.—T 
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by the preceptor, Duryodhana quickly proceeded (to the place 
indicated) with his followers, resolutely setting his self to (the 
accomplishment of ) a fierce task. The two protectors of the 
wheels of Arjuna’s car, viz., the PEnchala princes Yudhamanyu 
and Uttamaujas,***^* were at that time proceeding towards 
Savyasachin by the skirts of the ICuru array. Thou mayst 
remember, O king, that formerly while Arjuna penetrated 
thy host from desire of battle, those two princes, O monarch, 
had been checked in their progress b^, Kritavarman. Now, 
the Kuru king beheld them proceeding by the skirts of his 
host.*®**^ The mighty Duryodhana of Bharata's race lost no 
time in engaging in a fierce battle with those two brothers thus 
rushing furiously Those two foremost of Kshatriyas, reput- 
ed as mighty car-warriors, then rushed, in that battle, at 
Duryodhana, with outstretched bows.*® Yudhamanyu pierced 
Duryodhana with twenty, and his four steeds with four shafts.*® 
Duryodhana, however, with a single shaft, cut off Yudha- 
manyu’s standard. And thy son then cut off the former's bow 
also with another shaft.*^ And then with a broad-headed arrow 
the Kuru king felled Yudhamanyu's charioteer from his niche 
in the car. And then he pierced the four steeds of the latter 
with four shafts.®* Then Yudhamanyu, excited with wrath, 
quickly sped, in that battle, thirty shafts at the centre of thy 
son's chest.®* Then Uttamaujas also, excited with wrath, pierced 
Duryodhana’s charioteer with shafts decked with gold, and des- 
patched him to Yama's abode.®^ Duryodhana also, 0 monarch, 
then slew the four steeds as also the two Pdrshni charioteers 
of Uttamaujas the prince of the Panchalas.*® Then Uttamau- 
jas, in that battle, becoming steedless and driverless, quickly 
ascended the car of his brother Yudhamanyu.®* Ascending on 
the car of his brother, he struck Duryodhana's steeds with many 
shafts. Slain therewith, those steeds fell down on the Earth.®^ 
Upon the fall of his steeds, the valiant Yudhamanyu then, by 
a mighty weapon, quickly cut off Duryodhana’s bow, and then 
(with another shaft ) his leathern fence.*® That biHl 
men then, viz,, thy son, jumping down from that steedless and 
drivcriess car, took up a mace and proceeded against tliQ t\jp 
princes of Pauchala.*® Beholding that subjugator of hostile 
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towns thus advancing in wrath, both Yudhamanyu and Uttamau- 
jas jumped down from the terraoe of their car.*® Then Duryo- 
dhana, armed as he was with a mace, pressed down into the 
Earth with that mace that foremost of cars decked with gold, 
with , steeds and driver and standard.*' Thy son then, that 
scorcher of foes, having thus crushed that car, steedless and 
driverless as he himself was, quickly ascended the car of the 
king of the Madras.** Meanwhile those two mighty car- 
warriors, viz., those tvYb foremost of Fanchala princes, ascend- 
ing on two other cars, proceeded towards Arjuna.’ ”** 


Section CXXXI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘During the progress, O monarch, of that 
battle making the hair to stand on end, and when all the com- 
batants were filled with anxiety and greatly afflicted,* the son 
of Radha, O bull of Bharata's race, proceeded against Bhima 
for battle, like an infuriate elephant in the forest proceeding 
against another infuriate elephant.’* 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘How raged that battle, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Arjuna’s car, between those two mighty car-war- 
riors, viz., Bhima and Karna, both of whom are endued with 
great strength ?* Once before, Kama had been vanquished by 
Bhimasena in battle. How, therefore, could the mighty car- 
warrior Karna again proceed against Bhima ?* How also 
could Bhima proceed against the Suta’s son, that mighty war- 
rior who is reckoned the greatest of car-warriors on Earth ?* 
Yudhishthira the son of Dharma, having prevailed over Bhish- 
ma and Drona, did not fear anybody else so much as tho 
bowman Karna !* Indeed, thinking of the mighty car- warrior 
Karna, he passeth his nights sleeplessly from fear ! How, then, 
could Bhima encounter that Suta’a son in battle Indeed, 
O Sanjaya, how could Bhima fight with Karna, that foremost 
of warriors, that hero devoted to the Brahmanas, endued with 
energy,' fed never retreating from battle ?* How, indeed, did 
those two heroes, viz., the Svbta’a son and Vrikodara, fight with 
eachcother in that encounter which took place in the vicinity of 
Arjuna’s car ?" ; Informed before of his brotherhood (with the 



BADRI PAIIVA.] 


DRONA PARITAi 


393 


Pandavas), the Suta'sBon is, again, compassionate. Remember- 
ing also his words to Kunti, how oonld he fight with Bhima?*® 
As regards Bhima alsoj remembering all the wrongs formerly 
inflicted on him by the 8uta*s son, how did that hero fight 
with Kama in battle ?“ My son Duryodhana, O . Swta, 
hopeth that Kama will vanquish all the Panda vas in battle ?** 
He upon whom my wretched son resteth his hope of victory in 
battle, how did he fight with Bhimasena of terrible deeds ?** 
That Svbta^s son, relying upon whom my sons chose hostilities 
with those mighty car- warriors (viz.^ the sons of Pandu), how 
did Bhima fight with hi^n Indeed, remembering the diverse 
wrongs and injuries done by him, how did Bhima fight mth 
that son of a Swta How, indeed, could Bhima fight with 
that son of a Suta^ who, endued with great valour, had for- 
merly subjugated the whole Earth on a single car How did 
Bhima fight with that son of a Suta, who was born with a 
(natural) pair of ear-rings ?*’ Thou art skilled in narration, 
O Sanjaya ! Tell me, therefore, in detail how the battle took 
place between those two, and who amongst them obtained 
the victory 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Leaving Radha’s son, that foremost of car- 
warriors, Bhimasena, desired to proceed to the place where those 
two heroes, viz,, Krishna and Dhananjaya, were.** The son of 
Radha, however, rushing towards him as he proceeded, covered 
him, O king, with dense showers of arrows like a cloud pouring 
torrents of rain on a mountain.*^ The mighty son of Adhi- 
ratha, his face beautiful as a full-blown lotus lighted up with a 
smile, challenged Bhimasena to battle, as the latter was pro- 
ceeding.*‘ And Kama said, — O Bhima, I dreamt not that thou 
knowest how to fight ! Why then dost thou show me thy back 
from desire of meeting with Arjuna O delighter of the Pau- 
davas, this is scarcely fit for a son of Kunti ! Staying, therefore, 
where thou art, cover me with thy arrows — Bhimasena, 
hearing that challenge of Kama, brooked it not, but wheeling 
his car a little, began to fight with the Sutas s#n.*^ 
illustrious Bhimasena showered clouds of straight shafts. De- 
siring also to arrive at the end of those hostilities by slaying 
Kama, Bhima began to weaken that hero conversant with 
50 
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every weapon and clad in mail and staying before him for en- 
gaging in a single combat. The mighty Bhima, that scorcher 
of foes, that wrathful son of Pandu, having slain numerous 
Kauravas, shot diverse showers of fierce shafts at Kama, O 
sire !****^ The StUa*s son, endued with great strength, swal- 
lowed up, by means of the power of his own weapons, all those 
showers of arrows shot by that hero possessed of the tread 
of an infuriate elephant.®® Duly favoured by knowledge, that 
great bowman, viz,, Karha, began in that battle, 0 monarch, 
to career like a preceptor (of military science).®® The wrathful 
son of Radha, smiling the while, seemed to mock Bhimasena 
as the latter was battling in great wrath.®® The son of Kunti 
brooked not that smile of Kama in the midst of many bravo 
warriors witnessing from all sides that fight of theirs.®^ Like a 
guide striking a huge elephant with a hook, the mighty Bhima, 
excited with rage, pierced Kama whom he had obtained within 
reach, with many calf-toothed shafts in the centre of the chest.*® 
And once more Bhimasena pierced the Sutas son of variegated 
armour with three and seventy well-shot and keen arrows equipt 
with beautiful wings.®* Then the heroic Kama pierced Bhima's 
steeds, fleet as the wind and cased in golden armour, each with 
five shafts.*^ And soon, within the twinkling of the eye, was 
seen a network of shafts about Bhima's car caused by Kama.®* 
Indeed, O monarch, those shafts shot from Kama’s bow com- 
pletely shrouded that car with its standard and driver and the 
Pandava himself.®® Then Kama pierced the impenetrable ar- 
mour of Bhima with four and sixty arrows. And excited with 
rage he then pierced Partha himself with many straight shafts 
capable of penetrating into the , ery vitals.®^ The mighty-arm- 
ed Vrikodara, however, disregarding those shafts shot from 
Kama’s bow, fearlessly struck the Suta's son.®* Pierced with 
those shafts, resembling snakes of virulent poison, shot from 
Kama’s bow, Bhima,* 0 monarch, felt no pain in that battle.®* 
The valiant Bhima then, in that encounter, pierced Kama with 
t^o thirty broad-headed shafts of keen points arid fierce 
energy.'®® Kama, however, with the greatest indifference, 
covered, in returu, with his arrows, the mighty-armed Bhima- 
* sena who was desirous of Jayadratha’s slaughter,'®® Indeed, 
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the son of Radha, in that encounter, fought mildly with Bhima, 
while Bhima, remembering his former wrongs, fought with him 
angrily/* The wrathful Bhimasena could not brook that disre- 
gard by Kama. Indeed, that slayer of foes quickly shot showers 
of arrows at Radha’s son/* Those arrows, sped in that en<founfter 
by Bhimasena, fell on every limb of Kama like cooing birds.'**' 
Indeed, those arrows equipt with golden wings and keen points, 
shot from Bhimasena’s bow, covered tliUJ son of Radha like a 
flight of insects covering a blazing fire,** Kama, however, O 
king, that foremost of car-warriors, thus covered all over with 
those arrows, shot showers of fierce shafts in return, O Bha- 
rata/* Then Vrikodara cut off, v-itli many broad-headed arrows, 
those shafts, resembling thiinaer-boUs, shot by that ornament 
of battle, before they c.uld come at hiin.*^ That chastiser of 
foes, viz,, Karria the son of Vikartana, once more, O Bharata, 
covered Bhimasena with his arrowy showers.** We t^cn O 
Bhfvrata, beheld Bhima so pierced in that encounter with arrows 
as to resemble a porcupine with its quills erect on its body.^** 
Like the Sun holding his own rays, the heroic Bhima held in that 
battle all those shafts, whetted on stone and equipt with wings of 
gold, that were shot from Karna s b vv.*® All hi‘^ limbs bathed 
in blood, Bhimasena looked rcbplendent like an Aivka tree in 
spring decked with its flowery burthen.* The mighty-armed 
Bhima could not brook that conduct, in battle, of the mighty- 
armed Kama. Rolling his eyes in wrath,** he pierced Kama 
with five and twenty long shafts. Thereupon Kama looked like 
a white mountain with ma».y snal- of virulent poison (hanging 
from its sides).** And once more Bhimasena, endued with the 
prowess of a celestial, pierced the Siitas son who was prepared 
to lay down his life in battle, with six and then with eight 
arrows.** And, again, with another arrow, the valiant Bhima- 
sona quickly cut off Karna^s bow, smiling the while.** And 
he slew also with his shafts the four steeds of Kama and thou 
his charioteer, and then pierced Kama himself in the chest with 
a number of long shafts endued with the effulgence ot^th^ 


♦ Many of the Bengal texts have Calabhairiva, This is a mistake, fhe 
word being Oalalcty aud uot Cuhibha which would be unmeaning here. — T. 
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8un.‘* Those winged shafts, inerdng through Kama’s body, 
entered the Earth, like the rays of the Sun piercing through 
the clouds.*'' Afflicted with arrows and his bow cut off, Kama) 
though proud of his manliness, felt great pain and proceeded 
to another car.’ ”** 


Section CXXXII. 

•*Dhritarashtra said, — ‘What, indeed, O Sanjaya, did Duryo- 
dhana say when he saw that Kama turning away from the field 
upon whom my sons had reposed all their hojws of victory ?* 
How, indeed, did the mighty Bhima, proud of his energy, 
fight ? What also, O son, did Kama do after this, beholding 
Bhiraasena in that battle resemble a blazing fire ?’* 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Mounting upon another car that was duly 
equipt, Kama once more proceeded against the son of Pandw, 
with the fury of the ocean tossed by the tempest.* Beholding 
Adhiratha’s son excited with rage, thy sons, O king, regarded 
Bhimasena to be already poured as a libation on the (Kama') 
fire.* With furious twang of bowstring and terrible sounds of 
his palms, the son of R^ha shot dense showers of shafts to- 
wards Bhimasena’s car.* And once more, O monwch, a terrible 
encounter took place between the heroic Kama and the high- 
souled Bhima.* Both excited with wrath, both endued with 
mighty-arms, each desirous of slaying the other, those two wtar- 
riors looked at each other as if resolved to bum each other 
with their (wrathful) glances.’ The eyes of both w«re red in 
rage, and both breathed fiercely, like a couple of snakes. En- 
dued with great heroism, those two chastisers of foes approach- 
ed and mangled each otber.*< Indeed, they fought with each 
other like two hawks endued with great activity, or like two 
farahkas excited with wrath.’ Then that chastiser of foes, viz., 
Bhima, recollecting all the woes suffered by him on the occa- 
"slon^ the match at dice, and during his exile in the woods 
and residence in Virata’s city,’* and bearing in- mind the rob- 
bk.g their kitjgdom swelling with prosperity and gems by thy 
sons, and the numerous other wrongs inflicted on the Panda- 
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vas by thee and the Suta's son,** and remembering also the 
fact that thou hadst conspired to burn the innocent Kunti with 
her sons, and calling to his memory the suflTerings of Krishna -in 
the midst of the assembly at the hands of those wretches,** as 
also the seizure of her tresses by DiiS 9 asana and the harsh 
speeches uttered, O Bharata, by Kama,** to the effect — Take 
thou another husband, for all thy hmbanda are dead : the sons 
of Prithd have sunk into hell and ane^ like sesamum seeds 
without kernel, — remembering also those other words, O son 
of Kuril, that the Kauravas uttered in thy presence, and the 
fact also that thy sons had been desirous of enjoying Krishna as 
slave,** and those harsh words that Kama spoke to the sons of 
Pandu when the lattter, attired in deer-skins, were about to be 
banished to the woods,** and the brag in which thy wrathful 
and foolish son, himself in prosperity, indulged, regarding tho 
distressed sons of Pritha as veritable straw,**^ indeed, the vir- 
tuous Bhima, that slayer of foes, remembering these and all tho 
woes he had suffered since his childhood, became reckless of 
his very life.** Stretching his invincible and formidable bow 
the back of whose staff was decked with gold, Vrikodara, that 
tiger of Bharata’s race, utterly reckless of his life, rushed 
against Kama.*** Shooting dense showers of bright arrows 
whetted on stone, Bhima shrouded the very light of the Sun,*® 
Adhiratha’s son, however, smiling the while, quickly baffled, 
by means of his own winged arrows whetted on stone, that 
arrowy downpour of Bhimasena.** Endued with great strength 
and mighty arms, that mighty car-warrior, viz,, the son of 
Adhiratha, then pierced Bhima with nine keen arrows.*® 
Struck with those arrows like an elephant struck with the hook, 
Vrikodara fearlessly rushed against the Suta's son.** Kama, 
however, in wrath, rushed against that bull among the Panda- 
vas who was thus rushing towards him with great impetuosity 
and force, like an infuriate elephant against an infuriate com- 
peer.** Blowing his conch then whose blast resembled the 
sound of a hundred trumpets, Kama cheerfully agitatedT tfie^ 
force that supported Bhima, like the raging sea.** Beholding 
that force of his, consisting of elephants and steeds and cafs md 
foot-soldiers, thus agitated by Kama, Bhima, approaching the 



S9S 


MAHABHARATA. 


[jATADKAWi* 


former, covered him with arrows.** Then Kama caused his 
own steeds of the hue of swans to be mingled with those of 
Bhimasena of the hue of bears, and shrouded the son of Pandu 
with his shafts.*^ Beholding those steeds of the hue of bears 
and fleet as the wind, mingled with those of Kama of the hue 
of swans, cries of oh and alas arose from among the troops of 
thy sons.** Those steeds, fleet as the wind, thus mingled to- 
gether, looked exceedingly beautiful, like white and black clouds, 
O monarch, mingled together in the firmament.** Beholding 
Kama and Vrikodara to be both excited with wrath, the great 
car warriors of thy army began to tremble with fear.** The 
field of battle where they fought soon became awful like the 
domains of Yama. Indeed, O best of Bharatas, it became as 
frightful to behold as the city of the king of the dead.®^ The 
great car-warriors of thy army, looking upon that scene as if 
they were spectators of a sport in an arena, beheld not any of 
the two to gain any advantage over the other in that dreadful 
encounter.** They only beheld, O king, that mingling and 
clash of the mighty weapons of those two warriors, as a result, 
O monarch, of the evil policy of thyself and thy son !®* 
Those two slayers of foes continued to cover each other with 
their keen shafts. Both endued with wonderful prowess, they 
filled the welkin with their arrowy downpours.®^ Those two* 
mighty car- warriors shooting at each other keen shafts from 
desire of taking each other’s life, became exceedingly beautiful 
to behold like two clouds pouring torrents of rain.** Those two 
chastisers of foes, shooting gold-decked arrows, mad^ the wel- 
kin look bright, 0 king, as if with blazing meteors.®* Shafte 
equipt with vulturine feathers, shot by those two heroes, look- 
ed like rows of excited cranes in the autumn sky®^ Meanwhile 
Krishna and Dhananjaya, those chastisers foes, engaged in battle 
with the Suta'a son, thought the burthen too great for Bhima 
to bear.®* As Kama and Bhima, for baffling each other’s shafts, 
shot these arrows at each other, many elephants and steeds and 
"^imenTIieeply struck therewith, fell down deprived of life.®* And 
in consequence <3^ those falling and fallen creatures deprived of 
life alxd counting by thousands, a great carnage, O king, took 
place in thft army of thy sons.^® And soon, O bull of Bharata’s 
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race, the field of battle became covered with the bodies of men 
and steeds and elephants deprived of life.’ 


Section CXXXIII. 

‘‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘I regard Bhimasena’s prowess to be 
exceedingly wonderful, inasmuch as he suceeded in battling 
with Kama of singular activity and energy/ Indeed, O San- 
jaya, tell me why that Kama, who is capable of resisting in 
in battle the very celestials with the Yaleshas and Asuraa 
and men, armed with all kinds of weapons, could not vanquish 
in battle Pandu’s son Bhima blazing with resplendence ?*** 
O tell me, how that battle took place between them in 
which each staked his very life. I think that in an encounter 
between two, success is within reach of both as, indeed, both 
are liable to defeat.** O StUa^ obtaining Kama in battle, my 
son Suyodhana always ventures to vanquish the sons of Pritha 
with Govinda and the Satwatas !• Hearing, however, of the 
repeated defeat in battle of Kama by Bhimasena of terrible 
deeds, a swoon seems to come upon me !® I think the Kaura- 
vas to be already slain, in consequence of the evil policy of my 
son ! Kama will never succeed, O Sanjaya, in vanquishing 
those mighty bowmen, viz., the sons of Pritha In all the 
battles that Ivariia has fought with the sons of Pandu, the latter 
have invariably defeated him on the field/ Indeed, O son, the 
Pandavas are incapable of being vanquished by the very gods 
with Vasava at their head ! Alas, my wicked son Duryodhana 
knoweth it not ? Having robbed Pritha s son, who is like the 
Lord of the treasures himself, of his wealth, my son of little 
intelligence seeth not the fall like a searcher of honey (in the 
mountains).^® Conversant with deceit, he regardeth it to be 
irrevocably his and always insulteth the Pandavas.“ Myself 
also, of unrefined soul, overcome with affection for my children, 
scrupled not to despise the high-souled sons of Pandu that are 


^ I rendter the second line of 4 too freely. The sense seems to be that 
when two persons fight, one cannot say beforehand wlio will suffcee^i. 
Both have chances of success as, indeed^ both have chances of defeat, — T. 
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observant of morality !*• Yudhishthira the son of Pritha, of 
great foresight, always showed himself desirous of peace. My 
sons, however, regarding him incapable, despised him.^* Bear- 
ing in mind all those woOs and all the wrongs (sustained by the 
Pjlndavas), the mighty-armed Bhimasena battled with the 
Sutek8 son Tell me, therefore, O Sanjaya, how Bhima and 
Kama, those two foremost of warriors, fought with each other, 
desirous of taking each other’s life T** 

"Sanjaya said, — Hear, O king, how the battle took place 
between Kama and Bhima which resembled an encounter be- 
tween two elephants in the forest desirous of slaying each 
other.’* The son of Vikartana, O king, excited with rage and 
putting forth his prowess, pierced that chastiser of foes, viz.^ 
the angry Bhima of great prowess, with thirty shafts.’^ In- 
deed, O chief of Bharata’s race, Vikartana’s son struck Bhima 
with many arrows of keen points, decked with gold, and endued 
with great impetuosity.’® Bhima, however, with three sharp 
shafts cut off the bow of Kama as the latter was engaged in 
striking him. And with a broad-headed arrow the son of Panda 
then felled on the Earth Kama’s charioteer from his niche in the 
car.*® The son of Vikartana, then, desirous of slaying Bhima- 
sena, seized a dart whose shaft was decked with gold and stones 
of lapis lazuli}^ Grasping that fierce dart, which resembled 
a second dart of Death, and uplifting and aiming it, the mighty 
son of Radha®* hurled it at Bhimasena with a force sufficient to 
take away Bhima’s life. Hurling that dart like Purandara 
hurling the thunder-bolt, Radha's son** of great strength utter- 
ed a loud roar. Hearing that roar thy sons became filled with 
delight.** Bhima. however, with seven swift arrows, cut off 
in the welkin that dart endued with the effulgence of the Sun 
or fire, hurled from the hands of Kama.** Cutting off that 
dart resembling a snake just freed from its slough, Bhima, 
O sire, as if on the look out for taking the life-breaths of the 
8ata*8 son,** sped, in great wrath, many shafts in that battle 
'vhtfFwere* equipt with peacock feathers and golden wings, and 
each of which,, whetted on stone, resembled the rod cf Yama.®* 
Kama also m great energy, taking up another formidable 
bow the baok.|f whose staff was decked with gold, and draw- 
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mg it with force, shot many shafts.*^ The son of Pandu, how- 
ever, cut off all those arrows with nine straight arrows of his 
own. Having cut off, OtUler of men, those mighty shafts shot 
by Vasushena, Bhima, O monarch, uttered a loud roar like that 
of a lion. Roaring at each other like two mighty bulls for the 
sake of a cow in season,®*"** or like two tigers for the sake of 
the same piece of meat, they endeavoured to strike each other, 
each being desirous of finding the other’s laches,^ At times 
they looked at each other with angry eyes like two mighty bulls 
in a cowpen. Then like two huge elephants striking each other 
with the points of their tusks, they eiicoiintered each other 
with shafts shot from their bows drawn to the fullest stretch. 
Scorching each other, O king, with their arrowy showers, they 
put forth their prowess upon each other, eyeing each other in 
great wrath.** Sometimes laughing at each other and sometimes 
rebuking each other, and sometimes blowing their conchs, they 
continued to fight with each other.®* Then Bhima once more 
out off Kama’s bow at the handle, O sire, and despatched by 
means of his shafts the latter’s steeds, white as conchs, to the 
abode of Yama.®* And the son of Pandu also felled his 
enemy’s charioteer from his niche in the car. Then Kama the 
son of Vikartana, made steedless and driverless, and covered in 
that battle (with shafts), became plunged into great anxiety, 
Stupified by Bhima with his arrowy showers, he knew not what 
to da**"** Beholding Kama placed in that distressful plight, 
king Duryodhana, trembling with wrath, commanded (his 
brother) Durjaya, saying,*' — Go, O Durjaya ! There the son 
of Pandu is about to devour the son of Radhil ! Slay that 
beardless eunuch soon, and infuse strength into Kama !**~ 
Thus addressed, thy son Durjaya, saying unto Duryodhana-— 
So be it, — rushed towards Bhimasena eng«aged (with Kama) 
and covered him with arrows,*® And Durjaya struck Bhima 
with nine shafts, his steeds with eight, his driver with six, his 
standard with three, and once more Bhima himself with seven.^ 
Then Bhimasena, excited with wrath, piercing with fiis shEftt 
the very vitals of Durjaya and his steeds and driver, despatched 
them to Yama’s abode/* Then Kama, weeping in grief? cir- 
oiimambulated that son of thine, who, decked with ornaments, 
51 
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Jay on the Earth, writhing like a snake/* Bhixna then, having 
made that deadly foe of his, viz,, Kama, earless, smilingly 
covered him with shafts and made him look like a Qatdghni 
with numberless spikes on it/* The Atiraihd Kama, however, 
ihAt chastiser of foes, though thus pierced with arrows, did not 
yet avoid the enraged Bhima in that battle/ 


Section CXXXIV. 

* Sanjaya said, — *The earless Kama, thus once more com- 
pletely defeated by Bhima, mounted another car and speedily 
began to pierce the son of Pandu/ Like two huge elephants 
encountering each other with the points of their tusks, they 
struck each other with shafts shot from their bows drawn to 
the fullest stretch/ Then Kama, striking Bhimasena with 
showers of shafts, uttered a loud roar, and once more pierced 
him in the chest/ Bhima, however, in return, pierced Kama 
with ten straight arrows and once more with twenty straight 
arrows/ Then Kama, piercing Bhima, O king, with nine 
iirrows in the centre of the chest, struck the latter’s standard 
with a sharp shaft/ The son of Pritha then pierced Kama 
in return with three and sixty arrows, like a guide striking a 
mighty elephant with the hook or a rider striking a steed with 
the whip/ Deeply pierced, O king, by the illustrious son of 
Pandu, the heroic Kama began to lick with his tongue the 
corners of his mouth, and his eyes became red in rage/ Then, 
O monarch, Kama sped at Bhimasena, for his destruction, a 
shaft capable of piercing every body like Indra hurling his 
thunderbolt/ That shaft epuipt with beautiful feathers, sped 
from the bow of the Sutaa son, piercing Partha in that battle, 
sank deep into the- Earth/ Then the mighty-armed Bhima, with 
eyes red in wrath, hurled without a moment’s reflection, at the 
Sivta's son, a heavy six-sided mace, decked with gold, measuring 
full four cubits in length, and resembling the bolt of Indra in 
*^fbrce. Indeed, like Indra slaying the Asuras with his thunder- 
bolt, that hero of Bharata’s race, excited with wrath, slew with 
that* mace Jfl|e well-trained steeds, of . the foremost breed, of 
Adhiratha’s son. Then, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, the mighty^ 
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«niied Bhima, with a couple of razor-faced arrows, *®“‘* out off 
the standard of Karna. And then he slew, with a number of 
shafts, his enemy’s charioteer. Abandoning that steedless and 
driverless and standardless car,'* Kama, O Bharata, cheerlessly 
stood on the Earth, drawing his bow. The prowess that .we 
then beheld of Badha’s son was extremely wonderful,'* in- 
asmuch as that foremost of car-warriors, though deprived cf 
car, continued to resist his foe. Beholding that foremost of 
men, viz., the son of Adhiratha, deprived of his car,'* Duryo- 
dhana, O monarch, said unto (his brother) Durmukha, — ^There, 
O Durmukha, the son of Badha hath been deprived of his car 
fay Bhimasena Furnish that foremost of men, that mighty 
car-warrior, with a car 1 — Hearing these words of Duryodhanaj 
thy son Durmukha, 0 Bharata, quickly proceeded towards 
Kama and covered Bhima with his shafts. Beholding Dur- 
mukha desirous of supporting the Siitaa son in that battle, 
the son of the Wind-god was filled with delight and began to 
lick the corners of his mouth. Then resisting Karna the while 
with his shafts,*® the son of Pandu quickly sped his car 
towards Durmukha. And in that moment, O king, with nine 
straight*® arrows of keen points, Bhima despatched Durmukha 
to Yama’s abode. Upon Durmukha's slaughter, the son of 
Adhiratha mounted upon the car of that prince, and looked 
resplendent, O king, like the blazing Sun. Beholding Dur- 
mukha lying prostrate on the field, his very vitals pierced (with 
shafts), and his body bathed in blood, Karna with tearful eyes 
abstained for a moment from the fight. Circumambulating the 
fallen prince and leaving him there,**”** the heroic Karna began 
, to breathe long and hot breaths and know not what to do. 
Seizing that opportunity, O king, Bhimasena sped at the StUas 
son four and ten long shafts equjpt with vulturine feathers. 
Those blood-drinking shafts of golden wings, endued with great 
force, illumining the ten points as they coursed through the 
welkin, pierced the armour of the Sutas son, and drank his 
life-blood, 0 king,*^”** and passing through his btidy, bmtk 
into the Earth and looked resplendent like angry snakes, O 
monarch, urged on by Death himself,*’' with half their bedks 
inserted within their holes. Then the sou of Radha, without 
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reflecting a moment, pierced Bhima in return with four and ten 
fierce shafts decked with gold Those fierce winged aarowf, 
piercing through Bhimas right arm,**"** entered the Earth like 
birds entering a grcn'^e of trees. Striking against the Earth, 
those arrows looked resplcmdent,** like the blazing rays of the 
Sun while proceeding towards the Asia hillsr Pierced in that 
battle with those all-piercing arrows, Bhima** began to shed 
copious streams of bltK)d like a mountain ejecting streams of 
water. Then Bhima pierced the Sutas son in return with 
three shafts endued with the impetuosity of Garuda, and he 
pierced the latter’s charioteer also with seven. Then, 0 king, 
Kama thus afflicted with Bhima’s might, became exceedingly 
distressed®***® And that illustrious warrior then fled, forsaking 
the battle, borne away by bis fleet steeds. The Atiratha 
Bhimasena, however, drawing his bow decked with gold, stayed 
in battle, looking resplendent like a blazing fire.’ 

Section CXXXV. 

‘‘Dhritarashtra said, — 1 think Destiny is supreme. Fie cm 
Exertion which is useless, inasmuch as the son of Adhiratha, 
though fighting resolutely, could not vanquish the son of Pan- 

!* — Kama boasts of his competence to vancjuish in battle all 
the Partbas with Oovinda amongst them. I do not, in the 
world, see another warrior like Kama!* — I eften heard Duryo- 
dhana speak in this strain. Indeed, O 9uia, the wretched 
Duryodhana used to tell me formerly, — Kama is a mighty hero, 
a firm bowman, above all fatigue. If I have that Vasushena 
for my ally, the very gods will not be a match for me, what 
need be said, therefore, O monarch, of the sons of Fandu that 
are weak and heartless ? — Toil me, therefore, O Sanjaya, what 
did Duryodhana say beholding that Kama defeated and looking 
like a snake deprived of its poison and flying away from battle ! 
Alas, deprived of iiis senses, Duryodhana despatched the un- 
‘"8u]^orted Durmukha, unacquainted though he was with battle, 
into that fiery encounter like an insect into the blazing fire ! O 
Sanjaya, even A<jwatlhaman and the ruler of the Madras and 
Kripa, united together, cannot stay before Bhimasena ! Even 
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4hes6 know the terrible might, equal to that of ten thousand 
alephants, of Bhima endued with the energy of Manit himself, 
as also his cruel intenisl Why would those warriors, acquaint- 
ed with Bhima 8 might, wrath, and energy, provoke the ire, 
in battle, of that hero of cruel deeds, that warrior resembling 
Yama himself as the latter becomes at the end of the Yuga ? 
It seems that the S iota* 8 son, the mighty-armed Kama alone, 
rolying on the prowess of his own fought in battle 

with Bhimasena, disregarding the latter. That son of Pandu 
who vanquished Kama in battle like Purandara vanquishing an 
Asiom, is incapable of being vanquished by anybody in fight. 
Who is there that would, hopeful of life, approach that Bhima 
who, in Arjuna’s quest, alone entered my host, having grinded 
Drona himself ? Who, indeed, is there, O Sanjaya, that would 
dare stay in the face of Bhima Who is there among the 

Asuma that would venture to stay before the great ludra with 
the thunderbolt uplifted in his hand ?* A man may return, 
having entered the abode of the king of the dcad.‘^ None, 
however, can return having encountered Bhimasena ! Those 
men of weak prowess who senselessly rushed against the angry 
Bhimasena were like insects falling upon a blazing fire. With- 
out doubt, reflecting upon what the angry and the fierce 
Bhima had said in the assembly in the hearing of the Kurus 
about the slaughter of my sons, and beholding the defeat of 
Karna,*^^^ Dus^asana and his brothers ceased to encounter 
Bhima from fear ! That wicked son also of mine, O Sanjaya, 
who repeatedly said in the assembly (these words, viz,J — 
Kama and Dio^^^daana and I my self will vanquish the 
Pdndavaa in battle, — without doubt, beholding Kama defeated 
and deprived of his car by Bhima, is consumed with grief 
in consequence of his rejection o£ Krishna’s suit If Beholding 
his mail-clad brothers slain in battle by Bhimasena,*® in conse- 
quence of his own fault, without doubt, my son is burning with 

^ The genius of the two languages being entirely differAit, 1 
sense of the line of 14 separately, without seeking to connect it, 
in the aiHsertive form, with the second half of 13. — T. 

t Literally, ‘‘disregard of Krishna.”— T, 
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grief! Who that is desirous of life will make a Jiostile advance 
against Panda’s son** Bhima excited with wrath and armed with 
terrible weapons and standing in battle like Death himaelf ? 
A man may escape from the very jaws of the VadavcL fire/* 
Bqt it is my belief that no one can escape from before Bhima’s 
face ! Indeed, neither Partha, nor the Panchalas, nor Ke^avi^, 
nor Satyaki/* when excited with wrath in battle, shows the 
least regard for (his) life. Alas, O SiUa, the very lives of my 
sons are in danger !’*^ 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘Thou, O Kauravya, that art thus grieving 
in view of the present carnage, thou, without doubt, art the 
root of this destruction of the world !*• Obedient to the coun- 
sels of thy sons, thou hast thyself provoked this fierce hosti- 
lity. Though urged (by well-wishing friends), thou acceptedsi 
not the proper medicine like a man fated to die !** 0 monarch, 

O best of men, having thyself drunk the fiercest and the most 
indigestible poison, take thou all its consequences now 1*^ 
The combatants are fighting to the best of their might : still 
thou speakest ill of them ! Listen, however, to me as I des- 
cribe to thee how the battle raged.*® 

‘Beholding Kama defeated by Bhimasena, five of thy sons, 
those uterine brothers that were great bowmen, could not, O 
sire, brook it.** They were Durmarshana and Dussaha and 
Durmada and Durdhara and Jaya. Clad in beautiful mail, all of 
them rushed against the son of Pandu,*® Encompassing the 
mighty-armed Vrikodara on all sides, they shrouded all the 
points of the compass with their shafts looking like flights of 
locusts.** Bhimasena, however, in that battle, smilingly re- 
ceived those princes of celestial beauty thus rushing suddenly 
against him.** Beholding thy sons advancing against Bhima- 
sena, Radha s son Kama rushed against that mighty-warrior,** 
shooting arrows of keen points that were equipt with golden 
wings and whetted on stone. Bhima, however, quickly rushed 
against Kariia,i though resisted by thy sons.*^ Then the Kurus, 
"^rfbunding Kikrna, covered Bhimasena with showers of straight 
shafts.** With five and twenty arrows, O kipg, Bhima, armed 
formidable bow, despatched all those bulls among men 
to^ Yt^ma's abode with their steeds and charioteers.** Fall- 
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ing down from their cars along with their charioteers, their 
lifeless forms looked like large trees with their variegated 
weight of flowers uprooted by the tempest.*^ The prowess tjxat 
we then beheld of Bhimasena was exceedingly wonderful, inaa- 
much as, resisting Adhiratha’s son the while, he slew those sens 
of thine.** Resisted by Bhima with whetted arrows on all 
sides, the Suta’s son, O king, only looked at Bhima.** Bhima- 
sena also, with eyes red in wrath, begivn to cast angry glances 
on Kama, stretching his formidable bow the while.’ ’** 


Section OXXXVI. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘Beholding thy sons lying (on the field), 
Kama of great prowess, filled with great wrath, became hope- 
less of his life.* And Adhiratha’s son regarded himself guilty, 
seeing thy sons slain before his eyes in battle by Bhima.* Then 
Bhimasena, recollecting the wrongs formerly inflicted by Kama, 
became filled with rage and began with deliberate care to 
pierce Kama with many keen arrows.* Then Kama, piercing 
Bhima with five arrows, smiling the while, once more pierced 
him with seventy arrows equipt with golden wings and whetted 
on stona* Disregarding those shafts shot by Kama, Vrikodara 
pierced the son of Badha in that battle with a hundred straight 
shafts.* And once more piercing him in his vitals with five 
keen arrows. Bhima, O sire, cut off with a broad-headed arrow 
the bow of the Suta’s son.* The cheerless Kama then, O 
Bharata, taking up another bow, shrouded Bhimasena on all 
sides with his arrows.* Then Bhima, slaying Kama’s steeds 
and charioteer, laughed a loud laugh, having thus counteracted 
Kama’s feats.* Then that bull amongst men, viz., Bhima, cut 
off with his arrows the bow of Kurna. That bow, O king, of 
loud twang and the back of whose staff was decked with gold, 
fell down (from his hand).* Then the mighty car-warrior Kama 
alighted from his car and taking up a mace in J)bat battle 
wrathfully hurled it at Bhima.'* Beholding that mace, O king,’* 
impetuously Coursing towards him, Vrikodara resisted it with 
his arrows in the sight of all the troops.** Then the of 
!P&ndu, gifted with great p;^wesB and exerting himself with 
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great activity, sped a thousand arrows at the Sutas son, desireut 
of taking the latter's life,** Kama, however, in that dreadful 
battle, resisting all thosa shafts with his own, cut off Bhitpa’a 
armour also with his arrows.*^ And then he pierced Bhima 
with five and twenty small shafts in "the sight of all the troops,, 
AH this seemed exceedingly wonderful.'* Then, O monarch, 
Bhima, excited with rage, sped nine straight shafts at the 
Sivtas son.'* Those keep shafts, piercing through Kama’s coat 
of mail and right arm, entered the Earth like snakes into an 
anthill.** Shrouded with showers of shafts shot from Bhima- 
sena’s bow, Kama once more turned his back upon Bhimasena.*^ 
Beholding the Sivtas son turn back and flying away on foot, 
covered all over with the arrows of Kunti's son, Duryodhana 
said,'* — Go ye quickly from all sides towards the car of Radha's 
son ! — Then, O king, thy sons, hearing these words of their 
brother that were to them a surprise,'® rushed towards the son 
of Panda for battle, shooting showers of shafts. They were 
Chitra, and Upachitra, and Charuchitra, and Carasana, and 
and Chitrayudha, and Chitravarman. All of them were welh* 
versed in every mode of warfare. The mighty car-warrior 
Bhitnasena, however, felled each of those sons of thine thus 
rushing against him with a single arrow. Deprived of life, 
they fell down on the Earth like trees uprooted by a tempest.**"** 
Beholding those sons of thine, all mighty car-warriors, O king, 
thus slain, Kama, With tearful face, recollected the words of 
Vidura.**' Mounting upon another car that was duly equipt, 
Kama, endued with great prowess, quickly proceeded against 
the son of Pandu in battle.** Piercing each other with whetted 
arrows equipt with wings of gold, the two warriors looked 
resplendent like two masses of clouds penetrated by the rays 
of the sun,** Then the sen of Pandu excited with rage, 
cut off the armour of the SiUas son with six and thirty 
broad-headed arrows of great sharpness and fierce energy.** 
The rnighty-arined Sata^s son also, O bull of Bharata’s race, 
pierced the soh of Kunti with fifty straight arrows.*^ The 
two warriors theuj smeared with red sandal paste, with many a 
wiJUffd 1^^ each other's arrows, and covered also with 

gore, I$oke!^ resplendent like the risen sup and the laooin** 
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Thoir coats of mail cut oflf by means of arrows, and their bodies 
covered with blood, Kama and Bhima then looked like a couple, 
of snakes just freed from their sloughs.^® Indeed, those tv^o 
tigers among men mangled each other with their arrows like 
two tigers mangling each other with their teeth. The two 
heroes incessantly showered their shafts like two masses of 
clouds pourinar torrents of rain.*® Those two chastisers of fues 
tore each other’s body with their arrowss,4ike two elephants tear- 
ing each other with the points of their tusks,®^ Roaring at 
each other and showering their arrows upon each other, those two 
foremost of car-warriors seemed to sport with each other, caus- 
ing their cars to trace beautiful circles.** They resembled a 
couple of mighty bulls roaring at each other in the presence of 
a cow in her season. Indeed, those two lions among men then 
looked like a couple of mighty lions endued with great prowess.** 
Casting their glances upon each other with eyes red in wrath, 
those two warriors endued with great energy fought on like 
Cakra and Virochana’s son (Prahlada).** Then, O king, the 
mighty-armed .Bhima, as he stretched his bow with his two 
hands, looked like a cloud charged with lightning.*® Then the 
mighty Bhima cloud, having the twang of the bow for its 
thunder and incessant showers of arrows for its rainy downpour, 
covered, 0 king, the Kama mountain.*® And once more Panda’s 
son Bhima of terrible prowess, O Bharata, shrouded Kama 
with a thousand shafts shot from his bow.*^ 'And as he shroud- 
ed Kama with his winged shafts equipt with Kanka feathers, 
thy sons witnessed diis extraordinary prowess.** Gladdening 
Partha himself and the illustrious Ke^ava and Satyaki and the 
two protectors of the (two) wheels (of Arjuna’s car), Bhima 
fought even thus with Kama.** Beholding the prowess, the 
might of arms, and the perseverance of Bhima who knew his 
own self, thy sons, 0 monarch, all became cheerless.’ 


Section CXXXVII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Hearing the twang of Bhimasena’s bow 
and the sound of his palms, the so-n of R^ha could not b?o?k 
it like an infuriate elephant intiyapable of brooking the roars of 
52 
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an infuriate rival.* Returning for a moment from before 
Bhimasena, Kama cast his eyes upon those sons of thine that 
had been slain by Bhimasena.® Beholding them, O best of 
men, Kama became cheerless and plunged in grief. Breathing 
hot and long sighs he once more proceeded against the son of 
Pandu.® With eyes red as copper, and sighing in wrath like a 
mighty snake, Kama then, as he shot his arrows, looked res- 
plendent like the Sun spattering his rays.** Indeed, 0 bull of 
Bharata’s raoe, Vrikodara was then covered with the arrows, 
resembling the spreading rays of the Sun, that were shot from 
Kama’s bow.® The beautiful shafts, equipt with peacock feathers, 
shot from Kama’s bow, penetrated into every part of Bhima*s 
body like birds into a tree for roosting there.® Indeed, the 
arrows, equipt with wings of gold, shot from Kama’s bow, 
falling incessantly, resembled continuous rows of cranes.^ So 
numerous were the shafts shot by Adhiratha’s son that these 
seemed to issue not from his bow alone but from his standard, 
his umbrella, and the shaft and yoke and bottom of his car 
also.* Indeed, Adhiratha’s son shot his sky-ranging shafts cf 
impetuous energy, decked with gold and equipt with vulturine 
feathers, in such a way as to fill the entire welkin with them.® 
Beholding him (thus) excited with fury and rushing towards 
him like the Destroyer himself, Vrikodara, becoming utterly 
reckless of his life and prevailing over his foe, pierced him with 
nine shafts.-|**® Beholding the irresistible impetuosity of Kama 
as also that dense shower of arrows, Bhima, endued as he was 
with great prowess, quailed not in fear.** The son of Pandu 
then, counteracting that arrowy downpour of Adhiratha’s son, 
pierced Kama himself with twenty other sharp shafts** Indeed, 
as Pritha’s son himself had before been shrouded by the Suta's 
son, even so was the latter now shrouded by the former in that 
battle.** Beholding the prowess of Bhimasena in battle, thy 


The Bombay reading, which I adopt, seems to be better than the 
Bengal one. — T. 

t I think that both Vrikodaram and nigitais in this verse as given in 
the'^^Bombay are incorrect. I read Vribodarai and navahhis, follow- 
ing the Bengal texts.— T. 
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warriors, as also the Charanasy filled with joy, applauded hini.*^ 
Bhuri^ravas, and Kripa, »nd Dronas son, and the ruler of the 
Madras, and Jayadrafiha, and Uttamanjas, and Yudhamanyu, 
and Satyaki, and Kecjava, and Arjuna/* — these great car- war- 
riors, O king, among both the Kurus and the Pandavas, — loudly 
cheered Bhima, saying , — Excelleniy Excellenty — and uttered 
leonine roars.** When that fierce uproar making the hair to 
stand on end arose, thy son Duryod^fiana, O king, quickly 
said*^ unto all the kings and princes and particularly his ‘ 
uterine brothers, these words, viz.y — Blessed be. ye, proceed 
towards Kama for rescuing him from Vrikodara,*® else the 
shafts shot from Bhima s bow will slay the son of Radha ! Ye 
mighty bowmen, strive ye to protect the Sutas son 1*® — Thus 
commanded by Duryodhana, seven of his uterine brothers, O 
sire, rushing in wrath towards Bhimasena, encompassed him on 
all sides,®® Approaching the son of Kunti they covered him 
with showers of arrows like clouds pouring torrents of rain on 
the mountain breast in the season of rains.*® Excited with 
wrath, those seven great car- warriors began to afHict Bhima- 
sena, O king, like the seven planets afflicting the Moon at the 
hour of the universal dissolution.** The son of Kunti then^ 
O monarch, drawing his beautiful bow with great force and 
firm grasp,*® and knowing that his foes were but men, aimed 
seven shafts. And the lord Bhima in great rage sped at them 
those shafts effulgent as solar rays.*^ Indeed, Bhimasena, re- 
collecting his former wrongs, shot those shafts as if for extract- 
ing the life from out the bodies of those sons of thine.®* Those 
arrows, O Bharata, whetted on stone and equipt with wings of 
gold, shot by Bhimasena, piercing through the bodies of those 
Bharata princes, flew into the sky.** Indeed, those arrows 
winged with gold, piercing through the hearts of thy sons, 
looked beautiful, O monarch, as they passed into the welkin, 
like birds of excellent plumage.*^ Decked with gold and cover- 
ed all over with blood, those arrows, O king, driwking tjb^ 
blood of thy sons, passed out of their body.*® Pierced in their 
vital limbs by means of those arrows, they fell down on the 
Earth from their cars like tali trees growing on moiuifcain pre- 
cipices, broken by elephants,**\ The seven sons of thine that 
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Avcrc thus slain were Catrunjaya, aud Catrusaha, and Chitra, 
and Chitrayudha, and Dridha, and Chitrascna, and Vikarna.*® 
Amongst all thy sons thus slain, Vrikodara the son of Pandu 
grieved bitterly from sorrow for Vikarna who was dear to him.** 
And Bhima said, — Even thus was the vow made by me, viz,^ 
that all of you should be slain by me in battle ! It is for that, 
O Vikarna, that thou hast been slain ! My vow hath been 
accomplished.** O hero, thou earnest to battle, bearing in mind 
the duties of a Kshalriya ! Thou wert ever engaged in our 
good, aud especially in that of the king (our eldest brother) !** 
It is scarcely proper, therefore, for me to grieve fur thy illus- 
trious self I — Having slain those princes, O king, in the very 
sight of Rfulha’s son,*** the son of Panda uttered a terrible 
leonine roar. That loud shout of the heroic Bhima, O Bha- 
rata, informed king Yudliishthira tho just that the victory in 
that battle was his. Indeed, hearing that tremendous shout of 
Bhima armed with the bow,*®"**® king Yudhishihira felt great 
joy in tho midsu of that battle. The gladdened son of Pandu 
then, O king, received that leonine shout of his brother with 
sounds of drams and other musical instruments. And after 
A^rikodara had sent him that message by the sign agreed upon, 
Y’udhishthira, that foremost of persons acquainted with wea- 
p ms, filled with joy, rushed against Drona in battle. On the 
other hand, O king, beholding one and thirty of thy sons 
.slain, Duryodharia recollected the words of Vidura. — Those 
heneficial words spoken hy Vidara are now realised — 
thinking even so,^ king Duryodhana was unable to do what ho 
should. All that, during the match at dice, thy foolish and 
wicked son, with Kama (on his side), said unto the princess of 
Panchala causing her to be brought into the assembly, all the 
harsh words again that Kanfa said unto Krishna, in the same 
place, before thyself, O king, and the sons of Pandu, 
ill thy hearing and that of all the Kurus, ^* to the effect 
that — 0 lirishndy the Pandaxas are lost and have sunk into 
eUrnal hell, therefore, choose thou other hiishands ! — alas, the 
frui.of ^\l that is now mainfesting itself 1^* Then again, O 
tl>ou of KuruAs race, diverse harsh speeches such as sesamuin 
seeds without kerne!, &c., wore apj>!icd by thy wrathful sons 
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to those high-souled ones, viz.^ the sons of PSndu I Bhiniasena, 
vomiting forth the fire of wrath (which these engendered) and 
which he had restrained for thirteen years, is now compassing 
the destruction of thy sons Indulging in copious lament- 

ations, Vidura failed to incline thee towards peace. O chief 
of the Bharatas, suffer the fruit of all that with thy son 
Thou art old, patient, and capable of foreseeing the conse- 
quences of all acts. Being so, when tHou didst yet refuse to 
follow the counsels of thy well-wishers, it seems that all this 
is the result of destiny.*® Do not grieve, O tiger among men ! 
All this is thy great fault ! In my opinion, thou art thyself 
the cause of the destruction of thy sons !*® O monarch, Vi- 
karna hath fallen, and Chitrasena also of great prowess ! Many 
other mighty car-warriors and foremost ones among thy sons 
have also fallen Others again among thy sons whom Bhirna 
saw come within the range of his vision, O mighty-armed one, 
he slow in a trice.®^ It is for thee only that I had to see our 
army scorched in thousands by means of the arrows shot by 
Panda’s son Bhima and Vrisha (Kama) !’ ”•* 


Section CXXXVIII. 

"Dhritarashtra said, — 'O O Sanjaya, this grievous 

result that has now overtaken us is, I think, certainly due to 
my evil policy I had hitherto thought that what is past is 
past. But, O Sanjaya, what measures should I now adopt 
I am now once more calm, O Sanjaya ! Therefore, tell me how 
this slaughter of heroes is going on, having my evil policy for 
its cause T® 

“Sanjaya said, — Tiideod, 0 king. Kama and Bhima, both 
endued with great prowess, continued in that battle to pour 
their arrowy showers like two rain-charged clouds.* The arrows 
winged with gold and whetutd on stone and marked with Bhi- 
ma s name, approaching Kama, penetrated into his body as if 
piercing into his very life.® Similarly Bhima also, in "(fhat' 
battle, was shrouded with the shafts of Kama in hundreds 
and thousands, resembling snakes of virulent poison.® 
their arrrows, 0 king, lalUnV on all sides, an agitation was 
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produced among the troops resembling that of the very ocean/ 
Many were the combatants, O chastiser of foes, in thy host 
that were deprived of life by arrows, resembling snakes of 
virulent poision, shot from Bhima s bow/ Strewn with fallen 
elephants and steeds mixed with the bodies of men, the field 
of battle looked like a tract scattered over with trees broken 
by a tempest.® Slaughtered in battle with the arrows shot- 
from Bhimas bow, thy warriors fled away, saying , — What ia 
this — Indeed, that host of the Sindhus, the Sauviras, and 
the Kauravas, afflicted with the impetuous shafts of both 
Kama and Bhima, was removed to a great distance.*^ The 
remnant of those brave soldiers, with their steeds and elephants 
killed, leaving the vicinity of both Kama and Bhima, fled 
away in all directions.'® (And they cried out) — Verily, for the 
sake of the Parthas, the gods are stupefying us, since those 
arrows shot by both Bhima and Kama are slaying our forces.'® 
— Saying those words, these troops of thine, afflicted with fear, 
avoiding the range of (Kama’s and Bhima’s) arrowy stood at a 
distance for witnessing that combat/* Then on the field of 
battle there began to flow a terrible river enhancing the joy 
of heroes and the fears of the timid.'® And it was caused by the 
blood of elephants and steeds and men. And covered with the 
lifeless forms of men and elephants and steeds,** with flagstaffs and 
the bottoms of cars, with the adornments of cars and elephants^ 
and steeds, with broken cars and wheels and Akshas and Kuva- 
raSy^ with loud-twanged bows decked with gold, and gold-winged 
arrows and shafts in thousands'* shot by Kama and Bhima and 
resembling snakes just freed from their sloughs, with countless 
lances and spears and scimitars and battle-axes,*® with maces and 
clubs and axes all adorned with gold, with standards of diverse 
shape, and darts and spiked clubs,®® and with beautiful gatagh* 
niSy the Earth, 0 Bharata, looked resplendent. And strewn 
all over with ear-rings and necklaces of gold and bracelets loos- 
ened (from wrists), and rings, and precious gems worn on 
sr^iadShis and crowns, and head-gears, and golden ornaments 
of divei^ kinds, 0 sire, and coats of mail, and leathern fences, 
and mjiliants’ ropes, and umbrellas displaced (from their places),, 
and yak-tails, and fans, with the pierced bodies of elephants 
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and steeds and men, with blood-dyed arrows, and with diverse 
other objects, lying about f^.d loosened from their places, the field 
of battle looked resplendent like the firmament bespangled with 
stars. Beholding the wonderful, inconceivable, and superhu- 
man feats of those two warriors, the Chdranas and the Siddhaa 
were exceedingly amazed. As a blazing conflagration having 
the wind for its ally courses through an (extended) heap of dry 
grass, even so Adhiratha’s son, engagejdf with Bhima, coursed 
fiercely in that battle.* Both of them felled countless stan- 
dards and cars and slew steeds and men and elephants,*^”*'^ like a 
pair of elephants crushing a forest of reeds while engaged in 
battle with each other. Thy host looked like a mass of clouds 
O king of men, and great was the carnage caused in that battle 
by Kama and Bhima.* **®*f 


Section CXXXIX. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Then Kama, O king, piercing Bhima with 
three arrows, poured countless beautiful arrows upon him.* The 
mighty-armed Bhimasena the son of Pandu, though thus 
struck by the Sutas son, showed no signs of pain but stood 
immovable like a hill pierced (with arrows).* In return, O sire, 
in that battle, he deeply pierced Kama in the ear with a barbed 
arrow rubbed with oil, of great keenness, and excellent temper.* 
(With that arrow) he felled on the Earth the large and beauti- 
ful ear-ring of Kama, And it fell down, O monarch, like a 
blazing luminary of great effulgence from the firmament.'^ Ex- 
cited with wrath, Vrikodara then, smiling the while, deeply 
pierced the Siita*8 son in the centre of the chest with another 
broad-headed arrow.* And once again, O Bharata, the mighty- 
armed Bhima quickly sped in that battle ten long shafts 
that looked like snakes of virulent poison just freed from 
their sloughs.* Shot by Bhima, those shafts, 0 sire, striking 

* The sense seems to be that Kama and Bhima were like Are and 
wind.— T. 

t Verse 28 is a triplet. The second line is obscure. It seems thRT^a 
line has been omHtc^. — T. 
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Kama’s forehead, entered |t like snakes entering an anthill.’ 
With those shafts sticking to his forehead, the Sata*8 son look- 
ed beautiful as he did before while his brow had been encircled 
with a chaplet of blti^e lotuses.* Deeply pierced by the active 
son of Pandu, Kama, supporting himself on the Kuvara of 
his car, closed his eyes.® Soon, however, regaining conscious- 
ness, Kama, that scorcher of foes, with his body bathed in 
bipod, became mad with ragc.*°* Infuriate with rage in con- 
sequence of his being thus afflicted by that 6rm bowman, 
Kama, endued with great impetuosity, rushed fiercely towards 
Bhimasenas car.“ Then, O king, the mighty and wrathful 
Kama, maddened with rage, sped at Bhimasena, O Bharata, 
a hundred shafts winged with vulturine feathers/* The son 
of Pandu, however, disregarding his foe and setting at nought 
his energy, began to shoot showers of fierce arrows at him.** 
Then Kama, O king, excited with rage, O scorcher of foes, 
struck the son of Pandu, that embodiment of wrath, with 
nine arrows in the chest.*^ Then both those tigers among men, 
(armed with arrows and, therefore,) resembling a couple of tigers 
with fierce teeth, poured upon each other, in that battle, their 
' arrowy showers like two mighty masses of clouds,** They sought 
to frighten each other, in that battle, with the sounds of their 
palms and with showers of arrows of diverse kinds.** Excited 
with rage, each sought in that battle to counteract the other’s 
feat. Then that slayer of hostile heroes, viz., the mighty- 
armed Bhima, O Bharata, cutting off, with a razor-faced arrow, 
the bow of the Sutas son, uttered a loud shout. Casting 
off that broken bow, the Sntas son, that mighty car-war- 
rior,*^*** took up another bow that was stronger and tougher. 
Beholding that slaughter of the Kuril, the Sauvira, and the 
Sindhu heroes,*® and markirig that the Earth was covered with 
coats of mail and staudards and weapons lying about, and seeing 
also the^ lifeless forms of elephants, foot-soldiers and horsemen 
ai^ car W5i,rriors on all sides,*® the body of the Sntaa son, from 
wr^jth, blazed up with effulgence. Stretching his formidable 
bd# ii^ked with gold,** Radha’s son, 0 king, eyed Bhima with 

Litera\)yi ‘^mustered all raje.— -T. 
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wrathful glances. Infuriate with rage, the Swta'a son, while 
shooting his arrows, looked resplendent** like the antumnal 
Sun of dazzling rays at mid-day. .While employed with his 
hands in taking up an arrow, fixing it on the bow-string, 
stretching the string, and letting it off, nohe could notice any 
interval between those acts. And while Kama was thus en- 
gaged in shooting his arrows right and left, his bow was incess- 
antly drawn to a circle, like a terrible cijjcle of fire. The keen- 
pointed arrows, equipt with wings of gold, shot from Kama’s 
bow,*®^® covered, 0 king, all the points of the compass, darken- 
ing the very light of the Sun. Countless flights were seen, in 
the welkin, of those shafts equipt with wings of gold, shot from 
Kama’s bow. Indeed, the shafts shot from the bow of Adhi- 
ratha’s son,*^"** looked beautiful like rows of cranes in the 
welkin. The arrows that Adhiratha’s son shot were all equipt 
with vulturine feathers, whetted on stone, decked with gold, 
endued with great impetuosity, and furnished with blazing 
points. Impelled with the force of his bow, those arrows deck- 
ed with gold*®'*®^ fell incessantly towards Bhima’s car. Indeed, 
those gold-decked arrows urged by Kama, while coursing in 
thousands through the welkin, looked beautiful like successive 
flights of locusts. The arrows shot from the bow of Adhira- 
tha’s son, as they coursed through the welkin, looked like one 
long continuous arrow in the sky. Like a cloud covering a 
mountain with torrents of rain,*^*** Kama, excited with rage, 
covered Bhima with showers of arrows. Then thy sons, O 
Bharata, with their troops, beheld the might, energy, prowess, 
and perseverance of Bhima, for the latter, disregarding that 
arrowy downpour resembling the raging sea, rushed in wrath 
against Kama. Bhima, O monarch, was armed with a formi- 
dable bow the back of whose staff was decked with gold.*^-** 
He stretched it so quickly that -it seemed, like a second bow 
of Indra, to be incessantly drawn to a ^ circle. Shafts issued 
continuously from it and seemed to fill the whole welkin.*’^ 
With those straight arrows, equipt with wings of gold, shot by 
Bhima, a continuous line was made in the sky that looked 
effulgent like a garland of gold.** Then those showers of 
(Kama’s) arrows spread iu the welkin, struck by Bhiieasena 
'53 
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with his shafts, were scattered in portions and fell down on the 
Earth.*’ Then the sky was covered with those showers of 
gold-winged and swiftly-coursing arrows, of both Kama and 
Bhimasena, that produced sparks of fire as they clashed against 
each other. The very Sun was then shrouded, and the very 
aif ceased to move.*®*** Indeed, when the welkin was thua 
covered with those arrowy showers, nothing could be seen. 
Then the Suta’e son, disregarding the energy of the high- 
souled Bhima, completely shrouded Bhiroa with other arrows 
and endeavoured to prevail over him. Then, O sire, those 
arrowy showers shot by both of them,**"** seemed to clash 
against each other like two opposite currents of wind. And in 
consequence of that clash of the arrowy showers of those two 
lions among men,** a conflagration, O chief of the Bharatas, 
seemed to be generated in the sky. Then Kama, desirous of 
slaying Bhima, sped at him in’ rage many whetted arrows 
equipt with wings of gold and polished by the hands of the 
smith. Bhima, however, cut off with his own shafts every 
one of those arrows into three fragments,**”** and prevailing 
over the Suta's son, he cried out, — Wait, Wait ! — And the 
wrathful and mighty son of Pandu, like an all-consuming con- 
flagration, once more shot in rage showers of fierce shafts. 
And then, in consequence of their leathern fences striking 
against their bow-strings, loud sounds were generated.*^* And 
loud also became the sound of their palms and terrible their 
leonine shouts and fierce the rattle of their car-wheels and the 
twang of their bow-strings.** And all the combatants, O king, 
ceased to fight, desirous of beholding the prowess of Kama and 
the son of Pandu, each of whom was desirous of slaying the 
other.*® And the celestial JRwhis and Siddhaa and Gan- 
dharvas, applauded them, saying, — Excellent, Excellent ! — And 
the tribes of Vidyadharaa rained flowery showers upon them.** 
Then the wrathful an4 mighty-armed Bhima of fierce prowess, 
baflling with his own weapons the weapons of his foe, pierced 
the Snta'a eon with many shafts.** Kama also, endued with 
gre&t might, baffling the shafts of Bhimasena, sped at him 
nine Iqng shafts in that battle.** Bhima, however, with as 
mAoj^MTOws, cut off those shafts of the (Swto’s son in the 
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welkin and addressed him, saying, — Wait, Wait — Then the 
mighty-armed and heroic Bhima, excited with rage, shot at 
Adhiratha’s son an arrow resembling the rod of Yama or Death 
himself-** Eadha’s son, however, of groat prowess, smilingly 
cut off that arrow, 0 king, of Pandu’s son, with three arrows 
of his, as it coursed towards him through the welkin.** The 
son of Pandu then once more shot showers of fierce shafts, 
Kama, however, fearlessly received all those arrows of Bhima.*^ 
Then excited with rage, the 8uta*8 son Kama, by the power of 
his weapons, with his straight arrows, cut off in that encounter 
the couple of quivers and the bowstring of the battling Bhima 
as also the traces of his steeds. And then slaying his steeds 
also, Kama pierced Bhima’s charioteer with five shafts.**^** 
The charioteer, quickly running away, proceeded to Yudha- 
manyu’s car. Excited with rage, the son of Eadha then, whose 
splendour resembled that of the Yuga fire, smiling the while, 
cut off the flag-staff of Bhima and felled his banner. Deprived 
of his bow, the mighty-armed Bhima then seized a dart such 
as car-warriors may use.***** Excited with wrath, ho whirled 
it in his hand and then hurled it with great force at Kama’s 
car. The son of Adhiratha then, vrith ten shafts, cut off, as it 
coursed towards him with the effulgence of a large meteor, 
that gold-decked dart thus hurled (by Bhima).* Thereupon 
that dart fell down, cut off into ten fragments by those sharp 
shafts of the Sata's son Kama, that warrior conversant with 
every mode of warfare, then battling for the sake of his friends. 
Then the son of Kunti took up a shield decked with gold ***** 
and a sword, desirous of obtaining either death or victory. 
Kama, however, O Bharata, smiling the while, cut off that 
bright shield of Bhima with many fierce shafts. The car-less 
Bhima, O king, deprived of Kis shield, became mad with 
rage.**"** Quickly then he hurled his ^Formidable sword at 
Kama's car. That large sword, cutting off the stringed bow 
of the Suta*8 son,*^ fell down on the Earth, O ki^g, like an 
angry snake from the sky. Then Adhiratha s son, excited with 
rage in that battle, smilingly took up another bow destructive 

* In the first line of 62, the Bengal reading ii better than 

the Bombay reading 
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of foes, having a stronger string, and tougher than the one 
he had lost. Desirous of slaying the son of Kunti, Kama 
then began to shoot thousands of arrows, O king, equipt with 
wings of gold and endued with great energy. Struck with 
those shafts shot from Kama’s bow, the mighty Bhima**"’® 
leaped into the sky, filling Kama’s heart with anguish. Be- 
holding the conduct in battle of Bhiraa desirous of victory,’* 
the son of Radha beguiled him by concealing himself in his 
car. Seeing Kama conceal himself with an agitated heart on 
the terrace of his car,’* Bhima, catching hold of Kama’s flag- 
staff, waited on the Earth. All the Kurus and the Charanas 
highly applauded that attempt of Bhima of snatching Kama 
away from his car like Garuda snatching away a snake. His 
bow cut off, himself deprived of car, Bhima, observant of the 
duties of his order, stayed still for battle, keeping hdsi 
(broken) car behind him. The son of Radha then, from tkg0, 
in that encounter, proceeded against the son of Pandu who 
was waiting for battle. Then those two mighty warriors, O 
king, challenging, as they approached, each other,’®*’® those 
two bulls among men, roared at each other like the clouds at 
the close of summer. And the passage-at-arms that then took 
place between those two enraged lions among men that could 
not brook each other in battle resembled that of old between 
the gods and the Ddnavas, The son of Kunti, however, whose 
stock of weapons was exhausted, was (obliged to turn back) 
pursued by Kama.”"’® Beholding the elephants, huge as hills, 
that had been slain by Arjuna, lying (near), the unarmed 
Bhimasena entered into their midst, for impeding the progress 
of Kama’s car,’* Approaching that multitude of elephants 
and getting into the midst of that fastness which was inaccessi- 
ble to a car, the son of Pa-ndu, desirous of saving his life, 
refrained from striking the son of Radha.®® Desirous of shel- 
ter, that subjugator of hostile cities, viz,, the son of Pritha, 
uplifting an elephant that had been slain by Dhananjaya with 
his shafts, waited there® ‘ like Hanumat uplifting the peak of 
Oand^madanal*'^ Kama, however, with his safts, cut off that 


* laterally, ‘‘a mountain overgrown, with medicinal herbi of greW 
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elephant held by Bhima.** ,» The san of Panda thereupon 
hurled at Kama the fragments of that elephant’s carcase, as also 
car- wheels and steeds. In fact, all objects that he saw lying 
there on the field,** the son of Pandu, excited with rage, took 
up and hurled at Kama. Kama, however, with his sharp 
arrows, cut off every one of those objects thus thrown at him.*^ 
Bhima also, raising his fierce fists that weife endued with the 
force of the thunder, desired to slay the Swta'a son. Soon, 
however, he recollected Arjuna’s vow.** The son of Pandu, 
therefore, though competent, took not the life of Kama, from 
desire of not falsifying the vow that Savyasachin had made.** 
The 8ibta*8 son, however, with his sharp shafts, repeatedly caused 
the distressed Bhima to lose his senses.*^ But Kama, recollect- 
ing the words of Kunti, took not the life of the unarmed 
Bhima, Approaching quickly, Kama touched him with the 
horn of his bow.** As soon, however, as Bhimasena was touch- 
ed with the bow, excited with rage and sighing like a snake, he 
snatched the bow from Kama and struck him with it on the 
head.** Struck by Bhimasena, the son of Radha, with eyes 
red in wrath, smiling the while, said unto him repeatedly these 
words,*® viz,, Beardless eunuch, ignorant fool, and glutton. — And 
Kama said’, — Without skill in weapons, do not fight with me ! 
Thou art but a child, a laggard in battle There, 0 son of 
Pandu, where occurs a profusion of edibles and drink, there, 
O wretch, shouldst thou be but never in battle !** Subsisting 
on roots, flowers, and fruits, and observant of vows and aus- 
terities, thou, 0 Bhima, shouldst pass thy days in the woods, 
for thou art unskilled in battle !** Great is the difference be- 
tween battle and the austere mode of a Mvuni'a life ! Therefore, 
O Vrikodara, retire into the woods ! O child, thou art not fit 
for engaging in battle. Thou hast an aptitude for a life in the 
woods !** Urging cooks and servants and slaves in the house to 
speed> thou art fit only for reproving them in wrath for the sake 
of thy dinner, O Vrikodara !** Or, 0 Bhima, O thou of a 
foolish understanding, betaking thyself to a Muni's mode of 


ef&cacy.” Of course, the allusion is to Hanumat’s removal of Gandha- 
iBAdana for the cure of Lakshmana.— 
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life, gather thou fruits (for thy food) ! Go to the Woods, 0 son 
of Kunti, for thou art not skilled in battle !** Employed in 
c'Ulling fruits and roots or in waiting upon guests, thou art unfit, 
I think, to take a part, O Vrikodara, in any passage-at-arms !** 
—And, O monarch, all the wrongs done to him in his younger 
years, he was also reminded of by Kama in harsh words.’* 
And as he stood there in weakness, Kama once more touched 
him with the bow. And laughing loudly, Vrisha once more 
told Bhima these words — Thou shouldst fight with others, 
O sire, but never with one like me ! They that fight with 
persons like us have to undergo this and else !‘®* Go thither 
where the two Krishnas are ! They will protect thee in battle I 
Or, O son of Kunti, go home, for, a child as thou art, what 
business hast thou with battle ?‘®* — Hearing those harsh words 
of Kama, Bhimasena laughed aloud and addressing Kama said 
unto him these words in the hearing of all :’** — O wicked wight, 
repeatedly hast thou been vanquished by me ! How cast thou 
indulge then in such idle boast ? In the world the ancients 
witnessed the victory and defeat of the great Indra himself !‘** 
O thou of ignoble parentage, engage with me in an athletic 
encounter with bare arms ! Even a^I slew the mighty Kichaka 
of gigantic fi’ame,’®* I would then slay thee in the very sight 
of all the kings ! — Understanding the motives of Bhima, Kama, 
that foremost of intelligent men,*®’ abstained from that combat 
in the very sight of all the bowmen. Indeed, having made 
Bhima earless, Kama, O king, reproved him in such boastful 
language’®* in the view of that lion among the Vrishnis, (vis,, 
Krishna) and of the high-souled Partha. Then the ape-bannered 
(Arjuna), urged by Kc^ava, sped at the Suta’s son, O king, 
many shafts whetted on stone. Those arrows decked with gold, 
shot by Partha’s arms and issuing out of Gandiva, entered 
Kama’s body like cranes into the Karauncha mountains. With 
those arrows shot from Gandiva, which entered Kama’s bedy 
like so many snakes,*®’"* Dhananjaya drove the Suta’e son from 
Bhimasena’s vicinage. His bow cut off by Bhima and himself 
afflicted with the arrows of Dhananjaya,**® Kama quickly fled 
away firom Bhima on his great car. Bhimasena also, O bull 
among men, mounting upon Satyaki’s car,*** proceeded in that 
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battle in the wake of his brother Savyasachin the son of Pandu. 
Then Dhananjaya, with eyes red in wrath, aiming at Karna, 
quickly sped a shaft like the Pestroyer urging forward Death’s 
selfi That shaft sped from QSndiva, like Garuda in the welkin 
in quest of a mighty snake, quickly coursed towards Kama.. 
The son of Drona, however, that mighty car-warrior, with a 
winged arrow of his, cut it off in raid-air, desirous of rescuing 
Karna from the fear of Dhananjaya. Then Arjuna, excited 
with wrath, pierced the son of Drona with %ur and sixty*^*"** 
arrows, 0 king, and addressing him, said, — Do not fly away, 
O A^watthaman, but wait a moment ! — Drona’s son, however, 
a&dicted with the shafts of Dhananjaya, quickly entered a 
division of the Kaurava army that abounded with infuriate 
elephants and that teemed with cars. The mighty son of Kunti 
then, with the twang of Gandiva, drowned the noise made in 
that battle by all other twanging bows of staffs decked with 
gold. Then the mighty Dhananjaya followed from behind the 
son of Drona who had not retreated to a great distance, 
frightening him all the way with his shafts. Piercing with his 
shafts winged with the feathers of Kankas and peacocks, the 
bodies of men and elephants and steeds, Arjuna began to grind 
that force. Indeed, O chief of the Bharatas, Partha the son of 
Indra began to exterminate that host teeming with steeds and 
elephants and men.’ ”“*■** 


Section CXL. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Day by day, O Sanjaya, my blazing 
fame is being darkened ! A great many warriors of mine have 
fallen ! I think all this is due to the reverses brought about 
by time.* Dhananjaya, excited with rage, hath penetrated into 
my host which is protected by Droha’s son and Karna, and 
which, therefore, is incapable of being penetrated by the very 
gods !* United with those two of blazing energy, viz., Krishna 
and Bluma, as also with that bull among the Cinis, his»prowess 
hath been increased 1* Since I have heard of Dhananjaya’s 
entry, grief is consuming my heart like fire consuming a heag 
Qt dry grass, 1 see that all the kings of the Earth with the 
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ruler of the Siudhus amongst them, are affected by evil des- 
tiny.'* Having done a great wrong to the diadem-decked (Ar- 
juna), how can the ruler of the Sindhus, if he falls within 
Arjuna's sight, save his life ?• From circumstantial inference, 
J see, 0 Siinjaya, that the ruler of the Sindhus is already dead! 
Tell me, however, truly how the battle raged 1* Thou art skill- 
ed in narration, O Sanjaya, tell me truly how the Vrishni 
hero Satyaki fought, who, striving resolutely for Dananjaya^a 
sake, alone entered in rage that vast force, disturbing and 
agitating it repeatedly, like an elephant plunging into a lake 
overgrown with lotuses.’"® 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Beholding that foremost of men, 
Bhima, proceed, afflicted with Kama's shafts in the midst, 
O king, of many heroes, that foremost warrior amongst the 
Cinis followed him on his car.® Roaring like the clouds at the 
close of summer, and blazing like the autumnal Sun, he began 
to slaughter with his formidable bow the host of thy son, caus- 
ing it to tremble repeatedly.*® And as that foremost one of 
Madhu's race, O Bharata, thus proceeded along the field on his 
car drawn by steeds of the hue of silver and himself roaring 
terribly, none amongst thy warriors could check his progress.** 
Then that foremost of kings, viz,, Alamvusha, full of rage, 
never retreating from battle, armed with bow, and clad in a 
golden coat of mail, rushing quickly, impeded the progress of 
Satyaki, that foremost warrior of Madhu's race.** The en- 
counter then, O Bharata, that took pl&ce between them was 
such that its like had never been. All thy warriors and the 
enemy, abstaining from the fight, became spectators of that en- 
gagement between those two ornaments of battle.*® Then that 
foremest of kings, viz., Alamvusha, forcibly pierced Satyaki with 
ten arrows. That bull of Cini's race, however, with his shafts, 
cut off all those arrows before they could reach him.** And 
once more Alamvmsha struck Satyaki with three sharp airows 
e:juipt with beautiful wings, blazing asrfire, and shot from bis 
bow drawn to the ear. These, piercing through Satyaki's coat 
of mail, penej^ated into his body.** Having pierced Satyaki's 
J>ody with those sharp and blazing arrows endued with the force 
of fire or the wind, Alamvusha forcibly struck the four steeds 
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of Satyaki, white as silver, with four other arrows.^* The 
grandson of Cini, endued with great activity and prowess like 
that of (Ke^ava himself ) thd bearer of the discus, thus struck 
by him, slew with four shafts of great impetuosity the four 
steeds of Alamvusha.*^ Having then cut off the head of Alam- 
vusha’s charioteer, he severed from Alamvusha's trunk the lat- 
ter’s head, beautiful as the full moon and decked with excellent 
ear-rings, with a broad-headed arrow fierce aj the Yuga fire,** 
Having slain that descendant of many kings in battle, that 
bull among the Yadus, that hero capable of grinding hostile 
hosts, proceeded towards Arjuna, O king, resisting as he went 
the enemy’s troops,** Indeed, O king, thus careering in the 
midst of the foe, the Vrishni hero, while proceeding in the wake 
(of Arjuna), was seen to repeatedly destroy with his shafts the 
Kuru host, like the hurricane dispersing gathering masses of 
clouds.*® Whithersoever that lion among men desired to go, 
thither he was borne by those excellent steeds of his, of the 
Sindhu breed, well-broken, docile, white as vaccine milk or the 
Kvbnda flower or the moon or the snow, and adorned with trap- 
pings of gold.** Then, O thou of Ajamida’s race, thy sons, 
uniting with other warriors of thy army, quickly rushed against 
Satyaki, making that foremost of warriors, viz,, Dus^asana, 
their commander.** Those leaders of divisions, encompassing 
the grandson of Cini on all sides in that battle, began to strike 
him. That foremost one among the Satwatas, that hero, viz,, 
Satyaki, also, resisted them all with showers of arrows.** 
Quickly checking all of them by means of his fiery shafts, that 
slayer of foes, viz,, the grandson of Cini, forcibly uplifting his 
bow, O Ajamida, slew the steeds of Dus^asana. Then Arjuna, 
and Krishna, beholding that foremost of men, (viz,, Satyaki) 
in that battle, became filled with joy,* 


Section CXLI, 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Then the great bowmen of the Trigarta 
country, owning standards decked with gold, encompassed on all 
sides the mighty-armed Satyaki, that warrior who accomplished 
with great activity everjtbiug that demanded a^g^^nplishment, 
H 
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ftud who, having penetrated into that host Unlimited as the 
sea, was rushing against Dus^asana’s car from desire of Dhiik 
na^yaya's success/"* Cbeclting his course with a largo throng 
of cars on all sides, those great bowmen, excited with rage^ 
covered him with showers of arrows/ Having penetrated into 
the midst of the Bharata army which resembled a shoreless sea^ 
and which, filled with the sound of palms, abounded with swords 
and darts and maces, Satyaki, of prowess incapable of being 
baffled, alone vanquished his foes, those fifty (Trigarta) princes 
shining brilliantly in that battle/** On that occasion we saw 
that the conduct of Cini^s grandson in battle was extremely 
wonderful. So great was the lightness (of his movements) that 
having seen him on the west we immediately saw him in 
the east/ North, South, East, West, in these, and the other 
subsidiary directions, that hero seemed to career dancingly as if 
he constituted a hundred warriors in his single self.* Behold- 
ing that conduct of Satyaki endued with the sportive tread of 
the lion, the Trigarfea warriors, unable to bear his prowess, fled 
away towards (the divisions of) their own (countrymen)/ Then 
the brave warriors of the Curasenas endeavoured to check 
Satyaki, striking him with showers of shafts like a guide strik- 
ing an infuriate elephant with the hook.* The high-souled 
Satyaki straggled with them for a short space of time, and 
then that hero of inconceivable prowess began to fight with the 
Kalingas.^® Transgressing that division of the Kalingas which 
was incapable of being crossed, the mighty-armed Satyaki ap- 
proached the presence of Dhananjaya the son of Pritha.” Like 
a tired swimmer in water when he reaches the land, Yuyudhana 
became comforted on obtaining the sight of Dhananjaya, that 
tiger among men.** Beholding him approach, Ke 5 ava, addressing 
Partha, said, — Yonder cometh the grandson of Cini, O Partha, 
following in thy wake !‘* O thou of prowess incapable of being 
baffled, he is thy disciple and friend ! That bull among men, 
regarding all the warriors as straw, hath vanquished them.** 
Inflicting terrible injuries upon the Kaurava warriors, Satyaki, 
who is dear to thee as life, cometh towards thee, 0 Kiritiu !** 
Having 'vfith his shafts crushed Drona himself and Kritavarmah 
of the Bhoja race, this Satyaki cometh to thee, 0 Phalguna/^ 
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Intent on yudhishthira’s good, having slain many foremost of 
warnors, the brave Satyaki, skilled in weapons, is coming to 
thee, 0 Phalguna Having achieved the most difficult feats 
in the mid^t of the (Kaurava) troops, the mighty Satyaki, 
desirous of obtaining thy sight, cometh to thee, O son of Pan- 
da!** Having on a single car fought in battle with many 
mighty car-warriors with the preceptor (Drona) for their head, 
Satyaki cometh to thee, O Parthal*® Despatched by Dharma's 
son, this Satyaki cometh to thee, 0 Partha, having pierced 
through the Kaurava army, relying on the might of his own 
arms I®* Invincible in battle, that Satyaki, who hath no war- 
rior amongst the Kauravas equal to him, is coming to thee, O 
son of Kunti 1*^ Having slain countless warriors, this Satyaki 
cometh to thee, 0 Partha, freed from amid the Kaurava troops 
like a lion from amid a herd of kine P* Having strewn the 
Earth with the faces, beautiful as the lotus, of thousands of 
kings, this Satyaki is coming to thee, O Partha 1®* Having 
iranquished in battle Duryodhana himself with his brothers, and 
having slain Jalasandha, Satyaki is coming quickly Having 
caused a river of blood with blood for its mire, and regarding the 
Kauravas as straw, Satyaki cometh towards thee 1®^ — The son 
of Kunti, without being cheerful, said these words unto 
Kcijava, — The arrival of Satyaki, O mighty-armed one, is 
scarcely agreeable to me 1®® I do not, O lvo 9 ava, know how 
king Yudhishthira the just is ! Now that he is separated from 
Satwata, I doubt whether he is alive O mighty-armed one, 
this Satyaki should have protected the king ! Why then, O 
Krishna, bath this one, leaving Yudhishthira, followed in my 
wake ?** The king, therefore, hath been abandoned to Drona. 
The ruler of the Sindhus hath not yet been slain. There, 
Bhuri 9 ravas is proceeding against Satyaki in battle 1*® A 
heavier burthen hath been cast upon me on account of Jaya- 
dratha! I should know how the king is, ’and I should also 
protect Satyaki I*® I should also slay Jayadratha ! The Sun 
hangetb low. As regards the raighty-arraed Satyaki, he is 
tired ; his weapons also have been exhausted.®^ His steedsi 
as also their driver, are tired, 0 Madhava I Bhuri 9 ravas, on 
the other not tired, Ho hath supporters behind him, 
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O Kegava!** Will success be Satyaki’s in tins encounter ? 
Having crossed the very ocean, will Satyaki of unbaffled prow-* 
css,** will that bull amongst the Cinis, of great energy, sue* 
Bumb, obtaining (before him) the vestige of a cow’s foot ?* Bn- 
countering that foremost one amongst the Kurus, viz., the 
high-souled Bhuri(;raras skilled in weapons, will Satyaki have 
good fortune ? Z regard this, O Kegava, to have been an error 
of judgment on the part of king Yudhishthira the just !**"** 
Casting off all fear of the preceptor, he hath despatched Satyaki 
(from away his side) f Like a sky-ranging hawk after a piece 
of meat, Drona always endeavoureth after the seizure of king 
Yudhishthira the just f Will the king be free from all danger ?’ ”** 


Section CXLII. 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding Satwata, invincible in battle, 
coming (towards Arjuna), Bhuri^ravas, in rage, O king, suddenly 
advanced towards him.* Ho of Kuru’s race then, O king, 
addressing that bull of Cini’s race, said, — By good luck it is 
that thou hast today come within the range of my vision 1* 
Today, in this battle, I obtain the wish I had always cherish- 
ed! If thou dost not fly away from battle, thou wilt not 
escape me with life !* Slaying thee today in fight, thee that 
art ever proud of thy heroism, I will, O thou of Da<;arha’s 
race, gladden the Kuru king Suyodhana !* Those heroes, viz., 
Ke^ava and Arjuna, will today together behold thee lying on 
the fireld of battle, scorched with my arrows !* Hearing that 
thou hast been slain by me, the royal son of Dhanna, who 
caused thee to penetrate into this host, will today be covered 
with shame !* Pritha’s son Dhananjaya will today behold my 
prowess when he sees thee slain and lying on the Earth, 
covered with gore 1* Thfa encounter with thee hath always 
t)een desired by me, like the encounter of Cakra with Vali in 
the battle between the gods and the Aaurae in days of old !* 
Today I wll give thee dreadful battle, O Satwata ! Thou shalt 
thence truly understand (the measure of ) my energy, might/ 

* /. /i' th# little mdeut caused by a cow’s hoof. — T. ■ 
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and manUneasI* Slain by me in battle, thou shalt today 
proceed to the abode of Yama like B&vana’s son (Indrajit) 
slain by Lakshmana the ■younger brother of REma!** ^o- 
day Krishna and Partha and king Yudhishthira the just, O 
thou of Madhu’a race, witnessing thy slaughter, will, without 
doubt, be overcome with despondence and give up battle !'* 
Causing thy Death today, O Madhava, with keen shafts, I will 
gladden the wives of all those that havQ been slain by thee in 
battle !'* Having come within the scope of my vision, thou 
bhalt not escape, like a small deer from within the range of 
a lion’s vision !** — Hearing these words of his, Yuyudhana, O 
king, answered him with a laugh, saying,— O thou of Kuril’s 
race, I am never inspired with fear in battle !’* Thou shalt 
not succeed in terrifying me with thy words only ! He will 
slay me in battle who will succeed in disarming me !‘* He that 
will slay me in battle will slay (foes) for all time to come 1* 
What is the use of such idle and long-winded boast in words ? 
Accomplish in deeds what thou sayest !** Thy words seem to 
be as fruitless as the roar of autumn clouds! Hearing, O 
hero, these roars of thine, I cannot restrain my laughter !’* 
Let that encounter, O thou of Kuru’s race, which has been 
desired by thee so long, take place today I My heart, O sire, 
inspired as it is with the desire of an encounter with thee, 
cannot brook any delay !*• Without slaying thee, I shall not 
abstain from the fight, O wretch ! — Rebuking each other in 
such words, those two bulls among men,** both excited with 
great wrath, struck each other in battle, each being desirous 
of taking the other’s life. Those great bowmen, both endued 
with great might, encountered each other in battle, each 
challenging the other ,** like two wrathful elephants in rut for 
the sake of a she-elephant in her season. And those two 
chastisers of foes, viz., Bhuri9rava3 and Satyaki, poured** upon 
each other dense showers of arrows like £wo masses of clouds. 
Then ^omadatta’s son, having shrouded the grandson of Cini 


* The eenee is that be that will slay me will always be victorious in 
battle, will always slay the warriors with whom he may engage iu battle. 
Pefeat will nerer be Ms.— T. 
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with swiftly-coursing shtrfts ,*• once more pierced the latt«f. 0 
chief of the Bharatas, with many keen shafts, from desire oi 
slaying him. Having pierced Satyaki with ten shafts, SopaArr 
datta’s son apod many other keen shafts at that bull amongst) 
the Cinis, from desire of compassing his destruction. Saty.aki> 
however, 0 lord, cut off, with the power of his weapons, all 
those keen shafts of Bhurmravas, O king, in the welkin, beforOi 
in fact, any of them could reach him. Those two heroes, those 
two warriors that enhanced the fame of the Kurus and the 
Vrishnis respectively, both of noble lineage, thus poured upon 
each other their arrowy showers. Like two tigers fighting with 
their claws or two huge elephants with their tusks,**^* they 
mangled each other with shafts and darts such as car-warriors 
may use. Mangling each other’s limbs, and with blood issuing 
out of their wounds,*’ those two warriors, engaged in a gambl- 
ing match in which their lives were at the stake, checked and 
confounded each other. Those heroes of excellent feats, those 
enhancers of the fame of the Kurus and the Vrishnis,** thus 
fought with each other like two leaders of elephantine herds. 
Indeed, those two warriors, both coveting the highest region, 
both cherishing the desire of very soon attaining the region of 
Brahman, thus roared at each other. Indeed, Satyaki and 
Somadatta’s son continued to cover each other with their arrowy 
showers in the sight of the Dhartarashtras filled with joy. 
And the people there witnessed that encounter between those 
two foremost of warriors**"** who were fighting like two leaders 
of elephantine herds for the sake of a she-elephant in her 
season. Then each slaying the other’s steeds and cutting off 
the other’s bow,** those car-less combatants encountered each 
other with swords in dreadful fight. Taking up two beauti- 
ful and large and bright sjrields made of bull’s hide,** and 
two naked swords, they careered on the field. Stalking in 
circles and diverse other kinds of courses duly,** those grinders 
of foes, excited with rage, frequently struck each other. 
Armed with swords, clad in bright armour, docked with curass 
and Angadas,** those two famous warriors showed diverse kinds 
of motion. They wheeled about, and whirled about on high, 
ipid made sid^thrusts, and jumped forwsfdi and .leapt highj; 
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»tid tan above, and rushed forward, and rushed upwards.*^ 
And those chastisers of foes began to strike each other with 
their swords. And each of them looked eagerly for the laches 
of the other. And both those heroes leapt beautifully*^ and 
both showed their training, lightness of motion, and skill. And 
those foremost of warriors, in that b'ittle, began also to make 
skillful passes at each other.** And having struck each other, 
O king, those heroes took redfc fora moment in the sight of all 
the troops.** Having with their swords cut into pieces each 
other’s beautiful shield, O king, decked with a hundred moons, 
those tigers among men, engaged in a wrestling encounter.^* 
Both having broad chests, both having long arms, both well- 
skilled in wrestling, they encountered each other with their 
arms of iron that resembled spiked maces, And they struck 
each other with their arms, and seized each other’s arms, and 
each seized with his arms the other’s neck. And the skill 
they had acquired by exercise contributed to the joy of all the 
warriors that stood as spectators of that encounter.^* And as 
those heroes fought with each other, O king, in that battle, loud 
and terrible were the sounds produced by them resembling the 
fall of the thunder upon the mountain breast.*** Like two ele- 
phants encountering each other with the ends of their tusks or 
like two bulls with their horns, those two illustrious and fore- 
most warriors of the Kuru and the Satwata races, fought with 
each other, sometimes binding each other with their arms, 
sometimes striking each other with their heads, sometimes 
intertwining each other’s legs, sometimes slapping their arm- 
pits, sometimes pinching each other with their nails, some- 
times clasping each other tightly, sometimes twining their legs 
round each other’s loins, sometimes rolling on the ground, 
sometimes advancing, sometimes receding, sometimes challeng- 
ing each other, sometimes throwing each other down, sometimes 
rising up, and sometimes leaping up^^*** Indeed, those two 
mighty combatants showed in that encounter, 0 Bharata, all 
the two and thirty kinds of separate manoeuvres and acts that 
characterise encounters of that kind.^^ 

** ‘When Satwata’s weapons were exhausted during his en- 
gagement with Bhuri^ravas, Yasudeva said unto Arjuna,— Be- 
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hold that foremost of all bowmen, vig!., Satjaki, engaged in 
battle, deprived of car I** He hath entered the Bharata host, 
having pierced through it, following in thy wgke, 0 son of 
Fandu ! Ho hath fought with all the Bharata varriors of great 
energy.*’ The giver of large sacrificial presents, viz., Bhuri- 
9ravas, hath encountered that foremost of warriors while tired 
with fatigue. Desirous of battle, Bhuri9ravas is about to en^ 
counter the advancing Bhima. It will, O Arjuna, be a very un> 
equal encounter I’® — Then that warrior invincible in battle, viz., 
Bhuri9rava3, excited with wrath, vigorously struck Sfityaki, O 
king, like an infuriate elephant striking an infuriate compeer.** 
Those two foremost of warriors, both upon their cars'and both 
excited with wrath, fought on, O king, Ke9ava and ArjuQa 
witnessing their encounter.** Then the mighty-armed Krishna, 
addressing Arjuna, said, — Behold, that tiger among the Vrish- 
nis and the Andhakas has succumbed to Somadatta’s son !*• 
Having achieved the most difficult feats, exhausted with exer- 
tion, he hath been deprived of his car! O Arjuna, protect 
Satyaki, thy heroic disciple !** See that that foremost of men 
may not, for thy sake, O tiger among men, succumb to Bhuri- 
9ravas devoted to sacrifices ! O puissant one, speedily do what 
is needed !** — Dhananjaya, with a cheerful heart, addressing 
Vasudeva, said, — Behold, that bull amongst the Kurus and 
that foremost one among the Yrishnis are sporting with each 
other," like a huge elephant mad with rage sporting with a 
mighty lion in the forest ! — While Dhananjaya the son of Pandu 
was thus speaking," loud cries of oh and (das ar<^ among the 
troops, O bull of Bharata’s race, since the mighty-armed Bhuri- 
9ravas, exerting vigorously, struck Satyaki and brought him 
down upon the ground." And like a lion dragging an ele- 
phant, that foremost one of .Kuru’s race, viz., Buri9ravas, that 
giver of profuse presents at sacrifices, dragging that foremost 
one amongst the Satwatas, looked resplendent in that battle." 
Then Bhuri9rava3, in that encounter, drawing his sword from 
the scabbard, seized Satyaki by the hair of his head and struck 
him at the chest with his feet." Bhuri9ravas then was abont 
to cut off firom Satyaki’s trunk his head decked with ear-rings. 
For sometime the Sitwata hero rapidly whirled bis beady with 
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the arm of Bhuri<;ravas that held it by the hair, like a potter s 
wheel whirled round with the Etaff.** Beholding Satwata thus 
dragged in battle by Bhuri 9 ravas, Vasudeva once more, O king, 
addressed Arjuna and said,®* — Behold, that tiger among the 
Vrishnis and the Andhakas, that disciple of thine, O mighty* 
armed one, not inferior to thee in bowmanship, hath succumbed 
to Somadatta*s son !®* *0 Partha, since Bhuri 9 ravas is thus 
prevailing over the Vrishni hero Satyakr of prowess incapable 
of being baffled, the very name of the latter is about to be 
falsified — Thus addressed by Vasudeva, the mighty-armed 

son of Pandu mentally worshipped Bhuri 9 ravas in that battle,®* 
— I that Bhuri 9 ravas, that enhancer of the 

fame of the Kurus, is dragging Satyaki in battle, as if in 
sport.®’^ Without slaying Satyaki, that foremost one among 
the heroes of the Vrishni rUce, the Kuru warrior is only dragg- 
ing him like a mighty lion in the forest dragging a huge 
elephant !** — Mentally applauding the Kuru warrior thus, O 
king, the mighty-armed Arjuna the son of Pritha, replied unto 
Vasudeva, saying,®® — My eyes having rested upon the ruler of 
the Sindhus, I could not, 0 Madhava, see Satyaki ! I shall, 
however, for the sake of that Yadava warrior, achieve a most 
difficult feat !’* — Having said these words, in obedience to Vasu- 
deva, the son of Panda fixed on Odndiva a sharp razor-headed 
arrow.^* That arrow, shot by Partha’s hands and resembling 
a dazzling meteor flashing down from the firmament, cut off 
the Kuru warrior’s arm with the sword in its grasp and decked 
with Angada' 


Section CXLIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘That arm (of Bhuri 9 ravas) decked with 
Angada and holding the sword in its grasp, ^ (thus cut off ), fell 
down on the Earth to the great grief of all living creatures/ 

♦ I do not render €5 literally. Satyaki is called “Sat^’avikrania,” 
i., e., of “true prowess” or “of prowess incapable of being baffled.” If he 
sustains a defeat today at Bhuri^rav'as’s hands, that title of his will be 
falsified. This is all that Krishna means.— T. 
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Iiidooci, that arm, which was to have cut off Satyaki's head, 
itself cut off by the unseen Arjuna, quickly dropped down on 
th^ Earth like a snake of five heads.* The Kuril warrior, 
beholding himself incapacitated by Partha, abandoned his hold 
oh Satyaki and wrathfully reproved the son of Pandu.* 

“ ‘Bhuri^ravas said, — Thou hast, O son of Kunti, done a 
cruel and heartless deed, since without being engaged with me, 
thou hast, unseen by me, cut off my arm Shalt thou not 
have to say unto YuUhishthira, the royal son of Dharma, even 
this, viz,f BhuricravaSy while otherwise engaged^ was slain 
hy me in battle ?* — Wort thou taught this use of weapons by 
the high-souled Indra, or by Rudra, O Partha, or by Drona, 
or by Kripa 1® Thou art, in this world, better acquainted with 
the rules about the use of weapons than all others ! Why then 
hast thou cut off in battle the arm of a warrior who was not 
engaged with thee V The righteous never strike him that is 
heedless or him that is terrified, or him that is made earless, 
or him that beggeth for life or protection, or him that hath 
fallen into distress Why then, O Partha, hast thou perpe- 
trated such an extremely unworthy deed that is sinful, that is 
worthy only of a low wretch, and that is practised by only a 
wicked wight A respectable person, O Dhananjaya, can easily 
accomplish a deed that is respectable. A deed, however, that 
is disrespectable becomes difficult of accomplishment by a per- 
son that is respectable.*® A man quickly catches the behaviour 
of those with whom and amongst whom he moves. This is 
seen in thee, O Partha !** Being of royal lineage and born, 
especially, in Kuril's race, how hast thou fallen off from the 
duties of a Kshatriya, although thou wert of good behaviour 
and observant of excellent vows !** This mean act that thou 
hast perpetrated for the sak5 of the Vrishni warrior, is, with- 
out doubt, conformable to Vasudeva s counsels 1 Such an act 
does not suit one like thee Who else, unless he were a 
friend of^ Krishna's, would inflict such a wrong upon one 
that is heedlessly engaged with another in battle ?** The 
Vrishnis and the Andhakas are bad Kshatriyas, ever engaged 
in sinful -deeds, and are, by nature, addicted to censurable 
behaviour. Why, O Partha, hast thou taken them for thy 
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model ? — Thus addressed iti bafctlc, Parfcha replied unto Bhuri- 
ijravas, saying, It is evident that with the decrepitude 
of the body one’s intellect alsp. becomes decrepit, since, O lord, 
all these senseless words have been uttered by thee !*® Although 
thou knowest Hrishike^a and myself well, how is it that thou 
rebiikest us thus ? Knowing as I do the rules of battles and 
conversant as I am with the meaning of all the scriptures,^’ I 
would never do an act that is sinful ! Knowing this well, thou 
robukest* me yet ! The Kshatriyas battle with their foes, sur- 
rounded by their own followers,^* their brothers, sires, sons, 
relatives, kinsmen, companions, and friends. These also fight, 
relying on the (strength of ) arms of those they follow.^® Why 
then should I not protect Satyaki, my disciple and dear kins- 
man, who is fighting for our sake in this battle, regardless of 
life itself that is so difficult of being laid down.*f“®® Invincible 
in fight, Satyaki, O king, is my right arm in battle. One 
should not protect his own self only, when he goes to battle.®^ 
He, 0 king, who is engaged in the business of another, should 
be protected (by that other). Such men being protected, the 
king is protected in press of battle.**^ If I had calmly beheld 
Satyaki on the point of being slain in great battle (and had not 
interfered for saving him), >sin would then, owing to Satyaki’s 
death, have been mine for such negligence I'** Why then dost 
tihju became angry with me fur my having protected Satyaki ? 
Thou rebiikest me, O king, saying . — Though engaged with 
another, I have yet been maimed by thee ! — In that matter, 
I answer, I judged wrongly. Sometimes shaking my armour, 
aoinebimes riding on my car, s'^meti.mes drawing the bowstring, 
I was fighting with my enemies in the midst of a host rcsem- 


♦ This is, as printed in the Bengal texts, a triplet. Bad Kshatri- 
iHyas, original — Vrdtyns. A Brahmana or a Kshatriya or a Vaigya be- 
coaicR a Vnityas when the usual scriptural rites are not performed in 
proper time in respect of his person, lie beeomes, wliat is called, a 
fallen persoji. — T. 

r Verse^SO is incomplete. I supply the words,— ‘'Why then .should I 
not protect” in order to make the meaning intelligible, 'i’lie tirpt line 
of 21 is grammatically connected with 20. To avr>i<l ati ugly coiiPtiue- 
tioii I render it separately. — T. 



436 MAHABHABATA. [J aT^APRATHA. 

bling the vasty deep, teeming with cars and elephants and 
abounding with steeds and foot-soldiers and echoing with fierce 
leonine shouts. Amongst friends and foes engaged with one 
ai^other, how could it be possible that the Satwata warrior was 
engaged with only one person in battle ? Having fought with 
many, and vanquished many mighty car-warriors,*^"^* Satyaki 
had been tired. His animals also had been tired. He himself, 
afflicted with weapons, had become cheerless. . Having, under 
such circumstances, vanquished the mighty car- warrior Satya- 
ki,*® and brought him under thy control, thou soughtest to 
display thy superi )rity ! Thou hadst desired to cut off, with thy 
sw )rd, the head of Satyaki in battle I could not possibly 
behold with indifference Satyaki reduced to that strait Thou 
shouldst rather rebuke thy own self since thou didst not take 
care of thyself (when seeking to injure another) ! Indeed, O 
hero, h )w wouldst thou have behaved towards one who is thy 
dependant ?* — ** 

* Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus addressed ( by Arjuna ), the 
mighty-armed and illustri:)us Bhuri9ravas bearing the device 
of the sacrificial stake on his banner, abandoning Yuyudhana, 
desired to die according to the vow of Prdya.'f^^ Distinguished 
by many righteous deeds, he spread with his left hand a bed 
of arrows, and desirous of proceeding to the region of Brah- 
man, committed his senses to the care of the deities presiding 
over them,** Fixing his gaze on the Sun, and setting his 
cleansed heart on the Moon, and thinking of (the manira$ in) 
the great JJpanishad, Bhuri^ravas, betaking himself to Yorja, 
ceased to speak.*^ Then all the persons in the entire army 
begin to speak ill of Krishna and Dhananjaya and applaud 
Bhuri^ravawS, that bull among men.** Though censured, the 
two Krishnas, however, spoke not a word disagreeable (to the 
dying hero). The stake-bavinercd Bhuri^ravas also, though 
thus app\auded, felt no joy,** Then Pilndu’s son Dhananjaya, 


* Literally, “who could witness with iiidifTerence Satyaki reduced to 
that plight 

t Ganerally, to die, abstaining from all food. It is a method of free* 
iug the soul from the body by Yoga, — T. 
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called also Phalguna, incapable of bearing thy sons speaking in 
that strain as also of putting up with their words and the 
w>rds of Bhurigravas, O Bfiarata, in grief and without an 
angry heart, and as if for reminding them all, said these 
wofds,*^^*® — -All the kings are acpiainted with this my great 
vow, viz.y that no one shall succeed in slaying anybody that 
belongs to our side, as long as the latter is within the range 
of my shafts 1*® Remembering this, O stal^e-bannered one, it 
behoveth thee not to censure me ! Without knowing what is 
morality, it is not proper for one to censure others/® That I 
h ive cut off thy arm while thou, well-armed in battle, wort 
on the point of slaying (the unarmed) Satyaki, is not at all 
contrary to morality !** But what righteous man is there, O 
sire, that would applaud the slaughter of Abhimanyu, a mere 
child, without arms, deprived of car, and his armour fallen 
off — Thus addressed by Partha, Bhuric;ravas touched the 
ground with his head and offered with his left arm the right one 
(that had been lopped off)/® The stake-bannered Bhuri 9 ravas, 
O king, of dazzling effulgence, having heard those words of 
Partha, remained silent, with his head hanging down/^ Then 
Arjiina said, — O eldest brother of Gala, equal to what I bear 
to king Yudhishthira the just, or Bhima, that foremost of all 
mighty persons, or Nakula, or Sahadeva, is the love I bear to 
thee !** Coinmaudod by me as also by the illustrious Krishna, 
repair thou to the regions of the righteous, even where Givi 
the son of U^inara is ! — 

“ ‘Vasudeva also said, — Thou hast constantly performed 
sacrifices and Agnihotras ! Go thou then, without delay, into 
those pure regions of mine that incessantly bfaze forth with 
splendour and that are desired by the foremost of deities with 
Brahman as their head, and becoming equal to myself, be thou 
borne on the back of Garuda ! — 

‘‘Sanjaya continued,— ‘Set free by Somadatta's son, the 
grandson of Gini, rising up, drew his sword and desired to cut 
off the* head of the high-souled Bhuri^ravas/® Indeed, Satya- 
ki desired to slay the sinless Bhuri(;ravas, the eldest brother of 
Gala, that giver of profuse presents in sacrifices, who was stay- 
ing with his senses withdrawn from battle, who had already 
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been almost slain by the son of Pandu,^® who was sitting with 
his arm lopped off, and who resembled on that account a trunk- 
less elephant. All the warriors loudly censured him (for his 
intention). But deprived of reason/® and forbidden by Krishna 
and the high-souled Partha, and Bhima, and the two protectors 
of the two wheels (of Arjuna’s car, Yudharnanyu and 
XJttamaujas), and A^watthaman, and Kripa,*^ and Kama, and 
Vrishasena, and the ruler of the Sindhus also, and while the 
soldiers were yet uttering shouts of disapproval, Satyaki slew 
Bhuricjravas while in the observance of his vow/* Indeed, 
Satyaki, with his sword, cut off the head of the Kuru warrior 
who had been deprived of his arm by Pilrtha and who was then 
sitting in Pray a for freeing his soul from the body/® The war- 
riors did not applaud Satyaki for that act of his in slaying that 
porpetuator of Kuru s race who had before been almost slain by 
Partha.®^ The Siddkas, the CkdranaSy and the men, there 
prosont, as also the gods, beholding the Cakra-like Bhuri^ravas 
slain in that battle though sitting in the observance of the 
Pr tya vow, began to applaud him, amazed at the acts accom- 
plished by him. Thy soldiers also argued the matter, saying/®'®^ 
— It is no fault of the Vrishni hero. That which was pre-ordain- 
ed has happened. Therefore, we should not give way to wrath. 
Wrath is the cause of men s sorrow.®^ It was ordained that Bhiiri- 
(javas would be slain by the Vrishni hero. There is no nsc of 
judging of its propriety or otherwise. The Creator had ordained 
Satyaki to be the cause of Bhuri^ravas s death in battle !®® — 

“ ‘Satyaki said, — Ye sinful Kaiiravas, wearing the outward 
garments of righteousness, ye tell me, in words of virtue, that 
Bhuri9ravas should not be slain !®® Where, however, did this 
righteousness of yours go when ye slew in battle that child, 
viz,, the son of Subhadra, while destitute of arms I had, 
in a certain fit of haughtiness vowed that he who would, throw- 
ing me down alive in battle, strike mo with his foot in rage/* 
he would be slain by me even though that foe should adopt the 
vow of a^peticism ! Struggling in the encounter, with my 
arms and eyes whole and sound,*® ye had yet regarded me as 
dead ! This was an act of folly on your part ! Ye bulls among 
the Kurus, the slaughter of Bhuri^ravas, accomplished by mo, 
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hath beea very proper !®* Partha, however, by cutting off 
this one's arm with sword in grasp for fulfilling, from his 
a!ro3tion for me, his own vow (about protecting all on his side)* 
hath simply robbed me of glory !•* That which is ordained 
must happen. It is destiny that works! Bhuri^ravas hath 
been slain in press of battle 1 What sin have I perpetrated ?®* 
In days of yore Valmiki sang this verse on ^ Earth, viz.^—Thov* 
aayest, 0 ape, that loomm ahoidd rtot he slain /®® In all 
ages, however, men should always, with resolute care, accom- 
plish that which gives pain to enemies ! — 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘After Satyaki had said these words, 
none amongst the Pandavas and the Kauravas, O king, said 
anything. On the other hand, they mentally applauded Bhuri- 
9 ravas.** No one there applauded the slaughter of Somadatta's 
illustrious son who resembled an ascetic living in the woods 
or one sanctified with mantras in a great sacrifice, and who had 
given away thousands of golden coins.®® The head of that hero, 
graced with beautiful blue locks and eyes red as those of pigeons, 
looked like the head of a horse cut off in a horse-sacrifice and 
placed on the sacrificial altar.*’® Sanctified by his prowess 
and the death he obtained at the edge of the weapon, the boon* 
giving Bhuri^ravas, worthy of every boon, casting off his 
b)dy in great battle, repaired to regions on high, filling the 
welkin with his high virtues.' 


Section CXLIV. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Unvanquished by Drona and Radha's 
son and Vikarna and Kritavarman, how could the heroic Satya- 
ki, never before checked in battle, having after his promise to 
Yudhishthira crossed the ocean of the Kaurava troops, be 
humiliated by the Kuril warrior Bhurirjravas and forcibly 
thrown down on the ground ?'*** 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Hear, O king, about the origin, in past 
times, of Cini's grandson, and of how Bhuri^ravas also came 
to be descended. This will explain thy doubts.® Atri had for 


* Literally, “near the place assigned for the sacrificial butter/’ — T. 
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SDn Soma, Soma’s son was isalled Vudha. Yudha had oiie 
son> of the splendour of the great Indra, called Pururav'as.^ 
Pururavas had a son called Ayush. Ayush had for son Nahu^ 
sha, Nahusha had for his son Yayati who was a royal 
sage iqual to a celestial.* Yayati had by Derayhni Yadtt 
for his eldest son. Yadu's race was born a son , of the 
name of Devamida.* Devamida of Yadu’s race had a son 
named Cura applauded i\i the three worlds, Cura had for his 
son that foremost of men, visf., the celebrated Vasudeva.^ 
Foremost in bowmanship, Cura was equal to Kartavifyya in 
battle. In Cara’s race and equal unto Cura in energy was 
born Cini, O king 1* About this time, O king, happened the 
self-choice of the high-souled Devaka's daughter, in which" all 
the Kshatriyas were present* In that self-choice, Cini, van- 
quishing all the kings, quickly took up on his car the princess 
Devaki for the sake of Vasudeva.‘* Beholding the princess 
Devaki on Cini’s car, that bull among men, viz., *the brave 
Somadatta of mighty energy could not brook the sight." A 
battle, O king, ensued between the two which lasted for half 
a day and was beautiful and wonderful to behold. The battle 
that took place between those two mighty men was a wrestling 
encounter. That bull among men," viz., Somadatta, was 
forcibly thrown down on the Earth by Cini, Uplifting his 
sword and seizing him by the hair, Cini struck his foe with 
his foot," in the midst of many thousands of kings who stood 
as spectators all around. At last from compassion he let him 
off, saying, — Live !" — Reduced to that plight by Cini, Somadatta, 
O sird, under the influence of wrath, began to pay his adora- 
tions to Mahadeva for inclining him to grace." That great 
lord of all boon-giving deities, viz., Mahadeva, became gratified 
with him and asked him to solicit the boon he desired. The . 
royal Somadatta then solicited the following boon, ms;.," — I 
desire a son, O divine lord, who will strike Cini’s son in the 
midst of thousands of kings and who will in battle strike him 
with hid foot !" — Hearing these words, O king, of Samadatta, 
the god saying, — So be it — disappeared then and there." It 
was in consequence of the gift of that boon that Somadatta 
^abs^quently obtain‘td the highly charitable Bhuri^ravas for 
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aind it was for this, Somadatta’s son threw down Cini's 
descendant in battle/* and struck him, before the eyes of the 
whole army, with his foot I have now told thee, O king, what 
thou hadst asked me/® Indeed, the Satwata hero is incapablp 
of being vanquished in battle by even foremost of men. ' The 
Vrishni heroes are all of sure aim in battle^ and ar© conversant 
w^th all modes of warfare/* They are vanq^iishers of the very 
gods, the DdnavaSy and the Gandhahvas. They arc never 
confounded. They always fight, relying upon their own energy. 
They are never dependent on others.** None, O lord, are seen 
in this world to be equal to the Vrishnis ! None, O bull of 
Bharata’s race, have been, are, or will be, equal in might to 
the Yrishnis.** . They never show disrespect to their kinsmen. 
They are always obedient to the commands of those that are 
rsvercnd in years. The very gods and A suras and Gandharvas, 
the Yakshas, the Uragas, and the Rdkshasm cannot ** van- 
quish the Vrishni heroes, what need be said of men, therefore, 
in battle ? They never covet the possessions of Brahmanas or 
their preceptors or their kinsmen/* They never covet also the 
possessions of those that ever render them aid on any occasion 
of distress. Devoted to the Brahmanas and truthful in speech, 
they never display any pride although they are wealthy.** Even 
the strong the Vrishnis regard as weak and rescue them from 
distress Always devoted to the gods, the Vrishnis are self-res- 
trained, charitable, and free from pride,®^ It is for this that the 
prowess* of the Vrishnis is never baffled. A person may remove 
the mountains of Meru, or swim across the very ocean.** But 
no one can, O king, encountering the Vrishnis, prevail over 
them. I have now told thee everything about which thou hadst 
thy doubts, O lord ! All this, however, O king of the Kurus, 
that is happening, is due to thy evil policy, O best of men !’ ”** 

Section CXLV. 

*'Dhritarashtra said, — ‘After the Kuru warrior Bhuri5ravas 
had been slain under those circumstances, tell me, O Sanjaya, 
how proceeded the battle T* 


m 


Nilakantha explains chakram as pro^apaw.— T. 
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“Sanjaya said,— ‘After Bhuri^ravaa had proceeded to the 
other world, O Bharata, the mighty- armed Arjuna urged Vftsu- 
deva, saying,* — Urge the steeds, 0 Krishna, to greater speed 
for taking me to the spot where king Jayadratha is ! O sinless 
one, it behoveth thee to make my vow true !* O mighty-armed 
one, the Sun is quickly proceeding towards the Asia hills. O 
tiger among men, this great task should be achieved by me ! 
The ruler of the Sindhus is, again, protected by many mighty 
car- warriors among the Kuril army. Urge thou the steeds, 
therefore, O Krishna, in such a way that I may, by slaying 
Jayadratha before the Sun sets, make my vow true ! — Then the 
mighty-armed Krishna, conversant with horse-lore, urged those 
steeds of silvery hue towards the car of Jayadratha. Then, 
O king, many leaders of the Kuru army, such as Duryodhana 
and Kama and Vrishasena and the ruler of the Madras and 
A 9 wattharaan and Kripa and the ruler of the Sindhus himself, 
rushed with speed, O king, against Arjuna whose shafts were 
never baffled and who was proceeding on his car drawn by 
steeds of great fleetness. Vibhatsu, however, getting at the 
ruler of the Sindhus who was staying before him,**® and cast- 
ing his glances upon him, seemed to scorch him with his eyes 
blazing with wrath. Then king Duryodhana quickly addressed 
the son of Badha. Indeed, O monarch, thy son Suyodhana 
said unto Karria,^®““ — 0 son of Vikartana, that time of battle 
hath come at last ! O high-souled one, exhibit now thy 
might ! O Kama, act in such a way that Jayadratha may 
not be slain by Arjuna!^* O foremost of men, the day is 
about to expire. Strike now the foe with clouds of shafts ! 
If the day expire, O foremost of men, victory, O Kama, 
will certainly be ours !'* If the ruler of the Sindhus can be 
protected till the setting of the Sun, then Partha, his vow 
falsified, will enter the blazing fire.** O giver of honors, 
the brothers, then, of Arjuna, with all their followers, will 
net be ifble to live for even a moment in a world that is 
Restitute of Arjuna !** Upon the death of the sons of Fandu, 
the frhole of this Earth, 0 Kama, with her mountains and 
watei^ and forests, we will enjoy without a thorn in our side !‘* 
0 giver of honors, it seems that Partha, who without ascer- 
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taining what is practicable and what impracticable, made this 
vow in battle, was amicted,. by destiny itself, his judgment 
having taken a misdirected course Without doubt, 0 Kama, 
the diadem-decked son of Pandu must have made this vow 
about the slaughter of Jayadratha for his own destruction !** 
How, O son of Badha, when thou art alive, will Phalguna 
succeed in slaying the ruler of the Sindhus before the Sun goes 
to the Asta hills ?** How will Dhananjaya felay Jayadratha in 
battle when the latter is protected by the king of the Madras, 
and by the illustrious Kripa ?*• How will Vibhatsu, who it 
seems hath been urged on by Fate, get at the ruler of the 
Sindhus when the latter is protected by Drona s son, by myself, 
and by Dus<jasana Many are the heroes engaged in fight. 
The Sun is hanging low in the sky. Partha will not even get at 
Jayadratha in battle, O giver of honors !** Do thou, therefore, 
O Kama, with myself and other brave and mighty car-warriors, 
with Drona's son and the ruler of the Madras and Kripa,** 
fight with Partha in battle, exerting thyself with the great- 
est firmness and resolution ! — Thus addressed by thy son, O 
sire, the son of Radha*^ replied unto Duryodhana, that fore- 
most one among the Kurus, in these words : — Deeply hath 
my body been pierced in battle by the brave bowman Bhima- 
sena, capable of striking vigorously, with repeated showers of 
arrows ! O giver of honors, that I am yet present in battle is 
because that one like me should be present here !**'** Scorched 
with the powerful shafts of Bhimasena, every limb of mine is 
suffering tortures. I shall, however, for all that, fight to the 
best of my powers. My life itself is for thee I shall strive 
my best so that this foremost one of the sons of Pandu may 
not succeed in slaying the ruler of the Sindhus. As long as I 
shall fight, shooting my whetted shafts,** the heroic Dhanan- 
jaya capable of drawing the bow with even his left hand will 
not succeed in getting at the ruler of the l^indhus f All that 
a person bearing love and affection to thee and always solicitous 
of thy good may do,** shall be done by me, O thou of Kuru s 
race ! As regards victory, that depends on destiny 1 I shall 
in battle today exert myself to rhy utmost for the sake of the 
ruler of the Sindhus,®* and for achieving thy good, 0 king 1 
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Victory, however, is dependent on destiny ! Belying on tny 
manliness, I shall fight with Arjuna today*^ for thy sake, O 
tiger among men ! Victory, however, is dependent on destiny I 
O chief of the Kurus, let all the troops behold today the fierce 
battle, making the very hair to stand on end, that takes place 
between myself and Arjuna ! — While Kama and the Kuru 
king were thus talking to each other in battle, Arjuna 
began, with his keen arrows, to slaughter thy host. With his 
brotd-headed arrows of great sharpness, he began to cut off 
in that battle the arras, looking like spiked clubs or the trunks 
of elephants, of unreturning heroes. And the mighty-armed 
hero also cut off their heads with whetted shafts.*^*** And 
Vibhatsu also cut off the trunks of elephants and the necks of 
steeds and the Alcahaa of cars all around, as also blood-dyed 
horsemen armed with spears and lances, with razor-faced arrows, 
into two or three fragments. And steeds and foremost of ele- 
phants***®^ and standards and umbrellas and bows and yak- 
tails and heads fell fast on all sides. Consuming thy host like 
a blazing fire consuming a heap of dry grass,** Partha soon 
caused the Earth to be covered with blood. And the mighty 
and invincible Partha, of prowess incapable of being baffled, 
causing an immense slaughter in that army of thine, soon 
reached the ruler of the Sindhus, Protected by Bhimasena 
and by Satwata, Vibhatsu,*®*** O chief of the Bharatas, looked 
resplendent like a blazing fire. Beholding Phalguna in that 
state, the mighty bowmen of thy army, those bulls among 
men, endued with wealth of energy, could not brook him. 
Then Duryodhana and Kama and Vrishasena and the ruler of 
the Madras,***** and Acjwatthaman and Kripa and the ruler of 
the Sindhus himself, excited with wrath and fighting for the 
sake of the Sindhu king, encompassed the diadem-decked 
Arjuna on all sides.** All those warriors, skilled in battle, 
placing the ruler of the Sindhus at their back, and desirous of 
slaying Arjuna and Krishna, fearlessly surrounded Partha, that 
hero conversant with battle, who was then dancing along the 
track of his car, p^roducing fierce sounds with the bowstring 
and palms, and resembling the Destroyer himself with 
fc w|fa-opeu mouth.*f*** Tie Sun then had assumed red hue in 
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the sky. Desirous of his (speedy) settings the Kaurava war- 
riors, bending their bows witl^ arms resembling the (tapering) 
bodies of snakes,** sped their shafts in hundreds, towards PhaU 
guna, resembling the rays of the Sun. Cutting off all those 
shafts thus sped towards him, into two, three, or eight fragment^, 
the diadem-decked Arjuna, invincible in battle, pierced them all 
in that encounter. Then Aowatthaman, bearing on his banner 
the mark of the lion’s tail, displaying his ihight,*^“** began, 0 
king, to resist Arjuna. Indeed, the son of Caradwat’s daughter, 
piercing Partha with ten shafts and Vasudeva with seven,** 
stayed in the track of Arjuna’s car, protecting the ruler of 
the Sindhus. Then many foremost ones among the Kurus, 
great car- warriors all, encompassed Arjuna on all sides with a 
large throng of cars. Stretching their bows and shooting 
countless shafts,*®**^ they began to protect the ruler of the 
Sindhus, at the command of thy son. We then beheld the 
might of arms of the brave Partha,** as also the inexhaustible 
character of his shafts, and the power, too, of his bow Gan- 
diva. Baffling with his own weapons those of Drona’s son 
and Kripa,** he pierced every one of those warriors with nine 
shafts. Then Drona’s son ^ pierced him with five and twenty 
arrows, and Vrishasena with seven ;** and Duryodhana pierced 
him with twenty, and Kama and Calwa each with three. And 
all of them roared at him and continued to pierce him fre- 
quently.** And shaking their bows, they surrounded him on 
all sides. And soon they caused their cars to be drawn up in a 
serried line around Arjuna.** Desirous of the (speedy) setting 
of the Sun, those mighty car-warriors of the Kaurava army, 
endued with great activity, began to roar at Arjuna, and 
shaking their bows,*^ covered him with showers of keen arrows 
like clouds pouring rain on a mountain. Those brave war- 
riors, with arms resembling heavy club^, also displayed on 
that occasion, O king, on Dhananjaya’s body their celestial 
weapons. Having caused an immense slaughter in, thy army, 
the mighty,**"** and invincible Dhananjaya, of prowess incapable 
of being baffled, came upon the ruler of the Sindhus. Kama, 
however, O king, with his arrows, resisted him in that battle,*® 
in the very sight, 0 Bharata, of Bhimasena and Satwata. The 



446 MAHABHABATii. [JaTji0EATBA^ 

mighty-armed Partha, in the very sight of all the troops; 
pierced the Snta*8 son, in return* with ten arrows, on the field 
of battle. Then Satwata, O sire, pierced Kama with three 
arrows.*^"** And Bhimasena pierced him with three arrows, 
and Partha himself, once more, with seven. The mighty car- 
warrior Kama then pierced each of those three warriors with 
sixty arrows.®* And thus, O king, raged that battle between 
Kama alone (on one side) and the many (on the other). The 
prowess, O sire, that we then beheld of the Snta'a son was 
wonderful in the extreme,** since, excited with wrath in battle, 
he singly resisted those three great car-warriors. Then the 
mighty-armed Phalguna, in that battle, pierced Kama the son 
of Vikartana, in all his limbs, with a hundred arrows. All 
his limbs bathed in blood, the Suta'a son of great prowess***** 
and bravery pierced Phalguna in return with fifty arrows.. 
Beholding that lightness of hand displayed by him in battle, 
Arjuna brooked it not.*^ Cutting off his bow, that hero, viz.^ 
Dhananjaya the son of Pritha, quickly pierced Kama in thn 
centre of the chest with nine arrows. Then Dhananjaya, with 
great speed at a time when speed was necessary, shot in that 
battle a shaft of solar effulgence for the destruction of 
Kama.**"** Drona's son, however, with a crescent-shaped arrow, 
cut off that shaft as it coursed impetuously (towards Kama). 
Thus cut off by A 9 watthaman, that shaft fell down on the 
EartV" Endued with great prowess, . the Suta*a son then, 
taking up another bow, covered the son of Pandu with several 
thousands of arrows.*^* Partha, however, like the wind dis- 
persing a flight of locusts, dispelled with his own arrows that 
extraordinary shower of arrows issuing out of Kama’s bow.’® 
Then Arjuna, displaying his lightness of hands, covered Kama, 
in that battle, with his arrows, in the very sight of all the 
troops.’* Kama also, that slayer of hosts, desirous of counter- 
acting Arjuna’s feat, covered Arjuna with several thousands of 
arrows.’* Boaring at each other like two bulls, those lions 
among mfH, those mighty car-warriors, shrouded the welkin 
with clouds of straight shafts.’* Each rendered invisible by 
the ?b|bcr*8, arrowy showers, they continued to strike each other, 
they roared at each other and pierced each other witb 
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their wordy darts, sayinfr , — I am PSrtka^ wait / — or 1 am 
Karna, wait, 0 Phalg'nna /v -Indeed, those two heroes fought 
with each other beautifully, displaying great activity and 
And the sight they presented was such that all the 
warriors became witnesses of that battle. And applauded by 
Siddhas, Chdranas, and Pannagaa,^^ they fought with each 
other, O king, each desirous of slaying the other. Then Dur- 
yodhana, 0 king, addressing thy warrior^, said,^® — Carefully 
protect the son of Badha ! Without slaying Arjuna he would 
not abstain from battle ! Even this is what Vrisha told me !*®— 
Meanwhile, O monarch, beholding the prowess of Karna, 
Arjuna of white steeds, with four shafts shot from the bow- 
string drawn to the ear, despatched the four steeds of Kama 
to Yama’s domains. And he also felled, with a broad-headed 
arrow, Karna s charioteer from his niche in the car.®^“** And he 
covered Karna himself with clouds of shafts in the very sight 
of thy son. Thus shrouded with arrows, the steedless and 
driver less Kama,** stupefied by that arrowy shower, knew not 
what to do. Beholding him made earless, A 9 watthaman, O 
king, caused him to ride on his car, and continued to fight 
with Arjuna. Then the ruler of the Madras pierced the son of 
Kunti with thirty arrows.®*”®* Caradwat’s son pierced Vasu- 
deva with twenty arrows. And he struck Dhananjaya also 
with a dozen shafts.®® And the ruler of the Sindhus pierced 
Krishna and Partha each with four arrows, and Yrishasena 
also pierced each of them, O king, with seven arrows.®^ Kun- 
ti’s son Dhananjaya pierced all of them in return. Indeed, 
piercing Drona’s son with four and sixty shafts, and the ruler 
of the Madras with a hundred,®* and the Sindhu king with 
ten broad* beaded arrows, and Yrishasena with three arrows, and 
Caradwat’s son with twenty, Partha uttered a loud shout.®* 
Desirous of baffling the vow of Savyasachin, thy warriors, 
excited with wrath, quickly rushed at Dhananjaya from all 
sides.®® Then Arjuna, frightening the Dhartarashtras, invoked 
into existence the Ydrana weapon on all sides, ^he Kaura* 
vas, however, on their costly cars, pouring showers of arrows, 
advanced against the son of Pandu.®* But, O Bharata, in. 
course of that stupefying and fierce engagement fraught with 
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the greatest confusion, that •ptinoe, ins., Arjuna, decked with 
diadem and garland of gold, never lost his senses. On the other 
hand, he continued to pour showers of arrows.** Derirous of 
recovering the kingdom and recollecting all the wrongs he had 
suifered for twelve years in consequence of the Kurus, the high- 
souled and immeasurable Arjuna darkened all the points of the 
compass with shafts shot from Oandiva.’* The welkin seemed 
ablaze with metors. Innumerable crows, alighting ^bm the 
skies, perched on the bodies (of dead combatants), iteanwhile 
Arjuna continued to slay the foe with his Gandiva like Mah&- 
deva slaying the Asuraa with his Pin&ka equipt with tawny 
string.*’* Then the illustrious Kiritin, that subjugator of 
(hostile) ranks, dispersing the shafts of the foe by means of 
his own formidable bow, slaughtered with his arrows many 
foremost ones among the Kurus mounted on their foremost of 
steeds and elephants.** Then many kings, taking up heavy 
maces and clubs of iron and swords and darts and diverse 
other kinds of powerful weapons, and assuming terrible forms, 
rushed suddenly against Fartha in that battle.** Then Arjuna, 
bending with his arms his formidable bow Gandiva which re- 
sembled the bow of Indra himself and whose twang was as loud 
as the roar of the clouds congregrating at the end of the Yuga, 
and laughing the while, went on consuming thy troops and 
increasung the population of Yama’s kingdom.” Indeed, that 
hero caused those raging warriors with their cars and elephants 
and with the foot-soldiers and bowmen supporting them, to be 
deprived of their arms and lives and thus to swell the popular 
tion of Yama’s domains.’ ”** 


Section CXLVI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Hearing the twang, resembling the loud 
call of Death himself or the frightful peal of Indra’s thunder, 
of Dhananjaya’s bow while he stretched it,* that host of thine, 
O king, anxious with fear and exceedingly agitated, became 
like the waters of the sea with fishes and makaras within 


* The iibbnd line of 94 I render a little freely to make the senee 


pmSA. VXVLYX, 449 

ra^ed into mountain waves and lashed into fhry by the 
huiricana that arises at the end of the Yuga. Then Dhanan- 
^^ya the son of Pritha careered in battle in such a way that 
he was seen*”* at the same time to be present in all directions, 
displaying his wonderful weapons. Indeed, so light-handed 
was the son of Pandu that we could not mark when he took 
put his shafts, O king, when he fixed them on the bow-string, 
when he stretched the bow, and when he /et them cflT, Then 
the mighty-armed one, O king, excited with wrath, invoked 
into existence the invincible Aindra weapon, frightening all 
the Bharata.s. Hundreds and thousands of blazing shafts of 
fiery mouths, inspired by manirafs with the force of celestial 
weapons, flowed frr ^fc it. With those shafts resembling fire 
or the rays of the Sm, coursing with fierce impetuosity,^'^ the 
welkin became incapable of being gazed at as if filled with 
flashing meteors. Then that darkness which had been caused 
by the Kauravas with their arrows,^ which was incapable of be- 
ing dispersed even in imagination by others, the son of Pandu, 
careering around and displaying his prowess, destroyed by 
means of those shafts of his that were inspired by means cf 
mantma with the force of celestial weapons,^ like the Sun 
himself speedily dispersing at dawn of day the darkness of 
night by means of his rays. The puissant Arjuna, with those 
blazing shafts of his, sucked the lives of thy warriors^® like the 
summer Sun sucking with his hot rays the waters of tanks and 
lakes. Indeed, those showers of shafts endued with the force 
of celestial weapons, (sped by Arjuna)“ covered the hostile 
army like the rays of the Sun covering the Earth. Other 
arrows of fierce energ}’, sped (by Dhananjaya)/* quickly en- 
tered the hearts of (hostile) heroes like dear friends. Indeed, 
those brave warriors that came in .that battle before Arjuna,** 
all perished like insects approaching a blazing fire. Thus 
crushing the lives of his foes and their fame,^^ Partha careered 
in that battle like Death in an embodied form. Heads decked 
with diadems, massive arms adorned with .4 and ears 

with ear-rings, of his foes, Partha cut off with his shafts* 
The arms, with spears, of elephant-riders ; those, with lances, 
of horsemen*; those, with shields, of foot-soldiers ; those, w^tl? 
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bows, of car- warriors ; and those, with whips and goads, of 
charioteers ; the son of PUndu cut Indeed, Dhananjaya 

looked resplendent with his shafts of blazing points that seemed 
to constitute his rays, like a blazing fire with incessant sparks 
and rising flames.** The hostile kings, mustering all their re- 
solution, could not even gaze at Dhananjaya, that forefnost 
of all bearers of arms, that hero equal to the chief of the gods 
himself, that bull among men, seen at the same time in all 
directions on his car, scattering his mighty weapons, dancing 
in the track of his car, and producing deafening sounds with 
his bowstring and palms, and resembling the mid day Sun of 
scorching rays in the firmament.*^*** Bearing his shafts of 
blazing points, the diadem-decked Arjuna looked beautiful like 
a mighty mass of rain-charged clouds in the season of rains 
decked with a rain-bow.*“ When that prefect flood of mighty 
weapons was set in motion by Jishnu, many bulls among war- 
riors sank in that frightful and unfordable flood.*® Strewn with 
infuriate elephants whose trunks or tusks had befn cut off, with 
steeds deprived of hoofs or necks, with cars reduced to pieces, 
with warriors having their entrails drawn out and others with 
legs or other limbs cut off, with bodies lying in hundreds and 
thousands that were eithor perfectly still or moving uncon- 
sciously, we beheld the vast field on which Partha battled re- 
semble the coveted arena of Death, O king, enhancing the terrors 
of the timid, ****^ or like the sporting ground of Eudra when 
he destroyed creatures in days of old. Portions of the field, 
strewn with the trunks of elephants cut off with razor-headed 
arrows, looked as if strewn with snakes. Portions again, cover- 
ed with the cut-off heads of warriors, looked as if strewn with 
garlands of lotuses. Variegated with beautiful head-gears and 
crowns, with Keytt/ras and A^figadas and ear-rings, with coats 
of mail decked with gold, and with the trappings and other 
adornments of elephants and steeds, and scattered over with 
hundreds of diadems lying here and there, the Earth looked 
exceedingl]^ beautiful like a new bride. Dhananjaya then 
caused a fierce and terrible river, full of fearful objects and 
enhanciijg the feai*s of the timid, to flow resembling the 
'^Vaitarafii itaelfc marrow and fat <of men and animals) 
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formed its mire. Blood formed its current. Full of limbs and 
bones, it was fathomless in dbpth. The hair of creatures form- 
ed its moss and weeds. Heads and arms formed the stones on 
its shores. It was decked with standards and banners that varie- 
gated its aspect. Umbrellas and bows formed its waves. And it 
abounded with the bodies of huge elephants deprived of life. 
And it teemed with cars that formed hundreds of rafts floating 
on its surface. And the carcasses of countless steeds formed its 
banks. And it was difBcuIt to cross in consequence of wheels 
and yokes and shafts and Aleshas and Kuvaras of cars, and 
spears and swords and darts and battle-axes and shafts looking 
like snakes. And ravens and kanlcas formed its alligators. And 
jackal Is, forming its Makaras, made it terrible. And fierce vul- 
tures formed its sharks. And it became frightful in consequence 
of the howls of jackalls. And it abounded with capering ghosts 
and Pigdehas and thousands of other kinds of spirits. And on 
it floated countless bodies of warriors destitute of life. Behold- 
ing that prowess of Arjuna whose visage then resembled that of 
the Destroyer himself,*®*” a panic, such as had never occurred 
before, possessed the Kurus on the field of battle. The son of 
Pandu then, baffling with his weapons those of the hostile 
heroes,** and engaged in achieving fierce feats, gave all to un- 
derstand that he was a warrior of fierce feats. Then Arjuna 
transgressed all those foremost of car- warriors.^® Like the mid- 
day Sun of scorching rays in the firmament, no one amongst the 
creatures there could even look at him.'*‘ The shafts issuing 
out of the bow Gdndiva of that illustrious hero in that battle, 
seemed to us to resemble rows of cranes in the welkin.^* Baffling 
with his own the weapons of all those heroes, and showing by 
the terrible achievements in which he was engaged that he was a 
warrior of fierce feats, Arjuna,^ desirous of slaying Jayadratha, 
transgressed all those furemost of car-warriors, stupefying 
them all by means of his shafts Shooting his shafts on ail 
sides, Dhananjaya, having Krishna for his charioteer, presented 
a beautiful sight by careering with great speed on^ the field 
battle.” The shafts, in the welkin, by hundreds and th ou- 
sands, of that illustrious hero, seemed to course incessantly 
through the We never could notice when that mighty 
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b^wm'in took out his shafts, when, indeed, that son of Pander 
aimed them, and when he let them ofE*’^ Then, O king, 
filling all the points of the compass with his shafts and afflict^ 
ing all the car-warriors in battle, the son of Kunti proceeded 
towards Jayadratha,^* and pierced him with four and sixty 
straight arrows; Then the Kuni warriors, beholding the son 
of Pandu proceed towards Jayadratha,*® all abstained from 
battle. In fact, those heroes became hopeless of Jayadratha's 
life. Every one amongst thy warriors that rushed in that 
fierce battle against the son of Pandu,*® had his body deeply 
pierced, O lord, with a shaft of Arjuna. The mighty car- 
warrior Arjuna, that foremost of victorious persons, with his 
shafts blazing as fire, made thy army teem with headless 
trunks.* Indeed, O king, thus creating a perfect confusion in 
thy host consisting of four kinds of forces, the son of Kunti 
proceeded towards Jayadratha. And he pierced the son of 
Drona with fifty shafts and Vrishasena with three.*’-** And 
the son of Kunti mildly struck Kripa with nine arrows. And 
he struck Calya with sixteen arrows and Kama with two and 
thirty.** And piercing the ruler of the Sindhus then with 
four and sixty arrows, he uttered a leonine shout. The ruler of 
the Sindhus, however, thus pierced by the wielder of Gandiva 
with his arrows,** became filled with rage and unable to brook 
it like an elephant when pierced with the hook. Bearing the 
device of the boar on his banner, he quickly sped towards 
Phalgunas car many straight shafts equipt with vulturine 
feathers, resembling angry snakes of virulent poison, well po- 
lished by the hands of the smith, and shot from his bow drawn 
to the fullest stretch.**"*^ Then piercing Govinda with three 
shafts, he struck Arjuna with six. And then he pierced the 
steeds of Arjuna with eight arrcOws, and his standard also with 
one.** Then Arjuna, baffling the keen arrows sped by the ruler 
of the Sindhus, cut off, at the same time, with a pair of shafts, 
the head of Jay adratha’s driver and the well-deeked standard 


♦ A Kamndha is a headless trunk moving about as if endued with 
life. Tales iipld these headless beings drinking the blood of 
^victims faliiijg within ^eir grasp.— T. 
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alsb of Jayadratha. Its stay cut off and itself pierced and 
struck with arrows, that standard fell down like a flame of fire. 
Meanwhile the Sun was going down quick1y.*^®‘ Janarddana 
then quickly addressed the son of Panda and said, — Behold, O 
Partha, the ruler of the Sindhus hath, by six mighty and 
heroic car- warriors, been placed in their midst !*• Jayadratha 
also, O mighty-armed one, is waiting theije in fear ! Without 
vanquishing those six car- warriors in, battle, O bull among 
men thou wilt never be able to slay the ruler of the Sindhus 
even if thou exortest thyself without intermission ! I shall, 
therefore, have recourse to Yoga for shrouding the Sun 
Only the ruler of the Sindhus will (in consequence) behold the 
Sun to have set. Desirous of life, O lord, through joy that 
wicked wight will no longer, for his destruction, conceal himself. 
Availing of that opportunity, thou shouldst then, O best of 
the Kurus, strike him Thou shouldst not give up the 

enterprise, thinking the Sun to have really set ! — Hearing these 
words, Vibhatsu replied unto Ke 9 ava, saying, — Let it be so — 
Then Krishna, otherwise called Hari, possessed of ascetic 
powers, — that lord of all ascetics, — having recourse to Yoga^ 
created a darkness for shrouding the Sun.®® When Krishna 
created that darkness, thy warriors, O king, thinking the Sun 
to have set, were filled with delight at the prospect of Partha’s 
laying down his life,** Indeed, thy warriors, not seeing the 
Sun, were filled with gladness. All of them stood, with heads 
thrown backwards. King Jayadratha also was in the same 
attitude.’® And while the ruler of the Sindhus was thus be- 
holding the Sun, Krishna, once more addressing Dhananjaya, 
said these words — Behold, the heroic ruler of the Sindhus 
is now looking at the Sun, casting off his fear of thee, O 
foremost one among the Bharatas !’* This is the hour, O 
mighty-armed one, for the slaughter of that wicked-souled 
wretch ! Speedily cut off his head and make thy vow true !’® — 
Thus addressed by Ke^ava, the valiant son of Pandu began to 
slaughter thy host with his arrows resembling the ^un or the 
fire in splendour.’^ And he pierced Kripa with twenty arrows 
and Kama with fifty. And he struck Calya and Duryodhana 
each with six arrows.’* And he pierced Vri^hasena with eight 
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arrowiSi and the ruler of the Sindhua himself with sixty. And 
the mighty-armed son of PAndu, 6 king, deeply piercing with 
hia arrows the other warriors of thy host, rushed against Jaya- 
dratha. Beholding him in their presence like a swelling fire 
with its tongue of flame outstretched, the protectors of 
Jayadratha were sorely puzzled. Then all thy warriors, O king, 
desirous of victory,’* bathed the son of Indra in that battle 
with torrents of arrows. Shrouded with incessant showers of 
arrows, the son of Kunti,’® that mighty-armed and unvan- 
quished descendant of Kuril, became filled with rage. Then 
that tiger among men, viz,, the son of Indra, desirous of 
slaughtering thy host, created a thick net of arrows. Then 
those warriors of thine, O king, thus slaughtered in battle by 
that hero,*®'** abandoned the ruler of the Sindhus in fear and 
fled away. And they fled away in such a manner that no two 
persons could be seen flying together. The prowess that we 
then beheld of Kunti’s son was extremely wonderful,** Indeed, 
the like of what that illustrious warrior then did had never 
been nor will ever be. Like Riidra himself slaughtering crea- 
tures, Dhananjaya slaughtered elephants and elephant-riders, 
horses and horse-riders, and (car-warriors and) car-drivers. I 
did not in that battle, O king, see a single**'** elephant or 
steed or human warrior that was not struck with Partha s shafts. 
Their vision destroyed by dust and darkness, thy warriors** 
became perfectly cheerless and unable to distinguish one another. 
Urged on by fate, and with their vital limbs cut open and man- 
gled with shafts, thy soldiers,** began to wander or limp or fall 
down. And some amongst them, O Bharata, became paralysed 
and some became deadly pale. During that terrible carnage 
resembling the slaughter of creatures at the end of the Yuga,'^ 
in that deadly and fierce battle from which few could escape 
with life, the Earth became drenched with gore and the earthy 
dust that had arisen disappeared in consequence of the showers 
of blood that fell and the swift currents of wind that blew 
over the field. So deep was that rain of blood that the 
wheels of cars sank to their naves.*^’** Thousands of infuriate 
elephants endued #ith great speed, 0 king, of thy army, their 
riders slain ^i linibs mangled,** fled away, uttering cries of 
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pain and crushing friendly ranks with their tread. Steeds 
destitute of riders, and fooMoldiers also, O king,** fled away, 
O monarch, from fear, struck with the shafts of Dhananjaya. 
Indeed, thy soldiers, with dishevelled hair and deprived of 
their coats of mail, with blood streaming out of their woun.ds, 
fled away in terror, leaving the field of battle. And some, 
deprived of the power of motion as if their lower limbs had 
been seized by alligators, remained on' the field.®*"’* And 
others concealed themselves behind and under the bodies of 
slain elephants. Routing thy host thus, O king, Dhananjaya** 
began to strike with terrible shafts the protectors of the ruler 
of the Sindhus. The son of Pandu shrouded with his arrowy 
showers Kama and Drona’s son and Klripa and Calya and 
Vrishasena and Duryodhana. So quick was he in the use cf wea- 
pons that no one could mark when Arjuna took out his arrows, 
when he fixed them on the bowstring, when he stretched the 
bow and let them off. Indeed, while striking the foe, his bow 
was seen incessantly drawn to a circle.*®"®* His arrows also 
were seen incessantly issuing out of his bow and scattered in 
all directions. Then cutting off Kama s bow as also Vrisha- 
sena’s,*® Arjuna felled Galya’s driver from his niche in the car, 
with a broad* headed arrow. With many arrows that foremost of 
victors, viz.y Dhananjaya, then deeply pierced in that battle 
Kripa and A<jwatthaman, related as uncle and nephew to each 
other. Sorely afflicting those mighty car- warriors of thy army 
thus,®*"^®® the son of Pandu took up a terrible arrow of fiery 
splendour. Looking like the thunderbolt of Indra, and inspired 
with divine mantras , that formidable arrow was capable 
of bearing any strain. And it had been always worshipped 
with perfumes and garlands of flowers. Duly inspiring it (by 
mantras) with the force of the thunderbolt, that descendant 
of Kuril viz., the mighty armed Arjuna, fixed it on Gdn- 
diva. When that arrow of fiery effulgence was fixed on the 
bowstring,®®* loud shouts, O king, were heard in the welkin. 
Then Janarddana, once more addressing Arjuna, qmckly said,®®* 
—0 Dhananjaya, quickly cut off the head of the wicked-souled 
iruler of the Sindhus ! The Sun is about to get at the moun- 
tains of Z*®' Listen, however, to the words 1 say about 



MAHABHAIULTA* [jATAX>mTfA- 

the slaughter of Jayadratha ! The father of Jayadratha is 
Vriddhakshatra known over all the world/** It was after a 
long time that he got Jayadratha, that slayer of foes, for his 
son*. (At the birth of the son) an incorporeal and invisible 
voice, deep as that of the clouds or the drum, said unto king 
Vriddhakshatra, — [This thy son, 0 lord, amongst men in this 
world will become worthy of the two races (viz., the Solar and 
the Lunar) in respect of blood, behaviour, self-restraint and 
the other attributes I He will become one of the foremost of 
Kshatriyas, and will always be worshipped by heroes !*°^*** 
But while struggling in battle, some bull among the Kshatriyas, 
some conspicuous person in the world, excited with wrath, will 
cut off this one’s head — That chastiser of foes, viz., the 

(old) ruler of the Sindhus, hearing these words, reflected for 
sometime. Overwhelmed with affection for his son, he sum- 
mmcd all his kinsmen and told them,'** — [That man who will 
cause the head of my son to fall on the Earth while the 
latter, struggling in battle, will be bearing a great burthen,*'* 
I say that the head of that man will certainly crack into a 
hundred pieces !] — Having spoken these words and installed 
Jayadratha on the throne,'** Vriddhakshatra, repairing to the 
woods, devoted himself to ascetic austerities. Endued with 
great energy, he is still engaged in the observance of the 
austerest of penances*'* outside this very Sammitapanchaka, 
O ape-bannered one ! Therefore, cutting off Jayadratha’s head 
in this dreadful battle, thou,"* O slayer of foes, shouldst, O 
Bharata, by thy fierce celestial weapon of wonderful feats, 
quickly throw that head decked with car-rings upon the lap 
of Vriddhakshatra himself, O younger brother of the son of 
the Wind god! If thou fellest Jayadratha’s head on the 
Earth, thy own head then, without doubt, will crack into 
a hundred fragments ! Aided by thy celestial weapon, do the 
deed in such a way that that lord of Earth, viz., the old Sindhu 
king, may not know that it is done ! Truly, O Arjuna, there 
is nothing m the three worlds which thou canst not achieve or 
do, 0 son of Va^va! — Hearing these words (of Krishna), 
Dhananjaya, lickiifg the corners of his mouth, '****• quickly 
-^sped that l^qw ^hich he had taken up for Jayadratha*s 
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slaughtor, that arrow, viz., whose touch resembled that of 
Indra’s thunder, which was inspired with manirm and convert- 
ed into a celestial weapon, which was capable of bearing, any 
strain, and which had always been worshipped with perfumes 
and garlands. That shaft, sped from Gandiva, coursing swift- 
ly, snatched Jayadratha s head away like a hawk snatching 
away a smaller bird from the top of a trep. Dhananjaya then, 
with his shafts, sped that head along^ in the welkin (without 
allowing it to fall down)/***’^® For grieving his foes and 
gladdening his friends, the son of Panda, by shooting his 
shafts repeatedly at it,*** sped that head outside the limits of 
Samantapanchaka, Meanwhile king Vriddhakshatra,*®* the 
father of thy son-in-law, endued with great energy, was, O 
sire, engaged in his evening prayers. Decked with black locks 
and adorned with ear-rings, that head of Jayadratha was 
thrown upon Vriddhakshatra s laj) as the latter was saying 
his prayers in a sitting posture. Thus thrown on his lap, 
that head decked with ear-rings, O chastiser of foes, was not 
seen by king Vriddhakshatra. As the latter, however, stood up 
after finishing his prayers, it suddenly fell down on the Earth. 
And as the head of Jayadratha fell down on the Earth, the 
head of old Vriddhakshatra, O chastiser of foes, cracked into a 
hundred pieces. At sight of this, all creatures were filled with 
wonder,**®"^® And all of them applauded Vasudeva and the 
mighty Vibhatsu. 

'After, O king, the ruler of the Sindhus had been slain 
by the diadem decked Arjuna,*®* that darkness, O bull of 
Bharata's race, was withdrawn by Vasudeva. Thy sons with 
their followers, O king, thus came to know subsequently that 
the darkness they had seen had all been an illusion produced 
by Vasudeva. Even thus, O king, was thy son-in-law, the 
Tuler of the Sindhus, having caused eight Akshatthinis to be 
slaughtered, himself slain by Partha of inconceivable energy ! 
Beholding Jayadratha, the ruler of the Sindhus, slain,***"** 
tears of sorrow fell from the eyes of thy sons. Affer Jayadra- 
tha, 0 king, had been slain by Partha, Ke 5 ava*** blew his 
conch and that scorcher of foes, viz., the mighty-armed Arjuna 
also blew his. Bhimasena also, in that latt’e, cs if for sending 
58 
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a message to Yudhislithira/** filled the welkin with a tremen- 
dous leonine shout. Yudhishthira the son of Dharma, hearing 
that tremendous shout/*^ understood that the ruler of the 
Sindhus had been slain by the high-souled Phalguna. With 
sodnds of drums and other instruments he gladdened the 
warriors of his own army/®* and proceeded against the son 6f 
Bharadvvaja from desire of battle. Then commenced, O king, 
after the Sun had set, a fierce battle between Drona and the 
Somakas, that made the very hair to stand on end. Desirous 
of slaying him, those mighty car-warriors, after the fall of 
Jayadratha, fought with the son of Bharadwaja, exerting 
themselves to their utmost. Indeed, the Pandavas, having got 
the victory by slaying the ruler of the Sindhus, fought 
with Drona, intoxicated with success. Arjuna also, O king, 
having slain king Jayadratha, fought with many mighty car- 
warriors of thy arrny.^** Indeed, that hero decked with diadem 
and garlands, having accomplished his former vow, began to 
destroy his foes like the chief of the celestials destroying the 
Ddnavas or the Sun destroying the darkness.’ 


Section CXLVII. 

'‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Tell me, O Sanjaya, what did my 
warriors do, after the heroic ruler of the Sindhus had been slain 
by Arjuna !’* 

^ Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding the ruler of the Sindhus, 0 sire, 
slain in battle by Partha, Kripa the son of Caradwat, under the 
influence of wrath,® covered the son of Pandu with a dense 
shower of arrows. Drona’s son also, on his car, rushed against 
Phalguna the son of Pritha,* Those two foremost of car-war- 
riors began from their cars to shower, from opposite directions, 
upon the son of Pandu their keen arrows,* That foremost of 
car-warriors, viz.t the mighty-armed Arjuna, afflicted by those 
arrowy showers (of Kripa and Drona’s son) felt great paim* 
Without desiring, however, to slay his preceptor (Kripa) as 
also the son of (his other preceptor) Drona, Dhananjaya the 
son of Eunti bega^ to act like a preceptor in arms.® Baffling 
with his olm weaik>ns those of both A9watthaman and Kripa, 
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he sped at them, without desiring to slay them, shafts that 
coursed mildly.^ Those shafts, however, (though mildly) sped 
by Jaya, struck the two with great force, and in consequence 
of their number, caused great pain to Kripa and his nephew.* 
Then Caradwat’s son, O king, thus afflicted with the arrowy of 
Arjuna, lost all strength and swooned away on the terrace of 
his car.® Understanding his master afflicted with shafts to be 
deprived of his senses, and believing him to be dead, the driver 
of Kripa's car bore Kripa away from* the fight.*® And after 
Kripa the son of Caradwat had thus been borne away from the 
battle, A9atthaman also, from fear, fled away from the son of 
Panda.** Then the mighty bowman Partha, beholding the son 
of Caradwat afflicted with shafts and in a swoon, began to 
indulge, on his car, in piteous lamentations.** With a tearful 
face and in great dejection of heart, he uttered these words : — 
Beholding all this (in his mental vision), Vidura of great wis- 
dom had, on the birth of the wretched Suyodhana, that exter- 
minator of his race, said unto Dhritarashtra, — [Let this wretch 
of his race be soon killed.*®"** Owing to him, a great calamity 
will overtake the foremost ones of Kuru's race !] — Alas, these 
words of the truth-telling Vidura have come to be true !*® 
It is for him that I behold my preceptor today lying on a bed 
of arrows 1 Fie on the practices of a Kshatriya ! Fie on my 
might and prowess !*® Who else like me would fight with a 
Brahmana that is, besides, his preceptor ? Kripa is the son of 
a Rinhi ; he is, again, my preceptor ; he is also the dear friend 
of Drona I*’^ Alas, he lieth stretched on the terrace of his car, 
afflicted with my arrows I Though not wishing it, I have still 
been the means of crushing him with my shafts !** Lying 
senseless on the terrace of his car, he painetb my heart ex- 
ceedingly ! Even though he afflicted with shafts I should 
still have only looked at that warrior of dazzling splendour 
(without striking him in return)!*® Siruck with numerous 
shafts of mine, he hath gone the way of all creatures I By 
that he hath pained me more than even the slaughter of my 
own son 1*® Behold, O Krishna, to what plight he hath been 
reduced, thus lying miserably and in a senseless state on his 
own carl Those bulls among men that give desirable objects 



460 


ttAHAMiJUTA. 


[jAr4mAv»4. 


tin to their preceptors after obtaining knowledge from them, 
attain to godhead ! Those lowest of mortals, on the other 
hand, who, after obtaining knowledge from their preceptors, 
strike the latter, those wicked men, go to hell ! Without doubt, 
this act that I have done will lead m© to hell !** I have deeply 
pierced iny preceptor on his car with showers of arrows ! While 
studying the science of arms at his feet, Kripa told me in 
those days,** — [Do not, O thou of Kuril's race, ever strike 
thy preceptor !] — That command of my righteous and high* 
souled preceptor** I have not obeyed, for I have struck the 
very Kripa with my shafts ! I bow to that worshipful son of 
Gotama, to that unretreating hero !** Fie on me, O thou of 
Vrishni s race, since I have struck even him ! — While Savya- 
Sachin was thus lamenting for Kripa, the son of Radha> 
beholding the ruler of the Sindhus slain, rushed towards him. 
Seeing the son of Radha thus rushing towards the car of 
Arjiina,** the two Paiichala princes and Statyaki suddenly rush* 
ed towards him. The mighty car- warrior Partha, beholding 
tho son of Radha advance,** smilingly addressed the son of 
Dovaki and said, — Yonder cometh the son of Adhiratha against 
the car of Satyaki Without doubt, be is unable to bear 
the slaughter of Bhuri 9 ravas in battle ! Urge my steeds, O 
Janarddina, towards the spot whither Kama cometh Let 
not Vrisha (Kama) cause the Satwata hero to follow in the 
wake of Bhuri^ravas ! — Thus addressed by Savyasachin, the 
mighty-armed Ke 9 ava** endued with great energy replied in 
these opportune words : — The mighty-armed Sa4;yaki is singly 
a match for Kama, O son of Pandu !** How much superior 
then will this bull among the Satwatas be when he is united 
with two sons of Drupada ! For the present, O Partha, it is 
not proper for thee to battle with Kama !** The latter hath 
‘with him the blazing dart, like a fierce meteor, that Vasava 
gave him ! O siayer of hostile heroes, he hath kept it for 
thy sake, worshipping it with reverence !** Let Kama then 
freely proceed against the Satwata hero ! I know^ 0 eon of 
Kunti, t|^ wicked wight's hour, when, indeed, thou wilt^ 
with ke^ shafts, throw him down from his carl** — ' 

'^Bihritar.^htra said,^^^ O Sanjaya, . how the battle 
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took place between the heroic Kama and Satyaki of the Vrish* 
ni race, after the fall of Bhuriejravas and the Tuler of the 
Sindhus ! Satyaki had been made earless* Upon what car 
then was he mounted ? And how also did the two protectors of 
the wheels (of Arjuna's car), viz., the two Panchala prineps, 
fight 

‘ Sanjaya said, — ‘I will describe to thee all that happened 
in that dreadful battle. Listen patiently to (the consequences 
of) thy own evil conduct Before even the encounter, Krish- 
na knew it in his heart that the heroic Satyaki would be 
vanquished by the stake-bannered (Bhurigravas) Janard- 
dina, O king, knoweth both the past and the future. For 
this, summoning his charioteer Daruka, he had commanded 
him, saying,^* — Let my car be equipt tomorrow ! — Even this 
had been the command of that mighty one. Neither the gods, 
nor the Oandharvas, nor the Yakahae, nor the Uragas, nor 
the Rllcshasas,^^ nor human beings, are capable of conquering 
the two Krishnas ! The gods with the Grandsire at their head, 
as also the Siddhas, know^* the incomparable prowess of those 
two. Listen, however, now to the battle as it happened. Be- 
holding Satyaki earless and Kama ready for battle,^* Madhava 
blew his conch of loud blare in the Rishahha note.* Daruka^ 
hearing the blare of (Ke^ava’s) conch, understood the mean- 
ing,** and soon took that car, equipt with a lofty standard of 
gold, to where Kegava was. With Ke^ava's permission, upon 
that car guided by Daruka,** and which resembled the blazing 
fire or the Sun in effulgence, ascended the grandson of Cini. 
Ascending upon that car which resembled a celestial vehicle 
and unto which were yoked those foremost of steeds, capable 
of going everywhere at will, viz., Caivya and Sugriva and 
Moghapushha Valahaka, and which were adorned with trapp- 
ings of gold Satyaki rushed against the son of Badha, 
scatt3ring countless shafts. The two prbtectors of (Arjuna’s) 
car* wheels, viz., Yudhamanyu and Uttamaujas,*® abandoning 
Dhananjaya’s car, proceeded against the son of R^ha. Ra- 
dhas son also, O king, shooting showers of shafts, *• angrily 


♦ The second of the sercTi notes of the Hindu Gamut. — T. 
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rash3d, iii that battle, against the invincible grandson of Cini. 
The battle th\t took place between them was s.uch that its lik^ 
had never been heard to have taken place on Earth or in heaven 
between gods, Oandharvas^ Aswras, Uragas, or Rdkshasas. 
T^e entire host, consisting of cars, steeds, men, and elephants, 
abstained from the fight, beholding, O monarch, the stun- 
ning feats of the two warriors. All became silent spectators of 
that superhuman battle** between those two human heroes, 
O king, and of the skill of Daruka in guiding the car. Indeed, 
beholding the skill of the charioteer Daruka standing on the 
car, as he guided the vehicle forwards, backwards, sidelong, now 
wheeling in circles and now stopping outright, all were amazed. 
The gods, the Gandharvas, and the Ddnavaa, in the welkin ,*^~** 
intently watched that battle between Kama and the grandson 
of Cini. Both of them endued with great might, each chal- 
lenging the other, those two warriors put forth their prowess 
for the sake of their friends.** Kama who looked like a celes- 
tial, and Yuyudhana, O king, rained upon each other showers 
of shafts.*^ Indeed, Kama grinded the grandson of Cini with 
his arrowy downpours, unable to put up with the slaughter (by 
Satyaki) of the Kuril hero Jalasandha.** Filled with grief and 
sighing like a mighty snake, Kama, casting angry glances on 
the grandson of Cini in that battle and as if burning him there- 
with,** rushed at him furiously again and again, O chastiser of 
foes ! Beholding him filled with rage, Satyaki pierced him in 
return,*® shooting dense showers of arrows, like an elejjhant 
piercing (with his tusks) a rival elephant. Those two tigers 
among men, endued with the activity of tigers®* and possessed 
of incomparable prowess, mangled each other furiously in that 
battle. The grandson of Cini then, with shafts made entirely 
of iron, repeatedly pierced Kama, that chastiser of foes, in all 
his limbs. And he also felled, with a broad-headed arrow, the 
charioteer of Kama from his niche in the car.**"** And with 
his keen shafts he also slew the four steeds, white in hue, of 
AdhirathaVson. And then cutting into a hundred fragments 
the standard of Kama with a hundred arrows, that bull among 
men** maAe Kama earless in the very sight of thy son. Then 
all thy Ivarriors, 0 king, became cheerless.** Then Vrishasena 
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the son of Kama, and Calya the ruler of the Madras, and 
Drona's son, encompassed th% grandson of Cini from all sides.*® 
Then a confusion set in, such that nothing could be seen. In- 
deed, when the heroic Kama was made earless by Satyaki,*^ 
cries of Oh and Alas arose, among all the troops. Kama also, 
O king, pierced by Satwata with his arrows and exceedingly 
weakened,** ascended the car of Duryodhana, sighing deeply, 
remembering his friendship for thy son from his childhood** 
and having striven to realise the promise he had made about 
the bestowal of sovereignty on Duryodhana. After Kama had 
been made earless, thy brave sons headed by Dus9asana, O king, 
were not slain by the self-restrained Satyaki because the latter 
wished not to falsify the vow made by Bhimasena. Desirous 
also of not falsifying the vow formerly made by Partha (about 
the slaughter of Karna),’®**^* Satyaki simply made those war- 
riors earless and weakened them exceedingly but did not deprive 
them of life. Indeed, it is Bhima that hath vowed the slaugh- 
ter of thy sons,^* and it is Partha that, at the time of the 
second match at dice, vowed the slaughter of Kama. Al- 
though all those warriors headed by Kama made strong efforts 
for slaying Satyaki,’* yet those foremost of car-warriors failed 
to slay him. Drona s son and Kritavarman and other mighty 
car- warriors,’* as also hundreds of foremost Kshatriyas were 
all vanquished by Satyaki with only one bow. That hero 
fought, desirous of benefiting king Yudhishthira the just, and 
of attaining to heaven.’* Indeed, Satyaki, that crusher of 
foes, is equal to either of the two Krishnas in energy. Smiling 
the while, he vanquished all thy troops,’* O best of men ! In 
this world, there are only three mighty bowmen, viz,y Krishna, 
Partha, and Satyaki, There is no fourth to be seen !’” 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Ascendipg on the invincible car of 
Vasudedva that had Daruka for its driver, Satyaki, proud of 
the might of his arms, and equal in battle unto Vasudeva 
himself, made Kama earless. Did Satyaki ride any other 
car (after his encounter with Kama was over) I am 

desirous to hear this, 0 Sanjaya ! Thou art skilled in narra- 
tion, I regard Satyaki to be endued with unbearable prowess. 
Tell me all, 0 Sanjaya 
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"‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Hear, O king> how it happened. The in- 
telligent younger brother of Baruka soon brought unto S&tyaki 
another car, duly equipt with all necessaries**^ With shaft 
attached to it by chains of iron and gold and bands of silk, 
decked with a thousand stars, decked with banners and with 
the figure of a lion on his standard,** with horses fleet as the 
wind and adorned with trappings of gold yoked unto it, and 
with rattle deep as the roar of the clouds, that car was brought 
unto him.** Ascending upon it, the grandson of Cini rushed 
against thy troops. Daruka, meanwhile, went as he listed to 
Ke<java*s side.*^ A new car was brought for Karna also, O 
king, unto which were yoked fleet steeds of the best breed that 
were decked in trappings of gold and white as conchs or 
vaccine milk. Its kaksha and standard were made of gold. 
Furnished with banners and machines, that foremost of cars 
had an excellent driver. And it was furnished with a profusion 
of weapons of every kind. Mounting on that car, Karna also 
rushed against his foes. I have now told thee all that thou 
hadst asked me.****^ Once more, however, 0 king, learn the 
(extent of the) destruction caused by thy evil policy. Thirty 
one of thy sons have been slain by Bhimasena.** Having 
Durmukha for their foremost, they were conversant with all 
inodes of warfare. Satyaki and Arjuna also have slain hun- 
dreds of heroes with Bhishma as their foremost and Bhaga- 
datta also, 0 sire ! Even thus, O king, hath the destruction 
commenced, caused by thy evil counsels.' 


Section CXLVIII. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘When such was the condition, in 
battle, of those heroes of their side and mine, what did Bhima 
then do ? Tell me all, O Sanjaya 1'^ 

“Sanjaya said, — “After Bhimasena had been made earless, 
that hero, afflicted with the wordy darts of Kama and filled 
with rage, addressed Phalguna and said,* — In thy very sight, 
0 Dhananjaya, Karna hath repeatedly told me-^Eunuch, fool, 
gluttim, un^iUM in weapons, do not fight, child, v/nahle to 
hear the h^men $f battle ! — He that would tell me- so would 
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be slain by mo. Karna hath told me thoise words, O Bhftrata 
0 mighty-armed one, thou knowest the vow which I have made 
jointly with thee ! Remember the words that were then 
spoken by me ! O foremost of men, act in such a way that 
that vow of mine, O son of Kunti, as also thy own vow, mray 
not be falsified ! 0 Dhananjaya, do that by which that vow of 

mine may be made true i*'"® — Hearing the^e words of Bhima, 
Arjuna of immeasurable prowess, getting near Karna in that 
battle, told him,^ — O Karna, thou art of false sight* O son of 
a Suta, thou applaudest thy own self ! Of wicked understand- 
ing, listen now to what I tell thee I* Heroes meet with either 
of these two things in battle, viz,^ victory or defeat* Both of 
these are uncertain, O son of Radha ! The case is not other- 
wise when Indra himself is engaged in battle I® Made earless 
by Yuyudhana, with thy senses no longer under thy control, 
thou wert almost on the point of death ! Remembering, how- 
ever, that I had vowed to slay thee, that hero dismissed thee 
without taking thy life It is true thou hadst succeeded in 
depriving Bhimasena of his car. Thy abuse, however, O son 
of Radha, of that hero was sinful Those bulls among men 
that are truly righteous and brave, having vanquished a foe, 
never boast, nor speak ill of any body Thy knowledge, 
however, is little. It is for this, O son of a Sata, that thou 
indulgest in such speeches ! Then, again, the abusive epithets 
thou didst apply to the battling Bhimasena endued with great 
prowess and heroism and ever devoted to the practices of the 
righteous, were not consistent with truth ! In the very sight 
of all the troops, of Ke(;ava, as also of myself, thou wert 
many a time made earless by Bhimasena in batfcio I That son 
of Panda, however, did not tell thee a single harsh word/* 
Since, however, thou hast addressed Vrikodara in many harsh 
speeches, and since thou with others hast slain the son of 
Subhadra out of my sight, thou shalt, therefore, this very 
day obtain the fruit of those offences of thine 1 It was for thy 
own destruction, 0 wicked wight, that thou didst tlien out effi 
Abhimanyu s bow For that, O thou of little understanding,.* 
thou shalt be slain by me, with all thy followers, forces, ah<i= 
•uifhals ! Accomplish now all those itets which thoii shouldst^^ 
59 
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do, for a great calamity is impending over thee !*• I will elay 
Vrishasena in thy very sight in battle. All those other kings, 
again, that will from folly advance against me,^® I will despatch 
unto Yama s abode. I say this truly, laying my hand on my 
weapon ! A fool as thou art, without wisdom and full of 
vanity, I say that beholding thee lying on the field of battle 
the wicked Duryodhana will indulge in bitter lamentations ! — ^ 
After Arjuna had vowed, the slaughter of Kama’s son,*®"*** a 
loud and tremendous uproar arose amongst the car-warriors. 
At that frightful time when confusion was everywhere,** the 
thousand- rayed Sun, dimming his rays, entered the Asia hill. 
Then, O king, Hrishike<;a, stationed in the van of battle,** 
embracing Arjuna who had accomplished his vow, told him 
these words : — By good luck, O Jishnu, thy great vow bath 
been accomplished 1** By good luck, that wretch, viz,, Vrid- 
dhakshatra, hath been slain along with his son 1 The celestial 
generalissimo himself, O Bharata, encountering the Dharta- 
rashtra force, *• would, in battle, O Jishnu, lose his senses ! 
There is no doubt of this ! Except thee, 0 tiger among men, 
I do not, even on reflection, see the person in the three worlds 
that would fight with this host ! Many royal warriors endued 
with great prowess, equal to thee or superior, have been united 
together at Duryodhana s command 1 Clad in mail, they could 
not approach thee, encountering thy angry self in battle.***** 
Thy energy and might are equal to that of Rudra or Cakra 
or the Destroyer himself. No one else is capable of putting 
forth such prowess in battle** as thou, O scorcher of foes, 
alone and unsupported, didst today put forth I Thus shall I 
applaud thee again after Kama of wicked soul shall have been 
slain along with his followers. Thus shall I glorify thee when 
that foe of thine shall have been vanquished and slain !— Unto 
him Arjuna replied, — Through thy grace, O Madhava,*®""** this 
vow, that even the gods could with difficulty accomplish, hath 
been accomplished by me ! Their victory is not at all a matter 
of wonder tibat have thee, O KeQava, for their lord 1** Through 
thy grace Tudbishtbira will obtain the whole Earth. All this is 
due to thy power, O thou of Vrishni’s race! This is thy 
vietory, 0 lord Our prosperity is thy care and we are thy 
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servants, O slayer of Madhu ! — Thus addressed, Krishna smiled 
softly, and slowly urged tthe steeds. And he showed unto 
Parfcha, as they came, the field of battle abounding with cruel 
sights.** 

‘“Then Krishna said, — Desirous of victory in battle or 
world- wide fame, many heroic kings are lying on the Earth, 
struck with thy shafts !** Their weapons and ornaments lay 
scattered, and their steeis, cars, and elephJints are mangled and 
broken. With their coats of mail pierced or cut open, they have 
come to the greatest grief. •• Some of them are yet alive, and 
some of them are dead. Those, however, that are dead, still seem 
to be alive in cons0T[U0nce of the splendour with which they are 
endued.*^ Behold the Earth covered with their shafts equipt 
with golden wings, with their numerous other weapons of at- 
tack and defence, and with their animals (deprived of life) !*• 
Indeed, the Earth looks resplendent with coats of mail and 
necklaces of gems, with their heads decked with ear-rings, and 
head-gears and diadems, and floral wreaths and jewels worn on 
crowns, and Kanihasutras and Angadas, and collars of gold^ 
and with diverse other beautiful ornaments.®®**® Strewn with 
AnvJcarshas and quivers, with standards and banners, with 
Upashkaras and AdhisthcLnas, with shafts and crests of cars, 
with broken wheels and beautiful Aleshas in profusion, with 
yokes and trappings of steeds, with belts and bows and arrows, 
with elephant s housings, with spiked maces and hooks of iron, 
with darts and short arrows, with spears and pikes, with Kiin- 
iaa and clubs, with Catdghnis and Bhugundisy with scimitars 
and axes, with short and heavy clubs and mallets, with maces 
and KunapaSy with whips decked with gold, O bull of Bhara- 
Ws race, with the bells and diverse other adornments of mighty 
elephants, with floral garlands and various kinds of ornaments, 
and with costly robes, all loosened from the bodies of men and 
'animals, the Earth shines byilliantly< like iihe autumnal Anna* 
inent with planets and stars. The lords of Earth, slain for the 
sake of Earth, are slumbering on the Earth, clasping with 
their limbs the Earth like a dear wife. Like mountains shedr 
ding through their caves and fissures streams of liquid chaHr^ 
Ibese elephants^ resembling Airiiftt himself and huge as ,^oun- 



m 


ITAHABHABJifcTJi. 




tains, are shedding profuse streams of blood through the openings 
in their bodies caused by weapons.'**'"*^ Behold, 0 hero, those 
huge creatures afflicted with shafts lying on the ground in con- 
vulsions ; Behold those steeds also, lying on the ground,. 
deQked in trappings of gold !*® Behold also, O Partha, those 
riderless and driverless cars that had at one time resembled 
celestial vehicles or the vapoury forms in the evening sky, now 
lying on the ground, with standards and banners and Aleshas 
and yokes cut into pieces' and with broken shafts and crests, 
O Foot-sjldiers also, O hero, bearing bows and 

shields, and slain in hundreds and thousands, are lying on the 
ground, bathed in blood^* and clasping the Earth with every 
limb, and their locks smeared with dust. Behold, O mighty- 
armed ono, those warriors with bodies mangled with thy weai>- 
ons!** B)ho!d the Earth, strewn with yak-tails and fans, and 
umbrellas and standards, and steeds and cars and elephants, 
and with diverse kinds of blankets, and reins of steeds, and 
beautiful robes and costly VariUhas (of cars), look as if 
overspread with embroidered tapestry Many warriors 

fallen from the backs of well-equipt elephants along with those 
creatures themselves that they bad. ridden, are looking like 
lions fallen from mountain summits struck down by thunder.*’ 
Mingled with the steeds (they had ridden) and the bows (they had 
held), horsemen and foot-soldiers, in large numbers, are lying 
on the field, covered with blood.^® Behold, O foremost of men, 
the surface of the Earth is frightful to look at, covered as it is 
with large numbers of slain elephants and steeds and car- 
warriors, and miry with blood, fat, and rotten flesh in profusion^ 
and on which dogs and wolves and Pigdehas and diverse wan^- 
derers of the night are careering in joy This fame-enhancing 
and mighty feat on the field of battle is capable of being 
achieved by thee only, O puissant one, or by that chief of the 
gods, viz., Indra himself, who in great battle slayeth the 
Daily aa SMd. the pdnavas ’ 

^‘SanjayA continued, — ‘Th^ showing the field of battle 
unto the diadem-decked Arjuna, Krishna blew his conch Pdn- 
chijanyU with tie gladdened soldiers of the Pfindava army 
(blowing their respective conchij).*^ Having shown the field of 
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battle unto the dladem^decked hero, that slayer of foes, 
JanArddana, quickly proceed-ed towards Aj&ta^iitru the son of 
Panda and informed him of the slaughter of Jayadratha/ 


Section CXLIX. 

• Sanjaya said,-— 'After the ruler of the Sindhus had been 
slain by Partha, Krishna, repairing dnto the king, viz.^ 
Yudhishthira the son of Dharma, worshipped the latter with a 
gladdened heart/ And he said,— By good luck, O king of 
kings, thy prosperity increaseth ! O best of men, thy foe hath 
been slain ! By good luck, thy younger brother hath accom- 
plished his vow !* — Thus addressed by Krishna, that subjugator 
of hostile towns, viz., king Yudhishthira, filled with joy, came 
down from his car, O Bharata !* His eyes filled with tears of 
joy, he embraced the two Krishnas, and wiping his bright and 
lotus-like face,^ said these words unto Vasudeva and Dhanan- 
jaya the son of Pandu, — Ye mighty car- warriors, by good luck, 
I behold both of you after ye have accomplished your task !• 
By good luck, that sinful wretch, viz., the ruler of the Sin- 
dhus, hath been slain ! Ye Krishnas, by good luck, ye have 
done that which hath filled me with great happiness!* By 
good luck, our foes have been plunged into an ocean of grief! 
Thou art the soveriegn lord of all the worlds, O slayer of 
Madhul In the three worlds they that have thee for their 
protector can have no object incapable of accomplishment ! 
Through thy grace, 0 Goyinda, we will conquer our foes^*^ 
like Indra conquering the Danavas in days of old ! Be it. 
the conquest of the world, or be it the conquest of the three 
worlds,® everything is certain, 0 thou of the Vrishni race, in 
their case with whom thou art gratified, 0 giver of honors ! 
They can have no sin, nor can they meet with defeat in battle*® 
with whom thou, O lord of the celestials,* art gratified, 0 giver 
of honors ! It is through thy grace, O Hrishikega, that Cakra 

^ The printed editions and the manuscripts do not agree with one 
•Another in respect of the order and numbering of the last dozen verses. 
The Bombay edition omits a few of the verses.— T. 
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hath become the chief of the celestials 1“ It is through thy 
grace that th%t blessed personage obtained on the field of battle 
the Sovereignty of the three worlds ! It is through thy grac^, 
O lord of the celestials, that the latter** obtained immortality, 
0 Krishna, and enjoy eternal regions (of bliss) ! Having slain 
thousands of Daityas with prowess having its origin in thy 
grace, O slayer of foes,** Cakra obtained the lordship of the 
celestials ! Through thy grace, 0 Hrishikecja, the mobile and 
the immobile universe,** ‘ without swerving from its (ordained) 
course, O hero, is engaged in prayers and the homa In 
the beginning, this universe, enveloped in darkness, had been 
one vast expanse of water.** Through thy grace, O mighty- 
armed one, the universe became manifest, O best of men ! 
Thou art the Creator of all the worlds, thou the Supreme Soul, 
and thou art immutable !** They that behold thee, O Hrishi- 
ke 9 a, are never confounded ! Thou art the Supreme God, thou 
art the God of gods, and thou art Eternal !*^ They that seek 
refuge with thee, O lord of the gods, are never confounded ! 
Without beginning and without death, thou art Divine, the 
Creator of all the worlds, and immutable !** They that are 
devoted to thee, O Hrishike 9 a, always pass over every diflB- 
culty. Thou art Supreme, the Ancient one, the Divine male 
being, and that which is the Highest of the high !** He that 
attaineth to that, viz., thy Supreme Self, hath ordained for him 
the highest prosperity ! Thou art sung in the four Vedas. 
The four Vedas sing of thee By seeking thy shelter, 0 
high-souled one, I shall enjoy unrivalled prosperity ! Thou art 
the Supreme God, thou art the God of the highest Gods, thou 
art the lord of winged creatures, and the lord of all hupan 
beings !** Thou art the Supremest Lord of everything ! I 
bow to thee, O best of Beings ! Thou art the Lord, the Lord 
of Lords, O puissant one I Prosperity to thee, O Madhava 1** 
O thou of large eyes; 0 Universal Soul, thou art the origin of 
all things ! He, again, that is a friend of Dhananjaya or is 
engaged in Dhananjaya's good,** obtaineth thee that art the 

^lEve^thingy shren the inanimate creation, ezjietfl and adarea- the 
Snpreiae deHy. 
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|>rotector of I^hananjaya and attaineth to happiness ! — Thna 
addressed by him, those High-souled ones, vxz,^ Ke^ava and 
Arjuna,*"* cheerfully said unto the king, that lord of the Earth, 
-—The sinful king Jayadratha hath been consumed by the fire 
of thy wrath !*• O puissant one, although the Dhartarasbtra 
host is vast and swelleth with pride, yet, O Bharata, struck 
and slain, it is being exterminated !*• 0 /alayer of foes, it-^is in 

conseq[uence of thy wrath that the Kauravas are being destroyed ! 
Having, O hero, angered thee that canst slay with thy eyes 
alone, the wicked-minded Suyodhana, with his friends and kins- 
men, will have to lay down his life in battle 1 Slain before in 
consequence of thy ire, and struck down also by the gods them- 
selves, the invincible*^”** Bhishma, the grandsire of the Kurus, 
lieth now on a bed of arrows 1 O slayer of foes, victory in 
battle is unattainable by them** and death also waiteth for 
them that have thee, O son of Pandu, for their foe ! Kingdom, 
life, dear ones, children, and diverse kinds of bliss,*® will soon 
be lost by him with whom thou, O scorcher of foes, hast been 
angry ! I regard the Kauravas to be lest with their sons, ani- 
mals, and kinsmen,*^ when thou, O scorcher of foes", that art 
observant of the duties of kings, hast been angry with them !— 
Then, Bhima, 0 king, and the mighty car-warrior Satyaki,** 
both mangled with shafts, saluted their senior. And those 
two mighty bowmen sat down on the ground, surrounded by 
the Panchalas.** Beholding those two heroes filled with joy and 
arrived and waiting with joined hands, the son of Kunti con- 
gratulated them both, saying,** — By good luck it is that I see 
you both, ye heroes, escaped with life from that sea of (hostile) 
troops, that sea in which Drona acted the part of an invincible 
alligator and the son of Hridika that of a fierce shark ! By 
good luck, all the kings of the Earth have been vanquished (by 
you two) !*•* By good luck, I see both of you victorious in 
battle ! By good luck, Drona hath been vanquished in battle, 
and that mighty car- warrior also, viz., the son of Hridika!** 
By good luck Kama hath been vanquished in batfle with barb- 
ed shafts ! By good luck, Galya also was obliged to turn away 

# This is a triplet in the Calcutta edition. — T. 
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from the field by you both, ye bulls among men.!*^ By good 
luck, I behold you both come back from battle, safe and sound, 
ye that are foremost of car-vrarriors and well-skilled in battle !** 
By good luck, I behold you again, ye heroes, that have forded 
that sea of troops in obedience to my command, ye that went to 
battle impelled by the desire of honoring me !*’ Ye are heroes 
delighting in battle ! Ye never retreat from battle ! Ye are 
to me as life ! By good luck, I see you both !** — Having said 
this, the son of Pandu, O king, embraced both Yuyudh&na and 
Vrikodara, those tigers among men, and shed tears of joy.*‘ 
Then, 0 monarch, the entire host of the P&ndavas became 
cheerful and filled with joy. And all of them once more set 
their hearts on battle.’ ”** 


Section CL 

‘ Sanjaya said, — ‘Upon the fall, O king, of the ruler of the 
Sindhus, thy son Suyodhana, his face bedewed with tears and 
himself filled with cheerlessness, became hopeless of vanquishing 
his foes.* Filled with grief and breathing hot sighs like a snake 
whose fangs have been broken, that offender against the whole 
world, viz., thy son, experienced bitter affliction.* Beholding 
that great and terrible slaughter of his troops caused by Jishnu 
and Bhimasena and Satwata in battle,' he became pale and 
died up and melancholy, and his eyes became filled with tears. 
And he came to think that no warrior existed on the Earth 
that could compare with Arjuna.* Neither Drona, nor the son 
of Radha, nor A<;watthaman, nor Kripa, O sire, is competent 
to stay before Arjuna when the latter is excited with wrath.* 
[And Suyodhana said unto himself,] — Having vanquished in 
battle all the mighty car-warriors of my army, Partha slew the 
ruler of the Sindhus! None could resist him !* This my vast 
host hath almost been exterminated by the Pandavas ! 1 think 
there is no one that can protect my army, no, not even Puran- 
darnhimsel^!* He, relying upon whom I had engaged in this 
paamge-at-arms in battle, alas, that Karna hath been defeated 
in battle Jay dratha slain !* That Karna relying upon whose 
energjl^ 1 raplrded Krishna as straw who came to sue me for 
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peacx^, ato, that Kama hath been vanquished in battle — :Gricv- 
ing so within his heart, thf»t offender against the whole world, O 
king, went to Drona, 0 bull of Bharata s race, for seeing him 
Kepairing unto him, he informed Drona of tlu\t imnrfense 
slaughter of the Kurus, the victory of his foes, and the dire 
calamity of the Dhartarashtras.*** And Suyodhana saief, — 
Behold, O preceptor,^ this immense slaughter of kings !*f* I 
qsLme to battle, placing that grandsire of hiino, the Iicroic 
Bhishnia, at our head Having shain him, Cikbandin, his 
aspiration filled, stayeth at the very van of all the troops, sur- 
rounded by all the Panchalas, covetous of another triumph 
Another disciple of thine, viz,y the invincible Savyasachin, 
having slain seven Alcskauliinis of troops, hath despatched king 
Jayadratha to Yama's abode How, O preceptor, shall I be 
freed from the debt I owe to those allies of mine who, desirous 
of victory to me and ever engaged in my good, have gone to 
Yama’s abode ?** Those lords of Earth who had desired to give 
me the sovereignty of the Earth, are now lying on the Earth, 
themselves abandoning all their Earthly prosperity Truly, 
I am a coward ! Having caused such a slaughter of friends, I 
dare not think that I shall be sanctified by perfuriiiiiig even a 
hundred horse-sacrifices I am covetous and sinful and a 
tresspasser against righteousness ! Through my acts alone, 
those lords of Earth, in their desire for victory, have gone to 
Yama’s abode !** Why, in the presence of those kings, docs 
not the Earth yield me a hole (through which to sink), since I 
am so sinful in behaviour and such a fomenter of intestine dis- 
sensions Alas, what will the grandsire with blod-red eyes, 
that invincible hero who hath conquered the other world, tell 

* Literally, “the fact of the Dhartarashtras hairiii^ sunk (into 
distress). — T. 

t Literally, “of persona whose coronal locks have undergone the 
sacred bath.” — T. 

X Praluvdhas is explained by Nilakantha differently. He supposes 
that Duryodhana here characterises Cikhandiii to bo a dedhitful fowler 
or hunter in consequence of the deceit with which he caused Bhishma^s 
fall. This is far-fetched. — T. 

§ I adopt the Bombay reading. — T. 
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me in the midst of the kings when he meets me ?••• Behold 
that mighty bowman, Jalasandha, slain by Satyaki ! That' great 
car- warrior, that hero, came proudly to battle for my sake, 
prejhired to lay down his life!’*’ Beholding the ruler of fhe 
Kamvojas slain, as also Alamvusha and many other allies of 
mine, what object can I have for preserving my life ?** Those 
unreturning heroes who, fighting for my ^ke and struggling 
to the utmost of their powers to vanquish my foes, have laid 
down their lives !*• I shall today, 0 scorcher of foes, exerting 
to the measure of ray might, free myself from the debt I owe 
them and gratify them with oblations of water by repairing to 
the Yamuna !** O foremost of all bearers of arms, I tell thee 
truly and swear by the good acts I have performed, by the 
prowess I possess, and by my sons,** that* slaying all the 
Panchalas with the Fandavas I shall obtain peace of mind, or, 
slain by them in battle I shall repair to those regions whither 
those allies of mine have gone !** I shall certainly proceed 
thither whither those bulls among men, slain, while engaged in 
battle for my sake, by Arjuna have gone !*’ Our allies, seeing 
that they are not well protected by us, no longer desire to stand 
by US ! O thou of mighty arms, they now regard the Pandavas 
to be preferable to ourselves !** Thyself of sure aim hast or- 
dained our extermination in battle, for thou treatest Arjuna 
leniently since he is thy disciple !*• It is for this that all those 
have been slain who had endeavoured to secure victory to us 1 
It seisms that Carna only now wishes us victory The man 
of weak understanding who, without duly examining another, 
accepteth him for a friend and engageth him in concerns, that 
require friends for their accomplishment, is certain to suffer 
injury.*^ Even so hath this affair of mine been managed by 
my best of friends !f I am exceedingly covetous, sinful, 


* The Bombay edition reads this verse differently and introduces 
another after it which does not occur in the Bengal texts. — T. 

f l am not sure whether I have rendered- the Slat and the first half 
of 3iVd correctly. The vernacular translators have made a mess of the 
passafe. The difficulty lies with SurAiitamaii. I take take it to mean 
that Buryodhaua 6ays,<--*iCarDa| Cakuni, Dus^&sans, with myself, bad 
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crooked-hearted, and characterised by avarice!** Alas, king 
Jayadratha hath been slain, and Somadatta’a son also of great 
energy, and the Abhishahas, the tUurasenas, the Ciyis> and^the 
Va^atis!** 1 shall go thither today whither those bulls among 
men, slain, while engaged in battle for my sake, by Arjuna, 
have gone !** In the absence of those bulls among men, I have 
no need for life 1 O preceptor of the sons 9 f Pandu, let me Jkave* 
thy permission in this ! — ' 


Section CLI. 

"Dhritarilshtra said, — 'After the ruler of the Sindhus had 
been slain in battle by Savyasachin, and after the fall of Bhuri- 
ijravas, what bocame the state of your minds ?* After Drona 
also had been thus addressed by Duryodhana in the midst of 
the. Kurus, what did the preceptor say unto him then? Tell 
me all this, O Sanjaya !’* 

‘‘Sanjaya said, — 'Loud wails arose among thy troops, O 
Bharata, after the slaughter of Bliuri(;ravas and the ruler of 
the Sindhus.* All of them disregarded the counsels of thy son,, 
those cotinsels in consequence of which leaders of men, by 
hundreds, were slain As regards Drona, hearing those words 
of thy son, ho bocame filled with grief. Reflecting for a short 
while, 0 monarch, he said these words in great affliction !* 

"‘Drona said, — O Duryodhana, why dost thou pierce me 
thus with wordy shafts ? I told thee before that Arjuna is 
incapable of defeat in battle I* Protected by the diadem-decked 
A'rjuna, Cikhandin slew Bhishma ! By that feat, O thoti of 
Kuru*s race, the prowess of Arjuna in battle hath been wqH 
te^t^d/ B3holding Bhishma who was incapable of being defeated 
by the gods and the Dyinavaa, actually slain in battle, even then 
I knew that this BhaTata host is doomed Upon the fall of 
him. whom of all persons in the three worlds we had regarded to 
be the very foremost of heroes, who else is there uj)on whom we 
are to rely ?• Those dice, O sire, with which Cakuni formerly 


taken thee, O preceptor, for a friend, andjtiad engaged thee in this battle. 
We did not, however, then know that thou art aii enem)* in disguise V — T. 
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played in the Kuru assembly^ were not dice but been arrows 
capable of slaying foes Even those arrows, O sire, -sped 
by sJaya, are now slaying us ! Though Vidura characterised 
them to be such, thou didst not yet understand them to be 
so?** Tho3e words, again, that the wise and high-soulod Vidura, 
with tears in his eyes, had then, said unto thee, those auspicioiiis 
word^ recommending peace, thou didst not then bear That 
calamity which he foretold hath now come ! That frightful 
carnage, O Duryodhana, hath now come as the result of that 
disobedience by thee of Vidura 's words That man of foolish 
understarfding who, disregarding the salutary words of trusted 
friends, followeth his own opinion, soon falls into a pitiable 
plight.^ ^ O son of Gandhari, this great evil tlrat hath befallen 
thee is the fruit of that sinful act of thine, viz.y that dragging 
of Krishna in our very sight to the Kuru assembly, of Krishna 
who never deserved such treatment, who hath been bom in a 
noble race, and who practise th every virtue ! Know that all 
this is but little, for in the next world direr consequences yet 
will be thine Vanquishing the Pandavas at dice by deceit, 
ihou hadst sent them into the woods, attired in deer-skins 1*’’^ 
What other Brahmana, except myself, in this world, would 
sock to injure those princes that are ever engaged in the prac- 
tice of virtue and that arc to me oven as own sons ?** 
With the approval of I>hritaTa3htra, in the midst of the Kuru 
assembly, thou hadst, with Cabuni as thy help-mate, provoked 
the ire of the Pandavas!*® United with Dus 9 asana, Kama 
then fanned tint wrath! Disregarding the words of Vidura, 
thou hast repeatedly fanned it thyself With resolute care, all 
of you had surrounded Arjuna, resolved to stand by the ruler 
of the Sindhus * Why then have all of you been vanquished, 
and why also has Jay adratha' been slain Why, when thou 
art alive, and Kama,, and Kripa, and Galya, and A^wtthaman, 
O Kaiiravya, hath the ruler of the Sindhus been slain ?** For 
rescuing the* ruler of the Sindhus, the kings (on thy side) had 
put f^tth all their ftoroest energy. Why then hath Jayadratha 
been smin in their midst ?** Relying upon me, king Jaya- 
drafeha had ci^ected his rescue from the hands of Arjuna 
h obt jrihorl nit the rescue he had expected. I do 
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i»otalsa s«e any safety for my own Until f succeed in 

slaying the Panchaias with Cikhandin, I feel like one sinking in 
the Uliristadyamna'Caire !** Having failed, O Bharata, in psscu- * 
ing the ruler of the Sindhus, why dost thou pierce me thus with 
thy wordy shafts, seeing that I too am burning with grief ?*’ 
Thou seest not any longer on the field the golden standard of 
Bliishma of sure aim, that warrior whoVashiever tired in bffttle ! 
How then canst thou hope for success ^** When the ruler of the 
Sindhus and Bhuri 9 ravas also have been slain in the very midst 
ot so many mighty car-warriors, what, do you think, will the 
end be ?*® Kripa, difficult of being vaiiquished, is still alive, O 
king! That he hath not followed in the track of Jayadratha, 

I applaud him highly for this!*® When I saw Bhishma himself, 
that achiever of the most difficult feats (in battle), that warrior 
who was incapable of being slain in battle by the very gods 
with Vasava at their head, slain in thy sight, 0 Kauravya, as 
als:» of thy younger brother Dus 5 asana, I thought then, 0 king, 
that the Earth hath abandoned thee Yonder the troops of 
the Panda vas and the Srinjayas, united together, are now 
‘rushing against me !** For achieving thy good in battle, O son 
of Dhritarashtra, I will not, without slaying all the Panchaias^ 
put off my armour!** O king, go and tell my son A^wattha- 
mau who is present in battle that even at the risk of his life he 
should not let the Somakas alone !*** Thou shouldst also tell 
him, — [Observe all the instructions thou hast received from thy 
father 1 Be firm in acts of humility, in self-restraint, in truth 
and righteousness !** Observant of religion, profit, and plea- 
sure, without neglecting**religion and profit, thou shouldst 
always accomplish those acts in which religion predominates !*’ 
The Brahmanas should always be gratified with presents. All 
of them deserve thy worship ! Tfiou shouldst never do anything 
that is injurious to them ! They are like flames of fire !]*^ 
As regards myself, I will penetrate the hostile host, O slayer of 
foes, for doing great battle, pierced as I am by th«e with thy 
wordy shafts !®* If thou canst, 0 Duryodhana, go and protect 

* /, <?., “he should, by every means in his power, avenge himsell on 

tliO' Somakas, those enemies of mine.” — T. 
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tho39 troops'! Bath the Kurus and the Brinjayaa have heeh 
angry. They will fight daring even the night !*•“— -Having said 
thea^ words, Drona proceeded against the Fandavas and set 
himself to over-ride the energy of the Kshatriyaa like the Sun 
overshadowing the light of the stars.’ ”** 


Section CLII. 

“Sanjaya said, — Thus urged by Drona, king Duryodhana, 
filled with rage, set his heart on battle.* And I’iiy Duryo* 
dhana then said unto Kama, — Behold, the diadem-decked son 
of Pandu, with Krishna alone for his help-mate, penetrated 
into the array formed by the preceptor,* — an array that the 
gods themselves could not pierce, — and in the very -sight of 
the illustrious Drona struggling in battle * and of many other 
foremost of warriors, slew the ruler of the Sindhus ! Behold, 
O son of Radha, many foremost of kings lying on the Earth, 
slain in battle* by Partha unaided by any one, in the very 
sight of the illustrious Drona and myself vigorously exerting 
ourselves, like a host of inferior animals slain by a lion !* The- 
son of Cakra hath reduced my host to a small remnant of what 
it was. How, indeed, could Phalguna, in spite of the resis- 
tance offered by Drona in battle,* accomplish his vow by slay- 
ing the ruler of the Sindhus ? If Drona had not himself willed 
it, O herb, how could the son of Pandu, in battle,* have pier- 
ced that impenetrable array, overcoming his struggling precep- 
tor ? Truly, Phalguna is exceedingly dear to the illustrious 
preceptor!* For this, the- latter ga>» him admittance, without 
having fought with him. Behold my misfortune ! Having in 
the first instance promised protection unto the ruler’ of the 
Sindhus, Drona, that scorcher "of foes, gave unto the diadem- 
decked Arjuna admittance into the array ! If he had in the 
beginning granted permission to the ruler of the Sindhus for 
his return h«me, without doubt, such an awful carnage would 
thenilhave never occurred! Alas, Jayadratha, in hopes of 
saving his lifi), had desired to return home!*”** Having ob- 
tained froiu Drona a promise of protection in battle, it was I, 
fool that , I was, who prevented him from going 1 Alas, today 



my brothdis having Chitoasena for their head, have all perished 
in the very sight of our iohed selves !**•**— 

"'Klamasaid, — Do not blame the preceptor! That BrSh- . 
mana is fighting according to the measure of his power^and 
courage and regardless of his very life !** If Arjuna of wHte 
steeds, ^having transgressed him, penetrated into our array, the 
slightest fault does not, for that, attach to -the precegjpr.** 
Fhalguna is accomplished in weapons, possessed of great acti- 
vity, endued with youth ; he is a herd who has mastered all 
arms ; he is distinguished for the celerity of his movements. 
Armed with celestial weapons and mounted on his ape-bannered 
car*' the reins of whose steeds again were in the hands of 
Krishna, cased in impenetrable armour, and taking his celestial 
bow Qdndiva of unfading might, the valiant Arjuna, “ scatter- 
ing keen arrows and proud of the strength of his arms, trans- 
gressed Drona. There is nothing to wonder at in this.** The 
preceptor, on the other hand, is, O kfng, old and incapable of 
proceeding quickly. He is also, 0 king, incapable of exercising 
his arms long.** It was for this that Fhalguna of white steeds 
and having Krishna for his charioteer succeeded in transgressing 
the preceptor. For this reason also, I do not see any fault in 
Drona.*’ For all that, when Arjuna of white steeds penetrated 
into our array, having transgressed the preceptor, it seems that 
the latter, however skilled in weapons, is incapable of van- 
quishing the Fandavas in battla!*® I think that that which is 
ordained by Fate never occurs otherwise. And since, O Suyo- 
dhana, in spite of ourselves fighting to. the utmost extent of 
our powers,** the ruler of the Sindhus has been slain in battle, 
it seems that Fate is all-powerful I With thyself we had all 
been exerting to the utmost of our might on the field of 
battle.** Fate, however, baffling our exertions, did not smile 
on ns ! We have always exerted to injure the Fandavas, rely- 
ing both on deceit and prowess !*' Wh&tever act, 0 king, a 
person afflicted by Fate does, is frustrated by Fate, however, 
much the person himself may strive to achieve It !** What- 
eveir, indeed, a man endued with preservance should do, ought 


* This is a triplet ia the Bengal texts. — T> 
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to be done fearlessly, Success depends on Fat^ By deceit 
the- soils of Pritha were beguiled, as also by the administration 
of poison, O Bh&ratal Burnt they were in the palace laij. 
Yan^ished they were at dice.** In accordance with th® dio- 
tatM of state-craft, they were exiled into the woods. . All these,- 
though done by us with care, have been baftied by Fate.** 
Figl^t^with resolution, O king, setting Fate at nought. Be- 
tween thee and them, both striving to the best of your prowess,* 
even Fate may prove auspicious to that party which excels the 
other.*** No wise measures have been adopted by the FSnda- 
vas with the aid of superior intelligence. Nor, O hero, do we 
see, O perpetuator of Kuril’s race, that th’ou hast done any- 
thing unwise from want of intelligence !*’ It is Fate that 
settles the result of acts, wise or unwise ! Fate, ever intent on 
its own purposes, is awake when all else sleeps !** Vast was thy 
host, and thy warriors aro many. Even thus the battle began.** 
With their small force, thy force, much greater and consist- 
ing of men capable of smiting effectually, hath been much 
reduced. I fear, it is the work of Fate, that is, which frustrated 
our exertions !** — ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘While they were discoursing thus 
O king, the Fandava divisions appeared for battle.** Then 
occurred a fierce battle between thy warriors and theirs, in which 
cars and elephants encountered one another. All this, however, 
O king, was due to thy evil policy !’ ”** 

•Section CLIII. 

( Ghatotlcachorbadha Parva ). 

“Sanjaya said, — That elephant force of thine, 0 king, swell- 
ing with might, fought everywhere, prevailing over the PSn- 
dava force.* Resolv'ed to go to the other world, the Fanchalas 
and the Eaurvas fought with one another for admission into 
the swelling domaiite of Yama.* Bravo warriors, encountering 
bi^vo; rivals, j^erced one another with arrows and lances and 

— 

• rrend^ilhif seccfiid line freely, following Nilakantha.— T. 
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quickly ^4^ one atio^r vMo Yama'^ a^ibod^* 
was Jiha b that took plgse hat ween car-warrio^ 
aud oar-wamqrs who struck one another awd caused a fierce flow 
of blood. infuriate elephants, encountering inffuriate compeers, 
a;Hicted one another with their tusks.^^ Horsemen, solicitbus 
of glory, pierced and cut down horsemen in that terrific melee 
with spears and darts and battle-axes/ Foot-soldiers aissb, O 
migjhty-armed one, in hundreds, armed with weapons, repeated- 
ly rushed against one another with resolute courage, O scor- 
cher of foesl^ So great was the confusion that the Panchalas 
and the Kurus could only be distinguished from each other by 
the tribal, the family, and the personal names we heard them 
utter/ The warriors, despatching one another to the other 
world with arrows and darts and axes, careered fearlessly on the 
field/ With the thousands of arrows, however, O king, shot 
by the combatants, the ten points were no longerilhiminated as 
before in consequence of the Sun having set/® While the 
Pandavas were thus fighting, O Bharata, Duryodhana, O king, 
penetrated into the midst of their host/* Filled with great wrath 
at the slaughter of the ruler of the Sindus, and resolved to lay 
down his life, he penetrated into the hostile army/* Filling the 
Earth with the rattle of his car-wheels and causing her to trem- 
ble therewith, thy son approached the Pandava host/* Terrific 
was the clash that took place between him and them, O Bha- 
rata, causing a tremendous carnage of troops/* Like the Sun 
himself at midday scorching everything with his rays, thy sou 
scorched the hostile host with his arrowy showers/** The 
Pandavas became incapable of even looking at their brother 
(Duryodhana). Despairing of vanquishing their foe, they set 
their hearts on flying away from the field.** Slaughtered by thy 
illustrious son armed with the bole, by means of his gold-winged 
arrows of blazing points, the Panchalas ran away in all direc- 
tions* ^ Afflicted with those keen shafts, the Pandava troops 
began -to fall down on the ground. Indeed, the Pandavas had 
never succeeded in achieving such a feat in battle** as was 
then achieved by thy royal son, O monarch I The Pandava 

— ^ 

♦ Literally, ^*with shafts resembling his rays/ — Tr 
61 
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Itosi was crushed and grinded by thy sou in tl^t battle/* as 
an assemblage of lotuses is crushed and grinded . by an de- 
' phant * As again an assemblage of lotuses becomes shorn of itb 
beauty when the water (over which it grows) is dried up by the 
sud and the wind,** evbn so became the Pandava host in conse' 
quence of thy son’s prowesa Beholding the Fandaya aiiny 
slaughtered by thy son, O Bharat^*’ the Pauch&las, with 
Bhimasena at their head,< rushed furiously towards him. l^erc- 
ing Bhimasena then with ten shafts, and each of the sons of 
Madri with throe,** and Virata and Drupada each with six, 
and Cikhandin with a hundred, and Bhrishtadyumna with 
seventy, and Yudhishthira with seven,** and the Kaikeyas 
and the Chedis with innumerable keen shafts, and Satwata 
with five, and each of the (five) sons of Draupadi with three,** 
and Ghatotkacha also with a few, he uttered a leonine ••hout. 
Cutting off hundreds of other warriors and the bodies of ele- 
phants and steeds in that great battle by means of his fierce 
shafts, he behaved like the Destroyer himself in rage slaying 
created beings.'f While engaged, however, in thus slaughter- 
ing bis foes, his bow the back of whose staff was decked with 
gold,**"** Yudhishthira the son of Pandu, O sire, cut off into 
three parts with a pair of broad-headed shafts. And Yudhish- 
thira pierced Duryodhana himself with ten keen shafts shot 
with great force.’* Piercing through Duryodhana’s vital limbs, 
these passed out and entered the Earth in a continuous line. 
The troops that stood around then encompassed Yudhish- 
thira** like the celestials encompassing Purandara for the 
slaughter of Vritra. Then king Yudhishthira, 0 sire, who is 
incapable of being easily defeated, sped at thy son in that battle 
^ fierce shaft. Deeply pierced therewith, Duryodhana sat 
down on his excellent car.*’"'® ‘ Then a loud noise arose from 
aihong the Panchala troops. Even this, O monarch, was that 
tremendous uproar, viz., — The king ie dain !*' — ^The fierce 

' . ■ " i r I ' — ^ " , i 

* Or, “«• a Uk« o^rgrown with lotuses is agitated on every side by 
an elephant,^«-T. 

# Sixteen dines, ociarring alter this in the Bombay edition^ have been 
omitted 




«rhizz of lirr&ws also was heard there, 0 Sh&zata I Then l^rona . 
qtibkljr shoired himself there in that Meanwhije, 

Paryodhanai recovering his senses, had hrnily grasped the hovr.. 
He was then seen to rush towards the royal son of Pando say- 
ing,— TTaii, WaU .** — The PanchSlas also, solicitous of vic^ry, 
hegan to advance with speed. Desirous of rescuing the Kuru 
prince, Drona received them all.** And the preceptor heg^n to 
destroy them like the bright-rayed ma^er of day destroying 
tempest-tossed clouds. Then, O kin^, .there occurred a fierce 
battle, fraught with immense carnage, between thine and theirs 
encountering one another from desire of fight,’ ”*• 


Section CLIV. 

‘ Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Having said all those words unto my 
Son Duryodhana who is ever disobedient to my commands, when 
that mighty bowman endued with great strength, viz., the 
preceptor Drona, penetrated in wrath into the Pandava host, 
and when that hero, stationed on his car, careered over the 
field, how did the Pandavas check his course ?“* Who protect- 
ed the right wheel of the preceptor's car in that dreadful battle ? 
Who also protected his left wheel, when he fiercely slaughtered 
the foe?* Who wore those brave warriors that followed that 
fighting hero at his back ? Who were those that stood in 
front of that car-warrior ?* When that unvanquishod and great 
bowman, that foremost of all bearers of weapons, dancing 
along the track j)f his car, entered the Pandava host, I think 
his foes felt an excessive and unseasonable cold, I think they 
trembled like kine exposed to wintry blasts.*'* How did 
that bull among car- warriors, who consumed ail the troops 
of the PSnchalas like a ragir\g conflagration, meet with his 
death ?’* 

‘ Sanjaya said, — ‘Having slain the rufer of the Sindhus in 
the .evening, Partha, after lis meeting with Yudhishthira, 
and that great bowman, viz., SStyaki, both proceeded towards 

I*.' . 

Drona.* Then Yudhishthira, and Bhimasena the son of Pandu, 
with a separate division of the army, quickly proceeded against 
Drona.’ Similarly the intelligeu| Nakivla, and the invindble 
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and Dhnshtadyu^m Mth hi» own <iiTi4<^ 
VirSfca, and the ruler of the CMwas, with a Jarge forooi po? 
ceeded agaiftst Drona in battle* Similarly king Dnipada 
father of Dhrishtadyumna, protected by the Pancfa&Ias, ptoeeedr 
ed, ^0 king/ against Drona* And the sons of Draupadi, and 
the R&k^}ui»’i Ohatotkacha/^^* accompanied by their forces^ 
proceeded a-^arnst Drona of great splendour. The Prabhadrakii- 
Pancha'as also, six thousand strong, and all effectual .smiters/^ 
proceeded against Druaa, placing CJkhandin at their heaKk 
Other foremost of men and mighty car- warriors among the 
Pandwas/^ umbing together, O bull among men, proceeded 
against Drona. When those heroic warriors, 0 bull among the, 
Bharabas, proceeded to battle,^* the night became pitchy dark, 
enhancing the terrors of the timid. And during that hour of 
darkness,. O king, many were the warriors that laid down tlieir 
lives.** And that night also proved the death of many elephants 
and steeds and foot-soldiers. On that night of pitchy darkness, 
yelling jackals everywhere*"’ inspired great fear with their blaz- 
ing moutlis. Fierce owls, perching on the standards of tl)»e 
Kauravas and hooting therefrom, foreboded fears. Then, Oking* 
a fi 3 rce uproar arose among the troops.*®"^** Mingling- with 
the loud beat of drums and cymbals, the grunt of elephants, 
the neigh of steeds,*® and the stamp of horse-hoofs, that uproar 
spread everywhere. Then, in* that hour of evening, fierce was 
the battle that took place*^ between Drona, O king, and all the 
Srinjayas. The world having been enveloped in darknessy no- 
thing could be noticed.** The welkin was covered with the dust 
raised by the combatants. The blood of man aiid horse and 
elephant mingled together.** The earthy dust then disappeared. 
All of us became perfectly cheerless. During that night, like 
the s »unds of a burning forest of bamboos on a mountain,*^ 
frightful sounds were heard of dashing weapons. With the . 
sounds of MridangtiB and A?ue/cc^ and Vallakis and 
with the shouts (of human beings) and the neigh (of steeds), a 
dreadful confusion ^t in everywhere, 0 lord ! When the field 
of battle was enveloped in darkness, friends, 0 king, could not 

* div«r«| kiuil8a»Mi sizes. — T. 



be dietin^ia^dd from foes.** All weife j^^eais^ madneiiii 

irt tbi^t earthy dust that; *ad arisen, O King, was 

so(ln allayed with ahoweia of blood.*^ Then in oonaequenee of 
the goMen coats of mail and the bright ornaments of the war^ 
riors, that darkness was dispelled. The Bharata host then, 
decked in gems and gold,** [and abounding with darts and 
standards], looked like the firmament in the night,© b^l of 
Bharata's race, bespangled with stars. ^ Tire field of battle tbeii 
resounded with the yells of Jackals and the caw of crows,** with 
the grunt of elephants, and the shouts and cries of the warriors. 
Those sounds, mingling together, produced a loud uproar, mak- 
ing the hair to stand on end.*^ That uproar filled all the points 
of the compass like the report of Indra's thunder. At dead of 
night, the Bharata host, seemed** illuminated with the Anga- 
das, the ear-rings, the cuirasses, artd the weapons of the com- 
batants. There elephants and cars, adorned with gold,** looked 
in that night like clouds charged with lightning. Swords and 
darts and maces and scimitars and clubs and lances and axes,^* 
as they fell, looked like dazzling flashes of fire. Duryodhana 
was the gust of wind that was the precursor (of that tempest- 
like host). Cars and elephants constituted its dry clouds,** 
The loud noise of drums and other instruments formed the 
peal of its thunders. Abounding with standards’, bows formed 
ts lightning flashes. Drona and the Pandavas formed its 
pouring clouds. Scimitars and darts and maces constituted its 
thunders.** Shafts formed its downpour, and weapons (of other 
kinds), its incessant gusts of wind. And Jihe winds that blew 
ware bath exceedingly hot and exceedingly cold. Terrible, stun- 
ning, and fierce, it was destructive of life. There was noUiing 
that could afford shelter from it.*^** Combatants, desirous of 
battle, entered into that frightful host on that dread night 
resounding with terrible noises,*’ enhancing the fears of the 
timid and the delight of heroes. And during the progress of 
that fierce and dreadful battle in the night,** the P^ndus and 
the Srinjayas, united together, rushed in wrath against Drona. 
All those, however, 0 king, that advanced right against the 

The Bjinbay reading is (fpla»i/ m mid not VSfhitdm. — T. 



iUii$tripus Drona/* ware either obliged to %mn baefc or i 


ed to the abode of Yatxia. Indeed, on that ni^t^ t>fona> elotie^ 
pierced with Ms shafts elephants in thousands and ciws in ten^^ 


of thousands and millions of foot-soldiers and steeds.’ 


Section CLV. 

'"Dhritarashtra said, — ‘When the invincible Drona of im- 
measurable energy, unable to bear (the slaughter of Jaya- 
dratha), wrathful ly entered into the midst of the Srinjayas, 
what did you all think When that warrior of immeasurable 
soul, having said those words unto my disobedient son Duryo- 
dhana, so entered (the hostile ranks), what steps did Partha 
take?* When after the fall of the heroic Jayadratha and of 
Bhuripravas, that unvanquished warrior of great energy, that 
scorcher of foes, viz., the unconquerable Drona, proceeded 
against the Panchalas, what did Arjuna think ? What also 
did Duryodhana think as the most seasonable step that he 
could adopt ?*•* Who were they that followed that boon-giving 
hero, that foremost of regenerate ones ? Who were those heroes, 
O Siita, that stood behind that hero while engaged in battle ?• 
Who fought in his van while he was employed in slaughtering 
the foe in battle? I think, all the Pandavas, afflicted with 
the arrows of Bharadwaja’s son,* were, O Suta, like lean kine 
trembling under a wintry sky. Having penetrated into the 
midst of the Panchalas, how did that great bowman, that 
scorcher of foes, that tiger among men, meet with his death ?*^ 
When on that night all the troops, united together, and all the 
great car- warriors combined, were being separately grinded (by 
Drona), who were those intelligent men among you that were 
present there ?* Thou sayest, that my troops were slain or 
huddled together, or vanquished, and that my car- warriors were 
made car- less in those encounters. While those combatants be- 
came heartless and, were being grinded by the Pandavas, what 
did they thi^ When they sank in such affliction on that dark 
night , T afayest that the Pandavas were hearty and 

* all the editions.— T. 




tD«ddit»g^ ho]^fai, and that mitad wet*# melaachol; and heartiest 
and paBiO'CtFuck.** HoWi,>“0 Sanjaya, eoaldat thou marie thn 
distinctiem on that night between the Kurua and the unretroat* 
ing Phrthas /’** 

“Sanjaya said, —'During the progress, O king, of that fierea 
night-battle, the Pandavas along with the Somakas all rushed 
against Drona.'* Then Drona, with his swift-going sludts, 
despatched all the Kaikeyas and the sons ' of Dhrishtadyumna 
into the world of spirits.** Indeed, all those mighty car- war- 
riors, O king, that advanced right against Drona, all those lords 
of Earth, were despatched (by him) into the region of the 
dead.** Then king Civi of great prowess, -filled' with rage, 
proceeded against that mighty, car-warrior, viz., the heroic son 
of Bharadwaja, while the latter was thus employed in grinding 
(the hostile combatants).** Beholding that great car-warrior of 
the Pandavas advancing, Drona pierced him with ten shafts made 
entirely of iron.** Civi, however, pierced Drona in return with 
thirty shafts winged with Kanha feathers. And smiling the 
while, he also, with a broad-headed shaft, felled the driver of 
Drona’s car.** Drona then, slaying the steeds of the illustrious- 
Civi, as also the driver of his car, cut off from his trunk Civi’s 
hea^ with head-gear on it.** Then Duryodhana quickly sent 
unto Drona a driver for his car. The reins of his steeds having 
been taken up by the new man, Drona once more rushed against 
his foes.*® The son of the ruler cf the Kalingas, supported 
by the Kalinga troops, rushed against Bhimasena, filled with 
rage at the slaughter of his sire by the latter.** Having 
pierced Bhima with five shafts, he once more pierced him with 
seven. And he struck Vi^oka (the driver of Bhima’s car) with 
three shafts and the latter’s standard with one.** Then Vriko- 
dara, filled with rage, leaping from his own car to that of his foe, 
slew vnth only his fists that angry hero of the Kalingi^.** The 
banes of that prince thus slain in battle by the mighty son of 
of Panda with only his fists, fell down on the Earth, separated 
from one another.** Kama and the brother of the slain prince, 
(and others), could nqt brook that act of Bhima. All of Idrem 
began to strike Bhimasena with keen shafts resembling snakes 
of virulent poison.** Abandoning then that car of the foe (upon 
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which he stood), BhimA proceeded to the car of BhruTa,* aod 
crushed, by a blow of hie fist, that i^noe who had beea strihingf^? 
him, incessantly .*4 Thus struck by the mighty son of JPandu*:’ 
Dfaruva fell down. Having slain him, O king, Bhimasena of 
great strength,'^ proceeding to tho car of Jayarata, began to 
roar repeatedly like a lion. Dragging Jayarata then with hw 
left'arm, while employed in roaring,** he slew that warrior with 
a slap of his palm in the, very sight of Kama. Then Karna 
hurled at the son of Pandu, a dart decked with gold.*’ The 
P&ndava, however, smiling the while, seized with his hand that 
dart. And the invincible Yrikodara in that battle hurled that 
very dart back at Kama.*® Then Cakuni, with a shaft that had 
drunk oil, cut off that dart as it coursed towards Karna. Hav- 
ing achieved these mighty feats in battle, Bhima of wonderful 
prowess'* came back to his own car and rushed against thy 
troops. And while Bhima was thus advancing, slaughtering 
(thy troops) like ihe Destroyer himself in rage," thy sons, O 
m >narch, attempted to resist that mighty-armed hero. Indeed, 
those mighty car-warriors covered him with a dense shower of 
mrows." Then Bhima, smiling the while, despatched in that 
battle, with his shafts, the driver and the steeds of Durmad'a 
unto the abode of Yama." Durraada, at this, quickly moun|ed ' 
upon the car of Dushkarna. Then those scorchers of foes, viz., 
the two brothers, riding on the same car," both rushed against 
Bliima in the front rank of battle, like the Begent of the waters 
and Surya rushing against Taraka, that foremost of Daityas.** 
Then thy sons Durmada and Dushkarna, mounting on the same 
car, pierced Bhima with shafts." Then in the very sight of 
Karna, of A 9 watthaman, of Duryodhana, of Kripa, of Boma- 
datta, and of Vitlhika, the son of Pandu," that chastiser of foes, 
by a stamp of his foot, caused othat car of the heroic Durmada 
and Dushkarna to nnk into the Earth." Filled with rage, he 
struck with his fists those mighty and brave sons of thine, viz., 
Durmada and Dushkarna, and crushed them therewith and roared 
aloud.** Then cries of OA and A ios arose among the troops. 
And the kings, beholding Bhima, said, — That is Budra who is 

* The hi^i^her o| |h« Kalii)ga prince.— X. 
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fighbiitif B’^iai %'S farm am >ng the DhartArashtras — Saytog 
these war J^, 0 Bhar%^a, rf kings fled away,,d(3prived of 
their seii^a and urging th^ animals they rode their greatest 
speed. Indeed,^ no two of them could be 'seen running to- 
gether.^^ Then when on that night a great carnage had beiou 
caused among the (Kaurava) army, the mighty Vrikodara, with 
• eyes beautiful as the full-blown lotus* highly applauded^^by 
many bulls among kings, repairing unto' Yudhishthifa, paid 
his regards unto him.^* Then the twins (Nakula and Saha- 
deva), and Drupada and Virata, and the Kaikeyas, and Yii- 
dhishthira ^also, felt great joy. And all of them paid their 
adorations unto Vrikodara even as the celestials did uiito 
I^ahadeva after Andhaka * had been slain.'** Then thy sons, 
all equal unto the sons of Varuna, filled with rage and accom- 
panied by the illustrious preceptor and a large number of 
cars, foot-soldiers, and elephants, encompassed Vrikodara/on all 
sides from desire of fight.** Then, O best^of kings,' on that 
terrible night l^hen everything was enveloped in a darkness 
as thick as a cloud, a dreadful i battle took place between 
those illustrious warriors, delightful to wplves and f^rows and 
vultures.’ ”** 


, Section CLVI. 

*'Sanj£i}^a said, — ‘After his son (Bhuri9rava9) had been slain 
by Satyaki while the former was sitting in Praya^ Somadatta, 
filled with rage, said unto Satyaki these words, Why, O 
Satwata,. having abandoned those Kshatriya duties ordained 
by the high’-souled gods, hast thou betaken thyself to the 
practices of robbers ?*. Why would one that is observant of 
Kshatriya duties and possessed* of wisdom, strike in battle a 
person that is turning away from the fight, or one that has 
l>ecome helpless, or one that has laid aside his weapons, or one 
that beggeth tor quarter Two persons, indee^, among the 
Vrishnis are reputed to be the foremost of great car-warrior^, 
viz.ji Praddyumna of mighty energy and thou also, O Satyaki 1^ 
Why then didst thou behave so cruelly and sinfully towards 
one that had sat in Pray a and that had his arn^^^nt off by 
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!PSrtlia ?*• Take now in battle tho consequence of that act of 
thine, O thpu of wicked behaviour! I ehall today, O wretch^, 
putting forth mjf^prowess, cut off thy head with a winged arrow 
I swear, O SatiVata, by my tvro sons, "by what is dear to me»^ 
and by all my meritorious acts, that if before this flight passes 
away I dd not-slay thee that art s5 proud of thy heroism, with 
. th sons and younger brother, provided Jishnu the son of Pritha 
does not protect thee, then let me sink into terrihe hell, O 
^wretch of Vrishnis race I’"* — Having said these words, the 
might}’ Somad itta, filled with rage, blew his conch loudly and 
uttered a leonine roar !* Then Satyaki, of eyes Ukejotus petals 
and teeth like those of a lion, possessed.of. great .strength, and 
filled with rage, said these words unto Somadatta 1*®— O thou of 
Kurus race, whether battling with^thce or with others, I do not 
in my heart ever cxperieiice the slightest fear!*‘ If, protected* 
by all tliC troops, thou fightest with me, I -wujd not, even 
then, cKporienco on thy account, any pain, O |hou of Kuru's 

'i * ^ . 

race I api ever observant of Kshatriya practices.^ Thou 
canst nofc, therefore, frighten me with only words scenting' of 
battle or •with speeches that insult the good I* • If, O king, 
thou wislv^st to fight Ayith me today, be cruel and strike me 
with keen shafts, and I also will strike thee I‘* Thy son, the 
mighty car-warrior Bhuri^ravas, has, O king, been slain I Cala 
als), and Vrishasena, have been crushed by me.** Thee also 
today I shall slay, with thy sons and kinsmen ! Stay with re- 
solution in battle, for thou, O Kaurava, art endued with great 
-strength*!*^ Thou art already slain in consequence, of the 
energy of that drum-bannered king Yudhishthira in whoin 
are always charity, and self-restraint, and purity of heart, and 
compassion, and modesty, and intelligence, and forgiveness, 
and all else that is indestruefeible ! Thou shalt meet with 
destruction along with Kama and Suvala s son !*’^*** I swear by 
Krishna's feet and by all my good acts that, filled with rage, J 
shall, with my shafts, slay thee with thy sonsw m battle !*• If 
ihou fliest away from battle, then mayst thou have safety 

* is es^plained by Nilakantha as aomelhing that causes 

>he downfall of a person,. hence, T. 
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Having i^lis addressed each other with eyes red in vwath/** those 
fikemost of men began tq^shoot their shafts at jeach other. Then 
%ith a thousand ears and- ten thousand Jiorso,** Duryodhaiia 
t >ok his station, encompassing Somadatta.' ' Cskimi also, filled 
with rage, a.nd armed with every weapon,** and surrounded 
, by his sons and grandsons as also' by his brothers tliat were 
e lual to Indra himself in prowess,, (did the same). Thy brotUer- 
in-law, O king; youpg in years aiid of body hard as the *th»i>- 
dor-bolt,**' and possessed of wisdom, hhd a huiidred thousand 
horse of the foroarost valour with him. "With these he encoHo- 
passed the mighty bowman Somadatta.’* Protected by those 
mighty warriors, Somadatta covered SStyaki (with clouds of 
shafts). Beholding Satyaki thus covered with clouds' of straight 
shafts,** Dhrishtadyumna proceeded towards him in yage and 
accompanied by a mighty force. Then, Q king, the sound-thafc 
arose there of those two large hosts striking each other, resem- 
bled that of matiy oceans lashed into fury by frightful hurri- 
canes. ■ Then Somadatta ’pierced Satyaki with nine arrows;**"*' 
Satyaki, in return, struck that foren\ost of Kuru warriors with 
nine anrows. Deeply pierced in that battle by the mighty and 
firm bowman (Satyaki),** Somadatta sat down on the terrace 
of his car and lost his senses in a swoon. Beholding him 
deprived of his senses, his driver, with great speed,” boro 
away from the battle that great car-warrior, viz., the heroic 
Somadatta. Seeing that Somadatta, afilicted with Ynyudhana’s 
shafts, had lost his senses,*® Drona rnshod with speed, desiring 
to slay the Xadu hero. Beholding the preceptor advance, many 
Pandava warriors headed by Yudhishthira,*' .surrounded that 
illustrious perpetuator of Yadu’s race from desire of rescuing 
him. Then commenced a battle between Drona and the Panda- 
vas,** resembling that between'Vali and the celestials from desire 
of the sovereignty of tho three worlds. Then Bharadwaja’s 
son of gfeat energy shrouded the Pandava host with cloud, s of 
arrows, and pie’rccd Yudhishthira also. And Drona pierced 
Satyaki with tdb arrows, and the son of Pijishata with 
twpnty .**■'* And he pierced Bhimasena with nine arrows, and 
Nakula with five, and Sahadeva with eight, and Cikhandin 
with'a hundred.** And the mighty-armed hero, jiicrccd 6ach of 
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the (fi^e) sans of Draupadi with five afro^* 
yirata with eigl^ arrows and Drppada adth ten.** Andithe 
pierced Y^dhlwnanyu with thrw arrpwsj, and tjttamaujas wkh 
BIX in that encounter* And piercing ' many other combatahjto, 
be rushed towea:ds Yudhisthira;^ The troops* of Pandu’s 
slaughtered by Drona» ran awAy in all directions, from fe^r, O 
kiiig, with loud wails.*® Beholding that host thus slaughtered 
b^ Bronja, Phalguna the son of Pritha, with wrath excited a 
little, quickly proceeded towards the preceptor.*® Beholding then 
that Broha also was proceeding towards Arjun^ in that battle, 
that lust of Yudhishthira, 6 king, once pure rallie^.*^ ‘ ^hen 
oi>ce more ocourred a battle between Dronaand the Pandavas. 
Brona, surrounded, O king, on all sides, by thy sons,^* began to 
consume ^the Pandava h^s^ like fire consuming a heaj) of cotton. 
Beholding him radiant like the Sun and endued with the splen- 
dour of a blazing fire,"*® and fiercely and continually, 0 king, 
emitting his ray-like arrows, with bow incessantly drawn to a 
circle, and scorching everything arouni like the Sun Kimaelf,^* 
and consuming his foes, there was none in .that host that could 
check him. The shafts of Brona, cutting off the heads of all 
those that ventured to approach him in the face, penetrated into 
the Earth, Thus slaughtered by that illustrious warrior, the 
Pandava host,*^**® once more fled away in fear in the very sight 
of Arjuna. Beholding that force, O Bharata, thus routed on 
that night by Brona,*® Jishnu asked Govinda to proceed towards 
Brona’s car. Then he of Ba<jarhas race urged those steeds 
white*as silver or vaccine milk or the Kiinda flower or the 
moon, towards the car of Brona. Bhimasena also, beholding 
Phalguna proceed towards Brona, *^”*® commanded bis owa 
charioteer, saying, — Bear me towards Drona’s division'! — Hear- 
h^g those words of Bhima, his driver Vic;oka urged his steeds/* 
followingdn thf wake, O chief of the Bharatas, of Jishnu of sure 
aim. Beholding the two brothers resolut^ proceeding towards 
Drona’s division,*® tl^e mighty car- warriors among the PanebS- 
las, the Srinjiayas, the Matsyas, the Cbedis, tfie Karushas, the 
3^o§alas, Eiaikeyas, Oking, all followed tbem.*^ Th#» 

O' took plikce a terrible batUe that made the hair to 

stand Wit^i two mighty throngs of cars, Vibhatsu and 
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ho 6 t> the foPmfef 611 the right and the 
latter in the front. Seeii^ those tigers among men, Bhima- 
eena and I)hananjayi^^^^^ engaged), JJhrisEtadyumna, 
O monarch, and Satyaki of great strength, rushed behind. 
Then, O king, ^an uproar arose there in consequence of the two 
hosts striking each other, that resembled the noise made by 
many seas lashed into fury by a tempest. Beholding S^atyafci 
in battle, A^watthaman, filjed with rage^ at the slaughter of 
Somadatta’s son, rushed furiously against that Satwata hero at 
the Van of battle.. Seeing him rush in that battle against the 
c&r of Ciniv’s gr^mdson,®***^® Bhimasena’s son, the gigantic Ma^ 
kshasa Ghatotkacha endued with great strength, rushed at him, 
riding on a huge and terrible car made of black' iron covered 
with bear slcins; Both the height and the width of that large car 
measured thirty nalwas.* Equipt with machines set on proper 
places, its rattle resembled that of a mighty mass of clouds.®^'”** 
No steeds or elephants were yoked unto it, but, instead, beings 
that looked like ^elephants.f On its tall standard perched a 
prince of vultures with outstretched wings and feet, with eyes 
wide-expanded, . and shrieking awfully. And it was^ equipt with 
red flags and docked with the entrails of various animals.®®"*® 
And that huge vehicle was furnished with eight wheels. Riding 
on it, Ghatotkacha was surrounded by a full Akshatihini ot 
fierce-looking Rakshasas armed with lances and heavy olubs 
and rocks and trees. Seeing him advance with uplifted bow and 
•resbfnbling the mace-armed Destroyer himself in the hour of 
universal dissolution, the hostile kings were struck with fear. 
At sight of that prince of RdkehasaSy viz,, Ghatotkacha, looking 
like a mountain summit,' of terrible aspect, frightful, ’^possessed of 
terrible teeth and 'fierce face, with* arrow-like ears and high 
cheek-bones, with stiff hair rising’ upwards, aivful eyes, blazing 
mouth, and sunken belly, with sesophagus wide as a chasm, and 
a diadem on his head, capable of striking* every creature with 
fear,^ possessing jaws wide open like those of the Destroyerj 
endued with great splendour, and capable agitating all foes, 


► * A mliea measured four hundred cubit 
t Nilakaniba explains that these were rict1chas,---T, 



mabasmabata. 

‘advancing towards thy son’s liost, afflict^ with feaw; 

became highly agitated like the cid^t of the Qaagai agitate^ 
.into fierce eddies by (the action of )Hhe win3,*t Terrific by 
the leonine roars uttered by i^abotkacha, Elephants began to 
ejeat urhi and .the kings be®Hi ta treftble,** Then, poured % 
the Ralcshaaas who had become nsbra powerfa! in conseqhbnc^ 
of the night, there began to fiili*‘%n'‘ thil?field of battle a thick 
shower of stones.'* ' And a ceiiele^ shower ef "irptt wheels Sttid 
jihii^iindis and'darts and'lai'nces and sq>cars and^jlTate^dKrtis a|^d 
axes also fell there.*® Beholding that fieretf andabvful ba^^ the 
kings, thy sons, and Kama also, exceedingly pained, fled away.** 
Only the proud son of Drona, ever boatful of his might iii 
arms, stood fearlessly. And he soon dispiiied that illusion 
that had been created by Ghatotkacha.** Upon the destrue* 
tion of his illusion, Ghatotkacha in rage sped fierce shafts (at 
A 9 watthaman). These pierced the son of PrSiia,**, ‘1ike angry 
snakes speedily piercing through an ‘anthill. Thtse arrows, 
having pierced through the body of A(;watthaipan, became dyed, 
with blood** and quickly entered the Earth like snakes into 
an anthill. The light-handed A<jwatthaman, however, of great 
prowess, filled with wrath,** pierced Ghatotkacha with ten 
arrows, Ghatatkocha, deeply pierced in his vital parts by 
' Droiia’s son,*' and feeling great pain, took up a wheel having 
a thousand spokes. Its edge was sharp asm razor, and itVas^^- 
resplendeht as the rising Sun. And it was deck>e<i with diverse 
gems and diamonds.** Desirous of slaying .nim, .the son -of, 
Bhiniasena hurled that wheel at A^watthaman. And as that 
wheel coursed swiftly towards Drona’s son, the lattler cut it 
into fragments by means of his shafts.** Baffled it fell down 
on the,Earth, like the hope cherished by an unfortunate man. 
Beholdingdiis wheel bailed, Ghatotkacha quickly** covered the 
son of Drona ipth his shafts like Bahu swallowing the Sun. 
Meanwhile, Ghatotkacha’s son endued with great splendour aftd 
looking ^e a mas* of antimony*® chocked the advancing son 
of Drona'likft tho; king. of mountains (Merii) checkihg the’ 
(eburw^jWf ^bhe) wind. Afflicted with shetwers of shai^ by 
Bhimaaena’s’ grandson, vis,, the brave Anjanapan'art, A^wat- 
thaina.i looked lite the mountaiu Mcru bcaring a torrent' of 



D»ONA PARVA. 405 

frow^ Then 4^5waltb5man, equal unto 

KudrA or/ Upeildra in ^4l^oiye^, becanoe filled with rage.**-** ^ 
With ojle shaft he cut off ||tg standard of Anjanaparvan ; 
With two others, his tiro drlverfj^^and with three others, his 
Trivenuka}^ And he c|l% off the iJ(t&6‘A«sas bow with one 
arrow, and his four ^tatecds with four *other arrows. iSAde 
earless, Aqj^naparvan tq^k u.p a scimitar. With another 
kfen A^atth5ih%n cut off into two fragments that 

scimitair, decked witl^ golden stars,- in the Rdkshasa a hand. 
The grandson of Hidimva then, O king, whirling a gold- 
decked mace, quickly hurlqd it at A(;wa4tham'an. Drona’s 
son, however, striking it with his shafts, Caused it to fall 
♦down on the Earth. Soaring up then into the sky, Anjana- 
parvan began* tq^oar like a black cloud.t*'*** And from the 
welkin he'showered trees opon -his foe. Like the Sun piercing 
a mass of clouds with his rays* A^watthaman then began to 
pierce with his shafts the sou of Ghatotkacha, that receptacle 
of illusions, in the welkin. Gifted with great energy, the 
Rdkdiasa once'^more came down on his .gold-decked 
He then looked like a high and beautiful hiU of antimony on 
the surface of the Earth. The son of Drona then slew- that 
son of Bhimas son; viz\i Anjanaparvan, cased in an iron coat 
of mail, even as Mahadeva had slain in days of yore the Asura . 
Andhaka. Beholding his mighty son slain by Aqwattha- 
man,*®**® Ghatotkacha, coming unto the son of Drona, fearless- 
ly addressed the heroic son of Caradwat s daughter who was 
then consuming the Pandava troops like a raging forest-conflag- 
ration, in these words.®* ^ • 

'Ghatotkacha said, — Wait, wait, O son of Drona ! Thou 
shalt not escape me with life ! 1 shall slay thee today like 

Agni's son slaying if ?*ttU7icAa ♦ 

“ ‘Aqwatthaman said, — Go, O son, and fight with others, O 
thou *that hast the prowess of a celestial ! It is not proper, O 
soi^ of Hiding va, that sire should battle with son !*l* I do not 

* A^^watUifimati and the F&udavas were like brothers, for both were 

disciplea of Biona. Ghatotkacha, therefore, having been Bhima’a sou 

yLM A§wattiftman*s brother’s son.— T. 
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cherish »ny wrath Agaiit^ tbee, ao« Hidi^vA I Whph, ho???'; 
evfiTr one's wrath is excited, may kill one's own solf !**—' . 

Sanjaya continued, — ^‘Having 'heard these words. Qhatotka? 
cha^ filled with grief on account of fhe fall of his sohand mth 
eyes red as copper in wrath, app|oached A9watth&man and 
said,'* — ^Am I a dastafd in battle, 0 son of Prona, like a vul- 
gar person, that thou afrightest me thus with words ? These 
thy words are improper '** Verily, I have .been begot by Bhima 
in the celebrated race of the Eurtis ! I am a . son of the P&nda- 
vas, those heroes that never retreat from battl^ !” I am the 
king of the Ildkahg,sas, equal to the Ten-necked (Eavana) in 
might ! Wait, Wait, O son of Drona ! Thou shalt not escape 
me with life !’* I shall today on the field of battle dispell thy* 
desire for fight ! — Having thus replied unto AQwatthaman, that 
mighty E ifcahasa, , with eyes red as copper in rage,” rushed 
furiously against the son of Drdna like a lion against a prince 
of elephants. And Ghatotkacha began to shower upon that 
bull among car- warriors, viz., Drona’s son, shafts of the measure 
of the Alesha of a battle-car, like a cloud pourftig torrents of 
rain. Drona’s son, however, with his own shafts, dispelled 
that arrowy shower before it could reach him.*‘’*T* At that 
time it seemed that another encNOunte'r was 'taking place in 
the welkin between shafts (as the combatants). The welkin 
then, during that' night, shone resplendent with the sparks 
caused by the clash of those weapons as if with (myriads 
of) fire flies. Observing that his illusion was dispelled by 
Drona’s son proud of his prowess in battle,*®'"' Ghatotkacha, 
once mCrq making himself invisible, created an illusion. He 
assumed the form of a high mountain, crowded with Cliffs and 
trees,*®* and possessing fountains from which ceaselessly flowed 
spears and lances and swords and heavy clubs. 'Beholding that 
mountain like a mass of antimony, with countless weapons 
falling .^rom it, prona’s son'was not at all moved. The latter 
invoked into ex^teime the Vajra weapon.*'®*"* That prince 
t4 mountains th|n, struck with that weapon, was quickly des- 
treyod. Then ;th| Ea/esA^a, becoming a mass of blup clouds 

* I. 0 ., the weapon endnel with the forje of the thttader.-~T. 
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in the firmamentj decked with rain-bow/’^ began to furiously 
shower upon Drona’s son in that battle a downpour of stones 
and rocks. Then that foremost of all persons acquainted with 
weapons, viz., A^watthaman, aiming the Vdyavya weapon/®* 
destroyed that blue cloud which had risen on the firmament. 
Drona’s son, that foremost of men, covering then all the points 
of the compass with his shafts, slew a hundred thousand ^ar- 
warriors. He beheld Ghatotkacha then fearlessly conifng to- 
wards him with bent bow and accompanied by a large number 
of Rdhshasas that resembled lions or tigers or elephants of 
infuriate prowess/®^”^^^ some riding on elephants, some on cars, 
and some on steeds. The son of Hidimva was accompanied by 
those fierce followers of his, with frightful faces and lieads and 
necks.“* Those R-xkt^hasas consisted of both Paidasthyas and 
Ydtiidhdiias.^^ Their prowess was equal to that of Indra him- 
Belf. They were armed with diverse kinds of weapons and 
cased in diverse kinds of armour.“® Of terrible visage, they 
swelled wilih rage. Ghatotkacha came to battle, accompanied 
by those Rxksh'isas, who were, indeed, incapable of being 
easily defeated in battle. Beholding them, thy son Duryo- 
dhana became exceedingly cheerless. Unto him the son of 
Drona said,-— Wait, O Duryodhana ! Thou needst have no 
fear Stand aside with these thy heroic brother* and these 
lords of Earth endued with the prowess of Indra 1 I will slay 
thy foes ! Defeat thou shalt not have 1 I tell thee truly ! 
Meanwhile, assure thy troops ! — 

“ 'Duryodhana said, — I do not regard what thou sayest to 
be at all wonderful, since thy heart is large ! 0 son of Gauta- 

ma’s daughter, thy regard for us is great ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having said those words unto A(;wat- 
thaman, he then addressed the son of Suvala, saying, — Dhanan- 
jaya is engaged in battle, surrounded by a hundred thousand 
car-warriors of great valour ! Go thou against him, with sixty 
thousand cars 1 Kama also, and Vrishasona, and Kripa, and 
Nila,“*"*® and the Northerners, and Kritavarmanf and the sons 
of Purumitra, and Dusejasana, and Nikumbha, and Kunda- 

* Diff.rent species of Ildtskaxas. — T. 
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vediu,**® and Puranjaya, and Dridaratha, and Patakin, and 
Hemapunjaka, and Calya, and Aruni, and Indrasena, and San- 
jaya, and Vijaya, and Jay and Kamalaksha, and Parakra- 
thin, and Jayadharman, and Sudar^ana, — these will follow thee, 
with sixity thousand foot-soldiers.*^® 0 uncle, slay Bhima and 
the twins and king Yudhishthira the just, like the chief of 
th» celestials slaying the A suras ! My hope of victory is on 
thee !*®® Already deeply pierced by Drona’s son with shafts, all 
their limbs have been exceedingly mangled. Slay the sons 
of Kunti, O uncle, like Agni's son (Kartikeya) slaying the 
A surras — Thus addressed by thy son, Cakuni proceeded 
quickly for destroying the Pandavas, filling thy sons, O king, 
with delight 

“ ‘Meanwhile, 0 king, the battle that took place between the 
Rlkshasa and the son of Drona on that night was exceedingly 
terrible like that between Cakra and Pralhada (in days of old).*®* 
Ghatotkacha, filled with rage, struck Drona s son in the chest 
with ten powerful shafts fierce as poison or fire.**"^ Deeply 
pierced with those shafts sped by the son of Bhimasena, 
A(;watthaman trembled on the terrace of his car like a tall tree 
shaken by the tempest.*** Once more, Ghatotkacha, with a 
broad-headed shaft, quickly cujb off the bright bow that was 
in the hands of Dronas son.**® The latter then, taking up 
another bow capable of bearing a groat strain, showered keen 
arrows (upon his foe) like a cloud pouring torrents of rain.**® 
Then the son of Caradwat’s daughter, O Bharata, sped many 
sky -ranging and foe-slaying arrows v/inged with gold towards 
the sky-ranging RdJcshasa.'^^ Afflicted with those shafts of 
A^watthaman, that vast force of broad-chested Rdkshasas 
looked like a herd of infuriate elephants afflicted by lions.*** 
Consuming with his arrows those Rdkshasas with their steeds, 
drivers, and elephants, he blazed forth like the adorable Agni 
while consuming creatures at the end of the Yuga}^^ Having 
burnt with his shafts a full Akska/uhini of Rdkshasa troops, 
A^watthamaw shone resplendent like the divine Mahe^wara in 
heaven after the burning of the tripple city.***^ That foremost 

* Tripura^ belonging to an Aiura of the same name. — T. 
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of victors, viz», Drona’s son, having burnt thy foes, shone 
brilliantly like the blazing ruga&re after having burnt all cresr 
tures at the end of the Fugfa.*** Then Ghatotkacha, filled .withr 
rage, urged that vast Ralcshasa force on, saying, — Slay the son 
of Drona — That command of Ghatotkacha was obeyed* by 
those terrible Bdkshasas of bright teeth, large faces, frightful 
aspects,'*^ gaping mouths, long tongues and eyes blazing with 
wrath. Causing the Earth to be filled with their loud leonine 
roars,*®* and armed with diverse kinds of weapons, they rushed 
against the son of Drona for slaying him. Endued with fierce 
prowess, those Rdkshasas, with eyes red in wrath, fearlessly 
hurled at Agwatthaman’s head hundreds and thousands of darts, 
Vkxid patdgnis, and spiked maces, and and long lances, 

and axes, and scimitars, and maces, and short arrows, and 
heavy clubs, and battle-axes, and spears, and swords, and 
lances, and Knnapas, and polished Kampetnas, and Sthulas, 
and rockets, and stones, and vessels of (hot) treacle, and sthunas 
made of black iron, and mallets, all of terrible forms and cap- 
able of destroying foes.*®®"'^* Beholding that thick shower of 
weapons falling upon the head of Drona’s son, thy warriors 
were much pained.**® The son of Drona, however, fearlessly 
destroyed with his whetted shafts endued with the force of the 
thunder that frightful shower of weapons looking like a risen 
cloud.*** Then the high-souled son of Drona, with other wea- 
pons equipt with golden wings and inspired by mantras with the 
force of celestial arms, speedily slew many Rdkshasas^^^ Afflicted 
with those shafts, that vast force of broad-chested Edkshasaa 
looked like a herd of infuriate elephants afflicted by lions.*** 
Then those mighty Rdkshasas, thus afflicted by Drona*s son, 
became filled with fury and rushed against the former.**^ The 
prowess that the son of Drona. then showed was exceedingly 
wonderful, for the feat he achieved is incapable of being achiev- 
ed by any other being among living creatures,**® since, alone and 
unsupported, that warrior acquainted with high and mighty 
weapons burnt that Rdkshasa force with his blazing shafts in the 
very sight of that prince of Rdkshasas^^^ Whilst consuming that 
Rdkshasa force, Drona’s son in that battle shone'Tesplenderit like 
the Samvariaka fire while burning all creatures at the end of 
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the Indeed, amongst those thousands of kings and 

those Pandavas, O Bharata, there was none, except that mighty 
prin'ce of the Rdkahasaa, viz,, the heroic Ghatotkacha, capable 
of oven looking at the son of Drona in that battle, who was thus 
employed in consuming their ranks with his shafts resembling 
snakes of virulent poison/*^"*** The Edksham, Q chief of the 
Bharatas, with eyes rolling in wrath, striking his palms, and 
biting his (nether) lip,**^ addressed his own driver, saying, — 
Bear me towards the son of Drona ! — Kiding on that formidable 
car equipt with triumphal banners, that slayer of foes once more 
proceeded against Drona s son desiring a siiigle combat with 
the latter. Endued with terrible prowess, the Rdkshasa, 
uttering a loud leonine roar, hurled in that encounter at Dronab 
son, having whirled it (previously), a terrible Agani of celestial 
workmanship and equipt with eight bells.* Drona s son, 
however, jumping down from his car, having left his bow 
thereon, seized it and hurled it back at Ghatotkacha himself. 
Ghatotkacha, meanwhile, had quickly alighted from his car.**^ 
That formidable u4fani, of dazzling effulgence, having reduced 
to ashes the Rahshasas vehicle with steeds and driver and 
standard, entered the Earth, having pierced her through.*®* 
Beholding that feat of Drona s son, viz,, his having jumped 
down and seized that terrible Agani of celestial workmanship, 
all creatures applauded it.**® Proceeding then, 0 king, to 
Dlirishtadyumna’s car, Bhiraasena's son, taking up a terrible 
bow that resembled the large bow of Iridra himself,*** once more 
sped many keen shafts at the illustrious son of Drona. Dhrish- 
tadyumna also fearlessly shot at A^watthaman s chest many 
foremost of shafts equipt with wings of gold and resembling 
snakes of virulent poison. Then Drona’s son shot arrows and 
long shafts by thousands.*®***** * Those two heroes, however, viz,, 
Ghatotkacha and Dlyishtadyumna, struck and baffled A<;wat- 
thamari s shafts by means of their own shafts whose touch re- 
sembled th^t of fire. The battle then that took place between 
those two lions among men (on the one side) and the son of 

♦ Agani literally means the thunder. Probably, some kind of iron 
mace,— T. 
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Drona (on the other) became fierce in the extreme and gladden- 
ed all the combatants, 0 of Bharata s race ! Then, accoifi- 
panied by a thousand cars, three hundred elephants,^®®*®^ and^six 
thousand horse, Bhiraasena arrived at that spot. The virtuous 
son of Drona, however, endued as he was v ith prowess that 
knew no fatigue, continued to fight with the heroic son of 
Bhima and with Dhrishtadyumna supported by his followers.^ 
The prowess then that Drona’s son displayed on that occasion 
was exceedingly wonderful/*^®**^ inasmuch as, 0 Bharata, none 
else amongst all creatures is capable of accomplishing such 
feats. Within the twinkling of an eye, he destroyed, by means 
of his sharp shafts, a full Akshauhini of Rdkshasa troops with 
steeds, drivers, cars, and elephants, in the very sight of Bhima- 
sena and Hidimva s son and Prishata^s son*®* and the twins and 
Dharmas son and Vijaya and Achyuta."!- Deeply struck with 
the straight-going shafts (of A^watthaman),**® elephants fell 
djwn on the Earth like crestless mountains. Strewn all around 
with the lopped off trunks of elephants, that moved still in 
convulsions, the Earth looked beautiful as if overspread with 
mjving snakes. And the Earth looked resplendent with golden 
staves and royal umbrellas, like the firmament at the end 
of the Yuga bespangled with planets and stars and many moons 
and suns. And Drona’s son caused a bloody river of impetu- 
ous current to flow there. The blood of elephants and steeds 
and combatants formed its water. Tall standards formed its 
frogs. Drums formed its large tortoises ; umbrellas, its rows of 
swans; yak-tails in profusion, its froth ; Kanlcas and vultures, 
its crocodiles ; weapons in profusion, its fishes ; large elephants, 
the stones and rocks on its banks ; elephants and steeds, its 
sharks ; cars, its unstable and broad banks ; and banners, its 
beautiful rows of trees. Having shafts for its (smaller) fishes, 
that frightful river had lances and darts and swords for its 


* Tlje Benjral texts read UtkrhhtaMkramof. The correct reading 
Qeema to be AkUahta-vihramaB. Then again, Sahanvjam seema to be in- 
accurate. I follow the Bombay reading Sahanugam.---T, 

t Ackyuta^ when used as a proper noun, refers to Krifehna. It means 
— ‘of unfading glory’ and not ‘the immortal one.’ — T. 
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snakes ; marrow and flesh for it?s mire, and trunkless bodies 
floating on it for its rafts. And it was choked with the h^r 
(of men and animals) for its moss. And it inspired the timid 
with cheerlessness and fear. And the wails of combatants con- 
stituted its frightful roar. And bloody waves were seen on its 
surface. Rendered frightful by means of the foot-soldiers 
with which it teemed, Yama’s abode was the ocean towards 
which it flowed. Having slain the Rdkahasas, Drona*s son 
then began to afflict the son of Hidimva with his arrows.^’* 
Filled once more with rage, the puissant son of Drona, having 
pierced with many shafts those mighty car- warriors, viz., the 
Parthas including Vrikodara and the sons of Prishata, slew 
Suratha, one of the sons of Drupada. Then he slew in that 
battle Suratha's younger brother named Catrunjaya.^’®""*® And 
then he slew Valanika and Jayanika, and Jay a. And once 
more, with a keen shaft, Drona’s son, uttering a leonine roar,*** 
slew Prishadhru, and then the proud Chandrasena. And then 
he slew with ten arrows the ten sons of Kuntibhoja.*** Then, 
O king, Drona s son despatched Crutayush to the abode of 
Yama. With three other keen shafts equipt with beautiful 
wings and red eyes,*®* he despatched the mighty Cafcrunjaya to 
the region of Cakra.** Then A^watthaman, filled with rage, 
fixed on his bowstring a fierce and straight arrow.*®* Drawing 
the string to his ear, he quickly shot that fierce and excellent 
arrow resembling the rod of Death himself, aiming at Ghatot- 
kacha.*®® That mighty shaft, equipt with beautiful wings, 
pas3ing through the chest of the Rdkshasa, O lord of Earth, 
entered the Earth, piercing through it.**® Ghatotkacha there- 
upon fell down on the car. Beholding him fallen down and 
believing him to be dead, the mighty car-warrior Dhrishta- 
dyumna took him away from the presence of Drona's son and 
caused him to be placed upon another car.*®’^ Thus, O king, 
that car-force of Yudhishthira turned away from the fight. 
The heroic son of Drona then, having vanquished his foes, 
uttered a loudiroar. And he was worshipped by all men and 

* Slight differences are observable between the Bengal and the Bom- 

bay tetts ins rsgards the last three verses.— T. 
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all thy sons. O site The Earth, strewn all around with the 
fallen bodies of dead Rakfihasaa pierced and mangled with 
hundreds of arrows, became fierce-looking and impassable as if. 
strewn with mountain summits.*^® Then Siddhas and Oandhar- 
vas and Pigachaa, and Ndgas, and birds, and Fitris, and rave;is, 
and largo numbers of cannibals and ghosts, and Apaaras. and ce- 
lestials, all combined in highly applauding the son of Drona/ 


Section CLVII. 

*‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding the sons of Drupada, as also 
those of Kuntibhoja, and Rdkahasaa too in thousands, slain by 
the son of Drona,* Yudhishthira, and Bhimasena, and Dhrishta- 
dyumna the son of Prishata, and Yuyudhana, uniting together, 
set their hearts firmly on battle * Then Somadatta, once more 
filled with rage upon beholding Satyaki in that battle, covered 
the latter, O Bharata, with a dense shower of arrows.* Then 
took place a battle, fierce and exceedingly wonderful to behold, 
between thy warriors and those of the foe, both parties being 
solicitous of victory.** Fighting on behalf of Satyaki, Bhima 
pierced the Kaurava hero with ten shafts. Somadatta, how- 
ever, in return, pierced that hero with a hundred arrows.* 
Then Satwata, filled with rage, pierced with ten keen shafts 
endued with the force of the thunder, that old warrior afflicted 
with grief on account of the death of his son, and who was, 
besides, endued with every estimable virtue like Yayati the 
son of Nahusha. Having pierced him with great force, he 
struck him once more with seven arrows.*"*’^ Then, fighting 
for the sake of Satyaki, Bhimasena hurled at the head of Soma- 
datta a new, hard, and terrible Parigha} Satyaki also, filled 
with rage, sped at Somadatta’s chest, in that battle, an excel- 
lent shaft, keen and equipt with goodly wings and resembling 
fire itself in splendour.® The Parigha^ and the shaft, both 
terrible, fell simultaneously upon the body of the heroic Soma- 
datta. That mighty car-warrior thereupon fell »down.*® Be- 
holding his son (Somadatta) thus fallen into a swoon, Valhika 


♦ Toil is a triplet. — T. 
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rushed at Satyaki, scattering showers of arrows like a cloud in 
season." Then Bhima, for S&tyaki’s sake, afflicted the illus- 
trious Valhika with nine shafts and pierced him therewith at 
the van of battle.** The mighty-armed son of Pratipa then 
(v^z., Valhika), filled with great wrath, hurled a dart at the 
chest of Bhima, like Purandara himself hurling the thunder.** 
Struck therewith, Bhima trembled (on his car) and swooned 
away.* The mighty warrior then, recovering his senses, hurled 
a mace at his opponent.** Hurled by the son of Pandu, that 
mace snatched away the head of Valhika, who thereupon fell 
down lifeless on the Earth like a tree struck down by light- 
ning.** Upon the slaughter of that bull among men, viz., the 
heroic Valhika, ten of thy sons, each of whom was equal unto 
Kama the son of Da^aratha in prowess, began to afflict Bhima.** 
They were Nagadatta, and Dridaratha, and Viravahu, and Ayo- 
bhuja, and Dridha, and Suhasta, and Virajas, and Pramatha, 
and Ugrayayin.*' Beholding them, Bhimasena became filled 
with rage. He then took up a number of arrows, each capable 
of bearing a great strain. Aiming at each of them one after 
another, he sped those arrows at them, striking each in his 
vital part.** Pierced therewith, they fell down from their cars, 
deprived of energy and life, like tall trees from mountain clifis, 
broken by a tempest.** Having with those ten shafts slain 
those ten sons of thine, Bhima shrouded the favourite son 
of Kama with showers of arrows.*® Then the celebrated Vrika- 
ratha, brother of Kama, pierced Bhima with many arrows. 
The mighty Pandava, however, soon disposed of him effec- 
tually.** Slaying next, O Bharata, seven car-warriors among 
thy brothers-in-law, with his shafts, the heroic Bhima pre.<>sed 
Catachandra down into the Earth.** Unable to bear the 
slaughter of the mighty car-warrior Catachandra, Cakuni’s 
brothers, viz., the heroic Gavdksha and Carabha and Bibhu,** 
and Subhaga and Bhanudatta, those five mighty car- warriors, 
rushing towards Bhimasena, attacked him with their keen 
shafts. ThwB attacked with those shafts like a mountain with 
torreofe* of rain,**^ Bhima slew those five mighty kings with 




miny foremost' 

“ ‘Tl{en Yudkishtljira, filled with wrath, began to desti^ 
thy ranks, in the; very sight, O sinless one, of the Pof-Bbrn 
(Drpna) and of thy son!** Indeed, with his shafts, Yudhiaix- 
thira began to despatch to the regions of Yama tho Amvash- 
tas, the Malavas, the brave Trigartas, and^ the Civis,*' • And 
cutting off the Abhisahas, the Curasgnas, tho Valhikas, and 
tho Vajhtis, he caused the Earth to be miry with flesh and 
blood.** And he also despatched within a trice, by means of 
many shafts, to Yanaa's domains, the Yaudheyas, the Malavas. 
and large numbers, O king, of the Madrakas.** Then' a loud 
uproar arose in the vicinity of Yudhishthira’s car, amid which 
was heard, — Slay, Seize, Gap*ture, Pierce, Cut into pieces !** — 
Beholding him thus slaying and routing thy troops, Drona, 
urged on by thy son, shrouded YudhiShthira with showers of 
shafts.** . Drona, filled with great wrath, struck Yudhishthira 
with the Vayavyoi weapon. The son of Paudu, however, baffled 
that celestial weapon with a similar weapon of his own. Seeing 
his weapon baffled, the son of Bharadwaja, filled with great 
wrath and desirous of slaying the son of Pandu, sped at 
Yudhishthira diverse celestial weapons such as the Varuna, 
the Yiimya’ the Xgneya, the T^slitra and the SHvitra. Tho 
misrhty-armed Pandava, however, conversant with morality, 
fearlessly baffled all those weapons of the Pot-born that were 
hurled or in course of being hurled at him. Then the Pot-born, 
striving to accomplish his vow**“** and desirous also, for thy 
son’s good, to slay the son of Dharma, invoked into existence, 

O Bharata, the A indraand the PrSjdpatya weapons.** Then 
that foremost one of Kuru’s race (vis., Yudhishthira), of the 
gait of the elephant or the lion, fit broad chest and large and 
red eyes, and endued with energy scarcely inferior, (to that of 
Drona), invoked into exisionco the il/dAemJ;ra weapon. With 
that he haffled the weapon of Drona.** Seeing all his weapons 
baffled, Drona, filled with wrath, and desirous of aciiomplishing 
the d#ruotion of Yudhishthira, invoked into existence the / 
BrSAma weapon.** Enveloped as we then were by a thibk 
gloomj we could not observe what passed, All creature? also, 

Q4> 
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O monarch, 61104 with g^at t|if 

Bta&ma weapon nplifted, K aula’s son 

it with a Brahma weapon of hia own/^ Then Ml the, 
forffmost warriors applauded those two bulls among men, 
P^ona and Yudhishthira, those great bowmen ac<jaainte4 wi^li 
every mode of warfare,** Abandoning Yudhishthira, Profi!#! 
then,* with eyes red as copper in rage, began to consume the 
division of Drupada with the Vdyavya weapon** Slaughterecl 
by Drona, the Panchalas fled away from fear, in the very sight 
of Bhimaseua and of the illustrious Partba.** Then the 
diadom-decked (Arjuna) and *Bhimasena, checking that flight 
of their troops, suddenly encountered that hostile force with 
two largo throngs of cars.** Vibhatsu attacking the right and 
Vrikodara the left, Bharadwaja's son was encountered with two 
mighty showers of shafts.** Then the Kaikayas, the Srinjayas, 
and the Panchalas of great energy followed the two brothers, 
<) king, acicompanied by the Matsyas, and the SfUwatas.** 
Then the Bharata host, slaughtered Sy the diadem-decked 
(Arjuna) and overcome with sleep and the darkness, began to 
break. Drona, and tby son himself, endeavoured to rally 
them. The combatants, however, O king, were incapable of 
being then checked in their flight.' *’*• 


Section CLVIII, 

‘ Saiijaya said, — ‘Beholding that vast host of the Pandavas 
swelling with rage and regarding it to be incapable of being 
resisted, thy son Duryodhana, addressing Katrna, said these 
words :* — O thou that art devoted to friends, that hour hath 
now come in respect of thy friends (when thy help is most 
needed)! O Kama, save in* battle all my warriors !* bur 
combatants are now encompassed on all sides by the Panchalas, 
the Kaikeyaa, the Matsyas, and the mighty car- warriors of 
the Pkndav^, all filled with rage and resembling hissing 
^ the Pandavas, solicitous of victory^ are 

roaring 1 The vast car-force of the Panchalas is possess- 
ed of the ^wes| ^ — 

* ‘Kar^ ;repliBd, — If Purandara himself were to come hither 
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‘ for gnickly vanquiabing etan him, I would slaj 

aon of Panda !* I^H tbee tral^ 1 ISe c^oored, O BhSrata f 
I will alay the sons of #ftndu and all the v^etnbled Fanchalsa <♦ 
I will give tliee victory like P&vaka’s aon giving victory dSl^ 
VSSava t 1 shall do what is agreeable to thee, in this jbattt# 
l^at hSS come !' Amongst all the Firthas, Ph&lguna is 
Stroiigesl At him I will hurl the fatal d^t Cakra’s Wo^k* 
raanship.* Upon the doath of that great, bowman, his brdtherSi 
O giver of honors, will either surrender themselves unto thee 
or once more retire into tho forest !’ When / am alive, O 
Kauravya, never indulge in any grief! / will vanquish in 
battle all the Fandavas united together,*^ -and all the Fanchfe- 
las, the Kaikeyas, and the Yrtshnis assembled togetlrer ! Mak- 
ing porcupines of them by means of my arrowy showers, I will 
give thee the Earth !‘‘ — ’ 

"Sanjaya continued, — ‘While Karna was uttering those 
words, Kripa, the mighty-armed son of Caradwat, smiling tho 
’ while, addressed the SitAa’s son in these words — Thy speech 
is fair, 0 Kama ! If words alone could lead to success, then with 
thee, 0 son of Radha, .as his protector, this bull among the 
Kurus would" be considered to have the amplest measure of pro- 
tection!*® Thou boastest much, jO Karna, in the presence of the 
Kurn chief, but thy iwowoss is seldom witnessed, )ior, indeed, 
any result (of thy boastful speeches) !** Many a time have wa 
seen thee encounter the sons of Pandu in battle. On every one 
of those occasions, 0 SxiUc’s son, thou htwt been vanquished by 
the Fandavas.'* While Dhritarashtra’s son was being taken 
away (as a captive) by the Gaiulharvaa, all the troops fought 
on that occasion except thy siiigle self who was the first to fly 
away !“ In Virata’s city also, all the Kauravas, united to- 
gether, including thyself and thy younger brother, were van- 
quished by Partha in battle#® * Thou art not a match for oyeii 
o ne of the sons of Fandu, viz., Phalguna,rf)n the field of battle ! 
How then canst thou venture to vanquish all the sons of Ffihdu 
with Krishna at their head ?** Thou indulgest in tqo.much brag, 
& Siita’a aon ! Engage thyself in battle wHhout saying arty- 
thing ! To put forth prowess without indulging im bVag irt; tho 
d tty 'of good meii.‘“ Ever roaring a1o«d, f*) sobvUlrtl 



dry clouds of a^itiunn, (feowast ifeysellt 0 IRtow 
vriSbbutr SttlBtaace l The ^inig^ bO'i«Sversh i^ai>i^ 
Thouriiatasfc, O son of Eihiha, as long i» tboo 
IK§ son of Pfhhla These thy roars disap^ar when ilioo aeeai 
Pirtha near !*’ Indeed, thou roarest as long as thou art ^oat of 
the range of Phalguna’s shafts. These roars of thine dbaj^pwgr 
irhen thou art pierced with PSrtha’s shafts;** Bjrtiatriyas etineo- 
their Eminence by roeans of their arms ; Brahmanas, by means 
of speech ; Arjuna evinces his by moans of the bow ; but Kamait 
by the castle? he build? in the air.** Who is there that will resbt 
that Partha who gratified Rudra himself (in battle) ? — Thus idled 
by Caradwat’s son,** Karna that foremost of sroiters, answered 
Kripa in the fallowing strain •.-—Heroes always roar like clouds 
in the season of rains,** and, like seeds put in the soil, qnicWy 
yield fruits. I do not see any fault in heroes that take great 
burdens on their shoulders indulging in boastful speeches on 
the field of battle ! When a person mentally resolves to boar 
a burden,**"*' destiny itself aids him in the execution. Wish- 
ing in my heart to bear a great burden, I always summon 
sufficient resolution.** If, slaying the sons of Pandu with 
Krishna and the Satwatas in battle, I indulge in such roars, 
what is it to thee, O Brahmana ?*’ They that are hwoes neyer 
roar fniifclessly like autumnal clouds. Conscious of their own 
might, the wise indulge in roars !** In my heart I am deter- 
mined to vanquish in battle today Krishna and Partha united 
together and fighting with resolution ! It is for this that I roar, 
O son of Gotama I** Behold the fruit of these my roars, O 
Brahmana ! Slaying the sons of Pandu in battle, with all 
their followers and Krishna and the Satwatas, I will bestow on 
Duryodliana the whole Earth without a thorn in it !** — 

“ ‘Kripa said,— -Little do I reck, O Suta’s son, these delirious 
sayings of thine discovering tliy I^houghts, not de^s ! Thou 
always speako.st in depreciation of the two Krishnas and king 
Yudhishthira the just !** He, O Kama, is certain to have the 
yictory who ^h pn his side these two heroes skilled in battle! 

Krishna 4’^^ Arjuna are incapable of being defeated by 
the eel^tiale> f>h4 Oandharm,s the Fa/esAoe, human beings, 
the JTcfjjree, all clad in mail. Yudhishtiiil'a the 



is devoted to the Se . is tewjbMdl 

lit«petolt«nd self-restoikiiied. Ho fevorettete tt^o PiPH4----m/$- 
(be delSies; fie is dofoted^o the pvaclioe ^ truth and righte' 
euStieasi fie is, again, skilled in weapoite* Possessed of g/^SST 
inteitige^e, ho is also grateful.**"** His brothers are all eth 
dued with great might and well-practised in all weapons. They 
are devoted to the service of their seniors. Possessed of wis- 
dom and- fame, they are also righteoiys in their praotices.** 
Their kinsmen and relatives are all endued with the prowess of 
Indra. Effectual smiteVs, they are all exceedingly devoted to 
the Pandavas. Dlirishtadyumna, and Cikhandin, and Janamo- 
jaya the son of Durmuksha,** and Chandrasena,'and Madra- 
sena, and Kirtivarman, and Dhruva, and Dhara, and Vasu- 
chandra, and Sutejana,** the sons of Drupada, and Drnpada 
himself conversant with hicrh and mighty weapons, and tho 
king of the Matsyas also with his younger brothers all reso- 
lutely struggling for their sake,*® and Gajanika, and Crutanika, 
and Virabhadra, and Sudar 5 ana, and Orutadhwaja, and Vala- 
nika, and Jayftnika, and Jayapriya,** and Vijaya, and Labdha- 
laksha, and <Tayai;wa, and Kamarasha, and the handsome 
brothers of Vu'tita.** and the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva), 
and the (five) sdns of Draupadi, and the Jtdkskasa Ghatot- 
kacha, are all fighting for the PSndavas. The sons of Pandu, 
therefore, will not meet with destruction.** These and many 
other hosts (of heroes) are for the son of Pandu. Without 
doubt, the entire universe with the celestials, the A suras, and 
human beings,** with all the tribes of Yakshas and Rakshas, 
and with all the elephants and snakes and other creatures, can 
be annihilated by Bhima and Phalguna by the prowess of their 
weapona** As regards Yudhishthira also, he can, with angry 
eyes only, consume the whole world 1 How, O Karna, canst 
thou venture to vanquish tho|ie foes in battle for whom Caurin 
of immeasurabla might hath clad himself in mail ? This, 
O Buta's son, is a great folly on thy part, since thou alwiaya 
venturest to contend with Caurin himself in battle !**"**~' 

, ‘‘Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus addressed (by feripa), finrha 
the son of Bg.dha, 0 bull of Bharata’s race , smiling the . while, 
said these words unto the pjreceptor Kripa the son ' of <^ra- 
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are incapable of being vanquished by the very Ifwii 
with Vksava at their head, and the J)aUym;%hii YtMv^ 
smd the ^RiSkshosncs.** For all that, / will vanquish the F&iif:^' 
thus with the help of the dart given me by Yasava ! iDhc^ 
knoweit, O Brahmana. that the dart given me by Oakra isin* 
capable of being baifled.*'. With that I wBi klay Savyaskchin in 
battle 1 Upon Arjuna’s fall, Krishna and the uterine brothers 
of Arjuna** will never be able to enjoy the (sovereignty of the) 
Earth without Arjuna (to aid them) ! All of them, therefore, 
will perish. This Earth then, with her seas,” will remain 
subject to the chief of the Kurus, O Gautama, without costing 
him any efforts ! In this world everything, without doubt, 
becomes attainable by policy.** Knowing this, I indulge in 
these rears, O Gautama ! As regards thyself, thou art old, a 
Brahmana by birth, and unskilled in battle !** Thou bearest 
much affection for the Pandavas ! It is for this thou insultest 
;me thus ! If, O Brahmana, thou tellest me again such words 
as these,” I shall then, drawing out my scimitar, cut off thy 
tongue, O wretch ! Thou desirest, O Brabtnana, to applaud 
the Pandavas,*^ for frightening all the troops and the Kaura- 
vas, O thou of wretched understanding ! As regards this also, 
O Gautama, listen to what I say !** Duryodhana, and Drona, 
and Cakuni, and Durmukha, and Jaya, and Dus^ksana, and 
Yrishasena, and the ruler of the Madras, and thyself too,** 
and Somadatta, and Bhima, and Dyona’s son, and Viving^ati, — 
all these heroes skilled in battle, — are here, clad in mail '** 
What foe b there, endued with even the prowess of Cakra, that 
would vanqubh these in battle ? All those I have named are 
hmMMS, skilled in weapons, endued with great might, solicitous 
of admisssion into heaven,*'* conversant with morality, and 
skilled in baktle ! = They would slay tho very gods in fight 1 
'3%«8e will take their places on the field for slaying the Fanda- 
vaiil* ^clad in mail on behalf of Dnryodhana desirous of vbtory 1 


* By filling on t|he fielil of battle,**-T. 
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tnen.'* When the 

tKia himself lieth. pierced with a hundred arrows, as also Y^aav^ 
na, rntd Jayadratha,*^ and Bhurieravais, and Jaya, aad Jaiar' 
stMidha, and Sudakshina, and Gala, that foremost of car^waTnets,^ 
and Bhagadatta of great energy,*^ I say, when these and many , 
others, incapable of being easily vanquished by the very, gods; 
heroes all and mightier (than the Pan.davas), lie on the field of 
battle, slain by the Pandavas,** what dost thou think, 0 wretch 
among men, but that all this is the result of destiny '( As 
regards them also, viz., the foes of Duryodhana, whom thou 
ad vest, O Brahmana,** brave warriors of theirs, in hundreds and 
thouands, have been slain ! The armies of both the Kurus aiid 
the Pandavas are diminishing in numbers.** I do not, in this, 
behold the prowess of the Pitndavas ! With them, O lowest of 
men, whom thou always regardest to be so mighty ,*• I shall 
strive, to the utmost extent of my might, to contend in battle, 
for Duryodhana’s good ! As regards victory, that depends on 
destiny !**— ’ ’’ 


Section CLIX. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Seeing his uncle thus addressed in harsh 
and insulting words by the Sutas son, A 9 watthaman, uplifting 
his scimitar, furiously rushed towards the latter.* Filled with 
fury, Drona’s son rushed towards Ktu'na, in the very sight of 
the Kuru king, like a lion at an infuriate elephant.* 

‘“And A^watthaman said, — 0 lowest of men, Kripa was 
speaking of the virtues truly possessed by Arjuna ! <3f wicked 
understanding as thou art, thou robukest, however, my brave 
uncle from malice !* Possessed, with pride and insolence, thou 
braggest today of thy prowess, not regarding any of the world's 
bowmen in battle 1*** Where was thy prowess and where t^y 
weapons when vanqubhing thee in battle the wielder of 

* la the second line of 4, uUedAa and not udvfiita is the true read* , 

ing. So also Sanehit and not linehit. The paraphrase, according to 

Nilakantha, is ^aneWt dA«n«rrfA«j'«»t no dv.,.~T. 
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i^w Jayadbri^ha in Ihy sigkl t* Vwnlyc, O srf«b^i of « 
iSi^, dosti tbou iiidiulge in iby i&iiu} the hofM of yanqnlthib^ 
'iHi» rho formerly contend^ in battle with Mahadeva huoself# 
The very gods with the Aauraa united together and with Indra 
atildieix. head had failed to vanquish Arjuna, that foremost c^alt 
wieldets of weapons, having Krishna only for his ally F Sew 
then, Q £lu>to, hopest thou, aided by these kings, to vanquish 
that foremost heroes in the world, viz., the un vanquished 
Arjuna, in battle I* Behold, O Kama of wicked soul, (what I 
do to thee) today ! O lowest of men, O thou of wretched under- 
standing, I will presently sever thy head from thy trunk !* — * 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus saying, A9watthaman made a 
furious rush at Kama. The king himself, of great energy, and 
ELripa, that foremost of men, held him fast.'* Then Kama 
said, — Of wicked understanding, this wretch of a Br&hmana 
thinks himself brave and boasts of his prowess in battle ! Set 
him at liberty, 0 chief of the Kurus ! Let him come in contact 
with my might !“ — 

“ ‘A^watthaman said, — O son of a Suta, 0 thou of wicked 
understanding, this (thy fault) is pardoned by us ! Phalguna, 
however, will quell this risen pride of thine !'* 

“ ‘Duryodhana said, — O A9watthaman, quell thy wrath ! 
It behoveth thee, O giver of honors, to forgive ! Thou shouidst 
not, O sinless one, be angry with the Suta’s son !'* Upon thee 
and Kama and Kripa and Drona and the ruler of the Madras 
and Suvala’s son resteth a great burthen ! Drive away tliy 
wrath, O best of Brahmanas '** Yonder all the Pandava troops 
are appfoching from desire of fight with Badha’s son ! Xndoed, 
O Brahmana, yonder they come, challenging us all !'• — ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus pacified by the king, the high* 
Bottled Son of Drona, O monarch, whose ire had been excited, 
suppressed his wrath and forgave (Kama).'* Then the precep- 
tor Kripa of noble heart, who is of a quiet disposition, O 
iumiarch, and whose mild temper, therefore, returned soon 
unto him, said th^ words.**' ^ 

s^,'|-0 Suta’e son of wicked heart, this (thy 
fitulijis pwth»^|by us! Phhlguna, however, will quell this 
thy risen jwlile 
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^ “Siiij»ya <>dntitiued, — the Ta-ndaTas, O king, aiid this 
Fan^Hhklceiehrated for their prowese, ^ting together, ap- 
{poached ifi thousands, uttering loud shouts;** Kama also, tfm'S* 
foreiltost idar^werriors,^ with great energy, surrounded 

AaAf among the Kuru w^iriore and lesemb^ 

#i|?ra in the midst of the celestials, ii^ait^, dra^ving his^ b^^ 
lijid relying on the might ot his own arips. Then coin ihon cod ^ 
a battle between Kama and the O Idng^^ 

wis exceedingly dreadful and characterised by loud leonitib 
roars. Then Pandavas, O monarch, ajid the P^nchalaa eele- 
hratad f)r their prowess,** beholding the mighty-armed Kama, 
loudly shouted, saying, — There is Kurnu !-^ Where ie Kiu^tm 
m this fiereabattle !*^-^Othov(, of wickedly iinderetuiiding, 0 
lowest of Tiieiiy fight with ns ! — Others, beholding the sou of 
Eadha, said, with ey«s expanded in wrath,** — Let this arro- 
gant wretch of little understanding, this son of a Stiio^ be 
slain by the allied kings t He hath no need to livc!*^ Thia 
sinf-: I man is always very hostile to the Parthas ! Obedient 
to the counsels of Duryodhana, this one is the root of all these 
evils ;** Slay him ! — Uttering suCh words, great Kshatriya 
car- warriors, urged by Panda's son, rushed towards him, cover- 
ing him with a dense shower of arrows, for slaying him. Be- 
holding all those mighty Pandavas thus (advancing), ' the 
Sntns son trembled not nor experienced any fear. Indeed, 
seeing that wonderful sea of troops resembling Death himself,** 
that benefactor of thy sons, viz., the mighty and light-handed 
Kama, never vanq[uished in battle, O bull of Bliarata’s race, 
began, with clouds of shafts, to resist that force on all sideifsu 
The Pandavas also fought with the foe, shooting showers of 
Shaking their hundreds and thousands of bows, they 
fought with Badha's son like tho. Baityaa of old fighting ^ith 
Cakra.** The mighty Kama, however, \vith a dense aa^oiry^ 
shower of his own dispelled that downpour of arrows caused by 
those lords of Earth on all sides,*! The battle that took piaijb 
between them, and in which ^aoh party counteracted the.fe^ 

’ of the other, resembled the encounter between Cakra ahd the 
in the groat battle fought of yore between; the ^ 
and’the Asnras^*^ The lightness of armsAhat we theh hehMd " 

' a' , 




could nofc ctrike him in tlis* 
Cheeking* the . clouds of arrows shot by the (hostile) 
kings, that mighty car- warrior, Viz,, BadhS’s son ^ sfed i^rrihl® 
arfbws marked with his own name at the yokes, the shaftsi - the 
umWilas, the cars, and the steeds (of bis foes). :Then tboto 
kings, afflicted by Kama and losing their coolness, begs® 
to wander on the field like a herd of kitie afflicted with odld. 
Struck by Kama, large numbers of steeds and elephants aUd 
car- warriors were seen there to drop down, deprived of life^ 
The whole field, 0 king, became strewn with the fallen heads 
and arms of unreturning heroes. With the dead, the dying, and 
the wailing warriors, the field of battle, 0 monarch, assumM. 
tha aspect of Yama’s domains. Then Duryodhana, Q king, 
witnessing the prowess of Kama,*’"** repaired to A^watthSman 
and addressing him, said. — Behold, Kama, clad in mail, is 
engaged with all _ the (hostile) kings!*® Behold, the hostile 
army, afflicted with the arrows of Kama, is being routed, like 
the AsJtm army overwhelmed with the energy of Kartikeyai^ 
■Seeing his army vanquished in battle by the intelligent Kama, 
yonder cometh Vibhatsu from desire of slaying the Suta'z 
non!** Let such steps, therefore, be taken as may prevent 
the son of Pandu from slaying that mighty car-warrior, viz., 
the Siita’s son^ in the very sight of us all !** — (Thus addressed), 
Drona’s son, and Kripa, and Galya, and that great car-warrior, 
vis., the son of Hridika, beholding the son of Kunti coming 
(towards them) like Cakra himself towards the Daitya, host, all 
advanced against Partha for rescuing the Sutaa son. Mean- 
while, Vibhatsu, O monarch, surrounded by the Panchalas, 
advanced against Kama, like Purandara proceeding against the 
JlZwxs Vritra.’**'"*’ 

fDbtitarashtra • said, — 'Beholding Fhalguna excited wi^ 
ftiry and looking like the Destroyer himself as he appears at 
the end ^!(thf Yuga, what, O Snta, did Vikartana's son 
Indeed, the mighty car- warrior Kama the 
son of Vikartai^ had always challenged F&riha. Indeed, bd 
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Ijiij^ deadly foe 

• I'fSiBjayia continued,— ‘Beholding tlio eon of Pi.ndu rusbifeg 
towards him like an elephant towards a rival elephant, Kairna 
Jaarllssly proceeded against Dbananjaya.*' Pwrtha, hoi/ever, 
soon covered Kama, who was thus advancing with gr^f^t im- 
petuosity, with showers of straight shafts equipt with wings 
of gold. Kama also covered Vyaya with his shafta** Th* 
son of Pandu then once more shrouded Kama with clouds 
•arrows. Then Kama, filled with rage, pierced Arjuna with 
three shafts.** The mighty car-warrior Arjuna, beholding 
Kama’s iightnes-wof hand, could not brook it. That scorcher 
of foes sped at the Suta’s son thirty straight shafts whetted oil 
stone and equipt with blazing pointa Endued with great 
might and energy, he also pierced him, in rage, with another 
long arrow on the wrist . of his left arm, smiling the while. 
Kama’s bow then dropped from that arm of his which had 
thus been pierced with great force.**'** The mighty Kama, 
taking up that bow within the twinkling of an eye,, once 
more covered Phalguna with clouds of shafts, displaying gr^t 
lightness of hands.*^ Dhananjaya then, O Bharata, smiling 
the while, baflled with his own shafts that arrowy shower shot 
by the Suta’a son.** Approaching each other, those two great 
bowmen, desirous of counteracting each other’s feats, continued 
to cover each other with showers of shafts.** The battle that 
took place between them, viz., Kama and the son of Pandu, 
became exceedingly wonderful like that between two wild 
elephants for the sake a she-elephant in her season.'® Then 
the mighty bowman Partha, ■ beholding Kama’s prowess, quick? 
ly out off the latter’s bow at the Jhandle.V And be also des- 
patched the four steeds of the Stda'e son to Yama’s abode 
with A number of broad-u^a<ied shafts. And that seorcher of 
foes also cut off from his trunk the head of Kama’s driver;^^ 
Then theson of Pandii •and Pritha pierced the iffowlcsa, |ha 
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* The Bengal reading sudakuhinai at the end of 49 does not seem: 
to be correct, I adopt the Bombay reading . 
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sfceedleiro,- anJ'the (Sriverless '^LacnK^ wit& 

bull among man then, vis^ Earna, afflicted with -ttio#* sfarfts*; 

apaedily jutnping doiTO frotti that stee^ess iiaiPt 

that 6if Eripi.** Beholding: the eon of EadhS yan4''ift|i'edi 


ttiy wArtiors. O bull of Bharata’s race, fletlawfif in' ^l fflreb^ 
tfoiis.*» Seeing: them fly away, king Duryodhah* hi&^f 
checked them and said these Vror& — Ye- heroes, do not fly 
away ! Ye bulls among Esbatiiyas, stay in battle ! I myself 
will now advance for slaj'ing Pairtha in battle !** I myself 
will slay Pkrtha with the assembled Panchalas f While I shall 
fight with the wielder of Oihidiva today,'* the Parthas' shall • 
behold my prowess to resemble that of the Destroyer himself 
at the end of the .Yugd ! Today the- Parthas aloall behold my 
shafts shot in thousands to resemble flights of locusts! The* 
eombaitants shall behold me today shooting, bow in hand, dense 
showers of shafts like torrents of rain poured by the clouds at 
the end of the summer season 1 I shall today vanquish PSrtha 
with my straight shafts !*’“** Stay, ye heroes, in battle, and 
abandon your feaj of Phalguna! Encountering my prowess. 


Phalguna shall never be able to bear it** like the ocean, the 
abode of ’tnakaras, unable to overcome its continent* ! — Thus- 
Baying, the king proceeded in rage, his eyes red in wrath, sur- 
rounded by a large host, • towards Phalguna. Beboldirjg the 
mighty-armed Duryodhana thus proceeding, Caradwat’s son,**”** 
approaching Agwatthrwnan, said these words; — Yonder the 
mighty-armed Duryodhana, deprived of his senses by wrath,’* 
desireth to fight with Phalguna, like an insect dearing to rush 
into the. blazing fire! Before this for^ost of kings layetb 
down his life, in our very sight, in this battle with Partha, 
^event him (from rushing into tl>e encounter) I The brave 
Kma ki«g c*” battle as long only as be doth 

-not place himself within the range of Parfcha’s shafts 1 Let the 
ling be prevented before he is consumed into ashes by. the 
•terrible shaft* of ^firtha that resemble snakes just fie^d frem 
l we. are here, O giver of bohortt, it seems 

that ^the king ^ should.’ 'himself go; to 
had'nohe him ! ; The, life 

5jf thi descehdar| ef Kuru wilt be in great danger if li« e«* 



wHh (i^«t8!^::i;l|t«' ' ; ;: 

a tiger !— Thus addressed ; 

j^afc#ri»l -unide, iDron^s son, that foremost of all wieldeis, j^f 
w^p6(ns,T*”*‘ qnickijr repaired unto Duryodhank and addr^ing : 
him, said these yrords : — When I am alive, 0 son of Q&ndhgri, 
it hehoveth thee not to engage in battle,** disregarding me, O 
dosoondaut of Kuru, me that am ever desirous of thy gOod l 
Thou needst not be at all anxious about' vanquishing Partha ! 

I will check Partha ! Stand here, 0 'Suyodhana !•*— 

• “ 'Duryodhana said, — The preceptor (Drona) always proteoit- 
eth tlie sons of Pandu as if they are his own sons ! . Thou also 
always never interferost with those my foes !** Or, it may be 
duo to roy misfortune, that thy prowess never becometh fierce 
in b'attle 1 This may be due also to thy affection for Yudhish- 
thira or Draupadi! I myself am ignorant of the true reason!** 
Fie on my covetous self for whose' sake all friends, desirous of 
making me happy, are themselves vanquished and plunged into 
grief 1“ Except thee, O son of Gotama’s daughter, what fore- 
most of all wielders of we^ipons is there, what warrior, indeed, 
equal to Mahadova himself in battle, that would not, though 
competent, destroy the foe?*’ 0 Aqwatthaman, be pleased 
with mfe and destroy jny enemies ! Niether the gods nor the 
Bmiavas are capable of staying within the range of thy wea- 
pons !** O son of Drona, slay the Panchalas and the Somakas 
with all their followers ! As regards the rest, we Will slay 
them, protected by. thee !*’ Yonder, O Brahmana, the Soma-^ 
kas and the Panchalas possessed of great fame, are careering 
amid my troops like a forest-conflagration !*® 0 mighty-armed 
one, check them as also the Kaikayas, O best of men, else, 
protected by the diadem-decked (Arjuna), they will annihitete 
us all !’* O AQWatthaman, O chastiser of foes, go thither with 
speed! Whether thou sfecomplishest it ilow cr afterwafdS, 
that feat, 0 sire, should be accomplished by thee f* Thou 
hast been born, O mighty-armed one, for the destruction of 
the Panchalas ! Putting forth thy prowess, thftu shalt ibake 
the world destitute of Panchalas !’* Even thus the revSiSjad 
ones crowned, with (ascetic) success, have said ! It will besis they . 
havo said ! Therefi re, 0 tiger among men, slay the Panichhl% 
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whaipeedbe s^d tfaeiii^of tW P5rtha$ and tfee. Pfincljaiaf^? 
‘these words of mine are true '** I tell thee truly, . Qi|j^ir!»j 
that the Pandavas united with the Somahas are no match; fo^ 
thee in battle S’* Go, gOi O mighty-armed one] Xjot thare 
be iro delay ! Behold, our army, afflicted with Partha’s shafts, 
is brei&ing and flying away !” Thou art competent, Q mighty- 
armed one, aided by thy own celestial energy, to afflipt, Q 
giver of honors, the Pandavas and the Panch&las !’*-r’ ” 

Section CLX. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Thus addressed by Duryodhana, BrOna's 
son, that warrior difficult of defeat in battle, set his heart 
upon destroying the foe like Indra bent upon destroying the 
Buityas*/* The mighty-armed A^watthaman answered thy 
son, saying, — It is even so as thou sayest, O descendant of 
Kuru !* The Pandavas are always d'-’^r to hoth myself and 
my father! So also are we both dear unto them I Not so, 
however, in battle.* We will, according to the measure of oiUJ 
might, fearlessly contend in battle, recklpps of our lives’ ! My- 
•self, Kama, Calya, Kripa, and Hridika’s son,* could, O best 
of kings, destroy the Pandava host within the twinkling of aa 
eye ! The Pandavas also, *0 best of the Kurus, could, within 
the twinkling of an oye, destroy the Kaurava host, if, O 
mighty-armed one, we were not present in battle ! We are 
fighting with the Pandavas to the best of our might, and they 
also are fighting with us to the best of theirs.*"* Energy, en- 
countering energy, is being neutralised, O Bharata! Tha 
Pandava army is .incapable of being vanquished* as long as 
the'sons of Pandutare alive ! This that I tell thee is true 1 
The sons of Pandu are endued with great might. They are, 
fighting forf-heir own sake.* Why should not they, 0 
be a^le t^ troops! Thou,, I^oi^everi 0 king, 

' .'i^^'Sk^d^gly. covetous- ! .Thou, 0- 'Eiturayf/., j^k, ■dscsitful.:}!;- 
Thou ar|w!j»n-glor^us and s»*|^icp«s of every thing ! Ppr >h% 

. thou sq;^p,test..-ev^ us ! I.;i||i^31|:,/'P:;king, tb 9 U::';ar,t,., wic||^v:- 



«n !** Mean and of 
Kiifii} iaougHtls, it is foi; t!iis that thou doubtest us and others ! 
A^ teg«*dA myself, fighting with resolutioii for thy 
ati prepared to lay down my life V* I will preMntly go to 
battle for thy sake, O chief of the Kurus ! I will fight acith 
the foe and slay a large number of the enemy !'• I will fight* 
with the Fanchltlas, the Sumakas, the Kaikayas, and the Pan- 
davas also, in battle, for doing what is * agreeable to tliee, O 
chastiser of foes!'* Scorched witfi my arrows today, the 
Chedis, the Panchalas, and the Somakas; will fly away on all 
sidas like ^ herd of kine afflicted by a lion !** Today, the 
royal son of Dharma, with a!i the Somakas, beholding my 
prowess, will regard the whole world to be filled with A^wat- 
thamans !“ Dharma’s son Yudhishthira will become exceed- 
ingly cheerless, beholding the Panch&las and the Somakas 
slain (by me) in battle !‘* I will, O BhSrata, slay all those 
. that will approach me in battle ! • Afflicted with the might of 
my arms, none of them, O hero, will escape me today with 
life !'*■ — Having said so unto thy son Duryodhana, the mighty- 
armed (A^watthaman) proceeded to battle, and afflicted all bow- 
men.'* That foremost of all living beings thus sought to 
achieve what was agreeable to thy sons. The son of Gotama's 
daughter then, addressing the Panchalas and the Kaikayas, 
said unto thorn,**— Ye mighty car-warriors, strike ye sdl at my 
body 1 Displaying your lightness in the use of arms, fight ye 
with me coolly !**> — Thus addressed by him, all those com- 
batants, 0 king, poured showers of weapons upon Drona’s son 
like clouds poiming torrents of rain.** Baffling that shower, 
Drona’s son, in that battle, slew ton brave warriors amongst 
them, in the verj) sight, O lord, of Dhrishtadyumna and the 
sons of PSndu !** The Panchajas and the Somakas then, thus 
slaughtered in battle, abandoned the son of Drona and fied 
away in all direction^'** Beholding those brave warriors, viar., 
the panchalas and the Somakas, flying away, Dhrishtadyujahai 
G king, rushed against Drpna’s son in that battles** Surrodfid* 
«d then by a hundred brave and uhreturning car-warrieia 
ssbiinted upon cars decked with gold and the rattle of whosb^ 
wliwla resemblfd the roar of rain-chargid cloiids,** the ttiightj/^ 
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beholding his «on and said 

tjiQse words •*-r—() foolish son of the preceptor, trhat is the, 
of slaying vulgar combatants ! If thou beest a hero,' 
thejtt with me in battle !*' I will slay thee! Wait for a mpiaenjt 
without flying away ! — Saying this, Dhrishtadyumna of gri^t 
prowess struck the preceptor’s son with many keen and terrible 
arrows” capable of piercing the very vitals. Those swiftly- 
coursing shafts, equipt v?ith golden wings and keen points, 
and capable of piercing the body of every foe, proceediiig *in a 
.continuous line, penetrated into ik 9 watthainan’ 8 |,body, like 
freely-roaming bees in search of honey entering a flowering 
tree.**"*® Deeply pierced and swelling with rage, like a troddeiu 
snake, the proud and fearless son of Drona, arrow in hand, 
addressed his foe, saying,** — O Dhrishtadyumna, wait for a 
mf'ment, without leaving my presence I Soon shall I des- 
patch thee to Yama’s abod.e with my keen shafts !** — Having 
said these words, that slayer of hostile heroes, viz., the sou 
of Drona, displaying great lightness of hands, covered the son 
of Prishata from every side with clouds of arrows.'* Thus 
covered in that encounter (with arrows) by Drona’s son, the 
Patich&la prince, difficult of defeat in battle, roared at Drona’s 
son, saying,** — Thou knowest not of my origin, O Brahmana, 
or of my vow ! O thou of wicked understanding, having first 
slain Drona himself, I shall slay thee !*‘ I will not, there- 
fore, slay thee today when Drona himself is still alive! 6 
thou of wicked understanding, after this night passeth away 
and bringeth in the fair dawn,** I shall first slay thy 
sire in battle and then despatch thee also to the region of 
spirits ! Even this is the wish entertained by mo !*/ Stand- 
ing before me, display, therefore, till then, the hatred thou 
bearest towards the Parthas, and the devotion thou cherighest 
for the Kurus k. Thou” shalt not escape me with life !*• That 
Brahmana ^o^;^aiandoning the practices of a Brahmana^ devot- 
ath himself tp'ihe practices of a Kshatriya, becomes slayable by 
all Kshatriyas evem as thou, 0 lowest of men !*’-rTfauis addrl^ 
ed by Pn^ata’s spn in language so harsh and i^itiiig, tl# 
best of'^i^hmai'#’; A^watthaman,) mustjtred all his n^e 
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g^zed 

ihiW'i son/' ^ him with his eyes; Sighii^g 

(iq rage) like a snake, the preceptor’s son then covered I)hmh^‘ 
tadyumna in that battle (with a shower of arrows).*^ The 
mighty-armed son of Prishata, however, that best of car-war- 
riors, surrounded by all the Panchala troops, thou^ thus 
struck with arrows in that encounter by <Droija’s son, did not 
tremble, relying as he did on his own energy. In return he 
sped, many arrows at A^watthaman,'*®'^* Both engaged in a 
gambling match in which the stake was life itself, those heroes, 
unable to brook each other, resisted each other and checked 
each other’s arrowy showers.*** And those great bowmen shot 
dense showers of shafts all around. Beholding that fierce 
battle, inspiring terror, between Drona’s and Prishata’s son, 
Siddhas and Gkdranas and other sky-ranging beings applaud^ 
ed them highly. Filling the welkin and all the points of the 
compass with clouds of shafts,**"*® and creating a thick gloom 
therewith, those two warriors continued to fight with each 
other, unseen (by any of us). As if dancing in that battle, 
with their bows drawn to circles,*'^ resolutely aspiring to slay 
each other, those mighty-armed warriors, inspiring fear iu 
every heart, fought beautifully and with remarkable activity 
and skill.** Applauded by thousands of foremost warriors iu 
that battle, and thus resolutely engaged in fight like two wild 
elephants iu the forest, both the armies, beholding them, be- 
came filled with delight. And leonine shouts were heard there, 
and all the combatants blew their conchs.*®"®* And hundreds 
and thousands of musical instruments began to be soundedL 
That fierce fight, enhancing the terrors of the timid,®* seemed 
for a short time only to be waged equally. Then Drona’s son, 
O king, making a rush, cut off the bow, and standard, and 
umbrella, and the two Pdrshni drivers, and the principal 
driver, and the four steeds, of the high-souled son of Pri- 
shata/**“^* And that warrior of immeasurable soul then caused 
the PShohalas in hundreds and thousands, by "means of his 
straight shafts, to fly away.®* Beholding those feats of DronaV 
BOh, resembling those of Vasava himself in battle, the PhhdaVh 
host, O^^bull of Bharata’s race, began to tremble in 
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Slftyinjg hundred Panchalaa wth a hundred arrow3, and tfare® 
foremost of men with three keen arrows, in the very sight of 
Dfupjkla's son and of Phalguna, that mighty car-warrior, t'iO., 
the son of Drona, slew a very large number of Pdnchalas 
that stayed before him.**"'’ The Panchalas then, as also the 
Sfinjayiw, thus slaughtered in battle, fled away, leaving Dro- 
na’s sen, with their banners torn.'* Then that mighty car- 
warrior, viz., the son of Drona, having vanquished his foes 
in battle, uttered a loud roar like that of a mass of clouds at 
the end of summer.” Having slain a large number of foes, 
AoVsratthaman looked resplendent like the blazing fire at the 
end of the Tuga, after having consumed all creatures.*® Ap- 
plauded by all the Kauravas after having defeated thousands 
of foes in battle, the valiant son of Drona blazed forth in 
beauty like the ehief of the celestials himself after vanquish- 
ing his foes.’ 


Section CLXI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Then king Yudhishthira, and Bhimasena 
the son of Pandu, O monarch, encompassed Drona’s son on all 
sides.* Seeing this, king Duryodhana, aided by Bharadwaja’s 
son, rushed against the Pandavas in that encounter. Then 
commenced a battle* that was fierce and terrific, enhancing the 
fears of the timid. Yudhishthira in wrath began to despatch 
vast numbers of the Amvashtas, the Malavas,*the Vangaa, the 
Civis, and the Trigartas, to the domains of the dead. Bhima 
also, mangling the Abhisahas, the Curasenas, and other Kshat- 
riyas diflScult of defeat in battle, made the Earth miry with 
blood. The diadem-decked (Arjuna) of white steeds despatch- 
ed, O king, the Yaudheyas, the moimtaineem, the Madrakas, 
and the Malavas also, to the regions of the dead. Forcibly 
struck with swiftly-^coursing shafts,*"* elephants began to fall 
down on the i^arfh like double-crested hills. Strewn with 
the lopped-oflf*tr«nis of elej)hants that still moved in cpnvul- 
jaons/ Earth |)oked beautiful as if covered with moving 
anakesi ; ^over^ tfith the fallen umbrellas of kings that were 
diikePwith g rii/vthj fiild of battle looked resplendent* like 
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the firmament at the end of the Tuga be!S|>|ftngled with ea^s, 
mpoiis, arid stars. About Ihn time a fieirce uproar arose near 
Drona^ car, in the midst of which could be heard the words;--^ 
Slay, Strike fearlessly, Pierce, Gat into pierces ! — ^Drona, how- * 
ever, filled with rage, began to destroy by means of the Vdyu- 
vya weapon the foes about him, like a mighty tempest destroy- 
ing gathering masses of clouds. Thus ♦slaughtered by Drona, 
the Panchalas fled away, from fear,®*^^ in' the very sight of 
Bhimasena and the high-souled Partlia. Then the diadem- 
decked (Arjuna) and Bhimasena soon checked the flight of 
their troops'* and accompanied by a large car- force attacked the 
vast force of Drona. Vibhatsu attacking the right and Vriko- 
dara the left,'* they both poured on Bharadwaja’a son two 
dense showers of arrows. The mighty car- warriors among 
the Srinjayas and the Panchalas, with the Matsyas and the 
Somakas, O king, followed the two brothers thus engaged 
(in that encounter with Urona). Similarly, many foremost of 
car-warriors, skilled in smiting, belonging to thy son,'^*'® 
accompanied by a large force, proceeded towards Drona’s car 
(for supporting the latter). Then the Bharata host, slaughter- 
ed by the diadem-decked (Arjuna)'® and overcome with sleep 
and afflicted by that darkness, began to break. Thy son him- 
self, and Drona, both endeavoured to rally them.'^ The troops, 
however, O king, could not be checked in their flight. Indeed, 
that vast host, slaughtered with the shafts of Pandu's son,'® 
began to fly away in all directions in that hour when the world 
was enveloped with gloom. Many kings, abandoning the ani- 
mals and vehicles they rode, fled away on all sides, 0 monarch, 
overwhelmed witk feUr.’ 

Section CLXII. 

• 

**Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding Somadatta shaking his large 
bow,"Satyaki, addressing his driver, said, — Bear me towards 
Somadatta !' I tell thee truly, O Suta, that I shall not re- 
turn from battle today without having slain tibat foe, 
that worst of the Kurus, the son of Valhika P— Thus addressr. 
ed, the charioteer then urged to battle those fleet steeds of 
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wind or the mind, bore Yuyudh»©a to battle like the steeds of 
Indra, O king, bearing the latter in days of yore when he 
proceeded to slaughter the Danavas^ Beholding the Sa- * 
t#ata hero thus advancing quickly to battle, Somadatta, O 
king, fearlessly turned 4iowards him.* Scattering showers of 
shafts like the clouds pouring torrents of rain, he covered the 
the grandson of Cini like the clouds covering the Sun.* Sa- 
tyaki also, O bull of Bharata*s race, in that encounter, fear- 
lessly covered that bull amongst the Kurus with showers of 
shafts.^ Then Somadatta pierced that hero of Madhuls race 
with sixty shafts in the chest. Satyaki, in return, 0 king, 
pierced Somadatta with many whetted arrows.* Mangled by 
each other with each other's shafts, those two warriors looked 
resplendent like a couple of flowering Kinfukas in the season 
of spring.* Dyed all over with blood those illustrious war- 
riors of the Kuril and the Vrisbni races looked at each other 
as if burning each other with their glances.** Riding on their 
cars that coursed in circles, those grinders of foes, of terrible 
countenances, resembled two clouds pouring torrents of rain.** 
Their bodies mangled and pierced all over with arrows, they 
looked, O king, like two porcupines.** Pierced with countless 
shafts equipt with wings of gold, the two warriors looked res- 
plendent, 0 monarch, like a cUuple of tall trees covered with 
fire-flies.** Their bodies looking bright with the blazing arrows 
. sticking to them, those two mighty car- warriors looked in 
that battle like two angry .elephants decked with burning 
torches.** Then, O monarch, the mighty car-warrior Soma- 
datta, in that battle, cutoff with a crescent-shaped arrow the 
large bow of Madhava.** With great speed also, at a time 
when speed was of the utmost consequence, the Kuru hero 
then pierced SHtyiirki with five and twenty shafts, and once 
again with Then Satyaki, taking up a tougher bow, 

quickly pi^^^ Sfmadatta with five shafts.*^ With another 
^ king, smiling the while, 

©tit qtf standard of Valhika's son.** Somadatta, 

his staudardvcut dow«>-dte«ale8a}y 
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e*ci*ed withrafB/^w^ off with a raaor-faced artww thjs 
1>0w of Soiaadatta, in that encounter.** And he also pilled 
Somadatts, who then resembled a snake without fangs, with ’a 
hundred straight arrows equipt with wings of gold.** The 
mighty car- warrior Somadatta then, who was endued with 
gre^t strength, taking up another bow, began to cover SStyeki 
(with showers of shafts).** Satyaki too,' inflamed with rage, 
pierced Somadatta with many shafts. Somadatta, in return, 
aSflicted Satyaki with hLs arrowy showers.** Then Bhima, 
coming to the encounter, and fighting on behalf of Satyaki, 
struck Valhika’s son with ten shafts. Somadatta, however, 
fearlessly struck Bhimasena with many whetted arrows.** Then 
,#Satyaki, inflamed with rage, aiming at Somadatta’s chest, 
sped a new and terrible Parigha equipt with a golden staff 
and hard as the thunder.** The Kuru warrior, however, smil- 
ing the while, cut off that terrible Parigha advancing with 
speed against him, into two parts.** That formidable Parigha 
of iron then, thus cut off into two fragments, fell down like the 
massy crest of a mountain riven by thunder.** Then Satyaki, 
O king, with a broad-headed arrow, cut off in that encounter 
Somadatta’s bow, and then with five arrows the leathern 
fence that c^sed his fingers.** Then, O Bharata, with four 
other shafts he speedily despatched the four excellent steeds 
of the Kuru warrior to Yama’s presence.** And then that 
tiger among car-warriors, with another straight shaft, smiling 
the while, cut off from his trunk the head of Somadatta’s 
driver.*® Then he sped at Somadatta himself a terrible shaft; 
of fiery effulgence, whetted on stone, steeped in oil, and equipt 
with wings of gold.** That excellent and fierce shaft, sped by 
the mighty grandson of Cini, quickly fell like a hawk, O 
lord, upon the chest of Somadatta.** Deeply pierced by the 
mighty Satwata, the great car warrior Sgihadatta, O monarch, 
fell down (from his car) and expired.** Beholding the great 
car-warrior Somadatta slain there, thy warriors with a large 
throng of <»urs rushed against YttyudhSna.** kfeanwhile, the 
Bahdavas also,* O king, with all the Prabhadrahas and accom* 
panied by a large force, rushed against Droha’s army.** Theb 
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Yudhi^bth^ai excited with imth, began with his shafts to 
strihe and rout the troops of Bharadwaja's son in the very 
sight of the latter.*® Beholding Yudhishthira thus agitating 
his troops, Drona, with eyes red in wrath, furiously rushed 
against him.®^ The preceptor then pierced the son of PrithS 
with seven keen arrows. Yudhishthira, in return, excited with 
wrath, pierced the preceptor with five arrows.®* Deeply pierc- 
ed by the son of Pandu, the mighty bowman (Drona), licking 
the corners of his mouth for a moment, cut off both the stand- 
ard and the bow of Yudhishthira.*® With great speed at a 
time when speed was of the utmost consequence, that best of 
kings whose bow had been cut off, took up another bo\^ that 
was sufficiently tough and hard.**® The soft of Pandu then 
pierced Drona with his steeds, driver, standard, and car, with# 
a thousand arrows. All this seemed exceedingly wonderful.'** 
Afflicted with the strokes of those arrows and feeling great 
pain, Drona, that bull among Brahmanas, sat down for a 
while on the terrace of his car.'** Recovering his senses, sigh- 
ing like a snake, and filled with great rage, the preceptor in- 
voked into existence the Vdyavya weapon.^* The valiant son 
of Pritha, bow in hand, fearlessly baffled that weapon with 
a similar weapon of his in that encounter.^® And the son of 
Pandu also cut into two fragments the large bow of the Brah- 
mana. Then Drona, that grinder of Kshatriyas, took up 
another bow.** That bull of Euro’s race, (viz.y Yudhishthira), 
cut off that bow also, with many keen shafts. Then Vasudeva, 
addressing Yudhishthira the son of Kunti, said,*® — Listen, 0 
mighty-armed Yudhishthira, to what I say ! Cease, 0 best of 
the Bharatas, to fight with Drona 1*^ Drona always striveth to 
seize thee in battle. I do not think it fit that thou shouldst fight 
with him.** He who hath been created for Drona’s destruc- 
tibn will, without doubt, slay him. Leaving the preceptor, go 
where king Suyodhansi. is I*® Kings should fight with kings, 
they should i^pt desire to fight with such as are not kingi 
Surrounded, il^efore, by elephants and steeds and cars, re- 
pair thoU thitfi#/ 0 son of Kunti,*® where Dhananjaya with 
myself* ; Aid^^ ^ small force, and Bhima also, that %er 

among men/ are i%hting with the Eurus f**~Hearing 
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W(»ds <jf Tasudeva, king Yudhishihirai tk® just, reSecting for 
a monaent, proceeded to tkat part of the field where that slayer 
of foes, Bhima, engaged in fierce battle, was slaughtering’ 
thy troops like the Destroyer himself with wide open mouth.**’** 
Making the Earth resound with the loud rattle of his car, which 
resembled the roar of the clouds at the end of summer, king 
Yudhishthira the just,** the (eldest) son of Pandu, took«p the 
flank of Bhima engaged in th*e slaugh^r of the foe. Drona alsoj 
on that night, began to co nsume his foes, the Panchalas/ ”** 


Section CLXIII. 

■* 

'‘Sanjaya said, — ‘During the progress of that fierce and 
terrible battle, when the world was enveloped with darkness and 
dust, O king/ the eoinbatants, as they stood on the field, could 
not see one another. Those foremost of Kshatriyas fought with 
each other, guided by conjecture and the personal and other 
names (they uttered). And during the progress, O lord, of that 
terrible carnage of car-warriors and elephants and steeds and 
foot-soldiers,* those heroes, viz,, Drona and Kama and Knpa, 
and Bhima and Prishata s son and Satwata,®"^ afflicted one 
another and the troops of either party, 0 bull of Bharata’s race 1 
The combatants of both armies, slaughtered all around by those 
foremost of car- warriors,* during that hour of darkness, fled 
away on all sides. Indeed, the warriors, broke and fled away in 
all directions, with hearts perfectly cheerless.* And as they fled 
away in all directions they underwent a great carnage. Thou- 
sands of foremost car-wairiors also, O king, slaughtered one 
another in that battle.* Unablf to see anything in the dark, 
the combatants became deprived of their senses. All this was 
the result of the evil counsels of. thy son. Indeed, at that hour 
when the world was enveloped in darkness, all creatures, O 
Bharata, including even the foremost of warriors, overcome 
with panic, were deprived of their senses in that battie.’*f 

. ■ . . ^ ■■■■’’.. I . . * i-l- ■ r -’iiJiL 

* The Bombay edition reads the first line of 3 diflerentfy. The^ 
Bengal reading is also defective. The correct reading seeiais to be 
Ratkandga instead of T. 

t This is a triplet— T. 
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: ''Bhritarashtrs^ said, — ^^'Whai became the state of your minds 
tben ^ben, afflicted by that darkness, ye all were deprived of 
your energy and furiously agitated by the PS.ndavas How 
also, O Sanjaya, when everything was enveloped in darkness, did 
the Panda va troops as also mine once more become visible 
^’Sanjaya continued, — ‘Then the remnant of the slaughtered 
army (vof the Kauravas), under the orders of their leaders, were 
once more disposed in (compact) array. Drona placed himself 
at the van, and Galya at the rear„ And Drona’s son and Cakuni 
the son of Suvala placed themselves on the right and the left 
flanks. And king Duryodhaiia himself, 0 monarch, on that 
night, busied himself in protecting all the troops.^ Cheering 
all the foot-soldiers, O king, Duryodhan’a said unto them,*— 
Laying aside your great weapons, take ye all blazing lamps in 
your hands — Thus cammanded by that best of kings, the 
foot-soldiers joyfully took up burning lamps. The gods and 
Rishia and Gandliarvas and celestial Miahia, and the diverse 
tribes of Vidyadharaa and Apaaraa,^^ and Ndgaa and Yakahua 
and Uragaa Bind KinnaraSt stationed in the welkin, also joy- 
full/ 'iolofc blazing lamps. Many lamps, filled with sweet- 
scented oil, ysrere seen to fall from the Regents of the cardinal 
and the subsiatary points of the compass.^* For Duryodhanas 
sake, many such were seen to come from Narada and Parvata 
ill especial, lighting up that darkness. The (Kaurava) army 
then, disposed in compact array, looked resplendent, on that 
night, with the light of those lamps,'* the costly ornaments 
(on the persons of the combatants), and the blazing celestial 
weapons as those were shot or hurled by it. On each car 
were placed five lamps and on each infuriate elephant 
three.*'* And upon each horse was placed a large lamp. Thus 
was that host lighted iip by^ the Kara warriors.f Set in 
their places withip ft short time, those lamps speedily lighted 
upthy army.*^ Indeed, all the troops, thus made radiant by 

, i ' • 

♦ Initteid ol the Bombay edition readaia<r<r^a;>.—T. 

t Xher# be a mistake in this $loka in its reference to tht 

psUidavas* reading, however, that occurs in all the printed edittohSt 

is the sihMu ll oner manuscript I find (which I 
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'tfc» fbdl-sdldid^- with oil-'tjd lamps in thiir haiids, I^kfedl 
b^utifdtlike obuda in t^e nocturnal sky illumined by 
of ligliteing.** When, the Kuru host had thus been illumina^ 
ed, Drona, endued with the effulgence of the fire, scorching 
evetything around, looked radiant, O king, in his golden 
amour, like the mid-day Sun of blazing rays.’® The light of 
those lamps began^'to be reflected from the golden orngftnents, 
the bright cuirasses and bows, and the well-tempered weapons 
of the combatants,*® And maces twined with strings, and 
bright ParigkaSy and cars and shafts an(^ darts, as they coursed 
along; repeatedly created, 0*Ajamida, by their reflection, my- 
riads of lamps,*’ And umbrellas and yak-tails and scimitars 
and blazing brands, O king, and necklaces of gold, as these 
were whirled or moved, reflecting that light, looked exceeding- 
ly beautiful.** Illuminated by the light of those lamps and 
irradiated by the reflection from weapons and ornaments, that 
host, O king, blazed up with splendour.** Well-tempered and 
beautiful weapons, red with blood, and whirled by heroes, 
created a blazing effulgence there like flashes of in 

the sky at the end of summer.*^ The faces of wartior^,, im- 
petuously pursuing foes for striking them down ajpd themselves 
trembling in the ardour of the rush, looked beautiful like 
masses of clouds urged on by the wind.** As the splendour of 
the Sun becomes fierce on the occasion of the conflagration 
of a forest full of trees, oven so on that terrible night became 
the splendour of that fierce and illuminated host.** Beholding 
that host of ours thus illumined, the Parthas also, with great 
speed, stirring up the foot-soldiers throughout their arm^% 
acted like ourselves.*^ On each elephant they placed seven 
lamps, on each car, ten ; and oii the back of each steed, they 
placed two lamps ; and on the flanks and. rear (of their cafs) 
Ifchd on their standards also, they placed jnany lamps.** Aiid 
on the flanks of their host, and iu the rear and the van, an4 
all around and within, many other lamps were lighted. The 
K^^Tua having done the same, both the arniies were thiia 
Ughted*’ Throughout the host, the foot-aoldiers became mingl- ' 
wd with elephants and* cars and cavalry^ -And the at’iny of 
Pilndn’s son was also illuminated by others (than foot-solars) 
■■■■' 67 ■ ■ ' ■: ..'.-SoOV-- 
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itahdiog with blazing torches in their hands;*^^ With those 
lamps that host became fiercely effulgent like a blazing fire 
&ade doubly resplendent by the dazzling rays of .the maker of 
day,®^ The splendour of both the armies, overspreading the 
Earth, the welkin, and all the points of the compass, seemedi 
to increase. With that light thy army as also theirs became 
distinctly visible.®* Awakened by that lighf which reached the 
skies, the gods, the Gandharvas, the Yakshas, the Itishis and 
others crowned with (ascetic) success, and the Apsaras, all came 
there,®® Crowded then with gods, and Gandharvas, and Fa^"• 
shas, and Rishis crowned with (ascetic) success, and Apsaras, 
and the spirits of slain warriors .about to enter the celestial 
regions, the field of battle looked like a second heaven.®^ 
Teeming with cars and steeds and elephants brilliantly illu- 
mined with lamps, with angry combatants and horses slain or 
wandering wildly, that vast force of arrayed warriors and steeds 
and elephants looked like the arrays of the celestials and the 
A stiras in days of old.®® The rush of darts formed the fierce 
winds, great cars the clouds, the neigh and grunt of steeds and 
elephants the roars, shafts the showers, and the blood of 
warriors and animals the flood, of that tempest-like nocturnal 
encounter between those god-like men.*® In the midst of that 
battle, that foremost of Brahmanas, viz,, the high-souled Ac^wat- 
thaman, scorching the Pandavas, O. ruler of men, resembled 
the midday Sun at the end of the season of rains, scorching 
everything with his fierce rays.' "f®® 


^ The second line of 30, as it occurs in the Bengal texts, is adopted 
by me. Slight diflTefenees of reading occur between the Bengal and the 
Bombay editions.— T. 

t 8 regards alriloat every one of these slokas, differences of reading 
ate observable between the Bengal texts and the Bombay edition. The 
readings of the Bombay edition are almost uniformly better. Then again, 
many of 'these are disfigured with syntactical pleonasms and other 
grave errors, Aboiinding with tiresome repetitions that scarcely attract 
notice amid the variety of synonyms with which the language of the 
original aboun^^ an|d*i amid also the melodious flow of the rjthm, the 
defcctsibecomai^ariiig in translation At the altar, however, of faith- 
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‘"Sanjaya ^aid,— ‘When the field of battlo which had befo^ ■ 
been enveloiTed in darkness and dust had thus become illumi- 
nated, heroic warriors encountered one another, desirous of 
taking one another’s lives,* ‘ Encountering one another in 
battle, O king, those combatants, armed with lances and ^ords 
and other weapons, gazed at one another, under the influence 
of rage.* With those thousands of lamps blazing all around, 
and with the more dazzling lamps of the gods and the Oandhar- 
vaa, set upon golden stands decked with jewels, and fed with 
fragrant oil, the field of' battle, O Bharata, looked resplendent 
like the firmament bespangled with stars,*"'^ With hundreds 
upon hundreds of blazing brands, the Earth looked exceedingly 
beautiful Indeed, the Earth seemed to be in a conflagration 
like to what happens at the universal destruction.f®- All the 
points of the compass blazed up with those lamps all around 
and looked like trees covered by fire-flies at an evening in the 
season of rains.* Heroic combatants then, O king, engaged in 
battle with heroic rivals. Elephants engaged with elephants, 
and horsemen with horsemen,’ and car- warriors with car war- 
riors, filled with joy, on that fierce night, at the command of 
thy son.* The clash of the two armies, both consisting of four 
kinds of forces, became terrible. Then Arjuna, O monarch, be- 
gan, with great speed, to destroy the Kaurava ranks, weakening 
all the kings.’* 

‘*Dhritarashtra said, — 'When the invincible Arjuna, excited 
with wrath and unable to brook (the feats of the Kurus), 
penetrated into the army of my Son, what became the state 
of your minds ?‘® Indeed, when that scorcher of foes entered 

fitlneas, I have been obliged to sacrifice elegance, in rendering this 
section: — T. * 

* The Bengal reading tathd lake is incorrect. The Bombay text 
correctly reads tadoXoH. Then also, instead of the Bengal reading 
sdchck Bimdvrite (which is faulty), the true reading is rajsd tamaad vr%* 

t LokdndiBiahhAve is explained by Nilkaniha as r-T. 
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mio tbear midst, wbikt did soldiers tWnk ? s^ 

iflso did Duiyodhana think /to he adopt^ then Who 
wei^ those chastisers of foes that proceeded* in that battle 
' ^gMttst that hero ? Indeed, when Arjuna of white steeds 
entered {our army), who were they that proteotid, Prona ?^* 
Who guarded the right wheel and who the left wheel of 
Drona's car ? Who were those heroes that protected tfie r^ar 
of that battling hero?** Indeed, when BharadwSja’s spon 
proceedfed, slaying the (a’ong his routeX who were they 
that proceeded in his van ? That mighty and invincible bow- 
man who penetrated into the midst of the Panchalas,*^ that 
tiger among men, endued with great valour, who proceeded, 
as if dancing, along the track of his car, and consumed large 
throngs of Panchala cars by means of bis shafts*® like a rag- 
ing conflagration, alas, how did that Drona meet with his 
death ? Thou always speakest of my foes as cool and unvan- 
quished and cheerful and swelling with might in battle*, Thos 
dost not, however, speak of mine in such words. On the 
other hand, thou describest them to be slain, pale, and routed, 
and thou speakest of my car- warriors as alw^ays deprived of 
their cars in all the battles* they fight 

**Sanjaya continued, — ‘Understanding the wishes of Drona 
who was bent on battle, Duryodhana, on that night, O king, 
addressing his obedient brothers,*® viz,, Vikarna and Chitrasena 
and Supar^a and Duddharsha and Dirghavahu and all those 
that followed them, said these words:*® — Ye heroes of great 
valour, struggling with resolution, all of you protect* Drona 
from the rear I The son of Hridika will protect his right 
wheel and Gala his left I*® — Saying this, thy son then urged 
forwards, placing them at the van, the remnant of the brave 
and mighty Trigarta car- warriors, saying,** — The preceptor is 
merciful. The PSiidavas are lightine with great resolution. 
While engaged in slaughtering the foe in battle, protect him 
well, unltiti|g;:t^et»her Drona is mighty in battle ; is en- 
dued with ^at lightness of band and great valour. He can 
vanquish tine verjf gods in battle, — what need then be said of 
the Pii^vas abd the Somakas?*® All of youi however, 
uinted %T|p 0 ther 4id struggling with great resolution hi Ibis 



1^^ invincibfe that mighiy 

c«ttr-warrior, via?,;' |)hfis||a ay^ lEitmpi Dhrtshl^y^m- 

na, I do not see the man amongst all the warriors of the: 
Patidavas thafc can vanquish Drona in battle!** I, therefore, 
think that we should, with dlir whole souh protect the son of 
Bharadwaja! Protected (by ns), he is sure to slay the Soma- 
kas and the Srinjayas one after a^^otber.** Upon the slaughter < 
of all the Srinjayas at the head of the (Pandava) army, ©rpnaV 
son, without doubt, will slay Dhtishtadyumna in battle,** 
Similarly, the mighty car-warrior Kama will vanquish Arjuna 
in battle. As regards Bhimasena and others clad in mail, I 
will subjugate them all in fight.** The rest of the Pandavas, 
deprived of energy, will be easily defeated by other warriors. 
It is evident, my success then will last for ever.** For these 
reasons, protect the mighty car-warrior Drona in battle P— 
Having said these words, O chief of the Bharatas, thy son 
Dnryodhana,*® urged his troops on that night of terrible dark- 
ness. Then commenced a battle, O chief of the Bharatas,** 
bdtween the two hosts, O monarch, both actuated by the desire 
of vict.ory. Arjuna began to affiict the Kauravas, and the 
Kauravas began to afflict Arjuna, wiih diverse kinds of wea- 
pons. Drona s son covered the ruler of the Panchalas, and 
Drona himself covered the Srinjayas, with showers of straight 
shafts in that battle. And as the Pandu and the PS.nchaIa 
troops (on the one side) and the Kaurava troops (on the other), 
O Bharata, were eng<aged in slaughtering each other, fhere 
arose a furious uproar on the field. The battle that took 
place on that night was so terrible and fierce that its like had 
never been pre\dousIy witnessed by ourselves or those gone 
before us.* "•*-** 

Section CLXV. 

'^Sanjaya said, — ‘During the progress of that terrible ncc- 
turnal engagment, O king, which was fraught with an indis- 
Griminate carnage, Dharma's son Yudhishthira,* addressed , the 
Pandavas, the Panchalas, and the Somakas. Indeedi O king, 
for the destruction of men, cars, and elephants,* king Yudbish- 



thira commanded his own tfoops, saying,— Proceed ye againi^ 
Ihrona only, for slaying Mm !**— At the command of the king, 
O monarch, the Pinchalas and the Somahaa rushed againsk 
Ilrbna alone, uttering terrible shoitts* Ourselves excited with 
rage, and loudly roaring in retufn, rushed against them, to 
the best of our prowess, courage^ aihd might, in battle.* Krita- 
• yarman the son of Hridika ^shed against Yudhishthira as 
the latter was advancing against Drona, like an infuriate ele- 
phant against an infuriate- compeer.' Against Cini’s grandson 
who advanced scattering arrowy showers all around, rushed, 
O king, the Kuru warrior Bhuri, that grinder (of foes) in 
battle.* Kama the son of Vikartana, O king, resisted that 
mighty car-warrior, vis., Pandu’s son Sahadeva, as the latter 
advanced for getting at Drona.* King Duryodhana, in that 
bdttle, himself rushed against that foremost of car-warriors, 
vis., Bhimasena, advancing on his car like the Destroyer.* 
Cakuni the son of Suvala, O king, proceeding quickly, resisted 
that foremost of warriors, vis,, Nakula, who was conversant 
with every kind of battle.’® Kripa the son of Caradwat, '0 
king, resisted Cikhandin in that battle, that foremost of car- 
warriors, as the latter advanced on his car." Dusgasana, O 
king, contending vigorously, resisted Pritivindhya as the 
latter advanced with resolution, (on his car) drawn by steeds 
looking like peacocks.** A 9 watthaman, O monarch, resisted 
Bhimasena’s son, vis., the ReiJeshaea (Ghatotkacha) acquainted 
with a hundred kinds of illusion, as the latter advanced.’* 
Vrishasena in that battle resisted the mighty Drupada with 
his troops and followers, as the latter advanced for getting at 
Drona.’* The ruler of the Madras, O king, excited with wrath, 
resisted Virata, 0 Bharata, as the latter quickly advanced for 
the slaughter of Drona.’* Chitrasena, in that battle, resisted, 
with great force and shooting mdny shafts, Nakula’s son Cata- 
nika* as the latter advanced for slaying Drona.'* The prince 
<5f Rslcshasa^i^piz.i Alamvusha, O king, resiste<J Arjuna, that 
foremost of ^-^frailriors, as the latter advanced.^^ Dhrishta- 
dyvimiia the prince; of the Panchalas, cheerfully resisted the 

A diff0!r||it;rea<8ng occurs ia the Bombay editioa,— T, 
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great bowman Droiia as Ihc latter w in slanghtering 

the foe.^* As regards the other mightj car- warriors of the 
Pandavas, that advanced (against Drona), other car^warriors 
of thy army, O king, resisted them with great forcc.^* Ele- 
phant-rilers, speedily encountering elephant- riders in that 
dreadful battle, began to fight with each other and grind each 
other by thousands.®® At dead of night, 0 monarch,* as the 
steeds rushed against each other with impetuosity, they looked 
like winged hills,** Horsemen, O monarch, encountered horse- 
men, armed with lances and darts and swords* and uttering 
loud shouts.** Large numbers of men slaughtered one another 
in heaps, with maces and short clubs and diverse other wear* 
pons.** Kritavarman the son of Hridika, excited with wrath, 
resisted Dharma’s son Yudhishthira, like continents* resisting 
the swelling sea,** Yudhishthira, however, piercing Hridika’s 
son with five arrows, once more pierced him with twenty, 
and addressing him, said, — Wait, Wait !** — Then Kritavarman, 
O sire, excited with wrath, cut off, with a broad-headed shaft, 
the bow of king Yudhishthira the just and pierced the latter 
with seven arrows.** Taking up another bow, that mighty 
car- warrior, viz., DJiarma^s son, pierced the son of Hridika in 
the arms and the chest with ten arrows.*’^ Then that warrior 
of Madhu’s race, thus pierced, O sire, by Dharma’s son in 
that battle, trembled with rage and afflicted Yudhishthira 
with seven shafts.*® Then Pritha’s son, cutting off his enemy's 
bow as also the leathern fence that cased his hands, sped at 
him five keen shafts whetted oil stone.®* Those fierce shafts, 
piercing through the latter’s costly armour decked with gold, 
entered the Earth like snakes into an anthill.*® Within the 
twinkling of an eye, Kritavarman, taking up another bow, 
pierced the son of Pandu with»sixty arrows and once more with 
ten.*V Of immeasurable soul, the son of Pandu then, placing 
his targe bow on his car, sped at Kritavarman a dart resem- 
bling a snake.** That dart decked with gold, sped by the son 
of Pandu, piercing through Kritavarman s right am, entered 
the Earth.** Meanwhile, Pritha's son, taking up his fonjai^- 
dable bow, shrouded the son of Hridika with showers of straight 
shafts.*^ Then the brave Kritavarman, that great car-warriot 



amoftg the Yrishnis, withih less tlvibri the tsTinkllhg df fth eje; 
made Tndhishthira steedless and driverless and csrlera.** 

♦ . -s ■ 

Thereupon the eldest son of Pandu took up a sword and a shield. 
Then he of Madhus race cut off both those^ w-eapcns in that 
battle.** Yudhishthira then, taking up a fierce lance equipt 
with a gold-decked staff, quickly sped it, in that battle, at the 
illustrious son of Hridika.*' Hridika's son, however, smiling the 
while, and displaying great lightness of hands, cut off into two 
fragments that lance hurled from the arms of Yudhishthira, as it 
coursed impetuously towards him.** He then covered the son 
of Dharma with a hundred arrows in that encounter. Excited 
with wrath, he then cut off the latter's coat of mail with 
showers of shafts.** Yudhishthira's armour decked with gold, 
cut off by Hridikas son with his shafts, dropped down from 
his body, O king, like a cluster of stars dropping down from 
the firmament.*® His armour cut off, himself deprived of car 
and afflicted with the shafts of Kritavarman, Dharma's son 
Yudhishthira quickly retreated from battle.*^ The mighty 
car- warrior Kritavarman then, having vanquished Yudhishthira , 
the son of Dharma, once more began to protect the wheel of 
Drona’s car/ "** 


Section CLXVI. 

‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Bhuri, O king, in that battle, resisted 
that foremost of car- warriors, viz., the grandson of Ciui, who 
advanced like an elephant towards a lake full of water.^ Then 
Satyaki, excited with wrath, pierced his foe in thef chest with 
fiv,e keen shafts. At this, the latter's blood began to flow.* 
The Kuru warrior in that encounter similarly pierced with 
great speed the grandson of Cini, that hero difficult of defeat 
in battle, with teii shafts in the chest.* Those warriors, draw- 
ing their bows to their fullest stretch, and with eyes red in 
wrath, begatii' to mangle each ether in that combat.*' 

Tiie arrowy ‘dbw|pours of those two warriors, both excited 
with ragb land rwpbling death himself or^the Sun scattering 
his raya, terrible.* Shrouding each other 
with their |each stayed before the other m that battle.. 
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For a short while that battle proceeded equally.* Then, O 
king, the grandson of Gini, excited with rage and smiling the 
while, cut off the bow of the illustrious Kuru warrior in that, 
battle/ Having cut off his bow, Satyaki quickly pierced him 
in the chest with nine keen arrows and addressing him, said, — 
Wait! Wait/ — That scorcher of foes deeply pierced by his 
mighty foe, quickly took up another bow and pierced th§ Sa-^ 
twata warrior in return.® Having pierced the Satwata hero 
with three shafts, O monarch, Bhuri then, smiling the while, 
cut off his foe’s bow with a sharp and broad-headed shaft.** 
His bow being cut off, Satyaki, O king, maddened with rage, 
hurled an impetuous dart at the broad chest of Bhuri.** Pierc- 
ed with that dart, Bhuri fell down from his excellent car, 
covered with blood, like the Sun dropping down from the 
Hiament.*® Beholding him thus slain, the mighty car-war^- 
rior A 9 wattharaan, O Bharata, rushed impetuously against the 
grandson of Oini** Having addressed Satyaki, O king, say- 
ing — Wait ! Wait 1 — he shrouded him with showers of shafts, 
like the clouds pouring torrents of rain on the breast of Meru.** 
Beholding him rushing towards the car of Cini’s grandson, the 
mighty car warrior Ghatotkacha, O king, uttering a loud roar, 
addressed him, saying,** — Wait, Wait, O son of Drona ! Thou 
shalt not escape me with life ! I will presently slay thee like 
the six-faced (Kartikeya) slaying (the Asura) Mahisha.** I 
shall today, on the field, purge thy heart of all desire of 
battle ! — Having said these words, that slayer of hostile heroes, 
viz., the Rdkshasa (Ghatotkacha), with eyes red like copper 
in wrath, *’^ rushed furiously against the son of Drona, like a 
lion rushing against a prince of elephants. And Ghatotkacha 
sped at his foe shafts of the measure of the Alesha of a 
car,*® and covered that bull amopg car-warriors therewith, like 
clouds pouring torrents of rain. With his own shafts resembl- 
ing snakes of virulent poison, Drona s son, however, in that 
battle, quickly dispelled that arrowy shower before it could 
reach him. He then pierced that chastiser of foes, viz., Gha- 
totkacha, that prince of Rdkshasas, with hundreds of keen 
and swiftly-coursing arrows, all capable of penetrating into 
the very vitals. Thus pierced with those shafts by A^watthfc- 
68 
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ifian, that Rdkshdaa, on the field of battle/*'** looked beauti- 
ful, O monarch, like a porcupine with quills erect on its body. 
.Then the valiant son of Bhimasena, filled with rage,** mangled 
the son of Drona with many fierce arrows whizzing through 
the air with the roar of the thunder. And he rained on A 9 wat- 
t ha man a perfect shower of arrows of diverse kinds, some 
cquip/j with heads like razors, some shaped as the crescent. 
Some long and pointed, some frog-faced, some with heads re- 
sembling the boar’s ear, some barbed, and some of other 
species.* Like the wind dispersing mighty masses of clouds, 
Dronas son, O king, without his senses being agitated, des- 
,^troyed with his own terrible arrows inspired by mantras with 
the force of celestial weapons, that fierce, unbearable, and un- 
rivalled shower of weapons, whose sound resembled the roar of 
the thunder, and which fell incessantly upon him. It seemed 
then that another encounter was taking place in the welkin 
between weapons (as the combatants),**'* • which was terrible, 
G king, and which filled the warriors with awe. With the 
.sparks all around, generated by the clash of the weapons shot 
by those two warriors,*^ the welkin looked beautiful as if illu- 
mined by myriads of fire-flies in the evening. Drona’s son 
then, filling all the points of the compass with his shafts,** 
shrouded the Rdkshasa himself, for doing what was agreeable 
to thy sons. Then commenced a battle once more between 
Drona’s son and the i?a/.\s/iasa,** on that night of thick dark- 
ness, which resembled the encounter between Cakra and Prah- 
^lada. Then Ghatotkacha, filled with rage, struck Drona’s son, 
in that battle, on the chest, with ten shafts, each resembling 
the Yuga fire. Deeply pierced by the Rdkshasa, the mighty 
son of Drona began to tremble in that battle like a tall tree 
shaken by the wind. Supporting himself by holding the flag- 
staff, he swooned away.**'** Then all thy troops, O king, 
uttered cries of Oh and Alas. Indeed, O monarch, all thy war- 
Tiors then regarded Drona’s son as slain.** Beholding A5wat- 
. 

* as used here, appear to have been some species of shsfts. 

In an earliff note, relying on other authorities, I took it to mean some 
kind of air-gun.— tr. 
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thamin in that plight, th% ^Panchalag and the Srinjayas in 
that battle uttered leonine roars.** Then that crusher of foes, 
viz., the mighty car-warrior A<jwatthaman, recovering hLs sens- ^ 
es, forcibly drawing the bow with his left hand,*® and stretch- 
ing the bowstring to his ear, quickly shot a terrible shaft re- 
sembling the rod of Yama himself, aiming at Ghatotkacha,*** 
That excellent shaft, fierce and equipt with goodly wings, pierc- 
ing through the chest of the ItdJcshasa, entered the Earth, O 
king.*’^ Deeply pierced, O monarch, by Drona's son who was 
proud of his prowess in battle, that prince of Rdkshasas, en- 
dued with great strength, sat down on the terrace of his car.” 
Beholding Hidimva’s son deprived of his senses, his charioteer, 
inspired with fear, speedily removed him from the field, bear- 
ing him away from the presence of Drona’s son.®'* Having 
pierced that prince of Rdkshasas, viz,, Ghatotkacha, in that 
encounter thus, Drona’s son, that mighty car-warrior, uttered 
a loud roar.*® Worshipped by thy sons as also by all thy war- 
warriors, O Bharafea, A<;watthaman’s body blazed up like the 
midday Sun.*‘ 

*As regards Bhimasena who was battling in front of 
Dronas car, king Duryodhana himself pierced him witli many 
whetted shafts*® Bhimasena, however, O Bharata, pierced 
him in return with nine arrows. Duryodhana then pierced 
Bhimasena with twenty arrows.*® Covered with each other’s 
arrows on the field of battle, those two. warriors looked like 
the Sun and the Moon covered with clouds in the firmament.** 
Then king Duryodhana, 0 chief of the Bharatas, pierced Bhi- 
ma with five winged arrows and said, — Wait ! Wait 1*® — Bhima 
then, cutting off his bow as also his standard with keen shafts, 
pierced the Kuru king himself with ninety straight arrows.*® 
Then Duryodhana, filled with. rage, taking up a more formi- 
dable bow, O chief of the Bharatas, afflicted Bhimasena, at the 
van* of battle, with many whetted shafts,* in the very sight of 
all the bowmen. Baffling those shafts shot from Duryodhana s 
bow, Bhima*’**® pierced the Kuru king with fivt and twenty 
short arrows. Duryodhana then, O sire, excited with wrath, 
cut off Bhimasena’s bow with a razor-faced arrow and pierced 
Bhima himself with tom shafts in return; Then the mighty 
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Bhimasena, taking up another bow,^»-** quickly pierced the 
king with seven keen shafts. Displaying great lightness of 
hand, Duryodhana cut off even that bow of his.*^ The second^ 
the third, the fourth, and the fifth, bow that Bhima took up 
were similarly cut off. Indeed, O king,, thy son, proud of hia 
prowess and desirous of victory, cut off Bhima’s bow as soon 
as th^e latter took up one. Seeing his bows repeatedly cut 
off,**"** Bhima then hurled in that battle a dart made wholly 
of iron and hard as the thunder. That dart, blazing as a 
flame of fire, resembled the sister of Death.** The Kuru 
king, however, in the very sight of all the warriors and before 
the eyes of Bhima himself, cut into three fragments that dart, 
which coursed towards him through the welkin with the splen- 
dour of fire and dividing it, as it were, by a straight line such 
as is visible on the head of a woman parting her tresses. 
Then Bhima, O king, whirling his heavy and blazing mace, 
hurled it with great force at the car of Duryodhana. That 
heavy mace speedily crushed the steeds, the driver, and the 
car also, of thy son in that encounter. Thy son then, O 
monarch, afoared of Bhima and shrinking within the narrowest 
compass,**"** ascended another car, viz,^ that of the illustrious 
Nandaka. Then Bhima, regarding Suyodhana to have been 
slain amid the darkness of that night,” uttered a loud leonine 
roar, challenging the Kauravas. Thy warriors regarded the 
king to be slain.'* All of them tittered loud cries of oh and 
alas. Hearing the wails of the afrighted warriors,*' and the 
roars of the high-souled Bhima, O king, king Yudhishthira 
also regarded Suyodhana to have been slain.** And the eldest 
son of Pandu thereupon rushed quickly to the spot where 
Vrikodara the son of Pritha w'as. And the Panchalas, the 
Srinjayas, the Matsyas, the . Kaikayas, and the Chedis,** 
speedily advanced, with all their might, against Drona from 
desire of slaying hini. There also occurred a dreadful battle 
between Drona and the enemy. And the combatants of both 
sides were eirveloped in thick gloom and struck and slew one 
another.’ ’ 
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"‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Kama the son of Vikartana,* O king,' re- 
sisted the mighty car-warrior Sahadeva, in that battle, who 
advanced from desire of getting at Drona.* Piercing the son 
of Radha with nine shafts, Sahadeva once more pierced that 
warrior with nine straight arrows.* Kama then pierced Saha- 
deva in return with a hundred strai^^ht shafts, and displaying 
great lightness of hand, cut oflf the latter's stringed bow.* 
Then the valiant son of Madri, taking up another bow, pierced 
Kama with twenty arrows. This feat of his seemed exceeding- 
ly wonderful.^ Then Kama, slaying Sahadeva's steeds with 
many straight shafts, speedily despatched the latter's driver 
with a broad-headed shaft, to Yama's abode.* The earless 
Sahadeva then took up a sword and a shield. Even those 
weapons were cut off by Kama smiling the while.* Then the 
mighty Sahadeva, in that encounter, sped towards the car of 
Vikartana's son, a heavy and terrible mace decked with gold.*^ 
Kama then, with his shafts, quickly cut off that mace which 
hurled by Sahadeva, coursed towards him impetuously, and 
caused it to fall down on the Earth.* Beholding his mace cut 
off, Sahadeva quickly hurled a dart at Kama. That dart also 
was cut off by Kama.* The son of Madri then, quickly jump- 
ing down from his excellent car, and blazing with wrath upon 
beholding Kama stationed before him,‘® took up a car-wheel 
and hurled it at the son of Adhiratha. The Suta^s son, how- 
ever, with many thousands of arrows, cut off that wheel 
coursing towards him like the uplifted wheel of Death. When 
that wheel had been cut off, Sahadeva, O sire,“*** aiming at 
Kama, hurled at him the shaft of his car, the traces of his 
steeds, the yokes of cars, the limbs of elephants and steeds and 
dead human bodies. Kama cut off all these with his shafts. 
Seeing himself deprived of all weapons, Madri's son*^"** Saha- 

♦ Vaikartana may also mean one who has peeled off hiS skin or natural 
armour. To preserve dramatic propriety, the Hindu commentators explain 
it in this sense when it occurs in any such passage, for the real origin of 
Kama, vi»,y his procreation by the deity of the Sun, became known after 
his death. — T. 
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deva, struck by Kama with many shafts, left the battle. Pur- 
suing him for a while, the son of Radha, O bull of Bharata's 
race/* smilingly addressed Sahadeva and said these cruel words : 
— Do not, O hero, fight in battle with those that are superior 
to thee Fight with thy equals, 0 son of Madri ! Do not 
mistrust my words ! — Then touching him with the horn of his 
bow, he once more said,*^ — Yonder Arjuna is fighting resolutely 
with the Kurus in battle. . Go there, O son of Madri, or return 
home, if thou likest — Having said those words, Kama, that 
foremost of car-warxiors, smilingly proceeded on his car against 
the troops of the king of the Panchalas.** That slayer of foes, 
that mighty car-warrior, devoted to truth, slew not the son of 
Madri although he had got the opportunity, recollecting the 
words of Kunti.*® Sahadeva then, heartless and afflicted with 
arrows, and pierced with the wordy darts of Kama, no longer 
cherished any love for life.*‘ That mighty car-warrior then 
quickly ascended the car of Janamejaya, the illustrious prince 
of the Panchalas.* 


Section CLXVIII. 

‘'Sanjaya said, — ‘The ruler of the Madras shrouded on all 
sides, with clouds of shafts, Virata with his troops, who was 
proceeding quickly for getting at Drona.^ The battle that took 
place between those two great bowmen resembled, O king, that 
between Vali and Vasava in days of yore.* The ruler of the 
Madras, O monarch, with great activity, struck Virata, that 
commander of a large division, with a hundred straight shafts.* 
King Virata, in .return, pierced the ruler of the Madras with 
nine keen arrows, and once more with three and seventy and 
once again with a hundred.* The ruler of the Madras then, 
slaying the four steeds yoked unt^ Viratas car, cut down with 
a couple of shafts, the latter's umbrella and standard.* Quickly 
jumping down from that steedless car, the king stood, drawing 
his bow and slfioc^ng keen shafts.® Beholding his brother de- 
prived of his steeds, Catanika quickly approached him on his 
car in the very sight of all the troops.^ The ruler of the Madras, 
however/piercing the advancing Catanika with many shafts, 
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despatched him to the j?bode of Yama.* Upon the fall of 
the heroic Catanika, Yirata, that commander of a large di- 
vision, ascended the fallen hero’s car decked with standard and 
garlands.** Opening his eyes wide, and with prowess doubled 
by wrath, Virata quickly covered the car of the ruler of the 
Madras with winged arrows.^® The ruler of the Madras then, 
excited with rage, deeply pierced Virata,' that commander of a 
large division, in the chest, with a Jiundred straight shafts,** 
Deeply pierced by the mighty ruler of the Madras, that great 
car-warriorj viz.^ Virata, sat down, on the terrace of his car and 
swooned away.** His driver then, beholding him mangled with 
shafts in that encounter, bore him away. Then that vast force, 
O Bharata, fled away on that night,** slaughtered with hun- 
dreds of arrows by Galya, that ornament of battle. Beholding 
the troops flying away, Vasudeva and Dhananjaya** quickly 
advanced to that spot, O monarch, where Galya was stationed. 
Then that prince of Rdlcshasas, mz,, Alamvusha, O king, riding 
upon a foremost car equipt with eight steeds, having terrible- 
looking Pifdchas of equine faces yoked unto it, furnished with 
blood-red banners, decked with floral garlands made of black 
iron, covered with bear-skins, and possessing a tall standard 
over which perched a terrible, fierce-looking, and incessantly 
fihrieking vulture of spotted wings and wide-open eyes, pro- 
ceeded against those advancing heroes.**’** That Rdkshasa, 
O king, looked beautiful like a loose heap of antimony, and 
he withstood the advancing Arjuna, like Meru withstanding 
a tempest,*® scattering showers of arrows, O monarch, upon 
Arjuna’s head. The battle then that commenced between that 
Rdicshasa and that human warrior, was exceedingly fierce.*® 
And it filled all the spectators there, O Bharata, with delight. 
And it conduced to the joy also of vultures and crows and 
ravens and owls and Kanakas and jackals.** Arjuna struck 
Alamvusha with six shafts and then cut off his standard 
with ten sharp arrows.** With a few other arrows he cut off 
his driver, and with some others his Trivenu, *and with one 


* The second line of 9 is read differently in the Calcutta edition. 

I adopt the Bombay reading. — T. 
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more, his bow, and with four others his four steeds.** Alam- 
vusha stringed another bow, but that also Arjuna cut off 
into two fragments. Then, O bull of Bharata's race, Partha 
pierced that prince of Rdicshasas with four keen arrows. Thus 
pierced, the lictkshasa fled away in fear. Having vanquished 
him, Arjuna quickly proceeded towards the spot where Drona 
was,**"”** shooting as he went, many shafts, O king, at men, 
elephants, and steeds. Slaughtered, O monarch, by the illus- 
trious son of Pandu,** the combatants fell down on the ground, 
like trees laid low by a tempest. While thus being slaughtered 
by the illustrious son of Panda, all of them fled like a frighten*^ 
ed herd of deer.' '’*’ 


Section CLXIX. 

“Sanjaya said, — *Thy son Chitrasena, O Bharata, resisted 
(Nakula's son) Catanika who was engaged in scorching thy host 
with his keen shafts.* Nakula's son pierced Chitrasena with 
five arrows. The latter then pierced the former in return with 
ten whetted shafts.* And once more Chitrasena, O monarch, 
in that battle, pierced Catanika in the chest with nine keen 
shafts.* The son of Nakula then, with many straight shafts, 
cut Chitrasena's armour from off his body. This feat of hia 
seemed exceedingly wonderful.* Divested of his armour, thy 
son, O king, looked exceedingly beautiful, like a snake, O mon- 
arch, having cast off his slough in the proper season.* Then 
Nakula’s son, with many keen shafts, cut off the struggling 
Chitrasena s standard, and then his bow, O monarch, in that 
encounter.* His bow cut off in that combat, and deprived also 
of his armour, that mighty car-warrior then, O king, took up 
another bow capable of piercing* every foe.* Then Chitrasena, 
that mighty car-warriqr amongst the Bharatas, quickly pierced 
the son of Nakula with many straight arrows.* The mighty 
Catanika, excited with rage, O Bharata, slew the four steeds 
of Chitrasena and then his driver.* The illustrious Chitrasena, 
endued with grea^ strength, jumping down from that car, afflict- 
ed the son of N^ula with five and twenty arrows.** Then 
Nakula 3 son with a crcscent*shapod arrow, cut off in that 
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combat the gold-decked bo^Y of Chitrascna while the latter 
was engaged in thus striking him.” Bowless and earless and 
steedless and driverless, Chitrasena then quickly ascended the ^ 
car of the illustrious son of Hridika.” 

« ‘Vrishasena, 0 king, rushed with great speed, scattering 
shafts in hundreds, against the mighty car-warrior Drupada ad- 
vancing at the head of his troops against Dfona.^^^ Yajnasena, 
in that encounter, pierced that mighty ear- warrior, viz., the son 
of Kama, in the arms and the che*st, O lord, with sixty 
arrows.” Vrishasena then, excited with rage, quickly pierced 
Yajnasena standing on his car, with many shafts in the centre 
of the chest.” Those two warriors, mangled with arrows, and 
with shafts sticking to their bodies, looked beautiful like a 
couple of porcupines with their quills erect.” Bathed in blood 
in consequence of the wounds caused by those straight arrows of 
keen points and golden wings, they looked exceedingly beauti- 
ful in that dreadful encounter.” Indeed, the spectacle they pre- 
sented was that of a couple of beautiful and radiant KaPpa trees 
or of a couple of Kingiihas rich with their flowery burthens.” 
Then Vrishasena, O king, having pierced Drujoada with nine 
arrows, once more pierced him with seventy, and then again 
with three other arrows.” Then shooting thousands of arrows, 
Kama's son, O monarch, looked beautiful in that battle, like a 
cloud pouring torrents of rain.®* Then Drupada, inflamed 
with wrath, cut off Vrishasenas bow into two fragments, with 
a broad-headed arrow, sharp and well-tempered.®^ Taking up 
then another gold-decked bow that was new and str v.ng, and 
drawing out of his quiver a strong, whetted, woll-temporod, 
sharp, and broad- headed arrow, ^ and fixing it on his siring, 
and carefully aiming it at Drupada, he let it off with great 
force, inspiring all the Somakas with fear.®® That arrow, 
piercing through the breast of t)rupada, fell on the surface 
of the Earth. The king (of the Panchillas^) then, thus pierced 
through with Vrishasena s arrow, swooned away.®^ His driver 
then, recollecting his own duty, bore him away froyi the field. 

* In the second line of 13, Avi/ay(ftt%u'na77i instead of MahCrroja is 
the correct reading. — T. 
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After the retrei:vi, O morlanih, of that iwighty car-warrior of 
the PanchalaS;** the (Kanrava) army, on that terrible night, 
rushed furiously against I>rupada's troops whose coats of mail 
had been cut off by means of the arrows of the foe,*® In cot^- 
sequence of the blazing lamps dropped by the combatants all 
around, the Earth, O king, looked beautiful like the cloudless 
firmament bospai^gled with planets and stars With the fallen 
Angadas of the combatans, the Earth looked resplendent, O 
king, like a ma^s of clouds in the rainy season with flashes of 
lightning.’^* Addicted with the fear of Karnas son, the Pan- 
chalas fled away on all sides, like the Danavas from fear of 
Indra in the great battle of yore between the gods and the 
Asiims,^^ Thus aBicted in battle by Vrisbasenas the Pancha- 
las and the S)makas, O monarch, illumined by lamps, looked 
exceedingly beautiful.*®*^ Having vanquished them in battle, 
Kama s son looked beautiful like the Suiv, O Bharata, when he 
reaches the meridian.®* Amongst all those thousands of kings 
of thy side and theirs, the valiant Vrishasena then seemed to 
be the one resplendent luminary.** Having defeated m battle 
many heroes and all the mighty car-warriors among the Soma- 
kas, he quickly proceeded, O king, to that spot where king 
Yudhishthira was stationed.®* 

“ ‘Thy son Dusc^asana proceeded against that mighty car- 
warrior, viz., Prativindhya, who was advancing (against Drona), 
scorching his foe.s in battle.*^ The encounter that took place 
between them, 0 king, looked beautiful, like that of Mercury 
and Venus in the cloudless firmament.** Busgasana pierced 
Prativindhya, who was accomplishing fierce feats in battle, 
wdth three arrows in the forehead.*® Deeply pierced by that 
mighty bowman, viz., thy son, Pritivindhya, O monarch, look- 
ed beautiful like a crested hill.®’ The mighty car-warrior Pra- 
rivindhya then, piercing Dus^asana with three arrows, once 
more pierced him with seven.** Thy son then, 0 Bharata, 
achieved there an exceedingly difficult feat, for he felled Prati- 
vindhya’s sf-ec^s with many arrows.*® With another broad- 
headed arro#^ felled the latter’s driver, and then his 

* flkih dokq seems to be a vicious one.— T. 
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Standard. And then he cut 'off, 0 king, into a thousand frag* 
ments the car of Prativindhya armed with the bow/® Excited 
with rage, O lord, thy son also cut off, with his straight shaftsT, 
into numberless fragments the banner, the quivers, the strings, 
and the traces (of his antagonist’s car)/‘ Deprived of his car, 
the virtuous Prativindhya stood, bow in hand, and contended 
with thy son, scattering numberless arrows/* Then Dusija^ 
Sana, displaying great lightness of baud, cut off Prativindhya’a 
bow. And then he afflicted his bowless antagonist with ten 
shafts.^* Beholding their brother (Prativindhya) in that plight, 
his brothers, all mighty car-warriors, rushed impetuously to 
that spot with a large force/* He then ascended the resplen- 
dent car of Sutasoma. Taking up another bow, he continued, 
O king, to pierce thy son/* Then many warriors on thy side, 
accompanied by a large force, rushed impetuously and sur- 
rounded thy son (for rescuing him)/* Then commenced a 
fierce battle between thy troops and theirs, O Bharata, at that 
dreadful hour of raidjiight, enhancing the population of Yama’s 
kingdom,’ 


Section CLXX, 

"‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Against Nakula who was engaged in smit- 
ing thy host, Suvala’s son (Cakuni) in wrath rushed with great 
impetuosity and addressing him, said, — Wait ! Wait !‘ — Each 
enraged with the other and each desirous of slaying the other, 
those two heroes struck each other with shafts sped from their 
bows drawn to their fullest stiefech/ Suvala s son in that en- 
counter displayed the same measure of skill that Nakula dis- 
played, O king, in shooting showers of arrows/ Both pierced 
with arrows, 0 king, in that battle, they looked beautiful like 
a couple of porcupines with quills erect on their bodies/ The 
armour of each cut off by means of shafts with straight points 
and golden wings, and each bathed in blood, those two warriors 
looked resplendent in that dreadful battle* like fwo beautiful 
and brilliant Kalpn trees, or like two flowering Khigukas ou 
the field of battle/ Indeed, O king, those two heroes in that 
encounter, both pierced with arrow's, looked beautiful like a 
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coupie of ^almali t-reos with prickly thorns on them/ Casting 
obli jiie glances on each other with eyes expanded in rage and 
\Vhoso corners had become red, they seemed to scorch each other 
with those glances/ Then thy brother-in-la%v, excited with 
wrath, and smiling the while, pierced Madri’s son in the chest 
with a barbed arrow of keen point/ Deeply pierced by that 
great bowman, viz,, thy brother-in-law, Nakula sat down on the 
terrace of his car and swooned away/* Beholding his proud 
foe, that mortal enemy of his, in that plight, Cakuni uttered 
a roar loud as that of the clouds at the end of summer/^ Re- 
covering consciousness, Nakula, the son of Pandu, once more 
rushed against Suvala\s son, like the Destroyer himself of wide- 
open moufch/^ Inflamed with rage, O bull of Bharata's race, 
he pierced Cakuni with sixty arrows, and once more with a 
hundred long shafts in the centre of his chest/* He then cut 
off Cakuni’s bow with arrow fixed thereon, into two fragments, 
at the handle. And then cutting off in a trice Calcuni’s stand- 
ard, he caused it to fall down on the Earth/^ Piercing next 
Cakuni’s thigh with a keen, sharp, and well-tempered shaft, 
Nakula the son of Paiidu‘* caused him to fall down on his car 
like a liuntor causing a winged hawk to drop down on the Earth. 
Deeply pierced, O king, Cakuni sat down on the terrace of his 
car,‘® clasping his flag-staff, like an amorous man clasping his 
mistress. Bcliolding tliat brother-in-law of thine laid low and 
deprived of consciousness, O sinless one,^’ his driver quickly 
bore him away from the van of battle. The Parthas then, and 
all their followers, uttered a loud roar.** Having vanquished 
his foes, Nakula, that scorcher *)i foes, addressing his driver, 
said, — Bear mo to the host commanded by Drona — Hearing 
these words of Madri’s son, his driver proceeded to that spot, 
O king, where Drona was stationed.*** Against the mighty 
Cikhandin proceeding towards Drona, Kripa the son of Cara- 
dwat resolutely advanced with great impetuosity/* That 
chastiser of foes, viz,, Cikhandin, then, smiling the while, 
pierced with tiixi^ nvYowB the son of Gotama thus advancing 
against him towards the vicinity of Drona.®* The preceptor 

* and ten^ here are equal te yatra and tatra, — T. 
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then (viz., Kripa), that hbnefactar of thy sons, piercing Ci- 
khandin first with five arrows, once more pierced him with 
twenty.*® The combat that took place, O monarch, between 
them, was exceedingly dreadful, like that between Camvara 
and the chief of the celestials in the battle between the gods 
and the Asuras.^"^ Those heroid and mighty car-warriors, both 
invincible in battle, covered the welkin With their arrws, like 
clouds covering the welkin on the expiry of summer,*® Terri- 
ble of itself, that night, O chief of the Bharatas, became more 
terrible still to the heroic combatants engaged in battle.*® 
Indeed, of terrible aspects and inspiring all sorts of fear, that 
night became as it were the death-night (of all creatures). 
Then Cikhandin, O king, cut off, with a crescent-shaped arrow, 
the large bow of Gotama’s son and sped at the latter many 
whetted shafts. Infiamed with wrach, 0 monarch, Kripa then 
sped at his antagonist a fierce dart*^"^® equipt with a golden 
staff and keen point and polished by the hands of the smith. 
Cikhandin, however, cut it off with ten shafts as it coursed 
towards him,*^ That dart then, decked with gold, (thus cut 
off ) fell down on the Earth. Then Gautama, that foremost of 
men, taking up another bow,®° O king, covered Cikhandin with 
a large number of whetted shafts. Thus covered in that battle 
by the illustrious son of Gotama,*^ Cikhandin, that foremost 
of car-warriors, became weakened oxi the terrace of his car. 
Beholding him weakened, Kripa the son of Caradwat, in that 
encounter,** struck him with many arrows, from desire of slay- 
ing him, O Bharata ! (Cikhandin then was borne away by his 
driver). Beholding that mighty car-warrior, viz,, the son of 
Yajnasena retreating from battle,** the Panchalas and the 
Somakas surrounded him on all sides (for rescuing him). Simi- 
larly thy sons also surrounded that foremost of Brahmanas (viz., 
Kripa), *^ with a large force. Then commenced a battle once 
more, between car-warriors, O king, that struck one another.*® 
The uproar that rose became loud as the roar of clouds, O Bha- 
rata, caused by rushing horsemen and elephants, O monarch,*® 
smiting one another down. Then, O king, the field of battle 
looked exceedingly fierce. With the tread of rushing infantry 
the Earth*^ began to tremble, 0 monarch, like a lady moved 
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by fear. Car-warriors, mounting on their cars, rushed impe- 
tuously,®* attacking compeers by thousands, O king, like crows 
seizing winged insects (in the air). Similarly mighty elephants 
with the juice trickling down their bodies, pursuing similar 
elephants, encountered them, 0 Bharata, furicusly. So also, 
horsemen, coming upon horsemen, and foot-soldiers, coming 
upon f^ot-soldiers,®®'“^® angrily encountered one another in that 
bv^ttle. At dead of night r the soixnd of retreating and rushing 
troops and of those coming again to the encounter became 
deafening. The blazing lamps also, placed on cars and elephants 
and steeds, seemed, O king, like large meteors falling from 
the firmament. That night, O chief of the Bharatas, lighten- 
ed up by those lamps,^* looked like day, O king, on the field 
of battle. As the Sun, encountering the thick gloom, destroys 
it completely,*^ even so the thick gloom of the field of battle 
was destroyed by those blazing lamps. Indeed, the welkin, the 
Earth, the cardinal and the subsidiary points of the compass,** 
enveloped by dust and darkness, became once more illuminated 
by that light. The splendour of weapons and coats of mail, 
and of the jewels of illustrious heroes, became overshadowed 
by the light of those blazing lamps. During the progress of 
that fierce battle at night,*®“*^ none of the combatants, O 
Bharata, could know the warriors of his own side. Sire, O 
chief of the Bharatas, slew son,** and son, from ignorance, 
slew sire, and friend slew friend. And relatives slew rela- 
tives, and maternal uncles slew sisters’ sons,*® and warriors 
slew warriors of their own side, and foes slew their own men, 
in that battle, O Bharata. In that flreadful nocturnal encounter, 
O king, all fought furiously, ceasing to have any regard for 
one another.’ 


Section CLXXI. 

'‘Sanjaya said,— Tn that fierce and terrible battle, Dhrishtar 
dyiimna, 0 king, -proceeded against Drona.^ Holding his for- 
midable bow and iepeatedly stretching his bowstring, the Pan- 
chala prince rushed towards Drona’s car decked with gold.* 
And as Dhrishta(|yumna proceeded for accomplishing the des- 
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traction of Drona, the Panchalas and the Pandavas, O king, 
surrounded him.* Beholding Drona, that foremost of precep- 
tors, thus assailed, thy sons, resolutely contending in battle, 
protected Drona on all sides.'^ Thtfn those two oceans of troops 
encountered each other on that night, and looked like two 
terrible oceans lashed into fury by the tempest, with all living 
creatures within them exceedingly agitated.* Then the prince 
of the Panchalas, 0 king, quickly pierced Drona in the chest 
with five arrows and uttered a loonii\e roar.* Drona, however, 
O Bharata, piercing his foe in return with five and twenty 
arrows in that battle, cut off, with another broad-headed arrow, 
his bright bow.^ Forcibly pierced by Drona, O bull of Bha- 
rata s race, Dhrishtadyurana, quickly casting aside his bow, 
bit his (nether) lip in rage.* Indeed, 0 monarch, the valiant 
Dhrishtadyumna, excited with wrath, took up another formi- 
dable bow for accomplishing the destruction of Drona.* That 
slayer of hostile heroes, that warrior endued with great beaut}*, 
stretching that formidable bow to his ear, sped a terrible shaft 
capable of taking Drona's life.’® That shaft, thus sped by the 
mighty prince in that fierce and dreadful battle, illumined the 
whole army like the risen Sun.’’ Beholding that terrible 
shaft, the gods, the Gmdharvas, and the Ddnavas, said these 
words, O king, viz,y — Prosperity to Drona — Kama, how- 
ever, O king, displaying great lightness of hand, cut off into 
a dozen fragments that shaft as it coursed towards the precep- 
tor s car.’* Thus cut off into many fragments, O king, that 
shaft of Dhrishtadyumna, 0 sire, quickly fell down on the 
Earth like a snake without poison.** Having cut off with his 
own straight shafts those if Dhrishtadyumna in that battle, 
Kama then pierced Dhrishtadyumna himself with many sharp 
arrows.** And Drona s son pierced him with five, and Drona 
himself with five, and Calya pierced him with nine, and Dus- 
ijasana with three.’* And Duryodhana pierced him with 
twenty arrows, and Cakuni with five. Indeed, all those mighty 
car- warriors quickly pierced the prince of the Panchalas,*’^ 
Thus was he pierced by those seven heroes in tSat battle exert- 
ing themselves for the rescue of Drona. The prince of the 
Panchalas, however, pierced every one of those* heroes with 
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three arrows.*® Indeed, 0< king, Dhrishtadyumna, in that 
dreadful battle, quickly pierced Drona himself, and Kama, and 
Drona’s son, and thy son,** Thus pierced by that bowman, 
those warriors, fighting together, pierced Dhrishtadyumna 
again in that enrounter, uttering loud roars the while.®® Then 
Drumasena, excited with wrath, O king, pierced the Panchala 
prince with a winged arrow, and once again quickly with three 
other arrows. And addressing the prince, he said, — Wait! 
Wait!®* — Dhrishtadyumna .then pierced Drumasena in return 
with three straight arrows, in that encounter, which were equipt 
with wings of gold, steeped in oil, and capable of taking the 
life of him at whom they are sped.®® With another broad- 
headed shaft, the prince of the Panchalas then, in that battle, 
cut off from Drumasena^s trunk the latter's head decked with 
bright ear-rings of gold.®* That head, with (the lower) lip bit 
(in rage), fell on the ground like a ripe palmyra fruit separated 
from the stalk by the action of a strong wind.®* Once again 
piercing all those warriors with keen shafts, that hero, wjth 
some broad-headed shafts, cut off the bow of Radha's son, 
that warrior conversant with all modes of warfare.** Kama 
could not brook that cutting off of his bow, like a fierce lion 
incapable of brooking the cutting off of his tail.®* Taking up 
another bow, Kama, with eyes red in rage, and breathing hard, 
covered the mighty Dhrishtadyumna with clouds of arrows.®^ 
Beholding Kama excited with rage, those heroes, viz., those 
six bulls among car-warriors, quickly encompassed the prince 
of the Panchalas from desire of slaying him.®* Seeing the 
latter in front of those six foremost warriors of thy side, all 
the troops, O lord, regarded him tdl be already within the jaws 
of the Destroyer.®* Meanwhile, Satyaki of the Da 9 arha 
race, scattering his shafts as he proceeded, reached the spot 
where the valiant Dhrishtadyumna was battling.*® Beholding 
that invincible warrior of the Satwata race advancing, Radha's 
son pierced him in that battle with ten arrows.** Satyaki then, 
O king, pierced Kama with ten shafts in the very sight of all 
those heroes, afid addressing him, said, — Do not fly away but 
stay before me 1*®— The encounter then that took place between 
the mighty; Satyal^i and the illustrious Kama, resembled, O 
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Imil as^ong^^K^ SStyiAl, terrifying all the*- KSfiiaf- 

triyAS^with the rattle of <his*car, pierced thef* lotus-eyed Karhht 

in -return ywith many arrows).** Making the lSad:|j| trom]W« 

with the twang of his bow, the mighty son of* the SutQf^ O^ 

monarch, contended ' with Satylki.** Indeed, Kama jpierced 

the grandson of Giai in return with hundreds of arrows and 

diverse other shafts, long, and barbed, and pointed, and calf- 

toothed, and razor-headed.** Similarj}', that foremost one of 

ViBshrii’S race, viz., Yuyudhana, in that battle, shrouded Karna 

with his arrows. For a time that battle proceeded equally.’* 

* - 

Then thy sons, O monarch, placing Karna at their head, all 
piercedLSatyaki from every side with keen arrows.**' Resisfeitig 
with his own weapons those of them all and of Karna also, O 
lord, Satyaki quickly pierced Vrishasena in the centre of the 
chest.®* Pierced with* that arrow, the valiant Vrishasena of. 
great splendour quickly fell down on his car, casting aside Jiis ^ 
bqw^*® Then Karna, believing that mighty car-warrior, vis?,, 
Vrishasena, slain, became scorched with . grief on account 
the death of his son and begai^ to afflict Satyaki with gfeat 
force,** Thus afflicted by Karna, the mighty car- warrior Yii-‘ 
yudhana, with great speed, repeatedly pierced Karna with many 
shafts.** Once more piercing Karna with ten arrows, anchVri** 
shasena with five,* the Satwata hero cut off the leathern fences 
and the bows of both sire ancl son.** Then those two warriors, 
stringing two other bows capable of inspiring enemies with terror, 
began to pierce Yuyudhana from every side with keen shafts.** 
During the progress of that fierce conflict that was so destructive 
of heroes, the loud twang I of Qaitdiva, O kingt was heard 
bver every other sound.** Hearing then the rattle of Arjuii*a 
car as also the twang of Gandiva, .the^Sitkt’s son, * O king;"" said 

' those words unto Duryodhana :*®-r-Slaughtea-ing our entire army 
and the foremost of heroic warriors and many mighty bowmen 
among the Kauravas; Arjuna is loudly twanging his bow.*^ The 
rattle also of his car is heard, resembling the mar of the tliup* 
dor. It is evident, the son, ofgpandm is a^chieviifg feats worthy 
of his oVn self,** This son df Pritha, O monarch,' will grind ^ 
our large host I Many of our troops lare already breaking 1 1^0 
70 . - 



one si;afs’’in battle-!** In<W^i0 our Wi»y i» beiijf dbpoteedi ISMf 
* r|aea,;n»9(Ss of cltjn^.diaperaieiKJ'^ tlio wind*; Ehiiouftterit^>.te|H.s»:- 
11 ^ our bfeaJti likOja boat on Ihe wceiHi.**^ Tfae lo!u4 
ttking, <|LfireinMt of warriors, O monarch, away Mai 

the field or failing down in consff^uence of the arrows sp^ frotii 
'C? iittiii;(t, ^are being heardi** Aear, O tiger among car-wamo*Si. 
the found of drums and cymbdla near Arjuna’s car at dead of 
jiight, resembling the deep ifoU of thunder in the welkin !** 
Itear also the loud wails (of. aflicted combatants) and the 
tremendous leonine shouts, and diverse other noises, in. tko 
Ticinity of Arjnna’s Here, however,, this Satyaki, this 

foremost one of the Satvvata raee, -sthyeth amid us. If this 
objeot of our aim can be struck down, we cab then van<|«ish all 
our foes !‘* Similarly, the son of the Panchala king is engaged 
with Drona He is encompassed on all sides by many heroic 
and f orem ost of car- warriors.** . If we can slay Sa&yaki and 
Dlirishtadyumna the son of Prishata, without doubt, O king, 
"victory will be ours!®* Surrounding these two heroes, these 
two mighty car-warriors, as we did the son of Sabhadra, we will 
strive, O king, to slay them, viz., this son of Vrishui's race 
and this son of -Prishata !*’ Savyasaohiu, O Bh^afa, is before 
iis, camihg towards this division of Drona, ks»owing that Satya^ 
ki is engaged here with many bulls among the Kurtis.®* Let 
a large number of ourfmemost of car-warriors proceed thither, 
« ) that Parbha may not be able to fco'me to the rescue of Satya- 
ki now encompissod by many.*’ Iiot these'great heroes speedily 
shut cloud j of -shifts with great force, so that Satyaki of M%- 
dhu’s rase may be speedily despatched to Yama’s abode !**— 
certaining this to, be the opinion ofl Kama, thy son, addressing 
S.iya'.a’s s)n in that battle, like the illustrious ludra addressing 
Vishnu, said .these words Surrounded by ten thousand urn- 
retreating elephants and ten thyxMand ears also, proceed against 
Hhananjaya !** pus^asana and Durvishaha and Suvahu and 
Dashpradharsbanla, — these will follow thee, surrounded by a 
lirge* number of ^ot soldiors !**• O u^ele, slay tHo» great bow?- 
the tv^ Krbhna% and^udhislTthira, apd Nakula, Md 
the son of Kiudu !** My hope of vbtpry 
JrestSiih bn thee li|te that of tbs god?, on thair chief IndraJ O 
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jag ilie ’ad<!tesSed ' and a by thy son 

0;iki*nl, clad in mail, proceeded, against t\e Partitas, 

«d by' % large force ^ also by Iby sons, iit Order to consume the 

sons of Pandu. Than commenced a great battle between ^hb 

srarriora of thy army and the foe!”*'*' When Suvala’s soi#0 
■ * * 

king, (thus) proceeded against the PandaTas, the son, 

accompanied by a lar^e force, qtuckly advanced against Satyaki, 
nhooting many hundreds of shafts. Indeed, thy warriors, com- 
bining together, encompassed Satj^aki.®®^*® Then Bharadwaja^'s 
son, proceeding agaihst the car of ■Dhrishtadyumna, fought a 
wonderfal and fierce battle at dead of night, O bull of Bharata's 
race, with the brave Dhrishtadyumna and the Panchalas.* 


Section CLXXII, 

^'Sanjaya said,— “Them all those kings of thy army, incapa- 
ble of being easily defeated in battle, angrily proceeded against 
Yuyudhana^s car, unable to brook (his*feats)/ Mounting on 
thelt well-equipt cars, O king;, that were decked with gold and 
jewels, and accompanied also by cavalry and elephants, they 
encompassed the Sabwata hero,® Hemning him on all sides, 
those mighty car-warriors, challengigg that hero, uttered loud 
lobnine roars.* Those great hordes, desirous slaying him ofc 
Madhii’s race, poured their keeji arrows on Satyaki of invincible 
prowess.'* Beholding them thus advancing with speed towards 
him, that slayer of hostile hosts, viz,, the mighty-armed grand- 
son of Cini, took up a^d shot Inany shafts.* The heyoic and 
great bowman Satyaki, invincible in battle, cut off man^ heads 
with his fierce and straight arro^.* And he of Madhu’s race 
also cut off the trunks of many 61epfiants, the necks of many 
steeds, ar^ the arms decked with A wjadus of many warriors, 
% i^eans of razor-faced arrows.^ With the fallen yak-tails and 
whitfe umbrellas, O Bharat% the field of Uttle became alniost 
full and resembled the firmament, O/lord, with stars.* The^ 
wails iff the host thus ^ slaughtered in battle, O^Bharata, 
Yiiyudhina, became a% loud as^ those of shriekiif^ ghosts (iit 
With that loud uproar the Earth became filled/ and 
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night |>ecame iiNn»r aiut wol^^nrible.'” BaftokKiig fall fafal^ 
n|iicle4 i^itfa Tu^udhln&^s (fanrowa slid fanning, aidfaMudi^ 
that trandfandoii^ uptroar at dead ot night mnking the ht&tio 
stolid on end,** thy son, that mighty car-warrior, Iddressiof^'faia 
driver, repeatedly said, — ^XJrge thih steeds to that spot whence thli 
uplbar cometfa.** — Then king ‘Durjrodhana, that firm bowman, 
above UTI fatigue, endued with great lightness tjf arms and oon- 
▼emant with all modes of -warfare, rushed gainst Tttyudhftna.’* 
Madhava pierced Duryodhana with a dozen blood-drinking shafts 
sped from his bow drawn to- its fullest stretch.** Thus afflictedl 
with arrows by Tuyudhana first, Duryodhdba, excited with rt^, 
j^erced tlie grandson of Cini in return with ten arrowa*? Mean- 
while the battle that raged between the-PSnchslas and all thy 
* troops presented an exceedingly wonderful sight." Then, the 
.grandson of Cini, excited with rage in that battle, pierced thy 
son, that mighty car-warrior, with eighty shafts, in the chest. 
lie then, with other shafts, 'despatched Duiyo^ana’s steeds to 
Yama’s abode. And.tbat slayer of foes then (juickly felled his 
antagonist’s driver firom^he' car.'* Thy son, O monarch, staying 
on that'steedleas car, shot many keen arrows towayds Satyafci’s 
car."* The grandwn of Cini, however, displaying great lightness 
of hand, O king, cut off those fifty shafts sped in that battle by 
thy son.*® T^n Madhava, with a broad-headed shaft, Suddenly 
■«jut off in that encounter the fonnidable bow of thy son in the 
handle.** IVeprivod of bdth his car and bow, that puissant ruler 
of men then mounted quickly upon the bright oar of Kiita- 
varman.** Upon Duryodhana’s retreat, the grandson of Cini, O 
mniarch, n^licted and routed thy (army at dead of nigbt.** 

“ ‘Cakuni, meanwhile, O king, encompassing Aijium on’ aU 
sides with many thousands of cars and- several thousands of 
elephsitits,** and many thooWids of steeds, began to fight des- 
perately. Many frf tfaem hurled toward^ Arjuna coles^al weap- 
ons of great psJwer.** Indeed, those Kshatriyas fought with 
Arjpna, incuripg the. certitude of ‘death. Arjuna, however, 
gxeiliSd with re^, checkel^ those thousands of cars tmd elejdumts 
and StMds, and ultiUnlitfity caused those foes to turn back. Then 
Suvala*a ton, 4i<ii eyes red.as cepper witlf r%ge, dwply fuereed 
Artuna, that wayer’of 'foes, with twenty shafts, And once more 








kUodied shaftc^ h« p^resa of FSt0f<iA 

Then ii^na, O Bhara^ pierced 6^uiii #11^ 
;#|f^l3^,.arro«e:in;l:'hai bailie. Aod:;he4d'^i^#^':of;;<i.b#:£!^^ 
fe^oaen with three arrows.*’ Cocking j|ll oif t|||piD with |»i» 
iferotra, O king, Bbananjsya slew those : wawi(»s^"^ o^ 

With excellent shafts endued ‘with t|ie of thwh^if.*** 

Strewn wit|| lopped-off su^rows, O monarch, and (deal) bpdtes 
% thousands, the Earth looked as .if covered with - flowiirs.** 
Indeed, strewn with the heads of Kshatriyas, — heads that were 
decked w^h diadems and handsome noses and beautiful ear-rings ' 
and (nether) lips bit in rage and wide open ejes,-^heads ^fhat 
were graced with collars and crowned" also with'gems, and wtdch, 
While life was in them, spoke sweet words, — the Earth looked 
rei^lendent as if strewn with hiUccks^overspread with Chawr* 
jVjka flowers.**^* Having.achieved that fierce feat, and pierc- 
ed Cakuni once more with five straight shafts, , Vibhatstf of 
fierce prowess,** excited with rage, »onoe more«Btruck TJluka 
with an arrow in that battle. Piercing TJluka thus in the 
sight of his‘ sire, viz., Suvala’s son,** ArjUna uttered a loud 
Voar, filling the Earth therewith. Then tho son '.of Indra cut* 
off Xiakuni’s boW*.** . And then he despatched his four steeds 
:to Yama’s aboddj Then Suvala’s son, 0 bull of Blfoxata’s 
face, jumping down from his car,*^ quickly ascended the car 
of TJluka. Then those two mighty car- warriors, viz., sire *and 
son, both riding on the same car,** showered their arrows on 
l^arlha like two risen clouds pouring torrents of rain on a 
reeantsdn. Theajp of Pandu then, piercing both thosfi war- 
riors with keen shafts,** aSlicted and caused thy troops to 
fly away .in hundreds and thousands, liike a mighty mass of 
clouds dispersed on all sides by the wind,*® that army of tliine,^ 

O monswreh, was dispersed orf all- sides. Rideed, that host, O 

Ohief of the Bharatas, Abus slaughten|d on that nfght,** fle^ 
away in all directions, afflicted with fear and in tbe Very taghfe - 
(of their leaders).* “Many abandoning the animals they r^e, 
bth^ urging" their animals to theur greatest* speed,** turned 


: V line of 3Q» KirtoyaaoM and ,not is tb^g trao'^ 
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'ib* 0 fc::firom-;th&: battld, ,. Mtb faar,- ' diorJn^;* :'4b%| ■■ 

<Jf dwthesfia Having vanquished thy trarriors ,,th«a, . 

boll of Bbarata’s race,** y a^iudeva and Dhananjaya cheerfiUy- ; 
blew their concha. 

‘ 0 . ' 

'Dhrishtadyuitjna, 0 monarch, piercing Dr ona 

anrom^ quickly cut off the latter’s bowstring with a sharp; 
arrew^. throwing down that bow on the Earth, ^he heroic 
Droi«i/ that' grinder of K^hatriyas,^* took up another that 
was exceedingly* tough and strong. Piercing Dhrishtadyumna 
4hen with five arrows,^* Drona pierced his driver also, O 
bhll^of Bharata’a race, with five arrows. Checkinf Drona 
with his arrows,^ the mighty car-warrior Dhrishtadyumna^’^ 
began to destroy the Kaurava host like, Maghavat destroying 
the Asura array. During tha slaughter of thy son’s ari|||\% 
0 |5ire,^* a terrible river, having blood for its current,* began 
to flow. And it ran between *the two hosts, bearing away 
men and stee^^ and elephants along its current.^® And it 
resembled, O king, the Vaitnrani that flows, O lord, towards 
the domains of Yama. Agitating and routing thy army, the 
taliant Dhrisl>tadyumna,*® endued with great energy, blazed * 
forth like Oakra in the midst of the celestials.. ^Then Dhrishta* 
dyumn» and Cikhandin blew their large conchs,** as also the 
twins (Nakula and Sahadeva), and Yuyudhana, and Vrikodariv 
the aonr of Panda. Having vanquished thousands of kings 
on thy side that, were enduqi with great energy,** those fierce 
warriors, vis., the Pandavas, desirous of victory, uttered loud 
leonine shouts, in t^e very sight of thy son and of Kama atnd 
the heroio Drona and Drona’s son, Ot monarch !’ ”*.* 

Section CLXXIII. 

‘‘Banjaya ptidi-pBeholding his own qf my routed while be- 
ing slaiight^^^ |y thobe illustrious heroes, thy son, well- 
acqqaihl^ O , monarch, quickly repairing unto 

'Karhb’aqll also C)fona, that foremost of all victors in battle, 
wrathfuliy.^d thfee words :‘“* — -This battle has been, set: on 
foot i)^ yea rage, .ha the ruler of the Sin- 

<]HiU 3 :iS!ain by ^A^asachin You are beholding with in* 



slaughter of ;ray;;^i^y^';by;.4he- f^ces;' 
:'F]il'tidiya!^i¥l(hough yol'two-are iPaljiy competeut', te 'ya-nfii^li,',; 
those foireeS !* If you^^lwo nbir abandon me, ^ou shpuld l)is^4 
in thb beginning, told nie of it ! — We twp shuU nanquish the 
tone of P&ndu in haWie/t-Even t^ese were the yjords.'-je 
giv'grs of honors, that ye then ajdd unto me 1 ’ Hearing the^ 
words of yours, I sanctioned these prflceedhigs. I would nevei' 

* have provoked these hostilities - with the Parthas,— ^hostiUiies 
that are so destructive of heroic coraBata»its, (if ye had told me 
■ otherwise) !*“* If 1 do not deserve to be abandoned by. you two, 
ye bulls among men, then fight ye according to the true 
measure of your prowess, ye heroes endued with great prow- 
ess 1^ — Thus pierced with the goad of speech by thy son, thos^ 
two heroes once more engaged in battle, like two snakes vexed 
with sticks.* ' Then those two foremost of car-warriors, thosf 
two bowmen above all bowmen in the world, rushed with speed 
against the Parthas headed by the grandson of Cini and *by 
others.* Similarl|^the Parthas, uniting together, and aecom- 
patiied by all their trQops, advanced against those two heroes, 
who were roaring repeatedly.*® Then the great bowman Drona,' 
that foremost of all' wieldera of weapons, excited with rage, 
quickly pierced (Satyaki) that bull amongst the Ciiiis, with^ 
ton ?krrows.“ ^ And Kama pierced him with ten arrows, and 
thy son with seven, and Vrishasena pierced him with ten, and 
Suvala’s son with seven.'* ' In that impervious" wall of Kaura- 
vas .ground the grandson of Oxni, these" also stationed thSmsel ves* 
encompassing him. Beholding Drona slaughtering thp Pandava 
army in that battle,'* the Somakas quickly pierced him from 
every side with showers of \rrt)ws. Then Drona Ifegan, tft 
take the lives of Kshatriyas, 0 monarch,** like the ‘Sun des- 
teoying darkness around him by his rays* We then heard, O 
monarch, a loud uproar *amoitgst the Panchalas; who palled* 
upon ’one another, while they werd being slaughtered by 
DrUnSb Some abandoning sons, some sires, some brothers, 
some- uncles,* sohie'iheir sisters’ sijns, some friendj, some thfifr 
relatives and kih^ 3 n, fled away with speed, for saving, tbeir- 
own lives. 1.*'”. Some, again, deprived of . their sojiises, fjaiir 
agaiiiit Drsna himnlf, Iridied, many were the combatants of 
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that -ijight, P king, fl©4 aVay, tfirbinng down their 
ing torches 8?U aroundj** in the very sight of Bhiinaseiia And 
A^una %nd Krishna and the twins and TudhishthmAnd 
shata’s son.** The world “heinj^, enveloped in darkness, nothing 
could be seen^ In consequence of the lights that were ambh^ 
the Kaurata troops, the flight 0/ the fo® could be,McejH;ainedi*5 
Those thighty car-waridors, vie., Drona and Karna, O king, pur- 
sued that flying host, scattering numerous shafts.** Seeing the 
Panchalas slaughtered and routedi Jan arddana, becoming cheer- 
less, said these words unto Phalguna,** — Dhrishtadynxnna and 
, ^atyaki, accompanied by the Panchalas, had proceeded against 
those great* bowmen, viz., Drona and £arna, shooting mdny 
shafts,** This large host of ours hath been broken and routed 
(by them) with showers of arrows. Though -their flight is 
sought to be checked, ‘ they are still incapable of being rallied^ 
O son of Kunti !**-»-Beholding the host fly j^ay, both Kejjava 
and Arjuna, addressing the troops, said,— ^0 not fly away, 
through fear ! Ye Pandava warriors, cast away your fears !** 
Accompanied by all the forces and«arraying them in good order, 
.both of us, with uplifted weapons, are even now proceeding 
against Drona and the Suta’a son for withstandiijg them !**— 
Then Janarddana. beholding Vrikodara advancing, once more 
addressed Arjuna the son of Pandu, as if for gladdening hiin> 
in these words :*• — Yonder Bhima,who taketh delight in battle, 
surrounded by the Somakas and the Pandavas, is coping 
against those mighty car-warriors, vizi^ Drona and Karna !** 
Sbpport^l! by him, as also by * thO many mighty car- warriors 
among thw Pandavas, fight nbw,*0 son of Pandu, for souring 
all your troops j?“*-^Tihen those -two -tigers among men, viz^ 
th'e«(jn of P&nlu and he of Ma'dhu’s race, approaching Drona 
and Karna, to(^ up theft' station at -the head of battle-**** 
“^njaya c<|atinu^,-^‘Tbcn that vast force of Yudhisbtliira 

i ~ ' * . V ' . /■ 

of ,3(} i« reab differently in the Calcutta edition, Jh 
ooojtOqt^^caieoiof eonje diffMen'oea between the two printed edltidhe, 
^ of the.Q^utto textus 32 of the Bombay text.— T, 
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prooeei^ng 'W''^ phtose " wlti^' , 
&rotia and Karna were iprinding their foes in battle.** At diesil 
of niglhi^a encounter took jiiaee, resembling that of two 
0 <^iii swelling at moon«rise.** Then the warriors of thy arihyi 
throwing away from their hands the blazing lamps held bj| 
them, fought with the Pandavas fearlessly and madly*** OiS 
that terrible night when the world was enveloped witl^ gloom 
and dust, the combatants fought with one another, guided only 
by the names they uttered.** The names uttered by the kingaii 
contending , in battle, were heard, O monarch, there, like tO 
what happens, 0 king, at a self choice,** Suddenly a silehc# 
overspread the field of battle, and lasted for a moment. Then 
again a loud uproar was heard made by the angry combatants^ 
victors and vanquished.*^ Thither where blazing lamps were • 
seen, O bull of Kuru’s race, thither rushed those heroes like 
insects (towards a blazing fire).**. And as the Pandavas, O 
king, and the Kauravas contended with each other in battle, 
the darkness of night thickened around them,* **** 


Section CLXXIV. 

**Sanjaya said, — ‘Then Kama, that slayer of hostile heroes, 
beholding Prishata's son in battle, struck him on the chest 
with ten shafts capable of penetrating into the very vitals.^ 
Dhrishtadyumna quickly pierced Kama in return, in that* 
great battle, with five shafts, and addressing him, said, — Wait ! 
—Wait 1* — Shrouding each other in that dreadful combat 
with 'showers of arrows, O k^g, they once more pierced each ^ 
other with keen shafts sped from bows drawn to their fullest 
stretch.* Then Kama, in that battle, despatched to Yama*s 
abode the driver and the four steeds of Dhrishtadyumna, that 
foremost warrior among the Panchfilas.* He then cut off his 
enemy’s foremost of bows with keen arrows, and felled, Witit 
a broad-headed shaft, the Iatter!s driver from his niche 4n the 
t^r.* The valiant Dhrishtadyumna, deprived •of eavi eteei^, 
and driver, quickly jumped down from his car and took i 
mace,^ Though struck all the while with stiaight 
Kamai the Panchala prince, approaching, Kama, slew the/biii? 
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of hoslis, viz., the soa of ^^rishata, ^uioklj asceild^ |}^^ 
0 |kr of Dhananjaya. Mounting opopi that oan. 
pat- warrior Dhrishtadymnna*.4esit«d to proceed towapda lMEipna<> 
Dharma’s son (Yudhishthira), however, bade him ,4e8is|l^ 
3i'hen Kama, endued with grea4! energy, mingling hb lecsMbb 
ehouts with it, twanged his bow loudly, and blew his oonidl 
with great force. Beholding Prishata’s son vanquished in 
battle, those mighty car-u/arriors,’~** viz., the F&nchalas and the 
Somakas, excited with rage, and taking up all kinds of wea<< 
pons, proceeded, making death itself their goal, towards Kama, 
from desire of slaughtering him. Meanwhile Kama’s driver 
had yoked other steeds unto his master’s car,""‘* that were 
white as conchs, endued with great speed, of the Sindhu breed, 
and well-broken. Then Kama of sure aim, contending with 
vigor, afflicted those mighty .par*- warriors among the Panchalas 
,with his shafts like a cloud pouring torrents of rain upon a 
mountain. The Panchala host, thus afflicted by Kama,**"** 
fled away in fear, like a doe frightened by a lion. Horsemen 
were seen falling from their horses, and elephant-riders from 
their elephants, O monarch, and car-warriors from cars, all 
around. In that dreadful battle Kama cut off with razor- 
faced arrows the arms of flying combatants and heads decked 
with ear-rings. And he cut off. 0 king, the thighs of other* 
that were on elephants'**'^ or on the backs of steeds or on the 
Earth, O sire ! Many mighty car-warriors, as they fled away, 
felt not their loss of limbs or the injury to their anima’s, in 
that battle. Slaughtered with terrible shafts, the Panchalas and 
* the Srinjayas'*'** took the motion of even a straw for Kama, 
i(ap great was their fright). Deprived of jiheir senses, the warv 
riors took their flying friends for Karha and fled away from 
these in fear. I^arna pursued the brokeir and retreating host, 

' O BhSrata, vMiiopting his shafts on all sides. Indeed, in that 
battle, tha.j^tri»ting warriors, deprived of their sense*, were 
ibl^^^^^waQttti&ousands,*®'’* The Panchala* were incapable 
% 4^nd, while they were thus slaughtered with 
mighty .%eapoiis by Kama, that illustriou*- hero.*’' Others, 
only ieolbid at ly Drona, fled 4 way oa alludes. Then king 



beholding Eta t^y it^^g »w4j>,** and reg&tdihg 

t^eireiit addressed lli^lgtina and said,-— Beheld 

fE#aQi%hliy Eowflaa* Kama stationed there like Kudra him^f 
amsed his bow!” Behold him scorching everyfhihg 
la^dtld like the blazing Sun himself', at this fierce hour, this 
dead of h^ht! These wails Sre being incessantly heard, 0, 
PSrtha, of thy helpless friends who are uttering them, soangled 
by the shafts of Kama ! The manner in which Karna is 
ainting and letting off his shafts is such that no interval can 
bo noticed between the two acts ! He will, O PSrtha, anni- 
hilate all our friends 1 Do that now, 0 Dbananjaya, about the 
slaughter of Karna, which, according to thy judgment, should 
next be done and the time for which may have come !— 
Thus addressed (by Yudhishthira), Partha said unto Krish- 
na,**"**— The royal son of Dharma is frightened today at the 
prowess of Karna! When Kama’s division is thus acting 
(towards us) repeatedly, do thou speedily adopt that course 
which 5h<mld now be adopted I Our army is flying away ! O 
slayer of Madhu, our troops, broken and mangled with Drona’s 
shafts and frightened by Karna, are unable to make a stand 1 
I see Kama careering fearlessly !‘^'"‘* Our foremost of car- 
warriors are flying away 1 Karna is scattering his keen shafts.’ 
I cannot, like a snake incapable of putting up with the tread of 
a human being upon its body, bear to see him thus careering atr 
the he«i of battle, before my eyes, O tiger of Vrishni’s race t 
Proceed, therefore, to that ^ot where the mig Jity car- warrior 
Karna is! Either I will kill him, O slayer of Madhu, or let* 
him slay me !•••■** — ^ 

" ‘Vasudeva said, — I behold Karna, O son of Kunti, that 
tiger among men, that warrior of sup^human prowess, career- 
ing in battle like the chief • of the celestials himself!'* O 
Dbananjaya, there is none else capable^ of advancing ' against 
him in battle, save thee, 0 tiger among men, and the RAkshasa : 
Ghktotkacha !*• I do not, however, O sinless one, regard tha 
time tb have come, 0 mighty-armed one, for theb to enbotmteif 
the (Swift's son in battle !** The blazing dart, resembling S. 

,» vi;.r ■ 

> * in the Bengal texts this is a triplet, — T. * k , 
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ihighty aim^ kepfc for thee with 
He keepeth that dart by him, and hath now^asstimed a temblei 
form! As regards Ghatotfcaoha, he is always devoted to y«m 
and desirous of your good !•• Let the mighty Ghatdtkaeha 
proceed atgainst the son of RSdha ! Endued with the prowess 
of a cebstia], he has been begot by ’the mighty Bhima In 
him are celestial weapons ps also those used by R^kihdsais and 
Aawraa* He will vanquish Kama, I have no doubt of it 1** 
—Thus addressed (by Krishna), the mighty-armed PSrtha of 
of eyes like lotus petals summoned that Itahshasa, The latter 
soon came before him,^* clad in mail, and armed, 0 king, with 
sword, arrows, and bow. Saluting Krishna as also Dhananjaya 
the son of Pandu^* he proudly said, — Here I. am, command 
me I — Then he of Dagarha’s race, addressed Hidimva*s son, 
that Rakshdm of blazing mouth and fiery eyes and body of the 
hue of clouds, and said these words — Listen, O Ghatotkacha, 
attend to what I say I The time is come for the display of 
thy prowess, and not of anybody else Be thou the raft 
in this battle to the sinking Pandavas ! Thou hast diverse 
weapons, and many kinds of Rdkshasa illuiaon Beholdj 
X) son of Hidimva, the army of the Pandavas is being beaten 
by Kama on the field of battle like a herd of kine by the herds- 
man Yonder, the mighty bowman Kama, endued with 
great intelligence and steady prowess, is scorching the fore- 
most of Kshatriyas among the divisions of the Pandava host 1^* 
Afflicted by his fiery arrows the Pandava warriors are incapable 
of staying in front of that firip bowman who is shooting 
showers of mighty shafts 1^* Afflicted at dead of night by 
the Suta'a son With his |rrowy showers, the Panchalas are fly- 
ing away like a herd of deer afflicted by a lion.*^ Except thee, 
Q thou 5f terrible prowess, there is none else that can with- 
stand the son who is thus engaged in battle 1** Aided 

by thy energy! and might, do thou, 0 mighty-armM one, 
accolhplieh thliil which is worthy of thy own self, of thy maier- 
l^by sires!” It is eveq for this, 0 son of 
Hidimva, iiSfcl men desire children, for being rescued 
Do thou now resctis thy Mnsmen P O 



JG^Kfeot^sehft, .gl^fl|8. 4esit9 song {< 4 : thei? own; o1^. 

i " Children, those sonifcea of good, are expected to n^OttO 
th^ sires, both here and hereafter !** Illustrlions thou art, an4 
thy might in battle is terrible and unrivalled ! While contend- 
ing in battle, there is none equal to thee 1" *0 scorcher of foes, 
be ^on the means by which the*Pandavas who are routed by 
Earna with his shafts this night, and who are now sinking ht 
the Dhartarashtra ocean, may safely reach the shore !•* At 
night, Rclkshcieaa again become endued with unlimited prowess, 
great might, and great courage ! They become (at such an 
hour) warriors of great valour and incapable of defeat !*'' 
Slay Earna in battle, at this dead of night, aided by thy 
illusions ! The Farthas, with DhriShtadyumna, will dispose 
of Drona.!** — ' 

“Sanjaya c(mtinued, — ‘Hearing those words of Ke^ava, 
Vibhatsu also, O Kauravya, said these words iinto that chasti- 
ser of foes, viz., the Rdkshasa Ghatotkacha” : — O Ghatot- 
kacha, thyself, the long-armed Satyaki, and Bhimasena the 
son of Panda, these three, in my judgment, are the foremost 
ones among all our warriors !‘® Go and encounter Earna in 
single combat this night. The mighty car-warrior Satyaki 
will protect thy rear !“ Assisted by the Satwata hero, slay, 
the brave Earna in battle, as Indra in days of old had slain 
(the Amra) Taraka, aided by (the celestial generalissimo) 
Skanda !**-— 

“ ‘Ghatotkacha said, — I am a match for Earna, as also for 
Drona, 0 Bharata, or for any illustrious Eshatriyft" accomplished 
in weapons !“ This night I shall fight such a battle with the 
Suta’a son as will form the subject of talk as long as the world 
lasts 1“ Tonight I will spare neither the brave nor the timid 
nor those .that will with joined Hands pray for quarter 1 
Following the Rdlcahaaa usage, I shall slay all 1** — ’ 

. ^‘Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having said these words, that slayer 
dT hostile heroes, viz., the son of Hidimva, rushed against, 
Eazna in that dreadful fight, frightening thy ,troopa** T)^V 
RvM’a son, that tiger among men, smilingly received that angry ^ 

! warrior of blazing mouth and blazing locks.*^ . The battle ^en i 
that tdok place between Earna and that JUlkahasa, both rotuipg ; 
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bstwsen Indra and Fiabladn (in ^days^of yoi^e).'”** ^ ’ 


'.' :sectiwcixxv. ' :'■' " 7’ ■'!''"" 

■ “Sanjaya sjdd, — ‘Baholdingihe mighty-armed Ghafeotkaeha, 
jSrking, proceeding towards the car of the Snta'a son, Kama, - 
for Blaughtering him in battle,’ thy son Duryodhana, addresisf- 
ing Dns^asana, said th^se words : — That Botkahaea, seeing 
the prowess of Kama in battle, is speedily* advancing against 
him I Eesist that mighty car-warrior I Surrounded by a- 
mighty force proceed to that spot where the mighty* Kama^ 
the son of Vikartana is ’contending with the MsJcaham in 
battle 1 O giver of honors, surrounded by troops and. exerting 
thyself vigorously, protect Kama in battle!* Let not the 
terrible RaJeahaaa slay Kama in consequence of our careless^' 
ness !— Meanwhile, O king, Jatasura’s mighty son,* that fore-. 
m'GSt of smiters,' approaching Duryodhana, said unto him,-^ 
O Duryodhana, commanded by thee, I desire to slay, with 
their followers, thy foes of celebrity, viz., the Fandavas, thos^ 
warriors incapable of being easily defeated in battle ! My 
father was the mighty Jatasura, that foremost of Rakahaacia I 
Formerly,*"^ having performed some iio/csAasa-slaying incanta- 
tions, the despicable sons of Pritha slew him 1 I desire to 
worship my dead sire by offering him the blood of his^ foes,*" 

and their flesh also, O monarch 1 It behoveth thee to grant 

♦ 

me permission T— -The king, thus addressed, became exceedingly 
delighted, and said unto him re^atedly,*-— Ai4ed by Drona; 
and Kama and others Z am quite competent to vanquish my 
foes 1 dommandpd, however, by me, O Rdkahaaa, go thou to. 
bkttle and slay dhatotkaoha in ,the fight, that Rdkahaaa of 
fierce deedSi .botm of man, ever devoted to the welfare of the- 
PSt^vis, and a^’ays slaying our ‘elephants and steeds and 
in battle, himself all the while staying in. 
jfi^elliln 1 Q,|despatch him to Yama’s abode lr—Sayingr-« 
Ss siimmoning Ghatotkacha to the fight,’* Jata- 
sura’s tea s||i|u^6d the son of Bhimasena with diverse kinds 
of vea^h^l iT^ of Hidimya, however, aJona and 






bi^an to gi^bd A}am^|b^& and' and 

'^st Sara, host, like tempest Ashing a mass ef elmiiiA 
Seeing then the power of (Ghatotkaeha’s) illusion, the BUksh&a^ 
Alamvusha"*** covered Qhatotkacha with showers of divers© 
kinds .of arrows. Having pierced Bhimasena’s son with many 
shafts, Alamvusha,'^ without Josing any time, began to 
afSict the Panda va host with his arrows. Thus afflicted by 
him, O Bharata, the Pandava troops,*' at dead of night, broke 
and fled away like clouds dispersed l^y a tempest. Similarly 
thy host also, mangled with the shafts of Ghatotkaeha,*’' fled 
away at dead of night, 0 king, in thousands, throwing down 
their torches. Alamvusha then, excited with great wrath, 
struck Bhimasena’s son *in that dreadful battle with many 
shafts, like a guide striking an elephant. Then Ghatotkacha 
cut off into minute fragments the car, the driver, and all 
the weapons of his foe, and laughed frightfully. Then like 
the clouds pouring torrents of'raib on the mountains of Meru, 
Ghatotkacha poured showers of arrows on Kama, Almnvusha, 
and all the Kurus. Afflicted by the Rdkshasa, the Kuru host 
became exceedingly agitated,' •"** The four kinds of forces, of 
which thy army consisted, began to press and crush one an- 
other. Then Jatasura’s son, earless and driverless,** wrathfully 
struck Ghatotkacha, in that battle, with his fists. Thus struck, 
Ghatotkacha trembled'* like a mountain with its trees and 
creepers and grass at the time of an earthquake. Then 
Bhimaseaa’s son, mad with rage, raising his . own foe-slaying 
arm that resembled a spiked mace, dealt a severe blow on 
Jatasura’s son. Crushing him then in rage, Hidimva’s son 
quickly threw him down,**^* and seizing him with his two- 
arms he began to press him with great force upon the Earth. 
Then Jatasura’s son, freeing himself from Ghatotkacha,** 
rose up and assailed Ghatotkacha with great impetuosity,. 
Alamvusha also, dragging and throwing' down* the JtSk9htMa~ 
Ghatotkacha, in that battle, began to crush him in rage on tfaf 
surfrkoa oi the Earth. The battle then that took place betweohi 
those two roaring and gigantic warriors, viz., Ghatotkaqhk 
and Alamvusha, became exceedingly fierce and mad© the h&ir 
stand on end. Endeavouring to prevail- over each other by/ 
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and Yirochana’s son. Becoming fire and the ocean, imd <Mlice 
ifiore (jkirada and Takshaka,** and once again a cloud and a 
tompest. and then thunder and a large mountain, and . once 
again an elephant and a tiger, and then EHhu and the Sun,*‘ 
they thns displayed 'a hundred dUferents. kinds of illusion, 
solicitous of destroying each other. Indeed, AlamTUsha and 
Qhatotkacha fought mos^ wonderfully,” striking each other 
with spiked clubs and maces and lances and mallots and axes 
and short clubs and mountain-cliffs.** Biding on horseback or 
on elephants, on foot or on car, those foremost of jRsl^haaas, 
both endued with large powers of illtlsion, fought with each 
other in battle.** Then Ghatotkacha, O king, desiring to slay 
Alamvusha, soared aloft in rage and then alighted with great 
quickness like a hawk;** Seizing then that gigantic prince of 
RsJcahasaa, viz., Alamvusha, Vrho thus struggled with him; 
he pressed him down on the Earth like Vishnu slaying (the 
Asiira) Maya in battle.** Taking a scimitar of wonderful 
appearance, Ghatotkacha of immeasurable prowess then cut off 
from bis trunk, 0 king, his fierce and mighty foe’s terrible 
head that was still uttering awful roars.*’'"** Seizing that 
blood-dyed bead by the hair, Ghatotkacha quickly proceeded 
towards Duryodhana’s car.** Approaching (the. Kuru king), 
the mighty -armed R ikahaaa, smiling the while, threw upon 
Buryodhana’s cas that head with frightful face and hair.** 
•Uttering then a fierce roar, deep as that of the clouds in the 
sea^otL of rains, he addressed Duryodhana, O king, and said,** 
--This thy ally is now slain,— he, that is, whpse prowess ^ou 
hsulst beheld ! ^hou shalt see the slaughter of Karna aindn, 
aifd then thy own !*• One that. is observant of these T^ree, 
vsjf., morality,, ^ofit and pleasure, should never see with empty 
han^ a king, f Brahmana, or a Woman !**• Live cheerfully 
Mti ^t ti^^ I slay Karna !— Having said these words, 
he then, proceeded towards Karna,** shooting huadredh 

of ke^ jpirdwa kpon the head of Kama. • The hattlf. then j^at 
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* It is iyr tiiuf that I see thee with this head as a tribnte.— T. 
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took place between that human warrior and that Edk^hdm, 
was fierce and terrible, O king, and excoodingly wonderful/ 


Section OLXXVL 

“Dhritarashbra said, — ‘How, indeed, did that battle take 
place when at dead of night Vikar tana’s son Kama and the 
Rakshaea Ghatotkacha encountered each other V WBat as- 
pect did that fierce Mdkshasa then present ? What kind of 
car did he ride, and what was tho . nature of his steeds and 
vvbat of his weapons ?* What was the size of his steeds, of 
the standard of his car, and of his bow ? What was the kind 
of armour he wore, and what the head-gear he had on ? Asked 
by me, describe all this, for thou art skilled in narration, 
O Sanjaya !’® 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Of blood-red eyes, Ghatotkacha was of 
gigantic form. His face was of the hue of copper. His belly 
was low and sunk. The bristles on his body all pointed upwards. 
His head was green. His ears were like arrows. His cheek- 
bones were high,* His mouth was large, extending from ear 
to ear. His teeth were keen, and four of these were high and 
pointed. His tongue and lips were very long and of a coppery 
hue. His brows were long-extending. His nose was thick,* 
His body was blue, and neck red. Tall as a hill, ho was 
terrible to behold. Of gigantic frame, gigantic arms, and 
gigantic head, he was endued with great might,® Ugly and 
of hard limbs, the hair on his head was tied upwards in a 
frightful shape. His hips were large and his navel was deep. 
Of gigantic frame, the circ’imferenco of his body, however, 
was not gveekV The ornaments on his arms were proportion- 
ate. Possessed of large powers of illusion, he was decked also 
in Angadas. He wore a cuiraSs on his breast like a circle of 
fire on the breast of a mountain.* On his head was a bright 
and beautiful diadem made of gold, with every part propor- 
tionate and beautiful, and looking like an arch.® His ear-rings 
were bright as the morning Sun, and his garlands were made 
of gold and exceedingly bright. He had on his body a gigfan- 
tic armour of brass of great effulgence.*® His car was decked 
72 
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with ft buiuked tinkling %&lls, and on his standard waved 
numerous blood-red banners. Of prodigious proportions, and of 
the measure of a ncdim, that car was covered with bear-skins.** 
Equipt with all kinds of mighty weapons, it possereed a tall 
standard and was adorned with garlands having eight wheels, 
and its clatter resembled the i^par of the clouds.** His steeds 
were like infuriate elephants, and possessed of red eyes ; of 
terrible aspect, they were variegated in hue, and endued with 
great speed and might.** ■' Above all fatigue, and adorned with 
long manes, and neighing repeatedly, they bore that hero to 
battle.'* A Ralc&hasa of terrible eyes, fiery mouth, and blazing 
ear-rings, acted as his driver, holding the reins, bright as the 
rays of the sun, of bis steeds in battle.'* With that driver he 
came to battle like Surya with his driver Aruna. Looking like 
a high mountwn encircled with a mighty cloud,'* a very tall 
standard, touching the heavens, was set up on his car. A 
carnivorous and awful vulture of blood-red body perched on it.'* 
He came, forcibly drawing his bow whose twang resembled 
the thunder of Indra, and whoso string was very hard, and 
which measured a dozen cubits in length and one cubit in 
breadth.*** Filling all the points of the compass with shafts 
of the measure of the Aksha of a car, the Rdkahasa rushed 
against Karna on that night that was so destructive of heroes.** 
Staying proudly on his car, as he stretched his bow, the twang 
that was heard resembled the sound of the roaring thunder.** 
Frightened by him, O Bharata, all thy troops trembled like 
the surging waves of the ocean.** Beholding that frightful 
Rakaham of horrible eyes advancing against him, Radha’s son, 
as if smiling, withstood him speedily.** And Karna proceeded 
against the smiting Rdkshaaa, smiting him in return from a 
near point, like an elephant against an elephant or the leader of 
a bovine herd against the leader of another herd.** The collision 
that took place between them, i. e, Karna and the Rdkshaaa, 
O king, became terrible and resembled that between Indra and 
CamvMa.** Each taking a formidable bow of loud twang struck 

* All artKnt is a cubit measorins from the elbow to the eod of the 

little finger.— T, 
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and covered the other with powerful shaft*.** With straight 
shafts sped from bows drawn to their fullest stretch, thej 
mangled each other, piercing their coats of mail made 
brass.** With darts of the measure of Akshas, and shafts also, 
they continued to mangle each other, like a couple of tigers 
or of mighty elephants with their teeth or tusks,* Pierc- 
ing each other’s body, aiming shafts at ^ each other, scorching 
each other with clouds of arrows, they became incapable of 
being gazed at,** With limbs pierced and mangled with shafts, 
and bathed in streams of blood, they looked like two hills of 
red chalk with rivulets running adown their breasts.** Those 
two mighty car-warriors, both struggling vigorously, both with 
limbs pierced with keen-pointed shafts, and each mangling the 
other, failed, however, to make each other tremble.*® For a 
long time that nocturnal combat between Kama and the 
Ralcahasa, in which both seemed to sport, making life itself the 
stake, continued equally.*^ Aiming keen shafts and shooting 
them to the utmost measure of his might, the twang of 
Ghatotkacha’s bow inspired both friends and foes with fear.*^** 
At that time, O king, Kama could not prevail over Ghatot- 
kacha. Seeing this, that foremost of all persons acquainted 
with weapons, invoked into existence celestial weapons.** Be- 
holding a celestial weapon aimed at him by Kama, Ghatot- 
kacha, that foremost of RWe^hasas, invoked into existence 
hia Ralcshasa illusion.*^ He was seen surrounded by a large 
force of terrible-looking Rakshasaa armed with lances and large 
rocks and hills and clubs,*!*®* Beholding Ghatotkacha advanc- 
ing with a mighty weapon uplifted (in his hands) like unto the 
Destroyer himself of all creatures armed with his jSerce and 
fatal club, all the kings there were struck with fear.** Terrified 
at the leonine roars uttered by Ghatotkacha, the elephants 
passed urine and all the combatants trembled with fear.** 
Then there fell on all sides a thick rccin of rocks and stones 
poured incessantly by the Rakshasaa, who had, in consequence 


* Both readings, viz., dsakiam and dgaktam are correct. The former 
means ‘engaged* ; the latter, ‘to the measure of his might*. — T. 

t The second line of 35 is read differently in the Bombay edition.— T, 
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of midnight, become inspired with greater strength.^^* Iron 
wheels and Blmgwndis, and darts and lances and spears and 
Qfitcighnis and axes also began to fall incessantly.*® Beholding 
that fierce and terrible battle, all the kings, as also thy sons 
and the other combatants, fled away in fear.'*® Only one 
amongst them, viz., Kama, proud of the power of his weapons, 
and feeling a noble pride, trembled not. Indeed, with his shafts 
ho destroyed that illusion invoked into existence by Ghatot- 
kacha.** Beholding his illusion dispelled, Ghatotkacha, filled 
with rage, began to shoot deadly shafts from desire of slaying 
the Siita's son>® Those shafts, bathed in blood, piercing 
through Kama’s body in that dreadful battle, entered the Earth 
like angry snakes.'*® Then the valiant son of the SiUa, filled 
with rage and possessed of great lightness of hands, prevailing 
over Ghatotkacha, pierced the latter with ten shafts.'** Then 
Ghatotkacha, thus pierced by the Sutas son in his vital parts 
and feeling great pain, took up a celestial wheel having a thou- 
sand radii.'** The edge of that wheel was sharp as a razor. 
Possessed of the splendour of the morning Sun, and decked 
with jewels and genis, Bhimsena’s son hurled that wheel at the 
son of Adbiratha, desirous of making an end of the latter** 
That wheel, however, of great power and hurled also with 
great might, was cut off into pieces by Kama with his shafts, 
and fell down, baffled of its object, like the hopes and purposes 
of an unfortunate man.*^ Filled with rage upon beholding his 
wheel baflied, Ghatotkacha covered Kama with showers of 
shafts like Rahu covering the Sun,** The Sutas son, how- 
ever, endued with the prowess of Rudra or of Indra s younger 
brother or of Indra, fearlessly shrouded Ghatotkacha’s car in 
a moment with winged arrows.*® Then Ghatotkacha, whirling 
a gold-decked mace, hurled it at Kama. Kama, however, 
with his shafts, cutting it off, caused it to fall down.*® Then 
soaring into the sky and roaring deep like a mass of clouds, 
the gigantic llaJeshasa poured from the welkin a perfect 
shower of Weos.*'^ Then Kama pierced with his shafts Bhima- 

* Rdkshasas at certain hours were believed to be ins})ired with great- 
er streiigth.-r-T. 
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sena's son in the sky, that Rafcshasa acquainted with illu- 
sions, like the Sun piercing with his rays a mass of clouds.** 
Slaying then all the steeds of Ghatotkacha, and cutting also 
his car into a hundred pieces, Kama began to pour upon 
him his arrows like a cloud pouring torrents of rain.®* On 
Ghatotkaoha*s body there was not even two fingers' breadth 
of space that was not pierced with Karijia's shafts. Soon the 
Itdkskasa seemed to be like a porcupjne with quills erect on his 
body.®* So completely was he shrouded with shafts that we could 
not, in that battle, any longer see either the steeds or the car 
or the standard of Ghatotkacha or Ghatotkacha himself.®® Des- 
troying then by his own weapon the celestial weapon of Kama, 
Ghatotkacha, endued with the power of illusion, began to fight 
with the Suta's son, aided by his powers of illusion.®® Indeed, 
he began to fight with Kama, aided by his illusion and display- 
ing the greatest activity. Showers of shafts fell from an in- 
visible source from the welkin.®^ Then Bhimasena's son endued 
with great powers of illusion, 0 foremost of the Kurus, assumed 
a fierce form, aided by those powers, and began to stupify the 
Kauravas, O Bharata !®* The valiant Rdkshasa, assuming many 
fierce and grim heads, began to devour the celestial weapons 
of the Siita's son.®^ Soon again, the gigantic Rdkshasa, with 
a hundred wounds on his body seemed to lie cheerlessly and as 
if dead, on the field.®® The Kaurava bulls then, regarding 
Ghatotkacha dead, uttered loud shouts (of joy). Soon, however, 
he was seen on all sides, careering in new forms,®^ Once more 
he was seen to assume a prodigious form, with a hundred heads 
and a hundred stomachs, and looking like the Mainaka moun- 
tain.*®* Once again, beconfing small about the measure of the 
thumb, he moved about transversely or soared aloft like the 
swelling surges of the sea.®® Tearing through the Earth and 
rising on the surface, he dive5 again into the waters. Once seen 
here he was next seen at a different pln,ce.®* Descending then 
from the welkin, he was seen standing, clad in mail, on a car 
decked with gold, having wandered through Earth and sky and 
all the points of the compass, aided by his powers of illusion.®® 

. ^ Mainaka, the. son of Himavat, has a hundred heads.— T. 
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Approaching then the vicinity of Kama’s car, Ghatotkacha, 
with his ear-rings waving, fearlessly addressed the Suta*8 son, 
Q monarch, and said,** — Wait a little, 0 Swta's son ? Whither 
shalt thou go with life, avoiding me ! I shall today, on the 
field of battle, quell thy desire of fight !*’^ — Having said those 
words, that Rdkahasa of cruel prowess and eyes red like copper 
in wratl\, soared aloft into the sky and laughed aloud** Like 
a lion smiting a prince of elephants, he began to strike Kama, 
pouring upon him a showeif of shafts, each of the measure ©f 
the Aksha of a car.** Indeed, he poured that arrowy shower 
upon Kama, that bull among car-warriors, like a cloud pouring 
torrents of rain on a mountain. Kama destroyed that shower 
of arrows from a distance.’® Beholding his illusion destroyed 
by Kama, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, Ghatotkacha once more 
created an illusion and made himself invisible.’^ He became 
a high mountain with many summits and abounding with tall 
trees. And from that mountain incessantly issued streams of 
lances and spears and swords and clubs.’* Seeing that moun- 
tain, which resembled a mighty mass of antimony, with its 
streams of fierce weapons, on the welkin, Kama was not at all 
agitated,’* Smiling the while, Kama invoked into existence a 
celestial weapon. Cut off with that weapon, that huge moun- 
tain was destroyed.’* Then the fierce Ghatotkacha, becoming 
a blue cloud with a rainbow, in the welkin, began to pour upon 
the Suta's son a shower of stones.’* Vikartana’s son Kama, 
who was called also Vrisha, that foremost of all persons 
acquainted with weapons, aiming a Vdyavya weapon, destroyed 
that dark cloud.’® Then covering all the points of the compass 
with innumerable shafts, he destro^^ed a weapon that had been 
aimed at him by Ghatotkacha.” The mighty son of Bhimasena 
then, laughing aloud in that battle, once more invoked into 
existence an all-powerful illusion against the mighty car-warrior 
Kama.’* Once more beholding that foremost of warriors, viz,^ 
Ghatotkacha, fearlessly approaching him surrounded by a large 
numbKnr of Bdlcahasas*^ that resembled lions and tigers and 
infuriate elephants in prowess, some riding on elephants, some 
on cars, Sipd some on horse-back,*® all armed with diverse weap- 
ons andilad in diverse Tcinds of mail and diverse kinds of orna- 
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ment3y in fact> beholding Ohatotkaoha surrounded by those 
fierce Rakshasas like by the Maruts,** the mighty bow- 

- man Kama began to battle with him fiercely. Then Ghatot- 
kacha, piercing Kama with five shafts,** uttered a terrible roar, 
frightening oil the kings. Once more shooting an Anjalika 
weapon, Ghatotkacha quickly cut off the bow in Kama's hand 
along with the arrowy shower the latter had shot, Kama 
then, taking out another bow that was strong and cajfable of 
bearing a great strain and that wasf^as large as Indra's bow, 
drew it with great force. Then Kama sped some foe-slay- 
ing shafts of golden wings at those sky-ranging Rakshasas, 
Afflicted with those shafts, that large force of broad-chested 
Rdkahasas*^^* looked agitated like a herd of wild elephants 
afflicted by a lion. Destroying with his shafts those Rdksh- 
asas along with their steeds and drivers and elephants,*’^ the 
puissant Kama looked like the divine Agni consuming all 
creatures at the time of the universal dissolution. Having des- 
troyed that Rdkshasa host, the Suta^s son” looked resplen- 
dent like the god Mahe(;wara in heaven after having consumed 
the tripple city (of the A suras). Among those thousands of 
kings on the Pandava side, O sire,** there was not a single 
one, O monarch, that, could even look at Kama then, save the 
mighty Ghatotkacha, that prince of Rakshasas, who was en- 
dued with terrible energy and strength, and who, inflamed with 
rage, then looked like Yama himself. From his eyes, excited 
as he then was with wrath, flames of fire seemed to emanate, 
like blazing drops of oil from a couple of burning brands. 
Striking his palm against palm and biting his nether lip,®* 
the Rdkshasa was once mor 9 seen on a car that had been creat- 
ed by his illusion, and unto which were yoked a number of 
asses looking like elephants and having the faces of Pigdchas.^^ 
Excited with wrath, he addressed his driver, saying, — Bear me 
towards the Suta's son ! — Then that forepaost of car- warriors pro- 
ceeded on that terrible-looking car of his,®^ for once more fighting 
a single combat with the Suta's son, O king ! The Rdkshasa, 
excited with rage, hurled at the Suta's son” an A'fani of Eudra's 
workmanship, terrible and furnished with eight wheels. Kai*na, 
placing his bow on his car, jumped down on the Earth and seiz- 
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ing that Agani^^ hurled itiback at Ghatotkacha. The latter, 
however, had. quickly descended from his car (before the weapon 
could reach it). The Agani, meanwhile, of great effulgence, 
Raving reduced the Rdhshma a car ,to ashes, with its steeds, 
driver, and standard,*^ piercing through the Earth, disappeared 
within its bowels, at which the gods were all filled with wonder. 
Then all creatures applauded Kama,*® who, having jumped 
down fr6m his car, had seized that Agani, Having achieved 
that feat, Kama once moi^ ascended his car.®® The Suta*8 son, 
that scorcher of foes, then began to shoot his shafts. Indeed, 
0 giver of honors, there is none else amongst all living crea- 
tures who can accomplish what Kama accomplished in that 
frightful battle. Struck by Kama with shafts like a mountain 
with torrents of rain,‘®®“‘®^ Ghatotkacha once more disappeared 
from the view like the molting forms of vapour in the sky. 
Contending in this way, the gigantic Rdkshasa, that slayer 
of foes, destroyed the celestial weapons of Kama by means 
of his activity as also his power of illusion. Seeing his weapons 
destroyed by the Rdicshasa aided by his powers of illusion, 
Kama, without being inspired with fear, continued to fight with 
the cannibal. Then, O monarch, the mighty son of Bhimasena, 
excited with wrath,‘®^ divided his own self into many parts, 
frightening all the mighty car-^warriors (of the Kuru army). 
Then there came on the field of battle lions, and tigers, and 
hyenas,^®* and snakes with fiery tongues, and birds with iron 
beaks. As regards Ghatotkacha himself, struck with the keen 
arrows that were sped from Kama's bow,^®* that huge Rdkshasa, 
looking like (Himvata) the prince of moxintains, disappeared 
there and then. Then many R^eshasas and Pigdehas and 
Ydtudhanas,^^'^ and large number of wolves and leopards, of 
fightful faces, rushed towards Kama for devouring him.*®® 
These approached the Sutas son, ‘uttering fierce howls fer fright- 
ening him. Karna pierped every one of those monsters with 
many swift-wingjed and terrible shafts that drank their blood. 
At last, a plestial weapon he destroyed that illusion of 

the jRafeefeoea.*® 4*® He then, with some straight and fierce 
shafts, struck th^ steeds of Ghatotkacha. These, with broken 
and maimedi and their backs cut by those shafts, fell 
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of Bidimvi, Mwng hul^illasion dispelled, once more made him* 
self invisible, saying unto Kama tbe son, Vifcartan%»r"I 
presently cckmpass thy destruction < — 


Section CLXXVIIj 

"Sanjaya said,— ‘During the progress of that battle between 
Kama and the Ralfshgsa, the valiant Alayudha, that prince of 
■RSiaAosas, appeared (on the field).* Accompanied by a largo 
force, ho approached Duryodhana. Indeed, surrounded by many 
thousands of frightful Rilcshasm* of diverse forms and enduedv 
with great heroism, he appeared (on the field), recollecting his 
old (|uaiTel (with the Panda vas). His kinsman, the valiant 
Vaka, who ate Brahmanas, as also Eirmira of great energy, and 
his friend Hidimva, bad been slain (by Bhima). ’ He had wait- 
ed for a long time, brooding over his old quarrel.*^ Learning 
now that a nocturnal battle was raging, he came, impelled by 
the desire of slaying Bhima in fight, like an infuriate elephant 
or an angry snake.' Desirous of battle, he addre.ssed Duryo- 
dhana and said, — It is known to thee, 0 monarch, how my kins- 
men, the RSlcshaaas Vaka and Eirmira and Hidimva, have been 
slain by Bhima. What shall I say more, the virgin Hidimva 
was formerly deflowered by him,*"' disregarding us and the 
other R&leahaaas ! I am here, 0 king, to slay that Bhima wiih 
all his followers, steeds, cars, and elephants, as also that son of 
Hidimvi with his friends! Slaying today all the sons of 
Kunti, with Vasudeva and others that walk before them, I will , 
devour them'with all their followers ! Command all thy troopf 
to desist from battle. We will fight with the PiCndavas ! — *■** 

“ ‘Hearing these words of his, Duryodhana became very ; 
glad, Surrounded by his brothers, the king, accepting tlW: 
W(^'of the Rshbwa, said,**-^Placing thee with thine in ti^, 
vat^ we wiH fight with the foe 1 My trocps will not stend ; 
indifli^nt speotatOTs since their enmity has nets cooled 
Th# buE AWongst jBSiwftasos, saying— Irftt it be sq-rrunto ^i«, 
king,' speetUly proceeded against Bhim% accompanied . 
cannibal force.*' Endued with a blazing form, AlSyudba 
• 73 ' ■ ' " ; ■ ' 
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a car possessed of the effulgence of the Sun. Indeed, O 
monarch, that car of his was similar to Qhatotkacha^s car.** 
The rattle also of Alayudha’s car was as deep as that of 
Ghatotkacha^s, and it was decked with many arches. That 
large car was covered with bear-skins, and its measure wa^ a 
nalwcu^^ His steeds, like those of Ghatotkacha, were endued 
with great speed, resembled elephants in shape, and had the 
voice of asses. Subsistii^g on flesh and blood, and gigantic in 
size, a hundred of them vyCre yoked unto his vehicle.** Indeed, 
the rattle of his car, like that of Ghatotkacha’s Was deep as 
the roar of a large cloud. His bow too, like that of his rival, 
was large and strong, and its string was as hard.*^ His shafts 
also, winged with gold and whetted on stone, were as large as 
Ghatotkacha’s, being of the measure of AJeshas. The heroic 
Alayudha was as uiighty-arraed as Ghatotkacha,*® and the 
standard of his car, endued with the splendour of the Sun or 
fire, was, like Ghatotkacha’s. perched upon by vultures and 
ravens. In form he was more handsome than Ghatotkacha, and 
his face, agitated (with wrath), looked blazing.*® With blazing 
Angadas and blazing diadem and garlands, decked with floral 
wreaths and head-gear and sword, armed with mace and Bhu- 
fwndis and short clubs and ploughs and bow and arrows, and 
with skin black and hard as that of the elephant,*® riding 
on that car possessed of the splendour of fire, he looked, while 
employed in afflicting and routing the Pandava host, like a 
roving cloud in the welkin, decked with flashes of lightning.** 
(As Alayudha came to battle), the principal kings of the 
Pandava army, endued with ^rcat might, and armed with 
(sword and) shield, and clad in mail, engaged in fight, O king, 
with joyous heirts.’ 

' * ■ " " " 

Section CLXXVIII. 

“Saiyaya siaid, — 'Beholding Alayudha of terrible deeds come 
to battle, air i^e Kauravas became filled with delight.* Simi- 
larly sonsi having Duryodhana for their head, (were filled 
vrlthdllght) like raftless men desirous of crossing the ocean 
when thy meft with a raft.* Indeed, the kings in the Kuru 
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artny then regarded 4#la«ms0lves as*persons reborn after deatL* 
‘^hey all offered a reepectful Ayelcome to Alayudha.® Dur- 
ing the progress of that terrible and superhuman battle be-^ 
tween Kama and the Rdkshasa at night, — a battle which 
though fierce was yet delightful to behold,^ — the Panchalas 
with all the other Kshatriyas smilingly looked on as spectators. 
Meanwhile, thy soldiers, 0 king, thoifglj^ protected (b;^ their 
leaders) all over the field,* and Droi^ and Drona^s son and 
Kripa and others, uttered lotid wails, saying, — All is lost ! 
—Indeed, beholding those feats of Hidimva s son on the field 
of battle,* all thy warriors were agitated with fear, and utter- 
ing cries of woe became almost deprived of their senses. Thy 
trebps, 0 king, all became hopeless of Kama's life.^ Then 
Duryodhana, beholding Kama fallen into great distress, sum- 
moned Alayudha and said unto him :* — Yonder Vikartana’s son 
Kama is engaged with the son of Hidimva, and is accomplish- 
ing Such feats in battle as are worthy of his might and prowess !* 
Behold those brave kings slain by the son of Bhimase.na, 
struck with diverse kinds of weapons (and lying on the field) 
like trees broken by an elephant 1^® Amongst all my royal 
warriors, let this be thy share in this battle, allotted by me, 
with thy permission, O hero ! Displaying thy prowess, slay 
thou this Jldkshasa /“ O crusher of foes, see that this wretch, 
viz.f Ghatotkacha, may not, relying on his powers of illusion, 
slay Kama the son of Vikartana, before thou finishest him — 
Thus addressed by tho king, that Rdkshasa of fierce prowess 
and mighty arms, saying, — So be it — rushed against Ghatot- 
kacha.** Then Bhimasena’s son, O lord, abandoning Kama, 
began to grind his advancing^foe with his arrows.** The battle 
then that took place between those angry Rdkshasa princes, 
resembled that between two infuriate elephants in the forest 
fighting for the sake of the same she-elephant in her season.** 
Freed then from the Rdkshasa, Kama,* that foremost of car- 
warriors, rushed against Bhimasona, riding on his car of solar 
effulgence.** BehoWing Ghatotkacha engaged with Alayudha 
in battle and afflicted like the leader of a bovine ’ herd when 


♦ /. tf., they thought they obtained a new lease of life,— T. 
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engaged with a Hanj BhimV that ibfe^oat of Bmitera, 
getting the advancing Karsa, rushed towards , A^}%yu^t%. jrid« 
ing on his car of solar effulgenoe, and Boattmog clouds of 
shafts.”"** Seeing Bhima advance, AlSyudha* O Ipid, aban- 
doning Ghatotkacha, proceeded against Bhima Mrasslf.^? ’Then 
Bhima, that exterminater of Rskahfteas, impetuously rushed 
toward^, him, 0 lord, and covered that priiice of JtSkshama yriiih 
shafts.*® Similarly Alayj^dha, that chastiser of foes, repeatedly 
covered the son of Kunti with straight shafts whetted on 
stone.**^ All the other Rcikshasas also, of terrible forms and 
armed with diverse weapons, solicitous of the victory of thy 
sons, rushed against Bhimasena.** The mighty Bhimasena, 
thus assailed by them, pierced each of them with five whetted 
shafts.** Then those Rcikshasas of wicked understanding, thus 
received by Bhimasena, uttered loud wails and fled away on all 
sides.** The mighty Rdkshasa, beholding his followers fright- 
ened by Bhima, rushed impetuously against Bhima and covered 
him with shaifts.®* Then Bhimasena, in that battle, weakened 
his foe by means of many keen-pointed arrows. Amongst those 
arrows sped at him by Bhima, Alayudha speedily cut off some 
and seized others in that battle. Then Bhima of terriMe 
prowess, looking steadily at that prince of iZa/sshasas,****® hurl- 
ed at him with great force a mace endued with the impetu- 
osity of the thunder. That mace, coursing towards him like 
a flame of fire,** the cannibal struck with a mace of his own, 
whereupon the latter (baffling the former) proceeded towards 
Bhima. Then the son of Kunti covered that prince of RnksJia- 
808 with showers of shafts.** The Rakskasa, with his own 
keen shafts, baffled all those shafti of Bhima. Then all those 
Rdkahasa warriors, of terrible forms, (rallying and returning 
to battle),*® at the command of their leader, began to slay the 
elephants (of Bhima’s force). The Panchalas and the Srinjayas, 
the steeds an^^ige elephants (of Bhima’s army),** exoeefflngly 
afflicted by the ^(x/cs/iasas, became much agitated. Beholding 
thak terrible;' battle,** (fought^between Bhima and the 

y|isudey^ that foremost of men, addressing Dhanai^ya, 
said these word! :-^Behold, the mighty-armed Bhima is suor 
cumbing to tlu^ prince of RSlcshmas I** Quickly proceed iii 
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\ntho«l ihihking of anything else, 0. ^ ' of 
P5n<itt i Hean^hlhii^tot Dhrishtadyumna and Ci&handin, 
YudhSmai^ya and XJttamaujaa,** these mighty ctur-wturtii^, 
nniting \rith the sons of Dranpadi, proceed against Kafhi T 
Iiet Nahtiia atti Sahadeva and the valiant YuyndhSna,** 0 son of 
3^ndu, at thy command, slay the other Rakshaaas ! As regards 
thyself, 0 mighty-armed one, do thou resist this division hav- 
ing Brona at its head ! 0 thou of ipighty arms, great is the 
dangw that threatens us now ! — After Krishna had said so, 
those foremost of car-warriors, as commanded, proceeded 
' against Kama the son of Vikartana, and against the other 
Makahasas (fighting for the Kurus). Then with some shafts 
resembling snakes of virulent poison and sped from his bow 
drawn to its fullest stretch,” the valiant prince of Ralcahaaae 
cut off Bhima’s how. The mighty cannibal next, in the 
very sight of Bhima, O Bharata, slew the latter’s steeds and 
driver with some whetted shafts. Steedless and driverless, 
Bhima, descending from the terrace of his car,**’*® uttered a 
loud roar and hurled a heavy mace at his foe. That heavy 
mace, as it coursed impetuously towards him with a terrible 
sound,** the mighty cannibal baffled with a mace of his own. 
The latter then uttered a loud roar. Beholding that mighty 
and terrible feat of that prince of Rdkahaaas,*^ Bimasena, filled 
with joy, seized another fierce mace. The battle then that took 
place between that human warrior and that Rakahaaa, became 
dreadful** With the clash of their descending maces, the Earth 
trembled violently. Casting aside their maces, they once more 
encountered each other.** '^hey struck each other with their 
clenched fists falling with the sound of thunder. Excited with 
rage, they encountered each other with car-wheels, and yokes, 

• a^nd Akshas a,nd. AdhishtJmnas, and Upaskaras, in fact, with 
anything that came in their way. Encountering each other thus 
alid both covered with blood, they looked like a couple of . in- 
furiate elephants of gigantic size. Then Hrishike(ja, ever de- 
voted to the good of the Pandavas, beholding that combat, 
despatehed Hidimva’s son for protecting Bbimasena.’ ”**^'* ' 



Section CLXXIX, - 

*‘Sanjnya said, — 'Seeing Bhima in that battle assail<sd by th# 
cannibal, Vasudeva, approaching Ghatotkaoha, said unto hiM 
these words :* — Behold, O mighty-armed one, Bhima is power- 
fully assailed by the RaJcsiflsas in battle, in the very sight of 
all the troops and of thyself, O thou of great splendour f* 
Abandoning Kama for the present, quickly slay Alayudha, 0 
mighty-armed one ! Thou canst afterwards slay Kama !*-^Hear- 
ing these words of him of Vrishni’s race, the valiant Gbatot- 
kacha, abandoning Kama, encountered Alayudha, that prince 
of cannibals and brother of Vaka.* The battle then that took 
place at night between those two cannibals, viz,, Alayudha 
and son of Hidiinva. became fierce and dreadful, O Bharata.* 
Meanwhile the mighty car- warrior Yuyudhana, and Nakula, 
Sahadeva, pierced with keen shafts the warriors of Alayudha, 
viz., those terrible-looking and heroic RaJcshasas, who, armed 
with bows, were rushing impetuously at them.'"’’ The diadem- 
decked Vibhatsu, 0 king, in that battle, shooting his arrows 
on all sides, began to overthrow many foremost of Kshatriyas* 
Meanwhile Kama, O king, in that battle, agitated many kings 
and many mighty car-warriors amongst the Panchalas headed 
by Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin and others.’ Beholding 
them slaughtered (by Kama), Bhima of terrible prowess rushed 
speedily towards Kama, shooting his shafts in that battle.** 
Then those warriors also, viz., Nakula and Sahadeva and the 
mighty car-warrior Satyaki, having slain the Rfikskasas, pro- 
ceeded to that place where the Suta’s son was.** All Of them 
then began to fight with Kama, .while the Panchalas encoun- 
tered Drona. Then AlSyudha, excited with rage, struck 
Ghil^tkaohai that chastiser of foes, on the head, with a glgan- 
Parigha. With the stroke of that PaHgha, the mighty son 
of Bhitna3ena,i’f** endued with great prowess, seemed to be in 
a state'etf partiiil-swoon and sat down motionless. Becovering 
cbnsciotisness, the latter i^en, in that encounter, hurled at his 
foe a gold-decked maccMorned with a hundred bells and looking 
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like a blazing fire. Hurled forcibly by that achiever of fierce 
feats, that mace crushed into pieces the steeds, the driver, and 
the loudly rattling car of Alayudha. Having recourse to iUu-» 
sion, the latter then jumped down*from that car of his, whose 
steeds and wheels and 4k8has and standard and Kuvara had all 
^j^een crushed into. pieces. Belying on his illusion, he poured 
a copious shower of blodfl.*^'*^ The^ sky then seemed to be 
overspread with a mass of black clouds adorned with flashes of 
lightning. A thunder-storm was thw heard, accompanied with ^ 
loud reports and loud roars of clouds.^® Loud sounds also of- 
chat^ chat, were heard in that dreadful battle. Beholding that 
illusion created by the Edkshasa Alayudha, the RdJcahasa 
Ohatotkacha,'® soaring sloft, destroyed it by means of his own 
illusion. Endued with powers of illusion, Alayudha, behold- 
ing his own illusion destroyed hy that of his foe,®® began to 
pour a heavy shower of stones on Ghatotkacha. That terrible 
shower of stones, the valiant Ghatotkacha dispelled by means 
of a shower of arrows. They then rained on each other 
diverse weapons®^*®® such as iron Parighas and spears and 
maces and short clubs and mallets, and Pindkas and swords 
and lances and long spears and Kampanas,^^ and keen shafts 
both long and broad-headed, and arrows and disci and battle- 
axes, and Ayagiidas and short arrows, and weapons with 
heads like those of kine, and Uhikhalas.^^ And they struck 
each, other, tearing up many kinds of large-branched trees such 
as pami and Pihc and Karira and Champaka, O Bharata, 
and Ingudi and Vadari and flowering Koviddra and Palhga 
and Arimeda and Plalcsha and banian and peepul, and also 
with diverse mountain-sufemits decked with diverse kinds of 
metals.®*^^ The clash of those trees and mountain-summifca 
became very loud like the roar of riving thunder. Indeed, the 
battle that took place between Bhima's son and Alayudha was, 
O king, dreadful in the extreme,®® like that in days of old, 
O monarch, "between Vali and Sugriva, those two ]^t*inces 
among monkeys. They struck each other with shafts and 
diverse other kinds of fierce weapons, as also with sharp scimi- 
tars. Then . the mighty Edkshasas, rushing against ^ach bthei^, 
seized each othei* by the hair.®®*®® And, .0 kin'g, those two gigan- 
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*i<5 warri<wre, wth many woutids oh their «n<i blood ani 
smieat trickling ado^, looked like two mighty masses of blohiii 
I^nring rain" Then rushing with speed and whirlip^'tbV 
Jtdks&osa on .high and dashing him down, HidimvS’s son cut 
off his large head.** Then taking that head dehked with a pwr 
of ear-rings, the mighty Ghatotkaeha uttered a loud roar.»* 
Behdldihg the gigantic brother of Taka, that ohastiser of foes, 
thus slain, the Panchalaa and the Pandavas began to utter 
leonine shouts.** Then, ^on the fall of the RaJcshasa, the 
Pandavas/ beat and blew thousands of drums and ten thousands 
of conchs.** That night then clearly indicated the victory of 
the Pandavas. Illumined with torches all around, and resound- 
ing with the noise of musical instruments, the night looked 
exceedingly re-splendent.** The mighty son of Bhimasena 
threw down the head of the slain Alayudha before Duryo- 
dhana.’* Duryodhana, beholding the heroic Alayndha slain, 
became, O Bharata, filled with anxiety, with all bis troops.** 
Alayudha, having come to Duryodhana of his own accord 
remembering his former quarrel, had said unto him that he 
would slay Bhima in battle.** The Kuru king had regarded 
Bhima’s slaughter to be certain, and had believed that his 
brothers would all be long-lived.** • Beholding that Alayudha 
slain by Bhimasena's son, the king regarded Bhima’s vow (about 
the slaughter of himself and his brothers)already fulfilled.’ ”** 


Section CLXXX. 

‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Having slain Alayudha, the M$}^kaaa 
Ghatotkaoha became filled with delight. Standing stt the head 
of the army he began to utter diverse kinds of shoum.' Hear- 
ing those loud roars of his that made elephants tremble, a great 
fear, 0 monarch, entered into the hearts of thy warriors.* 
Beholding the mighty son of Bhimasena engaged with Al&yu- 
dhA, 'the imghtymrm^*^^ Karna rushed against the P&noh&las.* 
He piercei^iphilishtadyamna and ‘Cikhandin, each Tith ten 
str on g' shafts sped from his bow drawn to its full- 
est with a number of other fmwmfi^ 

sou then loolhdO YudhSmauyu and Uttamhujas' and thO 
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S^|;Eia, fco tremble/ Th,<^ bows of 
warriors ; ^I$Q, Q king, , while thej were engaged in steifcta^ : 
Karnatrom into eircjies/ 

that nighty the twang of their bowstrings and the rattle of theiip 
car-wheel^ (zningling together) Jbe loud and deep as the 

roar pf the clouds at the olose of summer/ That nocturnal 
battle, 0 monarch, resembled a gathering mass of clouds* 
The twang of bowstrings and the rattffe of car-wheels cozistitii'^ 
ted its roar. The bows (of warriors) constituted its lightning 
flashed; and showers of shafts formed its downpour of rain/ 
Standing immovable like a hill and possessed of the strength 
of a prince of mountains, that grinder of foes, vis:., Vikartana^s 
son Kama, O king, destroyed that wonderful shower of .arrows 
shot, at him/ Devoted to the good of thy sons, the high-soitled 
Vaikartana, in that battle, began to strike his Jfoes with lances 
endued with the force of thunder, and with whetted shafts 
cquipt with beautiful wings of gold/® Soon the standards of 
some were brpken and cut down by Kama, and the bodies of 
othpra pierced and mangled by him with keen arrows ; and soon 
some were deprived of drivers, and some of their steeds.*^ 
Exceedingly afflicted by the Siotas son in that battle, many of 
thorn entered the force of Yudhishthira. Beholding them broken, 
and compelled to retreat, Ghatotkacha became mad with rage/* 
Mounted on that excellent car of his that was decked with 
gold and jewels, he uttered a loud leonine roar, and approach- 
ing Vikai^aiia s son Karifa, pierced him with shafts endued 
with the force of thunder/* Both of them began to cover the 
welkin with . barbed arrows, («.nd cloth-yard shafts, and frog- 
faced arrows, and Nalikas, and Bandas, and A^anis, and 
arrows bearing heads like the calfs tooth or the boar's ear, and 
broad-headed shafts, and shafts pointed like horns, and others 
bearding; heads like r^isors/^ The welkin, covered with that 
arrowy shower, looked, in consequence of those gold-winged 
shafts of blazing splendour couf sing horizon tal ly ^ through it, 
as if hung with garlands of beautiful flowers/ * Each endued 
witliiprQWfSS eqiial to that of the other, they struck each other ^ 
eqz^jally with:, powerful weapons. None^ could," in that battle; 
find any mark of superiority iit cither of those excellenti 



5^5 KXfRijmxtLxrk, [OatToTKktmk^ 

heroes.’' Irideed, that battle between the son of Swrya and 
.Bhima’s son, characterised by a thich and heavy shbw^ 'bf 
weapons,* looked exceedingly beautiful and presented alniost an 
unrivalled sight like tli^ fierce encounter between B&ha and 
Surya in the welkin.’*' 

’*S%njaya continued, — ‘When GKatotkaoha, O king, that 
most of all persons converaant with weapons, found that he could 
not prevail over Kama, - he invoked into existence a fierce and 
mighty weapon.** With that weapon, the liSkshasa first sfew 
the steeds of Kama and then the latter’s driver. Having achiev- 
ed that feat, Hidimva’s son qtiickly made himself invisible.’*' 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘When that Rakshasa fighting by 
deceitful means thus disappeared, tell me, O Sanjaya, what 
did the warriors of my army think ?’*• 

‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Seeing the Mdkshasa disappear, all the 
Kauravas loudly said, — Appearing next, the Rdkokasa, fighting 
deceitfully, will certainly slay Kama !*’ — Then Kama, endued 
with wonderful lightness in the use of weapons, covered all 
sides with showers of shafts. The welkin being covered with 
the darkness caused by that thick arrowy shower, all creatures 
became Invisible." So great was the lightness of hands dis- 
played by the 8uta’s son, that none could mark when he 
touched his quivers with his fingers, when he fixed his arrows 
on the bowstring, and when he aimed and sped them off. 
The entire welkin seemed to be shrouded with his arrows." 
Then a fierce and terrible illusion v^s invoked into' existence 
by the Rcikshasa in the welkin. We beheld in the sky what 
appeared to us to be a mass bf red clouds resembling the 
fierce flame of a blazing fire." From that cloud issued 
flashes of lightning, and many blazing brands,' O Kuru "king ! 
And tremendous roars also issued therefrom, like the noise 
of thousands of di'oms beat at. once." And from it fell 
many sbaft% winged with gold, and darts, and fences, and 
club%; and other similar weapons, and battle-axes, and 
admitW'S wi^^ with^ oil, and axes of blazing edges, and 
spiked maces emitting shining rays, And beauti- 
ful nmcea of; iron; and long darts of keen points, and heavy 
maces decked with gold and twined round with strings, and 
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all ar(» And iarge rocka fell from iti> a^d 
Aliouaaiitde of thmder'|oU^ report, and many jbtu^ 

dreda of : fcho eplend^r of fire.** Karna, 
.flhootiag akowere of shafts, failed to destroy that thick* and 
blazing downpour of darts and lances aral swords and clubs,** 

. Loud became the uproar then of falling steeds alaiu by those 
shafts, and mighty elephanjs struck with * thunder, 'and great 
oar^warriors deprived of life by other weapons.** Afflicted by 
Ghatotkacha with that terrible shelter of arrows all around, 
that host of Duryodhana, was seen to wander, in great paiuj 
.over the field.** With cries of ok and alas^ and exceedingly 
cheerless, that wandering host seemed on the point of being 
annihilated. The leaders, however, in consequence of the 
nobility of their hearts, fled not away with faces turned from 
the field.**" Beholding that exceedingly frightful and awful 
shower of mighty weapons, caused by the Rdlcahasa's illusion, 
falling upon the field, and seeing their vast army incessantly 
slaughtered, thy sons became inspired with great fear.®* Hun- 
dreds of jackals with tongues blazing like fire and of terrible yells, 
began to cry. And, O king, the (Kaurava) warriors, beholding 
the yelling Bdkahasas, became exceedingly distressed.** Those 
terrible Rdkskasas with fiery tongues and blazing mouths 
and sharp teeth, and with forms huge as hills, stationed in the 
welkin, with darts in grasp, looked lik^ clouds pouring torrents 
of rain,** Struck and crushed with those fierce shafts and 
darts and lances and maces and spiked clubs of blazing splen- 
dour, and thunder-bolts and Pindlcas ^nd Acanis and disci and 
gataghnis, the (Kaurava) troops began to fall down.** The 
i2a/csAasas began to pour u])on the warriors of thy son long 
darts, and treacle, and f^atdyhnis, and Sthunas made of black 
iron and twined with strings of jute*. Then all the combatants 
became stunned,*^ Brave wacrriors, with weapons broken or 
loosened from their grasp, or deprived pf heads, or with frac- 
tured limbs, began to fall down on the field. And in conse- 
quence of the falling rocks, steeds and elephants and Oars 
hegm to be crushed.** These Ydtudli^'ilas of terrible forms, 
created by Ghatotkacha with the aid of his powers of illusion - 
pouring that thick shower of mighty weapons, spared neith^ 
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carnage >of &^a hejfO^t to ;i)y 

|)ea^ii himaelf, during that extermination' ^ K^hatriyas,: the 
iCaurava warriora suddenly broke and fled with speedi ciying 
aleud,*'’-^Fly, ye Katravas ! vAU is lost ! The gods with 
Indm at thsir head are slaying ijs for the sake of the PSndar 
vas ! — At that time there was noneHhat could rescue the siiik^ 
ing Bharata troops'^ ^ During that fierce uproar and rout and 
extermination of the Kau-favas, the camps losing their distinc- 
tive fo:ituros, the parties could not be distinguished froth each 
other.^* Indeed, during that terrible rout in which the soldiers 
showed no re'gard for one another, every side of the field, wheh 
looked at, seemed to be empty. Only Kama, O king, could be 
seen there, drowned in that shower of weapons.^* Then Kama 
covered the welkin with his shafts, contending with that celes- 
tial illusion of the Rdk^hasa. The SiUa's son, endued with 
lUDdosty and achieving the most difficult and noble feats, did 
not lose his senses in that battle.^* Then, 0 king, all the Sain- 
dhavas and Valhikas afrightedly looked at Kama who kept his 
senses in that fight. And they all worshipped him, while they 
lookea at the triumph of the Rdkshasa,^^ Then a Qatgahni 
eq[aipt with w^heels, hurled by Ghatotkacha, slew the four steeds 
of Kama simultaneously. These dropped down on the ground, 
on their knees, depri^ied of life, teeth, eyes, and tongues.** 

• Then jumping down from his stecdless car, and seeing the 
Kauravas flying away, and beholding his own celestial weapon 
baffle J by the illusion, Kama, without losing his 

senses, t irned liis mind inwards and began to refloct on what 
ho sh>uld next do.*^ At that tim^all the Kauravas, beholdinsr 
Kama and that! terrible illusion (of the Raksliaaa), out, 

saying,— O Kafna, slay the Rakshasa soon with thy dart ! 
These Kauravais and the Dhartarashtras are on the point of 
being annihilate !** What will Bhima and Arjuna do to us ? 
Stay this wretched Rakshasa at dead of night, who is consum- 
ing us all ! 'Tkey that will escape from this dre^dfuf encounter 
today will fig}i| with the Parthas in battle !**' Therefore, slay 
this teridplo Mdkshaaa now with, that dart giyfta thee by 
: 0 Ffema. Tet not these ereat wtoiors^ the Kiaora^as. 


princes fhat resemble Indra ^timselif, Ira all 4esti;oyed in 
t^s ncc^afn^l l>s^ Karna,’ seeing the liHfiehoBii 

aUre at &ad of nigbt, and the Kuru army struck with^ |i^, 
and hSai^ing also the loud wails of the latter set his heatt 
upoa hhtliog his dart.** Inflamed with rage like a Wrathful 
lion, and unable to brook the assaults, of the B^kahasa, Kama 
took up that foraiuDst of ribtory-givingj and invincible darts, 
desirous of compassing the destruction of Ghatotkacha.** In- 
deed, that dart, O king, which he ’had kept and adored for 
years for (achieving) the slaughter of Pandu’s son in battle, 
that foremost of darts which Cakra himself had given to 
the Suta’a son in exchange for the latter’s ear-rings,** that 
biasing and terrible missile twined with strings and which 
Seemed to thirst for blood, that fierce weapon which looked like 
the very tongue of the Destroyer or the sister of Death him- 
self, that terrible and effulgent dart Vaikartana now hurled at 
the Rikshaaa.**' Beholding that excellent and blazing weapon 
capable of piercing the body of every foe, in the hands of the 
Siita's son, the RAkakaaa began to fly away in fear, assuming a 
body gigantic as the foot of the Vindhya mountains,** Indeed, 
seeing that dart in Kama’s, hand, all creatures in the sky, 
O king, uttered loud cries. Fierce winds began io blow, and 
thunders with loud report began to fall on the Earth.** Des- 
troying that’ blazing illusion of GhatoHiacha and piercing right , 
■through his breast, that resplendent dart soared aloft in the 
night and entered a starry constellation in the firmament.*^ 
Having fought, using diverse beautiful celestial weapons, with 
many heroic ija/cs/tasas and human warriors, Ghatotkacha then, 
uttering diverse terrible roafs, fell, deprived of lifo with that 
dart of Cakra.** This also is another exceedingly wonderful 
feat that the RAkshasa accomplished for the destruction of his 
foes, vix., that at -that time when his heart was pierced by that 
dart, he shone resplendent, O king, like a mighty mountain or 
a mass of clouds.®* Indeed, ha\'ing assumed that terrible and 
awful form, Bhimaserna’s son of frightful d^eds fell down. 
When dying, O king, he fell upon a, portion of thy army /and 
jessed those troops down . by the weight of his own body.*’ ' 
Quickly falling down, the Ralcshasa, with his gigantic and still 
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incre^t^sing bo4y>. desirous of bejneSi^g tlie FSndevas> slew • 
f^ii^A^bauhini of tky troops WiSe b'S 
iasti" Then a loud uproar arose there loode up of leOidne 
shout^and the blare of concha and the beat Of drttms tiiud 
cymbals. The Kauravas, indeed, beholding the illusion Of the 
JSS/cehoea destroyed and the ^dkahasa himself slaiu, littered 
loud shouts of joy.‘* Then 'Karna^i. worshipped by the' KUfus 
as Cakra had been by the Maruts upon the slaughtei* Of (thh 
Yritra, ascended behind the car of thy son, and be- 
coming the observed of all, entered the Kuru host.’ 

Section CLXXXI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholdinsr Hidimva’s son slain an<^ lying 
like a riven mountain, all {he Pandavas became filled with 
grief and began.to shed copious tears.* Only Vasudeva, filled 
with transports of delight, began to ‘ utter leonine shouts, 
grieving the Pandavas.* Indeed, uttering loud shouts, he 
embraced Arjuna. Tying the reins of the steeds and uttering 
loud roars,* he began to dance in transports of joy like a 
tree shaken by a tempest. Then embracing Arjuna once more, 
and repeatedly slapping his own armpits,* Achyuta, endued 
with great intelligence, once more began to shout, standing on 
the terrace of the car. i^eholding those tokens of delight that 
Ke$ava manifested, Dhananjaya,* O king, with heart in grie^ 
addressed him, saying, — O slayer of Madhu, thou showest great 
joy at a time scarcely fit for it,* indeed, on an occasion for 
sorrow caused by the death of Hidimva’s son ! Our trOops are 
flying away, beholding Ghatotkaofea slain 1* We also are filled 
with anxiety in consequence of the fall of Hidimva’s son ! 
6 Janarddana, the cause must be very grave when at such a 
time thou feelest such joy !* TBerofore, O foremost of truth- 
Ifai aien, . asked by me, tell me truly (what that cause is) 1 
if' it not a secret, it behoveth thee, O chastiser of 
•fpeli; to say it unto me !*’ O slayer of Madhu, tell me what haS 
desfcbifd thy "gravity today! This act of thine, O Jan&rd- 
d^ua, thht liglltness of heart, seems to me to be like the drying 
up’ of the bcealu or the locomotion of Meru 1*®—- ' 
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“ tb® joy i feel ! ■ tisien ' ■ 

p iQhAnanjaya ! This lliiat I will tel! tbe#- will immed^tely 
dis2>el thy eorrow and infuse delight into thy hedrt !‘* 6 thtw 
of, gres^ splotidour, know, C) Dhananjaya, that*K;arna, his dairl 
being baffled through Ghatotkacha, is already slain, in battle !*’ 
The man does not exist in ^is “world that could stay before 
Karna armed with that dart and looking like Kartikeya in 
battle !‘* By good luck, his (natural) armour had been taken 
away. By good luck, his ear-rings also had been taken away, 

■ By good luck, his infallible dart also is now baffled, through 
Ghatotkacha !‘* Clad in his (natural) coat of mail and decked 
with his (natural) ear-rings, Karna, who has his senses under 
control, could singly vanquish the three worlds with the very 
gods 1‘* Neither Vasava, nor Kuvera, nor Varuna the lord 
of the waters, nor Yama, could venture to approach him !‘* 
Indeed, if that bull among men had. his armotir and ear-rings, 
neither thyself, bonding, thy Odndiva, nor myself, uplifting my 
discus called Sudar^ana, could vanquish him in battle.” For 
thy good, Karna was divested of his ear-rings by Cakra with 
the help of an illusion. Similarly was that subjugator of hos- 
tile towns deprived of his (natural) armour.” Indeed, because 
Karna, cutting off his (natural) armour and his brilliant ear- 
rings, gave them unto Cakra, it is for that that he came to be 
called, Vailcartna.*'^ Karna now seems to me to be like an 
angry snake of virulent poison stupefied by power of incanta- 
tion, or like a fire of mild flames !*® From that time, O 
mighty-armed one, when the high-souled Cakra gave that dart 
unto Karna in exchange ^or the latter’s ear-rings and celestial 
armour, — that dart, viz.i which has slain Ghatotkacha,— from 
that time, Vrlsha, having obtained it, had always regarded t^e 
as slain in battle !*'"** But *though deprived of that dart, O 

• sinless one, I swear to thee that that hero is still incap- 
able of being slain by anybody else save thee !*• Devoted to 
^ Brahihanas, truthful in speech, engaged in penances, observant 
of vows, kind even unto foes, for these reasons* Kama is call^ 

. ^ ■ - — ' ^ . 

♦ A somewhat fauciful et3’mology which I have noticed iu an earlier' 
note. — T. 
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Vris'-bjk.’*'* -.Heroic- l-n Httle!', .8t>iiae, faid-' 

iafXtih,^Ow alwaifa uplift like the lion in the forest depriving; 
leaders of elephantine herds of tlieir pride,** Karna always 
deprives the greatest car-warriors of theit prhJe the field 
of battle, and resembles the mid-day Sun at whem nope ean- 
gaze.** Contending with all the illustrious and foremost < 3 ^. 
warriors, of thy army, O tiger among^ men, Kama, while shoot- 
ing his arrowy showers, looks like the autumnal Sun with 
his thousand rays.** Indefed, incessantly shooting showers of 
shafts like the clouds pouring torrents of rain at the end' of 
summer, Karna is like a pouring cloud charged with celestial 
weapons.** He is incapable of being vanquished in battle by the 
very gods shooting showers of arrows on all sides. Encountering 
the gods, he would mangle them in such a way that thehr fiesh 
and blood would fall copiously on the field.** Deprived, how- 
ever, of his armour as also, of his ear-rings, O son of Pandu, 
and divested also of -the dart given him by Vasava, Kama is 
now like a man (and no longer like a god).*® There will occur 
one opportunity for his slaughter. When his car-wheels will 
sink in the Earth, availing of that opportunity, thyself, exerting 
carefully, shouldst slay him in that distressful situation, when 
he will be engaged otherwise. I will make thee a sign before- 
hand. Warned by it, thou shouldst act !•' The vanquisher of 
Vala himself, that foremSst of heroes, wielding his thunder, is 
incapable of slaying the invincible Kama while the latter stands 
weapon in hand. Indeed, O Arjuna, for thy good, with the aid 
of diver.se contrivances - 1 have slain, one after another, Jara- 
sandha and the illustrious ruler of the Ghedis and the mighty- 
armed Nishada oi name Ekalayya ' Other great Bakehasas 
haying Hidiipvp and Krimira and Yaka for their foremost, 
as also Atfiyudh^, that grinder of, hostile troops, and Ohatot- 
kacha, that crusher of foes and warrior of fierce deeds, have 
all h^ep sMn !”’^-** ' 





^ ^Ai^juila said,— Jaiiarddanai Cr our ^ aud hji^ 

wh4t moftis, were those lords of Eartdi> J^rasaiidha and 
the others slain — 

f^ *VaSud 0 va said, — If Jarasaudha, ^and the ruler* of the 
Chedis, and the mighty son of the Nishada tin^, had not been 
slaiiiy they would have become terrible.® Without doubt, Dur- 
yodhana would have chosen those foremost of car-warriprs (for 
embracing his side). They had always been hostile to us, and, 
accordingly, they would all have adopted the side of the Kaurair 
vas,* All of them were heroes, and mighty bowmen accomplish- 
ed in weapons and firm in battle. Like the celestials (in prow- 
ess), .they would have protected Dhritarashtra^s son.^ Indeed, 
the /Sfifrfa’s son, and Jarasandha, and the ruler of the Chedis, 
and the son of the Nishada, adopting the side of Suyodliana, 
would have succeeded in conquering the whole Earth.® Listen, 
O Dhananjaya, by what means they’ were slain. Indeed, with- 
out the employment of means, the very gods could not have con- 
quered them in battle 1® Each of them, O Partha, could fight 
in battle with the whole celestial host protected by the Regents 
of the world (On one occasion), assailed by Valadeva, Jara- 
sandha, excited with wrath, hurled for our destruction a mace 
capable of slaying all creatures.® Endued with the splendour 
of lire, that mace coursed towards us, dividing the welkin like, 
the line on the head that parts the tresses of a woman, and 
with rthe impetuosity of the thunder hurled by Cakra,® Beholds 
ing that mace thus coursing towards -us, the son of Rohiny 
hurled the weapon called Stlvanakarna for baffling it,*® Its 
force destroyed by the energy of Valadeva’s weapon, that mace 
fell 4pwnion the Earth, splitting her (witl^ its might) and Wak- 
ing the' very movuitaitis tremble.'* There was ,a terrible JSSfe* 
skasi, nf name Jara, endued with great prowess. She, O prince 
had united that slayer of foes, and, therefore, wfts the latter, 
callpd jrarasandha,'* 'Jarasaindha, had been made up of two 
halves of 6ne child. j4hd because it was Jara that had United 
thplie two halves, it was for this that he came to be called 
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tbe Earth, was slain with her soh and iihsmen Means 
of that nil aoo- and the weapon StKunakana*^ Deprived of his 
iniee in that great battle, Jarasandtia was afterwards slain hy 
Bhltinasona in thy presence, O Dhananjaya !*^^ If the vsiiahi' 
Jarasaudha had stood armed with mace, the very gods with 
Indra at*their he ii could not have slain him in battle, O'hest 
of men !*® For thy good, the Nishiida's son also, of |irowess 
incapable of being baffled, was, by an act of guile, deprived of 
his thumb by Drona assuming the position of his preceptor.''’^ 
Proud and endued with steady prowess, the Nish^as son, with 
fingers cased in leathern fences, looked resplendent like a second 
llama.'® Undeprived of thumb, Ekalavya, O Parfcha, w^ in- 
capable of being vanquished in battle by the gods, the Danavas, 
ihe Ji'ihshasas, fxnd tho Uragas (together).'^ Of 'firm grasp, 
accompanied in weapons, and capable of shooting incessantly 
day and night, ho was incapable of being looked at by mere 
men For thy good, he was slain by me on the field of battle.* 
Endued with great prowess, the ruler of the Chedis was slain by 
me before thy eyes.®' lie also Avas incapable of being vanquish- 
ed in battle by the gods and the Asttras together. I took my 
birth for. his slaughter as also for that of other enemies of the 
gods,** with thy assistance, O tiger among men, from desire of 
benefiting the world ! Hidiinva and Vaka and Kirmira have 
all been 'slain by Bhimasena.** All those lialaiskas were en- 
dued with might eqyal to that of Ravana, and all of them 
were destroyers of Brahmanas and sacrifices. Similarly, 
y udha possessed of large powers of illusion had been slain by 
Hidimva’s son.^* Hidimva's son also, I have slain by the em- 
ployment of tpeans, viz,, through Kama with his dart If 
KATiiya had notilain him with his dart in great battle,** I my- 
:^lf wotild ha>|e had to slay Bhimasena's son Ghatotkaeha ! 

did not slay hirh beforoi** 
was^ ini ihical to Brahmanas and sacrifices. 

‘*uiated by Jara/^— T* , ■ 

t thinks that /S^ad&pyil k one Word, meahi^^^ 

fd mi the mace.” Xhk is fatrfetehed.— ^ 



a d0$fci^y6r of sacrifices anii of siniEiil soti^ 

d sinless One, by that act ^! ^ 
nioans, tho <lart given by Cakra Hath also been rendered fntilOi 
O eon of Panduj they that are destroyers of righteolisnoss are 
i^U alayablo by me!** Even that is the vow made by nH/ 
for establishing righteousness U Thither where the Vedas aM 
truth, and self-restraint andf^urity and fighteousness and mo- 
desty and prosperity and wisdom and^ forgiveness are always to 
be met with,*^ thither I myself always remain, Thou needst 
not be at all anxious about Karnas slaughter !** I will tell 
you the meahs by which you will slay him. Vrikodara also will 
succeed in sla'ying Suyodhana.** I will toll thee, 0 son of. Pan- 
du, the means by which that will have to be compassed. Mean- 
while, the uproar made by the ho.stile army is increa^ng.** Thy 
troops also are flying away on all sides. Having achieved their 
objects, the Kauravas are destroying thy host# Indeed, Dronat, 
that foremost of all smiters, is scorching us in battle, — ' 


Section CLXXXIII. 

‘‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘-Whon the SiUa's son had such q. dart 
as was sure to slay one person, why did he not hurl it at 
Partha, to the exclusion of all others ?‘ Upon Partha's slaiigh- 
tor by means of that dart, all the Srinjayas and the Pandavas 
would have been slain. Indeed, upon Phalguna's death, why 
should not the victory have been ours ?® Arjuna had made a 
vow to the effect that summoned to battle he would never 
refuse to accept the challenge. The Sittas son should have, 
therefore, summoned Phal^ina to battle,* Tell me, O Sanjaya, 
why did not Vrisha then, engaging Phalguna in single combat, 
slay the latter with that dart given him by Cakra Without 
doubt, my son is destitute of both inteligenco and counsellors! 
That sinful wretch is constantly baffled by the foe. How should 
he then succeed in vanquishing his enemies?* Indeed, that 
d^rt which was such a mighty weapon and upon which had test- 
ed his victory, alas, that dart, hath, by Vasudeva, been m 

Ghatotkacha !® Indeed, it hath been snatch^ / 
from tCarua like a ftdt fr:>m the ha^d pf a cripple with a with- 



eri^M^tirjby a «irong> i^ so faioii . dacl^ ; 

1)601) rendered fru)fel^$ tbrotigb Ghatotkacha !”' ■■ As. iu a 
''Jtow!^0;a]bii?j^.an4 adog.jUpobi^bb'deMb , 

"is;;fc}id ■'.’pai^y.'-prafi'ted,' 1 ^hink,,:iQ :l^)ied^Qae»,:-;;lh4^;ey#a::;ao/L . ■■ 

Fisadayajtbe party to .profit by tbe battle l^tween Eaasna.-ap<|<, 
Hidiipy&b son F ^If Ghatotkaobahad slaan Kiiania in>battlej;itba^ 
would have been a great gain for thVPandaiva& Jf, on thfevotbeffe 
bandj Kama had slain Gt^ptotkacha, that too would have been 
a great gain to them in consequence of the lose of Kama’s dsurt I 
Endued with great wisdom, that lion among mfen, viz,, Vosw.* 
deva, reflecting in this way, and for doing what was agreeable 
to and good for the Pandavas, caused Ghatotkaoha to be slain 
by Kama in battle,’®"'“ :• 

‘'Sanjaya said,— ‘Knowing the feat that Kama desist to 
achieve, the slayer of Madhu, the raightj'-armed Janarddana, 0 
king, commanded the prince of Rakshasas, viz., Gbatotkaeha 
of mighty energy, to engage in single combat with Kama for 
rendering, O monarch, the latter’s fatal dart fruitless. All this, 
O king, is the result of thy evil policy tVe would cer* 
tainly have achieved success, O perpetuater of Kum/s race,, if 
Krishna had not (thus) rescued the mighty car- warrior Portha 
from Kama’s hands !'* Indeed, Eartha would have been des- 
troyed with his steeds, standard, and car, in battle, O. Dbrita- 
rSshtr^ if that naaster, that lord of Yogins, ■viz., Janarddana, 
had not saved him !'l Protected by diverse means, O king, and 
well aided by Krishna, Partha, approaching his foes, vanquishes 
thorn 1“ Indeed, it was Krishna that rescued Partha frotn 
that fatal dart, otherwise that weapon would have quickly <(fes- 
trpyyd the son of Kunti like tho lightning destroying a tree 1’** 

— ‘My son is fond of qiiarreU His ad- 
visers brOfotiJish.i He is vain of his wisdom. It is for that, 
this certain mteaip of Arjuna’s death hath been baffled P ;Wbyi 
6^ Sutd, did tluryodhana, or that foremost of all ;wfoid^, 
viz., Karm^ possessed of groat intelligence, hurl that fatal 

^ O.son.of Qavalgana, didst -thoti too', 

fbr^t this great^ object, since, possessed* as tboui. art of grebt 
wisdtx^. tbpy difiit not remind Kama of it IF? > • v - ■ 
“San'iava Said,'‘r-'*Iudocd. O kiuer. cverv^ niirht ibis 




''and ^itiil' 

ia'^lf -and ^s^isari*!^ (Aiid 'wie aidd jiiito ^ KattadX'^l^* 
4%ii^«ig Katiia, Dhananjayal Vfp 

#biild ihen lord it over the Pandua ijxd' tjie PShoKalAiS 
ilf^e #ef« ohr sl{ivesP* Or, if upon' PiHba’s fall; ■ 
WisliiiiiVtace appoints another- aniongst the sons of PStidiu (ih 
hia plaoo f<» carrying on dihe fight)* M Krishna hitds^lf bo 
slain !•• Krishna is the root of the , Pandavas, and PS.rtha is 
like their risen trunk ! The other adfis of Pritha are like their 
brariohes, while the Panchalas may be called their leaves.^ 
The PSndavas have Krishna for their refuge, Krishna for th«r 
might, and Krishna for their leader. Indeed* Krishna is their 
central support even as the Moon is of the consteUations.** 
Tbe«%fore,-0 Suta’a son, avoiding the leaves and branches aiid 
trunk, know that Krishna is everywhere and always the root oi 
the Pandavas !*‘ — Indeed, if Kama had slain him of Dacarha% 
rase, via., that delighter of the Yadavas, the whole Earth, O 
king, would, without doubt, have come under thy control P* 
Truly, O monarch, if- that illustrious one, that delighter of 
both the Yadavas and the PSndavas, could be made to lie down 
OB the Earth, deprived of life, then certainly, O monarch, the 
entire Earth with her mountains and oceans and forests w<»ld 
have owned thy supremacy !*’ We rose every morning, having 
formed such a resolution in respect of that Lord hf the vary 
gods, viz., Hrishike^a of immeasurable energy ! At the time 
of battle, however, we forgot our resolution.®* ‘ Ke^ava always 
protects Arjuna the son of Kunti. Ho never placed Arjuna 
befbJre the Suta’a son in battle.** Indeed, Achyuta always 
placed other foremost of csir-warriors before Kama, thinking 
hew that fatal dart of ours might be made fruitless by oup- 
a^yes, O lord!*® When, again, the high-soled Krishna pr(>^ 
^otyd Partha in this manner from Kama, why, O moharci}', 
wadid not - that foremost of beings protect his own self 
BeiejCtihg well, I see that there is no j^rsdn in the three: WxwJds, 
«^le;t® vauK^uish that chaBtiser of foes, viz., danSrddaiii-, 

. hero . bearing the discus in hand 5’V*v 
• ‘ Sanjaya contihued*-*-“That tiger among car- Wt^ors, >i4*> 
of prow jsg incapable of beihg baffled, asked 
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idrishm Earna, sayiiag,^^*^ 

0 JaM^ddana) ovisti this jkad 1^ Kama’s firm resolution, 

that ha would hurl that dart of immeasurable energy 
PhS^lguna I Why, however, did not the iSfiiia’s son actually 
hurl it then at him — 

^‘ Wasudeva said,— Dus 5 asana and itarna and Oaktftai and 
the ruler of the Sindhus, with Duryodhana at their headj had 
frequently debated (on this subject. Addressing Kama, they 
used to say),” — O Karnal O great bowman, O thou of im* 
measurable prowess in battle, O foremost of all victors, this 
dart should not be hurled at any one else” than that great car- 
warrior, viz,t Kunti’s son Partha or Dhananjaya ! Ho is the 
most celebrated amongst them, like Vasava'^amongst the gods 
Ho being slain, all the other Panda vas with the Srinjayas- Will 
be heartless like fireless celestials — Kama having assented 

to this, saying,— .So bo it, — (the desire of ) slaughtering the 
wielder of Gandiva, O bull amongst the Cinis, was ever 
present in Kama’s heart 1*® I, however, 0 foremost of war- 
riors, always used to stupify the . son of Radha ! It was 
for this, he did not hurl the dart at Panda’s son owning 
white steeds As long as I could not baffle that means of 
Phalguna’s death I had neither sleep, nor joy in my heart. O 
foremost of warriors Beholding that dart, therefore, ren- 
dered futile through Ghatotkacha, O bull amongst the Cinis, 

1 reg^d Dhananjaya today to have been rescued from within 
the jaws of Death Ido not regard my sire, my moth«ir» 
yourselves, my brothers, ay, my very life, so worthy of pro- 
.tection as Vibhatsu in battle!” If there be anything more 
precious than the sovereignty of the three- worldsj I do not, 
O SHtwata, desire (to enjoy) it without Pritfaa’s son Dhanau- 
jaya (teiShc^re it with me)!” Beholding Dhananjaya, tfaerefere, 
like one re turned {from the dead, these transports of delight, O 
Xuyudh&na, hav^ been ‘mine 1^® • It was for this that I had dcs^ 
patched unto Kama for battle ! Nqnc; else Was 

.iu night,' Kama -in battle;!;^®^’^.. 

^ Fire bemjf tbf mouth of the Without the 

become iaouthleas, | Thuat^ilkahthiUi-^T, 

.... ■ . , ■- i ' ' ■ . ■ ■ . ■ 




■ fsfet- dW6tt>d'’to"i&b^*!3ir^aya'iS go^%nd'io' 'what '' is '''liriSe^^:'-^''' 
him, speak tthto SHtyaki on that occasion/ ”*^ 


Section CLXXXrV. 

m ■ . 

■^‘Dhritarashtra said,— ‘I see, O sire,* that this imt qt Earna 
and Duryodhana and Suvala’s son Cakuni, and of thyself in 
especial, hath been very much again’st the dictates of policy;* 
Indeed, When you knew that that dart coiild always slay, one 
person in battle, and that it was incapable of being either boriif 
or baffled by the very gods with Vasava at their bead,* whjr 
then, 0 Sanjaya, was it not hurled by Earna at Devaki’s son, or 
Phalguna, while he was engaged with these in battle before?'* 

'‘ Sanjaya said, — ‘Returning from battle every day, O mon- 
arch, all of us, O foremost one of Euru’s race, used to debate 
in the night and say unto Earna, — O Earna, to-morrow^ morn- 
ing, O Kama, this dart should be hurled at either Ee 9 ava 
or Arjuna !*"* — When, however, the morning canie, 0 king, 
through destiny, both Kama and the other warriors forgot that 
resolution.* I think destiny to be supreme, since Earna, with 
that dart in his hands, did not slay in battle either PSrtha or 
Devaki’s son Krishna.* Indeed, because his understanding yvas 
afflicted by destiny itself, it is for this he did not, stupified • by 
the illusion of the gods, hurl that fatal dart of Vasava, though 
he had it in hand, at Devaki’s son Krishna for his destruction 
or at PSrtha endued with prowess like Indra’s, O lord 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Ye are destroyed by desitiny, by 
your own understandings, Snd by Ke 9 ava! Vasava’s dart is 
lost^ having effected the slaughter of Ghatotkacha who Was as 
inaijghificant as straw !‘® Kama, and my sons, as all the/oth$r 
kings, through this highly impolitic act, have already entered 
the abo^ of Tama !“ Tell me now fioW the battle Pnc« more 
rh^d between the Kurus and the Pandatas after the 
Hidimva's son.** How did they that rushed, against 'E^sna, 
”8^ battle and well-i^Iled in smitingj 

^ii^yas and the Panchllas, fight ?** How,- iiwieed, did;^^^!^^^ 
Phudus and Srinjayas withstand the sini^g Brona yrh^ 



raekless of fals rely I^e, and a ^^Alinig 

Destroyer himself with wids opeh month 
What step did they -do in battle, 0 sire, vi 0 .,^Droitta’a‘ son arid 
Siarzia and Kripa and bthera hSaSMhiy BuryOdhahaj 

■'1i'eirme>'0'Sanjaya,;how'h^^^ 

'■ U:ii^t^bi^tle'!;mvered:’ with, thoilr’' shafts Dhananjaya'dnd'''VliKdV 
. di^ #hp were solicitons of slaying Bharadwhja^s son ?** Shw* 
indeed) did these' excited with wrath at the death' of the 
0^ the SindhOs, and those at the death of Ghatothacha, eac^ 
ssie nnable to brook their loss, .fight that nocturnal battle ?’** 

\ ‘‘^njaya said,*— slaughter, that night, 0 king, bf 
the Ghatotkacha by KarAa, all thy troops, filled 

with joy, nttered loud shouts.** In that daifk hour of the nij^ht^ 
they fell impetuously upon the Pandava troops and began- 'to 
slay them. Seeing all this,'' king Yudhishthira became ekccted- 
ingly dmerless,** O chastiser of foes, the mighty*armed sPn 
of . P&ndu %hen addressed Bhimasena and said,*— O thou , pf 
niighty arms, resist the Dhartarashtra host !** Inconsequence 
of the slaughter of Hidimva’s son, a great stupefaction over- 
whelimt^me l^Having ordered Bhimasena thus, he sat dbwri on 
his»oWn OMf.” With tearful face and sighing repeatedly, the 


king beeatne exceedingly cheerless at sight of Kama’s prow- 
esi?* Beholding hiM so afflicted, Krishna said these woi^s :— » 
O ^ <d! Kunti, let not such grief be thine ! Buch ^eerles!!- 
ness dees npt became thee, O chief of the BharataS, as it does 
ait ordhiary petsoh ! Rise, O king, and fight ! : Beaar the heavy 


:btt*#»,i' '0 jord-l**t'* If . oheerlessneSS oyeftake8"-^,M, .6nir".yic*''^ 

^these ■wprds of '' Krishna^ 
'with his- .hands, 

replied unto Rtfehna, saying,— O thou of mighty armSt thi 
ewiidtesrt & not- unknown to me S** Thtf dii?e' 

oonseqbefeii^^^a^hhmana’s slaughter are his that foifgets:ihe‘ 
at ether’s hands ! Whilst we w^ Ur^g 
in thf ^e^lgb^isouled sonbf HIdimyir;” altheej^ theh 

t mapy services, Q Janard4ena'r ';3je8^Shg" 
; yrhite steede had depiwfed fetf the acq^m* 




tSon bifwm^Tri (Jh^tottoeto^^ 

O Ejrislifia^ camf to M He dwelt with us: ^ill 

Hiian^*y^y^*3 reappearance/® Whilst proceeding over manji 
inaccessible fastnesses, he himself carried on his back the 
tired princess of P^nchala/* The feats he achieved, 0 lordv 
show that ha was skilled in all anodes of warfare. Indeed, that 
high'Souled one accomplished many difficult feats for my bene^ 
fit !’• My affection for Qhatotkacha, that prince of Rd^kshasas^ 
is twice that, O Janarddana, which *I naturally bear towards 
SahadevSii That mighty-armed one was devoted to me 1 I 
was dear to him, and he was dear to mo ! It is for this that, 
scorched by grief, O thou of Vrishni’s race, I hav^ become 
so cheerless Behold, O thou of Vrishni’s race, our troops 
afflicted and routed by th# Kauravas ! Behold, those mighty 
car- warriors, viz,. Drona and Kama, are contending earnestly 
in battle Behold the Pandava host crusi'ied at de&d of 
night, like an extensive forest of heath by a couple of in-» 
furiate elephants Disregfii4ing the might of Bhimasena's 
arms, 0 Madhava, as also the variety of weapons that. Partha 
bears, the Kauravas are putting forth their prowess Yonder, 
Drona and Kama and king Suyodhana, having slain the 
RdJeshasa in battle, are uttering loud roars How, O Janard- 
dana, when we are alive and thyself too, Could Hidimva>s 
son be slain while engaged with the Sutas sonl^^ Having 
caused a great slaughter amongst us, and in the very sight of 
Savyasachin, Kama, O Krishna, hath slain Bhimasena’s son 
of great strength, .the Rdicshasa Qhatotkacha When Abhi- 
manyu was slain by the wicked Dhartarashtras, the mighty 
car- warrior Savyasachin, O Ifrishna, was not present in that 
battle We also were all held in check by the illustrious ruler 
of the Sindhus, Drona, ^yith his son (Acwajthaman), became 
the cause of that act/* The preceptor himself told Kama 
the^means of Abliimanyu’s slaughter. While Abhimanyu^ was 
battling with the sword, it was the preceptor himself that 
cut off that weapon/* And while fallen into ^such distress, 
KritJtvarman most cruelly slew the steeds and the two Pdrskf^i 
drivers (of the boy Other great bowmen then despatched 
the son of Siibhadra. Fot a little offence, O Krishna, was the 
'■ 76 
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r«lfflr of the SindhuB Slwn ^ 

fareittoBt oae- among the ; ,Y5d^a3, 'thal| SiT?!;- 'W 

great joy 1 If the slaughter of foes is just and should be 
achieved by the Pandayas,** then Drona and Karna Shojald 
have been slain before this I This is what I think ! 0 bhU 

among men. those two are the rgot of our woes I« Obtaining 
those t^o* (as his allies) in battle, Sijyodhana has become confi- 
dent. Indeed, when it was Drona that should have been slain or 
the /Sato’s son with his foliowera,*' the mighty-armed Dhanan- 
jaya slew the Sindhu king whose connection with the affair 
was very remote ! The punishment of the ’ Suto’s son should 
certainly be undertaken by me.** I shall, therefore, O hero, 
now, fight for slaying the Siita’a son. The mighty-armed 
Bhiraasena is now engaged with Dwona’s division.“’-^HayiBg 
said these words, Yudhishthira quickly proceeded against Karna, 
bendirtg his formidable bow and blowing his conch fiercely,'* 
Then, surrounded by a Panchala and Prabhadraka force of a 
thousand cars, three hundred elephants, and five thousand 
horse, Cikhandin speedily followed in the wake oflhe king. 
Then the mail-clad Panchalas and the Pandavas headed by 
Yudhishthira beat their drums and blew their conchs. At 
this time Vasudeva of mighty-arms, addressing Dhananjaya, 
said,”"**— Filled with wrath, yonder procoedoth Yudhishthira 
with great speed, from desire of slaying the S^Ua’8 son 1 It is 
not proper that thou shouldst rely upon him in this !*»— Having 
said these words, Hrishike^a quickly urged the steeds. Indeed, 
Janarddana followed in the wake of the king who was now at a 
distance.** At that time, seeing Dharma’s son Yudhishthira, 
whose mind was afflicted by grief and who seemed to be scorch- 
ed as if by fire, rush with speed from desire of slaying the 
jSitta’s-son, Vyasa ^pproachetd him and said these words.*'* ' 
‘“Yyasa saidj — By good luck ‘Phalguna liveth still although 
he b^ ea^unte^d Kama in battle 1 indeed, Karna had kept 
his dart, ^lipui of.-alaying Savyasachin !*» 0 bull (ff Bhara- 

ta’s r^oe,' by goop luck Jishnu did not engage in single combat 
with KW/jja 1 * |lach of them i,n that case, ^challenging the 

♦ TUv8 is a tripfet in the Bengal texta-r-T. , 


other, .!^p^I<lIi»TO oelesltar ^apohs Pti #M sidi^SiW 

the waiponf of the Mia’s son would have been destroyed^ h 
Arjuha. The former then, afflicted by the latter, would certahti 
ly have hurled Indra’s dart in that battle, O Yudhishthira 
0 foremost one of Bharata’s race, (if this had come to pass), 
then great would have been thy grief! O giver of honors, by 
good luck the Rahshasob hath been slain dn battle by th# Sivta’a 
son.“ . Indeed, Ghatotkacha hath been slain by Death himself 
making the dart of "l^asava an instrument only ! For thy good 
it is, O sire, that the RdJeshasa hath been slain in battle !*^ 
Do not yield to anger, 0 foremost one of Bharata’s race, and 
do not set thy heart on grief! O Yudhishthira, even this is 
the end of all creatures in this world !** Uniting with , thy 
brothers and all the illustrious kings (of thy host), fight with 
the Kauravas in battle, O Bharata !** On the fifth day from 
this, the Earth will be thine ! O tiger among men, always 
think of virtue !‘* With a cheerful heart, O son of Pandu, 
practise kindness (to all creatures), penances, charity, forgive- 
ness, and truth ! Victory is there where righteousness is ! — 
Having said these words unto the son of Pandu, Vyasa ipudo 
himself invisible there and then.’ 


Section CLXXXV. 

( Drona-badha Parva ). ’ 

Sanjaya said, — Thus addressed by Vyasa, the heroic king 
Yudhishthira the just refrained, O bull of Bharata’s race, from 
himself seeking t^slay Kama.* In consequence, however, of 
the slaughter of Ghatotkacha by the Suta’s son that night, 
the king became filled with grief and anger.* Beholding thy 
vast host held in check by Bhima, Yudhishthira, addressing 
phrishtadyumna, said, — Resist the Pot-born !' 0 scorcher of 
fees, thou hast, clad in mail, and armed with bow and ^ows 
and scimitar, sprung from fire, for the destruction of Drpnal* 
Cheerfully rush thou to battle, thou needst have ijo fear 1 
Let also Janamejfeya and Cikhandiii and Durmukha’s son and 

* 66 is a triplet in the Bengal texts,— T. 
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ITa^odhara.® rush in yfreki»h^ ^mmir4h&^ f^ sid^^ 

Nakula andSahadeva and the sonf ^l)raup$d 
jjrakas,* aud Djrupada and Vkata with their sons and brothers, 
and Satyaki and the Kaikayas and the Panda vas and Bfasman- 
jaya/ all rush with speed agaiixst Bharadwaja’s son from desire 
ef slaying him 1 Let also all oiar car-warriors and all the ele- 
phants ^nd horse we have,® and all \)Ur foot-soldiers, overthrow 
the mighty car- warrior Drona in battle ! — Thus ordered by the 
illustrious son of Panda/ all of them® ^iTUshed impetuously 
against the Pot-born from desire of slaughtering him. Drona, 
however, that foremost of all wielders of arms, received in 
battle all those Pandava warriors thus rushing towfiurds him 
suddenly with great force and perseverance. Then king Duryo- 
dhana, desiring, to protect Drona’s life, rushed, filled with 
wrath, against the Pandavas, with great force and perseverance. 

. Then commenced* the battle between the Kurus and the Panda- 
vas who roared at each other. The animals of both hosts as 
also the warriors were* all tired. The great car- warriors also, 
O king, .with eyes closing in sleep and worn out with exertion 
in battle, knew not what to do. That night of nine hours, 
so terrible and awful, and so destructive of creatures, 
appeared to them to be everlasting.f* While they were being 
thus slain and mangled by one another,^®# and while sleep sat 
heavy on their eyes, it became midnight. All the Kshatri- 
yas became cheerless and heartless.'* Thy troops as also those 
of the foe had no more weapons and arrows. Passing the 
time thus, (most of ) the warriors (of both armies) endued 
with mpde^rty and energy'^ and observant of Jhe duties of their 
order, did not aband<m their divisions. Others^ blind with 
* sleep, abandoning their weapons, laid themselves down.*® Some 
laid themselves down on the backs of elephants, some on cars, 

and some on hoife-back, O Bharata! Blind with ^ sleep, they 

— : * '■ - ■ ■■ 1 1 . ■ 

* literally, consisting of three Ydmas^ a Tdma being a 

watch of three hoi^s. The first hour and a half of the night and the last 
hour and a |ialf, Iw^iiig regarded • as twilight, the ninJit, truly as siicb» 
with; this ancient consisted of only 0 hours, ^ — X . > 

#|Mtorally, a thousand — T. * ^ , 
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b^aiaa peif 0 «Jtiy i!»o1bio^.less, O- Other w^rnors (that 
ware Ithat battle, despatched these to Yitaa's 

abode. Others, deprived of their senses and dreaming iii 
sle>v themselves, that is, their own comrades, as also their foes, 
taking all for their foes. Indeed, these fought in that dreidful 
battle, uttering various exjclhmations.^^"** Many warriors, '© 
monarch, of our army, defeirous of coiltinuing the fight with 
the foGj stood with eyes drowsy with sleep.®* Some brave 
warriors, during that terrible hour * of darkness, though blind 
with sleep, yet gliding along the field, slew one another in that 
battle.®® Many amongst the foe, entirely stupified by slumber, 
were slain without their being conscious (of. the strokes that 
launched them into eternity).®^ Beholding this condition of 
the soldiers, O bull among men, Yibhatsu, in a very loud voice, 
said these words :®® — All of you, with your animals, are worn 
out with exertion and blind with sleep ! Y6 warriors, ye are 
enveloped in darkness and with dust Therefore, if ye like, 
ye may rest ! Indeed, here, on the field of battle, close your 
eyes for a while !*^ Then when the moon will rise, ye Kurus 
and Panda vas, ye may again, having slept and taken rest, 
encounter each other for the sake of heaven !®® — Hearing these 
words of the virtuous Arjuna, the virtuous warriors (of the Kuru 
army) assented to the suggestion, a-nd addressing one another,®® 
loudly said, — 0 Kama, 0 Kama, O king Duryodhana, abstain 
from the fight ! The Pandava host hath ceased to strike us !®® — 
Then at tiiose words of Phalguna, uttered loudly by him, the 
Pandava army as also thine, O Bharata, abstained from 
battle.®* Indeed, those noble words of Partha were highly 
applauded by the gods, tlie high-souled Rishis, and all the 
gladdened soldiers.®® Applauding those kind words, O Bharata, 
all the troops, 0 king, worn .out with exertion, laid themselves 
down for sleep, 0 bull of Bharata’s race.®® Then that army* of 
thine, O Bharata, happy at the prospect of rest and sleep, sin- 
cerely blessed Arjuna, saying,®* — In thee are the Vedas as also 
all weapons ! In thee are intelligence and projvess ! In ^thee, 
O mighty-armed one, are righteousness, and compassion for alii 
creatures, O sinless one !®® And since we have been comforted 
*by thee, we wish thy good, 0 Partha ! Let prosperity be to 




thee ! Soon do thou get, 01^, thbse objects ^deair 

to thy he^rt !**~Bies3irig^hito thOs, 0 tigei* ambug men; th^e 
great car-wamors, stupified by sleep, became silent, O mon- 
arch Some laid themselves down on horse-back, some on 
theicar-box, some on the necks of elephants,* and some on the 
bare ground.** Many men, with^heir weapons and maces and 
swords and battle-axes and lances, and with their armour on, 
laid themselves down for sleep, apart from one another.®* 
Elephants, heavy with sleep, made the Earth cool with the 
breath of their nosfcrils, that passed through their snake-like 
trunks spotted with dust.*® Indeed, the elephants, as they 
breathed on the ground, looked beautiful like hills scattered 
(on the field of battle) over whose breasts hissed gigantic 
snakes/^ Steeds in trappings of gold and with manes mingling 
with their yokes, stamping their hoofs, made even grounds 
uneven.'** Thus dvery one, 0 king, slept there with the animal 
he rode. Thus steeds and elephants and warriors, 0 bull of 
Bharata's race,^* very much worn- out with exertion, slept, 
abstaining from battle. That slumbering host, deprived of sense 
and sunk in sleep then looked like a wonderful picture drawn 
on canvas by skilful artists.*** Those Kshatriyas decked in ear- 
rings and en«^i!^d with youth, with limbs mangled by shafts, and 
immersed in sleep, having laid themselves down on the coronal 
globes of elephants, looked as if they were lying on the - deep 
bosoms of beautiful ladies.** Then the Moon, that delighter of 
the eye and lord of lilies, of hue white as the efieeks of a 
beautiful lady, rose, adorning the direction presided over by 
Indra.*^** Indeed, like a lion of the Udaya hills, with rays 
constituting his manes of brilliant yellow, he issued out of his 
cave in the east, tearing to pieces .the thick glooin of night 
resembling an extensive herd of elephants.f*'^ That lover of 

• ^ 13 le Hocu is cflled tbe.lord of lilies because the water lily is seen 

to bloom at just as the Sun is called the lord of lotuses be* 

cause the lotus bloo|ns at sun-rise. The direction presided over by Indra 

■4, " *; I 

iueaiie-thB'8ast*^li ■ ■■ ■ ■■ 

f the Kaknp or direction presided by him 

of a thousand eyes j hence, the East.— T, • 



tkll {^s^inbliiigfaa q{ lilies (in the b^ght as the body 'of 

i^att&diva’s excellent, bull, full-arched and radiant as Katnats 
bow. and deligl^fal and charming as the smile on the Jipa of 
the bashful bride, bloomed in the firmament.*** Soon, how- 
ever, that divine lord having the hare for his mark showed 
himself reddish, shedding brighter rays around.** Indeed, the 
Moon, after this seemed to gradually emit a bright hah) of far- 
reaching light that resembled the splendour of gold.** Then 
the rays of that luminary, dispellitig the darkness by their 
splendour, slowly spread theihselves over all the quarters, the 
welkin, and the Earth.“ Soon, therefore, the world became 
illuminated. The unspeakable darkness that had hidden every- 
thing quickly fled away.** When the world was thus illu- 
mined into almost daylight by the Moon, amongst the creatures 
that wander at night, some continued to roam about and some 
abstained.** That host; O king, awaked by . the rays of the 
Moon, bloomed (into life) like an assemblage of lotuses ex- 
panded by the rays of the Sun.** Indeed, that sea of troops 
was awakened by the risen Moon like the ocean swelling up in 
agitated surges at the rise of that luminary.** Then, O king, 
the battle once more commenced on Earth, for the destruction 
of the Earth’s population, between men that desired to attaib 
to heaven.’ 


Section CLXXXVI. 

‘Sanjaya said, — ‘At this time Duryodhana, under the in- 
fluence of wrath, approached Drona and addressing him said 
these words, for inspiring him with joy and provoking hia 
anger.*’ ” • ■ • . 

“-‘Duryodhana said, — No kindness should have been shown 
to our foes while they were heartless and worn out with toil 
and taking rest, expecially when they* are all of sure aim !• 
Desirous of doing what is agreeable to thee, we showed them 
kindness by then letting them alone, The tired Pandavas, 


* lustcaid of VriaAodara, the Bombay text reads .VrukiHtuma which I 

adopt.— T. 
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however, (having takfn restjb ‘havo become stronger.* As re- 
gards ourselves, we ate, in every respect, losing in energy and 
strength. The Fandavas, protected by thee^ are constantly 
gaining prosperity.* All weapons that are celestial and all 
those that appertain to Brahma exist in thee !* I tell thee 
truly, that neither the Pandavas*, nor ourselves, nor any other 
bowmen ^in the world, can be a niatch for thee while thou 
art engaged in battle !* O foremost of regenerate ones, thou 
art acquainted with all weapons ! Without doubt, by means 
of thy celestial weapons thou art capable of destroying the 
(three) worlds with the gods, the Asuraa, and the Gandhar- 
vaa P The Fandavas are all afraid of thee i Thou, however, 
fbrgivest them, remembering that they were thy pupils, or, 
perhaps, owing to my ill luck ’* — ’ * 

“Sanjaya continued, — 'Thus rebuked and angered by Jhy 
son, Drona, O k>ng, wrathfully addressed Duryodhana and 
said these words — Although I am so old, O Duryodhana, I 
am still exerting in battle to the utmost extent of my might ! 
All these men are unacquainted with weapons. I am, however, 
Well- versed in them. If, from desire of victory, I slay these 
men, there can bo no more icrnoble act for me to do. That, 
Hbwever, which is in thy mind, be it good or bad,*®"* I will 
accomplish, Kauravya, at thy command ! It will not bo 
otherwise ! Putting forth my prowess in battle and slaying 
all the Panchalas, I will doff my armour, O king ! I swear 
this to thee truly ! Thou thinkest that Arjuna the son of 
Kunti was worn out in battle ?**"** O mighty-armed Kaurava 1 
listen to what I truly say regarding his prowess ! If Savya- 
sachin’s wrath is excited, neiHaenGandkarvaB, nor Takehas, 
not MSkshatas, can venture to bear him. At Khandava he 
encountered the divine chief of the celestials himself !'*“*• The 
iPustnous Arjuna, with his shafts, baffled the pouring Indra. 
fakahas, and Htdgas, and Daityaa, and all others, proud of 
their might, “ were slain by that foremost of men. That also 
is koBwn to thep» On the occasion of the tale of cattle, ^e 
GandJhareaa headed by Chitrasena and others were vanquished 
by hiatC'* That firm bowman rescued yon while you were 
being <»rried awny by those Oandharvaa. The NivUtahava- 
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chas also, those enemies of the celelbials,** that were unslayable 
in battle by the celestials themselves, w’ere also vanquished 
by that hero* Thousands of Ddnavas dwelling in Hiranya- • 
pura,^* that tiger among men vanquished. How can human 
beings then withstand him ? O monarch, thou, hast seen with 
thy own eyes how this hos^ *of thine, although exerting so 
heroically, hath been deatroVed by the S(in of Pandu 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Unto Drona who was thus applaud- 
ing Arjuna, thy son, O king, angered thereat, once more said 
these words — Myself, and Dusgasana, and Kama, and my 

maternal uncle Cakuni, dividing this Bharata host into two 
divisions, (and taking one with us), shall today slay Arjuna in 
battle — Hearing these words of his, Bharadwaja s son, 
laughing, sanctioned that speech of the king and said, — Bless- 
ings to thee What Kshatriya is there that would slay that 
bull amongst Kshatriyas, that unslayable one, viz,y the bearer 
of Odndivay that hero blazing forth with energy Neither 
the Lord of treasures, nor Indra, nor Yama, nor the Aawas, 
the Urag(X8, and the Rdkshasas, can slay Arjuna armed with 
weapons Only they that are fools say such words as those 
thou hast said, 0 Bharata ! Who is there that would return 
home in safety, having encountered Arjuna in battle As 
regards thyself, thou art sinful and cruel and suspicious of 
everybody ! Even them that are employed in thy welfare, 
thou art ready to rebuke in this way Go thou against the 
son of Kunti, for withstanding him for thy own sake ! Thou 
art a well-born Kshatriya ! Thou seekest battle I®* Why dost 
thou cause all these unoffending Kshatriyas to be slain ? Thou 
art the root of this hostility ! Therefore, go thou against 
Arjuna This thy maternal uncle is possessed of wisdom and 
observant of Kshatriya duties*! O son of Gandhari, let this 
one addicted to gambling proceed against Arjuna in battle 1*® 
This one, skilled in dice, wedded to deception, addicted to 
gambling, versed in cunning and imposture, — this gambler con- 
versant with the ways of deceiving, — will vanquish the Panda* 
vas in battle With Kama in thy company thou hadst 
often joyfully boasted, from folly and emptiness of understand- 
ing, in the hearing of Dhritarashtra, saying,®^ — 0 sire, my- 
77 
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^If, ami Kama, and brother Dmgasand, . these three, 
imiting together, will slay the sons of Panda in battle — 

. This thy boast was heard in every meeting of the court- 
Accomplish thy vow, be truthful in speech, with them There • 
thy mortal foe, the son of Panda, is staying before thee ! 
Observe the duties of a Kshatriya ! Thy slaughter at the hands 
of J aya would be worthy of every praise Thou hast practised 
charity. Thou hast eaten (everything ever desired by thee), 
Thou hast obtained wealtli to the measure of thy wish ! Thou 
hast no debts. Thou hast done all that one should do. Do 
not fear. Fight now with the son of Pandu — Having said 
these words in that battle, Drona stopped. The (Bharata) army 
then vvas divided into two bodies, and the battle commenced.* ***^ 


Section CLXXXVII. 

Sanjaya said, — ‘When three-fourths of that night had worn 
away, the battle, O king, once more commenced between the 
Kurus and the Pandavas. Both sides were elated with joy.* 
Soon after, Aruna, the charioteer of Surya, weakening the 
splendour of the Moon, appeared, causing the welkin to assume 
a coppery hue.® The east was soon reddened with the red 
rays of the Sun that resembled a circular plate of gold.® Then 
all the warriors of the Kuru and the Pandava hosts, alighting 
from cars and steeds and vehicles borne by men, stood, with 
joined hands, facing the Sun, and uttered the prayers of the 
(first) twilight.* The Kuru army having been divided into tv/o 
bodies, Drona, with Duryodhana before him, proceeded (with 
one of those divisions) against tke Somakas, the Pandavas, 
and the Panchalas.*^ Beholding the Kuru host divided into 
two bodies, Madhava addressed Arjuna and said, — Keeping 
thy foes to thy left, place this division (commanded by Drona) 
to thy right !*— Obedient to the counsels of Madhava in respect 
of the Kurus, Dhananjaya moved to the left of those two 
mighty howmtn, viz., Drona, and Kama.’ Understanding the 
intentions of Krishna, that subjugator of hostile cities, viz., 
IBhima^ena, addressing Martha who was then staying at the 
van of battle, said these words ;® — 
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‘'"Bliimasena said, — O Arjuna, (5 Arjuna, 0 Vibhatsu, list- 
to those words of mine*! The time for that object for 
which Kshatriya ladies bring forth sons is now come If at 
such a time thou dost not strive to win prosperity, thou shalt 
then act meanly, like a veritable wretch Putting forth thy 
prowess, pay the debt thou owje^t to Truth, Prosperity, Virtue, 
and Famel O foremost oP warriors, pierce this division, and 
keep these to thy right !** — * ^ / 

"Sanjaya continued, — *Thus urged liy Bhima and Kegavst, 
Savyasaohin, prevailing over Drona and Kama, began to resist 
the foe all around.^* Many foremost of Kshatriyas (am ong 
the Kurus), putting forth all their prowess, failed to withstand 
Arjuna who advanced at the very van of his troops, and who, 
like a raging conflagration, was consuming the foremost ones 
among his foes. Then Duryodhana, and Kama, and Cakuni 
the son of Siivala, covered Kunti's son Dhananjaya with 
showers of shafts. Baffling the weapons of all those warriors, 
that foreniost of all persons well-skilled in weapons, O monarch, 
covered them (in return) with his shafts. Aiming at their 
weapons with his (and thus baffling them all), Arjuna, endued 
with great lightness of hands and possessing a complete control 
over his senses,**"^* pierced every one of those v.?^arriors with 
ten keen-pointed shafts. The welkin was then covered with 
dust. Thick showers of arrows fell. Darkness set in, and a 
loud and terrible uproar arose. When such was the state of 
things, neither the welkin, nor the Earth, nor the points of 
the compass, could any longer be seen.*^*^* Stupifiod by the 
dust, all the troops became blind. Neither .the foe, O king, 
nor we, could distinguish eath other.*® For this reason, the 
kings began to fight, guided by conjecture and the names they 
uttered. Deprived of their cjirs, car-warriors, O king, en- 
countering one another, lost all order and became a tangled 
mass. Their steeds killed and drivers slain, many of them, be- 
coming inactive, preserved their lives and looked exceedingly 
afrighted. Slain steeds with riders deprived of li/e were seen 
to lie on slain elephants as if stretched on mountain-breasts. 
Then Drona, moving away from that battle towards the north, 
took up his station there, and seemed to resemble a smokeless 
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fire. Beholding him movfc away from the battle towards the 
north,*®*®* the Panda va troops, G king, began to tremble. 
Indeed, beholding Drona resplendent and handsome and blaz- 
ing with energy, the enemy, inspired with fright, became pale 
and wavered on the field, 0 Bharata! While summoning 
the hostile army to battle, a^d looking like an elephant in 
the enemy became perfectly hopeless of vanquishing 
him, like the Ddnavaa hopeless of vanquishing Vasava. Some 
amongst them became perfectly cheerless, and some, endued 
with energy, became inspired with wrath.*’ And some were 
filled with wonder, and some became incapable of brooking 
(the challenge). And some of the kings squeezed their hands,** 
and some, deprived of their senses by rage, bit their lips. 
And some whirled their weapons, and some rubbed their 
arms.*® And some, possessed of great energy and souls under 
complete contrhl, rushed against Drona. The Panchalas parti- 
cularly, afflicted with the shafts of Drona,®® 0 monarch, 
though suffering great pain, continued to contend ift battle.*^ 
Then Drupada and Virata proceeded, in that battle, against 
Drona, that invincible warrior, who was thus careering on 
the field. Then, 0 king, the three grandsons of Drupada,** and 
those mighty bowmen, viz,, the Chedis, also proceeded against 
Drona in that encounter. Drona, with three sharp shafts, 
took the lives of the three grandsons of Drupada. Deprived 
of life, the princes fell down on the Earth. Drona next 
vanquished in that battle the Chedis, the Kaikayas, and 
the Srinjayas,***** That mighty car-warrior, viz,, the son of 
Bharadwaja, then vanquished all the Matsyas. Then Drupada, 
filled wilih wrath, and Virata also, in that battle, shot showers 
of shafts, O king, at Drona. Baffling that arrowy shower, 
Drona, that grinder of Kshatriyas,®*”*® covered both Drupada 
and Virata with his shafts. Shrouded by Drona, both those 
warriors, mad with rage, began to pierce him on the 
field of battle with their arrows. Then Drona, O monarch, 

— r 

♦ In the fir^t line of 31, the Bengal texts read Rijdnam^ probably 

referring to Dtnpada. The correct reading, however, is Rdjendra in the 

Tocative case, as in the Bombay edition.— T. 
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filled with wrath and desire revenge,*^"’* cut off, witii a 
couple of broad-headed shafts, the bows of both his antagonists. 
Then Virata, filled with wrath, sped in that encounter ten 
lances and ten shafts at Drona from desire of slaying him, 
And Drupada, in anger, hurled at Drona’s car a terrible dart 
made of iron and decked ^ith gold and resembling a large 
snake. Drona cut off, ^with a number of sharp and broad- 
headed arrows, those ten lances (of Virata), and with cer- 
tain other shafts that dart (of Drupac/a) decked with gold and 
stones of lapis lazuli. Then that grinder of foes, viz., the 
son of Bharadwaja, with a couple of well-tempered and broad- 
headed shafts,** despatched both Drupada and Virata unto the 
abode of Yama. Upon the fall of Virata and Drupada, and the 
slaughter of the Kaikayas,** the Chedis, the Matsyas, and 
the Panchalas, and upon the fall of those three heroes, viz., the 
three grandsons of Drupada,** the high-souled Dhrishtadyumna, 
beholding those feats of Drona, became filled with rage and 
grief, and swore in the midst of all the car-warriors, saying,**— 
Let me lose the merits of all my religious acts, as also my 
Kshatriya and Brahma energy, if Drona escape me today with 
life, or, if he succeed in vanquishing me !*** — Having taken that 
oath in the midst of all the bowmen, that slayer of hostile 
heroes, viz., the prince of the Panchalas, supported by his own 
division, advanced against Drona.*’ The Panchalas then began 
to strike Drona from one side, and Arjuna from another. 
Duryodhana, and Kama, and Cakuni the son of Suvala,** and 
the uterine brothers of Duryodhana, (stationed) according to 
their precedence, began to protect Drona in battle. Drona 
being thus protected in*battle by those illustrious warriors,*’ the 
Panchalas, though struggling vigorously, could not even gaze 
at him. Then Bhimasena, O sire, became highly angry with 
Dhrishtadyumna, and, 0 bull among men, that son of Panda 
pierced Dhrishtadyumna with these fierce words : — *®f 


* I render this a little too freely. The form of the oath is, — “Let 

that man lose &.C., &.c., whom Drona escapes today with life or whom 
Drona vanquishes today.” — 

t This, in the Bengal texts, is a triplet.— T. 




614 


ItAHABHABATJI. 


[Bro.va- 


** ^Bhimasena said, — What cman is there who being regarded 
as a Kshatriya and who taking his birth in the race of 
Drupada and who being the foremost of all persons possessing 
a * knowledge of weapons, would only thus look at his foe 
stationed before him What man having seen his sire and 
son slain, and especially, having s^orn such an oath in the 
midst of the kings, would thus be indijPFerent to his enemy /•* 
Yonder sfiUnds Drona like a fire swelling with its own energy ! 
Indeed, with bow and arrows* constituting his fuel, he is con* 
suming with his energy all the Kshatriyas I** Soon will he 
annihilate the Pandava army ! Stand ye (as spectators) and 
behold my feat ! Against Drona himself will I proceed — 
Having said these words, Vrikodara, filled with rage, penetrated 
into Drona’s division, and with shafts sped from his bow 
drawn to its fullest stretch, began to afflict and rout that 
host.** Then the Panchala prince Dhrishtadyumna also, pene- 
trating into that large host, engaged with Drona in battle. 
The battle became furious.** Such a fierce encounter we had 
never seen or heard of before, O king, as that which now took 
place at sunrise of that day !*’ The cars, O sire, were seen to 
be entangled with one another. The bodies of embodied crea- 
tures deprived of life were scattered all over the field.®* Some, 
while proceeding towards another part of the field, were, on 
the way, assailed by others. Some, while flying away, were 
struck on their backs, and others, on their sides.** That 
general engagement continued to rage fiercely. Soon, however, 
the morning Sun arose.’ 

Section CLXXXVill. 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘The warriors, O king, thus clad in 
mail on the field of battle, adored the* thousand- rayed Xditya 
as he rose at morn.’ When .the thousand-rayed luminary, of 
splendour bright as that of burning gold, arose, and the world 
became illumined," the battle once more commenced.* The 
same soldiers that Vfere engaged with each other before sunrise, 
once more fought with each other, O Bharata, after the rise of 
the Sun.* Hpr$ethen engaged with car-warriors, and elephants 
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with horsemen, and foot-soldiers i^ith elephants, and horsemen 
with horsemen, and foot soldiers with foot-soldiers.* And car- 
warriors engaged with car-warriors, and elephants with ele- 
phants, and horsemen with horsemen, O bull of Bharata’s race. 
Sometimes unitedly and sometimes separately, the warriors 
fell upon one another in battle.* Having fought vigorously 
in the night, many, tired jvvith exertion, and weak with hunger 
and thirst, became deprived of their Senses.* The uproar, O 
bull of Bharata’s race, made in consequence of the blare of 
conchs, the beat of drums, the roar of elephants, and the 
twang of outstretched bows drawn with force, touched the very 
heavens, O king ! The noise, made also by rushing infantry 
and falling weapons,’”* and neighing steeds and rolling cars, and 
shouting and roaring warriors, became tremendous.® That loud 
noise, increasing every minute, reached the heavens. The groans 
and wails of pain, of falling and fallen foot-soldiers and car-war- 
riors and elephants, became exceedingly loud and pitiable as 
these were heard on the field.*®”“ When the engagement be- 
came general, both sides slew each other as also their own men 
and animals,^® Hurled from the hands of heroes upon warriors 
and elephants, heaps of swords were seen on the field, resem- 
bling heaps of cloths on the washing ground/* The sound, 
again, of uplifted and descending swords in heroic arms resem- 
bled that of cloths thrashed for wash.** That general engage- 
ment then, in which the warriors encountered one another with 
swords and scimitars and lances and battle-axes, became exceed- 
ingly dreadful.** The heroic combatants then caused a river 
there that ran its course towards the regions of the dead. The 
blood of elephants and steeds and human beings formed its 
current. Weapons formed its fish in profusion. It was miry 
with blood and flesh. Wails qf grief and pain formed its roar. 
Banners and cloths formed its froth.**"*’ Afflicted with shafts 
and darts, worn with exertion, spent with toil on the (previous) 
night, and exceedingly weakened, elephants and steeds, with 
limbs perfectly motionless, stood on the field#** With their 
arms (in beautiful attitudes), and with their beautiful coats of 
mail, and heads decked with beautiful ear rings, the warriors, 
ai^rned with implements of battle, looked exceedingly respleu- 
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dent.*** At that time, in consequence of the carniyorous 
animals and the dead and the dying, there was no path for the 
cars all over the field. Afflicted with shafts, steeds of the 
noblest breeds and high mettle, resembling elephants (in size 
and strength), worn out with toil, were seen to tremble as, with 
great efforts, they drew vehicles whose wheels had sunk in the 
Earth. The whole of that host, O Bh^rata, resembling the ocean 
for vastness, then became imitated, and afflicted, and inspired 
with terror, with the exception only of Drona and Arjuna. 
These two became the refuge, these two became the saviours, 
of the warriors of their respective sides.*®"** Others, encounter- 
ing these two, proceeded to the abode of Yama. Then the 
vast host of the Kurus became greatly agitated, and the 
Fanchalas, huddled together, became no longer distinguishable. 
During that great carnage of Kshatriyas on Earth, on that 
field of battle enhancing the terrors of the timid and looking 
like a crematorium, neither Kama, nor Drona, nor Arjuna, 
nor Yudhishthira,**"*® nor Bhimasena, nor the twins, nor the 
Panchala prince, nor Satyaki, nor Dus9asana, nor Drona’s son, 
nor Duryodhana, nor Suvala’s son,** nor Kripa, nor the ruler of 
the Madras, nor Kritavarman, nor others, nor my own self, nor 
the Earth, nor the points of tho compass,** could be seen, O 
king, for all of them, mingled with the troops, were shrouded by 
clouds of dust. During the progress of that fierce and terrible 
battle, when that dusty cloud arose,*’ all thought that night had 
once more come over the scene. Neithpr the Kauravas, nor the 
Fanchalas, nor the Fandavas, could be distinguished,*® nor 
the points of the compass, nor the welkin, nor the Earth, nor 
even land, nor uneven land. The warriors, desirous of victory, 
slew foes and friends, in fact, all whom they could perceive by 
touch of their hands. The earthy dust that had arisen was soon 
dispelled by winds that blew, and drenched by tho blood 
that was shed. Elephants and steeds and car-warriors and foot- 
soldiers,***** bathed in blood, looked beautiful like the (celestial) 
forest of PanjSta. Then Duryodhana, Karna, Drona, and Dus- 
Qasaaa,** thete four (Kaurava) warriors, engaged in battle with 

1 adopt t|e Bombay reading of the first line of this verse. — T. 
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fw-r::;:'^‘''''^'-e : mmtmvB, , -wd '.his br6tlji%if»; 

aiidouiiieir^d (Pakula a»d SahudaTa).®* Aiid 

ato engaged #ith Vrikodara, and Arjnna with the eon ef 
Bharadwaja. All fhe troops, from every side, looked on these 
terrible encounters.®* The car- Warriors (of both armies qnmtilff 
beheld that beautiful batTle, that superhuman engagement 
between those fierce aruit foremost of ear- warriors Conversant 
with every mode of warfare*, riding on their own beautiful 
cars that performed diverse delightful evolutions. Endued Witli 
great prowess, struggling vigorously and each solicitous of 
vanquishing the other, they covered each other with 
showers of shafts like the clouds at the close of summer (pour- 
ing torrents of rain). Those bulls among men, riding on thoir 
cars of solar effulgence,®® looked beautiful like congregated 
masses of clouds in the autumnal sky. Then those warriors, 
O monarch, filled with wrath and desire of revenge,^® mighty 
bowmen all, challenging, rushed at one another with great vigor 
like infuriate leaders of elephantine herds.‘*‘ Verily, O king, 
death does not take place till its hour comes, since all those 
w^arriors did not simultaneously perish in that battle.**® Strewn 
with lopped off arms and logs, and heads decked with beautiful 
ey-r-rings, and bows and arrows and lances and scimitars and 
battle-axes and (other kinds of ) axes, and Ndlikas and razor- 
headed arrows and cloth-yard shafts and darts and spears, and 
diverse kinds of beautiful armour, and beautiful cars broken 
into pieces, and slain elephants and standardlcss cars looking 

like cities, and vehicles dragged hither and thither with the 
speed of the wind by driverless steeds in great fright, and largo 
numbers of well-decked \^arriors of great courage, and lallen 


^ 42 is read differently in tfie Bengal texts. The Bengal readitifr, 
-however, is incorrect. In the first line, for sann^'^gdme^ i\\^ “Bom- 

.bay reading which I adopt is In the second Hn% instead 

of (ins. of sarva) the correct reading is sarve na^ the last bein|f 

the nagative particle. The palatal n is a mistake. I^is the dental letter, 
meaniug not, Tlie sense of the passage is that so dreadful was; that 
encounter that all the warriors would certainly have perished. The fucy 
however,*’ that none of them still perished was trwth thaii 

death Merer appears unlilita proper hour co!iue9.---T. ^ 
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fans tod coats of mail and standards, and ornaments and jrobcs 
and fragrant garlands, and chains of gold and diadems and 
orOwns and head-gears and rows of bells, and jeweh worn on 
breasts, and cuirasses and collars and gems that adorn head- 
gears, the field of battle looked beautiful like the firmament 
bespangled with stars.'*®"'** 

“Then^there occurred an encount^ between Duryodhana 
filled with wrath and desire of revenge and Nakula filled with 
the same feelings.®® Madri’s son cheerfully shooting hundreds 
of shafts, placed thy son on his right. At this loud cheers were 
bestowed upon him.®* Placed on the right by his cousin-brother 
in wrath, thy son, viz., king Duryodhana, filled with rage, 
began, in that battle, to wonderfully counteract Nakula from 
that very side.®* Thereupon Nakula, endued with great energy 
and acquainted with the diverse courses (in which a car may be 
conducted), began to resist thy son who was engaged in coun- 
teracting him from his right. Duryodhana, however, afflicting 
Nakula with showers of shafts and resisting him on every 
side,®®"®'* caused him to turn back. All the troops applauded 
that feat (of thy son). Then Nakula, addressing thy son, said, 
— Wait, Wait,— recollecting all his woes caused by thy evil 
counsels/ 


Section CLXXXIX. 

‘^Sanjaya said. — ‘Then Dusgtoana, filled with wrath, rushed 
against Sahadeva, causing the Earth to tremble with the 
fierce speed of his car,* Madri’s soji, however, that crusher 
of foes, with a broad-headed arrow, quickly cut olf the head, 
decked with head-gear, of his rushing antagonist s driver.* 
From the celerity' with which that* act. was accomplished by 
Sahadeva, neither Dus(;5sana nor any of the troops knew that 
the driver*s head had been cut off.® The reins being no longer 
held by anybody, the steeds ran at their will. It was then that 
lJusgasana kuowihat his driver had been slain.* Conversant 
» with tlie man|gement of stee^^^ that foremost of car-warriors, 
himself restraiuiiig hi| steeds in that battle, fought beautifully 
and with great adimfcy and skill.® Tint fe\t of his was ap^ 
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plaud^d by friends and foes, sin^e, riding on that driyerle^ 
he caroered fearlopsly in that battle.* Then Sahadeva pierced 
those steeds with keen shafts. Afflicted with those shafts, they 
quickly ran away^ careering hither and thither.^ For catch"* 
ing hold of the reins, he once laid aside his bow, and then he 
took up his bow for using, laying aside the reins.* During 
those opportunities the Son of Madri^covered him wiffh arrows. 
Then Kama, desirous of rescuing^thy son, rushed to that spots* 
Thereupon Vrikodara, with great care, pierced Kama in the 
chest and arms with three broad-headed shafts sped from his 
bow drawn to its fullest stretch.’® Struck with those shafts 
like a snake with a .stick, Kama stopped and began to resist 
Bhimasena, shooting keen shafts.” Thereupon a fierce battle 
took place between Bhima and Radha’s son. Both of them 
roared like bulls, and the eyes of both were expanded (with 
rage).’* Excited with wrath, and rushing fowards each other, 
with groat speed, they roared at each other. Those two da- 
ughters in battle were then very close to each other. So near 
were they that they could not easily shoot their shafts at each 
other. Thereupon an encounter with maces happened. Bhima- 
sena speedily broke with his mace the Kuvara of Kama’s car. 
That feat of his, O king, seemed highly wonderful. Then the 
valiant son of Radha, taking up a mace, hurled it at Bhima’s 
car. Bhima, however, broke it with a mace of his own. Then 
taking up a heavy mace once more, Bhima hurled it at Adhi- 
ratha’s son.”'” Kama struck that mace with numerous shafts 
of beautiful wings sped with great force, and once again with 
other shafts. Thus struck with Kama’s shafts, that mace 
turned back towards Bhima, like a snake afflicted with incanta- 
tions, With the re-bound of that mace, the huge standard of 
Bhima”"’* broke and fell down. Struck with that same mace, 
Bhima’s driver also became deprived of his senses. Then 
-Bhima, mad with rage, sped eight shafts at Kama,” and his 
standard, and bow, and leathern fence, O Bharata. The mighty 
Bhimasena, that slayer of hostile heroes, with the greatest , 
care, O Bharata, cut off, with those keen shafts, the stg-ndard, 
the bow, and the leathern fence of Kama. Phe latter then, 
viz., the son of Radha, taking up another invincible and gold- 






iJeckeiii bow, iihot a number of lhaft% and quickly ilew ©hima'ft 
atoeda of the hue of beara, and then hia rtwo dri-^ 

veira When his car was thus injured, Bhimai that chaati- 
ser of foes, quickly jumped into the car of Nakula like a Uoia 
jumi^ing dawn upon a mountain summit,®® 

“Meanwhile Drona and Arjunar those two foremost of car^ 
warriors, ' preceptor and pupil, both I skilled in weapons, O 
monarch, fought with each ^other in battle,®^ stupifying the 
eyes and mind^ of men with their lightness in the use of 
weapons and the sureness of their aim, and with the motions of 
their cars.®® Beholding that battle, the like of which had never 
been witnessed before, between preceptor and pupil, the other 
w<arrior 3 abstained from fighting with each other and trembled-®® 
Each of those heroes, displaying beautiful evolutions of his 
car, wished to place the other on his right.®^ The warriors 
present there beheld their prowess and became filled with 
wonder. Indeed, that great battle between Drona and the son of 
Panda resembled that, O monarch, between a couple of hawks 
in the welkin for the sake of a piece of meat. Whatever feats 
Drona performed for vanquishing the son of Kunti,*®'®® were 
all counteracted by Arjuna performing similar feats. When 
Drona failed to gain any ascendancy over the son of Panda, 
the son of Bharadwaja, that warrior acquainted with the course 
of all weapons, invoked into existence the A indra, iho Pa^u- 
the Tdshtra, the Vdyavi/a, and the Ydmya weapons.®®"®* 
As soon as those weapons issued from Drona’s bow, Dhanan- 
jaya destroyed them quickly. When his weapons were thus 
duly destroyed by Arjuna with his own weapons,®® Drona 
shrouded the son of Panda with the mightiest of celestial 
weapons. Every weapon, however, that Drona shot at Partha 
from desire of vanquishing the latter, was shot by Parfeha in 
return for baffling qt. Seeing all his weapons, even the celestial 
ones, duly baffled • by, Arjuna, ^ applauded the: latter in 

his heart, That chastiser of foes, O Bharata, regarded himself 
superior to ev0ryft.j|3rsDn in the world acquainted with weapons, 
in conSequehce of iLrjuna having boon his pupil. Thus resisted 
by Parbha' ' m midst pf all those illustrious warriors;*®-®® 
Drona,, sLrii^giing i with cheerfully resisted. ;A^una .(in^ 



rotwfti), while; 4’hen the celestials and <3^^^ 

dha¥m$^^^ theusands/’^ and and bodies of 

were: sS^n on all sides in the welkin. Filled with (those as atscr 
with) -4j3is<^(is an^ Yaksha^ and JS^Ajs^asas/® it once more 
seemed that the welkin was darkened by gathering cloudS/ " 
An invisible voice, fraught • with the praises of Drona and the 
high-soitled Partha, was heard to repeatedly course throhgh the 
firmament. When in consequence, of ^he weapons shot by 
Drona and Partha all sides seemed ablaze with light, the 
Siddkas and the RiaJds that were present, said, — This is no" 
human, nor Asura, nor Rakshasa, nor celestial, nor Gan- 
dharva battle I Without doubt this is a high Brahma en- 
counter ! This battle is exceedingly beautiful and highly won- 
derful ! We have never seen or heard of its like Some- 

times the preceptor prevails over the son of Pftndu, and some- 
times the son of Pandu prevails over Drona ! N o one can find 
any difference between them If Rudra, dividing his own 
self into two portions, fights himself with himself, then may an 
iastance be had to match thi^. No where else can an instance 
be found to match it Science, gathered in one place, 
exists in the preceptor. Science and means are in the son of 
Pandu ! Heroism in one place is in Drona. Heroism and might 
are in the son of Pandu.'^* None of these warriors can be 
withstood by foes in battle. If they wish, both of them can 
destroy the universe with the gods 1^* — Beholding those two 
bulls among men, O monarch, all invisible and visible crea- 
tures said these words.'*’^ The high-souled Drona then, in that 
battle, invoked into existence the BrUhma weapon, afflicting 
Partha and all invisible beings.** Thereupon the Earth with her 
mountains and waters and trees trembled. Fierce winds began 
to blow. The seas swelled in agitation.*® The combatants of the 
Kara and the Panda va armies, as also.all other creatures, be- 
came inspired with fear, when that illustrious warrior uplifted 
that weapon.*^ Then Partha, O monarch, fearlessly baffled th4t 
weapon by a Srdhma wesipon of his own, a? which all that 
agitation in nature was speedily pacified.*^ At last when hone 
of thorn could vanquish his antagonist in single combat, a 
general engagement took place betwcNsn the two hosts, caifsihg 
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xi great confusion on the fiol4^ During the progress of that 
dreadful battle between Drona and the son of Pandu (as also of 
‘ihat general engagement), once more, 0 king, nothing could 
be distinguished®* The welkin became •covered with dense 
showers of shafts as if with masses of clouds, and creatures 
ranging the air could no longer ffqd a passage through their 
element.’ I 


Seotion CXC. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘During that fearful carnage of men and 
steeds and elephants, Diis^asana, O king, encountered Dhrishta- 
dyumna.* Mounted, upon his golden car and exceedingly 
afflicted with the shafts of Dus 9 asana, the PanchSla prince 
wrathfully showered his shafts upon thy son’s steeds.* Cover- 
ed with the shafts of Prishata’s son, O king, Dus^Iisana’s car, 
with standard and driver, soon became invisible.* Afflicted 
with those showers of arrows, Dus<;asana, O monarch, became 
unable to stay before the illustrious prince of the Panchalas.^ 
Forcing, by means of his shafts, Dus 9 asana to turn back, 
Prishata s son, scattering his arrows, proceeded against Drona 
in that battle.* At that time Hridika’s son Kritavarman, with 
three of his uterine brothers, appeared on the scene and 
attempted to oppose Dhrishtadyumna.® Those bulls among 
men, however, viz., the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva), follow- 
ing in the wake of Dhrishtadyumna who was thus proceeding 
like a blazing fire towards Drona, began to protect him/ Then 
all those great car- warriors, endued with might and excited 
with rage, began to strike one another, making death their 
goal* Of pure souls and pure conduct, 0 king, and keeping 
heaven in view, they fought according to righteous methods, 
desiroxis of vanquishing one another.® Of stainless lineage 
and stainless acts, and endued with great intelligence, those 
rulers of men, keeping heaven in view, fought fair battles with 
another.*® There was nq|^ing unfair in that fight and no 
weapon was usedlthat is regarded unfair. No barbed arrows, 
nor thos^ palled| n&lilcaa, nor those that are poisoned, nor 
those with heidisS made of horns, nor those equipt with many 
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pointed heads, nor those made of tlffe bones of bulls and ele- 
phants, nor those having two heads, nor those having rusty 
heads, nor those that are not suraight-going, were used by any* 
of them.^“*^* All of* them used simple and fair weapons and 
desired to win both fame and regions of groat blessedness by 
fighting fairly.^* Between those four warriors of thy army and 
those three of the PandavaJsido, the battle that took pl^ce was 
exceedingly dreadful but divested of everything unfair.^* Then 
Dhrishtadyumua, exceedingly quick in the use of weapons, 
beholding those brave and mighty car-warriors of thy army 
checked by the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva), proceeded to- 
wards Drona/* Chocked by those two lions among men, those 
four heroic warriors encountered the former like the winds 
assailing a couple of mountains (standing on their way)/® 
Each of the twins — those great car-warriors — was engaged 
with a couple of antagonists. Meanwhile Dhrisfitadyumna pour- 
ed showers of arrows upon Drona.^^ Beholding the invincible 
prince of the Panchalas proceeding against Drona, and those 
four heroes (of his own army) engaged with the twins, Duryo- 
dhana, 0 monarch, rushed to that spot, scattering showers of 
blood-drinking arrows. Seeing this, Satyaki quickly approach- 
ed the Kuril king/'^*^® Those two tigers among men, viz., the 
two descondants of Kuru and Madhii, approaching each other, 
beca»ne desirous of striking each other in battle.®® “Recalling 
to mind their behaviour towards each other in childhood and 
reflecting with pleasure on the same, they gazed at each other 
and smiled repoatedly.®^ Then king Duryodhana (mentally) 
blaming his own conduct, addressed his ever dear friend Satya- 
ki, and said,®® — Fio on wrath, O friend, and fie on vindictive- 
ness ! Fie on Kshafcriya usage, and fio on might and prowess,®® 
since thou aimest thy weapon® at me and I too am aiming at 
thee, O bull of Cini s race ! In those days thou wert dearer to 
me than life itself, and I also was such to thee !** Alas, all those 

* All these arrows inflicted bad wounds and could nc^ be easily ex- 

tracted. Shafts of crooked courses were condemned because the com* 
batanta could not easily baffle them, not knowing at whom they would 



a'jts of ehiWbood that { I'eWmher, of both thj^sejlf atnd n^oe, 
becomiet aa i»otrhi«g on the fjefd of battle ?* Alas, moiraii by 
‘trrath and covetontnesa, we are beJ's today for fightipg -irith 
eaeh other, O thou of tb® Satwata race !~t7nto, him iWho ,»®id 
those words, O king, Satyaki, conversant with high weapons, 
taking up some keen arrows, smilingly replied,-— Thjs is no 
assembly, 0 prince, nor the abode of our preceptor, where in 
former days we sported, O prince, mingling together !• — 
Duryodhana answered, — Where have those sports of our child- 
hood gone, 0 bull of Cini’s race, and, alas, how has this battle 
now come upon us ! It seems that the influence of Time is 
irresistible !’* (Urged though we-are) by desire of wealth, what 
use, however, have we of wealth that, assembled together, we 
are now engaged in battle, moved by avarice of wealth 

“Sanjaya said, — Unto king Duryodhana who said so, Satya- 
ki replied, — This' has always been the usage of Kshatriyas, ui?., 
they have to fight even with their preceptors !’* If 1 am dear 
to thee, O king, then slay me without any delay ! Through 
thee, O bull of Bharata’s race, I would then enter the regions 
of the righteous !“ Exhibit, without delay, all thy might and 
prowess ! I do not desire to witness this great calamity of 
friends !** — Having replied and rejoined thus, Satyaki, 0 moji- 
arch, fearlessly and in utter disregard of life, quickly advanced* 
against Duryodhana.** Beholding him advance, thy son re- 
ceived him. Indeed, O king, thy son poured on him of Cini’s 
race a perfect shower of arrows.** Then commenced a terrible 
battle between those lions of Kuru’s and Madhu’s races, re- 
sembling an encounter between an elephant and a lion.** Then 
Duryodhana, filled with wrath, pierced the invincible Satyaki 
with many keep arrows shot from his bow drawn to its fullest 
stretch,** SStyaki quickly pierced the Kuru prince in return 
with fifty keen :^haft8 in that battle and onCe more with twenty 
and again with ten shafts.** Then in that encounter, 0 king, 
thy iph, smjlir^ the while, pierced SStyaki in -return with 
..i^irty arrowsr shot from his bowstring drawn to, his ear." 
Shooting then a razor- hbaded arrow, he cut off in twain the 
b«w, tvith arimw fixed thereon, of Satyski. Ilndwed , with 
great lightness, of bapd, the latter then, takipg up a tphsher 
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shot showers of shafts at thy ^oii. As those lines of 
aiTowe advanced for compassing the death of Duryodhana,^*]]** 
the latter^ O king^ cut .them into pieces, at which the tr^opa 
jihouted loudly. With great swiftness, the Kuru king afflicted 
S&tyaki with three and seventy shafts equipt with wings of 
gold and steeped in oil and shot from his bow drawn to its 
fullest stretch. All thos5 arrows of Duryodhana, as also his 
bow with arrow ^fixed thereon, Satyaki quickly cut off. 
The S&twata hero then poured showers of shafts on hi:^ anta« 
gonist. Deeply pierced by Satyaki, and feeling great pain, 
Duryodhana, O king, in great distress, sought shelter in an- 
other car. Having rested awhile and refreshed himself, thy 
son once more advanced against Satyaki,^®*"** shooting showers 
of shafts at the latters car. Smilingly, O king, SEtyaki 
ceaselessly shot multitiTdes of shafts at Duryodhana s car. The 
shafts of both mingled with one another in the welkin. In 
consequence of those arrows thus shot by both falling fast 
on every side,^®"** loud sounds like those of a raging fire 
consuming a mighty forest arose there. With thiiSe thousands 
of arrows shot by both, the Earth was densely covered/® 
The welkin also became filled therewith. Beholding then that 
foremost of car- warriors, viz,, that hero of Madhu's race, to 
be mightier than Duryodhana/® Kama rushed to that spot, 
desirous of rescuing thy son. The mighty Bhimasena, how- 
ever, could not brook that attempt of Kama®*, He, therefore, 
quickly proceeded against Kama, shooting innumerable shafts. 
Cutting off all those shafts of Bhima with the greatest ease, 
Kama®* cut off Bhima’s bqw, arrows, and driver also, with his 
own shafts. Then Pandu's son Bhima, filfed with rage, took 
up a mace,** and crushed the bow, standard, and driver of his 
antagonist in that encounter.* The mighty Bhima also broke 
one of the wheels of Kama’s car.**. Kama, however, stood 
on that car of his which had one of its wheels broken, immov- 
able as (Meru) the king of mountains. That beautiful car of 
his which Tiad now only one wheel, was borne b^ his steeds,?* 
like the single-wheeled car of Surya drawn by the seven cehar i 
tial steeds. Incapable of brooking the feats of Bhimasena, 
Kama, continued to fight with the latter,** using diverse kinds 
79 
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of shafts in {Mrafiislon |ind divei^e kinds of otker weapons in tliiti 
eBOOtiater. Bhimasena also, filled with wrath, cotitinued to 
iSght with the Suta’» son.** When the ©pgagemont biscatfae 
general and confused, (Yudhishthira) the son of Dhdrmsi, 
addressing all the foremost of warcors among the PknchSias 
and the Matsyas, said,*'— They that %re our life, they that are 
our heads, they amongst us that are onHued with great strength, 
-—those bulls among men,'->^are all engaged with the Dharta- 
' rashtras !” Why do ye then stand thus as if stipified and 
deprived of your senses ? Proceed thither where these car-war- 
riors of ray army are fighting !** Driving away your fears 
and keeping in view the duties of Kshatriyas, (engage in fight,) 
for then, conquering or slain, ye will gaip desirable goals !*“ If 
you prove victors, you may perform diverse sacrifices with pro- 
fuse gifts to Brahmanas ! If, on the ot^er hand, you are slain, 
becoming then the equals of the celestials, you will win many 
regions of blessedness !‘® — Thus urged by the king, those 
heroic and mighty car-warriors engaged in battle, observant of 
Kshatriya duties, quickly proceeded against Drona.** The 
Panchalas then, from one side, assailed Drona with innumer- 
able arrows, while others headed by Bhimasena began to resist 
him from another side.** The Pandavas had three crooked- 
mindod mighty car-warriors amongst them. They were Bhima- 
sena and the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva). These addressed 
Dhananjaya loudly and said," — Rush, O Arjuna, with speed 
and drive away the Kurus from Drona’s vicinity I If the 
preceptor can be deprived of his protectors, the Panchalas may 
then slay him easily !'* — Thus a^^dressed, Partha suddenly 
rushed against the ' Kauravas, while Drona rushed against the 
Panchalas hoad^ by Dhrishtadyumna.' Indeed, on that the 
fifth day (of I)rona’s command), those heroic - coinbatai\|a, 
O Bharata, werf grinded and crushed with great celerity (by, 
Bharadwaja’s spi|)";” ’'•* 


SfeCTION CXCI 

^i|,-r-'Then Drona caused a great carnage ainong 
the PahehSlas li|Ee the slaughter caused by Cakra Wmself in 
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rage amongst tho Dxiwttfae in (feys of yoro.‘ Tho groat oar- 
warriors of the Pandava •army, edduod with mighty and energy* 
though slaughtered^ O king, by Drona’s weapons, were nolti 
yet afearod of Drona in that battle* Indeed, O monarch, thoio 
mighty car-warriofs, vis., the Panchalas and tho Srinjayas, all 
rushed agmnst Drona himself for fighting with him* Iioud 
and fierce were the yells tpey uttered as they rushed towards 
Drona for oncompassing^him on all sides and were siaughterod 
by him with shafts and darts.* Beholding the slatightor of the 
PauchS-las in that battle by the lllnstrions Drona, and seeing 
his weapons overwhelm all sides, fear entered the hearts of the 
Pandavas.* Beholding that dreadful carnage of steeds and 
human beings in that battle, the Pilndavas, O monarch, became 
hopeless of victory.* (They began to say unto each other) — Is 
it not evident that Drona, that warrior conversant with tho 
mightiest of weapons, •will constimo us all like a raging con- 
flagration consuming a heap of straw in tire season of spring ?* 
There is none competent to even look at him in battle ! Con- 
vjjrsant with the ways of morality, Arjuna (who alone is a 
match for him) will not fight with him I* — Beholding the 8on.s 
of Kunti afflicted with tho shafts of Drona and inspired with 
foar, Ke^ava, endued with great intelligence and devoted to 
their welfare, addressed Arjuna and said," — This foremost of 
all bowmen is incapable of being ever vanquished by force 
battle by the very gods with Vasava at their head !** When, 
however, ho lays aside his weapons, ho becomes capable of 
being slain on tho field by even human beings ! Casting aside 
virtue, ye sons of Paudu, adopt now some contrivance for 
gaining the victory,” so that Drona of the golden car may not 
slay us all in battle ! Uflon the fall of (his son) AgwatthSman, 
ho will cease to fight, I think.'* Lot some man, therefore, tell 
him that A(}watthaman liafh been slain in battle ! — This advice, 
hewevor, O king, was not approved by Kunti’s son Dhanan- 
jaya.'* Others approved ' of it. BTit Yudhishthria accepted it 
with groat difficulty. Then the mighty-armed Bhima, O king, 
slew with a mace a foe-crushing, terrible, a^d huge elephant, 
named Afjwatthaman, of his own army, belonging ti^ndravw 
man the chief of the Malavas.**'** Approaching DroSa' then- 
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in that battle, with some bashfulness Bhimwena began to ex- 
claim aloud, — A^watthSman hath been slain !**— -That elephant 
named A^watthhman having b^en thus alain, Bhima spoke of 
A'^watthSman's slaughter. Keejnng the true fact within hia 
mind, he said what was untrue.*’ Hearing those highly dis- 
agreeable words of Bhima, and reflecting upon them, Drona’s 
limbs seemed to dissolve like sand dn water.’* Bepollecting, 
however, lihe prowess of his son, he soon came to regard that 
intelligence as false. Hearing, therefore, of his slaughter, 
Drona did not become unmanned.** Indeed, soon recovering 
his senses, he became comforted, remembering that his son 
was incapable of being resisted by foes.** Rushing towards the 
son of Prishata and desirous of slaying that hero who had 
been ordained as his slayer, he covered him with a thousand 
keen shafts oqnipt with hanha feath'iirs,** Then twenty thou- 
sand Panchala car-warriors of great energy covered him, while 
he was thus careering in battle, with their shafts.” Com- 
pletely shrouded with those shafts, we could not any longer 
see that great car-warrior who then rese^ihled, O monarch, 
the Sun covered with clouds in the season of rains,** Pilled 
with wrath and desirous of compassing tho destruction of 
thise bravo Panchalas, that mighty car-warrior, that scorcher 
of foes, viz., Drona, dispelling all those shafts of the Pan- 
ch\las, then invoked into exi«tence the Brahma weapon. 
At th^t time Drona looked resplendent like a smokeless and 
blazing fire Once more filled with rage, the valiant son 
of Bharadwaja, slaughtering all. the Somakas, seemed to be 
invested with great splendour.** In that dreadful battle he 
felled the heads of the Panchalas and cut off their massive 
arms looking like spiked maces and decked with, golden 
ornaments.*’ Indeed, those Kshatriyas, slaughtered in battle 
by Bharadwaja’s sort, fell down on the Earth and lay scattered 
like trees uprooted by the tempest.*' In consequence of folleu 
elephants rtnd strtedrt, O BhUrata, the Earth, miry with flesh 
and Wood, bertame impassable.” Having slain twenty thouaapd 
Pauohita car-wa*t^s. Drona, in that battle, shone resplendenti 
Uka a strt jkeless |M blazing fire,** Once more filled with ragfl* 
tht valiant sbrt rtf feharadwaja cut off, with a broad-beaded 
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arrow, the* hflad of VasudSna firotnt his trunk.** Once mow 
shying tire hundred Matsyis, and six thousand elephants, he 
slew ton liheusbpd steeds.** Beholding Drona stationed on ^he 
field for the extermination of the' Kshatriya race, the .SisAtf 
'Vi 9 wfimitra, and Jamadagni, and Bharadwaja, and Gautama, and 
Ya^iahtha, and Ka 9 yapa, and«A.tri, and the Sikatas, the Pnp- 
nie, Garga, the Vdlikhilyat, *the Marickipas, the descendants 
of Bhrigu and Angiras, and diverse other s^ges of subtile forms, 
quickly came thither with the Bearfer of sacrificial libations 
at their head, and, desirous of taking Drona away unto the 
region of Brahman,***** addressed Drona, that ornament of 
battle, and said, — Thou art fighting unrighteously. The hoxur 
of thy death is come.** Laying aside thy weapons in battle, O 
Drona, behold us stationed here ! After this, it behov^th thee 
not to perpetrate such exceedingly cruel deeds !** Thou art 
versed in the Vedas and their branches. Thou^rt devoted to 
the duties enjoined by truth. Especially, thou art a Brahmana ! 
Such acts do not become thee I** Lay aside Ahy weapons. 
Drive away the film of error that shrouds thee. Adhere now to 
the eternal path. The period for which thou art to dwell in the 
world of men is now full.** Thou hast, with tho Brahma 
weapon, burnt men on Earth that are unacquainted with weap- 
ons. This act that thou hast perpetrated, 0 regenerate one, is 
not righteous 1*® Lay aside thy weapons in battle without 
delay, 0 Drona ! Do not wait longer on Earth ! Dot not, <3 
regenerate one, again perpetrate such' a sinful act!*' — Hearing 
those words of theirs as also those spoken ' by Bhimasena, and 
beholding Dlirishtadyumna before him, Drona became exceed- 
ingly cheerless in battle.** ^Burning with grief and exceed- 
ingly afflicted, he enquired of Kunti’s son Yudhishthira as to 
whether his «aon (Acwatthaman) had been slain or not.** 
Drona firmly believed that Yqdtishthira would never speak an 
untruth even for the sake of the sovereignty of the three 
worlds.** Fur this reason that bull among Brahmanas asked 
Yudhishthira and not any body else. He had bop|d for truth 
from Yudhishthira fi*om the latter’s infancy.** 

‘Meanwhile, 0 monarch, Govinda, knowing that Drona, 
that foremost of warriors, was capable of sweeping all the 
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Faudavas off the face of |he Ec^th, became much distressed. 
Addressing Yndhishthira he said,**— If Drona fightoth, filled 
^wilih rage, for even half a day, I tell thee truly, thy army -will 
then be annihilated !*’' Save us then from, Drona ! Under such 
circumstances, falsehood is better than truth ! By telling an 
untruth for saving a life one is nop to'uched by sin,** There is no 
sin in yntruth spoken unto womcri, ,or in marriages, or for sav- 
ing kine, or for rescuing a BrahmaAa.**® — ^While Govinda and 
Yndhishthira were thus talking with each other, Bhimasena 
(addressing the king) said, — As soon, O monarch, as I hoard of 
the means by which the high-soulod Drona might be slain,** 
putting forth my prowess in battle I immediately slew a mighty 
elephant, like unto the elephant of Oakra himself, belonging 
to Indravarman, the chief of the Malavas, who was standing 
within thy army. I then wont to Drona and told him, — 
A<jwatthaman has been slain, 0 Brahmana! Ceaso then to 
fight !“■** — Verily, O bull among men, the preceptor did not 
beliove in the truth of Tny words. Desirous of victory as thoti 
art, accept the advice of Govinda !*' Tell Drona, O king, that 
the son of Caradwat’s datighter is no more ! Told by thee, 
that bull among Brahmanas will never fight !** Thou, O ruler 
of men, art reputed to be truthful in the three worlds. — Hear- 
ing those words of Bhima and induced by the counsels of 
Krishna, ’* and owing also to tho inevitability of destiny, O 
rBonarch, Yndhishthira made up his mind to say what ho was 
desired. Fearing to utter an untruth, but earnestly desirous 
of victory, Yndhishthira** distinctly said that Agwatthaman 
was dead, adding indistinctly the word elephant (after tho 
name). Before this, Yudhishthifa’s car had stayed at a height 
of four fingers’ breadth from the surface of the Earth.** 
After,, however, he had said that untruth, his (vehicle and) 
animals touched tho Earth. Hearing those words from Yudhish- 
thira, the mighty cai; warrior Drona,** afflicted with grief for 
the (supposed) death of his son, yielded to the influence of 

despair. At the words again of the Riskia, he regarded himself 
• * 

y 

* Tliia verspjig omitted in the Bombay text. Tliere can be no doubt, 
hiOweVer, about Its geuaineness.— -T. 
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E gr^at offendeir agaiiist the higli-souled PSndavas, Hearing 
now about the death of his son, he beeame perfectly cheerless ; 
and filled with anxiety upon beholding Dhrishtadyumnat C/ 
king, that chastiser of foes could not fight as before/ *’®®**^ 


Section CXOII. 

• t 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding Drouft filled with great anxiety 
and almost deprived of his senses by grief, ^Dhrishtadyumna, 
the son of the Panchala king, rushed at him/ That hero had, 
for the destruction of Drona, been obtained by Drupada, that 
ruler of men, at a great sacrifice, from the bearer of sacrificial 
libations/ Desirous of slaying Drona, he now took up a victory- 
giving and formidable bow whose twang resembled the roll of 
the clouds, whose string was possessed of great strength, and 
which was irrefragible and celestial. And he fixed on it a fierco 
arrow resembling a snake of virulent poison and possessed of the 
splendour of fire. That arrow, resembling a fire of ficrco 
flames, while within the circle of his bow, looked like the 
autumnal Sun of groat splendour within a radiant circle.'*'"^ 
Beholding that blazing bow bent with force by Prishata’s son, 
tlie troops regarded that to bo the last hour (of the world).* 
Seeing that arrow aimed at him, the valiant son of Bharadwaja 
thought that the last hour of his body had come."^ The pre- 
ceptor prepared with care to baffle that, shaft. The weapons, 
however, of that high-soulod one, O monarch, no longer ap- 
peared at his bidding.*'* His weapons had not been exhausted 
although he had shot them^ceaselessly for four days and one 
night. On the expiry, however, of the third part of that the 
fifth day, his arrows became exhausted.* Seeing the exhaus- 
tion of his arrows, and afflieted with, grief on account of bis 
sor/b death, and in cOnsOquenco also of the unwillin*gness of the 
celestial weapons to appear at his bidding,'* he desired to lay 


^ ^ The celestial weapons were all lining agents that* appeared at the 

bidding of him who knew how to invoke them. They abandoned, how« 
ever, the person whose death was imminent, although invoked^with the 
usual formnlso.- -T, • 



jvssiiila He of ilw Mishit 
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Augiiaa^^^^^H given hira^ and «0Ptain tHOt ifesOfi^ed 

a PrSHi»ana% eursej. he continued to Iri^ DHTHAitar 

dyuaana.** . He covered the P^pehhla jwihoe with a ' thick 
y ^ower*of arrows, and filled with ra^e, mamgled his angry an ta- 
gonisi*' With his own keen shafts* he cut off into a hundred 
firagments those- of the prince as also the latter's Stan^rd and 
bow. He then felled his antagonist’s driver.'* Then Dhrishta- 
dyutnna, smiling, took up another bow, and pierced Drona with 
a keen shaft in the centre of the chest.'* Deeply pierced there* 
with and losing his self-possession in that encounter, that mighty 
bowman then, with a sharp and broad-headed arrow, once more 
cut off Dhrishtadyumna’s bow.** Indeed, the invincible Drona 
then cut off all the weapons, O king, and all the bows that his 
antagonist had, with the exception only of his mace and 
sword.'* Filled with rage, he then pierced the angry Dhrishta- 
dyumna, O chastiser of foes, with nine keen arrows capable of 
taking the life of every foe.'* Then the mighty car- warrior 
Dhrishtadyumna of immeasurable soul, invoking into existence 
the BrSkma weapon, caused the steeds of his own car to be 
mingled with those of his foe’s." Endued with the speed of 
.the wind, those steeds that were red and of the hue of .pigeons, 
O bull ol Bharata’s race, thus mingled together, looked e;Xceed- 
ingly beautiful.*” Indeed, O king, those steeds thus mittgled to- 
gether on the field of battle, looked beautiful like roaring clouds 
in. the season of rains, charged with lightning.*' Then that 
.twice-born one of immeasurable konl cutoff the shaft-joints, 
the wheel-joint% a*id - (other) car-joints of Dhrishtadyumna.** 
Pepriyed of hie bow,; and made cj^less and steedless and driv^ 
less^, the 'heroic I phrishtadyumna, fallen into great Stress, 
geasped a, Filldd with rage, the mighty cor-Warrior 

jXh^na of unhalisd prowess, by. meahs of a humbeif of keen 
cut cif^ was oh the ^ht of behig 

hwded at Peholding his mace cut off by Ptdha^ '^^ 

his. .asro^, ^ger ;^ong men, (visn, the Pinel^la ;^iiue), 
took lip a ^ sword and a Jwight shield^ d^^ itith 
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n nKK>n«***^ Wiih0u0 md^t ibom* 

H^neas, ^ P&nchftU prine^ ^ m^e of 

faf^ttioiiil^ of prooOp<rora> thul b%liH»obtodi wamor.*^ 

Ume0 ahelj^ng Mm^elf in hk mp^box and aameUmoa Md^ 
htgAM his cai>shafti the prinoB moved about^ uplift! hit 
sword and whirling his bright shield,*^ The mighty oar^war^ 
rjlor Dhrisbtadyumna, of acjhioving, from* foUy^ a 

difficult feat, hoped to pierce the chest of Bhardwaja’s eon 
in that battle.** Sometimes he sl>ayed upon the yoke, and 
sjmetlmes under the haunches of Drona’s red steeds. These 
movements of his were highly applauded by all the troops.** 
Indeed, while ho stayed amid the trappings of the yoke 
or behind those rod steeds, Drona found no opportunity to 
strike him. All this seemed exceedingly wonderful.** Tha 
m^vem'^nts of^both Drona and Prishata’s son in that battle 
resembled those of a hawk careering through the welkin for 
a piece of raeat.*‘ Then Drona, by means of a dart, pierced 
the white steeds of his antagonist, one after another, not 
striking, however, the red ones amongst them (that belonged 
to himself ),*** Deprived of life, those steeds of Dhrishta 
dyiimna fell down upon the Eirth. Thereupon the red steeds 
of Drona himself, O king, wore freed from the entanglements 
of Dhristadyumna's car,** Beholding his steeds slain by 
that foremost of Brahmanas, Frishatas son, that mighty 
cwr-warrior, that foremost of fighters, could not brook it,** 
Though deprived of his car, still that foremost of all swords- 
men, armed with his sword, sprang towards Drona, O monarch, 
like Vinata’s son (Garuda) making a swoop at a snake.** 
The form, o king, of Dlfrishtadyumna at that time when 
he sought to slay the sun of Bharadwaja resembled the form 
pf Vishnu himself in djky^ of yor© when at the poirti of 
slaying Hiranyakagipu.** He performed diverse evolutioi^s. 
In fact, 0 iCauravya, the son of Frishata, careering in that 
battle, exhibited the well-known one and twenty different 
kiflds of motion.** Armed with the sword, aijf4 ®»hiold in hand, 
Brish^t^’s soil wheeled about^ and whirled his sword on high, 

„r , H I . Jum M, 

# I adhpt ih* Bombay reading — -T. 
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an^ made ekle thrusts, and rushad fmrwardf and ran sidewaja,^ 
and leapt high, and assaited the flaaks oS bin ai^tagoniata and 
receded haokwards, and closed with his foee, and pressed them 
]^aid. Having practised them well, he also ^owed the evoln* 
tions called BAamta, Kaufi/ea, and Sutwata, m be careered ii| 
that battle for compassing the destruction of Drona, Beholding 
those beautiful evolutions of Dbrishtadyumna as he careered 
on the field, sword and shield in hand,***** all the warriors, as 
also the celestials assembled' there, were filled with wonder. 
The regenerate Drona then, shooting a thousand arrows in the 
thick of fight, cut oflf the sword of Dhrishtadyumna as also 
his shield decked with a hundred moons. Those arrows that 
Drona shot, while fighting from such a near point, were 
of the length of a span.**”** Such arrows are used only in 
close fight. None else have arrows of that kind, except Cara- 
dwat’s son (Kripa),* and Partha, and Aijwatthaman and Kar- 
•na,** Praddyumna and Yuyudhana have, and Abhimanyn also 
had, such arrows. Then the preceptor, desirous of slaying his 
disciple who was unto him even as his own son, fixed on his 
bowstring a strong shaft endued with great impetuosity. That 
shaft, however, SStyaki cut off by means of ten arrows,**"** 
in the very sight of thy son as also of the high-souled Kama, 
and thus rescued Dhrishtadyurana who was on the point of 
succumbing to Drona.** Then Ke^ava and Dhananja}a beheld 
Sfityaki of prowess incapable of being baffied, who, 0 Bharata, 
was thus careering in the car-track® (of 'the Kuru warriors) and 
within the range of the shafts of Drona and Kama and Kripa. 
Saying,-— KajceWent, Exoelleat ! — both of them loudly Applaud- 
ed SStyaki of unfading glory, who whs thus destroyingiithe celes- 
tial weapons of all those warriors. Then Ke 9 ava and Dhanan- 
jsya rushed towards the Kurus.**”** Addresa^pg Krishna, 
Dhananjaya said,— Behold, 0 Keejava, that |»rpetuator of Ma- 
dhhu’s race, vii., Sityaki of true prowess, sporting before the 
preceptor and those mighty oar- warriors and gladdening me and 
the twins l^d l^ima and king Yudhishthira !'**•* With skill 
aee|uW|#-pr8^ pice and without insolence, behoht that en- 
hapeer m the fame of the Yrishnis, via., S&tyaki, eareeiing in 
battle, sjjortih^ the while with those mighty car-wi^ors 
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An IliMW troops, as also the Si<Mhaa {in the welkin), ,bakoWl''< 
ing him iayincibla Jn battle, are filled with wmider* hftd i 
applauding him, Buying,-— Fseedlent, ShabeUeni ! — Inde^. O 
king, the warriors both armies al! applauded the S&twat* 
hero, inr consequence of his feats.’”** 

sgcTios cxcm. 

^‘Sanjajra said, — ‘Beholding those feats of the Satwata hero^ 
Duryodhana and others, filled with rasre, quickly encompassed 
the grandson of Cini on all sides.* Kripa and Karna, as also 
thy sons, O sire, in that battle, quickly approaching the grandf- 
son of Cini, began to strike him with 'keen arrows.* Then 
king Yudhishthira, and the two other Pandavas, viz., the two 
sons of Madri, and Bhiraasena of groat might, surrounded 
Satyaki (for protecting him).* Karna, and* the mighty car- 
warrior Kripa, and Duryodhana and others, all resisted 
Satyaki, pouring showers of arrows on him.* The crrandson 
of Cini, however, contending with all those groat car- warriors, 
baffled, O monarch, that terrible downpour of arrows so sud- 
denly created by his foes.* Indeed, in that dreadful battle, 
Satyaki, by means of his own celestial weaponi^, duly resisted 
all those celestial weapons aimed at him by those illustrious 
warriors.* The field of battle became full of many cruel sights 
upon that encounter of those royal combatants, resembling 
that scene of yore when Rudra, filled with rage, had destroyed 
all creatures.* Human arms and heads, and bows, O Bharata, 
and umbrellas displaced (from cars), and yak-tails,* were seen 
lying in heaps on the field »f battle. The Earth became thick- 
ly strewn with broken whools and cars, and massive arms lopped 
off from trunks, and brave ^horsemen deprived of life. And, 

O foremost one among the Kurus, large numbers of warriors, 
mangled with fiiUing arrows,**'* were seen in that great battle 
to roll and writhe on the ground in agony or the last spasms of 
death. Daring thp progess of that tenible bsMle resembling 
the enpouater in days of old between the celestials and the 
king Yudhishthira the just, addressing his warriors, 
aaid.—'-Pttfctjng forth all your vigor, rush, .ye great car-warrir>rs, 
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^vbi©,ij^gb^^.:;;to:,;»lay th©-':4>li ^^C';,Bh0r^ydwaja(4^'^/ 
fr am ^ tbe ; aspect ho k preseii^»ing in this .gmab battle^ it 
is 6 v'idont that filled, with tagei he will tQ<ky,, r oyer 
Brona !** Uniting together, all of you fight with the Pot- 
bcern ! — Thus ordered by Yudhishthira, the mighty car- war- 
riors oT the Srinjayas*® all rushed with great vigor for slay- 
ing ihe son of Bharadwaja. That mighty car-Wai^i^^^** 
Bharadwaja-s son, quickly rushed against those advancing 
warriors, knowing for certain that he would have to die. When 
Drona of sure aim thus proceeded, the Earth trembled violent- 
ly/*’*^ Fierce winds' began to blow, inspiring the (hostile) 
ranks with fear. Large meteors fell, seemingly issuing out of 
the Sun,*® blazing fiercely as they fell and foreboding great 
terrors. The weapons of Drona, O sire, seemed to blaze up.*® 
Oars seemed to produce loud rattles, and steeds to shed tears. 
The mighty car- warrior Drona seemed to be divested of his 
energies.®® His left eye and left hand began to^ twitch. Be- 
holding Prishata’s son again before him, and bearing in’ mind 
the words of the JRishis about his leaving the world for 
heaven, he became cheerless. He then desired to give up life 
by fighting fairly.®*"’®* Encompassed on all sides by the troops 
of Drupada's son, Drona began to career in battle, consuming 
large numbers of Kshatriyas.®* That grinder of foes, having 
slain four and twenty thousand Kshatriyas, then despatched 
to Yama s abode ten times ten thousand by means of his shafts 
of keen poink.** Exerting himself with care, ho seemed to 
stand in that battle like a smokeless fire. For the extermina- 
tion of the Kshatriya race, he then had recourse to 
ma woaponv®®^ The mighty Bhima then, beholding tha illiis- 
trious ; and irresistible prince of the Pliiicfaalaa earless and 
weaponlestioquicikly proofeeded towards him/* Beholding him 
8tiiking at®ron#^^^^ that grinder of foes took 

wp Pteishf^y^ on his own car; and ©aid unto- 

^^no; others man that eain. vantur©' to;igbt:'-with 
' ih(5 hto.-: The-burdeii/^f^^hm ■ 

^ ■ th©©'!*®~Thus'' ^ addr^sed'. ■ by; :^Bhitha;.vth#' 
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mighty-armed Dhrkbtadyumna spaedlly took up a stropg, aeiir^ 
and vary superior bow capaUe of beiuring a great sliaift.i**'' 
Filled with rage, and shooting his arrows in that battla at» 
irressistible Dronaf Dhrishtadynmna covered the preceptor, 
desirous of withstanding him.*® Those two ornaments of 
battle then, both foremost \>f fighters and both filled with 
rage, invoked into existeijce the Brahfia and diverse other 
celestial weapons,** Indeed O king, Dhrishtadynmna covered 
Drona with many mighty weapons in that encounter. Destroy- 
ing all the weapons of Bharadwaj’s son, the Panchala prince,*® 
that warrior of unfading glory, began to slay the Yagfitis, the 
Civis, the VSlhikas, and the Kurus, them, that is, who pro- 
tected Drona in that battle.** Indeed, O king, shooting 
showers of arrows on all sides, Dhrishtadynmna at that time 
looked resplendent like the Sun himself shedding his thousands 
of rays.** Drona, however, once more cut off the prince's bow 
and pierced the vitals of the prince himself with many arrows, 
Thus pierced, the prince felt great pain.'* Then Bhima of 
great wrath, holding the car of Drona, O monarch, slowly 
said those words unto him," — If wretches amongst Brahmanas 
discontented with the avocations of their own order, but well 
versed in arras, did not fight, the Kshatriya order then would 
not have been thus exterminated!*’* Abstention from injury 
to all creatures hath been said to be the highest of all virtues. 
The Brahmana is the root of that virtue. As regards thyself 
again, thou art the foremost of all persons acquainted with 
Bi'ahma.** Slaying all these Mlecohas and other warriors, 
who, however, are all engaged in the proper avocations of 
their order, moved thereto By ignorance and folly, O Brahmana, 
and by the desire of wealth for benefiting sons and wives, 
indeed, for the sake of an only son, why dost thou not feel 
shame ***'*® , He for whom thou hast taken up weapons, and 
for whom thou livest, he, deprived of life, lieth today on th® 
field of battle, unknown to thee and behind thy back !** King 
Yudhishthira the jnst hath told thee this. It, behoveth thee 
not to doubt this fact !— 'Thus addressed by Bhima, Drona jaid 
aside his bow.** Desirous of laying aside all his weapons alsoj 
B’latadwSlja’s son of virtuous soul said aloud,— 0 Kania,’0 







O bowman. ’OKri^, O Daryodhat>a,“ I tell yovt 
repeatedly, exert earefally in battle 1 Let no injury happen to 
5 on the P&ndavas ! As regards myself, I My edde my 
weapons 1**— Saying those words, he begsm to loudly tahe the 
nime of watthaman. Laying aside his weapons then in that 
battley and sitting d >wn on the terrace of his oar,** he denoted 
himself to Toga and assured all creatures, dispelling their fears. 
Beholding that opportunity, Dhrishtadyumna mustered all his 
energy.** Laying down on 'his car his formidable bow with 
arrow fixed on the bowstring, he took up a sword, and jump- 
ing down from his vehicle, rushed quickly against Drona.** 
AH creatures, human and otherwise, uttered exclamations of 
woe, beholding Drona thus brought under Dhrishtadyumna's 
power.** Loud cries of oh and aloe vere uttr 1, as also those 
of oh and fie. As regards Dr 'a, abandoning his weapons he 
was then in a supremely tranquil state.** Having said those 
words he had devoted himself to Yoga. Endued with great 
effulgence and possessed of high ascetic merit, he had fixed 
his heart on that Supreme and Ancient Being,, wix., Vishnu.** 
Bending his face slightly down, and swelling his breast for- 
ward, and closing his eyes, and staying on the quality of 
Goodness, and disposing his heart to contemplation,** and 
thinking on the monosyl'abic Om representing Brahma, and 
remembering the puissant, supreme and indestructible God of 
gods, the radiant Drona of high ascetl- merit,** the preceptor 
(of the Kurus and the Pandavas), repaired to heaven that is 
BO difficult of being attained by even the pious. Indeed, when 
Drona thus proceeded to heaven, it seemed to us that there 
were then two Sons in the firmament**. The whole welkin was 
ablaze and seemed to be one vast expanse of equable light 
when th^ Sun-like Bharadwaja of solar effulgence .ascended to 
the skies.** Within the twinkfing of an eye, however, that 
dffolgeuce' disappeared. Confused sounds of joy were heard, 
tittered by the gladdened celestials,** when Drona thus repaired 
to the region pi? Brahman, Dhrishtadyumna stanffing, uneon- 
eciottt ef it ab, beside him. Only we five amongst men, beheld” 
the bigttilibulied iM^nuptfti Fogut proceed td tboAlriil^bNit 
btgion oi btessspi^ These five were myaelff Bhbnatyiiyft 
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th« son of Prifeha, anj Q^ona’a *aon .^vatfchdman,'* and V^udert 
of raco, aud kiag ITudhishthira the juat, the fan 

of Pitidu. All else, 0 king, could not fee that glory oi the, 
wiae Brona devoted to Yoga while paasing out of the irorldt 
la fact, all human beinga were unoonscioua of the fact that 
the preceptor attained to the auprejne region of JPrahma, 
a region mysterious to the' very gods, and one tha| is the 
highest of all. Indeed, none of them' could see the precep* 
tor, that chastiser of foes, proceed Vo the region of BrahuMt 
devoted to Yoga, in the company of the foremost of Riahia, 
his body mangled with arrows and bathed in blood, after he 
bad laid aside his weapons, As regards Frishata’s son, 
though everybody cried fie on him, yet, casting his eyes on 
the lifeless Drona’s hea 1, he began to drag it.'* With his 
'Vword then, he lopped off from his foe s trunk that head, his 
foe remaining speechless the while. Having $lain Bharadwaja’s 
son, Dhrishtadyumua was filled with gres* joy,'* and uttered 
leonine shouts, whirling his sword. Of a dark complexion, with 
white looks hanging down to his ears, that old man of five and 
eighty years of ago, used, for thy sake only, to career on the 
field of battle with the activity of a youth of sixteen. The 
mighty-armed Dhananjaya the son of Kunti (before Drona's 
head was cut off) had said,""" — 0 son of Drupada, bring the 
preceptor a’’ve, do not slay him ! — He should not be slain !— 
even thus all the troops also" had cried out. Arjuna, in parti- 
cular, melted with pity, had cried ouc repeatedly. Disregarding, 
however, the cries of Aijuiia as also those of all the kings,'* 
Dhrishtadyumna slew Drona, that bull among men, on (he 
terrace of his car. Covered with Drona’s blood, Dhrishtadyumna 
Vhen jumped from the car down upon the ground." Looking red 
like the Hun^he then seemed to be exceedingly fierce. The tropps 
beheld Drona slain even thus in that battle." Then Dhrishta- 
dyumna, that great bowman, 0 king, • threw down that large 
h’ead of Bharadwaja’s son before the warriors of thy armyJ'* 
Thy eoldi^ O monarch, beholding the head of Bharadwfija's 
son, set their hearts on flight and ran away in all directions.” 
Heaawhiie Brona, ascending the. skies, entered the ste^ar 
p«th, 'Through the grace of the Biahi Erhshaa. (-Bwaipfiyana) 
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th« son of Satyavati, I witi^sssedi O king, Iho (trne circum- 
stancss about the) death of Drona. I beheld that illustrious 
^one prooeeding, after he had ascended the sky, like a smokeless 
brand of -blazing splendour. Upon the.&U ef Uroaa, the 
Kurus, the PSndavas, and the Srinjayas, ,all became obeer* 
less^*”’'* and ran away with great speed. The army ^n broke Up, 
Many h|,d been slain, and many wonnded, by meatts of keen 
shafts.’* Thy warriors (in particular), upon the fall of Brona, 
seemed to be deprived of life. Having sustained a defeat, and 
being inspired with fear about the future,** the Kurus regarded 
themselves deprived of both the worlds. Indeed, they lost 
all self-control* Searching for the body of Bharadw&ja’s Son, 
O monarch, on the field covered with thousands of head- 
less trunks, the kings could not find it. The Fandavas, hav- 
ing giined the victory and great prospects of renown in the* 
future,**"** began .to make loud sounds with their arrows and 
conchs, and utter loud leonine roars. Then Bhimasena, O king, 
and Dhrishtadyumna the son of Prishata,*’ were seen in the 
midst of the (Paudava) host to embrace each other. Address- 
ing the son of Prishata, that scorcher of foes, vii., Bhiina, 
said,*® — I will again embrace thee, 0 son of Prishata, as one 
crowned with victory, when that wretch of a Suta’a son shall 
be slain in battle, as also that other wretch, vit., Duryo- 
dhana!“ — Having said these words, Bhimasena the son of 
Pandu, filled with transports of joy, caused the Earth to tremble 
with the slaps on his armpits.** Terrified by that sound, thy 
troops ran away from battle, forgetting the duties of Kshatri- 
yas and setting their hearts on flight.** The Pandavas, having 
become victors, .became very glad.uO monarch, and they felt 
great happiness derived from the destruction of their foes in 
battle.’ ”** 


ffapriMd of' tht worldt, having surtsinsd a defeat, they lost 
thUwerld, and »***y fr®*® oomraitted a eta awd 

lost the A«st • v 
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Section CXCIV. 

‘‘Sanj*ya said,-ii«fUpon the fall of Drona, O king, the Karus, 
afflicted with weapons, deprived of their leader, broken, and 
routed, became filled with grief.* Seeing their foes (the Panda- 
vas) prevailing over them, they repeatpdly trembled.* Their 
eyes filled with tears, and hearts inspired with fear, they be- 
came, O king, melancholy,* and cheerless, and destitute of 
exertion, and deprived of energy through grief. Uttering 
loud wails, they gathered round thy son.* Covered with dust, 
trembling (with fear), casting vacant eyes on all sides, and 
their voice choked with tears, they resembled the Daityaa 
after the fall of Hiranya!.sha in days of yore.* Surrounded by 
them all as if by small animals struck with fear, thy son, un- 
able to stay in their midst, passed away.* Afflicted with hun- 
ger and thirst, and scorched by the Sun, thy warriors then, O 
Bharata, became exceedingly cheerless.* Beholding the fall of 
Bharadwaja’s son which was like unto the dropping of the Sun 
down upon the Earth or the drying up of the ocean or the 
transplantation of Meru or the defeat of Vasava, beholding that 
act incapable of being quietly witnessed, the Kauravas, O king, 
fled away in fear, terror lending them greater speed.*"* The 
ruler of the Gaudharas ( viz., Cakuni), behloding Drona of the 
golden car slain, fled, with the car-warriors of his division, with 
speed that Avas much greater.? Even the tSuta’a son fled away 
in fear, taking with him his own vast division, that was retreat- 
ing with great speed, with all its standards.'* The ruler of the 
Madras, via., Calya, also, easting vacant looks, around, fled 
away in fear, taking with him his di vision teeming with cars 
and elephants and steeds.** Caradwat’s son Kripa, too, fled 
away, saying, — Alas, Alas , — taking with him bis division of 
elephants and foot-soldiers the greater part of which had been 
slain.** Kritavarman, O king, also fled away, borne by his 
swift steedSk and surrounded by the remnant ^f his Bhoja, 
Kalinga, iratta, ahd Valhika troops.** Uluka also, O king, 
beholding Drona slain, fled away with speed, afflicted with 
foar and accompanied by a large body of foot-'Suldiers,** Haud*- 
81 
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some and endued with yofi^ and repeated for his bravery, 
Dus 5 asana, also, in great anxiety, fled away, surrounded by 
his elephant division.** Taking with him ten thousand cars 
and three thousand elephants, Vrishasona also fled with speed 
at sight of Drona’s fall.** Accompanied by his elephants and 
horse and cars, and surrounded a1sl> by foot-soldiers, thy son, 
the mighty car- warrior Duryodhanq,*' too, fled away, O king.*"*^ 
Taking with him the remnant of the Samsaptahas whom 
Arjuna had not yot slaugliterod, Su(jarman, O king, fled 
away, beholding Drona slain.** Hiding on elephaiits and cars 
and steeds, all the warriors of the Kaurava army fled away 
from the field, secJtig Drona of the golden car slain.** Some 
urging their sires on, some their brothers, some their maternal 
uncles, some their sons, some their friend-^, the Kaaravas fled 
away.*° Others urging on their brethren iti arms, or their 
sjstors* sons, or their kinsmen, fled away on all sides.** With 
dishevelled hair, and aceoniromouts loosened, all fled away in 
such a manner that even two persons could not be seen run- 
ning together . — llic Kant army has been totally destroyed , — 
even this was the belief of everybody.** Others amongst thy 
troops, fled away, O king, throwing off their coats of mail. 
The soldiers loudjy called upon ono another, O bull of Bhara- 
ta's race,*® saying, — Wait, Watt, do vot JJy , — but none of 
them that said so themselves stood on the field. Abandoning 
their vehicles and cars decked with ornaments,** the warriors, 
riding on steeds or using their iog<?, fled away with great speed. 

“While the troops, deprived of energy, were thus flying 
away with speed,*® only Drona’s son A^watthaman, like a huge 
alligator coming up against the ♦etirrent of a stream, rushed 
fegainst his foes, A fierce battle took place between him and 
many warriors headed by Cikhandin®* and the Prabhadrakaa, 
the Panchalas, the Chedis, and the Kaikayas. Slaying many 
warriors of the Pundava army that were incapable of being 
defeated with ease,*^ and escaping with diflScuIty from the 
of battlp, that hero, possessed of the tread of an infuri- 
ato^ephant* saw the (Kaurava) host running away, resolved 
on flight.** iProceedirig towards Duryodhana, Drona’s son, ap- 
proaching t|ie Kuru king, said,~Why, 0 Bharata, are the 
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troops flying away^ as if in fear ?*• * AUhongh flying away, thu», 
0 monarch, thou dost not yot rally them in battle ! Thyself, 
too, O king, dost not s§em to be in usual frame of mind 
Upon the slaughter *of what lion among car-warriors, O mou-^ 
arch, hath thy force fallen into this plight ? Tell me this, O 
Kaurava!®* 0 king, these all that are headed (even) by Kama, 
wait not on the field 1 luino battle fought before did tSe army 
fly away thus Hath any evil befaljen thy troops, 0 Bharata ? 
— Hearing these words of Drona*s son on that occasion, Duryo- 
dhana,** that bull among kings, felt himself unable to impart 
the bitter intelligence. Indeed, thy son seemed to sink into 
an ocean of grief like a foundered boat.®^ Beholding Drona’a 
son on his car, tlio king bocame bathed in tears. Suff^ised 
with shame, 0 monarch, the king then addresssd Caradwat'a 
son, saying,®* — Blessed be thou, Biy thou, before others, why 
the army is thus flying away ! — Then Caradwat’s son, 0 king, 
repeatedly feeling great anguish, told Drona's son how his sire 
had been slain.®® 

** ‘Kripa said, — Placing Droiia, that f()rcmost of car- warriors 
on the Eartih, at our head, we commenced to fight with only 
the Panchalas.®^ When the battle commenced, the Kurus and 
the Somakas, mingled together, roared at one another and be- 
gan to strike down one another with their weapons.®* During 
the progress of that baUlo, the Dhartarilshtras began to bo 
thinned. Seeing this, thy sire, filled with rage, invoked into 
existence a celestial wea 2 )on.®^ Indeed, Drona, that bull among 
men, having invoked the Brahma weapon, slew his enemies 
with broad-headed arrows, by hundreds and thousands.**® Urg- 
ed by fate, the Pandavas, the Kaikayas, the Mntsyas. and thc\ 
Paiichalas, 0 foremost of regenerate ones, approaching Drona's 
car, began to perish.'^ WithJbis weapon, Drona des- 

patched unto Yama's abode a thousand bravo warriors and 
two thousand elephants.** Of a dark complexion, with his 


♦ Orfesfcial weapons were invoked witli mantraSy as explained in a pro 
vious note. They were foices which created all sorts of tangihle wen^no 
that the invoker desiied. Here the i2?rd/o»c« weapon took the toim oi^ 
broad-headed arrows.— T. 









gtiy locks hAfigui^ Sown to bis oars, and Ml five aufi 
^eturs ' old, the aj^ed Drona used to oateer in battle like a 
youth of sixteen.*' When the enemy's tro<j|{is were thus aflliot- 
ed and the kings wero being Stain, the P&nebftlas, though fijiied 
With the desire of revenge, turned back from the fight.** 
When the enemy, turning back, jjartially lost their order, 
that vanquisher of foes, (viz., Drona), invoking celestial 
weapons into existence, shone resplendent like the risen Sun.** 
Indeed, thy valiant sire, getting into the midst of the I^nda- 
vas, and having arrows for the rays that emanated from him, 
resembled the mid-day Sun at whom none could gaze.** Scorch- 
ed by Drona as if by the blazing Sun, they became cheerless 
and deprived of their energy and senses.*' Beholding them 
thus afflicted by Drona with his shafts, the slayer of Madhu, 
desirous of victory to the sons of Pandu, said these words :**— - 
Truly, this foremost of all wielders of arms, this leader of the 
leaders of car-divisions, is incapable of being vanquished in 
battle by the slayer of Vritrsk himself !*’ Ye sons of Pfindu, 
laying aside righteousness, take care of victory, so that Drona 
of the golden car may not slay all of you in battle I think 
he will not fight after the fall of A^watthaman ! Let some 
man falsely tell him that A9watthaman has been slain in 
battle !** — Hearing these words, Kunti’.s son Dfaananjaya ap- 
proved them not. The advice, however, met with the appro- 
val of all others, and of even Yudhishthira with some diffi- 
culty !" Then Bhimasena, with a tincture of bashfalness, 
said unto thy sire, — A^watthSman hath been slain !— Thy 
sire, however, did not believe him^." Suspecting the intelli- 
gence to be false, thy father, so affectionate towards thee, 
enquired of Yudhishthira as to whether thou wert really dead 
or otherwise.** Afflicted with the fear of a lie, solicitous at 
the same time|of victory, Yudhishthira, beholding a mighty 
elephant, httgl as a hill, and called A<;watthaman, belonging 
to the MElava chief ludravarman. slain on the field by Bhima, 
a^oached Jjji’ona and answered him, saying,**^'— He for 
whcilh^bou wfeldest weapons, he, looking upon whom thon Uv- 
est, tha| ■ever dear son of thine, vi^., Agwatth&man, hath b«en 
slain i^eiji-ivedf of life he lieth on the bare ground like a 
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ycfUBg lion !— AWftre fiilly of the evil oonaequencea of 
hocMi, the kin^; epoke thoae words unto that best of Brahma* 
naa> in^tinotly adding dsphant (after Aijwattbaman). Bear * 
ing of the fall of liis son, he began to wail aloud, afQicted 
with grief.‘*“‘* Restrtunin^ (the force of ) his celestial weap- 
ons, he fought not as before. Beholding him filled with 
anxiety and almost depriwd of his senses by grief, "the son 
of the Panobala king, of cruel df^ds, rushed towards him. 
Seeing the prince who had been ordained as bis slayer, Drona, 
versed in all truths about men and things,*' abandoned all his 
celestial weapons and sat in PrSya on the field of battle. 
Then Prishata’s son, seizing Drona’s head with bis left hand, 
and disregarding the loud admonitions of all the heroes, cut 
off that head ! — Drona should not he slain , — even these were 
the words uttered from every side !**'** ,Similarly, Arjuna also, 
jumping down from his car, quickly ran lowards Prishata’s 
son, with arms upraised and repeatedly saying,** — O thou 
that art acquainted with the wa^^s of morality, do not slay the 
preceptor but bring hin> alive ! — Though thus forbidden by 
the Kauravas as also by (irjuna," thy sire, O bull among men, 
was slain by the cruel Dhrlshtadyumna ! For this, afflicted 
with fear, the troops are all flying away ! Ourselves also, 
for the same reason, in great cheerlcssness, O sinless one, are 
doing the same !** — ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — 'Hearing of the slaughter of his sire 
in battle, Drona’a son, like a snake struck with the foot, 
became filled with fierce wrath.*’' And filled with rage, O 
sire, Aowatthlimaa blazed up in that battle, like a fire fed 
with a large quantity of fuel.** Squeezing his hands and 
grinding his teeth, and breathing like a snake, his eyes became 
red as blood.’ "*’ 


Sectiok CXCV. 

"Bhritarashtra said, —‘Hearing, O Sanjaya^ of the slaught- 
er, by unrighteous means, of his aged sire, vis,, the regener- 
ate Drona. by Dhrishtadyumna, what did the valiant Agwat- 
thfiippn say,' he, that is, in whom human and Fdrttna 
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and Igmya m<3i Brahma Aindra and Ndrayana weajj-. 
png are always present }* Indeed, learning that the preceptor, 
lihat foremost of virtuous men, had been unrighteously slaia 
fefy Dhrishtadyumna in battle, what did A^watthaman say ?* 
The high-'Souled Drona, having obtained the science of weap- 
ons from Rama, had imparted (a knowledge of ) all the celes- 
tial weapons unto his son, desirous oC seeing the latter decked 
with all the accomplishments (of a warrior).* There is only 
one person in this world, /ei®., the son, and. none else, whom 
people desire to become superior to themselves.* All high- 
souled preceptors have this characteristic, viz., that they im- 
part all the mysteries of their science unto either sons or 
devoted disciples.* Becoming his sire’s pupil, 0 Sanjaya, and 
obtaining all those mysteries with every detail, the son of 
Caradwat’s daughter has become a second Drona, and a great 
hero.^ A^watthaman is equal to Rama in knowledge of 
weapons, to Purandara in battle, to Kartavirya in energy, and 
Vrihaspati in wisdom.* In fortitude that youth is equal to a 
mountain, and in energy to fire. In gravity he is equal 
to the Ocean, and in wrath to the poison of the snake.* 
He is the foremost of all car-warriors in battle, a firm bowman, 
and above all fatigue. In speed he is equal to the wind itself ; 
and he careers in tlie thick of fight liko Yama in rage'.** 
While he is engaged in shooting arrows in battle, the very 
Earth becomes afflicted. Of prowess incapable of being baffled, 
that, hero is never fatigued by exertion.** Purified by the 
Vedaa and by vows, he is a thorough master of the science 
of arms. Like Rama the son of Daparatha, he is, like tho 
ocean, incapable of being agitated.'* Hearing that the preceptor, 
that foremost of righteous persons, had been unrighteously slain 
in battle by Dhi^htadyumna, what, indeed, did A 9 watthaman 
say?** Indeed, (A^watthaman. hath been ordained to be the 
slayer of Dhrifj|tadyumna, even as Yajnasena’s son, the prince 
of the Pandwfeg, was ordained to be the slayer of Drona !** 
Whfb ohi did ;^watthaman say, hearing that big sire the pre=- 
cept^f had ba©n|slain by the cruel, sinful, and mean Dhrish% 
dyumna nf little foresight ?’ "“ 
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Section CXCVL 

“Sanjaya said, —‘'Hearing of the slaughter of his sire By 
Dhrishtadyumiia of sinful deeds, Drona's son was iBIled with 
grief and rage, 0 bull %mong men.^ Filled with rage, 0 
king, his body sGemed ^to blaze forth like that of the Des- 
troyer while engaged in daughter] ng creatures at the end of 
the YugcL* Eepeatedly wiping his fearful eyes, and breath- 
ing hot sighs in rage, he said unto Duryodhaua, these words,* 

— I have now learnt how my sire has been slain by those 
low wretches after he laid aside his weapons, and how also has 
a sinful act been perpetrated by Yudhishthira disguised in the 
garb of virtue I have now heard of that unrighteous and 
exceedingly cruel act of Dhanna’s son I Indeed, amongst those 
engaged in battle, either of these two, O king, must happen, 
viz,y victory or defeat. Death in battle is always to be applauded. 
That death, in battle, of a person engaged in fight, which takes 
place under circumstances of righteousness,^”'® is not deserving 
of grief as has been ohs4 Ved by the sages. Without doubt, 
my sire has gone to the regions of heroes Having met with 
such a de<ath, I should not grieve for him. The humiliation, 
however, of a seizure of his locks, that ho sustained in the 
very sight of all the troops while he was righteously engaged in 
battle, is tearing the very core of my heart 1 Myself alive, my 
sire’s locks wore seized i®'*® why should sonless people then 
entertain a desire of offspring People perpetrate unrighteous 
acts or humiliate others, moved by lust or wrath or folly or 
hatred or levity. The cruel and wickod-soulcd son of Prishata 
hath perpetrated this exceedingly sinful act in total disregard of 


♦ Dharmadhtoojin liteially means a person bearing the standard of 
virtue ; hence, a hypocrite sanctimoniously talking only of virtue and 
inorality but acting differently. — T. 

+ I think the correet reading is aputrinas and not putnnas. If it is 
putrinas^ literally rendered, the meaning is, — ‘Why should persons hav- 
ing children, feel any affection for the latter i’— It is worthy of remark 
that the author of VenisamMra has bodily adopted this verse, putting it 
iu the mouth of Ajwatthamau when introduced in the third Act. — T. * 
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■ 'that' has 'aoted' so ' ■ trorngty l- -T^ay' ,,th9...;;hiai?^'" 

1iit4l oari^ the 1 x 1004 of that king, Th4hii4ithif^ 

jtist #ho patuied the hy ah act of deceit^ to Jay aside 

his areapoHs ! I s'lrear by truth, O Kauraveya, as also by all nxy 
religious acts,***** that I shall never bear the burden of li& if I 
. Ml to exterminate the Fanchalas ! By every means shall 1 
contend with the Panchklas^in dreadful strife I'* I shall oetr 
iainly slay in battle Dhrishtadyumna, that perpetrator of un- 
righteous deeds ! Mild or violent, let the means be what they 
will,** I shall effect the destruction of aU the Fanchalas before 
peace becomes mine, O Kaurava ! O tiger among men, persona 
desire children*’' so that obtaining them they may be rescued 
from great fears both here and hereafter. My sire, however, 
fell unto that plight, like a friendless creature,'* although my- 
self am alive, his disciple and son resembling a mountun (in 
might) ! Fie on my celestial weapons ! Fie on my arras ! Fie 
on my prowess !** since Drona, although he had a son in 
nse, had his locks seized! I shall, therefore, O chief of the 
-Bharatas, now achieve that** by which I may be freed from 
the debt I owe to my sire now gone to the other world ! He 
that is good never indulges in self-praise.*' Unable, however, 
to brook the slaughter of my sire, I speak of my prowess 
Let the Fandavas, with Janarddana among them, behold my 
energy today,** while I grind all their troops, achieving what 
is done (by the Destroyer himself ) at the end of the Ytvga ! 
Neither the gods, nor the Gandharvm, nor the Asuras, the 
Uwyas, and the JJifffcskasas,** nor all the foremost of men, shall 
today be able to vanquish me on my ear in battle ! There is 
none ip the world equal to me or Arjuna in knowledge of 
weapons.** Ending into the midst of the troops, like the 
Sun hims^ iu Jlhe midst of his.hlazing rays, I shall today use 
l^pons !** 'j’oday, applied by me, innumerable . 
fron$ my bow in dreadful battle, displaying their 
energy, |rhall grind the Ffndavas I*!' Today 
poii^nf.the ooiipass, O king, will be seen by' the 
oulr iuiny ^ 0 ^ with my tringed^owsj^^^ l^^ 
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if with torrents of rain Scattering showers of shafts on all 
sides with a loud noise, I shall overthrow my foes like a tempcsi 
felling trees.** Jfeither Vibhafcsu, nor Jauarddana, nor Bhima- 
sena, nor Nakula, nor Sahadeva, nor king Yudhishthira, nor 
Prishatas wickechsoiiled soti (Dhrlslitadyumna). nor Cikhandin, 
nor Sabyaki, O Kauravya, knoAvcfch th^irt weapon which I have 
along with the mantras for hurling and withdrawing it 
Formerly on one occasion, Narayana, assuming the form of a 
Brahmana, came to my father. Bowing unto him, my father 
presented his offerings unto him in due form.*^ Taking them 
himself, the Divine Lord offered to give him a boon. My father 
then solicited that supreme weapon called Ndrdyana,^^ The 
Divine Lord, that foremost of all gods, addressing my sire, 
then said, — No man shall ever become thy equal in battle.** 
This weapon, however, O Brahmana, should never be used in 
haste. It never comes back without effecting the destruction 
of the foe.®‘ I know none whom it may not slay, O lord ! 
Indeed, it would slay f ven the unslayable ! Therefore, it 
should not be used (with|at the greatest deliberation).®* This 
mighty weapon, O scorcher of foes, should never be hurled 
upon persons that abandon their cars or weapons in battle, or 
upon those that seek for quarter or those that yield themselves 
up. He who seeketh to afflict in battle the unslayable with 
it, is himself exceeding!}" afflicted by it — My sire thus 
received that weapon. Then the lord Narayana, addressing 
myself also, said, — With the aid of this weapon, thou too 
shalt pour diverse showers of celestial weapons in battle and 
blaze with energy in consequence of it ! — Having said these 
words, the Divine Lord ascended to heaven.***** Even this 
is the history of the Narayana weapon which has been 
obtained by my sire*s son. With that I will rout and slay 
the Pandavas, the Panchalas, the Mat3yas, and the Kaikayas, 
in- battle, like Oachi's lord routing and slaying the Amras. 

^ The last line of 37 is read differently in the BomSay edition. Nil- 
kaiitha accepts that reading, and explains it in his gloss, remarking that 
the grammatical solecism occurring in it is a license. The Bengal read- 
ing, hoviever, is more apposite. — T. 
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My ehaffcs^ 0 Bharafea/ will fall itpon the Contending foes in 
those particiilar forms which I shall wish them to assume^ 
Staying in battle I will pour showers of weapons as I dosire.^^’^* 
I will rout and slay all the foremost of car- warriors with 
sky-ranging arrows of iron-mouths. Without doubt, i will 
shower innumerable battle-axes upi^n the foe.** With th© 
mighty Ndrayana weapon, a scorcher of foes that I am, I will 
destroy the Pandavas, causing an immense carnage amongst 
them !** That wretch amongst the Panchalas, ( viz.^ Dhrishta- 
dyumna), who is an injurer of friends and Erahinanas and of 
his own preceptor, who is a doceitfiil wretch of the most repre- 
hensible conduct, shall never escape from me today with life !** — 
Hearing these words of Drona’s son, the (Kuru) army rallied. 
Then many foremost of men blow their gigantic conebs.** And 
filled with dolightj they beat their drums and dinclimas by 
thousands. The Earth resounded with loud noises, afflicted with 
the hoofs of steeds and the wheels of cars.*’ That loud uproar 
made the Earth, the sky, and the firmament also echo with 
it. Hearing that uproar, deep as the roll of the clouds, the 
Pandavas,** those foremost of car- warriors, uniting together, 
took counsel of one another. Meanwhile Drona s son, having 
said those words, O Bharata, touched water and invoked the 
celestial weapon called the Ndrayana ' 

Section CXCVII. 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘When the Veapon called Ndrdyana was 
invoked, violent winds began to J^Jow with showers of rain, 
and peals of Ibhunder were heard although the’ sky was 
cloudless,^ The Earth trembled, and the seas swelled up 
in agitation. The rivers began t6 run in a contrary course.® 
The summits pf mountains, O Bharata, began to split. Di- 
verse animals begaif’ to pass by the left side of the Panda- 
jras.?® parknpss set in, the Sun became obscure. Diverse 
kinds of carnr|orou» creatures began to alight on the field in 

and the Oandharvaa, O mon- 

^ Literally, |‘Hho animals kept the Pandavas to their rights— T 
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arch, all became inspired with fear. Beholding that tremend^ 

agitation (in nature)^ aJ-i begau to loudly ask one another 
about its cause.® Indeed, seeing that fierce and terrible weapon 
invoked by Drona’g son, all the kings, inspired with fear, felt* 
great pain.’® 

‘'Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Tell me, O Sanjaya, what counsel 
Was adopted by the Pandavas for the protection of Dhrishfca- 
dyumna when they saw ifho Kauravas once more advance to 
battle, rallied by Drona s son who .was scorched by grief and! 
unable to brook the slaughter of his sire 

^'Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having before beheld the Dharta- 
rashtras fly away, Yudhishthira, seeing them once more pre- 
pare for furious battle, addressed Arjuna, saying,® — After tho 
preceptor Drona had been slain in battle by Dhrishtadyumna 
Uke'the mighty Asura Vritra by the wielder of the thunder- 
bolt,^® (the Kurus), O Dhananjaya, becoming cheerless, gave 
up all hopes of victory. Desirous of saving* themselves, all of 
them fled away from battle.*^ Some kings fled, riding on cars 
borne along irregular courses, without Pdrshni drivers, and 
divested of standards atid banners and umbrellas, and with their 
Kuvaras and boxes broken, and all their adornments displaced 
Others, struck witli panic and deprived of their senses, them- 
selves striking the steeds of their cars with their foot, fled pre- 
cipitately.*®*^® Others, riding on cars with broken yokes and 
wheels and Aleshas, fled, afflicted with fear. Others on horse- 
back were carried away, their bodies half displaced from their 
saddles,*^ Others, dislodged from their scats, and pinned by 
shafts to the necks of elephants, were quickly carried away 
by those animals. Others were trodden to death all around by 
elephants aSlicted and maifglcd with arrows,*® Others, depriv- 
ed of weapons and divested of armour, foil from their vehicles 
and animals down upon the^ Earth. Others were cut by car 
wheels or crushed by steeds a7id elephants.'® Otliers, loudly 
calling after their sires and sons, fifed away in fear, without 
recognising one another and deprived of all energy by grief.*^ 
Some, placing their sons and sires and friends and brothers 
(on vehicles) and taking off their armour, were soon washing 
them with water.*® After the slaughter of Drona^ the (Kwu) 



army, fallen into such a pU^ht, fled away pacipitatoly. .Bjft 
W'faota then hatli it been rallied ? TeU me* if tbpa , 

The sound of neighing steeds and grunting elephants, mingled 
iSith the clatter of car-vrheols, is heard lou^.” .^ese SonndSj 
so fierce, occurring in the Kuru ocean, are repeatedly sw^ling. 
up and causing my troops to tremblf !*‘ This terrific uproar, 
making the hair to stand on end, that is now heard, would, it 
seems, swallow the three worlds with* Indra at their head I**. 
I think this terrible upropr is uttered by the wielder of the 
thunderbolt himself ! It is evident that upon the fall of Drona 
Yasava himself is approaching (against us) for the sake of 
the Kauravas !** Our hair has stood on end, our foremost of 
car- warriors are all afflicted with anxiety. O Dhananjaya, hear' 
ing this loud and terrible noise,** I ask thee who is that mighty 
car warrior like the lord of the celestials himself, that, rallying 
this terrible and swelling host, is causing it to return ?** — ’ 

“ ‘Arjuna said,— He, relying upon whose energy the Kaura- 
vas, having addrest themselves to the accomplishment of fierce 
feats, are blowing their conchs and staying with patience,** — 
he, about whom thou hast thy doubts, O king, as to who he 
may be that is roaring so loud, having rallied the Dharta- 
rfishtras after the fall of the weaponless perceptor,** — ho, who 
is endued with modesty, possessed of mighty-arms, has the 
tread of an infuriate elephant, owns a face like that of a 
tiger, always achieves fierce feats, and dispells the fears of 
the Kurus,** — he, upon whose birth Drona gave away a thou- 
sand kine unto Brahmanas of high worth, — he, O king, that 
is roaring so loud, is Apwatthaman !*’ As soon as he was 
born, that hero neighed like Indra’s steed and caused the three 
worlds to tremble at that sound!** Hearing that sound, an 
invisible being, O lord, (speaking audibly) bestowed upon him 
the name of Agwatthaman (the horse-voiood). That hero, O 
son of PSndu, is roaring today!** Prishata’s sop, by an ex- 
ceedingly cruel act, assailed Drona and took his life as if the 
latter were Witho|it a protector ! Yonder stayeth the protector 
of ttatt^ona!**^ j Since the prince of the Panchalas seized my 
preceptor by |8(l| hair, Agwatthaman, confident of his own 
prbwj^Si forgive him !** Thou, 0 monarch, hast told 
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thy ^«c^br A lalsehbodt for the ttohe of kingdom J AJtkbui^ 
^bu siii ab^uainted wi^ the dictates of 1‘ighteousQess, tkoh 
hast yet pefpetrated a very sinful act 1** Thy ill fame, in eon* ' 
sequence of the slaaghter of Drona, will be eternal in the Uuree 
w<a’ld3 with their mobile and immobile creatures, like BSma’a 
in consequence of the slaughter of Vali !*•* About thyself, 
Drona had thought, — Tht son of Pandu^is possessed Sf every 
virtwe ; he is, besides, my disciple ! He will never speak an 
untruth to me I — Thinking so, he ’gave credence to what thou 
saidst.** Although in speaking of A^watthSman’s death thou 
hadst added the word elephant, yet thy answer to the preceptor 
was, after all, an untruth in the garb of truth !'^ Thus told by 
thee, the puissant Drona laid aside his weapons and, as thou 
sawest, became indifferent (to everything), exceedingly agitated, 
and almost deprived of his senses.'* It was even a disciple 
who, abandoning all morality, thus slew his own preceptor full 
of affection for his son, while, indeed,. that preceptor was 
filled with grief and unwilling to fight !” Having caused thy 
preceptor who had laid aside his weapons to be unrighteously 
slain, protect now the son of Frishata if thou canst, with all 
thy counsellors !'• All of us, uniting together, shall not bo 
able to protect Prishata’s son today who will be assailed by tho 
preceptor’s son in wrath and grief !** That superhuman being 
who is in the habit of displaying his friendship for all crea- 
tures, that hero, hearing of the seizure of his sire’s locks, will 
certainly consume us all in battle today !** Although I cried 
repeatedly at the top of my voice for saving the preceptor's 
life, yet, disregarding my cries and abandoning morality, a 
disciple took the life of that preceptor !*• All of us have passed 
the greater part of our lives. The days that remain to us are 
few. This exceedingly unrighteous act that we have perpetrat- 
ed has stained that remnant.'** In consequence of the affection 
he bore to us, he was even as a sire unto us ! According to 

* Da^aratha’s son Bftma, daring bis exile, Blew the KODkey^hief 

Vali, the brother of Sugriva, while Vfili was engaged ♦ith Sngriva if 
battle, vali had done no iniury to Egma. That act has always been 
regarded as a stain on BAiaa.—-T. 
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the dilates of the scriptures also, be was a sire unto usf 
Yet he, that preceptor of ours, has been slain by us for th^ 
" sake of short-lived sovereignty Dhritarashtra, 0 king, had 
given unto Bhishma and Drotia the wholes Barth, and, what 
was still more valuable, all his children!*® Though honored 
by our foe thus, and though he* had obtained such wealth 
from hifn, the preceptor still loved *us as his own children !**^ 
Of unfading energy and prowess, the preceptor has been slain 
in battle only because, induced by thy words, ho had laid aside 
his weapons! While engaged in fight he Was incapable of 
being slain by Indra himself.** The preceptor was venerable 
in years and always devoted to onr welfare. Yet unrighteous 
that we are and stained with a levity of behaviour, we scrupled 
not to injure him !*® Alas, exceedingly cruel and very heinous 
has been the sin that we have committed, for, moved by the 
desire of enjoying the pleasures of sovereignty, we have slain 
that Drona 1*® My preceptor had all along been under the 
impression that in consequence of my love for him I could, (for 
his sake) abandon all, — sire, brother, children, wife, life itself!®* 
And yet, moved by the desire of sovereignty I interfered not 
when he was about to be slain ! For this fault, O king, I have, 
O lord, already sunk into hell, overcome with shame I®* Having, 
for the sake of kingdom, caused the slaughter of one who was 
a Brahmana, who was venerable in years, who was my precep- 
tor, who had laid aside his weapons, and who was then devot- 
ed, like a groat ascetic, to Yoga, death has become preferable 
to me to life T 

Section CX?0VII1. 

*‘Sanjaya s^id, — 'Hearing these words of Arjuna, the mighty 
car-warriors present there said not a single word, O monarchy 
agreeable or disagreeabje, unto Dhananjaya.* Then the mighty- 
armed Bhimasfna, filled with wrath, 0 bull of Bharata's race, 
reproaching ^unti's son Arjuna, said these words:* — ^Thou 
prs^hest tru1f|s of morality like an anchoret living in the 
weeds Of a Brihmana of rigid vows and senses under complete 
cpntrol l* A |)or3oi:\ is called a because he rescues 
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others from wounds and ^injuries. Being such, he iftUst sa^a 
himself from wounds and injuries ! Shovnng forgiveness to- 
wards the three that are good, {viz., the gods, the BrShmarito, 
and preceptors), a Kshatriya, by doing his duties, soon wins 
the Earth as also piety and fame and prospers ty.*^ Thou, O 
porpetuater of thy race, art endued with every attribute of a 
Kshatriya! It does not,* therefore, look well for thee to speak 
like an ignorant wight !* 6 son gf Kiinti, thy prowesS is like 

that of Cakra himself, the lord of Cachi ! Thou dost not trans- 
gress the bounds of morality like the ocean that never trans- 
gresses its continents Who is there that would not worship 
thee, seeing that thou seekost virtue, having abandoned tho 
wrath cherished by thee for thirteen years V By good luck, 
O sire, thy heart today followeth in the wake of virtue ! O 
thou of unfading glory, by good luck thy understanding inclin- 
eth towards compassion I* Though, however, thou art inclined 
to adopt the path of virtue, yet thy kingdom was snatched 
from thee most unrighteously ! Dragging thy wife Draupadi 
to the assembly, thy foes insulted her 1® Clad in barks of 
trees and skins of animals, all of us wore exiled to the woods, 
and undeserving though we were of that plight, our foes never- 
theless compelled us to endure it for thirteen years O sinless 
one, thou hast forgiven all these circumstances, every one of 
which demands the exhibition of wrath 1 Wedded as thou art 
to the duties of a Kshatriya, thou hast quietly borne these 
Remembering all those acts of unrighteousness, I came here 
wifeh thee for avenging them 1 (When, however, I see that 
thou art so indifferent, why, ) I myself will slay those low 
wretches that despoiled us^of our kingdom Thou hadst for- 
merly said these words, viz., — Addressing ourselves for battle, 
we will exert to the utmost^ extent of our abilities ! — Today, 
however, thou reproachest us!** Thou now seekest virtue! 
Those words, therefore, that thou saldst formerly are untrue. 
We are already afflicted with fear. Thou cuttest, however, the 
very core of our hearts with these thy words, P crusher of foes, 
like one pouring acids upon the sores of wounded men ! Afflict- 


* I expand the original to make the sense eiear,— T. 
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ed tky wordy dartSi la/ itaait ia IfeaiWng.** TRiou aili 
viftoouil. but tihLOU dost iiUt know In wbat bnri^bteonShSss^^^t^ 

' coUaists, since tbou applaudest u«tfaer thyself nor us thoujpi all 
of us M’S worthy of applause 1’^ When Ke^W himself is here, 
praisesi thou the son of Drona, a warrior that does not come up 
to oven a sixteenth part of thyself, O Dhananjay ?” Confess* 
ing thy own faults, why dost thou nci feel shame ? I can fend 
asunder this Earth in ragp, or split the very mountains,’* 
whirling that terrible and heavy mace of mine decked with 
gold ! Like the tempest, I can break down gigantic trees look- 
ing like hills >“ I can, with my arrows, rout the united celes- 
tials with Indra at their head, together with all the R&kshasaB, 
O Partha, and the A suras, the tJ^mgas, and humanbeings !** 
Knowing mo, thy brother, to bo such, O bull among men, 
it behoveth thee not, O thou of immeasurable prowess, to 
entertain any fear about Drona’s son !** Or, 0 Vibhatsu, stand 
thou here, with all these bulla among men ! Alone and unsup- 
ported, I shall, armed with my mace, vanquish this one in 
great battle ! — After Bhima had ended, the son of the Panchala 
king, addressing Partha, said these words, like Hiranyaka<;ipu 
(the leader of the Daityas) unto the enraged and roaring Vish- 
nu :***■*• — 0 Vibhatsu, the sages have ordained these to be the 
duties of Brahmanas, viz., assisting at sacrifices, teaching, 
giving away, performance of sacrifices, the receiving of gifts,** 
and study as the sixth. To which of these six was that DrCna 
devoted who has been slain by me ? Why then, 0 Partha, 
dost thou reproach me ?'* Fallen off from the duties of his 
own order and practising those of the Kshatriya order, that 
achiever of wicked deeds used to slay us by means of super- 
human weapons ^* Professing himself to be a Br&hmana, he 

' V 'l- N . — l.» ■ I. ' ■ " ■ ■ ^ 

^ The first line the fiSrd verse in the Bengal editions, is made the 

second lliie (4 that : verse in the Bombay text* There seems to be a mis- 

' ' ' 

take* however, in J|oth the texU^ Vishnu slew Hiranyaka^jipu without 
allow^ the l4tter|^ Vide Vuhnu Parana. If* 

iniiteiiiil p{ be ffarie^ 

the line may then confuted with Bhixna’s speech* and the comparison 
wouM beeonie „ « 
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wsB in llto li^t ttf usihg i««3iBttbl8 iilusioni. By an illaaiaA 

haik ke bean slaia today^l Q PSi^kav vrka^ is there 
ta tM^oper in this ?•’' Brona hanng been thns puBishedl ky^ * 
me, if, bis son, from rage, uttereth sack lostd roars, what do 
you lose by that I'* 1 do not think it at all wonderfal that 
Drona’s son, urging the Kauravas to battle, will cause tkeni 
to be slain, unable to prbtect them himself!** Thou art ac> 
quainted with morality. Why then dost thou say that I am a 
slayer of my preceptor i It was for this that I was born as 
son to the king of the Panchalas, having sprung from the 
(sacrificial) fire !•* Hou', O Dhananjaya, will you call him a 
Brahmana or a Kshatriya, with whom, while engaged in battle, 
all acts, proper and improp^af, were the same ?** O foremost 
of men, why should not he be slain, by any means in our power, 
who, deprived of his senses in wrath, used to slay with the 
Brahma weapon even those that were unacqilainted with weap- 
ons ?** He that is unrighteous is said by those that are righte- 
ous to be equal to poison. Knowing this, O thou that art 
well versed with the truths of morality, why dost thou, O 
Arjuna, reproach me ?** That cruel car-warrior was seised 
and slain by me. I have done nothing that is worthy of 
reproach. Why then, O Vibhatsu, dost thou not congratu- 
late me ?'* O Fartha, I have cut off that terrible head, like 
unto the blazing Sun or virulent poison or the alfdestroying 
Yuga fire, of Drona. Why then dost thou not applaud an 
act that is worthy of applause ?'* He had slain in battle only 
my kinsmen and not those of any one else. I say that hav- 
ing only cut off his head, the fever of my heart hath not 
abated !•* The very core of my heart is being pierced for my 
not having thrown that head within the dominions of the 
NUhSdaSi like that of Jaypdratha !*” It hath been beard, 
O Arjuna, that one incurrefeh sin by not slaying his foes. Even 
this is the duty of a Kshatriya, viSf'., to slay or be ‘slain.** 
Brona was my foe. He hath been righteously slain by mo in 
battle^ O son of P&ndu, even as thou hast ^lain the brave 

— : .J ■ 

e The JfitIMsu were and to tbn day are the loweet ea«U ta 

India.— T. 
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th; Mend !** ‘^Having tliy gcandsire in 

battle thou regardest that act of thine to he fighteous. Why 
shonldst thou regard it unrightedus in me fw my haTing 
idain my wretched foe ?** In consequence of our lelationship^ 
OPSrtha, I cannot raise my head in thy presence and am 
like a jwpskrate elephant with a ladder agmnst his body (f<nr 
helping puny creatures to get on his back). It, therefore, 
behoveth thee not to reproafdi me !** I forgive all the fisults of 
^y speech, O Arjuna, for the sake of Draupadi and Draupa- 
di’s children and not for any other reason !** It is well known 
that my hostility with the preceptor has descended from sire 
to son. All persons in this world know it. Te sons of Panda, 
are ye not acquainted with it ?** The eldest son of F&ndu 
hath not been untruthful in speech. I myself, O Arjuna, am 
not sinful. The wretched Drona was a hater of his disciplea 
Fight now. Victory will be yours ! — ’ 


Section OXCIX. 

(IfarayanSstra-mokshana Parva.) 

Dhritarashtra said, — “That illustrious person who had duly 
studied the Vedas with all their branches, he in whom the 
entire science of arms and modesty had dwelt, he through 
whose grace many foremost of men are still capable of achiev- 
ing superhuman feats that the very gods cannot achieve with 
ease, alas, when he, viz., that Drona, that son of a great Rishi, 
was insulted in the sight of all by the low, wicked, mean- 
ininded, and sinful Dhrishtadyumna, that slayer of his own 
preceptor, was there no Kshatriya who felt called upon to dis- 
play his wrath t Me on the Kshatriya order, and fie on wrath 
itself!*"* Tell ipe, 0 Sanjaya, what the sons of Pritha, as also 
all the other ro^al bowmen in the world, heming of Drona’s 
slpiughter,' said junto the prince of FanchaJa !’* 

*‘San^a sa|i|, -^“Hearing these words of Drupada’s son of 
dtsds/ the persons present there, O monaioh, 
mai|^ ^Mstly silent.* Arjuna, however, casting oblique 
^gbthces^^n Pliehita’s son, seemed, with tears and sighs, to 
him.l sayitig,— /e.* — Yudhishthira and Bhima 



and (wtos and ^pishna ati(| the ntbeii stood {>a^faU^ 
SStyakI, hoTrever, 0 jScinf, said these Wbids:*-^Ia tltero 
man here that would, without ^^elay, slay this sinful wight, 
this lowest of 0109, who is Utt^ng sueh evil speeches I'V Th# 
P&ndavas are all condemning thee for this sinful act of thlnSii 
like Brahmanas condemning a person of the ChMndsUa dass !■* 
Having committed such % heinous act, and having incyrred the 
censures of all honest men, art thou not 'ashamed to open thy 
lips in the midst of such a respectable assembly O despicable 
wretch, why did not thy tongue and bead split into a hundred 
fragments while thou wert about to slay thy own preceptor ? 
Why wert thou not struck doWn by that act of sin V* Since, 
having perpetrated such a sinful act, thou art again applauding^ 
thyself in the midst of human beings, thou incurrest the cen- 
sures of the Parthas and all the Andhakas and the Vrishnis I*' 
Having perpetrated such an atrocious act, thou art again 
displaying such hatred towards the preceplior. For this thou 
deservest death at our hands. There is no use in keeping thee 
alive for oven a single moment t‘* Who is there, save thee, 
O wretch, that would cause the death of the virtuous pre- 
ceptor, seizing him by his locks ?“ Having obtained thee, O 
wretch of thy race, thy ancestors for seven generations and thy 
descendants also for seven generations, deprived of fame, have 
sunk in hell.'* Thou hast charged Fartha, that bull among 
men, with the slaughter of Bhishma ! The latter, however, viz,, 
that illustrious personage, himself accomplished his own death.** 
Truly speaking, thy uterine brother, (viz., Cikhandin,) that 
foremost of all sinners, was the cause of Bhishma's death. 
There is none in the world that is more sinful than the sons 
of the Panchala king !'* ^by father had created Cikhandin for 
the destruction of Bhishma. As regards Arjuna, he had only 
protected Cikhandin while. Cikhandin became the cause of 
the illustrious Bhishma's. death!'* Having got thee that att 
cohdemnedby all righteems mtra, and thy brother, mnongst them, 
the P&nch&las have fallen off firoffl righteousness and, stained 
meanness, 'have become haters of friends and preceptors 
If thou again speakest such words in my presence, I shall tlicn 
break thy head with this mace of mine that is as strong as Ike 
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of A Br5ii«iaKia» people hav^e to jipok at tha Soft for {)iafif;)riflg 
themselves !“ Thou wretch of » F&acbSrla, .Q thou of wiekeMi 
©cMiduct, speaking ill of my. preceptor first And then of my 
preceptor’s preceptor, art thou not cashamed ?*** Wait, wait I 
Bear then but one stroke of this my mace ! 1 myself will 
bear many strokes of thine !** — Thus rebuked by the SS.twata 
hero, Prishata’s son, filled with rage, smilingly addressed the 
angry Satyaki in these harsh words ?• — 

“ ‘Dhrishtadyumna said,—! have heard thy words, O thou 
of Madhu’s race, but I have forgiven thee ! Being thj'self 
unrighteous and sinful, desirest thou to rebuke them that 
are righteous and honest ?** Forgiveness is apjdauded in the 
world. Sin, however, does not deserve forgivenessv He that 
is of sinful soul regards the forgiving person powerless.** 
Thou art a wretch in thy behaviour! Thou art of sinful 
soul ! Thou art wedded to unrighteousness ! Thou art cen- 
surable in every respect, from the tip of thy toe to the end 
of thy hair ! Desirest thou still to speak ill of others ?**• 
What can be more sinful than that act of thine, «ic., thy 
slaughter of the armless Bhuri^ravas while sitting in Prciya, 
although thou wert repeatedly forbidden?*’ Drona, having 
arrays his forces, had been fighting with the aid of celestial 
weapons. Ho bad laid aside his weapons and I slew him. O thou 
of crooked heart, what is there in that act that is improper ?*® 
How can he, O Satyaki, blame such an act who himself has 
slain a foe that had desisted from fierht on the field, a foe that 
was sitting in PrUya like an asc^ic, and whose arms had 
been cut off by another?’* That valiant enemy of thine had 
displayed bis prowess, having struck thee with bis foot and 
thrown- thee down on the Earth. Why didst thou not then slay 
him, showing thy manlin^ ?** When FSrtha, however, had 

* 7ke Bengal .titling is vicious. 1 adopt the Bombay reading wbidt 

is meaning, *‘the preceptor’s preceptor t^ain.*^ 

^ SStyaki’s preoeptor ; Drona, tbereforA waa tko 


hiol, it. ma ^it that tIi>oii> ^ting mcst un« 
rightMfttsly, ^dat kilt the brave and valiant Soma^tte’a aAh i** 
Wltitharaoever Brona had sought to rent the forces of thfi yS'h*** 
davas, thitheraoever I proceeded> shooting thousands of arrows.** 
Having thyself acted in such a way, like a ChSndSla, And 
having thyself become worthy of reproach, desirest thou to 
reiwoaoh me in such harsh words?” T^ou art a perpetratm* 
of evil deeds, and not I, O wretch of the Vrishni race ! Thou 
art the abode of all sinful deeds ! *Do not again blame me !** 
Be silent. It behoveth thee not to say anything unto me after 
this I This is the reply I give thee with my lips. Don’t say any- 
thing more !” If, from folly, thou repeatest such harsh words, I 
shall then, in battle, despatch thee, with my arrows, to Yama’s 
abode!” By righteousness alone, O fool, one cannot van- 
quish his enemies. Listen now to the unrighteous acts of the 
Kurus also 1” Fandu’s son Yudhishthira was sometime before 
unrighteously deceived (by them)! O Satyaki, Draupadi also 
was persecuted by them unrighteously !** The Pandavas, with 
Krishna in their company, were also exile<k and they were 
robbed of their all, 0 fool, most unrighteously !** By an act 
of unrighteousness, again, has the ruler of the Madras been 
withdrawn from us by the enemy ! By an act of unrighteous- 
ness also was the son of Subhadra slain !*' On this aide, it 
was by an act of unrighteousness that Bhishma the Kuru 
grandsire was slain. Bhuri(;raTas, too, was, by an act of un- 
righteousness, slain by thee that art so acquainted with right- 
eousness !** Even thus have the enemy, as also the Pandavas, 
acted in this battle ! Possessed of courage and acquainted 
with morality, all of theip, O Satwata, have acted thus, for 
gaining victory !** High morality is difficult of ascertainment. 
Similarly, immorality also can with difficulty be comprehended. 
B’ight now with the Kauravas, without returning to the home 
of thy fathers ! — • 

‘■Sanjaya continued, — "Hearing these harsh and cruel worefe 
(from Dhrishtadyumna’s lips), the blessed Satyaki began to trem- 
ble from head to foot.** Filled with rage, his eyes assumed |hW 
hue of copper. Keeping his bow then upon his car, he gras|fed 
his mace, sighing like a snake.*’ Rushing then toward! the 
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priiM^ of tbe F|bQ(ib4lAS^ Im m 
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•as. thou arl^ of slaughter Seeing tha might; Sit^ rush- 
ing, from wrath and desire of revenge, at the P&nchila prince, 
like Yama against one lihe his own self,*' the mighty Bhimai 
urged by Yasudeva, quickly Jumped down firom his oar and 
seized him with his arms.** Endued with great strength, 
Shtyaki, who was rushing in great wrath, proceeded for a few 
steps, fcMTcibly dragging afterhim the mighty son of FBndu who 
was endeavouring to hold him back.*' Then Bhima, firmly 
pl«mting his feet, stopped at the sixth step that foremost of strong 
men, viz., that bull of Cini’s race.** Then Sahadeva, 0 king, 
jumping down from his own car, addressed Satyaki, thus held 
fast by the strong arms of Bhima, in these sweet words :** — O 
tiger among men, O thou of Madhu’s race, we have no friends 
dearer to us than the Andhakas with the Vrishnis and the 
Panchalas !** So also the Andhakas and the Vrishnis, parti- 
cularly Krishna, cannot have any friends dearer than our- 
selves.** The Panchalas also, O thou of Vrishni’s race, even if 
they search the whole world to the confines of the sea, have no 
friends dearer to them than the Pandavas and the Vrishnis.** 
Thou art even such a freind to this prince ; and he also is a 
similar friend to thee. Ye all are to us even as we are to you !** 
Acquainted as thou art with all duties, remembering now the 
duties thou owest to friends, restrain this wrath of thine 
'that has the prince of the Panchalas for its object 1 Be calm, 
G foremost one of Cini’s race !*• Forgive the son of Prishata, 
and let Prishata’s son also forgive thee! Ourselves ^so will 
prectise forgiveness. What is there,^ that is better than for- 
.giveaess ?•*— , ' 

‘“'W’hile thU grandson of Cini, O sire, was thus bding 
pacified by Sahadeva, the son of Panchala king, smiling, 
said these • wordii:'*->-Belease Gni’s grands<m, O Bhima, who 
is so proud of h|8 prowess in battle 1 Let him come at me like 
the wind jgsiiiyimg the mountains," till, with my keen arrows, 
O son of Kmrliit ^ quell his rage and desire few battle mid take 
his ^ivler come the KaurSvas I I shall (after 

Satya]^ ;jikiere this great task of the ]^tedavas that las 
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lifttlf 1 ii;a regaxds afya@lf^ 1 tMs «ne% Ibifadl with my 

arrows.** He takeili me for tbe armlese Bhun^ravas in 
Bcde^ him. Either I will alay him ev he aill slay me 
Hearing these words of the F&nofa&la pince, the inighiy- 
SStyaki, held fast in Bhinlh's clasp, sighing like a snake, hagan 
to tremble.** Both of^hem, endued yith great ml^ht and 
possessed of powerful arms, b^an to roar like a couple of bulls. 
Then V&sudeya, O sire, and king 'S'udhishthira the just,** with 
great effort, succeeded in pacifying those heroes. Having paci- 
fied those two great Bowmen, those two heroes whose eyes had 
become blood-red with rage, all the principal Kshatriyas (of 
the Pandava army) proceeded against the warriors of the hostile 
army for battle.’ ”*• 


Section CC. 

"Sanjaya ssdd, — “Then Drona’s son began to cause a great 
carnage amongst his foes in that battle, like the Destroyer him- 
self at the end of the Yuga^ Slaying his enemies by means 
of his broad-headed arrows, Afwajfihaman soon piled a mountain 
there of the dead. The standards of cars formed its trees, and 
weapons its pointed summits. The lifeless elephants formed its 
large rocks; the steeds, its Kimpurashas and bows, its 
creepers and plants. And it resounded with the cries of all 
carnivorous creatures that constituted its feathery population. 
And the spirits that walked there formed its Takahaa.**^ 
Then roaring aloud, O bull of Bbarata’s raee, A^wattbammi 
once more repeated his v«w in the hearing of thy son,*— .^noe 
Hunti’s son Tudhishthira, assuming only the outward garb of 
virtue, had caused the preceptor who was (righteously) engaged 
in battle to lay aside hkr weapons,* I shall, in his very sighli, 
rout and destroy his army ! Having rushed and mangled all Ms 

* Kmpvrtuhaa were fabled preatures, half iapn«.aud half eteedn, 
Hot a moant^n but had its Kimpunuhat, according to the Hiodu belief. 

Taktheu were a Sort of superhuman beings mfemang inaMseasible bt}l8 
and moosbdaa— T. 
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'ibattlo; 1 tell thee trulyi therefore, i^Iy thi^ t^ 

Heariog these w^cte of A^watthimsit, th^ - ifos tuli^ hit 
troops^ having dispelled their foara with h loud Itonlne rdtr.** 
Xhe encounter then, O king, that onSe more took place betweeti 
the Kurd and the P&ndava mrmies, h^eame as terrihfo at that 
of two oceans at full tide.^ The terrified Kauravas had their 
fears dispelled by Drona’s soh. The Pfindas and the PSnch&las 
h»l become fierce in consequence of Drona’s slaughter.** Great 
was the violence of that collision, on the field of battle, between 
those warriors, all of whom were cheerful and filled with rage 
and inspired with certain hope of victory.** Like a mountain 
striking against a mountain, or an ocean against an ocean, O 
monarch, was that collision between the Kurus and the P&nda^ 
vas.** Filled with < joy, the Kuru and the Fandava warriors 
blew thousands of conchs and beat tens of thousands of drums.** 
The loud and stunning uproar that arose from among those 
troops resembled* that of the ocean itself while churned (of 
old by the gods and the Ddnavcw).** Then Drona*s son, aim- 
ing at the host of the P&ndaisas and the Pfinch&las, invoked 
the Weapon called Ndrayana.^* Then thousands of arrows 
with blazing mouths appeared in the welkin, resembling snakes 
of firey mouths, that continued to agitate the Pandavas.** In 
that dreadful battle, those shafts,: O king, like the very rays of 
the Sun, in a moment shrouded all the points of compass, the 
welkin, and the troops.** Innumerable iron balls also, O king, 
then appeared, like resplendent luminaries in the clear firma- 
ment.** QatSyhMs, some equipt with four and some with two 
wheels, and innumerable maces, and disci mth edges sharp as 
razors and respfofdtnt like the Sun, also appeared thqre;'* Be- 
holding the welk|n densely shrouded with those weapons, O 
bull of Bhhmtl’s|raioe, tbs' P&ndavas, the Pfineh&las, and Hat 
Srinjay aa, beScaiidiB mEpe^ingly agitated.** In tdl thbsa places, 
'G:';fi^^''miiim,'‘'|rh^^|piegmat car-wamora' of the' ^ndavM 
conto^ed' In bat|ie, that weapon became Oxcei^ingly pO#tnfak^ 
Blau|^t«^ by ftbf' IfSrSyana weapon, mi if consumed by 
a conflagration, ^e Ffindava troops were exceediitslp^^ 





»U ovfitf i>h« fieWI in tiuki Indnedi 0 Inn}, m fir« 

nth a bA9^ of dry gr«p» in summev, 6vm so did that tSMspoki 
consume the army of the Pandas.** Beholding that wsapcife j|l|*> 
iitg everyaide, andraeoing hia ourn troopa destroyed in large Uhtl.*' 
bora, king Yadhishthira the just, O lord, became inepired wilh 
great fright.** Seeing hia army in course of flight ai>d dejwivt^ 
of itaaeuses, and beholding Fartha standing indifferent, iDharma’s 
son aaid these words i** — O Dhriahtadyumna, fly awtay with yotur 
Panchala troopa ! O Satyaki, yod’also go away, burrounded by 
the Yrishnia and the Andhakas 1** Of virtuous soul, VUsudeva 
will himself seek themeans of his own safety 1 He is competent 
to offer advice to the whole world. What need is there of tell- 
ing him what he should do ?** Wo shouldnot any longer flght I 
I say so unto all the trojps 1 As regards myself, 1 will, with all 
my brothers, ascend a funeral pile '** Having crossed the Bbish- 
ma and the Drona oceansin this battle that are incapable of being 
crossed by tho timid shall 1 sink with all my fullowers in the 
vestige; represented by Drona’s son, of a cow’s hoof ?*• Let the 
wishes of king Duryodhana be crowned with success today, for I 
have today slain in battle tho preceptor that always cherished 
such friendly feelings towards us,^ — that preceptor, who, with 
out protecting, caused that child unacquainted with batWo, vig., 
the son of Subhadra, to be slain by a multitude of wicked war- 
riors,** — that preceptor, who, with his son, sat indifferently, 
without answering, when' Krishna in such distress, dragged into 
the assembly and sought to be made a slave, asked him* to say 
the truth,** — that preceptor, who, while all the other war- 
riors were fetigued, cased Duryodhana in invulnerable armour 
when the latter desired to slay Phalguna and who, having caffid 
him so, appointed him to protect Jayadeatha,*' — that preceptor, 
who, being acquainted with the Brahma weapon, scrupled not 
to exterminate the Panchblas headed by Satyajit that had 
exerted themselves for my victory,?*— that preceptor, whO» 
whilst we were being unrighteously exiled from our kingdom, 
freely told us to go into the woods although he had boea 
solicited by our friends to vy-thhold his perta&deh I*** A^; 

' • 'l adopt the Bombay reading of the 2nd line of hfi' think "ibaV 
NdakatMiba explataa u eorroctly.— X 
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tliai g^6 frieticl of otirs hi^Ii biieR sliainT For Ms I wSIr 
witik all my friends, lay . down i»y We !^--4A:ffeer' Knnti's- son 
•Yndkisktiura had said this; he of Ba^arfaa’a tace^ 
iKei^ava), quickly forbidding the troops, hy metioa of his armSt 
to fly away, said these words Speedily lay down your weap- 
ons, all of you, and alight from your vehicles ! Even this is 
the naeaiSs ordained by the illustrious one, {viz., H&rayana 
himself,) for, baffling this weapon !** Come down on the 
Earth, all ctf you, from your ' elephants and steeds and cars! 
If you stand weaponless on the Earth, this weapon will nol 
slay you !** In those places where you will fight fmt quell- 
ing the force of this weapon, the Kauravas will become more 
powerful than you !*“ Those men, however, that will throw 
down their weapons and alight from their vehicles, will not, in 
this battle, be slain by this weapon !** They, however, that 
will, even in imagination, contend against this weapon, .will 
ail be slain even if they seek refuge deep beneath the E^wth !*• 
— The warriors of the Pandava army, hearing, O Bharata, 
these words of Vasudeva, threw' down their weapons and drove 
away from their hearts all desire of battle.** Then Bhimasena 
the son of Pandu, beholding Abe warriors about to abandon 
their weapons, said those words, O king, gladdening them 
ail :** — None should lay down his weapons here ! I shall, with 
my shafts, oppose this weapon of Drona’s son !** With this 
heavy mace of mine that is decked with gold, I shall career in 
this battle like the Destroyer himself, quelling this weapon of 
Drona’s son !*‘ There is no man here that is equal to me in 
prowess, even as there is no luminary in the firmament that is 
equal to the Sun.*'' Behold those tw,o strong arms of mine like 
unto the trunks of a couple of mighty elephants, capable of 
pulling down the mountains of Hiraavat I** ' I am the one 
person here that possesses the might of ten thousand elephants ! 
I am without a peer, even as Cakra is known to be in heaven 
among the celestials !** Let people witness today the energy 
of these two of mv broad-chested self, while engaged in 
ba^htgi^ bii^t and blazing 'q.eapon of Drona’e son !** If 
the;^ capable of contending against the iV'SrS- 

paaq wea^h, eHn I'tliaU contend against it today in the, 
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vefy sight of aU the Kurus And the P5nda?a8 0 ArjunA, 
O Vibhatsu, thou shouldst not lay GSndiva aside ! A stain 
will then attach to thee like the Moon !** — Thus addressed’ 
by Bbima, Arjuna said, — O Bhima, even this is my great 
vow, vis,, th&t my OUndiva shall not be used against the 
Ndr^yana weapon, kine, hnd BrithmanAS !** — Thus answered, 
by Arjuna, Bhima, thatvshastisor of foep, ra'cKng on lus car of 
solar effulgence, whose rattle, besides, resembled the roar of 
the clouds, rushed against the son* of Drona.** Endued with 
great activity and prowess, the son of Kunti, in consequence 
of his extreme lightnhss of hand, within the twinkling of an 
eye, covered A^watthaman with a shower of weapons.** Then 
Drona’s son, smiling at the rushing Bhima and addressing him* 
(in proper words), covered him with arrows inspired with man- 
tras and equipt with blazing points.** Shrouded with those 
shafts that vomited fire and resembled snakes of blazing 
mouths, as if covered with sparks %( gold,**' the form, O king, 
of Bhimasena in that battle looked like that of a mountain 
in the evening when covered with fire.** That weapon of 
Drona’s son, directed against Bhimasena, increased in energy 
and might, O king, like a conflagration assisted by tho 
wind.*’ Beholding that weapon of terrible energy tlius in- 
creasing in might, a panic entered the hearts of all the com- 
batants of the Pandava army with the exception- of Bhima.’* 
Then all <rf them, throvdng down their weapons on tho Earth, 
alighted from their cars and steeds.** After they had thrown 
down their weapons, and alighted from their vehicles, that 
weapon of exceeding energy fell upon tho head of Bhima.** 
All creatures, especially the»Pandavas, uttered cries of Oh and 
Alas, beholding Bhimasena overwhelmed by tho energy of 
that' weapon,’ ”** 


Section CCL 

“Sanjaya said, — Beholding Bhimasena overwhelmed by that 
weapon, Dhananjaya, for baffling its energy, covered him with 
the Vdlruna weapon.* In consequence of the lightness of Arju- 
na’s arms, and owing also to tho fiery force that shrouded Bhima, 
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lyoij^ t^qitld se^ that laH^rliai %mn cdtierefd w^ 

W6apqi3,* Shrqudad with the we^^pon of I>roha!i 
%ith driver, and ciwr, became ihcapaMe of b^iiig 

gazed at like afire of blaring flames in the mi<fet of ai^otb# 
fire.* As at the close of night, O king, all the Iilminaries run 
iowards Asia biH, even so the fiefy shafts (of A< 7 WafcthSman) 
all began to proceed towards Bhimasenji's car.* Indeed, Bhima 
himself, his car, steeds, and diver, O sire, thus shrouded by 
Dronas son, seemed to be in the midst of a conflagration.* 
As the {Yu^a) fire, after consuming the entire universe with 
its mobile and imra >bile creatures when the hour of dissolution 
cbmos, at last enters the mouth of the Creator, even so that 
weapon of Drona's son began to enter the body of Bhimasena.* 
As one cannot perceive a fire if it penetrate into the sun or the 
sun if it penetrate info a fire, even so none could perceive that 
energy which pentferated into Bhima’s body.^ Beholding Jihat 
weapon thus investing Bhinofe all around, and seeing' Drona’s 
son swelling w’ith energy and might, the latter being then 
without an antagonist,* and observing also that all the warriors 
of the Pandava army had laid down their weapons and that 
all the mighty car- warriors of that host headed by Yudhishthira 
had turned away their faces from the foe,’ those two heroes, 
viz,, Arjuna and Vasudeva, both endued with great splendour, 
quickly alighting from their car, ran towards Bhima.*® Those 
two mighty men, diving into that energy born of the might 
of A<;watthamaifs weapon, had recourse to the power of 
illusion/' The fire of that weapon .consumed them not, in 
consequence of their having laid aside their weapons, as also 
in consequence of the force of the ^^druna weapon, and bw- 
, ing also to the energy possessed by themselves.'* Then Hafa 
and Narayana, -for the pacification of the Ndrdyana weapon, 
began forcibly to drag Bhima and all his * weapons.'* Th^s 
dragged by them, K^intfs son, that mighty car- warrior, began 
JiO roar aloud, ^hereupon that terrible and invincible weapon 
of IJrona 'S ^ increase (in might and energy)/* 

Th^n Vasiideiia, addressing Bhimai said,-— How is it, 0 son 
of IPShdiiij/ thit, though forbidden by us, thou, O sibn gof 
Kunti, dist hot yet abstain from battle ?^* If the Euti^ 
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could now he vanquished in battl^ then we, aa also all these 
foremost of moo would certainly have continued to fight.** 
Behold, all the warriors of thy kost have alighted from their 
cars I For this rea|on, O son of Kunti, do thou also come down 
from thy car !”' — Having said these words, Krishna brought 
Bhima down from his car. ,Tho latter, with eyes red as blood 
in rage, was sighing like ^a snake.** When, however,jhe waf 
dragged down from his caf and made to Idy aside his weapons, 
the Niirayana weapon, that scorcher of foes, became pacified.’** 
.“Sanjaya continued, — When, by this means, the unbearable 
energy of that weapop became stilled, all the points of the 
compass, cardinal and subsidiary, became clear.*® Delicious 
breezes began to blow, and birds and animals all became quiet. 
The steeds and elephants became cheerful, as also all the war- 
riors, O ruler of men !“ Indeed, when tlje terrible# energy of 
that weapon, O Bharata, became stilled, Bhima of great in- 
telligence shone resplendent like the morning Sun.** The 
remnant of the Pandava host, beholding the’ pacification of 
the Nardyana weapon, once more stood prepared on the field 
for compassing the destruction of thy son.** When, after that 
weapon had been baffled, the Pandava host stood arrayed, 
Duryodhana, 0 king, addressing Drona’s son, said,** — O A^wat- 
thaman, once more use that weapon speedily, since the PanchS- 
las are once more arrayed, desirous of victory !** — Thus ad- 
dressed by thy son, O sire, A^watthaman, sighing cheerlessly, 
replied unto the king ia these words :** — That weapon, O king, 
cannot be brought back ! It cannot bo used twice < If brought 
back, it will, without doubt, slay the person calling it back !** 
Vasudeva hath, by what, means thou hast seen, caused it 
to be baffled! For this, O ruler of men, the destruction 
of the foe hath not been compassed in battle I** Defeat and 
death, however, are the same. Bather, defeat is worse than 
death ! Lj, the enemy, vanquished {lud compelled to lay down 
hi’s arms, looks as if deprived of life !*’ — Duryodhana then 
said, — 0 preceptor’s son, if it be so, if this weapon cannot be 
nsed twice, let those slayers of their proceptsr be slain with 
other weapons then, O foremost one of all persons acquainted 
with weapons '•** In thee are all celestial weapons as well a$ in 
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"^fciTitarSshtra said,— •' After t^rona slain triib-^ 

md pf frand, and the Nsrdiyana weapon bafEed, what, indeed, 
did prona’s son, thus urged by Duryodhana, then do/* . behold' 
ing the Parthas once more arrived .for battlej freed from the 
' inf}uen«£. of the NBrayoma weapon, and careering at the head 
qf their divisions ?’*• 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Bemembering the slaughter of his sire, 
Drona’s son, owning the device of the lion’s tail on his banner, 
filled with rage and casting off all fear% rushed against the 
son of Prishata.** Rushing at him, O bull among men, that 
foremost of warriors, with great impetuosity, pierced the 
Panchala prince with five and twenty small arrows.” Then 
Dhvishtadyiimna, O hing, pierced Drona’s son that resembled 
a blazing fire, with four and sixty shafts.** And he pierced 
A^atthaman’s driver also with twenty arrrows whetted on stone 
and equipt with* wings of gold, and then his four steeds with 
four sharp arrows.*’' Repeatedly piercing Drona’s son, and 
causing the Earth to tremble with his leonine roars, Dhrishta- 
dyumna then seemed to be employed in taking the lives of all 
creatures in the world in dreadful battle.” Making death itself 
his goal, the mighty son of Prishata, O king, accomplished in 
weapons and endued with sureness of aim, then rushed against 
Drona’s son alone,** Of immeasurable soul, that foremost of 
car-warriors, viz,, the prince of Panchala, poured upon A9wat- 
thaman’s head a shower of arrows.*® Then Drqiia’s ^n, in 
that battle, covered the angry prince with winged shafts. And 
once more he pierced the latter with,, ton shafts, rememhiaring 
the slaughter of bis father.” Then cutting off the standard 
and bow of the Panchala prince with a couple of well-shot shafts 
equipt with heads like razors, DroWs son began to grind his 
foe with otjmr allows.** In that dreadful battle, A9watthman 
made his antagpn^t, steedless and driverless and earless, and 
(K)y 0 fed his feilowbrs also with thick showers of shafts.” At 
thi|*;jt|kf Panchk^^ O king, mangled by means of those 

arrba^...:.sibwars, in fear and %reat afflictmn.” ' Be-''' 

hqMmg the,, trooi^-tanting away from battle and Dhtithta- 
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dyoianft eiceodingly afflicted, the grandson of Oini quickly ntged 
his oar against that of Drona’s son.** He then, afflicted A^wat- 
thftman with eight keen shafts. And once more striking that 
angty warrior with twenty shafts of diverse kinds,** he pierced 
A^watthSman’s driver, and then his four steeds with four 
shafts. With great deliberation and displaying a wonderful^ 
lightness of hand, he cut off A^watthftipan's bow antf stan-* 
dard.*' Satyaki then cut into fragments the gold-decked car of 
his foe together with its steeds. Ahd then he deeply pierced 
A9watthaman in the chest with thirty arrows in that battle.** 
Thus afflicted, O kingjr (by Satyaki), and shrouded with arrows, 
the mighty A^watthamar knew not what to do.** When tho 
preceptor’s son had fallen into that plight, thy son, that mighty 
car-warrior, accompanied by Kripa and Kama "and others, 
began to cover the Satwata hero with arnows.*® All of them 
began quickly to pierce Satyaki from every side with keen 
shafts, Duryodhana pierced him with twenty and Caradwat’a 
son Kripa with three. And Kritavarman pierced him with ten, 
and Kama with fifty. And Ous^asana pierced him with a hun- 
dred arrows, and Vrishasena with seven.**'** Satyaki, however, 
O king, soon made all those great car-warriors fly away from 
the field, deprived of their cars.*® Meanwhile Agwatt&aman, 
O bull of Bharata’s race, recovering consciousness, and sighing 
repeatedly in sorrow, began to think of what he should do.** 
Biding then upon another car, that scorcher of foes, viz., the 
son of Drona, began to resist Satyaki, shooting hundreds 
of arrows.** Beholding A<;watthaman once more approaching 
him in battle, the mighty car-warrior Satyaki once more made 
him earless and caused him jio turn back.** Then the Pandavas, 
O king, beholding tho prowess of Satyaki, blew their conchs 
with great <forco, and uttered loud leonine roars,*® Having 
deprived A^watthaman of his car thus, Satyaki of unbaffled 
prowess then slew three thousand mighty car-warriors of Vri- 
shasena’s division,** And then he slew fifteen thousand ele- 
phants of Kripa’s force, and fifty thousand horse of Cakuni.** 
Then the valiant son of Drona, O monarch, riding upon an- 
other car, and highly enraged with Satyaki, proceeded against 
the latter, desirous of slaying him,*® Beholding him approaclt 
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the gr^tvlaoB jof Cini, (ha>t cbaetiser of foea, onoe more 
pieroed and mangled Mm with keen shafts fiercer than those 
he had used before.** Deeply pierced with those arrows of 
diverse forms by Yuyudhana, that great« bowman, vig., the 
angry son of Drona, smilingly addressed his foe ^nd said **-^ 
O grandson of Cini, I know thy partiality for Dhrishtadynmna, 
that silver of his preceptor, but thou shalt not be able to 
rescue him or thy own self when attacked by me !** I swear 
to thee, O grandson of Cihi, by Truth and by my ascetic 
austerities, that I shall know no peace till I slay all the Pan- 
chalas ’** You mayunite the forces of the Panda vas and those 
of the Vrishnis together, but I shall still slay the Somakas !**— 
Saying this, the son of Drona shot at Satyaki an excellent and 
straight arrow possessed of the effulgence of the Sun, even as 
Oakra had hurled in days of yore his thunder at the Asui-a 
Vritra.** Thus sjiot by Agwattbaman, that arrow, piercing 
through the armour of Satyaki, and passing through his body, 
entered the Earth like a hisdng snake entering its hole.** • His 
" armour pierced through, the heroic Satyaki, like an elephant 
deeply struck with the hook, became bathed in blood that 
flowed from his wound. His bow with arrow fixed therCon 
being then looseried'from his grasp, he sat down on the terrace 
of his car, strongthless and covered all over with blood. See- 
ing this, his driver speedily boro him away from Drona’s 
son.**"*’ With another shaft, perfectly straight and equipt 
with goodly wings, that scorcher of foes, viz., Aqwatthaman, 
struck Dhrishtadyumua between his eyebrows.*® The Pan- 
chfila prince had before this been much pierced ; therefore, 
deeply wounded by that arrow, he baoame exceedingly weak and 
supported himself by seizing his flag-staff. Beholding Dhrishta- 
dyumna thus afflicted by A<;watthaman like an infimiate ele- 
phant by a lion, five heroic car-warriors of the P&ndava army, 
■via., Kiritin, B|iimasena; Vrihatkshatra of Puru’s race, the 
youthful prince of the Chedis, and Sudar(;ana the chief of the 
M&liivas, quiofcjy rushed against A^watthSman.**'** Armed 
with bows, all l|iese rushed with cries of oh and alas. And 
those hufoOs quickly encompassed the son of Drona on all sides.** 
AdvauoitMS tweirfy pabes. all of them, with great care, simtiltane- 
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oiisly struck the angry son of the preceptor with five and twenty 
arrows.’* Drona’s son, however, viith five and twenty shafts 
resembling snakes of virtilcnt poison, cut off, almost at the same 
time, those five and twenty arrows shot at him.’* Then A^wat*^ 
thaman afflicted theT Paurava prince with seven sharp shafts. 
And he afflicted the chief of the Malavas with three, PErtha 
with one, and Vrikodara wfth six shafts,*’^ Then all those 
great car-warriors, O king; pierced Drone’s sou unitedly and 
separately with many shafts whetted on stone and equipt with 
wings of gold.’* The youthful prince of the Chedis pierced 
Drona’s son with twenty arrows, and Partha pierced him with 
three.^® Then Drona'I son struck Arjuna with six arrows, and 
Vasudeva with six, and Bhima with five, and each of the other 
two, viz., the Malava and the Paurava, with two arrows,** 
Piercing next the driver of Bhima s car with six arrows, A<^wat- 
thaman cut off Bhiinasona’s bow and standard with a couple of 
arrows. Then piercing Partha once more viith a shower of 
arrows, Drona's son uttered a leonine roar.* ^ With the sharp, 
well-terapored, and terrible arrows shot by Drona's son, the 
Earth, the sky, the firmament, and the points of the compass, 
cardinal and subsidiary, all became entirely shrouded both in 
his front and rear.*® Endued with fierce energy and equal 
to Indra himseff in prowess, A^watthancan then, with* threo 
arrows, almost simultaneously cut off the two arms, like unto 
Indra's poles, and the head, of Sudar9ana as the latter was 
seated on his car.** Then pierciner Paurava with a dart and 
cutting off his car into minute fragments by means of hks 
arrows, A9watthaman lopped off his antagonist's two arms 
smeared Avith sandal paste and then his head from off his trunk 
with a broad-headed shaft.** Possessed of great activity, he 
then pierced with many arrows resembling blazing flames of fire 
in energy, the youthful and^ mighty prince of the Chedis who 
was of the hue of the dark lotus, arid despatched him to Yama's 
abode with his driver and steeds.*** Beholding the chief of 
the Malavas, the descendant of Puru, and the yotithful ruler of 
the Chedis slain in his very sight by the son of Drona, Bhima- 
sena, the mighty-armed son of Pandu, became filled with rege. 
That scorcher of foes then covered Drona's son in that battle 
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with hundreds of keen arrows resemhiiilig angry ‘Shakes of wira- 
lent poison. Endued with laighty energy, the angry son of 
Dt'oaa then, destroying that arrowy shower,*^* pierced Bhima* 
aena with sharp shafts. The mighty-armed Ehima then, posO- 
eased of great strength, cut off with a broad- hei^ed arrow the 
bow of Drona’s son and then pierced Drona’s son himself with a 
powerful shaft. Throwing away that broken bow, the high- 
souldlS son of Drona*’’*® took up an/>ther and pierced Bbinaa 
with his winged shafts. Then those two, eis., Drona's son 
and Bhima, both possessed of great prowess and might,** be- 
gan to Elhower their arrowy downpours like two masses of rain- 
charged clouds. Gold-winged arrows, whetted on stone and en- 
graved with Bhima’s name,** shrouded Drona’s son like gather- 
ing masses of clouds shrouding the Sun. Similarly Bhima was 
soon shrouded with hundreds and thousands of strong arrows 
shot by Drona’s son. Though shrouded in that battle by 
Drona’s son, thatrwarrior of great skill,**'** yet Bhima felt no 
pain, O monarch, which seemed exceedingly wonderful. Then 
the mighty-armed Bhima sped ten gold-decked arrows, of great 
keenness and resembling the darts of Yama himself, at his foe. 
Those shafts, O sire, falling upon the shoulders of Drona’a 
•son,’*"** quickly pierced his body like snakes penetrating into 
an anthill. Deeply pierced by the high-souled son of Papdu, 
A^watthaman,** closing his eyes, supported himself by seizing 
his flagstaff. Recovering his senses within a moment, 0 king, 
Drona’s son,** bathed in blood, mustered all his wrath. For- 
cibly struck by the high-aouled son of Pandu, Aifwatthaman,** 
endued with mighty arms, rushed with great speed towards the 
car of Bhimasena. And then, O Bharata, he sped at Bhima- 
sena, from his bow drawn to its ^fullest stretch, a hundred 
arrows of fierce energy, all looking like snakes of virulent 
poison. Pandu% son Bhima also, proud of his prowess in 
battle, disre'garding A 9 wattharaan’s energy, speedily showered 
upon him denie arrowy downpours. Then Drona’s son, O 
king, cutting olf Bhima’s bow by means of his arrows,*®®"*®* 
andvjfllled with irage, struck the Pandava in the chest with 
many keen |hi|'t3. Incapable of brooking that feat, Bhima- 
sena tpbfe ^p another bow,'®* and pierced Drona’s sen in that 
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battle with fi^e keem shafts. Indeed, showering upibn each 
other their arrowy downpours like two masses of clouds at 
the close of summerii those two warriors,*'* with eyes red ast 
copper in rage, completely covered each other in that battle • 
with their shafts. Frightening each other with the terrible 
sounds they made with their palms,*** they continued to fTght 
with each other, each counteracting the feats of the other. 
Then bending his formidable bow deCiced with gold,*®* Drona’s 
son began to gaze steadfastly at Bhima who was thus shooting 
his shafts at him. At^hat time A^wattbaman looked like l^e 
meridian Sun of blazing rays in an autumnal day.*®' So quick- 
ly then did he shoot his shafts that people could not see when, 
he took them out of his quiver, when ho fixed them on the 
bowstring, when he drew the string, and when he let them off.'®* 
Indeed, when thus employed in shooting his qrrows, his bow, 
O monarch, seemed to bo incesasntly drawn to a fiery circle.'®* 
Shafts in hundred thousands, sped from his bow, seemed to 
course through the welkin like a flight of locusts.**® Indeed, 
those terrible shafts decked with gold, shot from the bow of 
Drona’s son, coursed incessantly towards Bhima’s car."* The 
prowess, O Bharata, that we then beheld of Bhimasenaf and 
his might, energy, and spirit, were exceedingly wonderful,*** 
for, regarding that terrible shower of arrows, thick as a gather- 
ing mass of clouds, falling around him, to be nothing more 
than a downpour of rain at the close of summer,**® Bhima of 
terrible prowess, desirous of slaying the son of Drona, in return 
poured his airrows upon the latter like a cloud in the season of 
rains.*** Bhima’s large and formidable bow of golden back, in- 
cessantly drawn in that battle, looked resplendent like a second 
bow of Indra.*** Shafts in hundreds and thousands, issuing 
from it, shrouded Drona’s son,* that ornament of battle, in thot 
encounter.*** The showers of shafts, shot by both of them, were 
so dense, O sire, that the very wind. O king, could not find 
room for coursing through them.**' Then Drona’s son, O king, 
desirous of slaying Bhima, sped at him manj- gold-decked 
arrows of keen points steeped in oil.*** Showing his superior* 
ity to Drona’s son, Bhimasena cut off each of those arrows 
into ttftee fragments before they^could come at him. The ^ 
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inighty son of Pandn filled with rage, and de^roua of slaying 
the son of Drona, shot at him a terrible sbowet of fierce 
arrows/-® Then Drona a son, that warrior acquainted with 
the highest weapons, quickly destroying that arrowy shower 
by tlte illusion of his own weapons* cut off Bhima's boW in 
that encounter/®^ Filled with rage, he then pierced Bhima 
himself with irmumerable^shafts in that battle. Endued with 
great might, Bhima then, after his bow had been cut off^ 
hurled a dart at A^wattbaman’s car, hsitving whirled it previ- 
ously with great impetuosity. The sort of Drona, displaying 
the lightness of his hands in that encounter, quickly cut off, 
by means of sharp shafts, that dart as it coursed towards him 
with the splendour«of a blazing brand. Meanwhile the terri- 
ble Vrikodara, tp.king up a very strong bow, and smiling the 
while, began to pierce the* son of Drona with many arrows. 
Then Drona’s son, O monarch, with a straight shaft, pierced 
the forehead of Bhima s driver. The latter, deeply pierced by 
the mighty son of Drona,*®®**® fell into a swoon, O king, 
abandoning the reins of the steeds. The driver of Bhima’s 
car having fallen into a swoon, the steeds, O king, began to fly 
away with great speed, in the very sight of all the bowmen. 
Beholding Bhima carried away from the field of battle by those 
running steeds,*®’-®* the unvanquished Agwatthaman joyfully 
blew his huge conch. Beholding Bhimasena borne away from 
the field, all the Panchalas,*®* inspired with fear, abandoning 
the car of Dhrishtadyumna, fled away on every side. Then 
Drona's son, shooting his shafts fcercely, pursued those broken 
troops, causing a great carnage among them. Thus slaughtered 
in battle by the son of Drona, those Kshatriyas fled away in aJi 
directions from fear of that warrior.’ 


Section CCII. 

; " ^atyaya 5|i^ that force broken, Kunti’st son 

Dhanrinjaya qf irnmqasurable soul proceeded against A 5 wattha- 
de|ir 0 : of slajung him/ Those troops then, 0 king, 
rallied with epfort by GovindaSand Arjuna, stayed on l&e field 
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of battle.* Only Vibhatsu, supported by the Somafcas and the 
Matsyas, shot his arrows at the Kanraras and checked their , 
onset** Quickly, approaching Agwatthaman, that great bow^ 
man having the mark of the lion’s tail on his banner, Arjuna 
addressed him, saying,* — Show me now the might thou hast, 
the energy, the knowledge, and the manliness, that ar«f in thee, 
as also thy affection for the Dhartarashtras and thy hatred for 
us, and the highest mettle of which thou art capable ! Even 
Prishata’s son, that slayer of Drona, will quell thy pride to- 
day Come now,^nd encounter the Fanchala prince, that 
hero resembling the Yt'^a fire and like the Destroyer himself 
unto all his foes, as also myself with Qovinda ! Thou display- 
est thy pride in battle, but I shall quell that pride of thine !*” 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ^“The preceptor’s son, O Sanjaya, is 
possessed of might and worthy of respect ! , He beareth great 
love to Dhananjaya and the high-souled Dhananjaya also loveth 
him in return !* Vibhatsu had never addressed Drona’s son 
before in this way ! Why then did the son of Kunti address 
his friend in suelwharsh words 

“Sanjaya said, — ^“Upon the fall of the youthful prince of 
the Chedis, of Vrihatkhatra of Puru’s race, and 8f Sudar- 
9 ana, the chief of the Malavas, who was well-accomplished in 
the science of arms,'® and upon the defeat of Dhrishtadyumna 
and Satyaki and Bhiraa, and feeling great pain and touched to 
the quick by those words of Yudhishthira, and remembering 
all his former woes, 0 lord, Vibhatsu, in consequence of his 
grief, felt such wrath rise within him that he had never ex- 
perienced its like boforo.'lj'* It was for this that, like a vul- 
gar person, he addressed the preceptor’s son, who was worthy 
of every respect, in such unworthy, indocent, bitter, and harsh 
language.'* Addressed, from wrath, in such harsh and cruel 
words by Partha, 0 king, Drona’s* son, that foremost of all 
mighty bowmen, became highly angry with Partha and es- 
pecially with Krishna. The valiant A<jwatthaman then, stay- 
ing resolutely on his car, touched water,'**'* and invoked the 
Xgneya weapon incapable of being resisted by the very gods. 


I adopt the Bombay reading. — T. 
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at all his visible and invisible foes, the preeeptoir’s son/' 
. that slayer of hostile heroes, inspired with mantras a blazing 
shaft possessed of the effulgence of a smokeless fire, and let it 
off on all sides, filled with rage." Dense showers of arrows 
then issued from it in the welkin. Endued with fiery flames, 
““those arrbws encompassed Partha on all sides." Meteors flashed 
down from the firmament. A thick gloom suddenly shrouded 
the (Pandava) host. All the points of the compass also were 
enveloped by that darkness." Rskahashas and PigSchas, 
crowding together, uttered fiece cries. Inavepicious winds be- 
gan to blow. The Sun himself no longer gave any heat.** 
Havens fiercely croaked on all sides. Clouds roared in the wel- 
kin, showering blood.** Birds and beasts and kine, and Munis 
of high vows and 8ouls»under complete control, became exceed- 
ingly uneasy." Thp very elements seemed to be perturbed. 
The Sun seemed to turn round. The universe, scorched with 
heat, seemed to be in a fever." The elephants and other 
creatures of the land, scorched by the energy of that weapon, 
ran in fright, breathing heavily and desirous of protection 
against that terrible force." The very waters being heated, 

« the creatures residing in that element, O Bharata, became 
exceedingly uneasy and seemed to burn.” From all the points 
of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary, from the firmament 
and the very Earth, showers of sharp and fierce arrows fell and 
issued, with the impetuosity of (Jaruda or the wind." Struck 
and burnt by those shafts of A^watthaman that were all endued 
udth the impetuosity of the thunder, the hostile warriors fell 
down like trees btwnt down by a ©aging fire." Huge ele- 
phants, burnt by that weapon, fell down on the Earth all 
around, uttering fierce cries loud as those of the clouds." 
Other huge elephants, scorched by ‘that fire, ran hither and 
thither, and roared aloud in fear, as if in the midst of a forest 
conflagttitiori." The steeds, O king, and the cars also, burnt 
by the ehergy of that weapon, looked, 0 aire, like the tops of 
trees burnt in a fhreat fire.'* Thousands of cars fell down on 
all sides. Indeed, O Bharata, it seemed that the divine lord 
Agni burnt the (Pandava) host in that battle,'* like the ffam- 
varta fire consurhing everything the end of the Yuga. • 
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“Beliotding the Pindava army thus burning in that draad* 
fal battla,** thy Boldiara, d king, filled with joy, uttered leo* 
nine shouts. Indeed, the combatants of thy army, desirous of 
victory and filled .with joy, speedily blew thousands of trumpets, 
0 Bharata, of diverse kinds. Darkness having enveloped the 
world during tlmt fierce battle, the entire Pandava army, with 
Savya 9 ^hin, the son pf Pandu, coujd not be sefti. We 
had never before, 0 king, heard of or seen the like of that 
weapon which Drona’s son created'in wrath on that occasion. 
Then Arjuna, 0 king, invoked into existence the Brdkma 
weapon,**"** capablenPf baffling every other weapon, as ordain- 

m 

ed by the Lotus-born (Brahman) himself. Within a moment 
that darkness was dispelled.** Cool winds began to blow, and 
all the points of the compass became clear and bright. We 
then beheld a wonderful sight, viz., a •full Akshauhini (of 
the Pandava troops) laid low.** Burnt ,by the energy of 
A 9 watthaman’s weapon, the forma of the slain could not be 
distinguished. Then those two heroic and mighty bowmen, 
viz., Ke^ava and Arjuna, freed from that darkness,” were 
seen together, like the Sun and the Moon in the firmament. 
Indeed, the wieldcr of Gandiva and Ke 9 ava were both un- 
wounded.” Equipt with its banners and standard and steeds, 
with its AnuJcarsha uninjured, and with all the mighty weap- 
ons stored on it remaining uninjured, that car, so terrible to 
thy warriors, freed from that darkness, shone resplendent on the 
field.** And soon there arose diverse sounds of life mingled 
with the blare of conchs and the beat of drums, from among 
the Pandava troops filled with joy.” Both hosts had thought 
that Ee 9 ava and Arjuna h^ perished. Beholding Ee 9 ava and 
Arjuna, therefore, (freed from that darkness and the energy 
of that weapon), and seeing them reappear so quickly, the 
Fandavas were filled with joy, and the Eauravas with wonder.** 
Unwounded and full of cheerfulness, those two heroes blew 
their excellent conchs. Indeed, seeing the Parthas filled with 
joy, thy soldiers became exceedingly melancholy.** Seeing 
those two high-souled ones, (viz., Ee9ava and* Arjuna), freed 
(from the energy of his weapon) the son of Drona became 
very cheerless. For a moment ho reflected, 0 sire, on what 
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liad happened.** And having redected, O king, he became 
filled with anxiety and grief, breathing long and hot sighs, 
r he became exceedingly cheerless.** Laying aside his bow then, 
the son of Drona speedily alighted from hia cy, and saying,— 
Ofie, Ofs, Every thing %a untrue ! — he ran away from the 
iSght.** On his way hejmet Vyasa, the abode of Saraewati, 
the compiler of the VedMS, the habitation of those scriptures, 
unstained by sin, and of the hue of rain-charged clouds,** 
Beholding him, that perpotuater of Kuru’s race, standing on 
his way, the son of Drona, with voice choked in grief, and like 
one exceedingly cheerless, saluted him an^ said,** — 0 sire, 0 
sire, is this an illusion, or is it a caprice (on the part of the 
weapon) ! I do not know what it is ! Why, indeed, hath my 
weapon become fruitless ? What breach (has there been in the 
method of invocation)?*® Or, is it something abnormal, or, is it 
a victory over Nature (achieved by the two Krishnas) sincf they 
are yet alive ? It seems that Time is irresistible '** Neither 
Aeuraa, nor Gandkarvas, nor Pigaohaa, nor Rakshaaas, nor 
Uragaa, YaJeahas, and birds, nor human beings,** can venture 
to baffle this weapon shot by me ! This fiery weapon, however, 
having slain only one Alcakauhini of troops, hath been paci- 
fied !*• * This exceedingly fierce weapon shot by me is capable of 
slaying all creatures ! For what reason then could it not slay 
Kecava and Arjuna both of whom are endued with the attri- 
butes of humanity ?** Asked by mo, O holy one, answer me 
truly ! O great Muni, I desire to hear all this in detail !** — ’ 

“ ‘Vyasa said, — Of high significance is this matter that thou 
enquirest of me from surprise ! I will tell thee everything, 
listen attentively !“ He that is called Narayana is older than 
the oldest ones. For accomplishing some purpose, that Creator 
of the universe took his birth as the son of Dharma.'* On the 
mountains of Himavat he underwent the severest ascetic auster- 
ities. Endued with mighty energy, and resembling fire or the 
Sun (in splendour), he stood there with arms upraised.** Pos- 
jtested of eyes Hike lotus petals, he emaciated himself there 
foe mx and s|^ty thousand years, subsisting all the while 
upon air aloij|e.** Once more undergoing severe austerities of 
another "kind for iwice that period, he filled the space be 
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tween Earth and heaven wi^h hft energy. When by those 
austerities, 0 sire, he became like Brahina,^ he then behold 
Master, Origin, and Guardian of the Universe, the Lord of 
all the gods, the •Supreme Deity, who is exceedingly diffi- 
cult of being gazed at, who is minuter than the minutest and 
larger than the largest,*^*” who is calfed Miidra.f whois the^ 
Lord of all the superior ohes, who is called Kara and Cambhti, 
who has matted locks on his head, who is the infusor of life 
into every form, who is the First cause of all immobile and 
mobile things,** who is irresistible and of frightful aspect, who 
is of fierce wrath andl^roat soul, who is the Alhdestroyor, and 
of largo heart ; who bareth the celestial bow and a couple of 
quivers, who is cased in golden armour, and whose energy is 
infinite,** who holdeth Pindlca^ who is armed with thunder- 
bolt, blazing trident, battle-axe, mace, and a large sword; 
whose eye-brows are fair, whoso locks are matted, who wieldcth 
the heavy short club, who hath the moon on his forehead, who 
is clad in tiger-skin, and who is armed with the bludgeon ;** 
who is decked with beautiful angadas, who hath snakes for his 
sacred thread, and who is surrounded by diverse creatures of 
the universe and by numerous ghosts and spirits ; who js the 
One ; who is the abode of ascetic austerities, and who is highly 
adored by persons of venerable age ;** who is Water, Heaven, 
Sky, Earth, Sun, Moon, Wind, and Fire, and who is the 
measure of the duration of the universe. Persons of wicked be- 
haviour can never obtain a sight of that unborn one, that slayer 
of all haters of Brahmanas, that giver of emancipation. 
Only Brahmanas of righteous conduct, when cleansed of their 
sins and freed from the conti%l of grief, behold him with their 

* Nilkantha explains this to mean that when he became unconnect- 
ed with the world, rising superior to everything connected with the 

world.— T, 

t The terrible.— T. 

{ AmrUas^a yonim^ literajly, the origin or cause of immortality, i, (?, 
he from whom immortality springs. Hence, as explained*by Nilakanth#, 
the phrase means the source of salvation, for those only that are emaneL 
pate become immortal as the Supreme Soul itself.— T* 
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mind’s eya, In consequence of his ascetic austerities, Narayanan 
obtained a sight of that unfading one, that embodiment of 
righteousness, that adorable one, that Being having the uni- 
verso for his form. Beholding that supreme abode of all kinds 
of splendour, that god with a garland of Akshas round his 
fieok, i^a'V.ideva, with gratified soul, became filled with delight 
which he sought to express by woef-ds, heart, understanding, 
and body. Then Narayana^worshipped that Divine Lord, that 
First cause of the Universe,**"*® that giver of boons, that puis- 
sant one sporting with the fair-limbed Parvati, that bigh-souled 
Being surrounded by large bands of ghtsts and spirits,’^® that 
Unborn one, that supreme Lord, that embodiment of the Un- 
manifest, that Essence of all causes, that one of Unfading power. 
Having saluted Ptuclra, that destroyer of the ABura Andhaka, 
the lotus-eyed Narayana, with devotion filling his heart, began 
to praise the Three-eyed one (in these words) — 0 adorable 
one, 0 first of all the gods, the creators of everything, (viz., the 
Prajilpatis) who are the regents of the world, and who, having 
entered the Earth,-— thy first work,— had, 0 lord, protected it 
before, have all sprung from thee Gods, Asuras, Ndgan, 
MakshasaB, Pigdehas, human beings, birds, Gandliarvae, Fa- 
kshas, and other creatures, with the entire Universe, we know, 
have all sprung from thee !’• Everything that is done for 
propitiating Indra, and Yama, and Varuna, and Kuvera, and the 
P livid, and Tashtri, and Soma, is really offered to thee ! Form 
and light, sound and sky, wind and touch, taste and water, 
scent and earth, Time, Brahman himself, the Vedas, the 
Bvahinobnaa, and all these mobile and immobile objects, have 
sprung from thee 1 Vapours rising from diverse receptacles of 
water, become rain-drops, which, falling upon the Earth, are 
separated from one another. When the time of the Universal 
dissolution comes, those individual drops, separated from one 
another, once ^oro unitro together and make the Earth one vast 
expanse of waAer/® He that is learned, thus observing the 
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ori^n aTid the destruction o£ all idlings, understands thy One*- 
ness I Two birds, (vt^, Ifwara aad Jiva), (ont Afwatihmi 
with their wordy branches, {vie., the Vedas), the seven gdar^ 
diana ( viz., the five essences or olemonta and the heart and thd 
understanding,)'* and the ten others that hold this city ( viz., 
the ten senses that constitute the body), have all been created 
by thee, but thou art separate from and independent of theia*!' 
The Past, the Future, and the Present, over each of which 
none cau have any sway, are ffom thee, as also the seven 
worlds and this Universe I am thy devoted adorer, be grace- 
ful unto me ! Do ^ot injure me, by causing evil thoughts to 
penetrate my heart 1 Thou art the Soul of souls, incapable 
of being known. He that knows thee as the Universal Seed 
attaineth to Brahma."^* Desiring to pay thee respects, I am 
praising thee, endeavouring to ascertaim thy real nature, O 
thou that art incapable of being understood ^by the very gods ! 
Adored by me, grant me the boons I desire but which are difli- 
cult of acquisition! Do not hide thyself in thy illusion!]”— 

“ ‘Vyasa continued, — The blue-throated god of inconceiv- 
able soul, that wielder of Pinaka, that divine Lord ever praised 
by the Jtiahis, then gave boons unto Vasudeva who deserved 
them all.** The great God said, — [O Narayana, throwgh my 
grace, amongst men, gods, and Oandharvas, thou shalt be of 
immeasurable might and soul ! Neither gods, nor Asuras, nor 
great Uragas, nor Pigachas, nor Gandhai'vas, nor men, nor 
Mdkahasas, nor birds, nor Nagas, nor any creatures in the Uni- 
verse, shall ever be able to bear thy prowess ! No one amongst 
even the celestials shall be able to vanquish thee in battle I**’*' 
Through my grace, none shall ever be able to cause thee paia 
by weapon or thunder-bolt or fire or wind or with any object 
that is wet or dry, or with any mobile or immobile thing 1 
Thou shalt be superior to myself if thou ever goost to battle 
with me !]**^‘ — Thus were those boons acquired by Caurin 
in days of yore. Even that god now walketh the Earth 
(as Vasudeva), beguiling the universe by his illusion.** From 
N&rayana’s asceticism was born a great Mani tot the name of 
Nara, equal to Narayana himself. Know that Arjuna is rioKe 
els# than that Nara!” Those two Rishis, s^d to be older &an 
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the oldest gods, take their birjibs in every Tutga for suhaerving 
the purposes of the world.** Thysolf also, O thou of great 
heart, hast boon bom as a portion of Budra, by virtue of all 
thy religious acts and as a cbnsequonce ofchigfa ascetic aus* 
terities, endued with great energy and wrath ** Thou wert 
(in a former life) endued with great wisdom and equal to a god I 
tlegarding the universe to consist only.of Mahadeva, thou hadst 
emaciated thyself by diverse vows from desire of gratifying 
that god.** Assuming the ••form of a very superior person, 
that blazed with splendour, thou hadst, O giver of honors, 
worshipped the great god with mantr^ 9 , with homa, and 
with offerings.** Thus adored by thee in thy former life, the 
great god became gratified with thee, and granted theo 
numerous boons, O learned one, that thou hadst cherished in 
thy heart,** Like Kegava’s and Arjuna’s, thy birth, acts, and 
ascetic austerities, are superior also ! Like thorn, in thy wor- 
ship, thou hast, in* every Yuga, adored the great god in hia 
Phallic form.** This Ko^ava is that devoted worshipper of 
Rudra who has sprung from Rudra himself! Ke9ava always 
worships the Lird Oiva, regarding his Phallic emblem to bo, 
the origin of the Universe.** In Ke9ava is always present 
that knotwledge in consequence of which he views the identity 
of Brahma with the universe, and that other knowledge by- 
which the Past, the Present and the Future, the near and the 
remote, is all seen as if the whole were before his eyes. The 
gods, the Siddhas, and the great Eiahia, adore Kecava for 
obtaining that highest object in the universe, vis., Mahadeva. 
Ke5avais the Creator of everything. The Eternal Krishna 
should be ad jred with sacrifices.**"** The Lord Ke9ava always 
worshipoth Civa in the Phallic embfem as the origin of all 
creatures. The god having the bull for his mark cherisheth 
greater regard for Ke9ava]’* — . 

“Sanjay a continued, — ‘Hearing these words of VySsa, Drona's 
son, that mighty <pur-warrior, bowed unto Rudra and regarded 
Ke9ava as wo^^thyrnf the highest regards.** Having bis soul 
under Uomp^ii^ <ipntro], he became filled with delight, the 
marks wha^^eof apjiearod on his body. Bowing unto the great 
JBiabi, AfW^thioian than, casting his eyes on the (Kuru) army, • 
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cAosed it to be withdrawn (for nightly reat).” Indeed, when* 
Aitdp the £alt of Drona, the cheerier Kurua retired from the 
field, the Pandavas also, O monwch, caused their army to be 
withdrawn.*®* Having fought for five days and caused an 
immense carnage, that Brahmana well-versed in the Vedaa, via., 
Drona, repaired, O king, the regio’n of Brahman !’ ’'*V 


Section OCIII. 

"Dhiitarashtra said, — "Upon the slaughter of that Atiraiha, 
viz., Drona, by Prismata’s son, what did my sons and the Pan- 
davas next do ?’* 

"Sanjaya said, — "After the rout of the Kuru army upon 
the slaughter of that AHratha, viz., Drona, by Prishata’s son, 
Dhananjaya the son of Kunti,® beholding & wonderful phenome- 
non in connection with his own victory, asked Vyasa, O bull of 
Bharata’s race, who came thither in course of his wanderings,* 
saying — O great Bishi, while I was engaged in slaying the foe 
in battle, with showers of bright shafts, I continually beheld 
before me, proceeding in advance of my car, a person of blaz- 
ing hue, as if endued with the effulgence of fire. Withersoever 
he proceeded with his uplifted lance, all the hostile warriors 
were seen to break before him.*"* Broken in reality by him, 
people regarded the foe to have been broken by me. Following 
in his wake I only destroyed those already destroyed by him.* 
O holy one, tell me who was that foremost of persons, armed 
with lance, resembling the Sun himself in energy, that was 
thus seen by me V Ho did not touch the Earth with his feet, 
nor did he hurl his lance eyen once. In consequence of his 
energy, thousands of lances issued out of that one lance held 
by him !*— • 

* "Vyasa said,— Thou haSt, 0 Arjuna, seen Cankara, that 
First cause from which have sprung the Prajnpatis, that puis- 
tant Being endued with great energy, he that is the em- 
bodiment of heaven, Earth, and Sky, the Divine Lord, the 
protector of the universe, the great Master, the giver of boons, 
called also IgUna ! 0, seek the protection of that boon-giving 
Deity, that lord of the universe 1*“*® He is called JlfuhS 



<2ev0 (the Supreme Deity), of Supreme Soul, the One only 
If^rd^ mtfi matted locks (on head), the abode of suspicidai* 
ness. Of three eyes and mighty mrms, he is called Rudra, vrith 
his locks tied in the shape of a crown, and hts body attired in 
skins,'* That boon-giving lord of the universe, that Supreme 
Dfeity, is also called ifam* and SthSnxi. He is the foremost of 
every being in the universe, he is incapable of being vanquish- 
ed ; he is the delighter of the universe and its Supreme ruler.** 
The first cause, the light and refuge of the universe, he is ever 
victorious. The Soul and the Creator of the universe, and 
having the universe for his form, he Hf possessed of great 
fame.** The Lord of the universe, and its great Ruler, that 
puissant one is also the master of all actions. Called also 
^ambhu, he is Self-born, he is the lord of all creatures, and 
the origin of the Past* the Future, and the Present.** He is 
Yoga and the lord mf Yoga ; he is called Sarva, and is the 
Lord of the lord of all the worlds. He is superior to every- 
thing. The foremost of everything in the Universe, and the 
highest of all, he is called also Paramesthin?* The Ordainer 
of the three worlds, he is the sole refuge of the three worlds. 
Incapable of being vanquished, he is the Protector of the uni- 
verse, and above (the necessity of ) birth, decay, and death.'* 
The soul of knowledge, incapable of being compassed by know- 
ledge, and the highest of all knowledge, he is unknowable. 
Through grace, ho giveth unto his worshippers the boons they 
desire.** That Lord hath for his companions ceslestial beings 
of diverse forms, some of whom are dwarfs, some having mat- 
ted locks, some with bald heads, some with short necks, some 
with large stomachs,** some with h>ige bodies, some possessed of 
great strength, and some of long ears. All of them, O Partha, 
have deformed faces and mouths and legs, and strange attires.**”** 
That Supreme Deity, called Mabadeva, is worshipped by 
followers that arfe even such. Even that Civa, O son, endued 
’with such energy, proceedeth through kindness, in advance of 
: thsip f* In tha| fi^ce battle, O Partha* making the very hair 
stand: on «ii%*|vhd else, O Arjuna, than the divine Mnhe- 
qwar% th%t ^ of all bowmen, that deity of divine 

forms, cottM>ff,v^ in Imagnation venture to vanquish thatfbtce 



which ^as protected by those gjeat smiters and bowmep, 
Aswatthaman and Kama and Kripa None can vehtWe 
to stay before the warrior that hath Mahe^wara walking before , 
him ! There is no being in the three worlds that is equal to 
him !*• At the very scent of the enraged MahSdeva, foes in 
battle tremble and become senseless and fhll in large numbers/’^ 
For this the gods in haaven always ac^ore and bow to hinou 
Those men in this world and those other men of pious con- 
duct, •• that devoutly worship ‘the boon-giving, divine, and 
auspicious Rudra, obtain happiness here and attain to the 
highest state hereafter.** O son of Kunti, bow unto him 
that is peace, unto him called Rudra, of blue throat, exceed- 
ingly subtile, and of great effulgence unto him called 
Kaparddm, him that is terrible, him that is of tawny eyes, 
him that is boon-giving ; unto that great ordainer, of red locks, 
and righteous conduct ; unto him that always does auspicious 
acts ;*• unto him that is an object of desire, him that, is of 
tawny eyes, him that is called Sthanu ; him that is called 
Purusha ; unto him that is of tawny hair, him that is bald, 
him that is exceedingly subtile and of great effulgence ;** unto 
him that is the giver of light, him that is the embodiment of 
all sacred waters, him that is the God of gods, and him that is^ 
endued with great impetuosity ; unto him that is of manifest 
form, him that is called fSarva, him that is of agreeable, 
attire unto him that has an excellent head-gear, him that 
is of handsome face, him that is of a thousand eyes, him that 
is the giver of rain ; him that has the mountains for his habi- 
tation, him that is Peace, him that is the Protector, him that 
has barks of trees for his attire him whose arms are decked 
with ornaments of gold, him who is fierce, him that is the lord 
of all the points cf the compass ; him that is the lord of the 
clouds and of all created beings him that is the lord of all 
trees and of all kine ; him that ha,^ his body shrouded with 
trees; him who is the celestial generalissimo, him who inspire$^ 
all thoughts him^who has the sacrificial laddie in his hand* 
him who is blazing, him who wields the bow, him who is 
Rama’s self; him who has diverse forms, him who is the lord 
of the universe, him who has ike rminja grass for hill 



bim wbo has a tboiif»nd beads* a tbooa^d eyes, 
a tbottsaod MMUs, and a thousii^nd legs !*■ 0 son of Kunsi, 
. seek Ihe protection of that boon-giving Lord of the uni- 
verse, that lord of OmS, that god of three* eyes, that des- 
troyer of Daksha's sacrifice ;** that guardian of all created 
things, that being who is < always cheerful, that protector of 
all beings, that god of unfading glory ; Ahat one with matted 
locks, that mover of all superior beings, that one whose navel 
is like that of a bull and who Hath the bull for his mark ;•* that 
one who is proud like the bull, who is the lord of bulls, who is 
represented by the horns of the bull, and wjto is the bull of 
bulls ; that one who hath the image of the bull on his banner, 
who is liberal to all righteous persons, who can be approached 
by Yoga only, and whose eyes are like those of a bull ;** who 
owneth very superior weapons, who hath Vishnu himself for 
his arrow, who is the embodiment of righteousness ; and who 
is called Mahe^wara ; who is of vast stomach, and vast body ; 
who hath a leopard’s skin for his seat,*" who is the lord of the 
worlds, who is bald, who is devoted to Brahma and who loveth 
Brahmanas ; who is armed with the trident, who is boon-giving, 
who wieldeth the sword and the shield, and who is highly 
^auspicious 4*® who wieldeth the bow called Pinaka, who is 
divested of the battle-axe ;* and who is the protector and lord 
of the universe ! I place mysolf in the hands of that divine 
Lord, that grantor of protection, that god attired in deer- 
skins 1 Salutations to that Lord of the celestials who hath 
Vai^ravana for his friend ! Salutations ever to him of ex- 
cellent vows, to him who hath excellent bowmen for his com- 
panions,***** to him who himself wiel(feth the bow, to that god 
with whom the bow is a favorite weapon, who is himself the 
shaft impelled by the bow ; who is the bowstring and the bow, 
and the preceptor teaching the use of* the bow !*• Salutations 
to the god whose weapons aija fierce, and who is the foremost 
-of <all the gods J Salutations to him of diverse forms, to him 
who hath many bo’|rmen around him t** Salutations ever to 
him whd ip called WiMnu and who has a large number of ex- 
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* Ifaving!||^T8a itkway to E&ma, hii disciple.— T. 
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cell«nt bo wen for his oompanioi^ i Salutati(»is to hilli 
destroyed the tripple city t Salutations to him who siew (tlm 
Bhaga I**^* Salutations to him who is the lord, of 
trees and of men h Salutations to him who is the lord of the 
(celestial) Mothers, and of those tribes of spirits known hy 

the name of Qanas / Salutations ever to him who is the 

# 

lord of kino and of Ba^rificos I Salutations ever him to who 
is the lord of waters and the lord of the gods,*’^ who is the 
destroyer of Surya^s teeth, who is**of three eyes, who is the 
grantor of boons ; wh > is called Hava, who is blue-throated, 
and who is of goldeitlocks I will now tell thee, according 
to my knowledge and as I have heard of them, all the divine 
deeds of Mahadeva of supreme wisdom.^® If Mahftdeva be- 
comes angry, neither gods, nor AsiiT<i$, nor GandlKX^TVdSt nor 
BdJvakasas, even if they hide themselvesf in deep caves, can 
have pcxco I**" In days of yore, Daksha, for performing a sacri- 
fice, had collected the necessary articles. MahSdevea destroyed 
that sacrifice in wrath. Indeed, he became very stern on 
that occasion.*^ Shooting an arrow from his bow, he uttered 
terrible roars. The celestials then became filled with anxiety 
and fright.** Indeed, when Mahadeva became angry and the 
Sacrifice (in its embodied form) fled away, the gods l)ocame 
exceedingly frightened at the twang of Mahadova’s bow and 
the sound uf his palms.*® The gods and the Aswas all fell 
down and submitted to Mahadeva. All the waters swelled 
up in agitation, and the £arth trembled.**^ The mountains 
split, and all the points of the compass and the Ndgas became 
stupifiod. The universe, enveloped in a thick darkness, could 
no longer bo seen.*® Th^ splendour of all luminaries with 
the Sun was destroyed. The RiMs, filled with fear* became 
agitated, and desirous of their own good as also of all crea- 
tures, performed propitiatory rites. Surya was then eating the 
principal sacrificial oblatioiu Smilifigly Cankara approachoi^ 
him and tore out his teeth. The gods then, humbling them- 
selves to him, fled awhy, trembling.**^* Once^more MahSdeva 
aimed at the gods a shower of biasing apd keen arrows risem- 
bling flames of fire mixed with smoke, or clouds with lightning*^* 
Beholding that arrowy show^, all the go^, bowing 4aWI» Ml# 
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Mkha^wara, assigned to Rudrf a substantial share in sacri^ 
fiees*** In fright, the gods, O prince, sought his protection. 
His wrath being dispelled, the great “^od then re-establiBhed 
the Sacrifice.** The gods that had fled away «« came back. In- 
deed, they are to this day afraid of Mahe 5 wara. Formerly the 
v^iant -dsttras had, in hoaven, three cities.** Each of those 
cities was excellent and large. One;: was made of iron, an- 
other of silver, and the third of gold. The golden city belong- 
ed to Kamalaksha, the silver city to Tarakaksha,** and the 
third, made of iron, had Vidyunmalin for its lord. With all 
his weapons, Maghavat (Indra) was unabb to make any im- 
pression on those cities.*^ Afflicted (by the A suras), all the 
gods sought the protection of Rudra. Approaching him, all 
the gods with Vasava at their head, said,** — These terrible 
dwellers of the trippb city have received boons from Brahman ! 
Filled with pride, in consequence of those boons, they are 
greatly afflicting the universe.** O Lord of the god of gods, 
none, save thee, is competent to slay them 1 Therefore, O 
Mahadeva, slay these enemies of the gods !*^ O Rudra, crea- 
tures slain in every sacrifice shall then be thine ! — 0 lord of 
the universe, I will overthrow these Asioi^as !** — Thus addressed 
by the gods, Mahadeva thus accepted their request, moved by 
the desire of benefiting them. And Kara made the two moun- 
tains, viz,, Gandhatnadana and Vindhya, the two bamboo 
poles of his car.*® And Cankara made the Earth with her 
oceans and forests his battle car. And the three- eyed deity 
made that prince of snakes, viz,, Cesha, the A/csha, of that car.’® 
And that god of gods, the wielder of Pindka, made the Moon 
and the Sun the two wheels of that*' vehicle. And the tripple- 
eyM Lord made Elapatra and Piishpadanta the two pins 
of the yoke.’* And the valiant Mahadeva made the Malaya 
mountains the yoke, and the great Takshaka the string for 
tying the yoke to the poles, and the creatures about him the 
graces of the steads.” And Maheowara made the four Vedas 
his lour steelfe of the thS^ee worlds made the 

suppbraentary Feeders the bridle-bits.’* And Mahadeva made 

reins, the syllable Om the whip, and 
And making the Mandara mountains 



' '' Bsosi, fiptirA. ' ; v' . , ■ : tffc 

the bow* TlSsttki the bowatringj Tiahnu hia eixeeUeRt : 

Agtti the arrow-heed,’* and VySu the two wings of that shiait« 
Yama the feathers in its'^il, Iiightning the whetting stcine, a^d 
Meru the standard, ” Civa, riding on that excellent car whieh, 
was coinposed of all the celestial forces, proceeded for the desr 
truction of the tripple ciQr. Indeed* SthSinu, that foremost 
of smiters, that Destroyeg: of Asuras, that handsome warrior 
of immeasurable prowess, adored by the celestials, O PErthai 
and by JZisEis possessing wealth of asceticism, caused an 
excellent and unrivalled array called after his own name, and 
stood immovable for% thousand years.’® When,^ however, the 
three cities came together in the firmament, the lord Itaha- 
deva pierced them with that terrible shaft of his, consisting of 
three knots.*® The Ddnavas were unable to e^aze at that shaft 
inspired with the Yuga fire^ and comf^osed of Vishnu and 
Soma.*‘ While the tripple city commenced Jbo burn, the god* 
dess Parvati repaired thither to behold the sight. She had then 
on her lap a child having a bald head with five clumps of hair 
on it.** The goddess asked the deities as to who that child was. 
Cakra, through ill feeling, endeavoured to strike that child with 
his thunder-bolt.** The divine lord Mahadeva (for the child 
was none other), smiling, quickly paralysed the arn? of the 
enraged Cakra.*^ Then the god Cakra, with his arm paralysed, 
accompanied by all the celestials, speedily repaired to the lord 
Brahman of unfading glory.** Bowing unto him with their 
heads, they addressed Brahman with joined hands and said,— 
Some wonderful creature, O Brahman, lying on the lap of 
Parvati,** in the form of a child, was beheld by us but not 
saluted 1 We have all bee^h vanquished by him ! We, there- 
fore, desire to ask thee as to who he may be!*’ Indeed, that 
boy, without fighting, hath with the greatest ease vanquished 
us all with Purandara at our head ! — Hearing these wordd of 
theirs, Brahman, that foremost of all persons acquainted with 
JBraEma,** reflected for a moment and understood that boy of 
immeasurable energ/ to be none else than the^divine Cambhu* 
Addressing then those foremost of celestials with Cakra at 
their head. Brahman said,**— [That child is the divine Kiara, 
the Jjord of the entire mobile and immobile Universe. Ther^ 



'jS’:aotbing-sj^|»eridr'^ lfali 0 <jyafiu**\. 'Th«t;'Being’of 
iibldaplandofd;^ iirltd wais be^ld ^ alj with UajSi 
‘<^Tme lot^ hid issumad the forja of^ child for TJnaa’s saito.** 
as all ^ unto hitu ! That divine and ilSustrious one is the 
iSipreme Lord of the whole world.” Ye gods, ye could not re- 
cognise that master of She Univei^e 1 — Then all the gods with 
the Cfrandsire repaired to that child endued with the effulgence 
of the morning Sun. Beholding Mahe9wara, and knowing that 
he was the Supreme Being, the Grandsire Brahman thus adored 
him : — **^*Thou art Sacrifice, O lord, and thou art the stay 
and refuge of „the Universe ! Thou art Bhava, thou art Maha- 
deva, thou art the abode (of all things), and thou art the high- 
est refuge !” This whole universe with its mobile and im^ 
mobile creatures, is pervaded by thee' O holy one, O lord 
of the Past and the Future, O lord of the world, O protector of 
the Universe, let . Cakra, afflicted with thy wrath, have thy 
grace !]“• — 

‘“Vyasa continued, — Hearing these words of the lotus-born 
Brahman, Mahe9wara became gratified. Desirous of extending 
’ his grace, he laughed aloud.®* The celestials then gratified 
(with praise) both Uma and Rudra. The arm of the thunder- 
wielding Cakra resumed its natural state.®* That foremost 
one of all the gods, that Destroyer of Daksha’s sacrifice, 
that divine lord having the bull for his sign, became gratified 
with the gods.®* Ho is Rudra, he is Civa, he is Agni, he 
is Everything, and he hath knowledge of Everything. He is 
Indra, he is the Wind, he is the twin A9wins, and he is the 
lightning.*®* He is Bhava, he is Pai'janya, he is Mahadeva, 
he is sinle.ss. He is the Moon, he is l9ana, he is Surya, he is 
Varana.*®* He is Kdla, he is Antaka, he is Mrityu, ho is 
Yama.* He is the Day, and he is the Night. He is the Fort- 
night, he is the Month, he is the Seasons. He is the morning 
and evening Twilights, he" is the Year.*®* He is Dhatri, heis 
t^idhStn, he is the Soul of the universe, and he is the doer of 
; aU acts in the uijlv^rse. Though himself Without body, he it is 
who is embodi^ celestials.*®* Endued with great splendour, 

Vni ■ I , . ^ ^ ^ ' ' ' : 

jiv Death or the .DeBtroyer.—T, ■ 
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he ia addved tend prayisd by all the goda. He ie One, JBDt is 
Many, he ia hundred ^ousand.**^ BrShiaanas Tsned ia IAa 
Vedas Say that he hath two forma. These are the terrible and 
the auspicious. T^ese two forms again are multifarioos.^** His 
terrible forms are Fire, Vishnu, and the Sun. His auspicious 
forma are Water, Light, and the Moon.*** Whatever ia ftigbt]^ 
mysterious in the several^jranches of the Vedas, in the Upani- 
shads, in the Puranos, and in Uiose 'sciences that deal with 
the soul, is that god, viz., Mahegawara.*** Mahadeva is even 
such. That god is again without birth. All the attributes of 
that god are not capjlblfe of being enumerated by me,*** even 
if,’ O son of Pandu, I were to recite them continually fa a 
thousand years. Even unto those that are afflicted by all the 
evil planets, even unto those that are .stained with every 
sin,*®*^^* that great protector, if they seek him, is gratified with 
them and grauteth them salvation ! He granteth, and again 
taketh away, life and health and prosperity and wealth and 
diverse kinds of objects of desire. The prosperity is his that ia 
seen in Indra and the other gods.*’* He is ever engaged in the 
good and evil of men in this world. In consequence of his 
supremacy he can always obtain whatever objects he desfires.*** 
He is called Maheijwara and is the lord of even the supreme 
ones. In many forms of many kinds he pervadeth the uni- 
verse.*** The mouth which that god has is in the Ocean. 
It is wol|l|tnown that that mouth, assuming the form of a 
maro’s head, drinketh the sacrificial libation in the shape of 
water.*** This god always dwelleth in crematoriums. Men 
worship that Supreme lord in that place where none but the 
courageous can go.*** Many are the blazing and terrible forms 
of this god that men speak of and worship in the world.*** 
Many also arc the names, oS» truthful import, of this deity in 
all the worlds. Those names are founded upon his supremacy, 
his omnipotence, and his acts.*** In the Veda the excellent 
hymn, called ^ata R'^riya, hath been sung in honor of 
that great god called the infinite Eudra.*** Tbat god ia the 
lord of all wishes that are human and heavenly. He is omni- 
potent, and he is the supreme master. Indeed, that god pervad- 
flth thfj; vast universe.’*’ The* Brahmanas and the MwnU 



hfe all creatures. He fe tKe 

Mrat of aU tte gods ^ from his mou^ was born the wind/^^, 
Jkad since he always protecteth the creatures (of the universe) 
and sporteth with them, and since also he is the lord of all 
creatures, therefore is he called Papipati^*^ And since His 
emblem is always supposed to be in the observance 
of the vow of JSra^mac/iarya, and sifice he always gladdens 
the world, therefore is he, called Mahe 5 wara.^” The RisMs, 
the gods, the Oandharvaa, and the Apsaras, always worship 
his Phallic emblem which is supposed to stand upright.^** 
That worship maketh Mahe^wara glad. Indeed, Cankara (at 
such worship) becomes happy, pleased, and highly glad.**^ 
And since with respect to the past, the future, and the pre- 
sent, that god has many forms both mobile and immobile, he is, 
on that account, called Vakurupa (many-formed).^** Possess- 
ed of one eye he blazeth forth in effulgence, or he may be 
regarded to have many eyes on every side of his body. And 
since, in wrath, he possesseth the worlds, bo is for that reason 
called SarvaP^ And since his form is like that of smoke, he 
is for that reason called DhurjjatL And since those deities, 
viz*, tlie Vigwedevaa, are in him, he is for that reason called 
f^igwarupaP'^ And since three goddesses adore and have 
recourse to that Lord of the universe, viz*. Firmament. Water, 
and Earth, he is for that reason called Tryamvaha*^^^ And 
since he always increaseth all kinds of wealth aiH wisheth 
the good of mankind in all their acts, he is for that reason 
called (7/va/** He possesseth a thousand eyes, or ten thousand 
eyes, or Hath them on all sides. And since he protecteth this 
vast universe, he is for that reason called Mahadeva*^^^ And 
since he is Great and Ancient and is the source of life and of 
continuance, and since his Phallic emblem is everlasting, he 
is for that reason called And since the solar and 

the lunar rays of light that appear in the world are spoken of 
as the H^r on|that Three-eyed one, he Jls for that reason called 
: And since, afflicting Brahman and Indra and 

Varuna and l|ama and Kuvera, he deatroyeth them ultimately, 
He is for that Ireason called And since he is the Past 

the Future, And the Presents-' and, in fact, everything in the 
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universe* since he is the or^in of the Pest, the 
and the Bresent, he is for that reason oalled 
word Kapi is said to Supreme, and Vriaha is said to meah 
^righteousness* That illustrious god of gods, therefore, is oallei 
Vriakakafi}^* And since Mahe§w,ara, hy means of hie tiro 
eyes closed (in meditation)^ created through sheer force of will 
a third eye on his forehq^d, he is for that reason called iSa 
Three-eyecV^^ Whatever of unsounc^ness there is in the bodies 
of living creatures, and whatever of soundness there is ihf 
them, represent that god. He is the wind, the vital airs called 
Prana, Apdna (anjJ the others) in the bodies of all creatures, 
including even those that are diseased.**^ He w&o adoreth any 
image or the Phallic emblem of that high-soulcd god, always 
obbaineth great prosperity by that acb.‘** Down wards from the 
two thighs are fiery, and half the body that is auspicious is the 
moon. So also half his soul is fire and half the moon.*** His aus- 
picious form, full of energy, is more blazing than the forms of 
the gods. Amongst men, his blazing and terrible form is called 
fire.*^* With that auspicious form he practiseth Brahmackurya. 
With that other terrible form that he has, that supreme Lord^ 
devoureth everything.*^* And since he burneth, since he is 
keen, since he is fierce, since he is endued with great prowess, 
and since ho devoureth flesh and blood and marrow, he is for 
this called Even such is the deity called Mahfideva, 

armed with Findka, who, O Partha, was seen by thee, engag- 
ed in slaying thy foes in advance of thy car.*** After thou 
hadst vowed to slay the ruler of the Sindhus, 0 sinless one, 
Krishna showed thee this god, in thy dream, sitting on the 
top of that foremost of raoiintains.*** That illustrious god pro- 
eeedeth in advance^ of thee-in battle. It is he who gave thee 
those weapons with which thou didst slay the Ddnavas}"^* The 
hymn approved of by the ^Vedaa, and called ^ata-Rudriya, 
in honor of that god of gods, that •excellent, famous, life-en- 
hancing, and sacred hymn, has now, 0 Partha, been explained ^ 
to thee,*** This hymn of four divisions, cajpable of accom- 
plishing every object, is sacred, destructive of all sins, and 
competent to drive away all stains and kill all sorrows and |l|l ^ 
fears. The man that always listens to it succeeds in vanquish- 
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inlg dll hift foes 6!Mi is highly respests^ l^hs '«i^on of 
Httdi’a.**'"*** The person who always attoniji'reity iJoisii^ or lis- 
tens to the recitation of this excellent '.id anjipidiottB sSiliSionQt. 
‘flSppertaining to battle, of the illustrious dei^y, and whn* wojr- 
ships with djvotion that illustrious Lord of the nnisfOrset 
obtuns all the high objects of desire, in consequenoe of the 
three eyed God being gratified with him.'*’"'*® Go and fight, O 
son of Kunti, defeat is nut for thee, thee that hast Janurddana 
on thy side for thy adviser and protector ! — ’*** 

‘ Sanjaya said — ‘Having addressed Arjuna in these words, 
the son oi Para 9 ara, O chief of the Bharatas, went away to 
the place he came from, 0 chastiser of foes >' ’ *** 


Section CCIV. 

**Sanjaya said, — “Having battled fiercely for five days, O 
king, the Brahmana (Drona) endued with great strength, fell 
and repaired to the region of Brahraan ' The fruits that arise 
firom a study of the Vedas arise from a study of this Part'an 
‘also. The great achievements of brave Kahatriyas have been 
described here.* Ho who readeth or Usteneth to the recitation 
of this Parvan every day is freed from heinous sins and tho 
most atrocious acts of his life.* Brahmanas may always ob- 
tain herefrom the fruits of sacrifices. From Ihis Kshatnjas 
may obtain victory in fierce battle. The other orders (inz , 
Vai5ya3 and Cudras) may obtain desirable sons and grandsons 
and all objects of desire ’’ ”* 
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